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of the National Debt :) diſtinguiſhing the Income applicable to paying 
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reſpectively the Particulars of which ſuch Debts or Demands conſiſted; 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, May 26. 


(rox ROSE, Eſq. (Clerk of the Parliaments) entered 
the Houſe, in front of the Throne, and handed to the Lord Speaker 
(Eldon) a paper, the contents of which he immediately communicated 
to their Lordſhips from the woolſack. The document ſet forth, that 
the Clerk of tht Parliaments had appointed William Stewart Roſe, 
(late Member in the Houſe of Commons for Chriſt Church) to be 
Reading Clerk of the Houſe, and Clerk of their Lordſhips' Private 
Committees, in the room of Matthew Robert Arnott, Eſq. deceaſed. 
—And the queſtion being put Pro farma) for their Lord(hipg* 
acquieſcence in the appointment, it was ordered accordingly. | 
Shortly after, Mr. W. S. Rose, the new Reading Clerk, was 
introduced ; and, having made his obeifance to their Lordſhips, i im- 
mediately entered upon the functions of his office. 
e , B 


— 
— 
4 


. \ 
2 PARLIAMENTARY [ComMons; 


| k 
| The Earl of WESTMORLAND preſented, by command of 
} His Majeſty, an addreſs to the King from both Houſes of the Iriſh of 
I Parliament ; ſtating their acquieſcence in the alterations made by ti 
i the ment of Great Britain in the articles propoſed by the for- tl 
ii mer as 2 baſis for an Union with this country ; and praying His 1 
| Majeſty to order the ſame to be ſignified to his Parliament of Great 
| Britain. His Lordſhip then preſcnted a ſchedule of certain coun- 
i tervailing duties propoſed and agrecd upon by the Parliament of th 
| Ireland, and referred to in their addreſs to His Majeſty. ſi: 
The addreſs and ſchedule were ordered to lie upon the table, co- A 
pies thereof to be printed for the uſe of their Lordſhips, and to be ar 
conſidered by a Committee of the whole Houſe to-morrow. de 
Mr. SyIVESTER DouGLAs brought up from the Commons je 
certain reſolutions agreed upon by a Committee of that Houſe re- 
ſpecting the countervailing duties referred to in the ſixth or com- m 
mercial article of the propoſed Union with Ireland—and ordered fu 
to be communicated for the concurrence of their Lordſhips. A 
he reſolutions being received, the Houſe, on the motion of al 
Lord AUCKLAND, immediately went into a Committee (Lord Wal- of 
fingham in the chair) upon the ſame, when the noble Lord tated, th 
that the propoſed countervailing duties were fo clearly ſpecified in to 
the reſolutions ſo long before the public, and fo very generally ap- de 
proved of, as to render any obſervations thereon unneceflarv. He th 
moved tfierefore, That the Committee do agree to the propoſed 
ſchedule,” which meeting with the unanimous concurrence of co 
their Lordſhips, was ordered accordingly ; and the Houſe reſuming, B 
the report of the Committee was confirmed. An addreſs was forth- _ 
with voted to His Majeſty, propoſed to be joint from both Houſes U 
of Parliament, praying that the ſchedule agreed upon be tranſmit- 
ted to the Parliament of Ireland—and a meflage ſent to acquaint Et 
the Commens with their Lordſhips' proccedings in conſequence of ſh, 
their communication, and to defire the concurrence of the Com- an 
mons in their Lordſhips' addreſs to His Majeſty. i 
— — — - — — — 
| HOUSE OF COMMONS. D 
Monday, May 26. i 
, Pigot's Diamond Lottery Bill was read a third time, paſſed, 
and ordered to the Lords. | he 
A meſſage from the Lords informed the Commons, that their n 
Lordſhips had paſſed a bill for the more effectually puniſhing of the 5 


crime of adultery. 
1 


heir 
the 


May 26.] | DEBATES, 3 
Mr. Chandellor Pirr preſented to the Houſe, by His Majeſty's 


command, a paper, intituled, “ Statement of Countervailing Du- 
ties ;” and alſo, „ Copy of the humble Addreſs to His Majeſty of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons of Ireland, in 
Parliament . led.” | 

And the titles of the ſaid papers being read, 

Ordered, That the ſaid papers be referred to the conſideration of 
the Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom it is referred to con- 
ſider further of His Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage of the 2d day of 
April laſt, communicating to this Houſe the reſolutions of the Lords 
and Commons of Ireland, reſpecting a Union between the king- 
doms of Great Britain and Ireland, with their addreſs to His Ma- 
jeſty thereupon, 

Mr. Douc1ias (according to order) reported from the Com- 
mittec of the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred to “ conſider 
further of his Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage of the 2d day of 
April laſt, communicating to this Houſe the refolutions of the Lords 
and Commons of Ircland reſpeeting a Union between the kingdoms 
of Great Pritain and Ireland, with their addreſs to His Majeſty 
thereupon,“ the reſolution which the Committee had directed him 
to report to the Hlouſe; which he read in bis place, and afterwards 
delivered in at the table, where the faine was read, and agrecd th by 
the Houſe, and is as ſolloxs, viz. 

Reſolved, That the ſeveral duties hercin-after-mentioned ſhall be the 
countervailing duties to be paid on importation from Ireland into Great 
Britain, after the Union of the two kingdoms, on the ſeveral articles 
enumerated in the ſchedule No. 1 , A, annexed to the ſixth article of the 
Union between the ſaid kingdoms, viz. 


Beer. For every barre! conſiſting of thirty-fix gallons, 
En: 2liſh beer meaſure, of Iriſn beer, ale, or mum, which 
ſhall be i imported into Great Britain directly from Ireland, 
and ſo in proportion for any — or leſs quantity, to be 


pad BY We amporter RAT. .c co re en ne np nn L 8 
Bricks and Tiles, For every thouſand of Iriſh bricks... 5 0. 
For every thouſund of Iriſh plain tiles EE <> 65 0-448 7 
For every ouſand of Iriſh pan or ridge tiles. 0 12 10 
For every huntlrea of Iriſh uu ing tiles, not exceeding ten 

OE ONTO PLOTS | 75, © WI Ep 0:4 JI 
For every hundred of Iriſh Day ing tiles —_— _ 

. ͤ ͤ A —— „ Cok „„ 


For every thouſand of Iriſh tiles, other than ſuch as. are 
herein-before enumerated and deſcribed, by whatſoever 
name or names ſuch tiles are or may be called or known... 0 4 10 
Candles, For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irifh 
candles or taow, and other candies whatſoever except 
Wax and ſpermaceti) . „ ——UUUUP—UU—PHhl . O O 1 


— 


; 
$6 
1 
„ 
5 
4 
+2 
| 


THY 


— — —U— — 


— 


PARLIAMENTARY 


For every pound weight avoirdupois of Iriſh candles 
which may be made of wax or ſpermaceti, or which are 
uſually called or fold either for wax or ſpermaceti, not- 
withſtanding the mixture of any other ingredient therewith £ © 0 
C boeolate, Fe. For every pound weight avoirdupois of 
Iriſh cocoa, cocoa paſte, or chocolate 3 
Cordage, viz. To be uſed as ſtanding rigging, or other 
cordige made from topt hemp, the ton, containing 20 wt. 4 10 
O any other ſort, cable yarn, packthread, and twine, 
LAT ũ ꝛnũa ] 6 ³ḿm···ĩ eons 4 4 
Cyder aud Perry, For every hogſhead, conſiſting of 63 
gallons Eogluh vine meaſure, of Iriſh cyder and perry, 


4 


which ſhall ve imported as merchandize, or for ſale, and 


which ſha'l by ſent or conſigned to any factor or agent to ſell 
5 . 4 


h/ ᷣ cc 0 19 
Glaſs. For every N foot ſuperficial meaſure of Iriſh 


; plate glaſs JJV ᷣͤ ͤͤ NE RNS 1 
For every l weight of Iriſh flint, enamel, ſtained, 

0 Eg OS PRE —ů—ñ— 2 8 
For every hundred weight of Iriſh ſpread window glaſs, 

r ũ¶ . ͥ ũ -M; CBE 0 8 


For every hundred weight of Iriſh window glaſs (not 

being ſpread glals), whether flaſned or otherwiſe manufac. 

tured, and commonly called or known by the name of crown 

glaſs, ,,, TI TEE Ll 
For every hundred weight af veſſels made uſe of in che- 

mical laboratories, and of gaocen glafſes, and of all other 

veſſels or utenſils of common hottle metal, manufactured in 


Ireland (common bot les excepied ) 0 4 
For every hundred weight of any ſort or ſpecies of Iriſh 

glaſs not Lerein- before enumerated or deſcribed.......... Ss 8 
Bottles of common green glaſs, the dozen quarts........ v0 0 


Hops. For every pound weight avoirdupois of Iriſh hops. © 0 
Leather unmanufactured. For every pound weight avoir. 

dupois of hides of what kind ſoever, and of calve ſkins, Kips, 

hog ſkins, dog Kins, and ſeal k ins, tanned in Ireland; and of 

ſheep ſkins and lamb tkins, ſo tanned, for gloves and bazils, 


which ſhal! be imported in the whole hide or ſkin, and neither 

cut nor diminiſhed in any reſpect whatever 0-9 
For every dozen of goat ſkins tanned in Ireland to reſemble 

hh » ²⁵⁰ CES TO IAIN. Me 0 4 


For every dozen of ſheep ſkins tanned in Ireland for roans, 


being after the nacure of Spanith leather. 0 2 


For every pound weight avoirdupois of all other hides or 
{ins not herein-betore enumerated and deſcribed, and of all 
pieces and parts of hides or fins which ſhall be tanned in Ire. 


For all hides of horſes, mares,*and geldings, which ſhall 
be dre ſſed in alum and ſalt or meal, or otherwiſe tawed in 
Ireland, for cach and every ſuch hide J CAKE 6+ ov if en 0/1 
For all hides of fteers, cows, or any other hides of what 


kind ſoever (thoſe of horſes, mares, and geldings excepted} 
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which ſhall be dreſſed in alum and ſalt or meal, or other. 


wife tawed in Ireland, for each and every ſuch hide 
For every pound weight avoirdupois of all calves ſkins, 
kips, and ſeal ſkins, which ſhall be ſo dreſſed in alum and 
ſalt or meal, or otherwiſe tawed in Ireland, and imported 
into Great ar in the whole ſkin, and * cut nor di- 
miniſhed in any reſpect whate ven 
For every dozen of flink calve ſkins, which ſhall be fo 
dreſſed in alum and ſalt or meal, and otherwiſe tawed with 
. d A ²˙ oe SI IE CC 
For every dozen of flink calve Kins which ſhall be fo 
dreſſed in alum and ſalt or meal, or otherwiſe tawed with- 
out hair, in Ireland; and for every dozen of dog ſkins and 
kid ſkins, which ſhall be dreſſed in alum and ſalt or meal, 
—. . “..... 5 bs 
For every pound weight avoirdupois of buck and doe 
ſkins, which ſhall be dreſſed in alum and ſalt or meal, or 


otherwiſe tawed in Ireland, and which ſhall be imported in 


the whole ſkin, and neither cut nor diminiſhed in any reſpect 
whatever 
For every dozen of goat- ſkins, ind beaver ſkins, which 
ſhall be dreſſed in alum and ſalt or meal, or otherwiſe tawed 
BO OR MCs > 2 3 De 
For every pound weight avoirdupois of ſhcep ſkins and 
lamb ſkins, which ſhall be dreſſed in alum and ſalt or meal, 
or otherwiſe tawed in Ireland, and which ſhall be imported 
in the whole ſkin, and neither cut nor diminiſhed in any re- 
ſpect whatever 
For every pound weight avoirdupois of all other hides and 
ſkins not herein-before enumerated and deſcribed, and of all 
pieces or parts of hides or ſkins, which ſhall * dreſſed in 
alum and ſalt or meal, or otherwiſe tawed in Ireland 


For every pound weight avoirdupois of all buck, deer, 


and elk ſkins, which ſhall be dreſſed in oil, in Ireland, and 
imported in the whole ſkin, and neitner cut nor diminiſhed 
/ es een ce cis 
For every pound weight avoirdupois all ſheep and lamb 
ſkins, which ſhall be dreſſed i oe im RA 00G 
For every pound weight avoirdupois of all other hides 
and ſkins, and parts and pieces of hides and ſkins, * ſhall 
— , •ůü3.n/ꝗð K ESO 
For every dozen of Iriſh vellun nn 
For every dozen of Iriſh parchment 
Leather manufactured into goods and wares. For every 
pound weight avourdupots of tanned leather manufactured, 
and actually made into goods or wares, in Ireland........ 
For every pound weight avoirdupois of Iriſh made boots 
and ſhoes and gloves, and other manufactures made of tawed 
of Rt / ² ꝰ½ e 
For every pound weight avoirdupois of all buck and deer 
ſkins, and elk kins, drefled in oil, and manufactured into 
goods and wares, in Ireland 


„ . 0 


. ͤ . ͤ ]“ 
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For every pound weight avoirdupois of all ſheep and lamb th 
ſkins, dreſſed in oil, and marufactured into goods or wares, Ni 
IEEE EC $5c une EET 0 V-8 _ 
For every pound weight avoirdupois of afl other hides and 
- ſkins not herein-before enumerated or deſcribed, drefled in al 
oil, and manufactured into goods or wares, in Ireland... 8 1 
» 2p 
Mead or Meth eglin. For every gal. on, Engliſh wine 01 
meaſure, of Iriſh mead or metheglin......, S404 
Paper. For every pound weight avoir dorois of Iriſh 0¹ 
paper fit or proper, or that may be uſed ſor, or applied to, * 
the uſes or purpoſes of writing, drawing, ard printing, or tc 
either of them, and of all Irith elephant papers and unde; | 
J ¾ — A5... ᷣ ͤᷣé1ßXß²§½̃ 0 0 22 d 
For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irifh coloure d pa- 
pers, and whited brown Papers (other than and except ele- 0 
phant and cartridge papers) * and proper for the uſe and 
purpoſe of wrapping up goods, ara not gt or proper, or ca- i! 
pable of b 2Xemg uſed for, Or 7 applied to, the purpoſes of w ri- 
ting, drawing, and prin: ing, or either of them 1 
For every Foam d weight arg irdupe is of Iriſh brown paper, 
fit 2rd proper for the aſe an 1 purpoſe of wr: "Fi ping up goods, 
ard p. be. or proper, or ci pable of being uſed for, or :; plied p 
to, . i 6 ai Pre 8 of vericlagy drawing, ar pin. TIRE : A 
or either of them. NL „%%% EE ny ES, EE 5A 
For every pourd \ Wei? hi avoirdupcis of every ſort or Kind 4 
of Iriſh paper, not herein-before enumerated or dene ſ, 
(ſheathing g und button Po per, and button board exce i oa, IE 6 
For every ore hundred weight of Iriſh paſteboard, mill- o 
board, and ſcalebozrd.................. F 6 20 6 
For every oe hundred weight of Iriſn glazed papers tor t: 
On 3 nei DOE ²˙ w ³·—ꝛꝛ• èꝗÜ 9 8 0 
For every pound weight avoirdupois of books how d or 
unbound; and of maps or prints, w hich ſhall be imported into 0 
Great Britain directly from Ireland. 8 6&2 
Printed Goods, For every vard ſquare of Iriſh printed, a * 
painted, or flained paper, to ſerve for hangings or other uſes O0 0 14 
For every yard in length, reckoning yard-widce, of fo. 
reign callicoes and foreign muſlins, which ſhall be printed, 4 
paint ted, ſtained, or dyed 1 in Ireland (except ſuch as ſhall be t 
dyed throughout of one colour), over and above any duty 8 
of cuſtoms payable on the importation of foreign callicoes 
i ORR Be — 3 23 3 
For every yard in length, reckoning yard-wide, of all 
Iriſh printed, painted, ſtained, or dyed Iriſh-made callicoes, 
mullins, linens, and ſtuffs, made either of cotton or linen 
mixed with other materials; fuſtians, velvets, velverets, di- [ 
mities, and other figured ſtuffs made of cotton and other, 
materials, mixed or wholly made of cotzon wool (except c 


ſuch as ſhall be dyed throughout of one colour only ... 0 0 3 
For every yard in length, reckoning yard- wide, of all 

Iriſh printed, ſtained, painted, or dyed Iriſh made ſtuffs not 

: before enumeratedor deſcribed, (except ſuch as ſhall be dyed 
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throughout of one colour only, and except ſtuſfs made of 
woollen, or. whereof the greateſt part in value ſhall be 
%%% ͤ K I Ca 
For every yard in length, reckoning half. yard wide, of 
all Iriſh printed, ſtained, painted, or dyed filks (ſilk handker- 
chiets excepted) over and above any duty of cuſtoms payable 
on the anportation OEM: ᷣ ·ũàM !!! 5c 
For every yard ſquare of Iriſh printed, flamed, painted, 
or dyed filk hanker-hicis, and fo in proportion for wide or 
narrow filk handkerchiets, over ard above any duty of cuſ- 
— on RK; ũ d 8 
Salt. For every buthel, conſiſting of 50lb. weight avoir- 
dupois, of Iriſh ſalt, or Iriſh Glauber, or Iriſh Epſom falt. . 
For every buſhel, conſiſting of 551b. weight avoirdupois; 
A ...,. 
Sill —-Manufactures of. Ribbons and ſtuffs of ſilk enly, 
the pound containing 16 ounces onlyꝶꝶ j 
Note. YT xvo-thirds of the aveight of gauze, and one- 
third of the wwerght of crape, is to be deducted for gum 


and dreſs. 


Silk, and ribbons of filk mixed with gold or ſilver, the 

(% AAA. ↄ ↄ ⁵m¾TZ— e<is 

Silk ſtockings, ſilk gloves, filk fringe, filk laces, __—_ 
or ſewing ſilk, the pound containing 16 ounces. ; 

Silk, manuiactures of; not otherwiſe enumerated or de. 
ſcribed, the pound containing 16 ounces............---:; 

Stuffs of filk and grogrum yarn, the pound containing 16 
DIR ts = V/ ̃ͤ ͤ ͤ ò0! 8 


Stuffs of ſilk mixed with incle or cotton, the pound con- 
% “ͤ;rr ⅛ •ũmim:m er 
Stuffs of {ilk and worſted, the pound containing 16 ounces 
Stuffs of filk mixed with any other material, the pound 
rg 16 ound. fd eo EE ee 
Soap. For every pound weight avoirdupois of Iriſh hard, 
Sake ff DE 10D; . oo nn ene 5. 8 
For every pound weight avoirdupois, of Iriſh ſoft ſoap. . 
Spirits, Britiſh. For every gallon Engliſh wine ——_ 
of ſpirits, aqua vitz, or ſtrong waters, which ſhall be dif. 
tilled or made in Ireland, and imported at a ſtrength not ex- 
ceeding one to ten over hydrometer EG hin. >> 
Note. Spirits above the trength of one to ten will be 
charged in proportion: and on ſweetened or compounded 
Spirits, the duty will be computed upon the Pighef degree 
of ftrength at which ſuch ſpirits can be made. 
Starch. For every pound weight of Iriſh-ſtarch or hair 
powder, of what kind foeveeeꝶᷣ nr 
Sugar, refined, viz. called baſtards, whole or ground, the 


Si ti enticiodbo co ee 
%% ] Ĺñ—‚k0 
Powder Joaf, the double loaf, the cwt 
Sugar candy, brown, the cwt.. 
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Sugar candy, white, the cwt 
Sugar, refined, of any other ſort, the Www ůi. . 
Sweets. For every barrel, conſiſting of thirty-one gallons 
and a half Engliſh wine meaſure, of Iriſh ſweets, or other 
Iriſh liquor made by infuſion, fermentation, or otherw iſe, 
from fruit or ſugar, or from truit or ſugar mixed with any 
other materials or ingredients whatſoever, commonly called 
ſweets, or called or diſtinguiſhed by the name of made wines 
Tebacco and Snuff. For every pound weight avoirdupois 
of unmanufactured tobacco, of the growth or produce of Ire- 
land, over and above any duty of cuſtoms............... 
For every pound weight avoirdupois of Iriſh manufactured 
ſhort cut tobacco, or tobacco manufactured into what is com- 
monly called or known by the name of Spaniſh.......... 


For every pound weight avoirdupois of Irith manufactured 
f/ ͤ c „ j 


For every pound weight avoirdupois of Iriſh manufactured 
h/ w (. 


For every pound weight avoirdupois of Iriſh manufactured 
hh OT 2 
For every pound weight avoirduvois of every other ſort of 


Iriſh manufactured tobacco not herein- before enumerated or 
/// V c 


Far every pound weight avoirdupois of Irim manufactured 
% ¶õ c 


For every pound weight avoirdupois of Iriſh manufactured 
Scotch ſnuff 


For every pound weight avoirdupois of Iriſh manufactured 
D Sg one . K Iry IN 


For every pound weight avoirdupois of Iriſh — 
/// /// // ˙ A 0. 


For every pound weight avoirdupois of every other ſort or 
kind of Iriſh manufactured ſnuff, or ſnuff work, not herein- 
before enumerated or deſeribe di.... 

Tobacco unmanufactured, the pound.................. 

Verjuice. For every hogſhead, conſiſting of ſixty- three 
gallons Engliſh wine meaſure, of Iriſh ver juice. 

Vinegar. Forevery barrel, conſiſting of thirty-four gallons 
Engliſh beer meaſure, of Iriſh —A! ˙ 

Wire. For every ounce troy weight of Iriſh gilt wire. 

For every ounce troy of Iriſh ſilver wirre. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of Iriſh gold thread, 
gold lace, or gold fringe, made of plate wire, {pun upon filk . . 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of Iriſh filver thread, 
filver lace, or ſilver fringe, made of plate wire ſpun upon ſilk . 


0 5 
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Ordered, Fhat a meſſage be ſent to the Lords to communicate 
to their Lordſhips the ſaid reſolution, and. that their Lordſhips 


' concurrence be deſired thereto. 


Ordered, alſo, That Mr. ns do carry the ſaid meſſzge and 


reſolution to the Lords. 


r -4 


3 


voted a ſum of 5; Oo, oool. on credit towards ſubſidies : he would 
wiſh to know, whether, of the 5 o0, oool. any part was to be paid 


Mr. Chaneellor PI TT. moved the order of the day for the 
Houſe to go into a Committee of ſupply; which being read, he 
moved, That the treaty between His Britannic Majeſty and the 
Elector Palatine of Bavaria ſhould be referred to the ſaid Com- 
mittee; and alſo that the eſtimates preſented to the Houſe on laſt 
Friday, would be referred to the ſaid Committee, which were 

reed to. 

The Houſe then reſolved into a Committee of ſupply. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that he had the ſatisfaction to in- 
form the Committee, that che terms of the treaty now before them 
were more economical than any other that we were able to make. 
He would not detain their attention longer, but move. That a 
ſum not exceeding 566,6881. ſhould be granted to His Majeſty 
to defray the expences of the 12,000 troops engaged of the Elector 
of Bavaria, for the ſervice of His Britannic Majeſty.” 

Mr. TIERNEY thought himſelf juſtified in calling on the right 
honourable the Chancellay of the Exchequer for ſome explanation 
reſpecting our connections with the Emperor of Germany. From 
the very advanced ſtate of the campaign, it muſt ſeem ſtrange that 
we ſhould be carrying on war, and voting ſubſidies, without know- 
ing either the grounds or expectations of ſuch meaſures. He did 
not mean to puſh that queſtion now; but he wiſhed to expreſs his 
defire of information on the ſubject, and hoped that after the holi- 
days, at an early day, the right honourable gentleman would be 
ready to give an anſwer to the ſatisfaction of the Houſe. We 
were now voting a ſpecific ſum as a ſubſidy, and we had already 


to the Ruſſians ; becauſe, from the ſtatement of the unfunged 
debt, no notice was taken of the 45,000. Ruſſians engaged in the 
ſervice of this country. He wiſhed to know whether the Foo, oool. 
was to be applied to any of the treaties of the laſt year, as he n- 
tended to move for certain outſtanding accounts. 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, that he had ſtated on a france oe- 
cafion, that he would early after the holidays be enabled to give 
every explanation on that ſubject, and hoped that it would be on | 
a very early day in his power to fulfil that promiſe. On the vote 
of 500, oool. he had to inform the honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Tierney) that it was voted on the general principle of being ap- 
plied in ſuch a manner as would beſt enable His Majeſty to get all 


the neeeſſary aid againſt the common enemy. He would not enter 


on the detail of this, as it would "ſhortly come in due form before 


the Houſe. On the Ruſſians, he ſaid he would, juſt tate, dates 
C 
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ſums of money will be due to them when they come into our ſervice, 
and that would be ſtated in due time. 


Mr. TIERNEY faid, that he was not ſatisfied with the expla- 


| nation of the Right Honourable Gentleman, who ſaid that what- 


ever the object may be he would produce a ſomething like a treaty 


with the Emperor. He (Mr, Tierney) had alſo to inquire after 


the ſum of 1,600,000l. of which the Emperor got poſſeſſion about 
two years ago, for no duty then done by him, and of which there 
was no account ſince made. He hoped for the very early day the 
Right Honourable Gentleman mentioned, to diſcuſs this buſineſs of 
the Emperor, and to have an explanation for voting away the pub- 


Mr. Chancellor PITT aid, that the debt alluded to by the Ho- 


nourable Gentleman was acknowledged as for this year; and on the 
- ſubje& of a treaty he did not deny that there would be a treaty ; but 
he faid that it would not be in readineſs at ſo early a period as that 
mentioned by him, as there muſt be ſome time for its ratification ; 
but the Houſe ſhould, he ſaid, have a full account of the engage- 
ments entered into by his Majeſty with the Emperor, though they 
could not be ſo immediately ratified. 


The Houſe was reſumed, and the Report was ordered to be re- 


ceived to-morrow. 


A meſſage was brought from the Lords, by Mr. Holford and 


Mr. Graves, That the Lords had agreed to the reſolution of this 


Houſe relative to the countervailing duties to be paid on importation 
from Ireland into Great Britain, after the union of the two king- 
doms, on the ſeveral articles enumerated in the ſchedule, No. 1. A, 


| annexed to the 6th article of the Union between the ſaid kingdoms, 


and have alſo agreed to an addreſs to his Majeſty thereupon, to 


| which they deſire the concurrence of this Houſe. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT then moved that the addreſs ſhould be 


read; which being done, he moved that it ſhould be read a ſecond 


time. 7 
Mr. WILBERFORCE BIRD objected to the ſchedule of coun- 


tervailing duties, as highly diſadvantageous to the intereſts of Great 


Britain. He took notice of the arguments of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, in which he (Mr. Pitt) contended that a country 
old in manufactures, could underſell one whoſe manufactures were 


in their infancy, even though the price of labour was higher than 
the old one, and this on account of its ſuperior capital and ſkill. 


'This, though true in general, he (Mr. Bird) ſaid, was liable to ex- 
ceptions, and inſtanced it in the caſe of the - Spitalfields manufac- 
turers, who went down to Scotland, carried on their trade, and 
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were ſoon enabled to underſell the Spital fields weavers in their own 
market. This conſideration would, he hoped, induce the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer to conſider what they were about, as he 
(Mr. Bird) had no idea of this kind of liberality. He then made 
ſome comparative calculations to prove this diſadvantage, and de- 
precated the adopting of it. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the reſolutions were already | 
agreed upon, though it was natural for the Honourable Gentleman 
to expreſs his anxiety on a ſubject of which he had taken up ſuch 
an opinion. But on his part, he ſaid, he was of a contrary opinion; 
he thought the advantages mutual, and ſuch as would ultimately 
turn out to be beneficial to both kingdoms. He then examined the 
calculations made by Mr. Bird, and drew a different concluſion. 

The addreſs was then read a ſecond time, and it was - 

Reſolved, That this Houſe doth agree with the Lords in the | 
ſaid addreſs to be preſented to his Majeſty ; and that the blank 
therein be filled up with the words and Commons.” 

Ordered, That a meſſage be ſent to the Lords, to acquaint their 
Lordſhips that this Houſe hath agreed to the addreſs to which the 
Lords defired the concurrence of this Houſe, and have filled up the 
blank therein with the words“ and Commons.” 

Ordered alſo, That Mr. Douglas do carry the ſaid meſſage. 

The addreſs, when filled up, was as follows: 


«« . Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 4 
We, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjeQs, the Lords 
Spiritual and "Temporal, and Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, 
beg leave to lay before your, Majeſty a ſtatement of the countervail- 
ing duties which we have agreed upon as neceſſary to be impoſed 
on articles the growth, produce, or manufacture of Ireland, imported 
into Great Britain; which we humbly requeſt your Majeſty will 


communicate to the two Houſes of Parliament of Ireland, for their 
concurrence.” 


Mr. BRAGGE brought up the report from the Committee of 
Supply of laſt Friday, voting the ſum of 41,4001, as a compenſa- 
tion for the owners of the ſhips the Aurora, the Mentor, and the 
Lark, for the loſs of their ſhips, burned by order, as —— at 
Mogadore ; which was read and agreed to. 

The MASTER of the ROLLS faid, that he 3 a dill was 
brought down to the Houſe which made a great noiſe, and on which 
it was not his intention to enter at preſent, farther than to propoſe 
that it ſhould be read a firſt time, and printed before it ſhould be 
read a ſecond time; he would therefore move, That the Bill for 
the more cffe@tual puniſhing of adultery be now read.” 

C 2 


— . 
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Mr. BOUVERIE roſe and ſaid, that he did not know whether : 


this was the time to oppoſe— 

He was going to proceed, when 

The SPEAKER informed him, that the Houſe' did not know 
what the Bill contained, and had no means of knowing it until it 
was read; and therefore there was a neceſſity that it ſhould be read 
a firſt time, which was agreed to. The Speaker then read the re- 
ſpective clauſes, on which 

The MASTER of the ROLLS moved that it ſhould be read a 
ſecond time. 

Mr. BOUVERIE returned thanks to the Speaker 01 his infor- 
mation, and proceeded in obſerving that the contents of the bill were 


now known to all. His objections were on Parliamentary grounds, 


as it went to limit the powers of the Legiſlature, by preventing the 
bringing in a bill of divorce unleſs under the terms preſcribed by 
this bill. He knew an inſtance of this did exiſt, but it was an 
overſight of the Legiſlature to have ſuffered ſuch a bill to paſs. — 
This bill too preſumed upon ſome abuſe which the Legiſlature had 
made of its powers in paſſing bills of divorce, which was faid to 
give riſe to this new regulation. Was that the caſe? and if we 
were not juſtified in paſſing ſuch bills, let us, he ſaid, delegate that 
power to ſome more-proper tribunal. But why we ſhould put it 
out of our power to paſs laws on bills of divorce he did not know, 
and therefore intended to oppoſe this bill in every ſtage, and to take 
the ſenſe of the Houſe upon it on this as on every future ſtage. 

The MASTER of the ROLLS aid, that this was the firſt time 
he had known a bill of this ſort oppoſed in the firſt inſt: nee. The 
leading objection, he perceived, conſiſted in its making that a miſde- 
meanour which before was an action; the other point, which went 
to prevent the adulterer from intermarrying with the adultreſs, was 
no material objection at all. He appealed then to the experience 
of the Houſe whether it was not uſual to read ſuch Aa. bill in form 

once, and then print it for the better conſideration of it, and not in- 
conſiderately throw it out, as no bill ever was, before Gentlemen 
- had an opportunity of giving their opinion on it. 

Sir GILBERT HEATHCOTEMaid, that he had read all the diſ- 
euſſions on it — 14 call to order.] He then proceeded to ſay, that 
he would give it all the oppoſition in his power; not that it was his 
idea that adultery ſhould be encouraged — he would wiſh to fee it 
cheeked and puniſhed ; but becauſe it transferred the right of pu 
niſhing from the Jury to the Judges, arming them with new and 

formidable powers. He would not enter further on the ſubject, as 
it was not now propoſed to diſcuſs it, but give it at once his negative. 


. . 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT roſe in ſupport of the bill, and ſaĩd, that 
the Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke firſt againſt it aſſigned no 
one reaſon why it ſhould not paſs. The arguments went by na 

means to the eſſentials of the bill, the making a miſdemeanour of 
that which is now but a civil treſpaſs, and the preventing the par- 
ties from marrying again. He abſtained too from the principle, 
but objected to one particular clauſe which the Lords had. intro- 
duced, and which a word may remove in the Committee, namely, 
that of taking away the right of appealing to the Legiſlature for bills 
of divorce unleſs the parties had complied with the proviſions of 
the act. He now called upon Gentlemen to ſay whether they could 
at preſent be competent to throw out ſuch a bill on a bare firſt view, 
unleſs they were decidedly of opinion that the parties under the act 
ſhould be permitted to marry again, or that they thought the crime 


of adultery ſhould not be puniſhed as a miſdemeanour. There 


were a variety of opinions on this former clauſe, and many too from. 
laudable feelings were much againſt it, but not to ſuch a degree as 
to prevent a diſcuſſion of it, and ſuch a modification as may effectu- 
ally provide againſt a growing evil. One Honourable Baronet op- 
poſed its form, and another Honourable Gentleman oppoſed its ſub- 
' ſtance ; he agreed with his Honourable friend, the Maſter of the 
Rolls, that this was not the time for diſcuſſion. * Whoever 
thinks it a matter of grave conſideration, affecting the ſecurity of 
public morals, will not ſhew a haſty or indignant deſire to rejeR it, 
after the grave and mature deliberation it has undergone in another 
place. Whether viewed on the grounds of protecting the public 
morals, or on the foundation of public policy, no man can treat it as 
a light or tri. ial conſideration, nor will I, under ſuch conſidera- 
tion, ſtiſſe it in its birth,” On the clauſe of miſdemeanour, he did 
not think any man could object; the other clauſe formed a variety 
of opinions, ſubject to the modification of thoſe who were intereſted 
for the public good. On the whole, he thought the benefits would 
preponderate in favour of ſocicty ; and that whatever degree of ſe- 
verity was inflicted on the few, it would operate beneficially for the 
whole, Did the queſtion ariſe on the ſufferings of an innocent indi- 
vidual, no man would heſitate ro balance between the good and evil; 
but when the law was made to a& upon offending individuals, there 
was no man who did nat fee that general benefit would reſult from 
it. In order to eſtimate juſtly ſuch a regulation, he muſt balance 
between all thoſe whoſe innocence, whoſe virtues, and whoſe cha- 
racers might be endangered and loſt, and thoſe whoſe guilt had 
been detected and proved, and conſider the preſervation of the for- 
mer claſs as dependent upon the detection and purges of the 
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latter. He could not ſee how any man could withhold his affent 
from the further progreſs of the bill, unleſs ſuch a man was anxious 
to give his opinion that the Legiſlature ſhould not further interfere, 
or pay further regard to the fecurity of the morals of the country. 

Sir G. HEATHCOTE explained. | 

Mr. JOLLIFFE admitted that ſome regulations ſhould be 
made; but theſe were ſo oppreſſive, ſo unjuſt, that the mind re- 
volted at them. He denied that the number of divorces was any 
proof that adultery had increaſed : this proved only that divorce 
bills were now more frequently paſſed than formerly, and not that 


adultery was more frequently committed. He objected to making 


adultery a miſdemeanour, but not to puniſhing of it ſeverely. He 
had other objections which led him to obje to the bill in foto, unleſs 
it were fo altered as to leave nothing but the preamble behind. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL pointed out the propriety of 
giving all the protection imaginable to the married ſtate ; but from 
the imprefiton his mind had received from this bill, he was hoſtile 


to it ; and though he would not object to entertain it, from courteſy - 


to the other Houſe of Parliament, yet inthe end it ſhould have his 
full and decided negative. 

Mr. WINDHAM gave his aſſent to the firſt part of the bill, 
which made the committing of adultery a miſdemeanour ; but the 
other part, which went to prevent the parties from intermarrying, 
did not appear to him likely to operate the effect, and doubted much 
whether it would produce its intended purpoſe. He would in one 
reſpect be led to reject, and in another to retain a part; but on the 
main point would reſerve himſelf. He was at a loſs to know why 


any gentleman ſhould think of rejecting the bill on a firſt view. 


Feeling as he did on this bill, he would urge theſe proceedings on, 


not through courteſy to the other. Houſe, but through courteſy to 


the ſubject; from a reſpect due to public morals, and from a ſenſe 


every man ſhould have of checking the growth of adultery. It 


was to protect that ſtate which is the inſtitution of the foundation of 
ſociety, as deſcribed by our firſt poet. He did not underſtand how 


his honourable friend (Mr. Jolliffe) could reject the bill; if he thought 


ſomething ſhould be done, the bill ſhould go to a Committee. 

Should the Houſe rejeQ it, the rejection would go to this—if we 

may not do ſomething by penal ſtatute, we ſhall do nothing at all. 
Mr. MARTIN, from reſpect to the Houſe of Lords, wiſhed 


Juſt to entertain and diſcuſs the bill ; but the impreſſion of his mind 


was againſt it. 
Mr. WILBERFORCE , upported the bill as abſolutely neceſſary 


to check fo great and growing an evil by legiſlative interference. 
___ | ; 
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Sir FRANCIS BURDE1TT JONES did not believe the bill 


calculated to obtain the object it aimed at; for it ſeemed to him 


calculated rather to prevent marriage than adultery. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, that his ſentiments were quite unde- 
cided, and therefore he was not prepared to ſtop the bill in limine, 
and cloſe the door againſt diſcuſſion. Whether the crime of adul- 
tery had of late years increaſed, did not ſeem certain ; for the in- 
creaſed number of divorces was” aſcribed by many gentlemen to 
other cauſes. Neither was there any concurrence of opinion as to 
the remedy among thoſe who deemed ſome new laws to be neceſ- 
ſary. Some thought that adultery ought to be made a miſdemeanor, 
but diſapproved of the clauſe prohibiting the intermarriage of the 


guilty parties ; others maintained the reverſe. Some contended 


that the propoſed meaſure world effectually anſwer the deſired pur- 
poſe ; others, that it would aggravate the evil it was intended to 
remove. When he faw gentlemen. of great talents differ ſo mate- 
rially on a ſubjeQ of ſuch great importance, he could not but own 


that he wiſhed for more information, and for that reaſon ſhould 


vote that the bill be read a ſecond time. 
Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, he ſhould give the ſame vote as his ho- 


nourable friend, and for the ſame reaſon. 

The Houſe divided—tfor the motion, I a it, 38. 
Majority 11 4. 

. The bill was then ordered to be printed, and read a ſecond 
time on Friday next. ; 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day, which was 


for the Houſe to reſolve jitſelf into a Committee of the whole 


Houſe, on the bill for the better aſcertaining and colleQing the du- 
fies granted by ſeveral acts paſſed in the laſt ſeſſions of Parliament, 
relating to the duties on Income, and to explain and · amend the 
ſaid act. | 

The Houſe went into. a Committee accordingly. 

The firſt two clauſes being read and agreed to; 

Mr. W. SMITH wiſhed to know the object of the third clauſe, 
in requiring that perſons ſhould diſtinguiſh in their returns, how 
much of their income ariſes from trade, and how much from other 
ſources. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, it muſt be very fatisfaQory to have 
the proportion of the public burthen which fell on the commercial 


" 


. Intereſt clearly aſcertained. 


Mr. W. SMITH, in reply, thought the diſtinction oy” pro- 
duce nothing but trouble and diſcloſure ; and that the cauſe aſſigned 


| Unounted ue to curioſity, which he did not conceive — 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT aid, the income from commerce would ori; 
not be made public ; and now that a jealouſy was raiſed againſt the it 
commercial intereſt, as not contributing in a fair proportion with wh 
the landed, it became an obvious policy to aſcertain how much was het 
borne by each. of 
iN Mr. PEELE feared that the diſtinction would afford an opening hin 
. for evaſion ; he alſo ſuggeſted that landed property neceffarily em- anc 
þ. ployed in elrrying on trade ſhould be conſidered as conſtituting: a tha 
F part of mercantile income. tur 
|, Mr. Chancellor PITT thought it ſufficiently clear that it was {| of | 
1 ſo intended. | 
1 The clauſe was then read and agreed to. wat 
4 Mr. W. SMITH faid, the Chancellor of the Exchequer” had | 

L but one object in view, which was to make the tax productive. Now as 
3 he had two objects; the one, that the tax, if it muſt continue, ſhould act 
8 be productive; the other, that it muſt be juſt, and not inconſiſtent ma 
0 with the liberty of the ſubject.— With regard to himſelf, he paid Wer 
iy laſt year more than he was bound to do; and rather than ſubje& tha 
himſelf to ſuch rigorous exactions as he had heard were once in- ber 
A tended, he would have paid ſtill more, although he believed he = 
* knew of ſome who had paid leſs than they ought. So much for ſtat 
Ji the act of laſt year. With regard to this clauſe, it was drawn with A | 
i complete, abſolute, and entire ignorance of all commercial concerns lon 
4 whatever. It was perfectly nugatory in one ſenſe ; it would create whi 
® 2 diſputes in another. It called not only on a man to give oth 

I in an account of his own income, but alfo of the income of his of 
7 partner, which was abſolutely impoſſible i in many caſes. He was he | 
hi mſelf concerned in two trades ; in the one he had four partners— his 

in the other he had two; and he knew no more what the income 

Was of either of his partners than he did of that of any member of 

of that Houſe, nor did any of his partners know any thing of his ſep: 

income. He knew not whether they gave it in on an average of and 

three years, or on the produce of the laſt year. He had no means 

ef knowing any thing upon that ſubject, and he ſhould not expect re 

a very civil anſwer if he were ſo impertinent as to aſk them queſ- _—_ 

tions concerning that matter. If this clauſe was expected to be 1 

enforced without a penalty, it would be perfeAly nugatory; if a per! 

penalty was to attach on not obeying of it, it was quite unjuſt. fidiy 

Nugatory in the firſt place, unjuſt 1 in the ſecond, and abſolutely im- the 

poſſible to be complied with in the third, was this clauſe, and there- not 

fore it was impoſſible that the Committee ſhould agree to it. the 


Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid the honourable gentleman was pleaſed the 
to apply ſome ſtudiouſly hard words againſt this clauſe, and to ſay it , 


- 
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originated in entire ignorance of the ſubje to which i it referred. Now 
it did ſo happen that this ſubje& had been conſidered by perſons 
who underſtood it as well as the honourable gentleman, . He appre- 
hended it to call for nothing more than that of giving in the names 


of his partners, and calling on each of them to make a return for 


himſelf, and that they ſhould all go before the ſame Commiſſioners, 
and alſo to deſcribe their reſidence. —It had no ſuch meaning as 
that of calling on one partner to anſwer for the accuracy of the re- 
turn of another ; there was no ſuch intention, nor did the FIRE 
of the ſentence warrant any ſuch conſtruction. 

Mr. W. SMITH inſiſted that his conſtruction of the clauſe 
was right, and in ſupport of his aſſertion read the clauſe. 

Mr. ELLISON expreſſed a great defire that the bill ſhould be 
as clearly worded as poſſible, and complained that ſome modern 
acts of parliament had puzzled the Judges in their endeavours to 
make out their ſenſe. He was inclined to think, and ſo he ſaid 


were ſome others with whom he had converſed upon the ſubject, 


that the clauſe would bear the conſtrudtion of the honourable mem- 
ber who oppoſed it. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE faid, that if no perſon were compelled to 
ſtate more than he knew, there would be no objeQion to the clauſe. 
A partner might certainly know whether the firm to which he be- 
longed, delivered a joint, or ſeparate return; but this was not all 
which was required of him. He was called upon to ſtate, among 
other things, when and before what Commiſſioners all and each 
of his partners were, or was aſſeſſed.“ With thoſe circumſtances 
he might not be acquainted, and his partners might refuſe to ſatisfy 
his inquiries. 

The clauſe was then amended by ſubſtituting him or her inſtead 
of them, or, in other words, by permitting each partner to give in a 
ſeparate, ſtatement individually for himſelf. — This was agreed to, 
and the elauſe adopted. 


Mr. PEELE objeQed to the 5th clauſe in its preſent form, 


requiring that the returns, whether joint or ſeparate, ſhould be. 


made where the principal partner reſides, in caſes of trade carried 
on in divers places. The clauſe, he thought, ſo worded was im- 
perfect; for the principal partner might be a ſleeping partner, re- 
ſiding at a diſtance from the ſeat of manufacture; and conſequently 
the return would be made to a ſet of Commiſſioners who might know 
nothing of the concern. 


the place whays the principal part of the trade was carried on. 


He therefore moved an amendment to 
the effect that the return ſhould be made to the Commiſſioners of ! 
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This produced a converſation between Mr. Smith, Mr. Peele, 
Mr. Jeffries, Mr. Burdon, Mr. Elliſton, and Mr. Pitt, with reſpect 
to the place. After which 

Mr. Chancellor PITT propoſed, as the moſt complete amend- 
ment to anſwer the ideas of all parties, that inſtead of ** divers,” be 
inſerted or any of the places where ſuch trade is carried on, which 
ſhall be choſen by the principal partners, or if the ſhares are 
equal, &c.“ 

Sir F. BARING did not ſee how the Commiſſioners, in caſe 
the ſtatement returned was diſapproved, could be ſatisfied without 
the production of the books; and how thefe could be obtained from 
the different places of trade, for the purpoſe of laying them before 
the Commiſſioners of the place where the return was made. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL approved Mr. Pitt's amend. 
ment, which was put and carried. 

Mr. W. SMITH objected to the 6th clauſe, by which the 
receiver was not ſworn to ſecrecy, while the Commiſſioners wha 
appointed him were. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, the receiver would not know the 
amount of the returns to the Commercial Commiſſioners, as they 
would be done by letters inſtead of real ſignatures. 

Mr. WILLIAM SMITH put a caſe of only two men, of 
very unequal ſituations in life, making returns in a given diſtrict. 
Though one return might be ſigned A, and the other B, yet the 
receiver muſt know, from the inequality of the returns, whom 
particularly thoſe letters ſeverally meant, It was at length agreed 
that the receiver ſhould be ſworn to ſecrecy alſo. 

The Houſe came now to the 7th clauſe, which provides the 
amount below which no perſon ſhall be entitled to appeal to the 
| Commercial Commiſſioners in London. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, it was propoſcd that no perfons ſhould 
come before the Commercial Commiſſioners in London, unleſs their 
profits were 2001, per annum, ſo that they paid 20l. Theſe Com- 
miſſioners were to be ſelected from among the moſt eminent perſons 
in trade, and for that reaſon had not much fitneſs to judge of the 
concerns of inferior tradeſmen. But he was anxjous to have it 
underſtood that thoſe who were below this ſum, would have as 
much attention beſtowed on their caſe as thoſe of a higher claſs in 
opulence, It had been ſuppoſed that thoſe who were in trade, and 
whoſe income- was below this ſum, would not have that income 
examined in the ſame manner, nor have the fame ſecurity for juſt 
aſſeſſment or ſecrecy as thoſe above them; the truth was, they would 
have the ſame ſecurity and the ſame ſecrecy as thoſe of a higher 
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claſs, only their returns would be made to perſons more able than 
great merchants were to underſtand their concerns. 
Mr. W. SMITH faid, he did not believe that the objects the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had in view by this clauſe would þe 
anſwered by it ; he apprehended it would produce much inconvenis 
ence,—As the right honourable gentlemen ſtated this clauſe, it was 
plain enough ; but it might happen that the firſt merchant in the 
city of London might go this year before the Commercial Com- 
miſſioners, and next year before the Common Commiſſioners : the 
trade of a merchant did not always yield a profit; it was ſome- 
times attended with a loſs, and then the merchant would not pay 
20l. a year.—Another caſe might happen: a perſon who is not 
now to be entitled to go before the Commercial Commiſſioners, 
becauſe he does not this year pay 201. may next year have great 
profits from his trade, and pay more than that ſum, and therefore 
he ought to come under the diſtinction of the higher claſs ; but 
here was no proviſion of that kind. | 
Mr. Chancellor PITT aid, the line muſt be drawn ſomewhere, | 
and the queſtion was, whether the amount of the property was the 
beſt criterion on the line of trade in which a perſon was employed? 
Now, with all that he had heard upon the ſubject, and all that he 
had been able to think upon the ſubjeQ, he thought the amount of 
the income was the beſt criterion : it was not a very eaſy thing to 
make a clear diſtinction between a wholeſale and a retail dealer in 
trade; that was, he meant to ſay, it was not eaſy to make an exact 
legal diſtinction between them: but the caſe put by the honourable 
gentleman was extremely improbable. The extreme fluctuation to 
which the honourable gentleman referred would moſt likely make 
perſons ſubject to it, make their return, not upon the income of a 
ſingle year, but on an average of ſeveral years; and in that view 
of the ſubject there was no probability that a merchant's income 
would be reduced below the 200]. a year, ſo as to bring him below 
his former ſcale ; but after all, if any ſuch caſe occurred, there 
would be ſecurity for ſuch perſon to have an equitable aſſeſſ- 
ment. f 
Mr. W. SMITH faid, the right honourable gentleman ſeemed to 
conſider theſe caſes of probable reduction of the ſcale from loſs in 
trade much too lightly. There was a claſs of perſons to whom 
this obſervation applied —he meant the brewers, who had ſuſtained 
very large and heavy loſſes, from the late extravagantly high price 
of malt and hops. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE alſo diſapproved of the clauſe. What was 
the avowed objeR of ſending perſons in trade, whoſe gains were not 

| D 2 
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above a certain ſum, to the Commiſſioners for the general purpoſes 
of the act? It had been ſaid on a former evening, not that the Com- 
mercial Commiſſioners of London and its vicinity, having too much 
employment in that capacity, wanted to be relieved from a part of 
the trouble ; but that they were not good judges of the affairs of 
men concerned in ſmall trades. Thus perſons unaccuſtomed to 
trade, for the Common Commiſſioners were uſually of that defcrip- 
tion, were deemed more capable of aſſeſſing inferior merchants or 
traders than the Commercial Commiſſioners, who were generally | 
ſome of the moſt opulent men -in the mercantile line. To- day a | 


a clothier for inſtance, whoſe works were built on the banks of ſome 
3 | — 


3 
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Commercial Commiſſioner was well qualified to eſtimate a neigh- | of 
bouring tradeſman's income; but to-morrow, if that tradeſman's pro- , 
fits funk below a given amount, a gentleman totally ignorant of all | | 
trade was better fitted for the work. This was very ſtrange ; he mit 
thought alſo, that the changing of the tribunal before which a WM the 
trader appeared led to a diſcloſure of his circumſtances which might | wa 
prove ruinous *to his credit; neither could he ſee why the clauſe, dr 
ſuppoſe it to be a proper one, ſhould not be extended to Briſtol, Ge 
Liverpool, and other great commercial towns, as well as to the city the 
of London. am 
Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that, from the comparative tit 
ſmallneſs of thoſe places, the local Commiſſioners would be able to for 
form a pretty adequate idea of the circumſtances of every trader or 
down to the loweſt ſhopkeeper. m: 
On the ſuggeſtion of. Sir FRANCIS BARING, the following ſc 
words were added as an amendment to the clauſe—** and ſhall rec 
not have amounted to 201. the preceding year.” — The clauſe was pr 
then paſſed. 8 be 
The Committee now proceeded through the $th, gth, roth, ſu 
11th, and 12th elauſes, and adopted ſome verbal amendments. . 
Mr. HOBHOUSE called the attention of the Committee to the ha 
I 3th clauſe, which diredts * the Commercial Commiſſioners and of 
Commiſſioners for general purpoſes, to tranſmit to the Board of th 
i Taxes the amount of income aſſeſſed by them, as arifing from ca 
3 trade or manufacture; and the amount of income aſſeſſed by them 
7 as arifing from any other ſource or ſources, diſtinguiſhing the amount pr 
3 ariſing in each pariſh or place.” He ſaid that, to aſcertain the th 
1 amount of the income tax paid by the whole commereial property of 1 
'* the kingdom, appeared to be the leading object of all the regulations ec 
0 in the bill, as far as they related to trade or manufacture. But he ar 
1 hoped that the right honourable gentleman would not inſiſt on ar 
iſt mote than was neceſſary for that purpoſe. Suppoſe a manufacturer, ha 
| 
| 


Mar 26. Br -- © 


river, to be the only tradeſman in a pariſh ; (the examples were very 
numerous ;) if the. amount of income ariſing in each - pariſh or 
place, diſtinguiſhing commercial from other income, be ſent to the 
Board of Taxes, together, with /alphabetical liſts containing the 
names, deſcription, and place of reſidence of every perſon aſſeſſed 
through that Board, which is under no obligation of ſecrecy, this 
manufacturer's affairs might be ſoon known to all the world. Mr. 
Hobhouſe was going to move that the words ' diſtinguiſhing the 
amount ariſing in each pariſh or place ” ſhould be left out; when 
Mr: Chancellor PITT faid, he had intended to make a motion 
of the faid kind. Agreed to. 

The two next clauſes were agreed to with a few . alterations 

Mr. Chancellor PITT then called the attention of the Com- 
mittee to the next claufe (the 16th), ſtating the manner in which 
the income of landlord and tenant was to be taken. The clauſe 
was in lieu of the ſchedule now repealed : the articles which it em- 
braced were, however, the ſame, but the proportion would vary. 
Gentlemen, he ſaid, would recolleR, that laſt year it was agreed that 
the profit of the landlord and tenant was not to be aſcertained by the 
amount of rent only, but of the aggregate of rent, poor's rates, and 
tithes. Two deductions were then allowed, by taking away one- 
fourth, aud aſcertaining the profit at a half of the remaining 3-4ths, 
or thereabouts. This mode was found too favourable to farmers, . 
many of whom had thereby been enabled to lower themſelves in the 
ſcale of income below what they ſhould have fairly paid, and many to 
reduce themſelves below Gol. ſo as not to pay any thing at all. The 
proportion he ſhould now ſtate was, that if ſuch aggregate amount 
be under 3ool. a year, then the income ſhall be taken at 3-5ths of 
ſuch amount, and if upwards, then at 3-4ths. As, however, this 
was a general proportion, which might involve a particular caſe of 
hardſhip, a power would be given to enter into a view of the fituation 
of the farmer; and, therefore, he ſhould make a proviſ$ to enable 
the farmer, in caſe he ſhould feel himſelf aggricved, to make out a 
caſe for redrefs. | 

Mr. HARRISON entered into a calculation to ſhew that the 
proportion would be much more than 10 per cent. on the income of 
the farmer: from one view of it, he inſiſted he would pay 2 31. on 
I 20l. and, from another, at the rate of 9s. 4d. in the pound. The 
conſequence, therefare, would be, that he would throw up his farm, 
and the tax would fall on the landlord. It wodld, therefore, 
amount to a new tax upon the latter. He alſo inſtanced the great 
hardſhip which it would impoſe on a man taking a long leaſe which 
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did not vield him any immediate profit, and recommended that the 
actual gain ſhould be the meaſure of the tax. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT contended that the income of the farmer 
would only be taxed in the ſame proportion as that of other deſerip- 
tions of the community ; the only queſtion therefore was, whether 
he ſhould pay a tenth of his income, or leſs? He could not ſee why 
this reſpectable claſs of men required more indulgence than any 
other. Where the tithes and other parochial rates were low, then 
the land was high in proportion, and ce verſa; and where the 
poor's rates were increaſed, then the farmer raiſed the price of his ar- 
ticles in proportion ; the one therefore ſhould be ſet againſt the : 
other. Should a caſe occur, where the farmer ſhould be diſappointed = 


at an average of three years paſt ; as the farmers would be very un- 


2 x 13 
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WO in his ſpeculations, then there was a proviſo in the bill which gave =y 
"ff him a power to prove the real amount of his income, and to bo 
"3d aſſeſſed on an average of preceding years. 09 
Mr. BASTARD ſaid, that ſeveral taxes which were actually 5 
1 paid by land owners and farmers, were not ineluded in the number * 
| i for which an abatement was to be granted. Pariſhes were often — 
1 heavily aſſeſſed for the rebuilding of churches and bridges, which * 
c 
3 were deſtroyed by hurricanes and inundations. They were very * 
In heavily charged for the making and repairing of highways ; and the £ 
40 calling out of the militia had nearly doubled the amount of the 5 P 
poor's rates, which were a direct contribution to Government. The T} 
34 land- holder, therefore, was aſſeſſed by this act for income which he all 
it never received. The landed intereſt, and the farmers particularly, 1 
of were cruelly opprefſed, He would take the inſtance of a farmer BA 
. 10 who rented twenty acres of land, at 151. per acre, which was no un- "i 
:#] common price in the neighbourhood of London, and other great ob 
4 towns. For this farm he would pay 3ool. a year of rent, and _ 
15 would be ſuppoſed. to make a clear income of 250l. But to pay 7 
17 this tax alone, and pay his landlord, he muſt make by theſe twenty Fi 
1 acres 550b a year, which was altogether impoſlible. Fo 
5 Mr. D. RYDER ſaid, that ſome criterion was neceſſary, and Fil 
# that he was confident a better could not be diſcovered. . 
| Mr. BASTARD ſaid, that many farmers wiſhed to give up (oe 
. their leaſes, that they might be freed from the intolerable burthen of 1 
N 0 poor's rates. Vet upon theſe poor's rates * were to pay an ad- 
1 4 ditional tax. | * 
. Mr. VANSITTART ſaid, that it was of {all conſequence to . 
rh the farmers whether the poor's rates were high or low, as they paid 
oF rent to their landlords in proportion. th 
% Mr. BUXTON propoſed, that the poor's, rates ſhould be taken 7 
5 
1 
ö 


* 
— 
— — 


May 26. DEBATES. | 23 


fairly dealt with, were they aſſeſſed in proportion to the poor's rates 
for the laſt year. 

Mr. W. SMITH ſaid, that he obſerved the value of tithes paid 
in kind was to be taken. He would be glad & to know how that 
value was to be aſcertained ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the ſame method was ach 
laſt year, and no inconvenience had ariſen from it. Nothing ſurely 
could be eaſier than to aſcestain the value of corn, hay, hops, or any 
other commodity. 

Mr. ELLISON ſaid, the tax, as now peopoſed, was to be 
paid both by the landholder and the farmer on the fame income. 
The laſt year he thought bad for farmers. 

Mr. HARRISON faid, it was a new land-tax, and would cauſe 
many perſons to give up their farms. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE faid, that there were two queſtions for the 
confideration of the Committee; firſt, whether the mode of eſtimat- 
ing the income of a tenant at rack rent, which was certainly the 
ſame as that adopted laſt year, were the beſt ; and ſecondly, whe- 
ther his proportion ought to be increaſed. Upon the former point 
he ſhould not enter, becauſe it had received an ample diſcuſſion ; but 
upon the larter he could nor avoid faying a few words, Had any 
reaſon been alleged for laying heavier burdens upon the farmers ? 
They had not evaded the tax, but had conſcientiouſly contributed 
all which had been demanded of them. The trading part of the 
community had been charged by the right honourable gentleman 
with not paying their fair proportion, as the law required ; and 
hence he had brought in a bill the other day, which he was ſoon 
obliged to withdraw, containing the ſevereſt reſtrictions upon the 
merchants, giving a power to the Commiſſioners to ſend for their 
clerks and books, and inviting informers by a promiſe of reward. 
Finding himſelf defeated in this plan by the indignation which it 
raiſed in the country, the .right honourable gentleman wiſhed to 
make the farmers pay for the defalcations of the merchants. Their 
rate of aſſeſſment was to be raiſed —high conſtables, conſtables, over- 
ſeers, churchwardens, &c. were to be ſummoned to give evidence 
againſt them; but the clerks of merchants were no longer ſubject 
to an examination. That tax muſt be a bad tax in itſelf, which 

muſt either erect an inquiſitorial power not to be endured ina free 
country, or operate unequally and unjuſtly, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that it was not to be inferred from 
this clauſe that the farm were accuſed of paying unfairly what 
was demanded of them; but that the aſſeſſment upon them made 


— 
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by the former bill was not a juſt proportion of what they ought to 


pay · | | 
Mr. BIDDULPH faid, that the ignorance of farmers, which 

incapacitated them for keeping accounts, was made the ground of 

fixing a rate for them on which they are to pay the tax ; but it 
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it neceſſary for him to lay open the ſtate of all his affairs. 5 * 
. Mr. H. BROWNE ſaid, that at all events there could be no : 


Wo + ought to be remembered, that the ſame ignorance, if it really exiſts, I 
| alſo incapacitates them for making appeals, and for drawing out tri 
| | ſchedules, without the aſſiſtance of an attorney, which would render ra 


oppreſſion, as the propoſed crit&rion was only prima facie evidence, wn 
and by making an appeal every one would have juſtice done to him. * 
Mr. JONES reprobated the clauſe as unjuſt and ovpreſſive. * 
The farmers, he believed, had paid their juſt proportion; but that | 
the mercantile intereſt had not was the genera} opinion of man, (e 
woman, and child; nay, he would aſk whether that fact was \not th 
ſtated in the preamble of the bill which had been wirhdrawn ; and 
why, if it was ſo, was ſome proviſion not introduced into this bill to th 
xemedy the evil ? 
Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, there was nothing in the preamble a 
of the former bill which charged commercial men with having 
evaded the tax ; it only ſtated, that it was found expedient to alter - 
the method of collecting the tax upon them. He ſtill approved of py 
the regulations for this purpoſe propoſed by that .bill ; but the ob- | 
jectiuns to them were found ſtronger than he had at firſt expected, ws 
and thetcfore it was withdrawn. He was ſometimes charged by & 
. gentlemen with being arrogant and preſumptuous, and ſometimes he he 
vas blamed for weakly giving up'his own opinion. He was con- be 
. vinced, that a man's own judgment muſt in all ſuch caſes guide his * 
conduct. Perhaps there never was any Miniſter who paid leſs at- ch 
tention to popular elamour than he had done, yet he found it his fr 


duty at all times to attend to the opinions of the country when de- 
cidedly expreſſed. The former bill, however, contained proviſions 
relating to the method of collecting the tax from the landed as well as 


the commercial intereſt, and therefore the charge againſt that bill * 
was in a great meaſure unfounded. 

My JONES, without charging the right honourable gentleman , 
wich any arrogance, ſtill thought his own obſervations concerning 


the commercial intereſt founded in juſtice, and entitled to ſome 
conſideratiun. Arrogance, perhaps, might be more properly 
charged to himſelf, attempting, as he did, to diſpute a point with 
_ » the right honourable gentleman, who coz, on all occaſions, produce 
ninetecn words to the dozen. He would ſtill, howeyer, repeat 


er 
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that this clauſe reſpecting the farmers was brought in to make up 
the defalcations of the commercial intereſt. The landed intereſt 
was a willing horſe, but ought not to be puſhed too far. 

Mr. VANSIT TART ſaid, that the farmer would be very much 
injured by eſtimating the value of the tithes he paid, as the amount 
would be greateſt in the worſt years, when he was leaſt able to con- 
tribute. He would therefore move as an amendment, that the ave- 
rage ſhould be taken for three years before the 29th of September 
1799. This amendment was agreed to. He then moved, that 
the words and the value of the tithes be omitted. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS ſaid, that it was in con- 
ſequence of the expreſs deſire of the farmers themſelves, that a cri- 
terion had been fixed upon by which they ſhould pay the tax. 

The Houſe then divided on Mr. Vanſittart's motion, that the 
ſentence relative to tithes ſhould be left out of the clauſe, when 
there were — For it, 23; Againſt it, 88. Majority, 65. 

The words objected to were ordered therefore to ſtand part of 
the clauſe, and the clauſe, as amended, was adopted. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE moved an amendment upon the clauſe, 
which enabled the Commiſſioners, if they aſſeſſed a perſon to a 
greater amount than the ſum delivered in, to charge him double 


the increaſe, He thought it improper that the Commiſſioners 


ſhould be bound by no other rules than their wn diſcretion. They 


might, if they pleaſed, ſubject a man, under this clauſe, to a pe- 


nalty for an omiſſion in his ſtatement which was the effe not of 
fraud but of error. He would not ſay that Commiſſioners would 
be guilty of ſuch groſs miſconduQ ; but ſuch large powers ought never 
to be entruſted. He would therefore move, that, after the words 
to charge ſuch perſon or perſons,” be inſerted - upon proof that 
the omiſſion in his, her, or their ſtatement or ſtatements proceeded 
from any fraud, cover, art or contrivance whatſoever.” 

Mr. Chancellor Pirr and Dr. LAuxzNcER objected to the 


amendment, becauſe it was ſcarcely poſſible for the Commiſſioners 
to prove fraud. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE withdrew his amendment ; but faid, that he 
ſhould perhaps make an alteration in it, and bring it forward upon 
the report. 

To the clauſe empowering Commiſſioners, if difſatisfied with 
any ſchedule, to preſcribe a new form, until they had obtained every 
information which they deſired 

Mr. W. SmiTH and Mr. Honnevas warmly objeQed, as being 


no leſs injurious than the inquiſitorial proceedings under the bill 
which had been withdrawn. | 


Vor. XII. E 
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Upon a diviſion, the clauſe was carried by a conſiderable 
majority. 

The other clauſes were then gone through, and the Houſe being 
| reſumed, the bill was ordered to be reported to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Tueſday, May 27. 


Mr. SYLVESTER DOUGLAS, attended by ſeveral Mem- 
bers, brought up a meſſage, informing” their Lordſhips that the 
Commons had concurred in their addreſs to His Majeſty communi- 
cated yeſterday ; which being received, their Lordſhips ordered, on 
the motion of Lord Auckland, that the Lords with white ſtaves be 
deputed to attend His Majeſty, to learn when he would be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to receive the joint addreſs of both Houſes of Par- 
liament. 

After ſome routine buſineſs had been diſpoſed of, Mr.” Dovy- 
GLAS, &c. brought up a ſecond communication from the Commons, 
reſpecting certain reſolutions agreed upon by that Houſe, relative 
to other Countervailing duties proper to be impoſed on particular 
articles, &c. to which they defired the concurrence of their Lord- 
ſhips, as alfo to an accompanying addreſs to His Majeſty upon the 
occaſion. 

The reſolution and addreſs were forthwith taken into conſidera- 
tion and agreed to by their Lordſhips : on which a meſſage was ſent 
ro the Commons acquainting them with the ſame, and the Lords 


with white ſtaves ordered to attend His Majeſty SC the re- 


ceiving the addreſs. 


2 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tueſday, May 27. 
Mr. DoucLas reported from the Committee of the whole 
Houſe, „to whom it was referred to conſider further of His Ma- 
jeſty's moſt gracious meſſage of the 2d day of April laft, communi- 


cating to this Houſe the reſolutions of the Lords and Commons of 


Ireland reſpecting a Union between the kingdoms of Great Britain 
and Ireland, with their addreſs to His Majeſty thereupon,” the reſolu- 
tion which the Committee had directed him to report to the Houſe ; 
which he read in his place, and afterwards delivercd in at the table, 


here the ſame was read and agreed to by the Houſe, and is as 


follows : 
FO 
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Reſolved, That the following duties be the duties upon the importa- 
tion into Ireland, of the articles of the growth, produce, or manufacture 
of Great Britain, which are enumerated in Schedule No. 1. B, of the ſixth 
Article of Union, in order to countervail the internal duties, and duties 
upon the raw material, exiſting upon the like articles, of the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of Ireland, viz. 


Beer. For and upon every barrel, containing 82 gallons, 

imported from Great Britain. „ 4.6 
Glaſs Battles. For and upon each reputed quart...... 0. 6 
Leather unmanufactured. For and upon each pound in 

every hide or ſkin, or piece of any ſuch hide or ſkin, of what 

kind or denomination ſoever, other than ſuch as are herein. 

after mentioned and defcribed......... . 69 
For and upon each hide of horſes, mares, or geldings... © 1 0 
For and upon all ſkins called veal ſkins, and all ſkins of 

hogs, for every dozen {kins thereof, and after the ſame rate 

en MO ˙Gê’ pP “ ·˙¹i‚ͥ¹AAů ec ce cc 0 $5 © 
For and upon all ſkins for ſhoes, and other like purpoſes, 

and all ſeal ſkins, for every dozen thereof, and after the ſame 

rate for any greater or Jeſs quantity... -oo------+« 3 
For and upon all ſkins for bookbinders uſe, for every 

dozen thereof, and after the ſame rate for any greater or leſs 

TTT! / SOOT ho =” 209 2025 FC IRIPOREY 0:24 3 
For and upon all goat ſkins tanned with ſhumack, or 

otherwiſe, to reſemble Spanith leather, and all ſheep ſkins 

tanned for roans, being after the nature of Spaniſh leather, 

for every pound weight avoirdupois.................:. 0 0 1 
For and upon all ſheep and lamb ſkins tanned for glove 

and baſils, tor every pound weight avoirdupois, and ſo in 

proportion for any greater or leſs quantity „5 
Leather dreſſed in oil. For and upon every hide and ſkin, 

and piece of ſuch hide and ſkin, other then ſuch as are here. 

inafter mentioned or deſcribed, for every pound weight avoir. 


NP v © > © 0 0-2 
For and upon all deer ſkins, goat ſkins, and beaver ſkins, 

for every pound weight thereof avoirdupo is 0 0 8 
For and upon all calf ſkins, for every pound weight thereof 

— WO TOES OT OTIS EONS 0. 0 2 
For and upon all ſheep and lamb ſkins, for every pound | 

V)) ²˙;ru e . eaves. 0 0 o 
Vellum and Parchment, For and upon every dozen ſkins N 

PP. cnn eh ²̃˙ACÜůÃA Se CHA 0 0 6 
For and upon every dozen ſkins of parchment.......... 0 0 $ 


Leather manufactured into goods and wares. For and upon 
all tanned leather manufactured into goods and wares, whereof 
leather is the moſt valuable part, the following duties, viz. 

For and upon every pound weight avoirdupois of tanned 
leather manufactured, and actually made into goods and 


E 2 
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wares, in Great Britain, of leather only, or of which leather | 

makes the moſt valuable part... . 1 
For and upon every pound weight avoirdupois of tawed 

or dreſſed leather, manufactured and actually made in Great 

Britain, of leather only, or of which leather makes the moft 

D AAA 3 SS JI 
For and upon every pound weight avoirdupois of all bu -l: 

and deer ſkins, and elk ſł ins, dreſſed in oil, and manufactured 

into goods and wares in Great Britain, of leather only, or of 

which leather makes the moſt valuable parti... 3 
For and upon every pound weight avoirdupois of all ſheep 

and lamb ſkins dreſſed in oil, and manufactured into goods 

and wares in Great Britain, of leather only, or of which lea- 

, ̃ — „ 0 0 o f 
For and upon every pound weight avoirdupois of all other 

hides and ſkins not herein- before enumerated or deſcribed, 

dreſſed in oil, and manufactured into goods and wares in 

Great Britain, of leather only, or of which leather makes the 

CD œ Loo ee ob cow ( 0 0 2 
Paper, For and upon every pound weight avoirdupois of 

paper fit and proper for, or that may be uſed for, or applied 

to, the uſes or purpoſes of writing, drawing, or printing, or 

either of them, and all elephant paper, and all cart:idge paper O 0 24 
For every pound weight avoirdupois ofall coloured paper, 

and whited brown papers, other than and except elephant 

and cartridge paper, fit or proper for the uſes or purpoſes of 

wrapping up goods, and not fit or proper, or capable of be. 

ing uſed for or applied to the uſes or purpoſes of writing, 

drawing, and printing, or either of them, and alſo except 

in 7 NP RPTT TOUS a PEOE I 0 0 1 
For every pound weight avoirdupois of brown paper fit 

and proper for the uſe or purpoſe of wrapping up goods, and 

not fit or proper or capable of being uſed for, or applied to, 

the uſes or purpoſes of writing or printing, or either of 


For and upon every one hundred weight of glazed paper 
for clothiers and hot- preſſers, and ſo in proportion for any 
greater and leſs quantity............. . 0 5 0 
For and upon every one hundred weight of paſteboard, 
millboard, and ſcaleboard, and ſo in proportion for any 
greater or leſs quantity 


For and upon every pound weight of every fort or kind 
of paper not herein-betore particularly enumerated or de- 
ſcribed, other than and except papers commonly called and | 
known by the names of ſheathing paper and button paper, dre 
or button board, and paper bangings.................. 0 0 2T 

Stained Paper, For and upon every ſquare yard of dre 
printed, painted, or ſtained paper for hangings or other uſes, 
and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quaniity...... 9 #3 dre 

For and upon every A weight avoirdupois of books | 
bound or unbound, and of maps or prints, which ſhall be im- 10 
ported into Ireland from Great Britain . 0 0 2 ny 
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Cards. For and upon every pack of — „painted, or 
plwKhying cards made or manufactured in Great Britain. . 0 15 
2 And a farther duty of 24d. per pound weight. 
Dice. For and upon every pair of dice made or manu- 
factured in Great Britain 
Wrought Plate, For and upon every ounce troy weight 
9 of gold cr ſilver plate, which ſhall be wrought, made, or ma- 
nufactured in Great Britain, and imported into Ireland.... © 
3 Silk Manufature, For and upon all filks, being of the 
manufacture of Great Britain, and imported directly from 
thence, the following duties, viz. 
For and upon all ribbands and ſtuffs of ſilk only, for every 
pound weight thereot, containing 16 ounces............ EF 221 
s 3 For and upon all 51k and ribhands of ſilk mixed with gold 


or flilver, for every pound weight thereof, containing 16 


OO EG Os NEL IN DING TE 8 8 
For and upon all ſilk ſtockings, filk gloves, filk fringe, 


filk laces, ſtitching and ſewing filk, for every pound weight 
— containing 16 % Vd 86 1 
For and upon all manufactures of ſilk not otherwiſe enu- 3 
merated or deſcribed, or every pound weight thereof, con- 
taining 16 ounces 
For ard upon all ftuffs of filk and grogram yarn, the 
pound weight, containing 16 ounces.....:.........-- 
For and upon all ſtuffs of filk mixed with incle or cotton, 
the pound weight, containing 16 ounces 
For and upon all ſtuffs of filk and worſted mixed, the 
pound weight, containing 16 ounces 
For and upon all ſtuffs of 61k mixed with any other mate- | 
rial, the pound weight, containing 16 ounces............ 0 0 64 
Spirits. For and upon every gallon of ſpirits, being of 
the manufacture of Great Britain, and imported from thence, 
a duty of 
Sugar, refined, of the manufacture of Great Britain, and 
imported directly from thence, the following duties, viz. 
or and upon all ſugar called baſtards, White or ground, 
the hundred weight, containing 112 pounds 
0 For and upon all ſugar called lumps, the hundred weight, 
ee 7,8 AE DES —8 


For and upon all ſugar called fingle loaf ſugar, the hundred 
0 - weght, containing 112 pounds. ooo oo ono ec 


For and .upon all ſugar called powdered loaf and double 

loaf, the hundred weight, containing 112 pounds 

For and upon all ſugar called ſugar candy, brown, the hun- 

dred weight, containing 112 pounds 

os For and upon all ſugar called ſugar candy, white, the hun. 
e dred weight, containing 112 pounds 
For and upon all ſugar refined, of any other ſort, the hun- 

R dred weight, containing 112 pounds 
Sweets, For and upon every barrel, containing 32 gal. 

lons wine meaſure, of Britiſh ſweets, or other Britiſh liquor 

8 made by infuſion, fermentation, or otherwiſe, from fruit or 
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fagar, or from fruit and ſugar mixed with any other mate. 

rial or ingredients whatſoever, commonly called ſweets, or 

called or diſtinguiſhed by the name of made wines 4. 0 10 0 
For and upon every gallon of mead or metheglin.... O 0 4 

For and upon every barrel, containing 52 gallons, of vi- 


ar 
Tobacco and SzuzfF, For every pound weight avoirdupois 
of unmanufactured tobacco of the growth or produce of Great 


Britain, over and above any duty of cuſtoms now payable....0 0 5 
For and upon every pound weight of Britiſh manufactured 

ſhort cut tobacco, and tobacco manufactured into what is 

commonly called and known by the name of Spaniſh...... 0 1 07 
For and upon every pound weight of Britiſh manufactured 

/ ↄↄ cc c˙r˙v'˙r»c es 3 
For and upon every pound weight of Britiſh manufactured ä 

f ü... ͥͥ ͥ ͥ fred cer tre 0 1 Ong 
For and upon every pound weight of Britiſh manufactured 

EL REED mm ͤ „„ 0 0 11 


For and upon every pound weight of every other ſort of 
Britiſh manufactured tobacco not herein- before enumerated 


h Sona rarnenoveceo vets 0 1 Ogg 

For and upon every pound weight avoirdupois of Britiſh 
-% —T——— oo <ooooo5 >: cc 0 0 103 

For and upon every pound weight of Britiſh manufactured 

EE ; o⅛ 6 1 
For and upon every pound weight of Britiſh manufactured 

ſnuff called crown Scotch ſnufll. r Oo 0 94 
For and upon every pound weight of Britſh manufactured | 

ᷣ1h% y . 22 1 


For and upon every pound weight of every ſort or kind 
of Britiſh manufactured ſnuff, or ſnuff work, not herein- be- 
eater T § r BY 0 


Reſolved, That an addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, humbly 
begging leave to lay before His Majeſty a ſtatement of the Coun- 
tervailing duties which we have agreed upon as neceſſary to be 
impoſed on articles, the growth, produce, or manufaQture of Great 
Britain, imported into Ireland, which we humbly requeſt His 
Majeſty will communicate to the two Houſes of Parliament of 
Ireland. 5 
Ordcred, That a Committee be appointed to draw up the ſaid 
addreſs. ES | 

And a Committee was appointed accordingly ; who withdrew 
immediately into the Speaker's chamber. 

Ordered, That the ſaid reſolution reſpe ding the Countervailing 
duties, together with the ſeveral papers which were yeſterday pre- 


ſented to the Houſe by the Chancellor of the Exchequer by His 


Majeſty's command, and alſo His Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage 
of the 2d day of April laſt, be referred to the ſaid Committee. 
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The order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Com- 


4 mittee of the whole Houſe upon the bill for more effectually charg- 


ing public accountants with the payment of intereſt being now read, 
Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid Committee, that 
they have power to make proviſion in the ſaid bill for allowing in- 


tereſt to public accountants upon monies aſcertained or declared to be 
due to them. 


Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid Committee, that 
they have power to make proviſion in the ſaid bill for more effectually 


3 compelling the payment of balances due from public accountants 


employed in the colle don of the revenue. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT now reported from the Committee ap- 
pointed to draw up an addreſs to be preſented to His Majeſty, that 


the Committee had drawn up an addreſs accordingly, which they 
nad directed him to report to the Houſe; and he read the report 
2 in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the table, where the 
I ſame was read and agreed to by the Houſe. 


Ordered, That a meſſage be ſent to the Lords, to communicate 
to their Lordſhips the ſaid reſolution and ad xeſs, and that their 
Lordſhips concurrence be deſired thereto alſo, 

That Mr. Douglas do carry the ſaid — together with the 
ſaid reſolution and addreſs, to the Lords. 

Mr. BrxacGs brought up the report of the Income tax bill, 
with the amendments, which was read. 

Mr. Chancellor PiTT brought up the ſeveral clauſes, which 
were reccived and incorporated with the bill. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS aid, that in his opinion the 
farmers, as the bill now ſtood, were not charged more than theirjuſt 
proportion ; but as they could only be relieved by giving an account 
of their income, which account they were not very capable of keep- 
ing, he would rather be under than over the real value ; and there- 
fore he would move, that where tenants at rack rent were charged 
with 3-5ths of the aggregate amount, they ſhould only pay one- 
half; and where they were aſſeſſed at 3-4ths, the rate ſhould be 
reduced to 3-5ths. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that he admitted much force in 
the obſervation, and would readily accede to the 8 — — 
Adopted. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, that he had W objected to the 
clauſe empowering Commiſſioners to charge perſons with double 
their ſurcharge. He had then propoſed an amendment, limit- 
ing the exerciſe of that power to ſuch caſes only in which they 
could prove fraud or evaſion, That amendment had not received 
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the approbation of the Committee, becauſe it would be very difficult 
for the Commiſſioners to furniſh evidence of the fraud. That 
obſervation appeared to him forcible, and therefore he had prepared 
another amendment, throwing the onus proband: upon the party. By 


the wards of the bill, as they now ſtood, the Commiſſioners might 


charge a double proportion for any omiſſion in a ſtatement, whether 
it aroſe from inadvertency, miſtake, or deſign. In an extenſive and 
complicated concern, even a careful perſon might commit an over- 
fight. So great a latitude of powers to the Commiſſioners he could 
not approve, and therefore he would move, that, after the words to 
charge ſuch perſon or perſons,” be inſerted © unleſs he, ſhe, or they 
ſhould make it appear that the omiſſion in his, her, or their ſtate. 
ment or ſtatements did not procced from any fraud, covin, art or 
contrivance Whatever. 

Mr. Chancellor PLTT praiſed the candour of the honourable 
gentleman, but thought that negle& ſhould be liable to the penalty 
as well as fraud. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY was averſe to the large powers 
given to the Commiſſioners, but agreed with Mr. Pitt that. neglect 
ought not to be excuſed, He therefore propoſed to add to Mr, 
Hobhouſe's amendment the words, . or any groſs or wilful ne- 
glect. Mr. Hobhouſe conſented. — Agreed to. 

Mr. W. BOUVERIE diſapproving highly the clauſe which 
authoriſes Commiſſioners to ſend for new ſchedules as often as they 
chooſe, and, by preſcribing the form of them, compel the party to 
anſwer every kind of queſtion they might put to him, propoſed an 
amendment, the objed of which was to enable the Commiſſioners to 
ſend back any defeQive ſchedule, until it was correQed, and made 
ſtrictly conformable to the ſchedules annexed to the former income 
acts. 

Mr. W. SMITH ſupported this amendment, contending fire- 
nuouſly againſt ſuch an innovation in the former aQs, and ſuch an 
oppreſſive ſcrutiny. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT maintained, that a man might be obliged, 
as the law now ſtood, to anſwer any queſtions, when ſummoned to 
a viva voce examination by the Commiſſioners ; and therefore to 
inform them of any particular in writing was no grievance. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL ſupported the fame ide, on the 


' fame grounds. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE faid, that againſt the propoſed amendment 
he had heard but one argument, which was ſtarted by the Chancel- 


lor of the Exchequer, and echocd by his learned friend the Attor- 
ney General, namely, that the party, when examined, might be 
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ult 3 made to anſwer any queſtions ſuggeſted by the Commiſſioners, and 
vat IF therefore it was no grievance to him to reply in writing under the 
ed form of a ſchedule, rather than attend the Commiſſioners in perſon 
XZ and be compelled to anſwer interrogatories. To theſe two honour- 
able gentlemen, ſince they had made but one remark between 
them, he would reply at one and the ſame time. He would tell 
them that they were incorrect in point of fac, and therefore their 
inference muſt fall to the ground. The party delivering in his in- 
come could not be compelled to anſwer every queſtion which was 
put to him; he might decline to reply, and demand to verify his 
ſtatement upon oath, at the hazard, if he ſwore falſely, of ſuffering 
the pains of perjury. How then could it be contended, that, if the 
party were from time to time compelled to give anſwer to a written 
liſt of queſtions, he was called upon to do no more than what hap- 
pened to him upon his examination before the Commiſſioners ? 
With reſpe& to the amendment propoſed, he would give it his 
ſupport, becauſe it was virtually deſtructive of the whole clauſe, 
which the honourable gentleman had better have moved to eraſe 
from the bill, What were the powers already in the hands of the 
Commiſſioners ? Were they not adequate? If the Commiſſioners 
were diſſatisfied with a ſchedule, they might proceed to recover a 
penalty. Should the party rectify the error before the legal pro- 
ceeding againſt him was commenced, he was exempt from the pe- 
nalty ; it it ſhould have been commenced, he could only ſtay it by a. 
certificate ſigned by two Commiſſioners, declaring themſelves ſatis- 
fied. that no fraud or evaſion was intended. Without ſuch certifi- 
cate the penalty was enforced. . Could it then be ſaid that any freſh 
powers were wanting? But if the law was not ſufficiently ſtrong, 
would it be right to arm Commiſſioners with ſuch arbitrary powers? 
What were the moſt offenſive parts of that bill which had been 
withdrawn from the Houſe, becauſe it had excited the indignation 
of the country? That the books of a merchant might be-inveſti- 
gated, his clerks examined, and all his private affairs looked into, 
Would not all thoſe parts be virtually revived? Could not the 
Commiſſioners, by the manner of drawing up a new ſchedule for his 
fignature, make him communicate every particular of his concerns > - 
Could they not compel him to ſtate what he gained as a merchant, 
on the what as underwriter, what as broker, what by ſhipping, what by 
retail trade, and what by his ſpeculations. Could they not draw 
ndment from him the nature and amount of his debts, and the very names 
hancel- of his creditors. Mr. Hobhouſe concluded with ſaying, that he 
Attor- could never conſent to furniſh the Commiſſioners with powers which 


would in fact reyive that bill which had ſo juſtly provoked the ro- 
win, F 
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ſentment of the nation, and which the right honourable gentleman. 
had the prudence to withdraw from the Houſe. 

Mr. Bou vzxi's amendment was negatived without a diviſion ; 
after which the Chancellor of the Exchequer propoſed that the bill, 
together with the amendments, ſhould be read a third time to- 
morrow, if ingroſſed by that time. 

- Mr. HOBHOUSE expreſſed a wiſh that the bill, in conſequence 
of the numerous blanks which had been filled up, the many amend- 
ments which had been made, and the variety of clauſes which had 
been introduced, ſhould be printed, and that ſome little time ſhould 
intervene between its printing and third reading. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that it was much to be wiſhed the 
bill ſhould paſs before the holidays, and did not think that it was 

7 to print it. 

Mr. W. SMITH earneſtly preſſed the reprinting of the bill, 
from the confiderable alterations it under went, and propoſed Friday. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that this clauſe which had given riſe 
to a difference of opinion was in the bill from the beginning, and 

therefore he did not ſee the neceſſity of its being now reprinted. 

Mr. W. SMITH ſaid, he took it for granted! that the bill would 
be printed. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T anſwered, he ſhould have no objection, on 
condition that if printed and ready to-morrow it ſhould be read a 
third time; if not, he would conſent to defer it until Friday. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE faid, that if the bill could be printed to- 
morrow, it could not be ready for delivery to the members until juſt 
before the third reading was propoſed. How would it be poſſible, 
he aſked, immediately to enter upon the diſcuſſion of the new 
Clauſes, which he owned he had not attended to, preſuming, like his 
honourable friend (Mr. W. Smith), that the printing of them was 
matter of courſe ? * 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that he was ſure the honourable 
gentleman could make himſelf maſter of the new clauſes in five 
minutes. 

Mr. H. BROWNE admitted that there would be 2 . con- 
venience in reviewing the bill, though it was important that it ſhould 
be forwarded with due diſpatch. 

The motion was then withdrawn on the third reading for to- 
morrow, and fixed for Friday next, and the bill was ordered to de 

_ 


Mr. DOUGLAS reported that he had been to the Lords with 


Te ren of he folulow from the Committee of Supply on 
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the vote of 5 66,68 8l. 10s. for defraying the expences of the 
12,000 troops engaged for the ſervice of this country from -_ 
Elector Palatine of Bavaria, to the xft of April 1801, 
brought up, read, and agreed to. 

The Maſter in Chancery brought a meſſage from the Lords, 
ſtating, that their Lordſhips had agreed to the reſolutions on the 
Countervailing Duties. And alſo, that the blank in the Ad- 
dreſs to His Majeſty had been filled up with the words, Lords 


Spiritual and Temporal.” The addreſs was as follows: 


« Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 


« WE your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in Parliament 
aſſembled, beg leave to lay before Your Majeſty a ſtatement of 
the Countervailing Duties which we have agreed upon as neeeffary 
to be impoſed on articles the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
Great Britain imported into Ireland ; which we humbly requeſt 


Your Majeſty will communicate to the two Houſes of Parliament 
of Ireland, for their concurrence.” 


— 
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Wedneſdoy, May 28. 


Ms writs were ordered to be iſſued for the election of a Mem- 
ber to ſerve for the city of Edinburgh, in the room of the Right Hon. 
Henry Dundas, who fince his election has accepted the office of 
Lord Privy Seal in Scotland; for the election of a Member 
to ſerve for the borough. of the Port of Rye, in the room of Robert 
Dundas, Eſq. who fince his eleQion has accepted the office of 
Keeper of the Signet in Scotland. 1 

The Lottery Bill was read a third time; when 

Mr. HOBHOUSE roſe and ſaid, that he was deſirous of calling 
the attention of the Houſe to the 37th clauſe of the bill, commonly 
called the Vagrant Clauſe; and he intended to move an amend- 
ment ta it. He ſhould have taken this ſtep in an earlier ſtage of 
the buſineſs ; but until a few days ago he was not aware of the 
grievance. which he now wiſhed to redreſs. By the clauſe before 
mentioned the Magiſtrates, upon the oath of any informer, that 
illegal inſurances were carried on in any houſe or place, were em- 
powered to iſſue a fpecial warrant, and to break open any ſuch 
houſe. or place, by day or by night, and. ſeize and apprehend all 
ſuch offenders, and commit them — priſon as rogues and vagabonds, 

a | 2 
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That offences of that nature ſhould be puniſhed, and that offend- 
ers, being unlicenſed, and having no- fixed place of reſidence, ſhould 
be liable to puniſhment as rogues and vagabonds, he was not in- 
clined to diſpute : but that a licenſed lottery-office keeper, however 
reſpectable his character, whoſe place of abode was well known, 
and who was ready to anſwer in a Court of Juſtice for any charge 
laid againſt him, ſhould-be liable to have the doors of his houſe burſt 
open by night, and his property, which from the very nature of his 
trade muſt be conſiderable, expoſed to great riſk, was a hardſhip 
of which there was great reaſon to complain. Such a power in the 
Magiſtrates was as unconſtitutional and oppreſſive, as it was unne- 
ceſſary. Every perſon, before he could obtain a licenſe, was 
obliged to ſend his name and place of abode, and likewiſe the 


names and reſidences of two reſpeQable and reſponſible houſe- 


keepers as his ſecurities to the Stamp Office. The InſpeQor of 
Securities made his inquiries into their characters, and reported to 
the Office. If the Commiſſioners approved of the charadters and 
reſponſibility of the three perſons, a licenſe was granted, and a bond 
of loool. entered into for the due performance of all the rules 
and regulations laid down in the various acts of Parliament for re- 
gulating lottery-office keepers. Independent of this bond, which 
by miſconduct might be forfeited, every perſon offending againſt 
the 27th Geo. III. was ſubject to a penalty of 50l. for every 
offence, loſt his licenſe, and was liable to be capias'd for 5001. 
and held to bail. Surely ſuch precautions and ſuch penalties were 
ſufficiently ſtrong for guarding againſt any illicit tranſad ions on the 
part of the licenſed lottery-office keepers. The Houſe, perhaps, 
was not aware of the miſchievous conſequences reſulting from that 


clauſe. It was a well known fact, that informers, for the ſake of 


extorting money, were accuſtomed to threaten ſome of the moſt 
reſpectable office-keepers with making oath that they were guilty of 
practices contrary to law; and thoſe gentlemen, though conſcious 
of their innocence, choſe rather to ſubmit to a robbery of that 
kind, than ſuffer their characters to be ſuſpeRedz and undergo the 


' diſgrace of a public examination before a Magiſtrate. The li- 


cenſed lottery-office keepers cared not how ſevere the penalties, if 


| thoſe in exiſtence were deemed inſufficient, were made againſt 


illegal infarance ; but they hoped that they ſhould no longer be 


placed on a frotieg with thoſe who had no licenſe, and who, having 


no homes, were ſubje& to little controul ; nor be liable to have 
their houſes broke open, in the dead of the night, at-the will of 
every worthleſs informer. Thus much, he thought, they might 
reaſonably expect; and therefore he ſhould move as an amendment, 
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d- mat after the words * it ſhall be lawful to iſſue their warrant for 
ld breaking open any houſe or place,” theſe words be inſerted, & not 
n- | duly licenſed to fell tickets or fhares.” 

er Mr. BRAGGE oppoſed the amendment, on the grounds, that the 
n, clauſe in its full extent was neceſſary for preventing frauds ; that the 
ge enadtment of this clauſe was known by thoſe who take out licenſes 
Iſt before they took them out; and that no grievance had ever been 
his complained of in conſequence of it by the licenſed lottery-office 
ip | keepers. He allowed, that the amendment was ſpecious at firſt 


view, but hoped that this would not induce the Houſe to agree to 
what he was convinced would be productive of highly pernicious 
conſequences to the public. 

Sir WILLIAM 'PULTENEY ſupported the amendment. 
The trade was under great reſtraints already ; and if the office- 
keepers had not applied to Government, the reaſon might be, that, 
knowing how much they were dependent on the Miniſter, they 
were afraid of complaining. But was it not enough for the Houſe 
of Commons to know that thoſe perſons are ſqueezed and tortured 
under the preſent clauſe, to entitle them to the conſideration of the 
Houſe ? 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL did not think the honour- 
able baronet warranted in what he had ſaid of Government. Had 
an application been made, he did not doubt but it would have been 
fully attended to, and any juſt grounds of complaint removed. 
The clauſe was neceſſary to the due execution of the law; and he 
would aſx, what would be the ſecurity againſt illieit praclices it the 
clauſe were amended as the honourable Member vropoſed ? The 
expediency of the clauſe would be further felt, if in reality the 
keepers of licenſed offices carricd on illicit practices. 

Mr. JONES affured the Houſe, that the office keepers did ap- 
ply to Government. He read the title of a paper preſented by 
that body to Mr. Roſe ; in anſwer to which, that honourable Mem- 
ber appeared to yield fo far to their wiſhes as to promiſe that the 
clauſe ſhould be re-confidered. He hoped it would not, therefore, 
be preſerved in the bill; for in fact it was little ſhort of giving the 
Magiſtrates a power to make domiciliary viſits. 

Mr. BURTON juſtified the clauſe. If Government was 
applied to, if the honourable Member (Mr. Roſe) then abſent 
did promiſe that the clauſe ſhould be re-confidered, it by no means 
followed that the clauſe muſt be abandoned. He did not doubt but 
the clauſe was very fully contidered, and preſerved, becauſe, after 
ſuch conſideration, the neceſlity and the policy of it were felt and 
acknowledged. He could ſtate it from his own knowledge, that 
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Mr. Wickham, when in the magiſtracy at the weſt end of the 
town, had caſes brought before him, of keepers of licenſed offices 
being engaged in illicit practices; fo that what was put hypotheti- 
cally by bis honourable and learned friend (the Attorney General) 
exiſted in fact. 

Mr. MAINWARING, in ſupporting the clauſe, obſerved, that 
it was not quite juſt towards the authors of the meaſure to bring 
forward ſuch amendments in their abſcnce. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE replied, in cxplanation, that fo far from 
having brought forward his amendment unadviſedly, the gentleman 
alluded to knew, for two or three days paſt, that it was his inten- 
tion to propoſe it in ſome ſtage of the bill; and the preſent being 
the only opportunity of which he ſaw it poſſible to avail him- 
felf, he did not think it was in any reſpe& inconſiſtent with 
his duty, nor with all proper confideration for the Members of Ad- 
miniſtration, now to ſubmit his amendments to the Houſe. He, 
however, ſeeing that his amendment was diſapproved by the Houſe, 
defired to withdraw it; which being agreed to by the ſeconder, it 
was accordingly withdrawn. 

The bill was then paſſed, and ordered to the Lands. 

A new writ was ordered to be iſſued for the election of a Mem- 
ber to ſerve for the borough of Tiverton, in the county of Devon, 
in the room of the Honourable Dudley Rider, who ſince his elec. 
tion had accepted the office of Treaſurer of the Navy. 

Mr. DOUGLAS reported from the Committee of the whole 
Houſe, to whom it was referred to conſider of ſo much of an ad 
made in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, intituled, An A for 
ce the augmentation of the ſalaries of the Judges of the Courts in 
« Weſtminſter Hall, and alſo of the Lords of Seſſion, Lords Com- 
© miſſioners of Juſticiary, and Barons of Exchequer in Scotland; 
% and for enabling His Majeſty to grant annuities to perſons in cer- 
* tain offices in the ſaid Courts of Weſtminſter Hall, on their 
« reſignation of their reſpective offices, as relates to the ſalaries of 
the Lord Preſident of the Court of Seſſion, the Lord Chief Baron, 
the Lord Juſtice Clerk, the Lords of Seſſion, Lords Commiſ- 


| Goners of Jufticiary, and the Barons of the Exchequer in Scotland, 


the reſolutions which the Committee had directed him to report to 
the Houſe ; which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered it 
in at the table, where the ſame were read and agreed to by the 
Houſe, and are as follow : - 

« Reſolved, That the ſalaries now payable to the Lord Preſident. 
of the Court of Seſſion, the Lord Juſtice Clerk, the Lord Chief 
Baron of the Court of Exchequer, the Lords Commiſſioners. of 
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Juſticiary, and the Ordinary Lords of Seſſion, do eeaſe and deter- 
mine. 

4 Reſolved, That His Majeſty be enabled to grant, out of the 
monies that ſhall ariſe from any of the duties and revenues payable 
to His Majeſty in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, the 
ſeveral annuities hereinafter mentioned to the Lords of Seflion, 
Lords Commiſſioners of Juſticiary, and Barons of the Court of 
Exchequer in Scotland; that is to ſay, to the Lord Preſident of the 
Court of Seſſion for the time being, three thouſand pounds; to each 
of the other Lords of Seſſion, who ſhall not be Lord Juſtice Clerk, 
or a Lord Commiſſioner of Juſticiary for the time being, twelve 
hundred pounds: to the Lord Juſtice Clerk for the time being, two 
thouſand four. hundred pounds; to each of the other Lords of Seſſion 
who ſhall be Lords Commiſſioners of Juſticiary for the time being, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred pounds: to the Lord Chief Baron of. 
the Court of Exchequer for the time being, three thouſand pounds; 
and to each of the other Barons of the Court of Exchequer for the 
time being, twelve hundred pounds. 

« Ordered, That a bill be brought in upon the ſaid Reſo- 
lutions. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Friday, May 30. 


| The onal affent was given, by commiſſion, to the Hackney- 
coach and the Duke of Richmond's Commutation bills, and to 
twenty-eight others, which were chiefly of a private or local de- 
ſcription. The Lords Commiſſioners on this occaſion were, the 
Archbiſhop of n the Earl of Leiceſter, and Lord Eldon 
(Speaker). 
The Earl of Lnenerrn formally reported His Majeſty's an- 
ſwer to the late addreſſes of both Houſes of Parliament. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


New writs were ordered for a tend to ſerve in Parliament 
for the borough of Andover, in the room of George Canning, Eſq. 
who ſince his election had accepted the office of Joint. Paymaſter 
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of His Majefty's Forces; and for the borough of Penryn, in the 


room of Thomas Wallace, Eſq. he having accepted the office of 


one of the Commiſſioners of the Board of Controul. 

In conſequence of a meſſage from the Lords, requeſting the i im- 
mediate attendance of the Houſe to hear His Majeſty's commiſſion 
read, the Speaker, with the Members, went up; and having re- 
turned, he reported that the royal aſſent had been given by com- 
miſſion to the Sugar importation-duty bill, the Hackney-coach rate 
bill, and to ſeveral private bills. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS reported, that, purſuant to the 
order of Wedneſday laſt, Mr. Secretaty at War, the Lord Hawkeſ- 
bury, Mr. Douglas, and himſelf, attended His Majeſty yeſterday 
at his palace of St. James's, with the Lord Steward of the houſe- 
hold, and the Lord Chamberlain of the houſeheld, from the Lords, 
to preſent the reſolutions and addreſſes agreed upon by both Houſes, 
reſpecting a Union of Great Britain and Ireland, which His Ma- 
jeſty received very graciouſly ; and that His Majeſty was pleaſed to 
ſay, that he would, without delay, communicate the - * to his 
Parliament of Ireland. 


Lord GRANVILLE LEVESON GOWER reported 5 the 
Committee appointed to conſider of giving power to Juſtices of the 
Peace for the more effeQually repairing county bridges, and to re- 
port the ſame, together with their opinion thereupon, to the Houſe ; 


and who were inſtructed to conſider of the ſteps proper to be taxen 


previous to the building of bridges that are to be deemed county 
bridges; and alſo to conſider of empowering Juſtices of the Peace, 
in their Quarter Seſſions, to alter the ſituation of county bridges, 
and to widen and enlarge the ſame, and the roads at the ends 
thereof; and who were likewiſe inſtructed to conſider of empowering 
Juſtices to direct actions to be brought, in the name of the clerk 
of the peace, for damages done to county bridges, county gaols, 
dridewells, and other county works : that the Committee had con- 
fidered the matters to them referred, and had come to ſeveral reſo- 
lutions, which they had directed him to report to the Huuſe ; which 
he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the table, where 
the ſame were read, and are as follow : 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the 
powers given by the different ſtatutes now in force relative to the 
the repair of county bridges, are in ſome reſpeAs defedtive. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the 
furveyors of county bridges, appointed by Juſtices of the Peace at 
their General Quarter Seſſions, ſhould have the ſame power to 
get, take, and carry away ſtones, gravel, ſand, and other materials, 
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for the repair of roads over bridges, and the roads for the ſpace of 
three hundred feet at each of the ends thereof, as are given to the 
ſurveyors of highways by virtue of an a& paſſed in the thirteenth 
year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, making ſatisfaction for the 
damages done thereby, in the fame manner as is directed by the 
ſaid act. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the 
Juſtices of the Peace in General Quarter Seſſions ſhould be em- 


powered to alter the ſituation of county bridges, and to widen and 


enlarge the ſame, and the roads for the ſpace of three hundred feet 
at each of the ends thereof, and to order their ſurveyor to agree for 
the recompence to be made for the ground to be taken for thoſe pur- 
poſes ; and if the ſaid ſurveyor cannot agree with the perſons, bo- 
dies politic or corporate, who are ſeiſed and poſſeſſed of ſuch ground, 
or if they cannot be found, or ſhall refuſe to treat, or take ſuch 
recompence as ſhall be offered to them reſpeRively by ſuch ſurveyor, 
then the ſaid Juſtices ſhall have power to 1mpannel a Jury at the 
Quarter Seſſions to aſſeſs the damages to be given and recompence 
to be made to the owners and others intereſted in the ſaid grounds, 
in the manner directed by the ſaid act of the thirteenth year of the 
reign of his preſent Majeſty in reſpect to the widening of high- 
ways; and if the Jury ſhall give a verdict for more money than 
was offered by the ſaid ſurveyor, the coſts of the proceedings to be 
paid by the ſaid ſurveyor ; but if the Jury ſhall give a verdict for 
no more or for leſs than was offered by the ſurveyor, then the coſts 
to be paid by the perſon or body corporate who refuſed to accept the 
ſatisfaction ſo offered to him; and that on payment or tender of the 
money ſo to be awarded, on leaving it in the hands of the clerk of 
the peace, if the party entitled to receive it cannot be found, or ſhall 
refuſe to accept it, the intereſt of ſuch perſon ſhall be diverted out 
of him ; ſaving nevertheleſs to the owner of the ground all mines 
and minerals which may be got without breaking the * and 
all timber and wood growing on ſuch ground. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that it is ex- 
pedient that proviſion ſhould be made for compelling ſuch ſutveyors 
to account for ſuch monics as may be received and diſburſed by 
them, and for inflicting penalties in the caſe of negle& of duty. 

Mr. DEVAYNES obtained leave to preſent a petition on behalf 
of certain perſons praying to be incorporated into a company for 
the manufacture of flour, meal, and bread, fot the better ſupply of 
the metropolis. He ſtated the prayer of the petition to be, that the 
capital of the propoſed company might be extended to the ſum of 
I 20,0001. ; the ſhares to be in number 48 00; no one perſon to 
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hold more than 40 ſhares of 251. each; to be empowered to bor- 
row money not exceeding 30, oool. and to contract debts not ex- 
ceeding that amount. 

The petition was preſented accordingly, and ordered to be refer- 
red to the conſideration of the Committee to examine and report. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS moved the ſecond reading 
of the Adultery Bill. | | 

Sir GEORGE DOUGLAS, in a maiden ſpeech, admitted 
that great credit was due to the good intentions of the noble Lords 
who had brought forward this bill, with a view to guard the morals 
of the people, and the domeſtic happineſs of families. At the ſame 
time there appeared to him ſtrong objections to the meaſure. He 
particularly objected to that clauſe which affixed the puniſhment of 


fine and impriſonment to the party who was often the leaſt guilty. 


That which went to prevent the guilty parties from intermarrying 
met with his approbation. But from the general view which he 
was led to take of this bill, he was inclined to think that it would 
induce a greater evil than the propoſed remedy would do good ; it 
tended in his opinion to make this crime ſtill more injurious to the 
Intereſts of ſociety than as the law now ſtood. There were two 
deſcriptions of perſons implicated in the operation of this bill ; thoſe 
who were hurried away by the violence of their paſſions, and per- 
ſons who might act upon a more deliberate plan of ſeduction, For 
the honour of human nature, he was led to believe that the former 
conſtituted a more numerous claſs than the latter. Let the Houſe 
look at the effect of this bill reſpecting both theſe deſcriptions of 
perſons. Wich reſpe& to the former, he would aſk whether this 
bill would leſſen the number of delinquents ? The woman was 
ſometimes betrayed by her ſeducer under a promiſe of marriage; ſhe 
lamented her miſconduct, and was anxious to make every atone- 
ment in her power to ſociety by the purity of her future conduct; in 
like manner the man who, yielding to the momentary impulſe of 
his paſſions, contributed to the ruin of female chaſtity, might wiſh 
to make every atonement in his power, by marrying the perſon un- 
guardedly betrayed ; but when he ſhould ſee by this bill that he in- 
volved the woman in ruin and infamy, the effect might be to harden 
his mind againſt the object of his unlawful attachment, and to divert 
his mind from the better conduct which he ought to purſue, and 
thus, he feared, the tendency of the bill was to produce greater 
miſchief than it could cure. There were perſons unfortunate, who 
yet had not Joſt all ſenſe of morality and virtue : by this bill ſuch 
perſons would be entirely abandoned; the door would be ſhut 


againſt their return to the paths of virtue; a degice of deſpair would 
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take place, and the unfortunate female might thus be involved in 
the fate of common and abandoned proſtitutes. He could ſuppoſe 
the caſe of the daughter of a reſpectable family, entering the world 
with all the graces to adorn her character and ſtation in ſociety, 
young, beautiful, and unexperienced in the ways of vice, yet ſe- 
duced by the arts of a deſigning man under promiſe of marriage. 


Was it fit, he would aſk, that this young unexperienced female 


ſhould be the principal ſufferer, whilſt the ſeducer, prohibited by 
this bill from making her the only reparation in his power, was 
driven from the marriage bed to the polluted couch of ſome painted 
harlot ? And was it right that this man ſhuuld be fuffered to claim 
the benefit of the law as a paſſport for his diſſolute conduct? 
Without ſceking to diminiſh the magnitude of her crime, till it 
became the Legiſlature to draw a line of diſtinction between the 
female ſuch as he had deſcribed, and the abandoned proſtitute, or 
the profligate ſeducer. He wiſhed it to be confidered how inju- 
rious it would prove to ſociety for Parliament to ſhut the door againſt 
her return to the paths of virtue ; and would not every one much 
rather wiſh to ſee her reclaimed, than driven by deſpair into a diſſo- 
lute courſe of life? Such an one, fallen it is true in one inſtance, 
might ſtill only want kindred qualities in the other party to make 
her fill up her future charaQer and conduct with honour and cre- 
dit ; no perſon fitting as a Judge could look upon ſuch a perſon 
without an eye of compaſſion. The Supreme Judge of all, we are 
told, defireth not the death of a finner, but rather that he ſhould 
turn from his wickedneſs and live; and ſhall the Engliſh law, co- 
pying after the divine in its inclination towards mercy in this in- 
ſtance, give no encouragement to the deſires of returning penitence ? 
On the other hand, by the hard ſeverity of this law, they were to 
view the woman loſt to hope, and abandoned to deſpair, driven to a 
miſcrable ſtew, her feelings rendered callous, mocking her Maker, 
deſerted by her friends, and, perhaps, finiſhing her crimes by ſui- 
cide. In this point of view, he thought the public morals would 
be more endangered by this meaſure, than if, as the law now food, 
a refuge was open unto which the unfortunate culprit might fly. 
Was it not upon the very ſame principle which he eſpouſed that 
the Magdalen was encouraged ? Was not the object laudable, that 
of protecting ſociety from the contagion of bad example, and, at the: 
ſame time, of reclaiming the guilty ?; Such was the principle of the 
law as it now ſtood ; whereas the bill propoſed, he was afraid, 
would tend to increaſe the number of bad women, by rendering 
them irreclaimable. Let gentlemen look at the operation of the 
bill with regard to the ſecond claſs of perſons; to men who ſought to 
G9: 
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gratify their paſſions by the ruin of female virtue. At preſent; the di 
idea of marrying the woman whom he had ſeduced from fidelity ar 
and virtue, which the law of honour ſuggeſted to him, would ope- te 
rate as a reſtraint upon his conduct; but this bill would remove L 
that reſtraint, and tend to encourage him in his profligacy. In his p. 
opinion, ſo far from paſſing a law interdicting the offending parties at 
from intermarrying, the law ſhould be to compel them to marry. V 
He would aſk, whether it had not been found that women who had h 
the misfortune of falling, but had been afterwards married to their n 
ſeducers, had generally led lives of retired contrition and virtue, e 
whilſt others who had not this refuge had been leading lives of pro- ſt 
ſtitution, and had been abandoned to infamy ? The preſent bill ſt 
would aggravate the evil rather than remove it. He would aſk v 
what evidence had been produced to ſhew that this bill was now e 
neceſſary? Let gentlemen look at the ſtate of the country. Was b 
there ever a period when Britiſh valour, loyalty, charity, and public 1 
ſpirit were more conſpicuous? And was it to be ſuppoſcd that the mo- te 
thers and daughters of England had had no ſhare in thus forming the I 
public mind ? When the virtues of the female branches of the 0 
Royal Houſe ſhone ſo conſpicuous ; when the whole nation were ſo b 
firmly united in defence of their King, their religion, morals, and c 
laws; was this a time, he would aſk, to give power to a future n 
hiſtorian to ſully the age which adorned the valour of this genera- d 
tion, and at the ſame time to ſtigmatize its morals * or to authorize n 
the next generation to ſay, that they owed it to the virtues of thoſe J 
who lived at the cloſing of the century, that their country was de- fl 
fended, their King protected, and their liberties ſecured, but that to v 
theſe ſame perſons it had to aſeribe an unuſual influx of immora- 0 

lity, and the breaking down of the barriers of virtue? The next a 
generation could hardly believe that ſuch contraricties could meet. a 
Gentlemen owed it to themſelves and their country to enable the t] 
future hiſtorian to draw a juſt rather than a falſe picture of the e 
times in which they lived. n 

Sir WILLIAM SCOTT obſerved, that it had been adduced y 

as a ground for the preſent bill, that more divorces had taken place a 

of late years than at any former period. But from the general and 1 
comparative view which he was enabled to take, he felt ſome ſatiſ- 0 
faction in declaring that the general ſtate of morals was not worſe | 
now than it had been in former periods. There were many in- t 
ſtances to be found of a ſtrict adherence in the people of this coun- 1 
try to old Engliſh manners and Engliſh virtues ; there were many t 
bright examples of conjugal virtue and fidelity amongſt perſons of 0 

h 


the higheſt ranks in ſociety; nor did he think that it would be any 
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diſcredit to this country to compare its ſtate of morals with that of 
any other country, and particularly as it reſpected the crime of adul- 
tery. Let any gentleman look into the old Engliſh comedies, from 
Dryden to Congreve, as a ſpecimen of Engliſh morals, and com- 
pare them with the productions of the more modern comic muſes, 
and it muſt lead him to this concluſion, that the ſtate of morals was 
worſe formerly than now. He might alſo refer to the teſtimony of 
hiſtory, from the writings of the grave Hammond to thoſe of the 
noble writer Lord Clarendon. He muſt therefore have very ſtrong 
evidence under his eye, before he could agree in thinking that the 
ſtate of morals was deteriorated. The only evidence that had been 
ſtated was the increaſed number of divorces of late years. But he 
was led to ſuſpect that this aroſe from cauſes which had little refer- 
ence to the profligate ſtate of manners ; nor did he think it a pro- 
bable thing that ſuch profligacy ſhould have broken out all at once. 
The ſtate of opinion, and the laws, as reſpecting marriage, were 
to be taken into conſideration. Before the Reformation, it was by the 
law of the Church of Rome, which exiſted in this as well as other 
Chriſtian countries of Europe, that marriage was a ſacrament, and a 
. bulineſs with which human Legiflatures had nothing to do. In 
conſequence of this, divorces were not allowed. When Sir Tho- 
mas Powis faid, that for 600 years there had been but four or five 
divorces, he ſaid truth ; but the anſwer was plain, which was, that 
no human authority had been allowed to lay its finger upon the ſub- 
ject till the Reformation. It was impoſſible to deny that ſome of 
the Reformers run into. wild ideas on the ſubje& of divorce, which 


were inconſiſtent with the ſolemnity of the marriage contract. The 


opinion of Archbiſhop Cranmer was more conſiſtent ; he held, that 
adultery cauſed a diflolution of marriage; and that it was lawful 
and right for human tribunals and legiſlatures to pronounce upon 
their diſſolution. It became the opinion in the country amongſt 
eminent divines, and the law of the canons, that marriage, although 
not a ſacrament, was a high, myſterious, and ſacred ordinance, 
with which human legiſlature had nothing to do, and that even 
adultery itſelf did not diſſolve the marriage. In the canons of 
160 3, an additional ſanction was impoſed, which made it neceſ- 
ſary for the Eccleſiaſtical Judge to require a bond from the innocent 
party as well as the guilty, not to contract marriage during the life- 
time of each other. He believed the firſt attempt to invoke the 
interference of the Legiſlature did not occur till the year 1668, in 
the caſe of Lord Hughes; yet even then, though at the diſtance 
of 100 years from the Reformation, ſo ſtrong was the opinion that 
human legiſlatures had nothing to do in ſuch matters, that it was 
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with the preateſt difficulty the divorce bill was carried through the 
Houſe of Lords, and all the Biſhops but two voted againſt it. In 
the year 1715 Biſhop Fleetwood combated the ſame notions (in the 
caſe of Sir George Downing), which till exiſted in his time. Af- 
ter the acceſſion of the preſent Family to the throne, more-liberal 
notions began to prevail; the Legiſlature was more generally ap- 
plied to on ſuch ſubjects, and the old notions were gradually oblite- 
rated, Such was the reaſon why fo few applications had been 
made for divorces till after the middle of the preſent century. Of 
late years, applications to the Legiſlature for divorces were no 
longer reſiſted on old Englith ground; the expence formed one of 
the chief difficulties—but this obſtacle became gradually diminiſhed 
in proportion as the wealth of the country increaſed. However, he 
could ſtate, that there were as many eceleſiaſtical ſentences of ſepa- 
ration 4 menſa et thors, before, as fince the Reformation. Ihe num- 
ber of divorces that had been ſued for was more to be attributed to 
the prevalence of the new notions, than to the increaſed profligacy of 
manners. From looking into the records of Eccleſiaſtical Courts 
for the lat thirty years, he had to remark, that the number of theſe 
ſentences had not conſiderably increaſed. From 1770 to 1780 
there were about fifty-three ſentences a-menſa et thors; from 1780 
to 1790 there was a much ſmaller number ; and from that period 
to the preſent time the number was about fiſty- five. A great num- 
ber of theſe divorce caſcs may have found their way into Parliament 
from cauſes not connected with an inereaſed depravation of man- 
ners. This was the caſe during the laſt year, when, in conſeq uence 


of an order in another Houſe, which bore hard on the feelings of 


one of the parties, theſe cauſes which had hung back were brought 
forward ; but in the preſent year theſe cauſes were fewer. Upon the 
whole, he did not think himſelf juſtified in entertaining ſuch gloomy 
apprehenſions as to the exiſting ſtate of morals in the country which 
ſome perſons did. With reſpe& to marriage, two opinions had pre- 
vailed ; the one that it was a mere civil, and the other that it was 

a religious ceremony. In his opinion it was both, As the law of 


nature, it was antecedent to the formation of ſociety, and an import- 


ant but a mere perſonal contract between the two parties. When 
ſociety was formed, it became not only a perſonal but a civil con- 
tract, conneQed with civil privileges and obligations; when religi- 


ous principles were received in a State, the marriage became alſo a 


religious contract, accompanied with plighted vows, and calling 
upon Heaven to witneſs them. The idea that the marriage contract 
was indiſſoluble, was taken from the conſtruction put upon certain 


texts of ſcripture. It was now the practice in every Proteſtant. 
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country, but our own, for Courts of Juſtice to give a ſentence of ſe- 
paration d menſa et tbaro; this was the caſe in Scotland, Holland, 
&c. He was, however, much diſpoſed to think that the law in this 
country was placed on a footing the moſt conſiſtent with the gene- 
ral ſafety ; he meant ſo far that the Legiſlature ſhould keep the 
matter of divorce in its own hands, rather than leave it to ſubordi- 
nate courts. By the exiſting pradice it was requiſite, to entitle 2 
huſband to obtain a divorce, not only to give proofs of the miſcon- 
duct of the wife, but at the ſame time of his own good conduct. 
It was evident that there might be great ſhades of difference as to 
the conduct of the huſband, ſo as to render the deciſion of the Le- 
giſlature a matter of diſcretion which did not fafely belong, and 
could not ſtrictly be entruſted to a Court of Juſtice, where deciſions 
were to be guided by ſtrict rules of evidence and matters of fact. 
With regard to the preſent bill, Sir William ſaid, that in its pre- 
ſent ſtage he ſhould ſuſpend giving any decided opinion : if he 
voted for its going to a Committee, it was not on the ground of 
the increaſed number of divorces. If its tendency was to ſtrengthen 
the fences of religion and morality, then undoubtedly nothing 
ſhould be omitted calculated to anſwer that effect. He hoped to 
have found in this bill ſomething equally pointed at the depravity of 
both ſexes. If the Houſe met this meaſure upon moral and religious 
principles, they ought not to do the buſineſs by halves; and as men, 
there was one part of it which it might be moſt proper for them 
to begin. Sir William ſaid, it had been his lot, in the official ſitu- 
ation which he held, to ſee the moſt "injurious ſyſtem of adultery on 
the part of huſbands, the feelings of their wives wounded by the 
moſt glaring infidelity, and their conſtitutions poiſoned by the moſt 
groſs indecencies, Whilſt all the recourſe which the wives had was a 
ſeparation nenſa et iboro. Speaking as the father of children, he 
muſt ſay that he ſhould be happy to ſee ſomething inſerted in this 
bill for the protection and happineſs of daughters. This bill ought 
to go to prevent adultery in general, rather than the adultery of one 
ſex. With reſpect to the clauſe which went to inflict penal chaſ- 
tiſement on the adulterer, this was not new in the law of England. 
Adultery was in itſelf a crime pernicious and poiſonous with reſpe& 
toall the ſweet charities of human life; It was already puniſhable 
by the Eccleſiaſtical law, (which, wherever it operated, was as 
much the law of the land as any other branch of the law.) It muſt 
at the ſame time be admitted, that, from the ſtate of modern opinions 
and manners, the puniſhment (that of public expoſure and diſgrace) 
was become rather a matter of derifion, and was growing obſolete. 
But there were alio ſanctions of a more torcible nature : adultery 
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1 was puniſhable by indictment in the courts of Common Law. Sir the 
A William proceeded to ſtate his doubts on the propriety of one or two gl 
* fig clauſes in this bill. He remarked, that it was only to operate in ** 
i. hy . caſes where the huſband was living with his wife ; but if ſo, no wy 
1 action would lie in all thoſe caſes where the huſband lived in a ſtate thi 
W 1 of ſeparation from his wife. The tendency of this was, to weaken up 
bY the crime of adultery, as the crime of the female was moſt likely to ab 
1 take place in ſuch a ſtate of ſeparation. He had alſo his doubts 
18 with regard to that part of the bill which profeſſed to ere a fence da 
144 againſt colluſion; alſo on that clauſe which enacted that the party 
11 ſhould be conviRed and puniſhed by a criminal court ; for he could "oy 
' 4 conceive many caſes in which a man might obtain relief in a civil He 
44 court, without the cauſe being ſuſtained in a criminal court ; du 
hh whereas if he were to carry on an unſucceſsful proſecution in a cri- 88 
$ $ minal court, he would fail in a civil court, and in obtaining parlia- wi 
TP mentary relief : and the expence of proceeding would alfo be in- Bt 
. 5 creaſed by this bill, by the neceſſity of going through ſuch a variety inf 
1 of courts, as well as both Houſes of Parliament. He thought it wi 
+= was but juſt, on the part of the Legiſlature, if it paſſed this bill, to * 
ki ſecure the proſecutor againſt this increaſed expence. Sir William 
"44 ſaid, that he was inclined to think that this bill would tend to hold mw 
8 out a premium to the adulterer, in proportion to the terror which it gl: 
a held out to the adultreſs. He remarked, that it was already the os 
. exiſting law of the country, that neither party ſhould marry again; 8 
bt: all that the Legiſlature did was to interpoſe ſpecial proviſions in par- 
BK ticular cafes; the exiſting law was, in fact, founded on the old _ 
4 principle he had already Rated, that the vinculum conjugale could not wy 
be diſſolved by any human authority whatever. With regard to 
that clauſe which prohibited the guilty perſon from marrying the ws 
adultreſs during the life-time of her buſband, he conſidered that the thy 
effect of this clauſe would be, to give the woman her option of the ws 
whole world, with the exception of the fingle perſon with whom ſhe F 


had had a criminal commerce; ſo that, ſuppoſing a woman were 
ſo depraved as to have ſuch a commerce with ten men, by this bill ſhe it 
may be ſtill connected with all of them, with the exception only of 
that one whoſe name happened to be introduced in the legal pro- 
ceedings: thus ſhe will be allowed to have free acceſs to all the reſt F 
of the world, all mankind but one will be at her devotion. He 
would aſk whether, upon the whole, it would not be better to leave 


the woman in the fituation ſhe at preſent found herſelf by the laws + 
of the country, and to allow the huſband, in caſes where he found % 


himſelf aggrieved, to make his appeal to the Legiſlature of the 
country ? He confeſſed he did not ſee the policy nor the wiſdom of 
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the meaſure propoſed, as interfering with the diſcretion of the Le- 
giſlature. He confefled that his mind was not made up, nor was 
it cleared of doubts as to the policy of the preſent bill : at the ſame 
time he ſhould not object to its going into'a Committee, truſting to 


the wiſdom of the Huuſe to correct thoſe parts of the bill which, 


upon mature conſideration, might appear to it to be objection- 
able. 

The bill was then read a ſecond time, and committed for Mon- 
day ſe'nnight. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T moved the order of the day on the third 
reading of the Income bill. He faid he would juſt trouble the 
Houſe on that part of the bill which related to the form of ſche- 
dules which were to obtain the more accurate information of each 
perſon's income, and propoſed a clauſe in the place of that which he 
wiſhed to withdraw, That it ſhould be lawful for Commiſſioners 
to put queſtions in writing, and to receive anſwers thereto in writing,. 
inſtead of viva voce; and to give the option to the Commiſſioners, 


whether they would ſend for the party for examination in caſe of 


neglect, or not. 

Mr. SMITH objected to this clauſe, as leaving to the Com- 
miſſioners ſtill too large a ſhare of diſcretionary power; but was 
glad of ſeeing it, as it enabled him to juſtify his former obſervations, 
and to remark to the Houſe that the Attorney General was wrong 
in his opinion altogether. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL juſtifies his former aſſertions, 
as this clauſe was the fame in ſubſtance as that which was beſore 
propoſed. . 

Sir W. GEARY thought that the Commiſſioners ſhould be 
compelled, in caſe of the anſwers not being ſatisfactory, to ſummon 
the party before them for a viva vice examination before they pro- 
ceeded farther. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT, on the ſuggeſtion, adopted this propoſi- 
tion; and it was agreed, after a converſation on the expediency and 
propriety of obtaining, 1 in the faireſt and moſt indulgent manner, the 
amount of income, that the party ſhould be ſummoned if the caſe 
required it, | 

The bill then, on the motion of Mr. Pitt, paſſed, and was or- 
dered to the Lords for their aſſent. 

Mr. Chancellor PrrT moved, that the amendments made by 
the Lords to the bill repealing the duty on hops imported into the 
kingdom, and impoſing others in lieu thereof, ſnould be read; which 
being read accordingly, ih 
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The SPEAKER notified to the Houſe, that he muſt call their 


attention to the nature of the amendments. They went to abridge 
the time ſpecified by the Commons during which the duty was to be 
paid ; and as this went to impoſe a new tax, different from that 


already laid on in a revenue bill, he thought the Houſe could not 


with propriety agree to them, from ſuch an alteration ; neither 
ſhould they in the courſe of this ſeſſion ſuffer another bill to be 
brought in under the idea of this improvement, but ſhould reject it 
now altogether. 

On the motion of Mr. Pitt, the nt were then deferred 


to this day three months. 


* 


„ * 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Thurſday, June 5. 


The following Account of the Actual and Eſtimated Expence ¶ collecting 


the Tax on Income, for the Years 1799 and 1500, was laid en 
the Table. 


The allowances to the collectors, clerks of the commiſſioners, 
and the receivers general, for aſſeſſing, collecting, and accounting 
for the tax upon income, will be nearly after the ſame rate as under 
the act for granting an aid and contribution, and on that cumputa- 
tion will not amount to the rate of 6d. in the pound. The pound- 
age calculated at that rate for the year 1799, on 4, 571, 074. 
(that ſum being the eſtimated produce of the tax, excluſive of afſeſſ- 
ments by commercial commiſſioners) would amount to 114, 276l. 
38. 6d. 

The aQs having reſtrited the rewards to inſpectors and ſurvey- 
ors to a ſum not excecding what the commiſſioners for executing 
the acts ſhall report them to deſerve ; and certificates having been 
tranſmitted to this office of the ſums which they ſeem entitled to; 
it is propoſed to make them ſuch allowances as they had received 
the preceding year, under the ſaid acts for granting an aid and con- 
tribution ; and which at that rate will amount to 4180l. 


Printing, ſtatignary, and other incidental expences in this office, 


are eſtimated at 11,850l. gs. 3d. 
The remaining, articles of expence attending the duty upon In- 
come (and which that duty only is ſubjected to) conbiſt in the inei- 


dental expences of the commiſſioners for executing the acts, and 
in the allowance to aſſeſſors. 
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The following ſums have been actually advanced by the Re- 
ceivers-General on account of the expences of the commiſ- 
fioners, VIZ. 


To Commiſſioners for general purpoſes C. 2,00 0 0 
To Commercial Commiſſioners........ 13,134 15 0 - 
To Commiſſioners of Appeal.......... 390 10 11 


- £ + 15,825 5 11 


No eſtimate can be formed of the further ſums which may be 
required on this head : but it ſhould be obſerved, that, upon ſums 
received on aſſeſſments made by commercial commiſſioners, no 
poundage is payable to the clerks or collectors; nor, where the 
money on ſuch aſſeſſment is paid into the Bank, any allowance to 
the receivers-general. The amount of this poundage is about 
33,8181. 5s. 6d. which being a ſaving arifing from the mode of 
making the payments on aſſeſſments by commercial commiſſioners, 
may be ſet againſt the expences of thoſe commiſſioners. 

The allowances to the aſſeſſors are to be certified by the com- 
miſſioners for executing the acts; and the commiſſioners for the 
affairs of taxes are authoriſed to direct the receivers: general to 
pay them ſuch rewards, not exceeding the amount certified, as they 
ſhall think fit. From the certificates which have been tranſmitted 
to this office, the rewards to the aſſeſſors, ſuppoſing them to be granted 
to the full extent recommended by the commiſſioners, would amount 
to nearly 1d. in the pound ; and calculated at that rate upon the 
whole aſſeſſments, to the ſum of 19,0461. 2s. od.; but no ſum 
has yet been advanced on that head of expence. 

No eſtimate can be formed of the expence of colleQing the tax 
upon Income for the year 1800. There does not appear to us 
any reaſon to ſuppoſe theſe will vary conſiderably from the preced- 


ing ſtatement for the year 1799; except as far as the different 


amounts of duties in thoſe years may vary the amount and rate of 
poundage, and as any increaſe which may be found neceſſary to 
make to the eſtabliſhment of this office, or of the ſurveyors, may 
be W as applieable to this tax. 


WILLIAM LOWNDES, 
'  BARNE BARNE, 

EDWARD MEDOWS, 

HORACE HAYES, 
SG. T. GOODENOUGH. 
H 2 | 


Office for Taxes, 
3d June 1800. 
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An Account of the Number of Surveyors and Inſpectors, according 15 


the preſent Eftabliſhment : together with the Number propoſed, and 
Amount of the Salaries. 


[Common's, 


Amount of Salaries. 


Preſent eſtabliſhment of Surveyors and Inſpectors 


h chenocornnncce 19,290 

Propoſed addition of 99 Surveyors at gol. per 
y Tc ͤ ores cs 8,910 
L. 28, 200 


Thirty-ſix perſons have been put under inſtructions to qualify 
themſelves for the office of Surveyor ; but no appointments have 
actually taken place. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid he roſe, in purſuance of the notice he had 
given, to move for what he had called in his notice a repeal of the 
Income tax, but which he did not now wiſh to have underſtood in 
thoſe terms. He rather might be ſaid to riſe to move for leave to 
bring in a bill to limit the duration of the tax on Income. He 
wiſhed to have his object diſtinAly underſtood ; for he knew there 
were many gentlemen who ſuppoſed that he meant to embarraſs 
His Majeſty's Miniſters, and prevent the neceffary ſupply for the 
ſervices of the year. He had no ſuch intention. His intention was 
merely to fill up the blank in the bill now before the Houſe with 
the words 5th April 1801, and to allow the tax to continue till that 
period. Suppoſing the Houſe ſhould adopt his motion, it would 
ſtill be competent, if the circumſtances of the country required it, 
for either himſelf, or any other Member in the Houſe, to move for 
its continuance another year ; for although his opinion was,' that 
this mode of raiſing the ſupplies within the year was not only not 


available, but even if it were fo, its advantages were materially | 


overbalanced by its attendant evils ; yet he ſhould have no objec- 
tion to voting its continuance another year as a war tax. He eon- 
ſidered it a tax which, like all other war taxes, ought to be voted 
- annually,,and in no other way. He was actuated by two motives 
in bringing forward his motion at the preſent moment: firſt, he 
wiſhed to have the ſenſe of the Houſe of Commons on ſo impor- 
tant a ſubject previous to its ſeparation | in its collective capacity, and 
to avail himſelf of the opinions of the individuals compoſing it ; 
opinions the more to be relied upon, as they would come from per- 
ſons who bore a conſiderable ſhare of the burthen impoſed by the 
tax: his ſecond and principal motive was, that he might expoſe a 
ſyſtem of finance wholly defecti ve, and inadequate to the purpoſe 
intended to be anſwered by it ; and that he might ſhew thoſe who 


purchaſed into the public ſtocks of the country what their real 


== 
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- 1+ d tuation was. By bringing forward ſuch a motion now, he gave 

and the public fair notice of the intention of the Legiſlature. He ſhould 
not in the leaſt affect the operation of the tax for the preſent year; 

. on the contrary, it would go on without interruption as uſual. His 


only wiſh was, that every man might know the ground on which 
he became a holder of the public ſecurities. Such, he obſerved, 
were the grounds of his motion: but he was aware that more ſub- 
ſtantial ones would be expected of him; he was aware he ſhould 
be aſked, why he wiſhed to get rid of this tax altogether * His 
anſwer was, that it was a tax he had always been an enemy to; 
not to the tax itſelf merely, but to the principle of it. To the 
principle of raifing a large ſum of money within the year, he was 
as ready as the Chancellor of the Exchequer himſelf to ſubſcribe ; 
but he was inimical to that principle being carried into effect through 
the medium of- an Income tax; it was a bad mode of raifing the 
public money. This opinion, it might be ſaid, was the refill of 
prejudice: true; and for that reaſon he ſhould not have held himſelf 
juſtified in taking the preſent ſtep, if he had not other grounds. The 
chief of theſe grounds was, that in conſequence of the cjrcumſtanees 
that had taken place in the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion, the tax was 
no longer the ſame tax it was originally ſtated to be. If he 
made out this propoſition, he ſhould be entitled to an acquittal of 
any preſumption in acting as he did. The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, in the year 1797, had conceived the project of abandon- 
ing the old funding ſyſtem in order to raiſe the ſupplies, and to 
determine that a new ſyſtem ſhould be had recourſe to, namely, 
that, in every year, a large ſum of money ſhould be raiſed within 
the year, by an arbitrary mode of taxation, determined by the amount 
of aſſeſſed taxes paid by each individual. The ſum propoſed to be 
raiſed originally by the aſſeſſed taxes was 8,000,-001. within the 
year. The meaſure had failed of producing that ſam. He ad- 
mitted the ſeſſion that year had not been ſuffered to cloſe without 
the Houſe being led to expect that nothing like ſuch a ſum was to 
be expected. A variety of modifications were adopted which na- 
turally would reduce the produce of the tax ; but, on the other 
hand, the Miniſter had ſtated, that the ſum likely to be raiſed by 
the voluntary contributions would nearly counterbalance the defi- 
ciency ariſing from ſuch modifications. Was the fact ſo ? The pro- 
duce of the tax, with the operation of the different modifications, 
was four millions and a half, and, with the voluntary contributions, 
yas, he believed, raiſed to ſix millions and a half, or ſeven mil- 
lions. The right honourable gentleman, in the next year, thought 
fit to adopt a new mode of taxation, and to ſhift his criterjon of 
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property. The former criterion was expenditure ; under this 
new mode, it was income ; and the principle upon which it pro- 
ceeded was, that whatever the income of an individual was, he 
ſhould pay a tenth of it toward the public ſupplies. The produce 
of this tax was eſtimated at ten millions; and, in fact, it was diſ- 
tinctly ſtated, that the probability of ſuch a meaſure being available 
to the public as a permanent and ſolid ſyſtem of finance, was, that 
it ſhould produce a ſum not leſs than ten millions. That it had 
been ſo ſtated did not depend upon his recollection; it was upon 
the Journals of the Houſe. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, to convince the Houſe of the 
ſolidity of his ſyſtem, had placed on the Journals a reſolution, 
which he would beg leave to read, as much of his argument turned 
upon it. It was the 19th reſolution, and ſtated, ©* That the pro- 
duce of the tax was originally eſtimated at ten millions, and that it 
was important that meaſures ſhould be taken to render it eſfectual 
to that amount.” Thus, in order to give ſolidity to this favourite 
ſyſtem of finance, it was neceflary that ten millions ſhould be 
raiſed within the year. If ten millions could be raiſed within the 
year, the arguments with which he combated the tax would fall to 
the ground ; but, in proportion as it fell ſhort of producing that 
ſum, they were ſtrengthened ; and the queſtion was, whether the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer was juſtified in perſiſting in a tax 
which neither had produced nor could produce the ſum ſtated to be 

- indiſpenſably neceſſary to enſure its ſucceſsful operation, Upon 
the deficiency in the produce of the aſſeſſed taxes, it had been 
ſtated, that great expectations were formed of the reſult of the vo- 
luntary contributions; but at preſent ſuch an idea was wholly out of 
the queſtion. No one dreamt of voluntary contributions; they 
formed no part of the new ſyſtem; they had diſappointed the ex- 
pectations before formed of them; and unqueſtionably would again, 
if reſorted to. In 1799, inſtead of ten millions, which had been 
ſtated as neceſſary to carry the ſyſtem into effect, it had produced 
only about 5,800,000. In the preſent year the eſtimate was, that it 
ſhould produce 7, ooo, oool. Taking the three years, 1798, 1799, 
and I 800, this tax, which, to have any beneficial effect, was eſtimated 
for each year at 10,000,000l. would produce a ſum not much 
above 15,864,000]. excluſive of the voluntary contributions. 
This was all the advantage the public had derived from the opera- 
tion of this ſyſtem of finance. It might have been expected, that 
this tax would have precluded the neceſſity of adding to the public 


debt. In the year 1799, the Miniſter propoſed his fyſtem of 


railing the ſupply within the year. He kept his word with the public ; 
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but in 1708 he added eight millions, in 1799 fourteen millions, 

and in 1800 thirteen millions to the debt of the country. Such 

was the aggregate of the facts. He therefore aſked the Houſe, 

whether any thing beneficial was to be expected from a ſyſtem, the 

pretence for which was, that it rendered permanent burthens on 

the country unneceſſary ? Taking the tax for the preſent year, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had ſtated it at 7,000,000] ; but at 

the time he had ſo ſtated it, he had a bill in contemplation, in 
order to produce that ſum, which he was ſenſible it would be inade- 
quate to, if left upon the ſame footing it was on before. The bill 
to which he alluded had been brought into the Houſe in filence early 
in the preſent ſeſſion, and taken away in the ſame manner. That 
it had diſappeared, he congratulated the Houſe and the Public ; but 
why it ever had bcen brought in, and why, when brought in, it had 
been taken away, he had never heard any reaſon ſtated. Satisfied 
as he was that the bill had not been perſiſted in, yet it was neceſ- 
ſary, for the purpoſe of eſtimating the value of the tax, to advert to 
it. It had been ſaid, that by the operation of that bill the defici- 
ency of the former one would have been made up. It contained 
ſome ſevere clauſes with regard to the merchants, who were ſuſ- 
pected not to have given that ſum to the Miniſter which, from their 
promiſes at the Manſion houſe, might have been expected from 
them. It had been propoſed, that they ſhould be uſed in the ſame 
manner as other men; that their commercial commiſſioners ſhould 
be taken from them: If the effect of ſuch a bill would have been 
what had been ſtated, he knew not why that part of it ſhouid 
have been abandoned. The ground upon which it was expected 
that the deficiency would now be made up, was by an increaſe on 
farmers and occupiers of land : with regard to the farmers, he be- 
lieved the bill, as it now ſtood, would operate as a drawback as to 
the ſmall ſum required of them; but it owners and occupiers of 
land were to be taken into the account, it might have ſome effect. 
It was well known, that many farmed land for the ſake of amuſe- 
ment, and ſome for the ſake of example ; that they loſt by their 
farming, and, in fact, never expected to gain. The actual produce 
of the tax had been about 5,800,000l. Of that ſum it appeared 
by a paper preſented to the Houſe, that the expence of collecting it 
was from 160 to 170,000]. He here entered into calculations to 
ſhew: that the actual produce of the tax applicable to the.public ſer- 
vice was infinitely below the ſum he had ſtated ; in fact, not much 
beyond 3, ooo, oool. The produce of the tax being as he had 
ſtated, it was ſurely worth while for the Houſe to conſider whether 
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It was in the next place to be conſidered, that on the produce of 
this tax there was already no leſs a ſum mortgaged than 1 3, ooo, oool. 
He would aſk the Chancellor of the Exchequer, whether, if, when 
he had' firſt opened this tax to the Houſe, he had ſtated the incon- 
veniences attending it, had ſtated alſo that it was to be mortgaged 
for a ſum of 13,900,000]. and had ſtated that inſtead of, being a 
tax for one year it was intended as a permanent tax, thoſe remon- 
ſtrances out of the Houſe, which he was more inclined to attend to 
than the obſervations of any one in it, would not have been made to 
him, that would certainly have deterred him from preſling it? What he 
had mentioned as the conſequences of this new ſy ſtem of taxation was 
the reſult of two years experience; a reſult of which he was per- 
ſuaded there could be no difference of opinion. Was it then 100 
much to ſay that the ſyſtem had given way? The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer might maintain that the preſent plan was an excellent 
one. Let it be fo or not, it was quite a different thing from that 
which he had originally induced the Houſe to ſandion; and not the 
leaſt part in which it ditfered, was that which related to its duration, 
He calculated that the probable duration of the tax would cxtend to 
the year 1810. Had the right honourable gentleman, when he 
deſired the Houſe to fanction ſuch a tax as this, intimated, in the 
moſt Ciſtant manner, that it was a tax likely to continue ten years, 
did he think it would have been agreed to:? Did he think the Houſe 
would not have betrayed their duty to their conſtituents, if they 
had not rejected it ? Yet ſuch would be the operation of the bill in 
point of duration. The Chancellor of the Exchequer might ſay, 
that was a circumſtance for which he was not at all reſponſible, 
the Houſe having adopted the meaſure after mature deliberation ; 
he believed very few perſons at that time had examined his finan- 
cial ſyſtem, He did not mean to infer, that it had been the inten- 
tion of the right honourable gentleman to miſlead them, but merely 
that the Houſe had given him credit for his repreſentation of it. It 
had been conſidered merely as a meaſure of a temporary nature, 
and it was under that impreſſion that it had been fo readily aſſented 
to; in order to reconcile their conſtituents to it, it had been repre- 
ſented to them as a vigorous meaſure which Government found 
neceflary to adopt as a war tax, and by no means intended to be 
permanent. His Majeſty's ſpeech at the time of the opening of the 
ſeſſions was a proof that it was not in contemplation as a permanent 
meaſure ; his ſpecch ſtudiouſly avoided making the leaſt mention of 
_ laying permanent taxes upon bis ſubjects. But, perhaps, it might 
© be urged that this was, not a permanent tax. What, he would aſk, 


was meant by a permanent tax i——Surcly, a tax which he thould 
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not ſee the end of in the courſe of his life he had a right to conſi- 
der a permanent tax. It was a ſubject very little likely to afford 
conſolation to the public, that after they had paid two years of the 
income tax, they were fo go on paying ten more. For all the in- 
conveniencies with which the preſent meaſure was fraught there was 
but one remedy ; that remedy was to raiſe the ten millions within 
the year. It was not poſſible to raiſe ſuch a ſum within the year 
by a tax upon income, nor was it even probable that it could be 
raiſed to ſev-n millions. It was then for the Houſe to fay, whether 
they would proceed in a ſyſtem which, in the courſe of the two years 
that it had been tried, had developed itſelf to be as weak and futile 
as he had deſcribed it. It was perſiſting in impoſing a tax, the 
collection of which could not be regulated. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had admitted that the ſum neceſſary could not be 
raiſed by the preſent meaſure. Had he not been perſuaded of the 
impoſſibility of raiſing it, why did he bring in a bill at the com- 
mencement of the ſeſſions to remedy that, which from information 
he found had failed for want of ſuch proviſions as he had introduced 
in his new bill? The whole of that bill, which had been recorded 
as neceſſary to the furtherance of his ſyſtem of finance, had been 
completely abandoned ; how then could his own ſtatement juſtify the 
expectation of its ever being effectually carrjed into execution. Was 
it too much to aſk him not to perſiſt in a ſyſtem which would not 
produce 7, ooo, oool., and of which he could not regulate the col- 
lection? Certainly, if he did perſiſt, he would juſtly incur the 
charge of obſtinacy, as he would be carrying it on with the convic- 
tion ariſing from experience that it was not likely to be attended 
with thoſe advantages which he had originally conceived would reſult 
to the country. If the right honourable gentleman now perſiſted, 
he would perſiſt in telling the country that they muſt ſubmit to be 
taxed a tenth of their income for ten years, becauſe he was unable 
to carry into effect thoſe meaſures which make it neceſſary for a 
ſhorter period, Was this a fituation for the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to ſtand in? — he was placed in the ſituation of a Miniſ- 
ter forcing a tax upon the country, though he had a perfect know- 
ledge that it had failed, -His prudence ought to induce him to 
abandon it. As the tax now ſtood,, it was not ſuch a one as the 
Chaneellor of the Exchequer wiſhed it to Ve, as he had pledged 
himſelf to the Houſe it ſhould be. He truſted he had made 
out a ſtrong: caſe as to the failure of the tax; he had not ar- 
raigned the original ſyſtem of raiſing a large ſum of money within 
the year—it was not that he diſliked the original ſtock, but the 
baſtard ſcion that had ſprung from it. It had no other object than 
Vo. XII. 
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chat of raiſing the funds. It had been ſtated, that it would oper- 
ate to the relief of the public credit; he admitted it would fo far 
operate to its relief, that at a peace the Commiſſioners for paying 
off the national debt would be enabled to lay out 11,000,900. 
inſtead of 5, ooo, oool. The operation of the tax in raiſing the 
funds was to begin, not in time of peace, but in time of war. He 
was perſuaded, that at the return of peace, it would have a conſider- 
able operation upon the funds. There were many foreigners who 
had money in our funds, which they had advanced at a low price; 
was it proper to enable them to get out of our funds, at the return of 
peace, a conſiderable advantage, by the operation of ſuch a plan as 
this? It did appear to him a hard thing, that the money of this 
country ſhould be applied in raifing the funds for the benefit of 
foreigners. He conſidered that the money of the country might be 
much more advantageouſly applied. Of all the inſtruments a Mi- 
niſter ever got in his hands, this was the moſt deluding ; it enabled 
him to raiſe what money he might require with facility, becauſe 
it precluded the neceſſity of laying immediate taxes upon the eoun- 
try ; it had induced the Houſe to vote away thirteen millions and a 
half, to be redeemed in ten years. He did not mean to deny the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer's knowledge of finance ; he allowed 
him to poſſeſs very eminent talents in that line ; but this he would 
aſſert, that no part of his fame would reſt upon this ſyſtem of 
finances If he poſſeſſed no other than what he derived from this 
tax, his talents were nothing for his family to be proud of. 

The right honourable gentleman would ſay, no doubt, that the 
revenue flouriſhes : he admitted it; but it was owing to the war, 
That the country was able and willing to pay the tax, might alſo be 
aſſerted ; but let it be remembered, that there were few men poſ- 
ſeſſed of property that had not ſomething in hand for an emergency. 
Great would be the difference through ten years, when men call to 
their view the duties they owe to their families. He then pro- 
ceeded to prove, that it ated with a ſeverity of a tax upon capital 
though laid upon income; and from this inferred the cruelty and 
oppreſſion of the tax. It was a conſtant outgoing to every perſon 
in the country; and it was only on the funds that it could have a 
beneficial effect. On that ground alone, then, he ſhould think 
himſelf juſtified in propoſing to limit its duration: but, exclufive 
of this objection, the tax was radically bad, There was a great 
difference in 10001. a year from landed property and from ſovrces 
that were not diſpoſable, The latter admitted of variety of de- 
grees and different amounts in value. A manot 50l. a year landed 
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eſtate might be a good father, and yet ſpend the whole of his annual 


income; not ſo with a man who derived it from trade cr profeſſion. 
If then ſuch a ſyſtem ſhould become permanent, this muſt ceaſe to 
be a country worth living in, as one in which the bleſſings of liberty 
could not be enjoyed. It was a ſyſtem which could only be ear- 
ricd into effect by ſpies and informers, and as ſuch unfit for a free 
country, By a paper juſt Jaid on the table he found there was 
to be an addition of 99 inſpectors to the former, for the purpoſes 
of this tax, He wiſhed to avoid harſh expreſſions when mention- 
ing thoſe perſons ; they were good-looking men, dreſſed in good 
cloaths, ſelected from the tax office for their activity and vigilance, © 
«© But what are their habits, and what have been their employments ? 
They are perſons whoſe duty it is to go about and ſee the number 
of ſervants, horſes, dogs, &c. that each man has, and to make a 
true return ; in this it is their intereſt, as well as duty, to be keen 
and active. Theſe are the perſons that are now to come abroad 
to ſurvey and inſpect men's properties, and to get at the truth by 
getting at the ſecrets of each man's affairs. How is this to be done? 


clerks and domeſtics of the reſpective houſes they with to examine; 
actions for which a man ought to be hooted out of ſociety ! Does 
the honourable gentleman who laughs (alluding to a member on the 
oppoſite fide who ſmiled) think it grateful to amuſe himſelf at the 
diſtrefles this bill muſt excite in private families? This then is not 
a country for an honeſt man to live in! Every man is not gifted 
with the candour and ſpirit of the learned gentleman ;—does he 
think it a country for an honeſt man to live · in?] will ſay, it is a 
country, not for men of plain and honeſt feelings, though it may 
for placemen and penſioners. Oh they, to be ſure, will act fairly, 
and are above ſuſpicion; for will it be really ſuppoſed, that an in- 
ſpector would dare to inform againſt them? If he ſhould, he would 
know that he muſt loſe his place, and that another would be recom- 
mended to fill it.” In theſe obſervations he did not allude to the 
paſt conduct of theſe inſpectors. He only meant to ſay, that, to 
fill their office effectually, they muſt wade through the dirt, and 
deſcend to the moſt ſhameful practices. Againſt the commiſſion- 
ers he had nothing to urge, they were reſpectable men: but tho 
preſent deſcription of them muſt dwindle faſt away. It could be 
no ſituation for a gentleman, that would oblige him to hold daily 
communion with ſpies and informers; and who would enter into * 
an employment that involved ſo many unpleaſant circumſtances } 
Some indeed, from a prying diſpolition, might wih to be com- 1 
miſſioners; but none could feel an honourable temptation. But 
4 I 2 
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| admitting that reſpectabl emen might be influenced by fair motives 
. to undertake the ſituation for one year, there was little chance that 
* 4 they would continue to do ſo for ten. He was certain, that in 
1 the courſe of ten years the whole deſcription of commiſſioners 
would change, and that office paſs into the hands of low and ſordid 
men. He further obſerved on the operation of the ſyſtem of tak- 
ing the tenths of men's income: It impoveriſhed the middle elaſs, 
and advanced thoſe only in trade who could put the additional bur- 
then on the article in which they traded; - for the preſent high 
price of things was owing in a great meaſure to this tax. He ex- 
emplified this in the caſe of the wine-merchant, as that caſe might 
de moſt eafily comprehended by thoſe gentlemen whom he wiſhed 
to convince, and he would ſpeak from his own experience. What 
he formerly paid 50 guineas for, was now advanced by the late tax 
to 70; and the wine-merchant charged it with ten more, which 
brought it up to 8o guineas; thus he ſhifted the tax from his own 
ſhoulders, as others did, and by theſe means the whole was thrown 
upon that claſs of the community who were poſſeſſed of a limited 
income. Under this conſideration, he ſhould think the Houſe 
would pauſe before they ſuffered the whole community to be op- 

- preſſed. In the education of their children, what can parents now 
do? On looking to the gentlemen of the army and navy, he would 
aſk, whether it was honourable to take from thoſe who had ſerved 
their country, the tenth of their income for the remainder of their 
lives? Such was the depreciation money had undergone, that 7 ool. 

a- year was better before the war than 10001. now. — The conſe- 
quences would be felt : they would be viſible in the orders of the 
Church and Magiſtracy : thoſe. offices would loſe much of their 
reſpeQability, becauſe they would not be diſcharged as they were 
uſed to he. The gentry who po ſſeſſed property from 1000 to 
I500l. a- year, and who kept their carriages and horſes, were 
driven into little towns for ſhelter ; and the middle claſs, which 
formed the moſt reſpeQable part of oeiety, were likely to be ſoon 
extinguiſhed, ground down by the oppreſſion of this tax. When 
that claſs was deſtroycd, the beſt claſs of ſubjects would be annihi- 
lated. —They filled that order in the State which placed them too 

| - high to be led away by wrong opinions, and left them ſufficiently 
los to have a fellow feeling with the great maſs of the people. But 
mz ' the right honourable gentleman would ſay, that all this was but a 
3 transfer of property: that he admitted, but denied that it was be- 
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wn off the ſums we had borrowed, but to enrich individuals : and it 
Vas hard on thoſe who had ſhewn a zeal for their country,. 10 be 


neficial to the country, becauſe it did not go, in its transfer, to pay 
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treated harſhly by it.—He would maintain, that transferred pro- 
perty was the ſame in ſpirit as it was in ſubſtance ; for upſtart 


wealth aſſumed a different character. An eſtate tranſmitted from 


father to ſon, carried in its courſe certain duties and obligations 
which were attached to it, and which in the transfer altered their 
condition and were deſtroyed. ' Hence may be inferred, that 
change which the manners of the community muſt undergo, and a 
change, he dreaded, much for the worſe. It was on motives ſuch 
as theſe that he called upon the attention and indulgence of the 
Houſe, and hoped that they would agree with him in the motion he 
had to make: he did not deſire to derange, to embarraſs, or to in- 
troduce into the finances any obſtruction. His object was, to pre- 
ſerve the balance and well-being of the community. Should he, 
however, fail in this intention, ſome good would till follow; it 
would operate as a nctice to people of ſmall fortune to change their 
mode of living, as they would be unable to maintain their rank in 
ſociety. All he aſked was, that on the return of peace they might 
be allowed to retrieve, by economy, the ravages which war had 
made on their properties. Under the preſent ſyſtem, no retrench- 
ments could ſet them to rights. They had no reſource but to quit 
their rank in ſociety. Mr. Tierney concluded with moving, 
* That leave be given to bring in a bill to limit the duration of the 
tax upon income.” ; 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that one radical error appeared to 
him to have pervaded the whole of the ſpeech of the honourable 
gentleman who had juſt ſpoken, that of ſuppoſing the tax upon in- 
come was impoſed by a wanton ſpirit of innovation by thoſe who 
had argued it as a meaſure of finance, and without a ſufficient 
ground appearing of its neceſſity. Now he would ſay, that whatever 
reaſon that Houſe and the Public had to rejoice, and they were 
many, at the diſtinguiſhed bleſſings which had marked this country 
ſuperior to any other nation upon earth, and had held it up during 
ſeveral years of ſevere trial; yet it would be idle to ſuppoſe, that 
the efforts we were called upon to make in that trial were very light, 
eſpecially when we were endeavouring to eeliver ourſelves and the 
reſt of the world ; it would be idle to expect that ſuch an end could 
poſſibly be attained without ſomething more than ordinary exertion, 
and therefore the preſſure muſt be felt. After the funding ſyſtem, 
which had been of ſo much advantage, had ſo much contributed to 
the proſperity of this country, and had been carried to an extent far 
beyond what many perſons thought it could poſſibly endure, and 


when we were called upon to meet an extraordinary exigency for 


which the funding ſyſtem was not of itſelf ſyfhcient. i* would be idle 
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Indeed to expect that ſuch a confluence of difficulties as we had met | 
could poſſibly be overcome without extraordinary exertions ; he be- 
lieved, however, at the ſame time, that the meaſure which the Le- 


and had increaſed under the plan by which it was ſaid it muſt be di- 
minifhed. * This he took to be ſomething like a conclufive refu- th 
tation of all the-gloomy prognoſties that were made on the effect of 


1] giſlature had adopted, in its matured fate, would ſurmount the diffi- 5 
bi: eulties; but even in its preſent imperfe& one, ſo very ſhort of what 8 
9 it was intended to be, and would reach, it would go a great way to- p 
\ wards that deſirable end, and was a meaſure ſuperior in its nature G 
to any ſyſtem of finance that had been adopted in this country, in . 

point of prudence, policy and juſtice, as well as of efficacy, and was 3 

ſubjeQ to none of the evils of which the honourable genileman com- 6 

plained, nor would, in the reſult, produce any of the inconveniencies Ki 

1 which had been ſtared as neceſſarily ariſing out of it, but directly 00 
FF. N the reverſe. The nonourable gentleman had, towards the end of 5 
I | his ſpeech, treated the tax upon income as ſtriking at the deareſt in- Rf 
[ F tereſts of ſome of the moſt valuable elaſſes of ſociety; but the * 
1 Houſe would recolle&, that this was the ſame argument urged in the 
i . 52 ſame manner, and delivered with the ſame vehemence, as the very n 
Wa ' fame honourable gentleman had done on this tax when the ſubject * 
1 was firſt diſcuſſed in that Houſe, and when the ſame honourable " 
B i member, as well as many others, had urged objections to the prin- t 
WM ciple of railing ſo large a ſum of the ſupplies within the year; tt 
Ft 1 whieh arguments had been anſwered, and upon mature deliberation | y 
' * | refuted in the opinion of the Houſe, as appeared by its votes in the _ 
& 4 year 1798; and therefore it would be needleſs for him to go over p 
we” again the whole of the former grounds. He would merely ſtate th 
b i en-paſſant, that it had been ſtrenuouſſy maintained, that raiſing, or 11 
1 1 attempting to raiſe, ſo large a portion of our ſupplies within the Ir 
MH year would materially diminiſh, and probably deſtroy our proſperity il 
1 as a commercial nation, by impairing the ſources of our finance; * 
* j the beſt anſwer to this, as well as the beſt ſatisfaction to the public, 4 
. was, that the experience of three years had ſhewn the direct con- Bs 
. trary of theſe confident predictions; that our commerce had riſen * 
. by that ſyſtem which was ſtated to be the forerunner of its downfal, * 


the income tax, at leaſt as conſidered in a public point of view.— 0 
The honourable gentleman had dilated upon various topics, and = 
among them he had urged the inconveniencies which he ſaid muſt gi 
= ariſe from the income tax on families of moderate income, and _ 
particularly on the middle elaſs of the gentry ; and he had taken a qu 
diſtinction between ſome incomes and others, in order to ſhew that ta 


ſome of them could bear the tax better than others. Upon the firſ 
8 \ : ; 3 : | £ \ 
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of theſe arguments, the diſcuſſion on former occaſions had been 


ample ; the doctrine of the honourable gentleman had been over 
and over again examined; Parliament had decided upon the ſubjeR; 
and it would be tedious to go over the fame ground again, the more 
eſpecially as there had been no practical ground ſtated of poſitive 
inconvcnience felt: nor was there any thing now ſtated as to the 
difference, conſidered as an income, between that of a tenant in fee 
ſimple, or that of a tenant for life, when applied to the principle of 
railing money within the year; it was the fame in that ſenſe, and in- 
deed the honourable gentleman had not attempted to introduce any 
new argument, but had contented himſelf with re- aſſerting his for- 
mer ones. The honourable gentleman ſtated, that the operation of 
this bill was to reduce a perſon of tool. a year, to the ſtate of 
one formerly at 7 ool.—that was not the way of conſidering the 
ſubject; the real queſtion was, in confidering the policy of the in- 
come tax, whether, if the ſame ſum were to be raiſed within the 
year by taxes on the articles of conſumption, they would not be 
more ſeverely felt by the conſumer than this tax was; and moſt 
clearly it would, becauſe it would be impoſſible to lay any tax on 
the articles of conſumption, without more going out of the pocket of 
the conſumer than came into the Exchequer. The inſtance which 


the honourable gentleman had given of the article of wine was be- 


yond meaſure extravagant; the income bill could not poſſibly be the 
cauſe of its being ſuch a price as eighty guineas—that price was a 
point which had nothing to do with the motion now brought before 
the Houſe, which was for the repeal or the diſcontinuance of the 
income bill; and to connect them was abſolutely prepoſterous. — 
Indeed this very ſubject choſen by the honourable gentleman as an 
Illuſtration of his argument againſt the income tax, refuted it, By 
taxes on conſumption, not only would the retailer of the article lay 
on a profit to himſelf when a duty was impoſed ; but if he found it 
convenient to continue the trade, he might, in many inſtances, with- 
draw his capital from that branch, and, by that means, alſo dimi- 
niſh the competition in the trade, and conſequently enable thoſe 
who continued in the trade to raiſe with more facility the price of 
the article ; but it was one of. the excellencies of the income tax 
to fruſtrate all deſigns of this kind, by laying the duty, not upon any 
article, but upon the general income of the party ; and therefore it 
was free from all the objections which had ſo frequently, and to a 
given extent juſtly, been urged againſt taxes upon the articles of 
conſumption, that the conſumer paid much more than the Exche- 
quer received. Then he would aſk, how did the objections to this 
tax apply to the proprietor of land more than to any other ge ntle- 
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man, or to the middle order of fociety ? What was the option of | 


the Legiſlature ? Either that it ſhould take this method of taxation ; 


or recur to the old ſyſtem of taxation on the articles of conſumption ; 


or reject the idea altogether of railing a large ſum of money within 
the vear, and put an end to our exertions in ſupport of the conteſt in 
which xe were fo neceffarily engaged. Either we muſt give up 
the {yitem of raiſing a large portion of our ſupplies within the year, 
by which we had raiſed our own credit and revivee the hopes of 
the reſt of Europe, or elſe raiſe that portion; and if we were to 
raiſe it, then we were driven to a choice of either raiſing it thus, or 
by a tax upon conſumption ; for, let not the honourable gentleman 
think, that if he got rid of this income bill, there muſt not be raiſed 
by ſome other mode fix millions a year; and he maintained, that 
raiſing it by other modes would be much worfe than this, not only 
for the preſent, but tor any future war, and would entail a larger 
permanent burden. This was an object for the moſt ſerious atten- 
tion of the Houſe. There were two other general heads of argu- 
ment, on which the honourable gentleman dwelt : one was, that 
the preſent ſyſtem had totally failed of its object; the other, that 


the general effect of it was to give an advantage to the ſtock-holder 


over the landed proprietor, and other elaſſes of the community. — 
Now, in order to avoid unneceſſary minutiæ of detail, he would take 
the income tax either as ſeven or fix millions; that either of theſe 
ſums fell very ſhort of what he hoped to obtain, was undoubtedly 
true, the which truth there was neither any extraordinary candour in 
his admitting, nor in the honourable gentleman's diſcovering, al- 
though the honourable gentleman ſupported his argument very un- 
juſtly, recurring to the reſolution of laſt year upon this ſubject, and 
taking it for granted that this tax was to continue in no ſhape what- 
ever after the war; although he admitted, that the aſſeſſed taxes, of 
which it was the ſubſtitute, were to continue for ſome time of peace, 
to make up what might be deficient after the war. How the honour- 

able gentlemarr reconciled theſe two parts of his ſpeech to each other, 
was not eafily gueſſed ; but when he took a view of that tax as 
raiſing a certain ſum of the ſupply within the year, he forgot tha 
convoy tax, which was added to make up the deficiency of that tax, 
and which produced a very conſiderable ſum. A million and a 


half was raiſed within the year, beſides the aſſeſſed taxes. In the 


next place, the honourable gentleman did not give the Houſe a true 
general notion of the ſyſtem of this bill. When he firſt moved 
this ſubject in the Houſe, that his object was to raiſe a large ſum of 
money within the year, was moſt true ; that he ſtated it at firſt to be 
his hope it would produce ten millions a year, was true alſo; that 
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it fell ſhort of that ſum was equally true; but what was the infe- 


rence ? The honourable gentleman, with peculiar dexterity, called 


for the full produce of the eſtimate, or elſe called on the Houſe to 
reject it altogether, as if there was no medium between producing all 
and produeing none of the eſtimates. - We were in hopes of ten 
millions -e had ſeven out of the ten millions, and the honourable 
gentleman inſiſted that all the ſolidity of the principle was gone, 


fince it produced only ſeveo-tenths of its eſtimate, that was to ſay, 


that ſeven-tenths of a given ſum are equal to no given part of it, 
and therefore you ſhould go back to a ſyſtem which you had departed 


from as inadequate to your neceſſities, and quit one which had been 


found much better, and that before experiment had been ſufficiently 
repeated to entitle it to the character of proof; for he maintained, 
that hitherto we had not experience enough to pronounce on the 
probable produce of the income tax. Whether it would produce 
what he conceived at firſt or not, he would give no confident opi- 
nion; but he might be permitted to obſerve, that deficiencies of 
this kind had becn experienced in many inſtances where the eſtimate 
was of the mot confident kind, he meant in ſome exciſcable articles, 
which were under the care of men of ſome experience in the article, 


and whoſe mode of enforcing the due execution of the ſyſtem under 


which they acted was more ſummary than is common to the affairs 


of taxes in general; and why the deficiency in this ſubject ſnould 
be deemed ſo fatal to the. meaſure itſelf, he owned that he was at a 


loſs to know. He contended therefore, that the arguments of the 
honourable gentleman upon that ſubje& were not concluſive ; in 
ſhort, he maintained, without fear of contradiction, that the experi- 
ments hitherto made upon the income tax were not ſufficient to ena- 


ble us to judge. of its final amount. But he muſt call on the 


Houſe to recolle& the feelings it had long entertained, with regard 
to the neceſſity there, was (till to adhere to that ſyſtem which ſup- 


ports our eredit in carrying on. the conteſt in which we are now ſo 


neceſſarily engaged, and which ſyſtem was not only beneficial to us 
in our own opinion, but was highly to our credit in foreign coun- 
tries. He would aſk the Houſe how this matter ſtood now, as 
compared to our ſtate and condition in the year 1797, when the 
meaſure was firſt applied This ſyſtem had produced leſs than its 


eſtimate, and yet it had worked a great change to our advantage, 


not in our opinion only, but alſo in the opinion of foreign countries z 


it had revived and animated the hopes of the reſt of Europe. - He- 


would ſay, that its failure to produce the whole was, inſtead of an 


argument againſt the principle, very ſtrongly in its favour, fince _ 
thing but the excellence of the principle could poſſibly be inferred 3 
K 
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from a meaſure which produced ſuch beneficial effects, even 
although it fell ſhort of its eſtimate. 


He maintained, therefore, without the leaſt apprehenſion of the 


| poſſibility of his being refuted, that all which had been ſaid on this 


branch of the ſubje& was ſo far from being againſt it, that the whole 
was an illuſtration of its truth, its efficacy, and its juſtice. He 
then proceeded to obſerve on the probable effect that the borrowing 
all the money which had been raiſed for the three laſt years would 
have upon the public funds, if the old ſyſtem only had been adopted. 
He might aſk, whether it would have been practicable to preſerve 
our credit by that ſyſtem ? At the firſt of theſe three years, he be- 
lieved ſtock would be found to be, inſtead of 45, 48; and that it 
roſe from that to 5 5, and that in the year 1800 it was 61 ; fo that 
here was an increaſe of 161. upon 45, that is to ſay, an increaſe in 
ſock of between 33 and 34 per cent. This he noticed merely to 
ſhew, that many millions of poſitive gain had accrued by the adop- 


tion of this ſyſtem in the courſe of three out of ſix or ſeven years of 
expenſive and unexampled war; and he did not expect to hear it 


argued that the public have not an intereſt in ſeeing the price of ſtock 
high. There could be but two ways to relieve the public credit, 


either by that which was adopted of raiſing money within the year, | 
or by proceeding on the old ſyſtem ; and if he found that this plan 


had raiſed the credit of the country, as moſt unqueſtionably it had, 
he could not ſee how it could be maintained (afferted it might very 
eaſily) that this ſyſtem had been inefficacious. He owned he ſaw 
no room for any gloomy deſpondency in our financial affairs. He 
maintained, that, upon calculation, it was manifeſt that in the courſe 
of the laſt three years the manner in which money had been bor- 
rowed, produced to the public, in compariſon of what muſt have 
been the effect of borrowing on the old ſyſtem, a ſum not leſs than 


24,850,000. : this was among the advantages that the public had 


already obtained by a meaſure called inefficacious by the honourable 
gentleman. But there were two other ways of viewing this ſubject; 

what would have been the effect of borrowing by the old ſyſtem 
when the ſtock was at 45, compared with what the preſent ſyſtem 
had produced, and will moſt probably and indeed almoſt certainly 
produce, ſtating the income bill at 6 or 7 millions? The total 


expence by loan would have been between 69 and 70 millions. 


Intereſt and charges on the ſinking fund would not have amounted 
to leſs of permanent burthen than 6,160,0001, He would how- 
ever in candour ſtate, that there was about 1,200,000. permanent 


taxes to be deducted, but then the ſaving would till be 4,600,000. ; 
and therefore the Houle. had only to alk itſelf, whether it would 
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agree to this motion, the effect of which would be to take away the 
ſaving of permanent taxes to this amount, and which may be felt 
only for 7, or 8, or 9, or, as the honourable gentleman ſtated it, 
10 years, at 6 millions a year? Whether we ſhould prefer near 
5 millions of permanent taxes to that of 7 millions for a few 
years? Calculating the ſinking fund in its operation to pay off 
the debt in 40 years, and taking the income tax for 8 or 10 years, 
and comparing it with the load of 5 millions permanent taxes, the 
one would be about 73, the other 198 millions, making a differ- 
ence of 125 millions in favour of the public by the plan of the 
income bill; that was the real ſtate of what this meaſure would 
produce, this inefficacious meaſure as it had been called. This 
was, however, a ſaving in-a national point of view, and that, 
he contended, was the fair way of conſidering it; but he then took 
a view of the advantages it would produce, ſuppoſing it was calcul- 
ated as it referred to the intereſt of an individual, in which the ad- 


vantage would alfo be very great in compariſon of the old ſyſtem. - 


Having paſſed over theſe topics, he proceeded to take notice of ano- 
ther, urged by the honourable gentleman who preceded him ; it was, 
that the income bill tended to riſe, unduly, the price of ſtock, at 
the expence of the landed intereſt, after the war was over. If the 
honourable gentleman thought that this would be the effect only 
after the war, he ought to have confined his motion to that ſubject ; 

but his motion went to take away the effect of this ſyſtem, whe- 
ther the war continued or not. It was true, the Houſe might 
vote for the meaſure again, although the motion ſhould be carried : 
but all the objections of the honourable gentleman were againſt the 
income bill in general; and what would be the effect of adopting 
his motion ? Why, that of making it doubtful whether Parlia- 
ment would continue the meaſure or not ; and that too when we 
found the confidence it had already infuſed-into the people ot this 


country — the ſpirit it had kindled all over Europe, and after our 


enemy had been almoſt entirely converted by it into an opinion that 
our reſources are inexhauſtible, this was the meaſure which the mo- 
tion of the honourable gentleman would make it a matter of doubt 
whether we ſhould continue it or not. He was much deceived in 
the temper of the Houſe if it had any idea of acceding to ſuch a 


motion. It ſhould at all events be deferred to a period of peace, 


and then the Houſe would conſider whether it would continue the 
meaſure ; and if it did, would then confider under what modifica- 
tions or limitations, and to what degree or extent, it ſhould be fo 
continued. He did not call this meaſure, although adopted by 


Parliament, and although ſo very beneficial already; a pledge that it 
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take a new courſe on that account merely. 
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ſhould be continued for any given length of time; it was not in he 
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nature of a bargain, that this ſyſtem ſhould at all events be con- 


tinued. He was not aware of any thing that paſted between him 


and thoſe who contracted for the late loans; but it was, and indeed 


- muſt be, naturally underſtood, that Parliament would adhere to a 
ſyſtem it had adopted upon ſo much deliberation as they had 


done this ſyſtem, and would not haſtily, or lighily, or eaſily aban- 
don it; and therefcre, without making any bar to the future deli- 
beration of Parliament, which indeed could not be done conſiſtently 
with the free exercite of its funRions, the Houſe would conſider very 


* gravely, and very cautiouſly, the whole of the properties of ſuch a plan 


as this, before they agreed to abandon it. He did not think that the 
Houſe would be ſuddenly induced to give up a iyitem which had con- 
duced ſo much to the advantage of public credit, and raiſed ſo much 
confidence all over Europe, merely becauſe an honourable member 


| ſhould be pleaſed to requeſt it. He did not think the Houſe would 
at once turn its back upon ſuch a plan as this, and take a contrary 


courſe, by which they would depreſs the funds. He did not think 
that becauſe good bargains were made on behalf of the public 


when the funds were low; an opportunity would be luoked for to 


avail itſelf of an unfair advantage when the funds were high, and 


Such a conduct would 
be unworthy of the juſtice or the .dignity of the Britiſh Houſe of 


Commons. How much further the operation of this meaſure might 


go, would depend, as it ought, on the wiſdom of Parliament in 


conſidering the ſubject at a future period; and he apprehended they 
would be a great deal guided by the future ſtate of public credit, and 
various other circumſtances. . He was defirous of having it under- 
ſtood, that be was at preſent giving no opinion on theſe topics - he 


was now only contending, that hitherto the beneficial effects of this 


ſyſtem were very great; for it had enabled the public to borrow, 


and would enable it to pay, much—very much cheaper than could 


have been done without it. But the honourable gentleman con- 
tended, that this ſyſtem was favourable to the monied men, and 
allowed to the money-lenders exorbitant profits. Now, how did the 
facts ſtand upon that ſubject? Why, that, conſidering the ſtate of 


the funds, the bargains made for loans for the three laſt years, that 


is, ſince this ſyſtem began to operate, had been more beneficial to 


. the public than at any former period ; and the whole ſyſtem, in that 


reſpect, had a tendency directly contrary to that which had been 
Rated by the honourable gentieman. Here he recited the terms of 


the loans for the laſt three years, not by the way of information to 
dee Houſe, for they had been often before diſcuſſed, but by way of | 
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There was no foundation for any ſuch diſtinQion, 


Joxx 5+]. 


mere illuſtration of what he had ſaid upon that ſubje& generally. 


And here again he muſt take notice of an invidious and an injurious, 
diſtiaction taken by the honourable gentleman — not that he accuſed 
the honourable gentleman of any unfair intention, but he looked at 
the probable effect of theſe things, and on that account he took no- 
tice of them. The diſtinction which he ſaid was invidious and in- 
jurious was, that- which was attempted to be drawn between the. 
intereſt of the monied men and thoſe of the landed proprietor. - 
. In the com- 
munity in which we had the happineſs to live, their intereſts were 
the ſame ; and if to wiſh to raiſe the funds, and poſſibly being in 
ſome degree inſtrumental in efſecting it, was a erime, he was ready to 
plead guilty to the charge. But he owned it was the firſt time he 
ever knew of a Chancellor of the Exchequer being convicted of the 
crime of increaſing the price of the public funds in time of war. 
If this be for the gratification of his friends and for the advantage 
of the public, and it be a crime to have thus acted, he muſt plead 
guilty; at the dame time he begged leave to ſay, that thoſe who pro- 


fited by this were not the money-lenders, but the bulk of the na- 


tion at large. It would, in his opinion, be a violation of common 
ſenſe, to ſay, that any land-owner in the kingdom was ſo ſituated, 
or could be fo ſituated, as not toqiave a direc intereſt in the value 
of the funds; an indirect intereſt every body knew each individual 
to have. But that which excited his aſtcniſhment moſt of all was 
this, after ſecing the beneficial effect which the high price of the funds 
had upon agriculture—upon the profits of the merchants —upan 
the capital of the manufacturer—or upon the more refined conſi- 


deration of reducing the intereſt of money upon mortgages, and 


bringing it down to 4 inſtead of 5 per cent. - when he ſaw the 
ſcheme now acted upon reducing the accumulation of the capital: of 
our debt, the conſtant theme-of the prognoſtic of our ruin, and yet 
heard it ſaid it was for the advantage of the public that the funds 
ſhould not be very high, this, he owned, excited his aſtoniſhment. 
The lower the intereſt of money was, he muſt contend, the better it 
was for all clafſes of perſons in the community. He contended, 

that this was the general effect of the ſyſtem which the honourable 
gentleman propoſed by his motion to ſet aſide. As to the idea that 


a few foreigners who held money in our funds might profit conſi- 
derably by telling out in time of peace—he did not know exactly 
their number, or the amount of their property in our funds—per- 
haps they might be a 20th or 3oth part of the whole; but he-did 
not very well underſtand it to be an objection to the maſs of the 


People of this country profiting largely, that foreigners might poſſibly 
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take fome ſmall advantage under the fame ſyſtem. As to the bill | 
which had been' alluded to, and which was withdrawn, he would 
only fay that it was preſented to him by. perſons of experience. He 
did not prefent it to the Houſe as a meaſure that was not likely to | 
de materially altered. He found it was liable to many objections, 
; and he was not aſhamed to fay that he only performed his duty by 
having it withdrawn, either becauſe it might be improper in its mat- 

ter, or particularly inconvenient in the execution. Upon this the 
honourable gentleman might make what comment he pleaſed. But 

when the honourable gentleman took notice of the inſpectors and 

: furveyors of the affairs of taxes, he was pleaſed to call them ſpies 

and informers. Now, what was there in this? It was no more than 

the duty of every member of that Houſe to do every thing in his 

power to prevent the evaſion of taxes, and theſe infpeQors did no 

.more :— to conſider them as acting merely upon the recommenda- 

Þ tion of an individual was a paltry idea; he hoped that none of 
THY them would do ſo. But when the honourable gentleman ſaid that 
. no honeſt or honourable man would like to live in England under 
ſuch a ſyſtem, that is, if he be made to pay to the amount of the 
a tax by means of ſuch perſons, he muſt beg leave to ſay, that this was 
BP an attempt to affect the feelings of the Houſe by idle declamation : 
it was an endeavour to run down a meaſure by hard words, when in 
reality there was nothing objectionable —ſpies and informers ! In 
the firſt place, what was meant by a ſpy ?—In time of war he was 

a recognized character. But what was the true meaning of a ſpy 
in civil life? He-was a perſon who diſguiſed his real character, in 
order to find out from another ſomething that was to be concealed, 
and which he was to diſcloſe to others. Now the perſon here was 
to be appointed by act of Parliament; in ſuch a ſituation it would 
be curious to contend that he was a perſon who concealed his cha- 
racter. Another ſpecies of the ſpy was a perſon who hung on pri- 
vate ſociety, to catch unguarded words or aQions in the courſe of ll othe 
private ſociety, and then report them, to the prejudice of the perſon 
who confided in him as a friend. This could not be the deſcription 
of a-perſon who had a public deſignation, and was adting in the 
due execution of his duty, which duty conſiſted in calling on ano- 
ther to do what the law of the land commanded him to perform. 
Now, what there was injurious to ſociety in ſuch a character, he 
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[ ; 7 did not ſee. In ſhort, theſe general epithets of odium had the 
1 effect of deterring honeſt men from the performance of their duty; 
5 and not only our finance, but the criminal juſtice of the country, 
42 HY might be impeded if this practice was to obtain to any great ex- 
+9 tent. He knew that every ſubject was bound by the ſpirit'of our 
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> bill ¶ social compact, every man who accepted an office of truſt was 
vould ſolemnly pledged by his oath of allegiance, to diſcloſe whatever he 


He 
ly to 
tions, 


ty by 


knew of the crime of treaſon. Why then ſhould any ſtigma be 
caſt on an officer for doing that which the law commanded every 
good ſubje to do ?—and as to the influence of theſe appointments, 
nere was the ſum of ſix millions to be raiſed by a ſmaller expence 


mat- Wthan a much leſſer ſum was to coſt in the collection in any other 
is the WW department of the revenue. He did not charge the honourable 

But {WH gentleman with any deliberate intention to do miſchief, but he might 
s and produce that effect by theſe declamatory epithets, unleſs they were 
| ſpies WW properly expoſed : in ſhort, it was a mere ſtrain of eloquence of 
> than Wl the honourable gentleman. —This, however, was a minor ground 
in his of conſideration on this ſubject, The great grounds againſt this 
did no ¶ motion were theſe—that until the time of peace at all events it 
1enda- Wl was premature. It will lower the hopes of this country, and alſo 
ne of of the reſt of Europe, engaged with us in a common cauſe ſo neceſ- 
d that ¶ ſary to be kept up at this time moſt particularly; that the meaſure 
under Mit ſeeks to ſet aſide is fo far from being a hardſhip on any claſs, that 
of the all ranks of ſociety are benefited by it; that, inſtead of being parti- 
is was eularly favourable to money-lenders, it is moſt remarkably fo to the 
ation : 


public who borrow ; that it tends to raiſe the value of ſtock, 
hen in ¶ which is beneficial to the public at large. All theſe advantages, 
s! In the motion now before the Houſe tended to ſet afide ; and there- 
he was ll fore, upon all theſe grounds, he ſhould give it his decided negative. 


a ſpy Mr. W. SMITH obſerved, that there was no queſtion as to the- 


ter, in ſuperior advantages to be derived from raiſing a great ſum of mo- 
cealed, ney within the year; he granted the utility of ſuch a ſyſtem, and 
ere was Wl particularly with reſpe& to the making of loans, as had been ſtated 
would by the right honourable gentleman. The ſingle queſtion was as 
is cha- to the repeal of the income tax, and whether the objections to con- 


on pri- tinue it were not ſuch as ſhould lead the Houſe to reſort to ſome 


zurſe of ¶ other mode of raiſing the ſupply within the year? To this queſtion 


: perſon he confidered a great part of the right honourable gentleman's ſpeech 


ription Wl to be irrelevant. He denied that the arguments uſed by himſelf 
in the and his friends againſt the impoſition of this tax had been confuted. 
on ano- It had been juſtly objected to this tax, that it bore unequally on dif- 


erform. ferent perſons, inaſmuch as it raiſed a fimilar ſum on all ſorts of in- 
ger, he come, whether that income were of the value of three or of thirty 


had the Will years purchaſe. Could that be a fair tax, to be equally raiſed from 
r duty; ¶ one perſon of three thouſand a year, and another of only three 
ountry, ¶ hundred a year? Surely perſons ought only to be called upon to con- 


eat ex · ¶ Cibute in equal proportion to their intereſt in the country, and to- 


of our der means of payment He ſtill thought that there might have 
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been means of adjuſting this tax with much greater accuracy in 
regard to the means of thoſe who were called upon to payit. He muſt 
alſo inſiſt on the extreme unpleaſantneſs of the means reſorted to in 
levying this tax, and which he thought might have been avoided. With 
regard to the bill. which the right honourable gentleman had aban- 
Yo $ doned this ſeſſion, he was diſpoſed to give him due praiſe for with- 
3 Þ4 | drawing it, nor would he impute his conduct in this reſpe& to 
© {iſ cowardice or any improper motive; he only blamed him for giving 
+1 his ſanction in any meaſure to a bill ſo deteſtable in its nature. But 
he ſuſpeRed, that though ſome of the means propoſed to be reſorted 
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I to by that bill were now dropt; yet they might be attempted upon ſome 
N future occaſion. Mr. Smith here proceeded to dilate on What he 
3 conſidered as the objeQionable parts of the withdrawn bill, when he 
HY Fl was called to order by Mr. Pitt, who objeQed to this mode of ar- 
E WW, gument as irrelevant to the preſent queſtion, 
1 The SPEAKER ſaid, it did appear to him that there was but a 
TRIP very ſlender connection between the queſtion before the Houſe and 
By the merits of the bill which had been withdrawn : the honourable 
1 gentleman's application of his argument was extremely forced. He 
6. Fx would not, however, ſay that there might not be ſome ſort of con- 
13 1 nection. He had, therefore, been unwilling to interrupt the ho- 
1 nourable gentleman, but would appeal to him whether it would not 
1 be moſt proper to abandon this line of argument. 
1 Mr. W. SMITH proceeded. He ſaid, that if there was but ſlight. 
38 connection betwixt the argument and the queſtion, all the incon- 


venience would be that of a perſon's uſing. a weak argument; dut 
| though for his own part he ſaw a much greater connection than had 
been ſuppoſed, he was willing to wave entering into a detail of 
the proviſions of the bill which had been withdrawn. This, how 
ever, he muſt ſay, that it did appear to have been the opinion of 
thoſe concerned in arranging the ſyſtem of levying this tax according 
to the proviſion of that bill, that means muſt have been reſorted to, 
ro which the people of this country were by no means willing to 
ſubmit. With regard to ſpies and informers, that character he 
conſidered as only referring to perſons who took upon themſelves a 
taſk which they could not fulfil without involving themſelves in the 
odiĩum of making ſuch inquiries as no man of honour could engage 
in: and in this reſpe he ſaw no harſhneſs in the cenſure which 
had been thrown out by his honourable friend. What he confi- 
dered as the two grand objections againſt the income tax had not, in 
his opinion, been ſatisfactorily anſwered ; he meant the equality 
with which it attached on different perſons, and the means by which 
it was to be collected. He did not believe that large ſums 0 
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money had been gained to the State by tllis act, in the mannor: that 


had been ſtated by the right honourable gentleman; and it woud be 


found true reſpeQing the country, as it was to private Hife, that in 
proportion as large ſums of money were raiſed with facility, they 
were expended as caſily. For his part he did not wiſh to ſee fo 
great a facility in raiſing the public money. What had been raiſed 
for the ſervice of the current year had been applied to the payment 
of the intereſt of money borrowed. There was a ſort of deception 
on the publie in this matter, which he viewed as A eG to its real 
interefts; ' l 

Sir ROBERT WILLIAMS ſaid, that he had hitherto ao 
ported Miniſters in the proſecution of the war, and was ready to 
grant them every means of proſecuting it with vigour and effect; 
but as they ſeemed determined to extend the income tax beyond the 
duration of the war, and make it a permanent tax, this was more 
than he thought himſelf warranted in agreeing to. As far as it re- 


garded the war he would ſupport it} but no farther. 


Mr. BUXTON ſaid, that the inequality of which the honour- 


able gentleman (Mr. Smith) complained, was inſeparable from 


every ſyſtem of taxation which it was poſſible for the human 
mind to deviſe. ' In the beginning of the war he had propoſed a tax 
upon property, but that was alſo found liable to great difficulties 


and embarraſſments. He was now a friend to the tax upon in- 


come, becauſe, in his opinion, it came neareſt to a tax upon property; 
neither was it liable to the objections that were urged againſt his 
original idea of a tax upon property, for it affeAed the produce of 
property, not, property itſelf; and it moreover fell on thoſe who 
were beſt able to pay it ; on that account more particularly it ſhould 
continue to have his ſupport. He was one of thoſe who were call- 
ed the landed gentlemen, and he was ready to give up a tenth of his 
income, not for-ten, but for twenty years, nay for ever, if the re- 
mainder of his property were ſecured from the inroad of French 
pikes and French principles. Nor was the tax to be perpetual ; 
but-only to continue till the intereſt on the ſums raiſed for the pro- 
ſecution of the war ſhould be paid off. N „en , 
Colonel ELFORD alfo defended the tax, and oppoſed the preſent 

motion. The tax was an equal one, and he ſaw no objection to it 
which did not equally apply to all aſſeſſed taxes whatever. At any 
rate, he ſaw no reaſon for adopting this motion at preſent. Should 
the tax be found hereafter to be unprofitable or impraQiicable; to be 
pernicious or nugatoty, it would then be time enough and perfectly 


competent to "ny honourable gentleman to move its repeal but i, 
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2s he trufted, i it ſhould be found efficacious, then the conſequence of 
ing it would be truly pernicious. 

Mr. MANNING ſaid, he ſhould object to the motion, unleſs, 
at — the honourable gentleman would propoſe means for ſecur- 
ing the. re-payment' to thoſe perſons who had advanced money to 
Government upon the credit of this tax. He was perſuaded that 
it was to the great fatisfaQtion and confolation of the Houſe, that the 
Miniſter had ſtated the refources of the country, and the terms on 
Which loans had been raiſed for the laſt three years, compared with 
the terms on which they had been raiſed by the old ſyſtem, He, 
for one, felt unwilling to abandon this new ſyſtem, without ſome 
gentlemen ſhewing how the ſix millions could be levied; ſo well by 
any other mode; beſides which there was every reaſon to expect 
that the amount of this tax would continue to inereaſe. Mr. Man- 

ning adverted to the injurious inſinuations which had been ſpread, 
to the diſadvantage of commercial men, who had appeared before 
the commercial commiſſioners. He obſerved, that in London alone, 
the ſum of 866, oool. had been paid from this quarter, which 
bore a large proportion to the whole ſum paid by the commercial 
intereſt throughout the kingdom at large, amounting to 1,17 5,0 ool.; 
and yet, by the new regulations, he thought more than this, might be 
raiſed ; the prejudices of many perſons would be removed; added 
to which, there would be various ſums from perſons in the country 
towns engaged in commerce, where at, preſent. no commercial com- 
miſſioners had been appointed. He hoped, therefore, that gentle- 
men would at leaſt ſuſpend their judgment as to the efficacy of this 
meaſurc, till the reſult of the new regulations was known. | 
Mr. TIERNEY in reply ſaid, he was willing in part to ſuſ. 
pend his judgment as to the amount of the income tax to be de- 
rived from the commercial intereſt; but he knew not how this was 
to be clearly aſcertained ; the new ſtrong bill which had been lately 
introduced, evidently ſhewed how difficult it was to aſcertain that 
income. Gentlemen had no right to call upon him to propoſe taxes 
in the room of this upon income, which he wiſhed to ſee abandoned. 
Ne would, however, ſuggeſt the expediency of rendering perpetual 
the tax upon the exports and imports, which would raiſe the ſum 
of r, 200, oool.; the intereſt on the 56, 400, oool. three per 
cent. ſtock, would produce 2 „20, oool.; and as the tax upon ex- 
Ports and imports would affect the commercial intereſt, ſo if a pro- 
portion of the aſſeſſed taxes, to the amount of one-third, was laid 


on the landed intereſt, theſe ſums would make up the amount of 


Mr. Tierney denied that 
he had t in contemplation indircctiy to move for peace under cover 


the ſum now raiſed by the income tax. 
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of attacking the income tax ; but he wiſhed, gentlemen to vote 
and to bear their burdens with their eyes open reſpeQing their na- 
ture and confequences. He granted, that it was the beſt ſyſtem to 
raiſe a large ſum of money within the year ; but neither the convoy 
tax nor the voluntary contributions ought to be included by the righ 
honourable gentleman when ſtating the amount of the tax upon in- 
come. He had ſtated that this tax did not anſwer the end propoſed; 
the advantages of raiſing ſhort of three millions were not ade- 
quate to the diſadvantages of mortgaging the future tax upon in- 
come till the amount of 143,000,000). and a half were paid off. 
He denied that the redemption of the land tax could have oper- 
ated ſo as to render this income tax produdive; the riſe of the funds 
was alſo to be attributed to other cauſcs than the operation of this 
tax. He conſidered this tax as operating ſeverely to increaſe the 
price of the articles of conſumption even more than a direct tax 
upon thoſe articles, and that this fell heavieſt on thoſe perſons out 
of trade who had 'no means of reimburſing themſelves. His ob- 
je& was, not to deſtroy the tax upon income as furniſhing a means 
for the proſecution of the war, but to prevent what it would pro- 
duce on the return of peace. Nor, even if the riſing of the funds 
was owing to the operation of this tax, was this to be conſidered a 
ſymptom of increaſing national proſperity, whilſt the country was 
compelled to continue this import by arbitrary and artificial means, 
by means which raiſe the public credit in a way oppreſſive to indivi- 
duals. After explaining and vindicating what he had ſaid reſpect- 
ing ſpies and informers, he declared that his only wiſh was to get 
rid of the operation of this tax when peace came, but in no wiſe to 
embarraſs Government in the proſecution of the war. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT denied that he had expreſſed a wiſh to 


render this tax perpetual, and a ſubſtitute for others; he had only 
ſuggeſted whether a very ſmall proportion of this tax might not at 
ſome future time be ſubſtituted in lieu of ſome of thoſe ſmall and 
perſonal taxes which might be conſidered as vexatious. The riſe 
of the funds was 2 collateral benefit to country 3 as well 
as to thoſe more immediately connected with them; and he alſo 
conſidered this mode of taxation to be the moſt economical, from the 
few additional tax - gatherers that would be requiſite. He denied 
that this tax had ſuch a general tendency to raiſe the articles of 
conſumption as direct taxes would have, 


Mr. Tierney and Mr. Pirr after this feverally explained, 


when the queſtion being loudly called for, the Houſe divided, 


Againſt the quelſion, I 143 ; forit, 24 ; - majority 88 0. 7 


tion 96, | 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


LIST OF THE MINORITY. 
Bearing, Sir F. Milner, Sir W. 
Brogden, J. Pulteney, Sir W. 
Copley, Sir L. Plumer, W. 


Cooke, B. . Robſon, M. B. | 
Denniſon, W. I. St. John, St. A. 
Howard, H. Shakeſpeare, A. 
Huſſey, W. Tuf top, Hon. H. 
Hobhouſe, B. Taylor, M. A. 
ekyll, J. Weſtern, C. C. 
fer J. Tyrrwhitt Walpole, Hon. G. 
night, J. Payne Winnington, Sir Ed. 
Lambton, R. J. Williams, Sir Robert. 
| TELLERS. 
Tierney, G, Smith, W. 


| 


a. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 


Friday, June 6. 


Lord CARLISLE. „I rife to trouble your Lordſhips with 
ſome obſcrvations upon a ſubject, which I deem myſelf bound to 
advert to, as it relates to myſelf, and to my conduct in this Houſe, 
But I am more peculiarly called upon to addreſs you, as the matter 
of which I have to complain ſtrikes, in my apprehenſion, the ſe- 
vereſt blow at the dignity of your Lordſhips' proceedings, and the 
freedom of debate. On this conſideration alone, I truſt 1 ſhall 
have but little apology to make your Lordſhips for engaging your 
attention. I conſider it, my Lords, as a fundamental principle of 
the proceedings of this Houſe, that the freedom of ſpecch ought not 
to be violated. It is declared by the firſt act of William the Third, 
that the freedom of ſpeech for the purpoſe of debate ought not to be 
impeached or queſtioned in any court of juſtice, or place out of 


* — 


Parliament. If I were to reſt my argument here, my Lords, I 


truſt it would be ſufficient ; but i a9 


Lord GRENVILLE. If the obſervations of the noble Lord 


relate to any matter touching the privileges of the Houſe, I would 


fubmit that it has been the prevailing cuſtom, upon ſuch occaſions, 
to order all ſtrangers to withdraw.” 


h Accordingly all ſtrangers were ordered to withdraw“. 


1 / 
b 


: It has ſince appeared, that his Lordſhip proceeded to remark upon 
printed report, in Ihe Times newſpaper, of a charge delivered by Lord 
Kenyon. to a Jury in the Court of Kipg's Bench on the preceding Sa- 
turday, in the caſe of Taylor ver Birdwood, tor adultery ';/ in which 
ſome alluſions were made to the debates which had taken place in the 
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On the ſecond reading of the bill to prevent the Nets of poſt- 
humous avarice, by / prohibiting the future accumulation of wealth 
uſeleſsly, in a manner ſimilar to that . in the will of the late 
Mr. Thelluſſon, 

The LORD CHANCELLOR aid, that ſince he had intro- 

duced. the bill, he had taken pains to collect the opinions of all 
ranks of + clonal men of known abilities upon the ſubject, all 
of whom had concurred with him in ſentiment, excepting only two 

gentlemen, both of them very eminent Conveyancers. Thoſe gen- 

tlemen, however, had ſtated to him the 'grounds of their objections, 

which were founded on a principle of political economy, but by no 

means to his mind ſatisfactory. On the contrary, when he came 
to examine them, his judgment, and that of others o whom he 
had made them known, were deciſively againſt them. His Lord- 
ſhip ſtated the grounds of the objections; the gentlemen holding, 

that the accumulation of a large fortune by veſting it in the funds, 

or putting it out to intereſt in any other manner, and letting it re- 
main for a great number of years, till it had ſwelled to an enormous 
ſum, would ultimately be more advantageous to . the public, than 
dividing it at an earlier period, and letting it get into circulation. 
His Lordſhip declared, he held the converſe of this propolition to 
be the truth; and that a fortune in circulation, everi if ſpent in lux- 
uries, waſte, and diſſipation, did more good to the public, and af- 
forded more emulation to induſtry, and better encouragement to 
arts and manufactures, than any uſeleſs accumulation of money 
could do. With regard, however, to any greater or leſs objections 
of thoſe gentlemen whoſe opinions he had conſulted, his Lordſhip 
ſaid he had committed them to writing, and compared them with 
the bill; and he found, that, by omitting ſome of the technical ex- 
preſſions in it, putting in more common words, and ſhortening the 
bill, ſo as to reduce the whole to a fingle, plain, and limple propoſi- 
tion, every objection would be met. With that - view, therefore, 
and as the Committee was the fitteſt place to make the alterations 


in, he moved that the bill be committed for Monday next. 
Ordered. 


| * 


Houſe of Look on 3 New 1 Bill, and n to bo appel- 
lation of Legal Monks, which ſeemed to dave Lcen applied to thoſe who 
preſide in our Courts of Judicature. Some converſation enſued, which 


ended with a notice from Lord Carliſle, that he ſhould on IT veſday make 
2 motion upon the ſubject, | 
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[Commons, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, June 6. 


Mr. Sceretary DUNDAS roſe and obſerved, that the great local | 


change which had taken place in our poſſeſſions in India by the 
acquiſitions lately made, rendered it neceſſary to make correſpondent 
alterations in the government and judicature. In the earlier times 
of our oonnection with the peninſula of ] ndoſtan, Bombay became 
the ſeat of government, after the ſecurity of Coromandel by an 
eſtabliſhment in Bengal and Benares ; but, now that the acceſſions 
by our conqueſts in the Myſore afforded an uninterrupted commu- 


\ nication with the coaſt of Malabar, different regulations were re- 


quilite. On referring to the map of India, it- would be ſeen, that 
Bombay, which had never been ſelected by choice, and only becauſe 
we had no other place, was not now the proper centrical poſition. 
What he meant to propoſe was, that Malabar and Coromandel 
ſhould have one ſettlement and one government under the Preſi- 
dency of Madras ; its authority to extend farther towards the river 
Indus; and by way of precaution, in caſe we ſhould at any time be 
diſturbed by the Mahratta, or Geſſond Shah, it would be alſo ex- 
pedient to extend the judicial power hitherto adminiſtered at Ma- 
dras and Bombay. The power there exerciſed by the Mayor and 
Aldermen, was by no means the beſt mode of juriſdiction; beſides, 


che Aldermen had of late demanded ſalaries more than adequate to 


the duties they had to perform. Upon the whole, the recent im- 
provements made in the judicature of Calcutta, made it neceſſary 
that courts of the ſame deſcription ſhould be eſtabliſhed at Madras, 
There were, he faid, other details of inferior conſideration—one, 
that ſome capital puniſhments now prevailing there, ſhould be com- 
muted for tranſportation, which he thought might be done without 
injury to virtue or morality. Another related to articles of palice, 
and empowering the ſupreme Government of India to inſtitute new 
offices, with pecuniary emoluments. Without troubling the Houſe 


any farther, he moved for leave to bring in a bill © for eſtabliſhing 


farthet regulations for the better government of the Britiſh territories 


in India, and the better adminiftration of Juſtice in thoſe . 4 
* was agreed to. 


Monday, Fune 6. ; 
Nothing material occurred in either Houſe. 
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' HOUSE OF LORDS. | 
Tueſday, Fune 10. r 


were ordered to withdraw; and fo ſtrictly was this order enforced, 
that ſoon after their Lordſhips had proceeded to buſineſs, the very 
lobbies were directed to be cleared *. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tueſday, June 10. 


Mr. ROBSON moved, That there be laid before the Houſe 
an account of ſuch ſums of money as have been laid out by order 
of - Government in aid of ſoup eſtabliſhments within the metropolis 
ſince the year 1799.” W 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, he knew not what ground there 
was for calling for ſuch an account as this. The truth was, that 
ſome money had been advanced from the civil liſt (from that part 
which is allotted to ſecret ſervice) to avoid ſome inconveniences and 
preſſure on the lower clafſes of the community, until ſome new 
mode might be adopted for their relief ; and if any ſuch mode 
ſhould be adopted, thoſe advances would of courſe be repaid. He 
owned that he was not aware of any particular reaſon for ſuch a 
motion as this; nor did he ſee to what good it tended at this mo- 
ment. | is | 

Mr. ROBSON aid, it was deſirable to know what public mo- 
ney was advanced for any purpofe. He was apprehenſive that a 
rate, according to the rent, whether rack-rent or not, of every indi- 
vidual in the metropolis, would take place to rene theſe inftitu- 
tions of ſoup gifts. A great part of the town was very much 
alarmed at this meaſure. He knew not why a petition, ſuch as that 
which referred to this inſtitution, ſhould be kept ſo long before the 
Houſe. He wanted to know how much public money had been 


ü» 


* It has been ſaid, that Lord Carliſle made his promiſed motion on the 
ſubje& to which he alluded in his ſpeech on Friday laſt ; but that, after 
ſome debate, it was got rid of by the previous queſtion of adjournment 
being moved and carried. More than this we do not preſume to ſay.; 
as a noble Lord high in office intimated on this occaſion, that ſhould any 
publication be made of the proceedings, he would move a very exemplary 


they ſhould be inſerted, 


As ſoon 'as the Lord Chancellor came to the Houſe, ſtrangers 


puniſhment againſt the Printer, Editor, or Proprietor of the work wherein 
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motion as this ſhould be made at this time, before any meaſure was 


to bim to be. this whetber, an account of publia money advanced 


| Vas intended; ; cn which, of . N 4 Houſe would judge for 
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advanced upon this ſubj ect was an per queſtion, the 
\Houſfe by its vote r 10 , fk 
Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, there was no queſtion now before 
the Houſe relative to the continuance of theſe benevolent inſti- 
tutions—hut he ſtill muſt obſerve, that no reaſou had been laid 
before them for this motion. The honourable geutloman had miſ- 
coneeived the ſubject of inquiry into the rate paid hy individuals 
the Houſe had made no order yet to affect the property of any in- 
dividual, and that was diſtinctly ſtated on a former occaſion, The 
object — the order he referred to, was to aſcertain that which may 
facilitate a general ꝓrĩuꝭipᷣle of rate. Tbis was a thing that could 
be aſcertained very eaſily, and it was a proceeding which pledged the 
Houſe to no particular meaſure. As to the queſtion of rate, if any 
rate vas to be impoſod in addition to the preſent poor's rates, that 
muſt be compulſory, becauſe it was the nature of every rate to be ſo. 
Now what this had, in its preſent ſtate, to do with the queſtion which 
may come hereafter as to the beſt mode of affording relief to the 
diſtreſſed and induſtrious poor of the city of London, he was at a 
loſs to gueſs — Whether the relief ſhould be adopted by way of 
chrowing it into a general maſs and then relieving individuals out of 
it, or that each pariſh ſhould provide for its own. diſtreſſed inhabi- 
tants, | he would not ſay; there were inſtanees in which both ways had 
been adopted in different parts of the kingdom ; but that ſuch a 


propoſed, was to his mind a novel meaſure—it was at leaſt 
premature. 


Mr. JONES bid, the ln now — * the Houſe appeared 


by. Government in aid of ſaup eſtabliſhments thould or ſhould, not 
be laid, before the Houſe of Commons? He had taken notice of 
this ſubject three months ago. There was gone forth a conſiderable 
alarm on this matter; the real truth appeared to be, that our bene. 
valence upon the aid of the poor was now turned into taxation; and 
if gay meaſure of this kind was brought forward, be only oppoſe 
it in every ſtage. 

Mr. ROSE aid, the alarm of the honourable . * — was 
ill. founded; it was to be, as he had always underſtood it, upon the 
ſudject of proportionate expenee; it was a proportion applicable to 
tach pariſn, and not to each individual; but at preſent there was 
nothing ſpecifie before the Houſe, he was ſpeaking only of what 


9 gi” . 4 
g a 1 5 


tos. 
n, the 


before 
inſti- 
1 laid 
d miſ- 
als — 
ny in- 

The 
t could 
red the 


if any | 


es, that 
> be ſo. 
i which 
f to the 
as at a 
way of 
s out of 
inhabi- 
rays had 
ſuch 2 
ſure was 
at lcaſt 


appeared 
eee 
ould not 
notice of 
\figderable 
ur benc · 
on; and 


1d gppole 


-man was 
upon the 
alicable to 
there was 
of what 


judge tor 


A . 
« F237 * 1 
15! 
* 


Joux 10.] DEBATES. 8t 


Sir W. PULTENEY obſerved, that the changing the whole 


plan of benevolence into a tax, was a thing of ſufficient magnitude 


and novelty to alarm any body, and therefore he was very much 
inſt it. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, he underſtood that aid had been given 
by Government to ſoup eſtabliſhments in the metropolis. — That 
was a diſtribution of public money—this was a motion for an 
account of the diſtribution of ſuch public money, and a thing which 
he thought every Member of Parliament had a right to aſk for. 


Lord HAWKESBURY ſaid, that to know what public money 


had been laid out, as well as what was to be impoſed, and how im- 
poſed, was a right to which the Houſe of Commons was moſt un- 
doubtedly entitled—it was a right which was unqueſtionable when- 
ever the Houſe ſhould think proper to enforce it : but it was a 
right over which the Houſe would exerciſe its diſcretion, as well as 
it would on any motion that came before it ; and it was not of 
courſe that the Houſe would exerciſe that right merely becauſe any 
individual in it would make a motion to that effect. He knew, 
that from a deſire of accommodation, it had of late been very much 
the practice to aſſent to motions of this kind, and that from it was 
likely to ariſe a ſpirit (whether the thing called for be relevant or 
irrelevant to a meaſure about to be diſeuſſed) of charging thoſe who 
ſhould oppoſe the produQion of it with improperly withholding in- 
formation from the public. Now, upon that ſubject, he was deſirous 
of ſaying this, and he was glad of the opportunity fiow offered to 
him for ſaying it, that no information was improperly withheld 
from the public, unleſs the Houſe of Commons thought it was infor- 
mation which the public ought not to have; for the Houſe of Com- 


mons was to judge of this, as well as of every other queſtion which 


was ſubmitted for its conſideration. Government had a right to ap- 


ply this money, in the firſt inſtance, according to the ordinary prac- 


tice of the Conſtitution, and it was afterwards to be ſubmitted to 
Parliament to judge what meaſure was fit to be adopted ; but the 
queſtion now before the Houſe was this—Whether there was 
ground laid to make it neceſſary that this information ſhould be 
given at this moment, under all the circumſtances ? 

Mr. ROBSON explained, and ſaid, he moved this at the unani- 
mous deſire of a great many thouſand perſons. 

Mr. HARRISON faid, he always underſtood that any document 
was to be produced when moved for, unleſs the production of it 
was attended with public danger or inconvenience.——He conſidered 
the obſervations of the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt as very extra 
ordinary. | 
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Lord HAWKESBURY ſaid, he wiſhed to be clearly underſtood 

upon this ſubject. The whole tenor of what he ſaid was this, that 
the right of the Houſe to call for any document that referred to the 
diftribution of the public money, whenever the Houſe thought pro- 
per to exerciſe that right, was unqueſtionable ; but the right of the 
Houſe, and the propriety of the motions of an individual calling for 
an exerciſe of that right, were diſtin points ; and he would take 
the liberty of adding, that the Houſe would do wiſely to pauſe 
and confider the grounds of motions like this before they aſſented 
to them. 

Mr. JEKYLL thought there was but little novelty in the con- 
ſtitutional doArine laid dewn by the noble Lord who had juſt 
ſpoken. — What was the ground for this motion? A very plain one; 
it was calling for an account of a diſtribution of public money 
which had taken place in a very novel and extraordinary manner, 
arid that preparatory to a ſyſtem of taxation which was to ſucceed to 
a benevolence, and this to affect a vaſt multitude of perſons, many 
thouſands of whom had already defired the inquiry to be made ; 
this was foundation enough for the motion : but if the noble Lord 
wanted any further ground, he would tell him, as a lawyer, that no 
new ſyſtem could be added to that of raifing poor rates at the veſtry 
of every pariſh, without doing away the whole force of the. ſtatute 
of the 43d of Elizabeth, which was the great pillar of all the your 
! in this country. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that there was at this moment no 


queſtion before the Houſe upon the poor rates, and that it would 
be time enough to diſcuſs them when the ſubject came before the 


Houſe. - 
Mr. JEKYLL repeated the ground on which he thought this 


information ought to be given, and ſaid, he ſhould take the ſenſe of 
the Houſe on the queſtion. 


The ATTORNEY GENERAL expreſſed his ſurprize that 
this motion was perſiſted in, when there was before the Houſe no 
ing whatever to which It referred. 

Mr. MARTIN ſaid, he underſtood the honourable member to 
have ſtated, that he was defired by many thouſand perſons on whom 
the ſyſtem now about to be propoſed was to operate, to make this 
motion ; and that appeared to him to be a very ſolid reaſon for it. 
Sir W. GEARY thought that any Member had a right to aſk 
65 an account of the diſtribution of public money, and it was 
much a matter of courſe to grant it ; and when it was laid upor 
the rb, i was competent to any member to more any thing upon 
He did not underſtand it to be at all the OTE” 


- 
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* Adminiſtration to oppoſe motions for the production of documents, 
3 or to counteract the wiſhes of any Member for information of this 
nature. As a public document, he thought this ought to be laid on 
| the table; and if there was a diviſion, he ſhould vote for the 


7 motion. 

r Sir W. MILNER ſupported the motion. 

e The Houſe then divided on the motion. Ayes, 50; Noes, 108. 
„ A meſſage from the Lords ſtated, that they agreed to the Wet 
d Dock dill. 


The MASTER OF THE ROLLS moved the order of the 


- day for the Houſe going into a Committee on an engroſſed bill 
ſt from the Lords, for puniſhing and preventing the crime of adultery. 

E Sir GILBERT HEATHCOTE roſe to oppoſe the Speaker's 
y leaving the chair. He did not think the country fo little actuated 
„, by a genuine ſenſe of duty as many honourable gentlemen appeared 


on former occaſions to infinuate. The people were not ſo vicious, 
the ſtate of public morals was not fo depraved, as to require a bill 
ſo ſevere and exceptionable as that which it was now propoſed to 
ſend to a Committee. With no reaſon to alter his opinion, be 
would declare himſelf as hoſtile to the meaſure that evening, as ever 
he had been in any ſtage of it. Why ſeek to arm Judges with new 
and extraordinary powers ? By the law, as it ſtands, they have it in 
their power to puniſh with impriſonment any one who cannot pay 
the fine in damages inflicted in the Courts of Law. Before, there- 
fore, the Houſe agreed to ſuch a bill, it was fitting to conſider all 
its proviſions with a grave and full attention. It was neceſſary 
that the proviſions ſhould be ſuch as all would allow to be neceſſary; 
but eſpecially it ſhould be ſhewn that the bill, if adopted, would 
produce the good effect, the attainment of which was avowedly the 
object of it. The puniſhment propoſed was ſevere and unexampled. 
The offence which gentlemen ſought to puniſh was almoft as old 
as ſociety itſelf. There was one remark which he would preſs on 
the Houſe, and it aroſe | from ſome clofe and accurate obſervation _ 
of the progreſs of manners in the furrounding countries of Europe. 
In France formerly, and fince her rewglution, there did prevail an | 
apparent laxity of morals. The women were leſs under the domi- 
nion of a ſevere moral police, and, if amorous, were not made te 
ſubject of actions in the Courts of Law, yet they did form very uni- 
verſally the topics of converſation, But whatever was the ſtate of 
public morals in the other nations of Europe or in France, the 
laws to correct adultery were leſs ſevere than among ourſelves.— 
Adultery was undoubtedly a crime. It was inconſiſtent with the 
. ſecurity of ſociety, and ought to be correQed and reſtrained in every 
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way that ſound policy would dictate. But he was afraid that fre- 
quent and ſevere puniſhments did not tend to prevent the com- 
miſſion of crimes. He thought the Houſe would act wiſcly in ob- 
ſerving great caution with reſpe& to laws which would add to the 
criminal code of the country. There did not appear to him to 
exiſt any. very great reaſon for complaining of the morality of the 
people. With reſpect to the progreſs of divorces, he ſaw nothing 
even in the increaſe of them that juſtified the Houſe in ſuppoſing 
that the number of divorce bills paſſed of late afforded any true 
criterion of the number of caſes of adultery, or of the aQual ſtate 
of morals. In latter times, under the influence of altered habits of 
thinking, with indeed a total change of manners, we ſaw the huſ- 
band ſue for a divorce ; but might not this be as certainly occa- 
fioned by a refinement in morals as by the alleged greater turpitude 
of our days. The elauſe in the bill diſqualifying the woman from 
. marrying her ſeducer appeared to him to be peculiarly ſevere and 
impolitic. An unhappy female who, yielding to the weakneſs of 
© her nature, permitted herſelf to be allured by the arts and flattering 
encomiums of a practiſed ſeducer, or by the rapturous and fervent 
importunities of a deluded lover, was by the bill to be baniſhed ſo- 
ciety, to be driven from the protection of her friends, to be deſpiſed 
by all who knew her, to be doomed to a life of forrow and of ſo- 
litude, becauſe unfortunately ſhe ſuffered herſelf to be ſeduced from 
her duty. It did not become him to confider adultery with any 
other impreſſion than that it is a crime. But while he did allow 
© that ſcarce any act of man could be more criminal, he felt it to be 
not leſs his duty to deprecate all ſeverity in the mode or meaſure of 
puniſhment. The Houſe would do well to recollect, that by in- 
flicting too ſevere a puniſhment, women are likely to become objects 
of pity, who ſhould be objects of indignation. In other reſpeQs 
the bill was highly objectionable. It violated the principle of the 
trial by jury, and trenched very much on the principle of free and 
independent legiſlation. The clauſe making adultery a miſde- 
meanour, would not anſwer the expectations of thoſe who framed 
it. What induced a man to marry the woman he had ſeduced ? 
Why, a ſenſe of the injury done by him to ſociety. ' But if once 
the law enacted ſo ſevere and mortifying a puniſhment as impriſon- 
ment, was it to be ſuppoſed that men who would be ſent into the 
world like felons, men depraved perhaps by the company they min- 
gled with in a gaol— was it to be ſuppoſed that ſuch men would, 
after ſuffering ſo much, feel at all diſpoſed to conſider with tender- 
neſs the ſituation of the female? The bill tended, in his opinion, 


We to increaſe the rigour of the penal laws, and to this 
- 
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he was a decided enemy. Experience had ſhewn, that exceſſive 
rigour did not conduce to the prevention of offences., In proof of 
this aſſertion, he adverted to the frequency of capital puniſhments 


for certain crimes, which ſeemed to multiply in the ſame proportion 
as they were ſeverely puniſhed. This, it was to be feared, might 
prove the caſe with reſpect to the offence to which the preſent bill 


immediately applied. Inſtead of promoting the purpoſes of mora- 
lity, it threatened to have a contrary effect, and, by puniſhing too 
ſeverely, might render a return to the path of rectitude imprac- 
ticable. 

Mr. ERSKINE ſaid, he was led to conſider the queſtion i in 
reference to the preſent ate of the law and morals of the country, 

and, viewing the bill in this two-fold light, he ſhould vote for its 
going into a Committee. He underſtood that it had been faid 
upon a former debate, that the crime of adultery had not increaſed 
of late; but ſuppoſing the fact to be as ſtated, this was no reaſon 
why the bill ſnould not be ſuffered to go into a Committee. The 


- ſuppoſed increaſe of this crime was not aſſerted in the preamble of 


the bill; nor was it neceſſary to enter into any inveſtigation or proof 


of this, nor to go into a compariſon between former and preſent 


times, for he had no heſitation in expreſſing that belief which he 
entertained with pleaſure, that there was as much virtue in the 
maſs of the people of England now, as at any former period. The 
preamble of the bill merely tated, that * it was expedient to make 


further proviſion for checking the crime of adultery ;” and there 


was no one who would deny that this crime did exiſt to a great de- 


. gree. It was, therefore, proper and becoming, that an attempt 


ſhould at leaſt be made to prevent vice and evil. As the law now 
ſtood, the crime. of adultery differed from others, inaſmuch as 
there was no direct puniſhment annexed to the commiſſion of it. 
Preſident Monteſquieu had properly obſerved, that the code of cri- 
minal law in a country ought to be uniform, impartial, and univer- 
ſal. It was certainly to be wiſhed that nothing anomalous might 
be found in the ſyſtem. of the law. He would aſk whether an 
enlightened foreigner, upon making i inquiry, would not naturally 


expect to find the crime of adultery in the criminal code of Engliſh 


laws ? The beſt way for gentlemen of his profeſſion; as well as 


others in the Houſe, to conſider this ſubject, was, by attending to the 
nature of a public wrong and a miſdemeanour. Every public 


wrong comprehended in its nature a civil injury, and upon this 


ground it was that the crimes of murder, robbery, conſpiracy, aſ- 
- fault, and battery, were indictable offences. What was it, he would 
: Aſk, that liſted pp a civil ĩnjury into a public wrong ?. It was when 
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private rights were violated, or when civil injuries frequently 
occurred, and thus conſequences were produced pernicious and dan- 
gerous to ſociety. Wherever the repetition of ſuch civil injury 
was attended with great evils and dangers, it was univerſally (ex- 
cept in the caſe of adultery) lifted up by the theory of the common 
law, or by poſitive ſtatutes, into a public crime. Upon the firſt in- 
troduction of this bill into the Houſe, he had been led to conſider 
whether it was proper to regard adultery as a miſdemeanour, and 
to puniſh it as ſuch. It behoved the oppoſers of the bill to ſhew 
that a greater evil would be produced by making it a 'miſdemeanour, 
than by leaving it as the law now ſtood upon the fubject. He 
hoped that it never would be faid, that a crime, ſuch as adultery 
was, forbidden by the promulgated law of God, was not an addi- 
tional reaſon why it ought not to ſtand as ſuch in the criminal law of 
a Chriſtian country. In making the inquiry whether adultery was 
a civil wrong, he would place out of view conſiderations derived 
from the ſanctity of marriage, the protection of children, &c. and 
he would aſk, whether it were not a great act of injuſtice, and whe- 
ther any thing can be more provoking to a man, conſidering his 
wife merely as his poſſeſſion, and ſtill more as the object of his love 
and affection, than another man's ſeducing the affections of ſuch a 
woman ? But when the man claimed his wife, not merely as his 
poſſeſſion, but as his in conſequence of the ſolemnization of the mar- 
rage contract, was not that an additional reaſon for lifting up adul- 
tery into a civil and public crime ? Such it was in its very nature ; 
it operated to the prejudice of marriage, and to the population of 2 
country; it broke up the happineſs of families—for when a wife 
was guilty of this crime, the hedge of proteQion (of daughters eſpe- 
cially) was broken down, and it was only when families were 
united that the © public ſociery could expect to proſper. Adultery 
had once been an indictable offence ; but, perhaps, by the ſub- 
ſtitution of pecuniary puniſhments, the criminality of it had been 
overlooked. It was no good argument, that becauſe in the time of 
the Commonwealth, when the nation ran into too great a rigidity 
of opinion in matters of religion, adultery was made puniſhable by 
death, and therefore no puniſhment ſhould now be annexed to the 
commiſſion of it; it was no reaſon, becanſe the nation had at a 
former period run into extremes one way, that it ſhould go on in 
an extreme the other way. It was clear, upon every view that he 
was led to take of the ſubject, that the crime of adultery ought to 
be found in the criminal code of the country. There was nothing 
in the nature of this crime but what ought to be viſited with à cri- 


| minal puniſhment. With regard to the trial by jury, he did not 
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then wiſh to ſpeak of it as a lawyer, nor to make a panegyric upon 
this mode of trial, any further than as a ramification intimately 
connected with the other branches of the Conſtitution. He could 
by no means admit, that by this bill the judges would be entruſted 


| with any improper power ; or that thus putting the adulterer upon 
| his trial before a jury, would give juſt grounds to dread too ſevere 


a puniſhment. 

Mr. Erſkine ſaid, that it had ſeldom fallen to the lot of any per- 
ſon to have much more experience than he had in the courts below, 
in civil proſecutions in caſes of adultery ; and from this experience 
he could not but confider it wrong that they ſhould be regarded, 
not as crimes, but merely as ſubjects of civil proſecutions. He had 
frequently been Counſel on ſuch occaſions, and had found it diffi- 
cult to treat the ſubject a-right, when he reflected that he was 
merely claiming a ſatisfaction by pecuniary damages. In fad, the 


tained by ſuch damages, did not deſerve damages at all. The in- 
Jury itſelf was unlike any other ; if he ſuffered falſe impriſonment, 
he could take the compenſation which the law gave him, without 
being diſgraced, even if he had been put in irons ; nay, he might 
feel a ſatisfaction that the juſtice of his country had relieved him, 
that his fortune likewiſe had been bettered, and that at the expence 
of the perſon who had injured him: but the man who could feel ſa- 
tisfaction from receiving damages from another who had poſſeſſed 
himſelf of her whom the former had loved, or ſhould have loved, 
as his wife, a man of this deſcription he muſt conſider as a truly 
contemptible character. He perccived that the bill propoſed that 
it ſhould not be competent to any man to bring this charge before 


ſufficient for him, ſtanding as he then did, in his place, to ſay that 
he gave his general aſſent to the bill, as it made the crime in queſtion 
a miſdemeanour. In the trials which would take place according to 
it, it would be for the. judge to determine in what caſes the action 
was maintainable, and every evidence would have its proper weight. 


diſadvantages ; it was difficult for him to get proof by the croſs. exa- 
mination of witneſſes, ſo as to obtain a mitigation of damages. Every 
lawyer muſt know, that it was à very rare thing for the defendant 
in this way to obtain relief ; whereas, in a criminal trial, the de- 
fendant would enjoy all the ſame means of defending himſelf as 
were granted in other criminal actions, and therefore he would have 


/ 


man who expected to receive ſatisfaction for the injury he had ſuſ- 
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the Grand Jury, but the huſband, who felt himſelf the injured 
perſon.— This was certainly an anomaly ; but, however, it was 


As the law now ſtood, the defendant came into court under great 
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the law more in his favour. As to the diſcretionary puniſhnient 
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propoſed to be allowed to the judges to infliQ, if that be objected to 
in this inſtance, then the whole criminal code of the country muſt 
be new. caſt; but ſurely it would be a ſtrange time and way for doing 
this by oppoſing the Speaker's leaving the chair on the bill now 
before the Houſe. The bill appeared to him to be wiſely framed. 
If he conſidered it as injurious to the woman, or that ſhe was not 
properly proteQed by it, he would be the laſt man to ſupport it. If 
the bill paſſed into a law, the object would be to diſſolve the mar- 
riage of the man and woman, becauſe of the adultery of either party, 
and prevent them from contraQing marriage, unleſs with particular 
exceptions. — Diſcuſſing this meaſure on the principle of univerſal 
law, he would ſay, that no contract, the moſt ſanctimonious, ſhould 
be entered into, founded on the very breach of the ſame contract, 
nor that the woman ſhould go to the altar with the man who had 
ſeduced her, and this as a matter of courſe. Mr. Erſkine faid, that 
his experience in the- courts had told him that the fault was very 
rarely indeed in the woman. The ſalutary operation of this bill 
would be to caution the woman againſt ultimate ruin and diſgrace, 
by putting her upon her guard; and by the infliction of a greater 
puniſhment upon the guilty, the tendency would be to check the 
crime. We ſhould not then ſce men daringly committing this 
crime, and afterwards going undaynted into court. The puniſh- 
ment upon conviction in a criminal court, which in ſome inſtances 
of aggravation would be ſevere, would bencficially affect the morals 
and manners of the people. Upon the whole, as he thought much 
good might be expected from the operation of this bill, it ſhould 
have his ſupport. 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR faid, he ſhould vote againſt the Speaker's 
leaving the chair, objecting as he did to the principles of the bill: 
it went to change the eſtabliſhed rules of proceeding in this country, 
without any ſatisfactory proof of the expediency or neceſſity of ſuch 
a meaſure. The honourable and learned Gentleman had aſked, 


where would a ſtranger expect to find the crime of adultery in the 
code of the country? He would aſk in his turn, where would ſuch _ 


an one find the crime of ſeduction? On the ſame principle, if the 
former crime was made a miſdemeanour, ſo ought the other. But 
it was fingular, that whilſt gentlemen were ſo tenacious to puniſh 
the adulterer, no puniſhment was propofed for the crime of ſeduc- 
tion, for the man who might come into his houſe and ſeduce his 
daughter, unleſs the feigned action of ſervitium amiſi could be fo 
called. Were the principles of the bill extended ſo as to include 
the latter crime, he believed that half the farmers of the kingdom 
would be brought into the Court of King's Bench, and tried for the 
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crime of ſeduction. But all that the law did at preſent was to take 
care that the pariſh ſhould not loſe. —Into what a wide field would 
this bill lead the Houſe ! He doubted much whether policy or juſtice 
concurred in their going forward with this meaſure. No particular 
reaſon had been aſſigned for the paſſing of this law. He ſaw nei- 
ther its expediency nor neceſſity. No caſe had been ſhewn from 
the increaſed number of divorces, or the flagrancy of the crime, to 
induce the Houſe to make any further provilion againſt it. Had 
it been proved that divorces were now only looked upon as matters 
of courſe? He was afraid if .morality and religion had not their 
proper effect upon the minds of the people, acts of Parliament and 
ſeverity of puniſhment would never anſwer the end. If we com- 
pared preſent with former times, or this with other countries, in- 
ſtead of libelling the age or country in which we lived, he thought 
we might feel proud from the compariſon. This bill, he was 
afraid, would be of an injurious tendency to the morals of the people, 
whilſt it would throw a laſting odium upon the exiſting age. Be- 
cauſe France had done every thing againſt merality, was that a rea- 
ſon why this country ſhould contradict the two firſt principles of 
their religion, Charity and Repentance, and give way to the metho- 
diſtical cant of the times? Beſides, if ſeverer puniſhments were re- 
quiſite in caſe of other crimes as well as this, why, he would aſk, 
ſelect this? If the law as it now ſtood, and as it appeared to him, 
was wiſe, why change it? He entertained as high a reſpect for the 
judges as any man, but ſtill he could not approve of inveſting 
them with the power of inflicting a diſcretionary puniſhment as 
propoſed by this bill. Add to which, that in his opinion it would 
go to violate the rights of juries, whoſe province, as the law now 
ſtood, was to weigh and determine the quantum of damages to be 
awarded. And if this were a queſtion reſpecting which many doubts 
were entertained both in and out of the Houſe, and by many wiſe 
and able men, why ſhould it be preſſed for the Houſe to go into 
a Committee before gentlemen's minds were fully made up on 
the caſe, and without ſufficient proof being made out of the neceſſity 
for the meaſure ? In his opinion, the operation of this bill would go 
to ſcreen nine adulterers out of ten. There were many caſes, as 


the law at preſent ſtood, when in a civil action juries would fay, | 


that although the flagrancy of the crime was not ſufficiently proved, 
they ſaw enough to find a verdict of damages; but if tried as a miſ- 


demeanour juries would then require the moſt circumſtantial and 


poſitive evidence before conviction. According to this bill, and upon 
the trials being proſecuted in a criminal court, the evidence of the 
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and thus ſuch ſcenes would be laid open in courts of juſtice, as he 
hoped would never be ſanctioned by the vote of that Houſe. — He 
put it to the Houſe to conſider what effect ſuch ſhameful proceedings 
would have in corrupting the morals of the country. He might, 
indeed, ſay in the words of a great moraliſt, and a celebrated 
Poet :— 


[Commons, 


. - « Eheu 

« Q1am temere in noſmet legem ſanctimus iniquam ! 
« Nam vitiis nemo ſine naſcitur; Optimus ille eſt, 
« Qui minimis urgetur.“' 


He begged gentlemen would confider the injurious tendency 
of the bill, and oppoſe the further conſideration of it in a Com- 
mittee. | 
Mr. WINDHAM faid, that the bill had been already ſo much 
and fo anxioufly diſcuſſed, that he would compreſs the obſervations 
it was his intention to ſubmit to the Houſe upon it. He did not 
conceive it neceſſary to dwell any time on the importance of the 
meaſure ; that was acknowledged by all who had given it any con- 
fideration. A great maſter of old had ſaid, that marriage was the 
elementary principle of iocicty; and this being admitted, it was 
incumbent on the Houſe to conſider how beſt to preſerve that ſtate in 
its integrity and purity. The firſt queſtion which ſuggeſted itſelf 
in entering on this inquiry was, whether the law now propoſed was 
neceſſary; and ſecondly, whether any change in the manners and 
morals of the people had ariſen to require ſuch a law? and whether, 
on the other hand, the meaſure now offered was likely to compen- 
fate for the attempt at reform which is to follow from it. He was 
of opinion, that the bill would not be productive of ſuch ſalutary 
effects as ſome gentlemen appeared to anticipate. 
laxity of public morals, but eſpecially the increaſed caſes of divorces 
in late years, might be owing chiefly to our increaſed wealth, and to 
another circumſtance not leſs decifive, namely, the. very great ex- 
tenſion of that claſs in ſociety known by the general deſcription of 
Rich Gentry. What had, been ſaid of the harmony of the criminal 
code was true, as general doctrine; but nothing ſo looſe would do 
to be adopted as a ground of legiſlation. It was objected to the 
making of adultery a miſdemeanour, that it would cauſe the exten- 
Hon of the principle, and lead to general laws for puniſhing even 
petty moral violations. As to the law not taking full cognizance 


of the crime of adultery, he would juſt remark, that if the law on 
the caſe was not in terms a penal law, it became ſuch by its opera- 
tion. There was a fine inflicted ; this was a penalty, and therefore 
He thought that it was brought forward with- 
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out full conſideration ; it was a haſty, immature meaſure, which 
had grown up by chance, Half of it was added to a bill which 
was rejected, and only this half appeared to be at all concurred in 
generally: ſo that while the ſupplemental part was likely to be pre- 
ſerved, the firſt part would probably be loſt. The chief objection 
to the bill was, not that the puniſhment bore unequally, but that 
| it did not operate in both caſes as a prevention. It was ſaid, that 
in point of fact its enactments would be a penalty on the woman, 
while it gave a premium to the man. Other objections had alſo 
been avowed. Some gentlemen adjured the Houſe not to deprive 
the woman of the means of repentance ; but ſurely that was 2 
ſtrange mode of repenting for a woman to return to the arms of 
her ſeducer. In alluſion to his mother's guilt, Hamlet is made to 
ſay, that his uncle's bed was not the natural place to repent the 
wrong done to a father. There was, as it were, a threat held out 
by the woman, that if ſhe ſhould not be permitted to marry, ſhe 
would go over to proſtitution. Very few could ſincerely admire 
this ſort of ſentimental affection, which terminated on the part of a 
woman in a determination, that if ſhe-were not allowed to marry 
ſhe would go on the town ; it would only do in a German play, or 
a chapter of a modern novel. The Houſe would proceed on better 
and leſs ſophiſticated principles. But moſt curious opinions had 
been held on this ſubject. It was ſaid that parties would be formed 
for the proteQion of the female, if the Legiſlature did not protect 
her by ſanRioning marriage with her ſeducer. He could only an- 
ſwer to this by obſerving, that the effect of ſuch a combination 
muſt be rather to fink thoſe who enter into it, than ſupport thoſe- on 


would not however diflemble, that he conſidered it a matter in 
which laws would do leaſt, and manners moſt to protect it. The 
laſt clauſe, however, which prohibited marriage, was capable of in- 
finite modifications. There was an argument which had been uſed 
on the whole of the bill, which he would briefly notice. It was 
ſaid that the Houſe could not conſiſtently refuſe to go on with. the 
bill, becauſe it came recommended on very high authority from 
another place. Now againſt this argument there was a ſet-off, 


a principle were adopted, it would be to deny the Houſe the right of 


legiſlation, He concluded by expreſſing his wiſh that the bill might 
go into a Committee. 


fearful his ſpeech on a former occaſion, as it related to the ſubje& 
which now called for the attention of che Houſe, bad been miſun. 
| >.» -- e 


whoſe account they coaleſce.» With regard to marriage itſelf, he 


which in his mind afforded a complete anſwer, namely; that if ſuch 


Sir WILLIAM SCOTT began by obſerving, that he was 
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derftood. He had compared the preſent ſtate of neces with that 
of paſt ages, and, after a minute and candid inveſtigation, was not 
inclined to go the tength of ſaying, that the morals of the people 
were worſe now than they were in former times. He had heard it 
ſtated, that divorees had creaſed in number to a conſiderable ex- 
tent, from the beginning of the preſent century in particular. For 
his own. part, he entertained the fame notion now that he had ex- 
preſſed on a former night upon this ſubject. He could not fay that 
divorces had conſiderably increaſed in the courſe of his experience in 
the eceleliaſtical .courts, which was between twenty and thiny 
years. He would take this occaſion of correctly ſtating the num- 
ber of ſentences of ſeparation that had in his time been given in 
thoſe courts : they were » 

From 1770 to 1780 + +44 
— 1780 to 1790 23 
L790 to 1800 52 
Without entering into a very long and complex reaſoning, it ap- 
peared to him, that the increaſe of adultery was (ſpeaking at leaſt in 
2 probable manner) to be traced to the increaſe of wealth, to the in- 
creaſe of the habits and gratifications of luxury, and to the various 


additional opportunities which offered for the indulgence of ſenſua) 


propenſities. When he took an impartial view of the cauſes and 
the effects, he could not help ſaying, that he was apprehenſive no 


| legiſlative proviſions, howeven wiſely framed, however attentively 


conſidered, could effectually prevent a crime that operated in the 
moſt deſtructive way upon the peace and happineſs of ſociety : yet, 
though no poſitive ground could be ſtated, that the preſent meaſure 
would prove adequate to an object ſo truly deſirable, he could un- 
dertake to ſay, that if it was but likely to correct the evil to a cer- 
tain degree, no man eould in that caſe oppoſe its adeption. It had 
been ſaid that adultery was a crime; if it were really ſo, he wiſhed 
to know how it was to be prevented by the exiſting laws? It was 
evident that adultery was not recognized by any ſtatute law what- 


ever as a crime, nor followed by any ſpecific puniſhment. He would 


alſo contend, that the eivil law had enacted no puniſhment againk 
it; and, tracing it in every poſſible line, he found that it was 


known to the ecclefiaſtical law only as a crime.. By that law, it 


certainly might have been puniſhed ; yet the puniſhment was ſo 
ſevere, that it was diſuſed, and became indeed, from the change of 


manners, altogether inapplicable. _ © Before the Reformation (ſaid 


Sir William) there were no divorces in Parliament—and for thc 

reaſon I have before given; but were there no adulteries? Were 

there no proceedings in the eccleſiaſtical. courts=—=adulterii causd! 
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J ſhould think from ſome circumſtances, that in thofe times there 
was occupation enough in thoſe eourts of that ſpecies. After the 
Reformation, for above one hundred years there was no proceeding 
in Parliament for divorces—and for a reaſon I have likewiſe given. 
But the eccleſiaſtical courts were entertaining ſuits of that nature. 
After Parliament had very reluctantly entertained ſuch applica- 
tions, the public came in very ſlowly ; for the prejudices of the 
country continued ſtrong againſt the total diflolution of marriages ; 
and it is not till within theſe thirty years that thoſe prejudices are 
worn away (though not yet totally cxtina), and that applications to 
Parliament have-become frequent. But the eccleſiaſtical courts 
were in the mean time open for ſeparations 4 menſa et thoro ; proba- 
* bly not in the number now received, fince Parliament made a pro- 
ceeding in the eccleſiaſtical court abfulutely neceſſary ; becauſe 
private ſeparations could, in general, anſwer the purpoſes of a huſ- 
band nearly as well as the ſeparation by ſentence; and there is juſt 
reaſon for thinking, that the eccleſiaſtical court was principally re- E 
ſorted to by women complaining of the infidelity of their hufbands, 
and for compelling the paymert of alimony in a ſtate of ſeparation. 
But ſuits were certainly entertained on the part of the "huſband, 
where he was determined to allow no ſubſiftence to a delinquent 
wife, and no private agreement could be eſtabliſhed ; and I pre- 
ſume that ſuch ſuits were much more numerous than thoſe which 
appear in Parliament.” Sir William went ca to obſerve, that the 
huſband, who had the power of the purſe, could ſeparate from the 
wife without any aid of the ecclefiaftical authority; but the wife 
could not enforce maintenance from the huſband without ſuch aid. 
This was the reafon why the applications to the ecclefiaftical court 
were more numerous for the wives than the huſbands ; and this he 
had thought it neceſſary to ſay, by way of explanation of what he 
had ſaid on a former occaſion, when this ſubjet was before the 
Houſe. That there had been ſome. increaſe in the number of 
adulteries in modern times, might be true, but not more than was 
the reſult of the increaſe of population, and the increaſe of wealth, 
which latter now enabled parties to ſue for divorces, who in former 
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times were deterred by the conſideration of expence. The ad- 1 

ditional frequency, therefore, of theſe eaſes being brought before the Y 
vas ſo view of the public, was not, in a moral point of view, to be calldd 
ge of an increaſe of vice in ſociety at large. However, as adultery was a \ 
| (ſaid great evil in ſociety, if the proviſions which the law made againſt it | 8 
r the were found inadequate, no man could deny that the Legiſlature was 7 
Were called upon to conſider of ſome better remedy than that which is ad- | 


aud! mitted to be without effect. He was therefore clearly of opinion, 
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that it was the duty of the Houſe to proceed to the conſideration of 
a bill which prohibited the offence, and was calculated to prevent 
its progreſs. With reſpect to the part of the bill which prevented 
the marriage of the offending woman with the adulterer, that was a 
clauſe on which he had heard a great variety of opinions ; if that 
clauſe ſtood alone, he ſhould feel a very ſtrong reluctance to adopt- 
ing it; but he was of opinion, that the other part of the bill threw a 
correQive into the ſcale, and, therefore, looking upon the ſtate of the 
law, and thinking that, in many reſpeRs, alterations in it were 
abſolutely neceſſary, he ſhould vote for the Speaker leaving the 
chair. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, that he entertained: very 
great reſpect for the framers of the bill; but it was ſtill obvious, 
that-it had been framed with one view, ad pervaded the whole 
of the meaſure, and he felt no hefitation in declaring that it was 
in his mind an incomplete and haſty proceeding. The object of 
the bill was to puniſh adultery, and to regulate divorces. He cer- 
tainly could not object to any juſt puniſhment that went to correct a 
crime of ſuch depravity. But as far as the bill went to regulate 
divorces, it appeared to him to trench upon the privileges of Par- 
liament. When it was viewed in all its probable relations 
and effeAs, the conſequences would be found to be, that the bill 
would neceſſarily interfere with that harmony and perfect accord- 
ance in the criminal code, fo effentially neceſſary to be preſerved for 
all the purpoſcs of right legiſlation. Having delivered his general 
ſentiments reſpecting the meaſure, he would, however, admit that 
much might ſtill be done in the Committee to render the bill ſalu— 
tary in its operation ; 2nd he therefore ſhould not oppoſe the-Speaker 
leaving the chair. An honourable and learned friend pf his (Sir 
W. Scott) had faid that adultery was not known' to any law as a 
puniſhable crime, except in the eccleſiaſtical courts ; but his ho- 
nourable and learned friend would be of a different opinion if he 
would look into the codes of the northern nations, as well as the 
antient ſyſtem of this country. He would there find it had been 

puniſhed ſeverely, and with a cruelty which was not warranted even 
by the nature of the crime. His honourable and learned friend 
might therefore perceive, (and it was for that purpoſe he mentioned 
it,) that the crime was puniſhed by the civil law. When indeed 
Chriſtianity had ſucceeded in making a very conſiderable progreſs, 
and the papal power had acquired great influence, the firſt code was 
changed, the original puniſhment was altered, and there was intro- 
dueecd into the ecclefiaſtical law the meaſure of puniſhment with 

which the crime was afterwards to be affected. That meaſure of 
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puniſhment gradually loſt its efficacy, and finally dwindled into in- 
ſignificance. He concurred in opinion with an honourable and 
learned gentleman (Mr. Erſkine), who had ſaid, that many of the 
objections to the bill might be removed by inſerting a clauſe to pre- 
vent both parties from marrying without a ſpecial clauſe in the act 
of Parliament by which they were divorced. Having offered theſe 
ſhort obſervations, he ſhould only add, that with reſpect to the clauſe 
which rendered adultery a mile meanour, he was decidedly of opi- 
nion that it ought to be made a miſdemeanour in the huſband as 
well as the wife. He thought alſo that there ſhould be ſome pro- 
viſion for examining the huſband and the wife upon this buſineſs; 
but upon that ſubject there was very conſiderable doubt, and it was 
worth while to go into a Committee upon it. Making this offence 
a miſdemeanour was only reſtoring the old common law, by which 
he here meant the old Saxon law. In ſhort, this bill contained mat- 
er of the firſt importance; diſpoſable, as it ſeemed- to him, in a 
Committee only, and therefore he ſhould vote for going into that 
Committee, without however pledging himſelf not to oppoſe the 
third reading, if after all he ſhould find the bill ſuch as he could 
not aſſent to. N 
The MASTER OF THE ROLLS faid, that the real object 
of the bill was miſunderſtood. It was ſaid, that it was intended 
to inflict a ſevere and unjuſt, and cruel puniſhment upon the female, 
and to ſubject the man to an arbitrary and oppreſſive penalty. The 
object of the bill was neither to impoſe penalty nor puniſhment, 
but to lefſen the frequency of the erime of . adultery, the moſt de- 
teſtable crime, and the crime the moſt deſtructive of the peace of ſo- 
ciety of any that exiſted, Whatever might be the means to be 
employed, this was the ſole end in view. Whether adultery had 
increaſed or not, after what had fallen from ſeveral honourable 


and learned gentlemen, he would not take upon him to determine; 


but certain he was that the number of divorces had increaſed to an 
alarming degree. Before the reign of George II. the number 
paſſed was inconfiderable ; in that reign 24 had been paſſed ; in 
the preſent 99. The Houſe would do well to pauſe for a while, 
and conſider the propriety of this ſyſtem. Adultery ſurely was a 
great crime; yet it was now only puniſhable by civil action, a 

mode of puniſhment altogether inadequate for ſuch an offence.— 
The jury, from deteſtation of the crime of the ſeducer, often gave 
vindictive damages to the huſband. ' This practice had the worſt 
conſequences, as the huſband might now ſell his wife's honour for a 
piece of money. There was no doubt that huſbands often con- 
nived at the miſconduR of their wives, from the hope of being en- 


© * Not exacted, and the adulterer eſcaped unpuniſhed. 
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riched by the damages they were likely to receive. Would any 

one ſay that that was a good ſyſtem which gave riſe to ſuch enormi- 
ties? Again, it very frequently happened that the damages were 
Divorces too 
were granted when they ought to be refuſed, as the huſband intimi- 
dated the wife from diſcloſing bis miſconduQ, by threatening to act 
harſhly to her paramour. At preſent, things ſtood in that mon- 
ſtrous ſituation, that perſons might frce themſelves from the bond 
of matrimony by their own delinquency. If it had been foreſeen 
that this abuſe would have ariſen from granting divorce bills, he was 
confident that they never would have been granted. 
but of modern date, and of ſtill more modern date was the cuſtom 
of allowing the adultreſs to re-marry. He did not by any means 
ſay that ſuch a marriage was illegal, and he was ſorry that ſuch a 
queſtion ever had ariſen. If any doubts were entertained, he would 
be happy in concurring in any meaſure for removing them. At 
_ preſent, a man might pay his addreſſes to the wife of a virtuous 
huſband, and the mother of a numerous family, with equal confi- 
dence as if he were addrefling a young lady who never had been 
married. Many other evils might be mentioned; but theſe were 
ſufficient to prove the inefficacy of the prefent laws, and they ought 
to be amended. The provifions of the prefent bill he thought ex- 
tremely well calculated to correct cheſe abuſes ; and when it came 
out of the Committee he trufted that it would be altogether unob- 

ionable. He would not go ſo far as to ſay, that a divorced 
woman ſhould not marry under certain eircun. ganees; but that the 
Legiſlature ſhould keep in its hands a diſcretionary power. He 
intended to propoſe ſome amendments to the bill, ſhould it go into 
a Committee; and one clauſe would be, that rhe delinquent party 
ſhould rot again marry, unleſs authoriſed by a clauſe in the act of 
- divorce itſelf. He would further propoſe, as a relief for the un- 
fortunate woman, that out of the fine which ſhould be paid in the 
public court, the court ſhould have a power to apportion ſuch part 
for her relief as it thought proper. The bill then, fo far from 
bearing hard upon her, would operate for her relief and comfort. 
As the regulation now ſtood, his learned and honourable friend muſt 
pronounce the ſentence of a ſeparation without granting any ſupport ; 
but then part of the fine would be apportioned to her ſuſtentation. 
So that from this bill there would be no cauſe to complain, and her 
ſituation would be a warning to others not to offend. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE obſerved, that it was unneceſſary for 
him to ſay any thing concerning the importance of the ſubject be- 
fore the Houſe, as its importance had been admitted * all who had 
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ſpoke on it. The queſtion for the conſideration of the Houſe was, 
whether the crime which was the ſubje of diſcuſſion had ariſen to 
ſuch a height as to require legiſlative proviſion? It could not be 
denied that it was a crime which attacked the firſt germ of civil ſo- 
ciety, and every thing that tended to protect the happinefs of man- 
kind. Theauthor of our moſt holy religion had denounced this crime, 
and had dwelt upon it more particularly than upon any other. Mar- 

riage was by no means merely a civil contract; the ſtate had a 
right to preſcribe the ceremonies by which it | ſhould be contracted, 
but it was ſanctified by religion, and was on that account more, 
holy, and ought to be more indiffoluble. Since the beginning of 
time, no inſtitution had been deviſed ſo well calculated to promote 
the happineſs of man, and it ought to be regarded with the greateſt 
reſpect and reverence. In this light it could not long be viewed, 
if the preſent ſyſtem were continued. Could it be made a queſtion, 
that that ſhould be made a crime in the code of Engliſh laws, 
which was already-a moral offence of ſo deep a hue? If he un- 
derſtood the lawyers right, there was not at preſent any penalty an- 
nexed to this crime. But it had been ſtated by an honourable 
gentleman, that although there was no direct penalty, yet there was 
one practically, becauſe the adulterer paid in damages to the huſband 
what amounted. to a heavy penalty. This circumſtance was with 
him one great argument in favour of the bill, becauſe he conſi- 
dered it improper that a penalty for a public offence ſhould be paid 
in the ſhape of damages to an individual. A caſe might exiſt 
where the crime ſhould be conſummated, yet where no penalty in 
damages could be inflicted. Suppoſe the caſe of a negligent, care- 
leſs, and indifferent huſband, ill treating an amiable wife, while ſhe 
was endeavouring, by the moſt perſuaſive of all eloquence, or con- 
tinued love and kindneſs, to reclaim him: ſuppoſe then, that an 
artful ſeducer ſhould ſtep in between her and the accompliſhment 
of this deſired object, and, by aggravatihg every fault of her huf- 
band, ſhould induce her to deviate from the paths of virtue and 
the line of her duty. Would any one ſay, that this was not 
the moſt guilty of mortals? Yet ſhould the huſband bring an » 
action againſt him, it would be ſaid with juſtice, that the plaintiff 
was a careleſs, debauched, and profligate ſcoundrel, and that he 
ought to be non-ſuited. He could with eaſe ſtate many other 
caſes, where there was a loud call for puniſhment, yet to give da- 
mages would be improper. Tt would be no difficult matter to 
ſhew why adultery was not reckoned a crime by the laws of Eng- 
land, and why our laws, whoſe excellence in moſt particulars is un- 

o had tivalled, are fo defidient in what regards the intereſts of morality. 

Vor. XII. © | 
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But he would delay entering upon theſe topics till a future oppor- 
tunity. We were now exactly in that ſtate when a bill of this na- 
ture was neceflary, and if we delayed much longer, it would be alto. 
gether incffeQual to ſtem the torrent of corruption. The principles 
of the people were ſtill good, though their practices were beginning 
to be very immoral ; and it was well known, that bad habits would 
ruin the beſt principles that were ever entertained. Our wealth 
had greatly increaſed, and had occaſioned a correſponding increaſe of 
luxury, directly tending to introduce licentiouſneſs of manners, and 
ſome regulations were now indiſpenſibly neceſſary to counteract this 
tendency. The ſcience of morals was now better underſtood than 
in any former age, and propriety of character was more accurately 
marked; but it by no means followed that our actions were corre- 
ſpondingly laudable. Morals were formerly founded on religion ; but 
the moralityof the preſent day ſeemed to conſiſt in a propriety of cha- 
racer, and a decorum of deportment, founded rather on the conſidera- 
tion of character than of religion. He would not deny but that in the 
reign of Charles II. there exiſted a moſt licentious Court; and he 
could not omit this occaſion of paying a juſt tribute of applauſe to the 
bright example which was exbibited by the Court of the preſent 
day, and which, he was convinced, tended more than any circum- 
- Nance to produce that moral decency ſo charaQeriſtic of theſe timea 
He therefore thought the preſent the proper time to paſs the bill be- 
fore the Houſe, becauſe the moral principle had nut yet been cor- 
rupted. It was by no means the caſe that the bill had owed its 
origin, as had been repreſented, from accident, or the reveries 
or vagaries of any individual. It had been introduced upon due 
deliberation by an able ſtateſman, who, having retired from the 
active ſcenes in which he had formerly been engaged, had employed 
his leiſure in promoting the intereſts of that country which had fa 
properly rewarded his merits. He thought the propoſed puniſhe 
ment by no means too ſevere for the offence. Hitherto the adul- 
treſs had been rewarded for her breach of the*marriage vow, and 
there were many reaſons which conſpired to ſhew that the inter- 
marriage of the parties ſhould be prohibited. It was the duty of 
Legiſlators to enact laws the beſt calculated to promote the preſent 
happineſs of mankind. Even in this point of view it was very 
hort - fighted to allow an opiate to be adminiſtered to the womadd 
who has been guilty of ſuch a crime, and to allow her to return to 
ſociety to indulge in luxury and licentiouſneſs, and to corrupt thoſe 
around her by precept and example. He was greatly alarmed 
when he heard honour ſpoken of as contra-diſtinguiſhed from ho- 
neſty. This 8 2 
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Againſt ſueh principles he entered his ſtrongeſt proteſt, as he never 
ſaw them acted upon that miſery was not the conſequence. No 
longer therefore let it be allowed that a man ſhould, in defiance of 
religion and morality, attempt to alienate from her huſband the 
affections of a wife, and ſay, that, becauſe he intends to marty her, 
his conduct is honourable. It had been ſtated, that if the bill 
ſhould paſs, the number of adulteries would be increaſed, as the de- 
bauchee would then be more ready to prey upon the ſpoils of inno- 
cence, when there was no poſfibility of his being obliged to marry 
the woman he has ſeduced. He himſelf did not believe that the 
human heart could be ſo hardened, nor the moral principle ſo de- 
baſed. But would not the removal of this reſtraint be much more 
than counterbalanced by the ignominy which would attach upon the 
ſeducer, and the puniſhment he muſt expect to undergo ? Beſides, 
the race of thoſe who were called Men of Pleafure was nearly worn 
out; and he truſted there were no debauchees now exiſting, who 
poſſeſſed ſuch ſel fiſnneſs of mind, and hardneſs of heart, as will- 
fully to reduce an unfortunate woman to miſery, ruin, and infamy. 
He would gladly give his vote for going into a Committee, becauſe, 
as he did not entirely agrec with any gentleman who fpoke on the 
bill, he wiſhed to have an opportunity of propoſing ſome amendments. 
He conſidered this ſubject of much more importance than any queſ- 
tion about peace or war, or any conſtitutional queſtion ; for, although 
the latter might have ſome remote influence on the comforts of fa- 
milies, yet the queſtion then before the Houſe went to the inmoſt 
receſſes of domeſtic happineſs ; it went to the very foundations of 
civil ſociety ; and if the crime was ſuffered to go on unchecked, 


nothing would have a greater tendeney to deſtroy the whole fabrie 


of ſociety. 

Sir FRANCIS BURDETT JONES aid, that the perſon con- 
victed of having been guilty of adultery was already puniſhed ſe- 
verely, by having monſtrous and vinditive damages awarded againſt 
him. When this puniſhment had not operated as a preventative 
of the crime, how could it reaſonably be expected that a puniſhment 
ſtill more ſevere would operate in preventing it? It had by no 
means been made out that the ſtate of the morals of this country 
require any ſuch expedient. Adultery was no increaſing evil in the 
preſent day; and even if it were, he would object to all legiſlative 
interference; as all endeayours to ſtrengthen the bonds of matri- 
mony, and to draw them tighter, tended only to weaken and render 
more uncertain that connection which ought to depend on far other 
ſecurities. This was a bill, which, inſtead of anſwering its profeſſed 
purpoſes, would chiefly tend to prevent matrimony, by ſurrounding 
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that late with conſequences and penalties - PD diſguſting. 
The more a woman was put under legal authority and reſtra nt, the 
- more unamiable muſt the huſband appear for whoſe ſake the laws 
were enacted. Statutes might ſurround, but could not protect, the 
virtue of women. No man could be ſanguine enough to ſuppoſe, 
| that if the preſent bill were paſſed into a law, the crime of adultery 
would be prevented. Secrecy would be ſubſtituted i in the place of 
3 and the laws meant to better, would be found only to 
undermine public. morality. As a puniſhment, the proviſions of 
the bill were totally inadequate. The clauſe which conſtitutes 
adultery a miſdemeanour, does not prevent that colluſiun taking 
place which is able to render the law quite ineffectual. A perſon 
might make it worth the chile of another to undergo the charge of 
adultery, and accompliſh in this manner the very purpoſe the bill 
was meant to prevent. The bill would open therefore a door of 
fraud inſtead of preventing ruin, and make man and wife voluntary 
evidences againſt each other. Another objection to the bill was, 
the diſcretionary power it put into the hands of Judges. Diſcretion 
did not always mean what was underſtood by it in a popular ſenſe. 
Diſcretion in law was limited by precedent; but in the caſe of 
adultery there would be no limits, no landmark, by which the deci- 
fions of juſtice could be regulated. If the marriage of the offend- 
ing parties was prevented, in many inſtances they would continue to 
live with each other on terms leſs honourable and more injurious to 
ſociety. A liberal-minded man, not able to make the beſt atone- 
ment to the vidim of his illicit enjoyments, would not, however, 
conſign her to irretrieveable reproach. The caſe would then be, 
that women, reſpectable for other virtues than thoſe of the ſtricteſt 
chaſtity, would, by the ſplendour of their talents and accompliſh- 
ments, form a third claſs in ſociety, between the abandoned and the 
virtuous, not undeſerving the notice and commendation of the world, 
This circumſtance, above all others, would tend to confound the 
idea of right and wrong, and was the fair and probable reſult of the 
principle of the bill. In moſt caſes the cauſe of adultery originated 
in the huſband, and not in the woman; but the puniſhment an- 
nexed to the crime chiefly applied to the woman, which could not 
be juſt. It was no infiruQive fight to the young, when they ſaw 
women poſſeſſed of a conſiderable ſhare of 3 living with 
men without the ſanction of marriage. This, however, would be 
one of the conſequences of the bill. To marry the perſon with 
whom ſhe had offended, and to behave well in a new connection, 
Ma the only mode of reparation to ſociety by which an unfortunate 
emalc could hope, to recommend herſelt again to notice, and rc- 
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cover her loſt reputation. It was idle to think of excluding amiable 
and accompliſhed women from ſociety ; and if they were not al- 
lowed to re- appear as the wives of their ſeducers, they would cer- 
tainly re- appear in a much worſe character, and would do infinitely 
more miſchief by their re-appearance. It was far from true, that 
a woman did not now, in any degree, deteriorate her fituation by 
being guiity of infidelity, if ſhe is married by her betrayer. Did 
ſhe not loſe the ſociety of her friends, the eſteem of her family, the 
affection of her children, the conſciouſneſs of rectitude? Were 
theſe deprivations not a ſufficient puniſhment for her offence ? — 
Would others, from her example, be induced to imitate her con- 
duct ? In fine, as no benefit would be produced by the bill, as it 
would be the occaſion of many evils, and as it was altogether inade- 
quate to anſwer the ends it had in view, it had his moſt ſtrenuous 


oppoſition, and he ſhould vote againſt the Speaker s leaving the 
chair. 


Sir RALPH MILBANKE contended, that the laws as they 
now exiſted were fully ſufficient to repreſs the growth of the evil, if 
indeed it was increaſing, of which he doubted. Whenever it 
came under the laſh of the law, it was well known that it was 
puniſhed with very heavy damages ; and if not duly paid, the per- 
ſon againſt whom they were given was liable to arreſt, or obliged to 
leave the kingdom, and often expoſed to riſk his life. The ſyſtem 
now propoſed was of a harſh, unfeeling tendency ; it tended to caſt 
a trail unprotected woman on the mercy of the world, and to ſhut 
her out from all decent ſociety. In ſuch uncalled-for: ſeverity, he 
could never be brought to acquieſce, eſpecially as he could not fee 
that the evil was growing into the magnitude into which ſome gen- 


tlemen ſeemed diſpoſed to exaggerate it ;—never ſhould he conſent © 


to alter the mild and equitable ſpirit of the law of England, unleſs 
ſuch alteration was obviouſly called for by ſome urgent and impe- 
rious neceſſity. No ſuch neceſfity exiſted at the preſent moment, 
and in the preſent caſe ; he therefore felt it his duty to oppoſe the 
further progreſs of the bill. 

Mr. BASTARD vas not much diſpoſed to prevent the bill 
going through its regular ſtages; it might, perhaps, come out of 
the Committee a new bill; but ſtill he could not ſee that it would 
anſwer the purpoſes of the frets of it ; it left to the huſband alone 
the power of proſecuting, while the huſband perhaps was often, nay, 
he might ſay, almoſt always the original cauſe of the vice, by ab- 
ſenting himſelf from home, and ſpending his time in gaming-houſes 
and worſe ſorts uf diſſipation, while he ſhould be * to his 
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domeſtic duties. Men had already the power of coercing their | 
wives ſufficiently : they might therefore ſhield them from this 
erime by watching and protecting them, and doing their duty as they 
ought todo. Indeed, the whole miſchief aroſe from a man and 
wife having ſeparate amuſements : the wife went to the Opera, the 
- Huſband to a Gaming-houſe, &c. For his part, he was againſt 
leaving it to the caprice of an individual to puniſh the crime of 
adultery, if it was to be made liable to ſeverer puniſhment. As aware 
to the clauſe for preventing the parties from marrying, it ap- 
peared to him to be altogether nugatory. There would be much 
fewer examples of adultery, if the offending parties were compell- 
ed to marry ; if the man knew that he ſhould be obliged to 
marry the woman, he would pauſe before he committed the crime, 
and not Tiſk ſuch conſequences. He muſt therefore expreſs his 
difapprobation of the bill as it now ſtood. 

Colonel ELFORD was of opinion the bill ſhould be. permitted 
to go into a Committee. 

Sir G. P. TURNER objected much to what he called the 
abominable clauſe, and could not conſent that it ſhould form any 
part of the bill, If the bill had been calculated at all to prevent 
the crime of adultery, which he much diſapproved of, he would 
have been the laſt perſon in the world to have objected to it; but 
as it ſtood in its preſent form, he thought it highly obje&ionable, 
Something was neceſſary to be done to aboliſh the crime againſt 
which the bill was intended, but in a leſs exceptionable manner, — 
If the preſent clauſe ſtood part of the bill, it would increaſe and not 
Prevent the miſchief complained of. Laws were intended more to 
prevent than to puniſh crimes, an intention that was humane and 

commendable ; but when he ſaw enactments fo cruel as the preſent 
ones, and fo peculiarly vppreſſive to thoſe from whom every human 
being derived his exiſtence, he could not but object to them. For 
humanity's ſake, it was neceſſary for the Houſe to ſhew itſelf tender 
and friendly to the authors of their birth. If the crime of adultery 
required any puniſhment for its prevention, a better one could not be 
found than making the adulterer marry her whom he had ſeduced, 
This was a circumſtance which, of all others, perhaps he would 
Wiſh to avoid. Adultery indeed was a heinous crime, ſubverſive 
of all domeſtic happineſs, and the beſt means of puniſhing it 
ſhould be found out. If, however, according to the preſent bill, 
the adultreſs was not ſuffered to marry her ſeducer, ſhe would be 
| caſt out into the ſtreets, ſhe would become a vagabond, and hee 
very children would pore at her as ſhe went along. 
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Feliees ter, et amplius, 
Quos irrupta tenet copula : nec malis 


Divulſus querimoniis, 
Suprema citius ſolvet amor die. 


Mr. SHERIDAN.— . There is no man, I am perſuaded, Sir, 


in this Houſe who is not ready to agree with me, that this is a ſub- 


je& which deſerves to be gravely and maturely confidered. I am 


aware too, that when profeſſions are held out, that great alterations 


may be made in a Committee upon any bill, it is not the moſt 
favourable time to riſe in oppoſition to that bill before it goes into 
ſuch Committee ; becauſe it may be ſaid to thoſe who ſo oppoſe it, 
that the very points to which they object may be thoſe which it is. 
intended in the commitment to alter and amend. Sir, I fhall very 
much regret if another opportunity ſhall be afforded for going into 
the diſcuſſion of ſuch a bill as the preſent ; but if there ſhould be, 
I ſhall certainly ſtate my objections to every part of it more at 
large than I ſhall think it neceſſary to do at preſent. The queſtion. 
now before us is, whether we ſhall go into a Committee? To this. 
propoſition it is wiſhed that the Houſe ſhould be induced to accede, 
by the hope that the alterations which may be made may render the 
bill more acceptable and more moderate. Now, Sir, I take upon 
me to aſſert, that no gentleman who has ſpoken upon the ſubjeR has 
held out any grounds at all to make us believe that ſuch can be 
the reſult. We have heard from ſome, that the law is not to be 
as it is; from others we have heard ſketches of clauſes ; from 
others we have heard general outlines and opinions; but all who 
have ſpoken have ſhewn that the bill cannot paſs in its preſent 
ſhape. Sir, that the laws with reſpeA to adultery ought not ta 
remain as they are, may be true. But what I contend is this, that 
it has not been proved that any great or general review of the ſub- 
ject can proceed from ſuch a bill as this. That, upon maturer con- 
lideration with the Reverend Prelates, ſomething better may not be 
produced, I am not prepared to deny, But there apyears to me to 
have been an evident improvidence, a ſhameful negligence, on the 
part of the authors of this meaſure. It ſeems as if it had been 
produced in ſcorn and contempt, and in defiance of all knowledge 
and experience. It ill became the authors of it to paſs by that fuſt 
and greateſt authority, of whoſe aſſiſtance they ought to have availed 
themſelves. But the bill comes to us in another way. I know 
that it is not parliamentary to allude to what paſſes in another 
Houſe ; but I ſhall contend that a bill which comes to us by an 
unanimous vote, or by a large majority in its favour, would cone 
wich a greater weight than one paſſed by a very ſmall majority. 
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Recollecting then all theſe things, we cannot, I contend, be accuſed 
of impropriety or preſumption in ſaying we will pauſe where we 
are, and oppoſe going into a bill which appears to us ſo utterly 
incorrigible. But there are one or two points upon which I wiſh 
to make ſome obſervations. When any meaſure is propoſed to a 
legiſlative aſſembly, there are three queſtions which a prudent legiſ. 
lator will aſk himſelf : firſt, Whether the meaſure is neceſſary ? 
ſecond, Whether it is likely to be efficacious ? and, third, Whe- 
ther it is likely to produce greater evils than thoſe which it is meant 


to remedy ? I will paſs by the two laſt, and proceed to the firſt. 


Is the preſent meaſure neceſſary? What! will you extend the 
penal code, and not prove firſt that the crime which you propoſe to 
puniſh has increaſed ? Miſchie vous indeed muſt be the conſe- 
quence. But, Sir, in point of fact, and in fairneſs of reaſoning, the 
crime in the preſent caſe, fo far from having increaſed, has been 
proved to have diminiſhed. The learned gentleman oppoſite me, in. 
going over a period of thirty years, tells us, that in the firſt ten there 
were forty-four Wr in the ſecond ten twenty- three, and in the 


third ten fifty tyWo. But to form a right judgment, we muſt com- 


pare the inereaſed number of marriages, the increaſe of population, 
and undoubtedly the increaſe in wealth of the country. The fair 
inference to be drawn from this compariſon will then be, that the 
crime has diminiſhed. But, ſays an honourable gentleman, it is not 
proper that the crime ſhould exiſt at all ; true: but what I de- 
mand from thoſe who argue in favour of the preſent bill is, to ſhew 
me that what they propoſe to remove has not operated as a check 
upon the commiſſion of the crime. This ſubſtituted law of honour, 
which induces the man to marry the woman he has ſeduced, has 
been ſtrongly inveighed againſt ; but I deſire thoſe who ſo inveigh 
againſt it to ſhew me whether it has not been one of the cauſes of 
the crime having diminiſhed. Will the removal of this law de- 
creaſe it? Sir, what I complain of moſt is, that what is now pro- 
poſed is all matter of experiment, and that ſuch a propoſition, when 
the crime has been proved to be diminiſhing, is, to ſay no mare of 
it, extremely deſperate. The honourable gentleman oppoſite me 


thinks it'an evil that men ſhould ſet up this law of honour, and he . 


prefers open and avowed vice. Sir, I ſhould think ſtrangely-of 
the morality and honour of that man who, having ſeduced a married 


woman, ſhould afterwards ſcoff at her credulity, leave her to ſhame 


and ſorrow, ſend her out an exile and a wanderer, and abandon her 
to all the horrors of mockery and inſult. I ſhould ſay to him who 


prefers that kind of-morality, that he ought indeed to have a great 
ſtock of religion in his heart to reconcile ſuch pringiples and prac- 
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tice to his conſcience. T ſhould ſay, that ſuch conduct was a 
groſſer violation of all moral feeling, than the very act of adultery 
itſelf. The honourable gentleman has urged with great truth the 
obligations the country is under to certain illuſtrious perſonages, for 
the example of domeſtic virtues which they have uniformly afforded. 
Is it not true too, I would aſk, that the women of this country 
were never more correct in their conduct than at preſent ? Is there 
any man, I would alſo afk, who, when it is attempted to be con- 
tended that the days of Charles the Second were purity to theſe, 
does not know that aſſertion to be an untruth ? If that be the caſe, 
is it no flight thing to throw out this unmannerly and unmanly 
flander upon the morality of the country ? Is it nothing to hold 
forth that the example which the illuſtrious perſonages upon the 
throne have for ſo long a period afforded has produced no good 
effect; and that, inſtead of having been attended with any 
beneficial conſequences, we are forced, after a period of forty years, 
to make a law to ſtop the progreſs of adultery * The honourable 
gentleman has deſcribed a huſband treating his wife ill, and has 
added, that if a ſeducer had not intervened, the wife, by her gegtle- 
neſs, her meekneſs, and her virtues, might at laſt have reclaimed 
the huſband. Sir, that there would be frequent examples of this 
forbearance and perſeverance on the pet of the wife, I am not yet 
prepared to admit. But the honourable gentleman ſars, ought not 
the ſeducer to be puniſhed ? Yet he cannot be, if this ill uſage 1 is 
proved againſt the huſband. Sir, I will not anſwer, whether the 
{educer ought to be puniſhed, becauſe I contend that he cannot be 
under this bill. A learned gentleman has talked of exemplary 
damages being given. I do not pretend to be much of a lawyer ; 
but in my opinion, talking of excmplary- damages i in civil actions, 
is talking exemplary nonſenſe. Who told juries that they were 
to be the Cuſſodes Morum ? — I will not ſurmiſe who preſſed this. 
into the minds of juries, but he who ſtates this doctrine is reſpon- 
ſible for the effect it produces. Sir, I know it will be ſaid that 
theſe objectionable parts may be removed in a Committee — and 
this is what I complain of, that theſe bills come to us in a ſhape fo 
little reſembling that in which they are to paſs, that, like the crafty 
tyrant in Shakeſpeare, they may ſay to us — 


4 Judge not by what I am, but what I ſhall become! 


Sir, a judge may think it proper to tell a jury, that twenty thou- 
ſand pounds, that a whole fortune is not ſufficient to repair the 
injury a huſband has ſuſtained—A jury, however, may think other- 
wiſe; and only give two, The ſame man may afterwards by the 
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preſent bill come under an indictment before the ſame judge, who 
may deem it to be his duty to make up for this ſuppoſed deficiency 
on the part of the jurics, and this is one of the evils which this 
bill may tend to produce. A learned friend of mine, who has 
argued in favour of the meaſure, has talked of the harmonious 
whole—but what is the fact? Is there not this anomaly ? The 
ſeducer is only to be proſecuted by one individual; and who is this 
individual? the huſband, who in other parts of the bill may be 
ſuppoſed to be in colluſion. How many years of ſolitary confine. 
ment the ſeducer is to be puniſhed with, we are not told ; but, on 
his trial for the miſdemcanour, he calls in the huſband to croſs- 
examine him with reſpe& to his treatment of his wife ; to go over 
his whole life from the commencement of his marriage, to queſtion 
him relative to every part of his condud. The reſult of this will, 
I contend, be ſuch a diſinelination, that few huſbands will conſent to 
put themſelves in a ſituation to proceed to ſuch indictments; 
of courſe then there can be no divorce : but if he does proceed to 
an indictment, and the ſeducet ſhould make out that the huſband 
has afforded provocation to his wife ; in that caſe there can be no 
divorce. Here then will be this ſtrange caſe. The public 
wrong will be proved, the adultery will be proved; the ſeducer, 
however, will not be puniſhed, the wife will not be puniſhed ; and 
where then will be the harmonious whole? Sir, my objection to 
the meaſure is, that it is daſhing raſhly and deſperately at experi- 
ment: and is there any man, I would aſk, who would conſent to 
change the morals of our countrywomen for thoſe of the women of 
any other nation in the world? I ſay then, Sir, that the bill is un- 
neceſſary; I hope it will not be ſuffered to proceed to another diſ- 
_ cuſſion ; but if it does, I ſhall go into it more at length, and 1 
pledge myſelf to ſhew that the principle of it is bad ; that it will be 
- unjuſt in its operation; that it is cruel, unchtiſtian- like and ſevere, 
and in an inverſe proportion to the degree of guilt ; that it is hoſtile 
to the doctrines of the Proteſtant church; and that it is calculated 
to inereaſe that evil which it propoſes to remedy. For theſe reaſons, 
Sir, I give the bill my moſt hearty and decided oppoſition.” 

Mr. WILBERFOKCE roſe to explain. He denied that he 
had uttered any thing to juſtify the inferences drawn by the honour- 
able gentleman who had juſt fat down, or that any expreſſions had 
eſcaped him tantamount to that attributed to him reſpecting the 
- fituation of the unhappy female who ſhould be the victim of adul- 
. tery. He repeated his cenſure of that ſpecies of moral forgery which, 
under the name of, honour, would confound the meaning of common 
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The Houſe divided, when the numbers were, for the Chairman's 
leaving the chair, 104; againſt it, 143. 


Wedneſday, June 11. 
Mr. a PITT preſented a copy of the Addreſs of both 


Houſes of the Iriſh Parliament to His Majeſty, ſtating their aſſent 


to the countervailing duties; which was brought up, read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. a 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt then ſtated, that this addreſs only related 
to part of the countervailing duties; that ſome others had been 
added, which, in point of fact, it is known that the Iriſh Parlia- 
ment have alſo agreed to; and that as ſoon as their afſent was 
officially notified to the Houſe, it would be his duty to bring in a 
bill for carrying the Union of the two countries into effeR. 

A petition was preſented for encouraging a diſcovery made, of 
means of taking ink out of paper, ſo as to make it again ſerviceable, 
which was ordered to lie on the tavle. 

The bill to explain and amend an act of the 31ſt George III. 


impoſing penalties on certain perſons therein mentioned, and for 
regulating the refidence of Papiſts in this kingdom, was read a 
ſecond time. 


Sir H. MILDMAY moved, that it be committed for Tueſday 
next. 

Mr. SHERIDAN wiſhed that gentlemen would ſtate ſome 
grounds on which they propoſed to alter old laws and eſtabliſh new 
ones, before they called the Houſe to conſider of the alterations 
which they propoſed to make. He had heard no grounds ſtated 
for the introduction of this bill, which ſeemed to him to violate 
the principles of tuleration ; and therefore he muſt oppoſe its com- 
mitment. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the honourable: Baronet had 
ſtated grounds for the introduction of the bill which had been ſatis- 
factory to him, and, he believed, to a great majority of the Houſe. 
He was as unwilling as any man to infringe on the principles of 
toleration ; and, had it appeared to him that the meaſure propoſed 
contained any ſuch infringement, it would have met with his oppo- 
fition ; but it could be no breach of toleration to prohibit a practice 
in a Proteſtant country which was inconſiſtent with its Proteſtant 
eſtabliſhment ; and it was even necetfary that an offenſive pub- 
licity ſheuld not be allowed to certain eſtabliſhments and aQs of the 
religion of the Church of Rome, which would revive a jealouſy 
now almoſt cxtindt in the minds of the people, e that reli- 
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gion. It was even neceſſary for the Papiſts themſelves, that they 
might know upon- what terms their reideace in this country may 
be ſecured. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, that he had no intention of entering 
upon the diſcuſſion this evening, ſinee it ſeemed to be agreed that it 
fhovld be poſtponed until Tueſday next; but he could not avoid 
faying a few words in contradiction to the ſtatement of the right 
honourable gentleman. He (Mr. Hobhouſe) was preſent when the 
honourable Baronet opened his motion, and would be bold enough 
to declare, that no grounds were ſtated to juſtify the introduction of 
this bill. He had expected the honourable Baronet to have in- 
formed the Houſe in what degree theſe monaſteries had increaſed 
within a given number of years, and to have enumerated the in- 
ſtances in which the Roman Catholics of this country, as well as 
the Emigrants who arc — (for this bill confounded both in the 
ſame accuſation), had taken children of Proteſtant parents into their 
fchools. The honourable Baronet had communicated no ſuch in- 
formation: indeed he had confeſſed it was a meaſure for the ſake of 
preventing, rather than removing an. evil. If the honourable Ba- 
ronet could adduce nothing ſtronger in ſupport of the bill than he 
had hitherto done, he (Mr. Hobhouſe) ſhould certainly continue his 
oppoſition to it. 

Sir H. MILDMAY ſaid, that the reaſon why he had not ſtated 
facts as the grounds for introduQting the bill, was, that he might not 
create alarm in the public mind ; but he certainly was in poſſeſſion 
of them. The notorious fact, however, of the exiſtence of forty 

- monaſtic inſtitutions in this country, and a great number of ſchools 
for the education of indigent children, which were under the in- 


ſpecdtion of Catholic teachers, were, in his opinion, ſufficient grounds 


for the Houſe entertaining the bill. 

Sir W. You faid a few words on the fame ſide 

The bill was then committed for Tueſday. 

The MasTrR Or THE RoLLs brought in a bill for regulating 
Executory Deviſes ; which was read a firſt time, and ordered 
to be read a ſccond time on Friday next. 

The order of the day being read for the Houſe to confider the 
vecommitted bill for the better ſettling of diſputes between the 
maſters and miſtreſſes of families and their menial and domeſtic 
fervants, 


Mr. D. P. Coxs moved, hat the Speaker do now leave the 
chair. 


Mr. JOLLIFFE did, that he highly diſapproved of the bil, 


and was convinced, that, if paſſed into a law, it would be attended 
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with the worſt conſequences. It was ſtrange that the honourable 
gentleman had ſtated no reaſon for adopting a meaſure which was 
ſo univerſal in its operation, and the effects of which would be fo 
very important. The bill would be prejudicial both to maſters and 
ſervants. What could be a greater hardſhip than to be obliged to 
go before a magiſtrate at whatever diſtance he might reſide ? There 
was no fimilarity between domeſtic ſervants and ſervants of huſ- 
bandry ; and to ſettle the diſputes ariting between the former and 
their maſters, the juſtices muſt be altogether incompetent. The 
magiſtrates m*2ht be ſuthciently good judges of whether a plough- 
man took proper care of his horſes, and did his work properly in the 
field; but to determine diſputes between a miſtreſs and her maid, 

whether the dairy was properly attended, or whether the kitchen and 
other wrenft ils were kept clean, it would be neceſſary for them to ſum- 
mon a jury of matrons. His chief objection to the bill, however, 
was, that it encroached upon the trial by jury, and changed the 


mode of adminiſtering juſtice in the country. It was no new mea- 
ſure; it had been propoſed ten or twelve years ago, when he 


heartily diſapproved of it ; and the more he had thought of it ſince, 
its impolicy had appeared the more glaring, 

Mr. BUXTON faid, that great inconveniences were found to 
ariſe from the preſent laws with regard to menial ſervants; and he 
had no doubt that the bill- would prove a remedy to many of the 
worſt of them. The advantage accruing from it to ſervants would 
be great, as they would have it in their power to recover their 
wages without a long, troubleſome, and vexatious litigation. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that ſervants, when they behave them- 
ſelves well, were entitled to protection; and he could not approve 
of a meaſure which left their diſputes to be determined by magif- 


trates, who were in ſome degree intereſted, as they themſelves had 


ſervants. There was nothing in common between domeſtics, and 
agricultural ſervants, whoſe. negle& or inattention might injure the 
property of thoſe by whom they were employed. At preſent, either 
party may give warning; and if the maſter did not chooſe to con- 
tinue the ſervant in the houſe, he might” get rid of him by paying 
the additional month's wages; or if the ſervant did not chooſe to 
ſtay after giving warning, he might give up the month's wages, and 
depart when he pleaſed. Maſters had already a ſufficient controul 
over the behaviour of their ſervants, as by refuſing them a character 
they might deprive them of their bread. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL alfo expreſſed his diſappro- 
bation of the bill in general, though he would not object to ſimilar 


regulations in regard to ſhopkeepers in the country,- who had an in- 
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tereſt in the conduct of their ſervants, and kept them for purpoſes 
different from the mere convenience of their families. 

Mr. COKE replied, that one of the leading objects of the bill 
was in faQ the protection of ſervants, by giving them a ſummary 
mode of recovering their wages when they could not do ſo by the 
uſual courſe of law. Of this, many inſtances occurred to him as a 
magiſtrate, on ſervants coming to complain of not being able to get 
their wages of, perhaps, ten or twelve pounds. When he told 
them he could do nothing for them, they aſked him how they could 
recover it? To this he could only reply, that they might do it by 
a ſuit of law ; but to that he could not adviſe them, as he knew 
they muſt loſe by it. He meant alſo to propoſe a clauſe in the 
Committee, enabling magiſtrates to commit maſters, but not in the 
firſt inſtance, for non-payment of wages, as well as ſervants for 
miſconduct. It was well known, that there were ſwindlers and 
impoſtors who made an appearance, and ſome even who kept car- 
riages, yet had no property whatever; what he ſhould propoſe in 
theſe cafes was, at firſt to grant attachments againſt the effects of 
thoſe maſters, and if none could be found, to make out warrants to 
commit them. | 

Sir W. GEARY remarked, that Mr. Sheridan's obſervations 
about magiſtrates having ſervants themſelves, would be applicable 
to any caſe that was left to their deciſion. 

Mr. SHAW LEFEVRE defended the bill; and after ſome 
further converſation, the Houſe divided on the queſtion for the 


Speaker's leaving the chair, and there not being wy members pre- 
lent," -of courſe adjuurned. 


Thurſday, Fune 12. 


Nothing material occurred in either Houſe. 


Friday, June 13. 


The Loxp Mayor of London preſented a petition from the 
Jjourneymen and workmen refiding in and about the cities of London 
and Weſtminſter ; ſetting forth, that, during the laſt ſeſſion, an act 
paſſed to prevent unlawtul combination of workmen ; and that it is 
therein declared illegal directly or indirectly to attempt to prevail 
upon any journeyman or workman to quit the ſervice in which he is 
employed; and that the faid act, by the uſe of ſuch uncertain terns, 
and others of the ſame nature, has created new crimes of bound}: is 
extent, io which are affixed fines, furfeitures, and impriſoament ; 
and that, amongſt the crimes created by the ſaid act, the breach vt a 
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private contract, by refuſing to work when hired, is enumerated as 
one, and made puniſhable by diſcretionary impriſonment for any 
time not exceeding three months, to the confounding of all diſtine- 
tion between public and private injuries; and that, in many in- 
ſtances, the crimes created by the ſaid act are ſuch as will encourage 
wilful perjury in witneſſes, from the great difficulty of its being diſ- 
covered, and will of courſe expoſe the petitioners to numberleſs falſe 
accuſations, at the pleaſure of any malicious proſecutor ; and that by 
the ſaid act offenders are deprived of a trial by jury, and made ſub- 
ject to the deciſion of a fingle magiſtrate, which, from the ſecurities 
required upon an appzal, and the expence of proſecuting it, will in 
effect be always final, the act having expreſsly declared it illegal, 
under heavy penalties, to ſubſcribe any ſum for the ſupport of ſuch 
expences; and that no certiarari to remove any proceedings under 
the act is allowed; and that the fame magiſtrate, who has thus the 
uncontrouled power over offenders within the act, will, in many 
caſes, be enabled to fix the rate of wages of journeymen and work- 
men, and, upon their refuſal to work for ſuch wages (however in- 
adequate to their labour) may licence maſters to employ in their re- 
ſpeQive trades all perſons indiſcriminately, to the detriment of thoſe 
trades, and to the utter d:ſtruQion of the workmen who have ſerved 
regular apprenticeſhips therein ; and that offenders within the faid 
act are compellable to anſwer queſtions upen oath, notwithſtanding 
the ſeveral penaltics (conſiſting of fines, forteitures, and impriſon- 
ment) to which in conſequence they may become liable, and for the 
diſcharge from which penalties the act has made no ſufficient pro- 
viſion ; and that, in many parts of the ſaid ad, the law is materi- 
ally changed, to the great injury of all journeymen and workmen ; 
and that, if it be not repealed, it will hereafter be dangerous for the 
petitioners to converſe with one another, or even with their own fa- 
milies ; and that its immediate tendency is to excite diſtruſt and jea- 
louſy between their maſters and them, and to deſtroy the trades and 
manufactures it purports to protect; and therefore praying, that the 
ſaid act may be repealed, or that the Houſe will give ſuch other re- 
lief as it ſhall think fit. 

Colonel Gascoicne preſented a petition from the Wen 
mechanics, and artificers, of the town and neighbourhood. of Liver- 
pool, in the county of Lancaſter, likewiſe taking notice of the ſaid 
act; and ſetting forth, that the petitioners were not informed of the 
ſaid act till it was actually paſſed into a law, whereby they were pre- 
cluded from praying the Houſe, by themſelves, or agents, againſt 
the ſame ; and that the ſaid act appears to the petitioners to have 


Created new crimes, of ſo indefinite à nature, that no one journey- 
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man or workman will be ſafe in holding any eonverſation with 
another on the ſubject of his trade or employment; and that tho 
petitioners and others are, by the faid act, deprived of a trial by a 
jury of their country, and to be tried by one juſtice of the peace, 
who, for the moſt part, is engaged in trade, and u hom, in all caſes, 
it is competent to the matters to feleQ, but the parfies nevertheleis 
are not even permitted to remove any conviction by ſuch juſtice, 
under the ſaid act, by certiorari, or any other writ or proceſs what- 
ſoever, into-any of His Majeſty's Courts of Record at Weſtminſter ; 
and that, although a right of appeal is given by the faid act againſt 
any conviction bv ſuch Juſtice to the General or Quarter Seſſions of 
the Peace, yet the ſureties and recognizance required, and the great 
expence of ſuch appeal, puts that reniedy beyond the reach of the 


[Commons, 


petitioners, and other workmen, who earn, by their daily labour, 


barely ſufficient to maintain themſelves and families; and the faid 
act expreſsly forbids, under a ſevere penalty, any perſon rom ſub- 
ſcribing or contributing any ſum or ſums of money whatſoever, for 
the-purpoſe of paying any expences incurred, or to be incurred, by 
any perſon charged with having atcd contrary to the proviſions of 


the ſaid act; and that, for theſe and other reaſons, it is to be feared 


that the ſaid act will tend to diſunite, more than ever yet they were 
diſunited, maſters and workmen ; and that the ſame is, in other 
reſpects, injurious and oppreſſi ve to the petitioners and other work- 
men, and may therefore ultimately be productive of evils which 
may prove materially injurious to the trade and manufactures of the 
country; and that the ſaid act empowers truſtees, treaſurers, col- 
lectors, receivers, and agents, to give up, in breach of their truſt, 
all monies in their hands, cuſtody, or power, and indemnifies them 
in ſo doing before any court of law or equity ſhall have pronounced 
on ihe legality or illegality of the purpoſes for which ſuch funds 
ſhall have been entruſied to them; and finally, the petitioners 


© crave the moſt ſcrious attention of the Houſe to that part of the ſaid 


act, whereby all perſons, who ſhall be charged with having offended 
againſt the ſame, are compellable to anſwer, upon oath, all queſtions 
that ſhall be put to them, notwithſtanding any penalty or forfeiture, 
as the act itſclf expreſsly ſtates, to which ſuch perſons may be liable 
in conſequence of any diſcovery which may be ſought thereby; and 
therefore praying that the ſaid act, or ſo much thereof as to the 
Houſe ſhell ſeem meet, may be repealed. | 

The ſaid pctitions, with another from Mancheſter, preſented by 
Sir F. B. Joxxs, were ſeverally ordered to lie upon the table. 


* 


Mr. PEELE moved the order of the day for the Houſe to go 
into a Committee on the Report from the Select Committee on 


Juxx 
Mr. ] 


petitio 


pedien 
his fea 
might 
degree 
times 
to thro 
pleaſec 
full pr 
for the 
into ſt; 
tute in 
of min 
to ſuct 
place « 
He we 
reſolut 
paſs, it 
addreſ: 
courag 
would 
to the 
mittee, 
ſubſtit 
conſide 


Juxx 13+) | DEBATEA 113 


Mr. Foden's petition, in order to conſider of the invention of the 
petitioner, the nature and probable advantages which may ariſe to 
the public from ſuch an invention, and alſo of the expences which 
might be incurred by ſuch an experiment as he had propoſed ; and 
the Houſe reſolved itſelf accordingly into a Committee. 

Mr. Peele then ſtated the expences of Mr. Foden as already 
great, and it would be for them to conſider how far it would be ex- 
pedient to aſſiſt him to make further experiments. He expreſſed 
his fears, that, from the experience we had of returning ſcarcity, we 
might be viſited again; and to provide againſt this ſcarcity in ſome 
degree was the object of the invention. This country could at all 
times call in the luxuries of life ; but it could not compel the farmer 
to throw a greater quantity of grain into the earth than what he 
pleaſed, and a part of this was diverted from the uſe of man. The 
full production of the grain would by this invention be reſerved 
for the nutriment of the country, as that part which was converted 
into ſtarch, &c. would be ſaved, the petitioner propoſing to ſubſti- 
tute in the place of the wheat flour ſo uſed and cenſumed, a kind 
of mineral called gypſum, which he had ſo prepared, and brought 
to ſuch perfection, as in all probability could be ſubſtituted in the 
place of wheat; this was for the conſideration of the Committee. 
He would not longer detain the Committee than juſt to move a 
reſolution on the ſubjeA and on the report; ſhould the reſolution 
paſs, it was his intention to move, in the courſe of next week, an 
addreſs to His Majeſty on the ſubject of the invention, and the en- 
couraging of the benefit that would probably reſult from it. He 
would not pledge the public to any particular amount, leaving that 
to the expedience of it. He then proceeded to move in the Com- 
mittee, © "That the invention of Mr. Foden's chryſtalline fize, as a 
ſubſtitute in the place of wheat flour, is likely to be attended with 
conſiderable advantages, and may fave the uſe of wheat flour ;” which 
was agreed to, The Houſe was then reſumed, and 


Colonel STANLRY moved, that the report ſhould be received on 
Tueſday next. 


The Houſe then went into a Committee, agreeably to the order. 


of the day, on the confideration of the fees and emoluments of the 
clerk and aſſiſtant clerk of the Houſe of Commons. | 

The SPEAKER ſaid, that when on a former occaſion a motion 
was made and agreed to, for an amount of the clerk and aſſiſtant 
clerk's fees of the Houſe of Commons, the object of that motion 
was, that the Houſe ſhould be in poſſeſſion of this account, for the 
purpoſe of being better enabled to dire a bill to be brought in far 

Vol. XII. Q 
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the regulation of thoſe fees, and the better eſtabliſhment of the re. 
ſpeQable perſons who filled the offices of clerk and aſſiſtant clerk in 
the Houſe of Commons. He then took a view of the general 
ſtatement of the account before the Committee, and having named 
the ſums ſpecifically ſtated as the amount of the ſalaries and fees of 
the clerk and aſſiſtant clerk, he ſuggeſted the plan for regulating 
thoſe fees, &c. in future, which it was his intention to recommend 
as the moſt conſiſtent with the intereſts of the parties concerned, and 
moſt worthy of the liberality and wiſdom of Parliament. The 
average income of the chief clerk (including fees) for ten years, 
was about 85421. per annum; but of this ſum Mr. Hatſel allowed 
Mr. Tyrwhitt formerly, and now allows Mr. Lee, both clerk 
aſſiſtants, one half. The amount of the ſalary and fees of the clerk 
aſſiſtant was, on the average of the ſame period, about 11621, 
per annum. The outline of his plan was, that three commiſſioners 
be appointed, to whom the fees and emoluments of the clerk and 
clerł aſſiſtant ſhall be aſſigned for management, and that thoſe 
commiſſioners ſhall pay to the clerk and clerk aſſiſtant ſuch annual 
ſalary as may be hereafter agreed on by Parliament. It is propoſed, 
that the ſalary of the chief clerk ſhall amount to 43500. per ann, 
during the firſt five years, and that on the expiration of that period 
an addition of 5 ool. per ann. ſhall be made. The ſalary of the 
clerk aſſiſtant to be 1 5 00l. per ann. during the firſt five years, but 
to be alſo increaſed by an addition of 5 o0l. more per ann. at the 
Expiration of that period: and if the clerk aſſiſtant ſhould be in 
that ſituation fifteen years, and afterwards ſucceed the chief clerk, 
he is then to enter on the receipt of 40001. a year, without ſerving 
five years as ſtated in the caſe above ſpecificd. After theſe ſala- 
Ties have been thus provided for, there would ſtill remain a diſpoſc- 
able fund, and this he wiſhed to be partly appropriated to make up 
deficiencies to the ſubordinate officers of the Houſc, whoſe ſalaries 
are at preſent ſmall, and whoſe fees are particularly fluctuating. In 
addition to which, he meant to propoſe that a certain allowance an- 
nually ſhould be made to ſuch officers of the Houſe as became old 
in its ſervice, or were otherwiſe incapacitated by illneſs to diſcharge 
the duties of their ſituations. Having dwelt ſhortly on theſe ſeveral 
topics, the right honourable Speaker obſerved, that ſo ſincerely did 
he wiſh that the Civil Liſt and the Public might be diſburdened of 
any charge on account of the whole eſtabliſhment of the officers of 
the Houſe of Commons, that no exertion ſhould be wanting on his 
part to produce ſo important a change, ' The return of peace, and 
other probable circumſtances, were likely to raiſe an addition of fees 
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to render that change practicable. He coneluded by moving a re- 
ſolution for leave to bring in * a bill for eſtabliſhing certain reg» 
lations in the offices of the Houſe of Commons.” 

Mr. ABBOT expreſſed his approbation of a meaſure that he 
wiſhed to ſee brought forward, as it tended to place the eſtabliſh- 
ments of the Houſe of Commons on a more reſpectable footing than 
ever, and would be the means of introducing perſons of much re- 
ſpeRability into all its offices. He expreſſed his ſatisfaction alſo at 
the ſuggeſtion of a ſuperannuated fund, and hoped to ſee all perſons 
who were found to be faithful in their duty amply rewarded. 

The reſolution then paſſed the Committee, the Houſe was re- 
ſumed, and the report ordered for "Tueſday. - 

The order of the day for the further conſideration, in a Com« 
mittee, of the vill for ſettling diſputes between maſters and miſ- 
treſſes and their menial ſervants, was moved; and the Houſe went 
into a Committee, 

Mr. SPEAKER noticed the progreſs of this bill : he gave to the 
honourable gentleman (Mr. P. Coke) ample praiſe for the motives 
which induced him to bring it forward, His own opinion (Mr. 
Coke's) would have highly recommended the introduction of the 
bill; but, in addition to this, it had the ſanction of a moſt reſpect- 


able body of magiſtrates, who thought it would be beneficial to the 


community. He, for his part, owned himſelf partial to many of 
its proviſions ; and it was painful to ſee buſineſs fo defeated as it 
appeared on the note-book of the Houſe, where might be ſeen re- 
iterated notes for weeks and months together on the further pro- 
ceedings of this bill. He admitted that ſome regulations were 
neceflary, though he felt himſelf repugnant to the introducing of 
legiſlation into domeſtic families. The bill in its preſent ſtate he 
thought would not anſwer the end propoſed ; and from the ad- 
vanced ſtate of the ſeſſion, there was no great hope that any effec- 
tual progreſs could be made in further proceeding upon it. He 
thought it beſt to defer ſuch a bill until next ſeſſion ; and in tha 
mean time other gentlemen might make up their minds on ſuch 


regulations as would moſt likely tend to carry the honourable 
gentleman's plan into effect. Should what he ſuggeſted meet 


with approbation, he would move that the Chairman ſhould leave 
the chair, and that no farther n ſhould be had upon the 
bill for this ſeſſion. 

Mr. PARKER COKE teſtified his feelings of reſpect for the 


ſuggeſtions of the right honourable the Speaker, and ſaid, that he 
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ceed in the Committee, introduce a few alterations, and then let the 
bill be the ground - work of further proceeding ; or on next ſeſſion 
move for leave for a Committee to examine and report upon ſuch 


regulations as may be thought expedient for the better regulation of 
ſervants and families. 


The SPEAKER ſaid, that the firſt propofition would not an- 
ſwer his expectation, as he muſt know the Committee could not 
bind the Houſe ; and it would introduce freſh diſcuſſion. He re- 
commended the other mode, and ſaid, that many very reſpeQable 
perſons were of the ſame opinion, that it was the beſt the honourable 
member could purſue. 

Mr. BUXTON ſupported this opinion, and faid, this bill 
would better ariſe from a Committee of the whole Houſe than from 
any individual. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE preſſed his former oppoſition to the bill, and 
adopted the opinion of the Houſe, which inclined much to the 

ng off the bill, and opening it next ſeſſion in a Committee. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL dwelt upon the extreme dif- 
ficulty and delicacy of framing proviſions for the regulation of 
private familics ; and concurred in opinion with the former gen- 
tleman. 

Sir W. MILNER faid, as a magiſtrate he ſpoke from experi- 
ence, and conſidered legiſlative interference highly delicate and im- 
portant, and great caution ſhould be applied in it. He thought the 
proviſion in favour of facilitating the payment of ſervants' wages 
beneficial ; of the other proviſions he did not approve. 

Mr. PARKER COKE adopted the ſuggeſtion wy moving for 2 
Committee on next ſeſſion ; and he hoped this would operate as 
notice of his intention, and that he -would not be called on to * 
notice again. He juſtified the bill in ſome points, and ſtated that 
it enabled a ſervant to recover wages to the amount of Sl. for the 
coſt of 1s. and not be ** to have recourſe to an expenſive 
action at law. 

Dr. LAURENCE vehemently preſſed the putting off the bill, 
and ſaid, that he was ſurpriſed the honourable framer of the bill 
would perſevere from day to day in ſuch thin Houſes ; and thought 
he had received ſufficient intimation of the ſentiments of the Houſe 
being adverſe to the bill. 

Mr. P. COKE ſaid, he had ſeen e voted away in | ſuch 
thin Houſes, and thought that no argument againft the meaſure. 


. ad ng 


the Houſe. 


i 


Joxz 16. 


DEBATES. 117 


Mr. W. DUNDAS called to order: all were agreed on the 
point, and yet all were getting into diſcuſſion. He moved that the 
Chairman ſhould leave the chair. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE roſe to renew his objeQions, when the 
queſtion was put and carried. The bill of courſe was loſt. 

The Collieries and Mine bill was read a third time, paſſed, and 
ordered to the Lords. 

A reſolution pafſed the Commiitee for the purpoſe of tepealing 
the duties on Perkumery. 


Monday, Fune 16. 


Mr. Chancellor PiTT brought up a communication from His 
Majeſty, which was an exemplification, under the great ſeal, 
ſtating the manner agreed upon for electing the Members of the 
Houſes of Parliament for Ircland, to ſerve in the United Parlia- 
ment, &c.—Ordered to be laid upon the table. 

Colonel STANLEY reported from the Committee of the whole 
Houſe, to whom it was referred to conſider of the report which was 
made from the Committee to whom the petition of Thomas 
Foden, of the city of Coventry, chymiſt and cotton manufacturer, 
was referred, the reſolution which the Committee had directed him 
to report to the Houſe ; which he read in his place, and afterwards 
delivered in at the table, where the ſame was read and 3 to 
by the Houſe, as follows: 

<« Reſolved, That the diſcovery made by Mr. Thomas Foden, 
of a chryſtalline ſize and paſte from vegetable and mineral ſub- 
ſtances, as a ſubſtitute for wheat flour in all purpoſes of manufac- 
ture where wheat flour is uſed, is likely to be attended with moſt 
important advantages to this kingdom, and may fave the uſe of 
wheat flour to a very conſiderable extent. 

« Reſolved, That an humble addreſs be prefented to Hi s Ma- 
jeſty, humbly to lay the ſaid reſolution before His Majeſty; and to 
requeſt that His Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to direct ſuch 
further inquiry to be made on the ſubject as ſhall be neceflary for 
aſcertaining whether the ingredients for making the ſaid ſubſtitute 
can be furniſhed in ſufficient quantities, and at ſuch reaſonable 
prices, as to afford a ſupply equal to the conſumption which may be 
required for the various manufaQures in which it may be uſeful ; 
and in caſe it ſhall appear that the faid diſcovery can be carried to 
ſuch an extent as to be of confiderable national advantage, to order 
ſuch ſum to be advanced to the faid Thomas Foden for that purpoſe 


as His Majeſty ſhall judge proper; and to affure- His Majeſty that 


this Houſe will make good the ſame;"—Agreed to, 2 
* 


/ 


Mr. BAG brought up the Report of the Committee on the 
ſubject of Waſte Paper. The reſolution being read and agreed to, 
and a queſtion put for bringing in a bill, 

Mr. JEKYLL wiſhed to know whether the ink was to be 
effaced from the paper, or the whole compofition was to be reduced 
to one maſs : for he thought the Houſe ſhuuld pauſe a while before 
they allowed the experiment to be made of effacing the ink from 
writing ; he ſaid this, becauſe he remembered about ten years ago, 
at Saliſbury, a trial in which a nobleman's eſtate was in queſtion; 
upon an allegation that the title deeds had been effaced by means of 
ſome art, and written over again to anſwer a dreadful purpoſe, and 
that nothing remained of the old deed but the names of the parties 
and the ſeal. To prove this, it was propoſed to call in a number of 
parchment makers, to ſhew how this could be effected; but Mr. 
. Juſtice Buller ſtopped the inquiry on the grounds of public danger, 
to which it ſeemed to lead. Mr. Jekyll therefore wiſhed to know 
whether the writing was to be effaced, or reduced to a maſs ? 

Mr. WILLIAM ADAM faid, the paper was to be reduced to 
its original ſtate of manufacture, that of a pulp. 

After a few words from Mr. Ros and Mr. Bracce, upon 
the importation of waſte paper, the queſtion was put and carried. 

Lord HAWKESBURY moved the order of the day for the 
ſecond reading of the bill for incorporating certain individuals into 
a ſociety, under the name of the © London Incorporated Society 


for the manufacture of flour, bread, &c.” which being read ac- 
cordingly, 
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inſtance, propoſe that the bill ſhould be read a ſecond time, and paſs 
through a Committee, before Counſel were heard againſt it, and 
which, unleſs the Houfe were diſpoſed to hear them at preſent, he 
ſhould oppoſe. From the general ſtatement circulated reſpecting 
the principle and provifions of the bill, he felt himſelf called upon 
to ſay ſomething on the ſubject; and in this early ſtage alſo to 
ſtate the real object of it. The bill provided in two parts for its 
reſpective objects: the firſt, for the manufacturing of flour, which 
concerns the intereſts of millers ; the next, for the baking of bread, 
which intereſts a numerous claſs of bakers.— There could be no 
objection in his mind to the principle of the bill, which had in view 
a reduction of the high price of flour. Whatever may be made to 
that part which affects the intereſt of the baker, this claſs of men 
was numerous, not opulent; and as ſuch one would not wiſh to 
* burt them in any degree in the profits which they gathered; and 

which, as the aſſize of bread was ſet, could not be very great at any 
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Lord HAWKESBURY faid, that he ſhould now, in the firſt. 
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time, He would wiſh to extend to them every protection; and 
would propoſe, that the ſociety in contemplation ſhould be limited 
in the number of the loaves they ſhould bake, and in the quality of 
them, confining them to bake ſtandard bread only, and thereby to 
bear as lightly as poſſible on the bakers. The ſituation of the mil- 
lers he conſidered as different from that of the claſs he had juſt de- 
ſcribed. —But left this bill ſhould be thought to bear hard upon 
them, the quantity of flour, as well as the capital of the ſeciety, 
could be reſtricted in ſuch a manner as to create no material injury 
in fair dealing to the miller.— The plan which was now propoſed 
was not new ; the experiment had been tried ; and for the five years 
that the Albion Mills exiſted, had been found to prove ſucceſsful. 
This his Lordſhip ſtated on the average price of flour for five years 
preceding the Albion Mills, and the five years of their exiſtence; 
and calculated a ſaving to the public of 100,000. a year in the ar- 
ticle of flour, This was a matter, he ſaid, of high and ſerious 
conſideration to the public, and as ſuch he ſhould lead them to 
conſider of ſuch meaſures that might lead to ſuch public bene- 
ficial effects. — There was another obſervation that he would 
preſs upon their attention; which was, that in 1796, at Birming- 
ham, where the ſcarcity prevailed moſt, the quartern loaf was to be 
purchaſed at 1s. 14d. when in the metropolis it ſold for 18. 3d. ; 
and this was a ſuthcient reaſon why the propoſition at this time 
ſhould be entertained by the Houſe. —He added then, that unleſs 
the caſe was ſuch as would render the calling in of Counſel at this 
ſtage neceſſary, he would wiſh that they ſhould not be called in 
until ſuch time as the bill was ſo modified in the Committee as 
to enable them to judge fully of its merits, and furgiſh them with 
a juſt and proper view of it in all its parts. 

Mr. PLUMER faid, that as the noble Lord fairly declared that 
he would have no objection to the calling in of Counſel, ſhould not 
a different ſentiment be exprefled on that point, he for one was 
of opinion that the calling in of Counſel in this ſtage of the bill was 
highly neceſſary. "The gentlemen who had aſſociated in the year 


1754, for the manufacturing of flour at the Albion Mills, had 


applied for a charter of incorporation ; Counſel were heard before 
the Attorney and Solicitor General, and they oppoſed it. — This, 

he thought, was a good argument why Counſel ſhould be heard 
immediately, and he thought ir unneceſfary to ſay more. There 
was one point, however, which he would reply to in the noble 


Lord's ſpeech ; which was, that, on the deſtruction of the Albion 


Mills, the price of flour fell: from this he would infer, that the 


general obſeryation of thoſe mills keeping down the price was not 
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jeſt, as the price of flour in March, at the time they were burnt, 
was higher than the ſucceeding November, when the trade returned 
into its uſual channel. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that no objection to the parties 
being heard by Counſel had yet been made. His noble friend 
(Lord Hawkeſbury) had ſtated clearly and diſtinQly, that the bill 
ſhould go into a Committee, in order to ſee whether the outline of 
it would not be ſuch as would remove the neceſſity of hearing 
Counſel, and preventing the parties from feeling thoſe apprehen- 
frons they were ſaid now to feel. His noble friend propoſed ſo to 
alter and modify it in the Committee, as to remove all doubts and 
objections, unleſs it could there be ſhewn that it was not in the 


power of the Houſe to prevent monopoly. He hoped the honour- 


able gentleman (Mr. Plumer) would not preſs fo prematurely for 
the hearing of Counſel, but would ſuffer the bill to go into a Com- 
mittee, where it might be ſo amended as to meet witk general ap- 
probation. There was one point on which the honourable gentle- 
man expreſſed his difference of opinion from his noble friend, in 
Rating that the price of flour fell ſhortly after the deſtruction of the 
Aldion Mills: this might have been accidental, from the ſeaſon, or 
from other cauſes ; and he thought it a fairer inference, to argue 
from the whole average of years, as his noble friend had done, than 
from one particular period. And if, from a fair compariſon of the 
price, as ſtated from the exiſtence of the mills, and during that ex- 
iſtence an average, he ſhould think it fair to conclude that the ex- 
iſtence of thoſe mills was beneficial to the public. On thoſe 
grounds he thought, on the general principle, that the bill ſhould 
go into a Committee, and that the Counſel could be then heard to 
more advantage. 


Mr. PLUMER faid, in explanation, that he thought the grant- | 


ing of a charter to ſuch gentlemen as were to form this ſociety, 
more likely to create monopoly than that a number of individuals 
unconneQed with one another could combine for ſuch a purpoſe. 
Mr. HOBHOUSE was of opinion that Counſel ſhould inſtantly 
be called, becauſe the millers were alarmed from the fear of their 
Property (which was very conſiderable) being endangered, and 
wiſhed therefore that their caſe ſhould-be ſtated fairly. They had 
quitted their buſineſs and come to town, which was diſadvantageous 
to themſelves, and materially ſo to the public, as the mills were 
ſtopt, and the ſcarcity may be increaſed. Should Counſel be now 


heard, they may eſtabliſh ſuch a caſe as may go to the principle of 
the bill, and prevent all further evil from it. He admitted, that 


when the Albion Milts were firſt built, and even ah ſome time 
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afterwards, there was a reduction in the price of flour, a reduction 
attended with heavy loſs to the proprietors : but when com- 
petition was removed by the blow which ſo great an eſtabliſhment 
gave to the trade of individuals, the price neceffarily roſe beyond 
its proper bounds. Hence it happened that flour, as was ſtated by 
his honourable friend (Mr. Plumer), fell in value from March, 


when theſe mills were deſtroyed, to the end of the year. He had 


a document in his hand to prove it, an extract from the books of 
the chamber of the city of London. He concluded with preſſing 
that Counſel ſhould be heard immediately. 

Mr. SPEAKER here obſerved, that the calling in of Counſel 
would form another queſtion : the motion before the Houſe was 
the ſecond reading of the bill, which muſt be diſpoſed of. 

Lord HAWKESBURY had no objection to. the hearing of 
Counſel : he ſaid, he only wifhed to poſtpone hearing Counſel till 
the bill went through a Committee, as they could then be moſt ad- 
vantageouſly heard. 

Mr. T. JONES ſaid, that if this bill, as now propoſed, mould 
operate in full foree, many thouſand families might be ruined by it. 


On the idea that the company having a large capital, and thereby 


being enabled to deal to more advantage for the public than indivi- 


duals can, he would remark, that in the anſwer that was given on 


the queſtion, why at Birmingham they could fell 20 per cent. 


cheaper from their incorporated ſociety than before, it appeared on 


evidence that no credit was given. It was on credit that the poor 


were enabled at preſent to go on, and this was a moſt material point 


for the conſideration of the Houſe at this junQure. Counſel, he 
thought, ſhould be heard as ſoon as poſſible. 


Mr. 'TTIERNEY aſked whether, after the ſecond reading was 


agreed to, the hearing of Counſel would be oppoſed ? if fo, he 
would object to the further proceedings. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, the queſtion was not whether the 
parties ſhould be heard or not ; but that the parties, as ſtated, 
could be heard moſt eanventently-i in a future ſtage of the bill. 

Mr. TIERNEY thought it would be more convenient to "or 
Counſel againſt it now. He condemned the bringing in a bi 
of this nature at ſo late a period of the ſeſſion, when many 
gentlemen had left town. Such a bill could not be neceſſary 
but on the ground of improper practices on the part of the 


millers ; and not one word of argument had been advanced to 


ſnew any ſuch thing, even in the ſmalleſt degree. It was a very 

unfair meaſure, he faid, with regard to the millers. Theſe incor- 

porated gentlemen could only loſe their ſhare of 251. a man, while 
Vor. XII. R | 
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their competitors may loſe their all. The noble Lord oppoſite to 
him had faid this was not a monopoly, becauſe it was only a tenth 
part of the conſumption. He, on the contrary, contended, that a 
tenth of the conſumption was a very large monopoly, and might be 
turned to the moſt miſchievous purpoſes. In fact, he ſaid, this 
was a meaſure which the Houſe ought not by any means to adopt, 
unleſs a very ſtrong caſe was made out ſhewing a neceſſity for it. 
The noble Lord, he ſaid, did not make a proper calculation reſpect- 
ing the cheapneſs of the Albion Mills, when he took the five years 
preceding their eſtabliſhment, and the five years that they exiſted, 
as his criterion ; he ought to have taken alſo the five years ſubſe- 
quent. He contended, that the cheapneſs of flour was not to be 
attributed to the Albion Mills. He had no doubt but there would 
be conſiderable ſpeculation as to theſe ſhares of 251. each, and that 
ſhrewd and ſpeculative men would buy up the ſhares of others, till 
ſo many got into few hands as to enable them to ſet their own price 
on their commodity. The prejudices againſt the millers and 

bakers were, he faid, very ill founded. Their profits were 
very ſmall. This bill was ſaid to have for its object the reducing 
of the price of bread ; but he could fee no ſuch conſequence likely 
to reſult from it. It was brought in at a late period of the ſeſſion ; 
and, before the ovens and other neceſſary buildings could be pro- 
vided by this company, there was every reaſon to hope that the pre- 
ſent ſcarcity would have ceaſed; fo that the object muſt be 
ſomething elſe than was pretended. He thought, indeed, it would 
have a direct contrary effect to reducing the price of bread. He 
thought it would be productive of very injurious conſequences ; he 
condemned the principle altogether, and would vote for the hear- 
ing of counſel againſt it immediately. 

Mr. ROSE denied that any fraud had been alleged againſt 
millers ; but ſaid it was competent to Parliament to incorporate 
any number of gentlemen it ſhould think expedient. A doubt cer- 
tainly had ariſen in the publie mind, whether flour had ſold as cheap 
as it ought to ſell at this ſeaſon ; and on this ſuggeſtion the bill 
was brought forward. In anſwer to the honourable gentleman's 
(Mr. Tierney's) obſervation on ſome ſhrewd perſons buying up the 
ſhares of the reſt, there was a clauſe in the bill precluding more 
than 40 ſhares in one hand. The objection made, on rejecting 
the' requeſt from the proprietors of the Albion Mills for a charter, 
| was juſtly made, as it was the application of certain individuals who 
mant ſolely their own profit. This bill had every limitation that 
it ought ; it granted but a profit of 10 per cent. for all. On the 
falling in of counſe], he ſaid, that coupſel could but at beſt ſpeak 
n 5 = 6 4.880 WY 
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againſt the bill as it now ſtood. The Houſe was informed by his 
noble friend, and other gentlemen, that it would be materially 


altered. The ſociety would be limited to the manufacture of 120 


or 150,000 quarters of wheat a year; it would alſo be limited to 


the baking of ſtandard houſehold bread ; and ſuch farther reſtrie- 


tions might be impoſed, that the bill would come out of the Com- 
mittee different from what it went in. The deferring of counſel 
would, fo far from waſting, ſave the time of the Houſe : the millers 
could then return to their work. He hoped the bill would be "= 
mitted to go on, 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, his main objection was to the incorpo- 
rating of individuals to ſpeculate at a certain riſk, and wiſhed 
them put on a footing with the former proprictors of the Albion 
Mills, and then let them ſpeculate for the public good. 

Mr. PERCIVAL faid, he would vote for the ſecond reading of 
the bill, though he doubted much the ſoundneſs of the principle. 
He aſcribed to the noble Lord (Hawkeibury) the beſt of motives, 
and would wiſh it togo into the Committee, where it might undergo 
ſuch alterations as might make it effeQual and politic. He had 
his doubts on the policy of incorporations, and eſpecially on the 
Birmingham Society. 

Mr. NICHOLS thought counſel ſhould be called in at once. 
The bill was bad in its principle ; it gave to perſons ſo incorporated 
an unfair advantage; as the law now ſtood, monopoly was im- 
poſſible. The art of man could not deviſe a better way of ſup- 
plying the metropolis than that at preſent adopted; and the bill 
now propoſed was an ac; of injuſtice to thoſe whoſe counſel were 
now waiting to be heard at the Bar. 

Mr. W. DUNDAS thought counſel ſhould be deferred, as 
they would have the advantage of making full objections when the 


grounds were enlarged, as would be the caſe in the future ſtages of 


the bill. 3-14 

Mr. BIDDULPH faid, he would vote for the bill. Every 
objection urged againſt the Birmingham Company was urged againſt 
this bill. They ſtate, that a ſtrong cafe ſhould be made out before 
this meaſure was adopted; and a ſtrong caſe, he would fay in return, 
could be made out againſt all the little mills and machinery through 
the country, The meaſure, he was ſure, was good, as the public 
were not obliged to confide in this new ſociety unleſs they were 
approved of by the public. He voted for the ſecond reading. 

Mr. SIMEON ſupported the reaſons already adduced for pro- 
ceeding in the bill, though he did not conſider himſelf ſs to 
vote for it through all its ſtages. 
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Sir WILLIAM PULTENELY faid, gentlemen propoſed by the 
bill to cheapen bread, and fo they might for a time; but the ob- 
jection is, that it may render bread ſo cheap as to hinder. bakers 
from going on: and after they have ſo done, they may take the 
profits of all they have ruined into their own hands. This would 


lower it at firſt, but afterwards the price would rife. It was difh- 


cult, when one company was eſtabliſhed on charter, to get back that 
charter, and difficult alſo to oppoſe one company to another. He 
had no objection to a general charter for all aſſiſtance for the public 
good. It was ſo abroad, where each man contributed a ſhare, and 
received a dividend. Monopoly firſt aroſe from the neceſſity of the 
Crown, and this is the remains of that neceſſity. His fear was, 
that at firſt it may make competition, and afterwards deſtroy it, and 
that Parliament would be compelled to raiſe other companies for this 


competition. He wiſhed to hear counſel at the preſent time, and 


afterwards that it ſhould be cloſely diſcuſſed, being a meaſure big 
with importance to the public. x 

Mr. H. THORNTON faid, that however reſpeQable the per- 
ſons might be that were incorporated, they would, moſt likely, truſt 
afterwards to agents ; this might occaſion much evil : he would 
vote for the ſecond reading, and the hearing of counſel. 

Mr. Alderman CURTIS profeſſed himſelf an enemy to all char. 
ters. He would not grant any charter that gave a preference. Com- 
petition was much wanted in the city, and he had no objection to 
the full extenſion of it to any number, and would moſt cheerfully 
ſubſcribe to any amount to promote it, but could not bring his mind 
to vote for the preſent bill. The queſtion, being called for, was put 
on the ſecond reading of the bill. 

The Houſe divided For it, 5 5; Againſt it, 27. | 

The queſtion was then put for the calling in of counſel at this 
ſtage, on which a ſecond diviſion followed For it, 27; Againſt 
it, 48. 

The bill was then ordered to be committed for Friday. 


— „ 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Tueſday, Fune 17. 


On the queſtion for the third reading of Pigot's Diamond bil 
(which goes to empower the heirs of the late Lord Pigot to diſpolc 


W 


of a certain very valuable diamond by way of lottery), 


The Duke of NORFOLK roſe to expreſs his diſapprobation of 
the meaſure. He cenſured the principle of private lotteries in ge- 
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neral, as encouraging one of the worſt ſpecies of gaming, and inter- 
fering with the State Lotteries, from which not only much financial 
benefit was derived, but which tended in no inconſiderable degree 
to depreſs gaming of a more pernicious tendeney. The bill in queſ- 
tion, he conceived, went to authoriſe one of the moſt indefenfible 
kinds of private lotteries, and for which, to his ſurprize, he had heard 
no one reaſon aſſigned during the ſeveral ſtages through which the. 
bill had proceeded in that Houſe. He felt it his duty to oppoſe it; 


he was aware that ſuch meaſures were not without precedent, but 


contended, that the bill in queſtion bore no compariſon with Mac- 
klin's lottery, which went to the relief of a perſon who entered upon 
a ſpeculation highly ſerviceable to the arts, had embarked a conſi- 
derable property therein, and from the peculiar circumſtances of his 
caſe was unqueſtionably entitled to the indulgence of the Legiſla- 
ture. Another meaſure of the kind alſo ſtruck his recollection, that 
of empowering Sir Aſhton Lever to diſpoſe of his valuable muſeum 
by way of lottery ; that, he alſo contended, was a caſe very differ- 
ent from the preſent ; the lots were compoſed of articles of various 
utility, and the ſcheme organized in ſuch a way as to induce, by 
the extenſive diſtribution of the lots, much public benefit, But let 
their Lordſhips conſider what was the caſe now under their conſi- 
deration? A diamond of extraordinary magnitude and value was 
purchaſed by the late Lord Pigot while in an officjal ſituation in 
India, with a view, as it w.uld appear, to uiſpoſe of it to conſider- 
able advantage in this country. He had no doubt 'of the jewel's 
having been moſt honovrably acquired, but ſtill it was on a ſpecu= 
lation in a true commercial ſpirit. To this property three or four 
perſons became entitled by the mode of teſtamentary deviſe, or ſome 
other way. They ſet forth the inconvenience that it is to them, 
ſtate their inability to diſpoſe of it in the uſual way: and on theſe 
grounds alone (truly commercial) they apply to the Legiſlature for 
leave to diſpoſe of it by way of lottery ; that is, they requeſt per- 
Miſſion to raiſe, by that engine, on an already overburdened public, 
the ſum of 22,0001. or at leaſt from ſuch individuals among the 
public as were fools enough to part with two guineas for the poſſible 
chance of being poſſeſſed of this very valuable diamond. Upon 
the whole, he not only had not heard a reaſon aſſigned, but 
could not himſelf ſuggeſt any, for paſſing ſuck a bill, the enaQting 
of which would add to the precedents for meaſures of a very perni- 
cious nature, and in an inſtance where there was no fort of preten- 
fion for ſoliciting the indulgence of the Legiſlature, He muſt there- 
fore oppoſe the third reading of the bill. 
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Aſter an interval of ſome time, during which a general ſilence 
prevailed, his Grace went to the woolſack and conferred with the 
Lerd Chancellor and other Peers, in an under tone of voice ; after 
which he returned to his place, and ſaid, that as he obſerved there 
were no Lords preſent who appeared acquainted with the merits of 
the caſe, or were ſupporters of the bill, he would not then preſs a 
motion for the rejection of the bill; but, in order to give noble 
Peers an opportunity of attending, merely propoſe to defer the 
third reading to a future day, which his Grace fixed for Thurſday 
ſe'nnight ; and having moved accordingly, the third reading of the 
Þill was poſtponed till that day. 

The Duke of PORTLAND preſented a meſſage from His 
Majeſty reſpecting certain property and eſtates purchaſed by, or 
veſting in the King or the Queen Conſort, and touching the laws 
relative to the alienation of the ſame—| For the Meſſage. ſee the 
Proceedings of the Houſe of Commons |—and recommending it to their 
Lordſhips to take the ſame into their conſideration, and make ſuch 
proviſions therein as they ſhould deem proper. 

After the meſſage was read from the woolſack, 

The Duke of PORTLAND moved an addreſs to His Ma- 
zeſty on the occaſion, aſſuring him that the Houſe would take the 
points referred to in His Majeſty's meſſage into their ſpeedy conſi- 
deration. , 1 

The Addreſs was voted nem. dis. and the Lords with white 
ſtaves were ordered to attend His Majeſty, and learn when he 
vould be pleaſed to be waited on with the ſame. 


— — ——— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tueſday, Fune 17. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, that His Majeſty's moſt gracious 
meſſage to this Houſe of the 2d day of April laſt, communicating tb 


this Houſe the reſolutions and addreſs of the two Houſes of the Par- 


liament of Ireland, reſpecting a Union of the kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland; the entries in the votes of this Houſe, of the 
reſolutions of both Houſes of Parliament reſpecting the ſaid Union, 
with the proceedings thereupon ; the entries in the votes of this 
Houſe, of the ſeveral countervailing duties on certain goods imported 
from Ireland into Great Britain, and from Great Britain into Ire- 
land, together with the addreſſes to His Majeſty thereupon ; and 
an act paſſed in the preſent ſeſſion of the Parliament of Ireland, 
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intituled, An AQ to regulate the mode by which the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and the Commons, to ſerve in the Parliament of the 


under the great ſeal of Ireland was yeſterday preſented to the Houſe, 
might be read; and the ſame being read accordingly, 
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United Kingdom, on the part of Ireland, ſhall be ſummoned and 
returned to the ſaid Parliament,” the exemplification of which 


Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid he had merely to ſtate in few 
words, that the bill he ſhould propoſe to bring in would contain a 
recital of the reſolutions of the two Houſes, and of the act paſſed 
in the Iriſh Parliament. He then moved for leave to bring in a 
bill for the Union of Great Britain and Ireland ; which being agreed 
to, Meſſrs. Pitt, Dundas, Windham, Ryder, Lord Hawkeſbury, 
and W. Dundas, were directed to prepare and bring in the ſame. 
Mr. Pitt afterwards brought up the ſaid bill, which was read a firſt 
time. He then moved, that the bill be read a ſecond time to- 
morrow, and printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Chancellor PiTT acquainted the Houſe, that he had a meſ- 
ſage from His Majeſty to the Houſe, ſigned by His Majeſty ; and 
he preſented the ſame, which was read by Mr. Speaker, and was as 
follows : 


GEORGE R. 


His Majefly being informed that duubts have ariſen touching the 
powers veſted in His Majeſty to diſpoſe of certain eflates purchaſed by 
His Majeſty, and alfo concerning the powers of His Majeſty, and his 
ſucceſſors, to diſpoſe of | ſuch real property as they may hereafter pur- 
chaſe, or may become entitled to otherwiſe than by deſcent with the 
Crown, and alſo touching the application of, and ſucceſſion to, ſuch per- 
ſonal property as His Majeſty and his ſucceſſirs may be entitled to at 
the time of his or their demiſe ; and that doubts have alſo ariſen touch- 
tag the powers veſted in the Queen to diſpoſe of certain eſtates purchaſed 
by Her Majeſty, as well as the general powers of the Queen conſort ts 
diſp:ſe of real and perſonal property: and His Majeſty being alſo in- 
formed, that, by reaſon of the reſtrictions impoſed on the alicnation of the 
crown lands, difficulties have ariſen where lands eſcheated to His M- 
Jefly have been ſubject to truſts or charges, and that, in other caſes, in- 
conveniences may ariſe from ſuch refiriftions ; His Majefly recommends 
to his faithful Commons, to take theſe Jubjefs into their conſideration, 
and to make ſuch proviſions. concerning the ſame as may appear to them 
to be proper. G. R. 


Mr. Chancellor Pirr then moved, that His Majeſty's moſt . 


gracious meſſage be taken into the conſideration of the whole Houſe 
nnn dered, } 


— — 
— 


— _ 


2 — 


— . - 
— — —— 


- - 
* BY WII m—_— — — 22 % — o 2 . ” — - * —— — — — of — 
D ww , > Lax — 0 3 . 1 Ow" . | N r | FF : - * 
» * * 1 — w r = + — + wt FE 1 4 1 8 
— n — 4 * 88 _ * 7 TE - — a — I 7 — . 4c! 3 — 
4 — = R—_ F* = Fy bd l — -+ 4 J = > -- 
— Ne. % % — I - > om > = \ = = —_ * o "— "= « .- 
- \ \ = l - ez — — — — 
* — 


— — — 


— 3 rg nr ht 


Fug 


i 
n : 
4.6 
* 
5 


128 PARLIAMENTARY [Coumoxs.' 


Mr. PERCIVAL roſe, and ftated his full eonviction that ſome- 
thing ought to be done by the Legiſlature, to amend and alter the 
law as it now ſtood relative to adultery ; and though the late mo- 
tion to that effect had miſcarried, he was well aſſured that the fate 
of that bill had given great concern to many ſerious and thinking 
perſons who had turned their thoughts to the ſubject. Mr. Per- 
cival obſerved, that both ſides of the Houſe on that queſtion ſeemed 
to agree in this, that ſome alteration of the preſent law was deſire- 
able. All he wiſhed at preſent was, to requeſt that gentlemen would, 
in the courſe of the enſuing receſs, bear this important ſubject i in 
their minds ; while he would give notice, that it was his intention 
to bring forward -a mation on the _ in the courſe of the next 
ſeſſion of Parliament, 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that the view he entertained of the ſub- 
ject differed from what the honourable gentleman had ſtated to be 
that of thoſe with whom he had conſulted. He had never ſaid 
that nothing ſhould be done on this ſubject; but he had argued 
that nothing ſalutary or effectual could be done by going into a 
Committee on that rejected bill; and that, under the preſent cir- 
cumſtances, no good could be obtained by altering the law as it 
now ſtood. 

Mr. PERCIVAL in reply obſerved, that, in the —_ of the 
late debate, it had been admitted on all fides that the crime of 
adultery ought to be puniſhed ; that the only mode by which this 
crime could at preſent be puniſhed was exceptionable ; ; and from 
thence aroſe a neceſſity for altering the law. 

Mr. SHERIDAN preſented petitions from the journeymen work- 
men of Briſtol, Bath, and Plymouth, praying the repeal of the act 
of laſt ſeſſion. for preventing combinations amongſt journeymen 
workmen. | 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that he had examined that act; he 
found that it created a new crime, and he thought it was exceed- 
ingly oppreſſive > he then gave notice, that he ſhould move on an 
early day for taking thefe petitions into conſideration, 

Sir H. P. S. MILDMAY having moved the order of the day 
for the Houfe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee on the bill for better 
regulating the Roman Catholic Monaſtic Inſtitutions lately eſta- 
bliſhed in this country, 

Mr. SHERIDAN expreſſed a wiſh that the further progreſs of 
this bill might be ſuſpended for a few days, and a confidence that 
the well-known candour of the honourable mover would not permit 
him to oppoſe that wiſh ; eſpecially when he affured him, that, in 
the interval propoſed, ſuch authentic information would be made 
ready to be laid before the Houſe as would fully ſatisfy the honourable 


\ 
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mover and ſeconder of this meaſure, that there was not 10 leaſt 
neceſſity for preſſing it further. He was alſo anxious that the diſ- 
coſſion of this queſtion might be deferred for a few days, as many 
gentlemen whom he knew to be adverſe to the bill were now de- 


tained in the country for no mean object; as by their preſence they 


were countenancing and encouraging the laudable ſpirit of agricul- 
tural purſuits ; but they would return to town in a few days, and 
attend in their places in this diſcuſſion. 

It was then agreed that the Committee on the bill ſhould be 
deferred till ** next. 


Thurſday, June 19. 


Mr. Lox preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to order, 

An account of the ordinary revenues and extraordinary reſources 
conſtituting the public income of Great Britain, for the year ended 
the 5th of January i8oo ; diſtinguiſhing England from Scotland ; 
and diſtinguiſhing, under each head of revenue, the amount of the 
groſs receipt, the rate per centum for collecting the ſame, and the 
nature and amount of the payments out of the groſs receipt on each 
head reſpeQively ; diſtinguiſhing alſo the amount of the net pro- 
duce, and the rate per centum for colleQing the ſame, and the na- 
ture and amount of the payments out of the net produce on each 
head reſpeQively ; diſtinguiſhing alſo the payment into the ex- 
chequer ; and the amount of the balances or bills in the hands of 
the ſeveral officers of the revenue on the 5th days of January 1799 
and 1800 reſpectively, applicable to, or ariſing from, the revenues 
of the ſaid year; together with the amount of the balance romain- 
ing in the exchequer on the 5th of January 1799 and 1800 re- 
ſpectively, whether appropriated or unappropriated ; and the amount 
of the exchequer bills, navy bills, and tranſport bills, iſſued for the 
public ſervice between the days above- mentioned, and not redeemed 
within that period — inclofing, 

Appendix (A). An account of the total net produce paid into the 
exchequer of the dutles of cuſtoms, diſtinguiſhing as far as poſſible 
the produce on every ſeparate article, the duties on which ſhall have 
amounted to t oool. or more in the four quarters ended the 5th 
January 1800. 

Appendix (B. 1). An account of the groſs actual receipt in 
money, charges of management, and taxes re-paid to officers, ex- 
ports, allowances, bountics, penſions, net produce, and payments 


into the exchequer of the dutics of exciſc and malt annual, of Eng- 


land, in the year ending * January 1800; * 
Vor. XII. 8 
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groſs receipt, net-produce, and net payments into the 1 of 
each article, in the ſaid year. | 

Appendix (B. 2). An account of the groſs actual receipt in 
money, charges of management, exports, allowances, bounties, pen- 
fions, net produce, and remittances to the commiſſioners of exciſe, 
London, of the duties of exciſe, tobacco annual, and malt annual, 
between 5th January 1799 and 5th January 1800; diſtinguiſh- 
ing the groſs receipt, net produce, and remittances to London, of 
each article, in the ſaid year: alſo a ſtate of the payments out of 


the revenue of exciſe, under the authority of warrants from the 


barons of exchequer to the receiver-gcneral of the crown rents and 
caſualties in Scotland, diſtinguiſning the ſeveral purpoſes and 
branches of the revenue, ſo paid over, from 5th January 1799 to 
5th January 1800. 

Appendix B. 3). An account of the monics paid into the ex- 
chequer in the year ending the 5th January 1800, by the receiver- 


general of exciſe in England, on account of bills remitted by the 


Teceiver-general of the exciſe in Scotland; diſtinguiſhing each 
article. 8 

Appendix (C. 1). An account of the groſs and net produce, 
and payments into the exchequer, of the duties ariſing from ſtamps 
in England in the year ending the 5th January 1800; diſtinguiſh- 
ing the heads. 

Appendix = 2). An account of the groſs and net produce of 
the ſtamp duties in North Britain, and of the remittances and pay- 
ments thereout, between the 5th day of January 1799 and the 5th 
day of January 1800; diſtinguiſhing each duty, and each head of 
payment. 

Appendix (C. 3). An account of the balances in the "REN of 
the ſeveral diſtributors of ſtamps in Great Britain, and in the hands 
of the receiver-general in London, on the 5th day of January 
1799, and on the 5th day of January 1800; diſtinguiſhing the 
town from the country, and alſo diſtinguiſhing Scotland, 8 

Appendix (C. 4). An account of the ſeveral ſums of money 
paid in the year ending the 5th of January 1800, into the ex- 
chequer, by the receiver-general of the ſtamp duties, on account of 


monies remitted by the head diſtributor of ſtamps in Scotland ; 


diſtinguiſhing each duty. 
Appendix (D. 1).. An account of the groſs and net proddce and 
payments into the exchequer, and to the receiver-general of the 


cuſtoms, of the ſeveral taxes in England and Wales, including the 
income tax, and the balances ariſing from the aid and contribution 


tax; with the ſeveral Tums of money paid out of the ſaid taxes on 
5 - 2 


Js. 
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account of militia and deſerters warrants, bounties on flax and 
hemp, and charges of management, between the 5th day of Janu- 


ary 1799 and the 5th th of January I800; diflinguiſhing 
each tax. 

Appendix (D. 2). An account of the groſs and net produce and 
payments into the exchequer and cuſtoms of the ſeveral duties in 
Scotland, and alſo of the ſeveral ſums of monics paid out of the ſaid 
tax s on account of militia and deſerters warrants, bounties on flax 
and hemp, and charges of management, between 5th January 1799 
and 5th January 1800. 

Appendix (D. 3). An account of the balances in the hands of 
the receivers: general of the land and aſſeſſed taxes on the 5th day of 
January 1799 and the 5th day of January 1800. 

Appendix (D. 4). An account of the balances or monies due to 
the Crown remaining in the hands of the receiver-general of the 
land and aſſeſſed taxes for Scotland on the 5th day of January 
1799 and the 5th day of January 1800. 

Appendix (E. 1). An account of the groſs and net — and 
payments into the exchequer of the revenue ariſing from the poſt- 
office in England for the year ending 5th January 1800, together 
with the payments thereout on account of management; diſtin- 
guiſhing the inland from the packet boat charges; likewiſe the 
amount of the penſtons and parliamentary grants paid out of the re- 
venue of the poſt-office, together with the amount of the Britiſh 
poſtage collected in Ireland, and the packet eſtabliſhment, with the 
4000l. per annum in lieu of packet paſſage and difference of ex- 
change, which are placed to the debt of Great Britain ; alſo the 
amount of the Iriſh poſtage collected in Great Britain, together with 
an account of the balances due from, or remaining in, the hands of 
the deputy poſtmaſters in England, the deputies under the foreign 
office, the penny poſt-office, and receiver-general, on the 5th Janu- 
ary 1799 and 5th January 1800; alſo, an account of monies paid 
into the exchequer between 5th Jan. 1799 and 5th Jan. 1800 on 
account of bills or other remittances from the revenue of the poſt- 
office in Scotland ; alfo, an account of the groſs and net produce and 


remittances to the receiver-general of the poſt-office in England, 


ariſing from the revenue of the poſt- office in Scotland, between the 
Sth January 1799 and 5th January 1800, together with the 
amount of the payments of the ſaid revenue on account of manage- 
ment, or any other account ; alſo, an account of the balances or 
monies due to the public from the deputy poſtmaſters of Scotland, 


and the deputy poſtmafter-general, on the 5th J my 1799 and 


the 5th — 1800. 
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Appendix (E. 2). An account of the balances due from, or re- 
maining in the hands of, the deputy poſtmaſters of England, the 
deputies under the foreign office, the penny poſt-office, and the 
receiver-general, on the 5th January 1799 and the 5th January 
1800; alſo, an account of the balances due to the public from the 
deputy poſtmaſters of Scotland, and the deputy poſtmaſter-general 


on the 5th January 1799 and 5th January 1800. 


Appendix (F. 1). An account of the groſs and net produce and 
payments into the exchequer of the duty of one ſhilling in the pound 
on ſalaries and penſions received by Mr. John Lane, as receiver of 
the ſaid duty in England, for the year ended the 5th January 
1800; alſo, - 

Accounts of Richard Howard, Eſq. receiver-general of the duty 
of one ſhilling in the pound on penſions and ſalaries, ſtating his 
balances on the 5th January 1799 and 5th January 1800, with 
charges of management. 


Appendix (F. 2). An account of the groſs and net produce and 


payments into the exchequer of the duty of one ſhilling in the pound 


on penſions and ſalaries in Scotland in the year ended 5th January 
I800, with the ſeveral payments thereout on account of manage- 
ment, &c. ; as alſo the amount of the balances on the 5th January 
1799 and 5th January 1800, whether arifing from the produce of 


the year 1799, or of any preceding year. 


Appendix (G). An account of the groſs produce of the deduc- 
tions of ſix-pence in the pound on penſions and ſalaries in England 
and Scotland, diſtinguiſhing each, for the year ending the 5th of 


January 1800, together with the ſeveral payments thereout, either 


into the exchequer, or on account of management ; alfo, the 
amount of the balances due by or to the receiver-general of the 
ſaid deduQions, on the 5th of January 1799 and on the 5th of 
January 1800. 

Appendix (H). An account of the groſs aQual receipt of money, 
net produce and payments into the exchequer of the revenue ariſing 
from hackncy coaches and chairs, and the charges of management, 


within the year ending 5th January 1800, with the amount of the 


balance in the hands of the receiver of the ſaid revenue on the 5th 
January 1799 and 5th January 1800. 

Appendix (I). An account of the groſs receipt, net produce, and 
net payments into the exchequer, arifing from licences granted to 
hawkers and pedlars, together with the amount of the charges of 


1 management, in the year ended 5th January 1800; alſo, an 


account of the balances which were in the hands of the general- 
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receiver of the ſaid revenue on the 5th January 1799 and Sth 
January 1800. 

Appendix (K). Alienation-office—An account of the groſs and 
net produce and payment into the exchequer, and the clerk of the 
hanaper, on account of prefines, and the amount of the balances in 
the hands of the receiver-general at the end of Hilary Term 1799 
and Hilary Term 1800. 

Appendix (L). An account of the amount of the produce of poſt- 
fines received by John Jenkinſon, Eſq. ſurveyor and receiver- 
general of the greenwax money, between the 5th of January 1799 
and the 5th January 1800. 

Appendix (M). An account of the ſeveral ſums of money re- 
ceived at the exchequer, in the year ended the th January 1800, 
on account of rent of alum-mines and of light-houſes, on account 
of monies ariſing from ſeizures of uncuſtomed and prohibited goods, 
on account of compoſitions, on account of profers, and on account of 
all monies paid into the exchequer other than thoſe ariſing from the 
public revenue. 

Appendix (N. 1). An account of the balances due to the public 


from the receivers- general of the land revenues for England and 


Wales on the 5th day of January 1799, with the net amount of all 
ſubſequent receipts from thence to the 5th of January 1800, and 
alſo of what payments have been made thereout by each accountant 
between thoſe periods, deducing the balances therefrom, to the 5th 
of January 1800. 


Appendix (N. 2). An account of the two half-ycarly dividends 


of ſtock purchaſed by the ſale of crown rents by Thomas Cotton 
and William Mitford, Eſquires, attornies for receiving the faid 
dividends on ſtock, with the amount of the payments made by them, 
and to what purpoſes applied, in the year ended the 5th of January 
1800; together with an account of the balances in the hands of the 
ſaid Thomas Cotton and William Mitford, Eſquires, on 5th of 
January 1799 and 5th of January 1800. 


Appendix (N. 3). An account of fines paid for leaſes of crown 


lands within the year ending 5th January 1800. 

Appendix (O). An account of the ſums received into the ex- 
chequer, by way of lottery, between the 5th January 1799 and 
5th January 1800; together with the amount of the ſeveral pay- 
ments thereout on account of prizes, and likewiſe for charges of 
management; alſo an account of the net profit to the public, 

Appendix (P), Caſh account for the Engliſh and Iriſh lotteries 
from the 5th January 1799 to the 17th April 1800, | 
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Appendix (Q). An account of money received by voluntary 
contributions between 5th January 1799 and 5th January 1800, 

Appendix R. An account of the total ſums of money which 
have been paid into the exchequer, on account of public loans, 
between the 5th day of January 1799 and the 5th day of January 

1800. 

Ordered, That the ſaid accounts do lie upon the table; and that 
ſuch a number of copies be printed as ſhall be ſufficient for the uſe 
of the members of the Houſe, | 

Mr. BrAaGGE reported from the Committee of the whole Houſe, 
to whom it was referred to conſider of granting additional dutics on 
- ſpirits diſtilled in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, the 
. reſolutions which the Committee had directed him to report to the 

Houſe, which he read. in his place, and afterwards delivered in at 
the table, where the ſame were read and agreed to by the TI 
and are as follow, viz. | 

Reſolved, That the duties of exciſe now payable for or in reſpect 
of ſtills uſed for diſtilling low wines or ſpirits, and for reQifying, 

* compounding, or mixing ſpirits for conſumption in that part of 
Great Britain called Scotland, and for making ſpirits for exportation 
from that part of Great Britain called England to that part of 
Great Britain called Scotland, and for or in reſpeQ of Britiſh ſpirits 

diſtilled for conſumption in that part of Great Britain called Scot- 
land, and of unmalted grain uſed in diſtillation in that part of 
Great Britain called Scotland (except in the —_— diſtri), do 
ceaſe and determine. 

Reſolved, That an annual duty of one hundred and eight pounds 
per gallon be charged upon the. content of every till uſed for 
making ſpirits for home conſumption from malt, corn, grain, or 
Britiſh materials, in that part of Great Britain called Scotland (ex- 
cept in the Highland diſtri). 

Reſolved, That an annual duty of fix hundred and ſeventy 
pounds per gallon be charged upon the content of every ſtill uſed 
in making ſpirits in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, from 
melaſſes or ſugar, for conſumption therein. 

Reſolved, That an annual duty. of ſeven hundred and fixty 
pounds be charged upon the content of every ſtill uſed in making 
ſpirits in that part.of Great Britain called Scotland, from other 
foreign materials for conſumption therein, 

Reſolved, That an annual duty of one hundred and eight pounds 
be charged upon the content of every ſtill uſed for rectifying, com- 


pounding, or mixing ſpirits in that part of Great Britain called 
Scotland, for conſumption therein. 
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Reſolved, That a duty of ſix- pence be charged upon every gallon 
of ſpirits diſtilled in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, for 


conſumption therein; 


Reſolved, That a duty of two-pence halfpenny be charged upon 
every gallon of worts or waſh brewed or made in that part of 
Great Britain called Scotland (except in the Highland diſtri), for 
extraQing ſpirits from malt, corn, grain, or Britiſh MR for 
conſumption therein. 

Reſolved, That a duty of two-pence halfpenny be FEATS. upon 
every gallon of worts or waſh brewed or made in that part of Great 
Britain called Scotland, for extrading ſpirits from melaſſes or ſugars 
for conſumption therein. 

Reſolved, That a duty of two- pence halfpenny be nat upon 
every gallon of worts or waſh brewed or made in that part of Great 
Britain called Scotland, for extracting ſpirits from other foreign 
materials, for conſumption therein. 


Reſolved, That a duty of three ſhillings be ha upon every | 


gallon of ſpirits diſtilled in that part of Great Britain called England, 
and imported into that part of Great Britain called Scotland. 
Reſolved, That it is expedient that two acts made in the thirty- 
eighth and thirty-ninth years of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for 
the regulation of the diſtilleries in that part of Great Britain called 


Scotland, which were to continue in force until the 1oth day of 


November 1 800, ſhould be further continued. 
Ordered, That a bill be brought in upon the ſaid reſolutions ; 


and that Mr. Bragge, Mr. Roſe, Mr. Long, and Mr. Douglas, do 
prepare and bring in the ſame. 


ä 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, June 20. | 


The royal aſſent was given, by commiſſion, to ſixty- ſeven bills 


of various deſcriptions. Among them were the following State bills 


and important acts: the Income Tax Bill—the Lottery—the. 


Judges' Salaries—the Rye Importation Duty the Blubber Duty 
—the Public Accountants—the Cuſtoms Regulation - the Entailed 


Eſtates—the Wet Docks—the Ruſſell Square—the Aſylum In- 


corporation—and the Vagrant Bills. 


The Lords Commiſſioners on this occaſion were the Lord 5 


Chancellor, the: Duke of Portland, and Earl Spencer. 
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' HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, Fune 20. 


Mr. Chancellor PttT moved the order of the day for the Houſe 
to reſolve itſelf into a Committee on the bill for the Union between 
Great Britain and Ireland : which being read, the Houſe reſolved 
itſelf accordingly ; Lord Temple in the chair. The bill then paſſed 
through the Committee, the report was brought up, and ordered to 
be received on Monday next. 

Sir Jon ANDERSON moved the order of the day for the 
third reading of the bill for rendering more effectual the act of 
James I. and ſubſequent ftatutes for the recovery of ſmall debts in 
the city of London; which being read, 

Mr. JEK YLL ſaid he roſe to oppoſe the bill, and regretted that 
one of ſuch importance ſhould be brought forward at ſo late a pe- 
riod of the ſeſſion, now near its end. 

A meſſage from the Lords defiring the attendance of the Com- 
mons to hear a commiſſion read, authoriſing certain commiſſioners 
to notify the royal aſſent to ſeveral bills, interrupted Mr. Jekyll and 
called off the Houſe to the Houſe of Peers. 

The SPxAKER, when he returned, acquainted the Houſe that 
the royal aſſent was given to the Lottery Bill, the Income Bill, and 
to a number of private bills. | 

Mr. JEKYLL then reſumed, and ſaid that he ſtood in need of 
no apology for the objections he ſhould now make to this bill, as 
they were ſuch as he made before in 1795 and 1796, when the 
fame worthy Alderman (Anderſon) had attempted to carry bills 
fimilar to this, but which from the objeQions he made at that time, 
with the aid and aſſiſtance of a right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt) whom he did not now ſee in his place, and who then oppoſed 
the latter meaſure, the worthy Alderman was obliged to abandon 
and withdraw it. He was ſurpriſed the honourable member ſhould 
bring it forward again, as it did not deſerve encouragement. Mr. 
Jekyll gave a ſhort abſtract of the riſe and progreſs of courts of re- 
queſts ; the firſt of which, he ſaid, originated in an order of coun- 
cil, which was no great recommendatiori'#o favour, and from what 
he knew and heard of them, ſo far was he from extending their ju- 
riſdiction to the ſum of 51. that he wiſhed a bill was brought in for 
the abolition of them altogether. The perſons who ſat as judges, 
he ſaid, were incompetent ; there was much injuſtice-in ſuch dect- 
bons; the parties were examined upon oath, and believed: thid 
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led to perjury, jobbing, intrigue, and diſhoneſty, and thus the object 
and end of the ſuit was defeated. The court of requeſts in the city 
of London was compoſed of the common council ; he did not wiſh 
« to tell the ſecrets of the priſon-houſe,” but would fay, that this 
bill might become, in the hands of ſuch, an engine of oppreſſion. 
The Houſe ſhould pauſe before it paſſed ſuch a bill, and the more 
eſpecially when their exiſted two courts of record already, namely, 
the Lord Mayor's and Sheriff's courts, where they proceeded by 
Judges and a jury. Should the expence of thoſe courts be made an 
objection, that expence could be reformed by the court, as it was 
not ſuch as aroſe from the neceflary expences of the ſuit, but ſuch as 
the courts had impoſed and made. The expences of ſuit in thoſe 
courts were ſmall ; the jury was impannelled at the rate of two- 
pence per juror, and the parties had the full benefit of the trial by 
jury. He lamented that the objection which lay againſt thoſe 


Joxs 20.] 


| courts, lay, in a great meaſure, againſt all courts, where the coſts in 


them were a great ſcourge to the community, But as the courts 
were competent to bring down thoſe coſts, he would aſk why the 
worthy Alderman had not turned this in his mind, and effected 
a reform in this point, leaving the conftitutional parts ſound and 
entire behind for the benefit of the ſubject? On this ſubject he 
did not mean to ſpeak at random, as ſuch a uſeful reform was intro- 
duced in the court of Whitechapel, a court under a particular 
franchiſe, by a reſpectable gentleman, the common ſerjeant, by a bill 
brought into Parliament for that purpoſe, preſerving to-it the trial 
by jury, and the allowance of two-pence to each juror. He thought 
it better to imitate this bill, than to frame one for extending the 
Juriſdiction of the preſent courts. Should this bill paſs into a law, 
all the petty courts throughout- the kingdom would apply for the 
ſame extenſion of power, to the injury of right and juſtice, The 
ſum of 51. was ſet up in the bill, the ſum to which the juriſdiction 
of the court is to reach, inſtead of 40s. by way of ratio; but on 
this principle there would be room opened for altering the rates in 
other concerns, and thus the landmarks of the law would be inſen- 
ſibly removed, and the limits broken down. He underſtood that not 
one of the city officers, nor of the twelve judges, had been even con- 
ſulted on this bill, which was to him, he ſaid, extraordinary. He 
aſked, whether the propoſers of the bill were aware, that caſes 
might ariſe, by this new extenſion of power, of which thoſe who 
were to judge would be altogether ignorant, wholly diſqualified to 
determine cauſes ariſing on the ſtatute of limitations, &c. &c. This 


ſurely was ſufficient to call up ſome conſideration before ſuch a 
bill was paſſed, and ought to induce the Houſe to reflect on it, as 
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muſt throw the JuriſdiQion of ſuch cauſes into hands diſqualified 
to manage them. 
The MASTER OF THE ROLLS ſaid, that he never heard, 


[ CowMoxs, 


nor underſtood, that any objection was ever made againſt the ad- 


miniſtration of juſtice in the courts of requeſt of London. The 
objeQion, he ſaid, was to the extending the juriſdiction from the 
ſum of 40s. to 51. and to enable perſons without, as well as thoſe 
within the city, to apply for the recovery of debts within the city, 
There is no farther interference with the law as it ſtands ; it gives 
no juriſdiction over aQions for aſſaults, &c.; and though he con- 
feſſed he agreed moſt cordially with the honourable gentleman (Mr, 
Jekyll) in praiſe of juries, yet that would not lead him to the aboli. 
tion of thoſe courts, as, in many inſtances, it would leave the party 
aggrieved without remedy, as there would be no alternative between 
the abſolute loſs of a ſmall ſum of money, from the expences of an 
action at Jaw, and the eaſy recovery by a ſummary proceeding. The 
queſtion then was, to what extent the juriſdiction ſhould go? and 
on that it ſhould be conſidered, that the ſum of 51. is not equivalent 
to 40s. in value, relatively conſidered with reſpect to the times, and 
would gentlemen give no right for a ſummary recovery between 
40s. and 5l. He commented on the courts which were juſt de- 
ſcribed ; he faid he would extend his inquiries concerning them: 
but on the view of ſuch juries, of juries who attended for two-pence 
a man, he was led to aſk, what uſe there could be in fuch juries, who 
attended for this price, and to whom, he underſtood, it was an in- 
ducement to attend; and what influence could ſuch a judge as 
mentioned have over ſuch juries? Such a jury, he would ſuppoſe, were 
always ready to fly in the face of the judge, the law, and the fact; 


and, as ſuch, he did not ſee that theſe courts could be one jot better 


than thoſe which the honourable gentleman (Mr. Jekyll) deſcribed 
as ſo corrupt. He would ſtate the advantage, in point of coſts, 
that would ariſe from this bill, and that was, that no coſts could 
exceed 5s. Iod. The courts deſcribed in preference exceeded 
double that ſum, and, in ſome actions which were tried in thoſe 
courts, the coſts turned out to be treble the amount of the original 
debt. This limitation of the coſts was a great improvement, 3 


- they cannot excced the ſum firſt ſpecified ; and ſhould give the pre- 


ference to the plan propoſed over the Sheriff's court, which he de- 

ſcribed as expenſive and vexatious. Such an a& as this has jul 

paſſed in Scotland, and met with approbation 3 ; and he thought the 

preſent bill entitled to every attention. 

Sir J. ANDERSON faid it was impoſſible to add any thing to 

the arguments of his right honourable friend. He would 4 
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ſtate, that, on a relative value, 51. was not ecnivalent to the antient 


408.; and that the courts of the city of London for the recovery of 


ſmall debts were filled by highly reſpectable peri ns by perſo1s 
choſen from the common council, or poſſeſſed of x perty to the 


mount of loool. 


Sir John then ſtated a liſt of de neſſes ariũng 


from actions where the debt, in one inſtance, was 21. 14s. and 
then roſe up, in this ſelf-ſame Sheriff's court, to 61. 7s. 4d. ; ano- 
ther 21. 5s. which got up to 41. 15s. 6d. and for which the poor 


wretch was doomed to a gaol. 


He hoped no member would adopt 


the opinion of the honcurable gentleman, as all the judges had ap- 
proved of the bill, and there was no aſperſion on the adminiſtration 
of juſtice in the city of London; and he could farther add, that 
there was not one of the law officers of the city who was not con- 


ſulted. 


He truſted the bill would paſs. 


The ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, that he was no friend to 
courts of conſcience in general; but this was of ſo peculiar and re- 
ſpectable a condition, being formed from out of the twenty-four 
wards of the city, and framed in ſuch a manner that no man could 
be tempted to create an intereſt by injuſtice, as his fitting as a 


judge was limited. 


The Mayor and Sheriff's courts were com- 


poſed of the loweſt of the people, who came for the two-pence they 
received, and, as ſuch, he could not but diſcourage them. He then 
entered on the ſuperior juſtice that would reſult from this plan, and 
enforced the arguments of the Maſter of the Rolls and Sir John 


Anderſon. 


On the reform of thoſe courts he ſaid, that, with the 
aſſiſtance of the late Mr. Juſtice Buller, he had turned his thoughts 
to this ſubject; but they both found it extremely delicate and diffi- 
cult, and thought once to have propoſed ſomething like a form of 


proceſs for the recovery of debts which they have in Ireland, called 


a civil bill, but never proceeded further in it. 
vote for the bill. 

Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON aid, that as the harmony of 
the law was already ably diſcuſſed by the learned gentlemen who 
had ſpoken, he ſhould addreſs himſelf to the common ſenſe of the 
Houſe. As a Legiſlature, it was their duty not only to give the 
people good laws, but alſo a facility of appealing to them. This 
was not in general the caſe; and one main object of the-preſent 
meaſure was, that people who had juſt and lawful claims ſhould not 
be deterred from proſecuting them by the exorbitancy of the ex- 
pence, equally ruinous to the creditor and honeſt debtor, who - may _ 
be involved by unfortunate circumſtances. 

Mr. JEKYLL explained, He denied the judges had been 


conſulted, He thought the courts themſelves could reform thoſe 
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He then gave his 
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great coſts which made them ſo objeQionable, and that jurors at 
two-pence a man were competent to decide. He then moved, as 
an amendment, That the bill be read this day three months.” 

Sir JOHN ANDERSON. re-ftated, that the opinion of the 
Judges. was taken, and that it was in favour of the meaſure. 

'The amendment was negatived, and the bill ordered to be read 
a third time on Monday next. 

ir. YORKE moved the order of the day on the Committee on 
the Bread Aſſize bill, which was read. 

Sir JOHN ANDERSON moved an inſtruction to the ſaid Com- 
mittee, that a clauſe ſhould be made extending the proviſions of the 
bill to the city of London, and within ten miles of the metropolis ; 
which was agreed to: and alſo, that the table of aſſize ſhould be 
extended, on account of the extended price of wheat. 

The SPEAKER obſerved, that this bill was to repeal a FOES 
bill brought in on petition ; and the defire of the petitioners was, 
that this clauſe ſhould be introduced, ſuch being neceſſary to ſanc- 
tion the proceeding. 

The inſtruction was alſo agreed to. 


The bill then paſſed through the Committee, and the report was 
immediately received and agreed to, and the bill ordered to be read 
a third time on Monday. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS moved the order of the day 
for a Committee on an engroſſed bill from the Lords, intituled “ A 
bill for the Regulation of Executory Deviſes.” The Houſe went 
into a Committee. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL declared his opinion to be 
adverſe to the bill; but in deference to thoſe great characters who 
framed it, he monks content himſelf with ſuggeſting ſuch amend- 
ments as would remove doubts in litigation, and better ſuit it to the 
objects for which it was intended. With this view, he moved 
fome alterations in the preamble. 

Mr. BUXTON entered at ſome length into the objeQtions which 
preſented themſelves to the bill. He thought there ſhould be no 
obſtacle to a man's diſpoſing of his property even in a capricious 
manner if he thought proper, if it was not likely to operate to the 
injury of the State. It was neceſſary that the bulk of the people 
ſhould be very poor, in order to render them laborious ; that the 
lower ranks ſhould have but little property, in order to excite their 


induſtry ; and that there ſhould be ſome extremely rich, to ſupply 


the State in caſes of imminent exigency, and advance ſchemes, and 
enterpriſes which required capital. All theſe had gone on very well 
as the lay ſtood at preſent, and he ſaw an inſurmountable objection 
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to limitations in point of time, which would interfere with marriage 
ſettlements, with the growth of timber, with proviſions for future 
generations, &e. But though many of theſe might be met and ob- 
viated by expreſs proviſions, yet innumerable other caſes would ſtart 
up, for which it was impoſſible to make proviſion before hand ; and 
at all events he thought that. the teſtator ſhould be at liberty to 
make what diſpoſitions he pleaſed, for three lives, or twenty-one 
ears. 
Mr. PIERREPONT thought it wrong that a bill of ſuch 
magnitude, and to which there were ſuch ſerious objections, ſhould 
be diſcufſed in ſo very thin a Houſe. He would therefore ſuffer ic 
to go no farther at this time, but move that the Chairman ſhould 


report progreſs, and aſk leave to fit again. After a few obſerva. 
tions, this motion was agreed to. 


Monday, June 23. 


The order of the day on the Monaſtic Inſtitution bill being read, 

Mr. WINDHAM roſe and ſaid, Did any neceſſity exiſt for 
a reſtraining meaſure of this kind, I know none more unexceptionable 
than the preſent one propoſed. But with all the inquiries I have 
been able to make, and with all the ſagacity I have been able to 
exerciſe, though I have even ſtrained my eyes to find out a plauſible 
or ſufficient cauſe for the preſent proceeding, I have been wholly 
diſappointed in my object. Inſtead of the Roman Catholic religion 
ſpringing up again into importance, its friends have to fear a 
change of quite a different kind. I myſelf have upon ſome occa- 
ſions been conſidered as a pretty good alarmiſt, though on the pre- 
ſent one my feelings, I confeſs, are rather obtuſe. Whether or no 
my fears for the common ſafety of Europe may abſorb all other 


. conſiderations of danger, or that I ſee things in a juſter -point of 


light than thoſe who ſupport the bill, I will not pretend to ſay. — 
What, however, can be more abſurd, than to ſuppoſe that in the 
preſent order of things, in this æra of the world, at the latter end of 
the eighteen hundredth century, (or if you pleaſe at the beginning 
of the century 1801), in the tenth year of the French Revolution, 
in the general renunciation of every Popiſh tenet throughout Europe, 
when the fate even of that quarter of the globe is trembling in the 
balance, and the period is arrived which muſt either eſtabliſh or over- 
turn for ever the power of France, any juſt apprehenſion can be 
entertained of the ſpread and dominion of Popery ? Some gentle- 
men there are, of heated imaginations, who attribute all the cala- 


mities which have lately ariſen to the effects and operation of Popery. 
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Popery, they ſay, produced the D'Alemberts, the Diderots, and the 
Voltaires, who in their turn contributed to its downfall ; and even 
our countrymen Hume and Gibbon were made infidels by the hor- 
rors of Popery. The opinions of ſuch perſons, then, it ſcems, have 
produced theſe calamities ; and in the time of theſe calamities, the 
re - production of thoſe opinions which originally gave birth to them 
is become matter of ſerious dread and expectation. Thoſe who 
reaſon in this way make uſe indeed of an admirable antiperiſtaſis. 
Qualities are ſaid ſometimes to produce their oppoſites ; thus heat 
produces cold. On this principle, indeed, the effects of infidelity, 
with all its concurrent circumſtances, may be to produce religion. 
But, on taking a ſurvey of Europe, 1 cannot ſee any imminent dan- 
ger of this fort. But what is the danger ſpoken of? Why, there 
are three or four thouſand emigrant prieſts in the country. I admit, 
this argument, taken by itſelf, is a good one ; but gentlemen ought 
to look further. In the time of Agricola, the northern inhabitants 
of this iſland were held in diſregard, and did not much invite the 
Roman arms. From this they ſuppoſed they were braver than 
their ſouthern neighbours, who were conquered by the Romans.— 
To apply this to the preſent occaſion, I would ſay, we ſee four or 
five thouſand Popiſh prieſts in this country. Theſe are the wreck 
of three hundred thouſand who once flouriſhed in France, but 
were ſuppreſſed. A few ſtragglers only have come to us, who 
happily ſurvived the deſtruction of the Gallic church. This gene- 
ral overthrow and abaſement have weakened more the Catholic 
faith than any endeavours of the remaining few who adhere to it 
can effect towards its reſtoration. They have no idea of the kind. 
They eſteem themſelves weak and fallen. The ſupporters of the 
preſent bill only ſwell them into importance, and ſuppoſe them capa- 
ble of performing a taſk their more numerous brethren were une- 
qual to. Thoſe who have fled to us for protection are but miſer- 
able remains as to their means and power, though not as to the 
virtues they have uniformly diſplayed. What danger then can be 
ſuſpected from them? Where the means are ſo diſproportionate, 
why ſhould we fear the end? I muſt conſider, therefore, this bill 
as wholly uſeleſs. Where no danger exiſts, no precaution is neceſ- 
fary —where no diſeaſe, no remedy. When I think of the readineſs 
with which perſons are apt to call for the interference of the Houſe, 
I conſider it as one of the evils of the times. The Courts below 
keep up their price—there we find no frivolous applications ; the 
experiment is too coſtly—Parliament only is cheap. The Legiſla- 
ture is as acceſſible as the pariſh pump : it may be worked by the 
firſt man who chooſes to put his hand to it. This. alone is a ſuffici- 


juxx 23+] 
ent reaſon why the vote of the Houſe ſhould put a ſtop to the further 


the hoſtility of proteſtant divines been more diſplayed than againſt 
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progreſs of the bill. If, however, we are to go on with it, let us 
conſider what other objections there may be. The form of an ar- 
gument has been adduced in its ſupport, 


« Tf form indeed it had, which form had none 
« Diſtinguiſhable in member, joint or limb,“ 


that theſe miſerable remains of the church of France will revive the 
Monkiſh ſuperſtitions. — But how can this be the caſe ; or, if it was, 
what miſchiefs could enſue ? What is there ſo abhorrent in a con- 
vent; or, what danger is to be apprehended from one ſect more than 
another? I do not mean to go into the queſtion of monaſtic inſtitu- 
tions, or to undertake their defence ; but I will ſay, that nothing 
can be more weak, indecent, or offenſive, than the arguments ge- 
nerally adduced againſt them. Why any perſon who voluntarily 
conſigns himſelf to mortifying penalties and ſolitude ſhould be con- 
demned and reſtrained in the free exerciſe of his wiſhes, I know 
not : piety, to be ſure, may not require the many privations he lays 
himſelf under ; but let him either be an aſcetic or a maniac, it is 
no concern of mine. The effect of his conduct is confined to him- 
ſelf, and is the concern of no other perſon. In no one inſtance has 


the aſcetics of the Church of Rome. Man, by his nature, perhaps, 
is more apt to find fault with and condemn thoſe exceſſive virtues 
which put him to the bluſh, than the blackeſt and moſt extravagant 
vices. Every man is the rule of his own conduct. One diſpoſition 
may require more mortification than another, and the ſtronger 
ſhould poſſeſs charity for the weaker brother. Some may be driven 


« To leave a world where ſtrong temptations lie, 
« And when they cannot conquer learn to fly.“ 


I ſhould be glad to know why a ſociety of antient maids, who may 


unite together, and agree not to go beyond their garden walls, are 
leſs reſpectable or leſs virtuous than the ſame number of ladies diſ- 


perſed abroad, who collect parties at whiſt, or at any other, amuſe» 


ment. It is a matter worthy of conſideration what reſcarches have 

been carried on in monaſteries, what inventions thence take their 
origin, and what voyages miſſionaries from that ſchool have per- 
formed. This circumſtance makes us reſpe& the inhabitants of 
<loiſters and their inſtitutions. The hope of a convent has been the 
ſupport of many. It is a laſt retreat, where they ſhun the cares 
and misfortunes of life. In this country, however, ſuch an inſtitu- 

tion is graced with no veneration ; its devotees are not marked with 
any peculiar degree of ſanRity, One great cauſe, therefore, of for- 


to apply to the Legiſlature to protect themſelves by penalties and 
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1 faking the world by ſecluſion in theſe places, is wanting in this ſtatu 
+Þ country. When the Church of Rome was in the plenitude of its rathe 
HS power, the proſclytes to its tenets were numerous, and its doctrines ſet h 
FP thus brought into exerciſe might be attended with ſome danger in ſhou 
bo this country. Now, however, when the predominance of another the! 
. perſuaſion exiſts, and in the degraded ſtate of the Catholic church tibus, 
4 beſide, a Papiſt is no more an object of fear or ſuſpicion than any I car 
1 other ſectary. Toleration demands that a ſtate ſhould be indiffe- muel 
14 rent to all religious opinions which do not affect its own internal thing 
TY tranquillity or ſaſety. A State, I own, has a right to patroniſe what ful it 
14 eſtabliſhment it pleaſes, but not to ſuppreſs the freedom of opinion or body 
ik 5 diſſent. Some opinions, it is true, are dangerous, and theſe a State the « 
ws ſhould not be indifferent to. Such were the opinions of the United ſhort 
4 Iriſhmen. But if a ſet of nuns choſe to make vows of celibacy, ir wiſe] 
1 is voluntary on their part, and no reſtraint ſhould be impoſed upon quire 
Fa them. If, therefore, without any danger from Popery, you attempt depre 
wn. to lay its profeſſors under needleſs reſtrictions, you legiſlate on very the f 
. delicate grounds. It is right to ſave one man from the act of ano- tion 
+ ther, but not to ſave him from the act of himſelf. According to illibe 
8 the beſt information I have received, I do not believe that the in- our 1 
i terior of a convent is that ſcene of vice or woe which it has moſt Whe 
* commonly been repreſented to be; and if perſons chooſe to ſpend count 
1 A their lives within ſuch walls, the Legiſlature have no right to reſcue along 
0 ; them from their own determinations. By this bill perſons are to cripp 
5 be prevented from making vows ; but there is no inſtance, I be- them 
A lieve, of a woman in an Engliſh convent who has not paſſed her gent] 
4 noviciate in another country. But, to go back to the ſubjeR of con- bill, 
| verts, I ſay that the law ſhould not interfere to prevent converts to into 
"1 Popery, any more than to any other ſects and perſuaſions. If, in- there 
A deed, converſion to Popery were an evil, law is not its proper re- this | 
. medy. The Divines of the Eſtabliſhed Church ſhould feed their idea. 

. flocks with ſpiritual food, and thus enable them to withſtand the poi- in thi 
fon of delufion. Inſtead of this, they are too fond of raiſing the cry gume 

* the church is in danger * If profelytiſm exiſts; it is a diſgrace hurt 

only to that clergyman. in whoſe pariſh it takes place. What, if from 

they do their duty, ean members of the Church of England fear? Si 

They meet their antagoniſts on more than equal terms. Should perfe 

any one indeed attempt to preach up the rights of man, or teach in- n 

| ſubordination to lawful authority ; to filence ſuch would then be 2 with 

work of neceſſity : but Popery has nothing in it of this dangerous than 

tendency, and may be met fairly in the field of argument. But if the n 

a line of conduct be adopted fimilar to that which induces perſons gy = 

pa 
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ſtatutes, where they are entirely careleſs about themſelves, and would | 


rather defend their property by acts of Parliament than by a quick- 
ſet hedge ; what can perſons thus acting expect, but that advantage 
ſhould be taken of their ſupineneſs ? Succeſs, and the protection of 
the laws, belong rightly to a different clafs, Vgilantibus non dormien- 
tibus. Penal laws can never defend the country againſt Popery. 
I cannot help making the remark here, that opinion may be too 
much. under the protection of law. A little oppoſition is no bad 
thing, it makes perſons attentive to their duty, and may be as uſe- 
ful in the church as in the ſenate. In the phyſical and moral 
body, oppoſition tends to keep up the proper tone of health. Did 
the earth ſpontaneouſly produce every thing for the uſe of man, the 
ſhort-fighted philoſopher might ſay it was well; but nature has 
wiſely ordained. it otherwiſe. Every thing valuable is to be ac- 
quired and preſerved by labour. In this point of view I ſhould 
deprecate the bill gentlemen wiſh to bring in, as it tends to narrow 
the field of intelleQual exerciſe and fair diſcuſſion. Another objece 
tion againſt the bill 1s, that it raiſes prejudices in the minds of the 


Illiberal, againſt a number of unoffending perſons, who have fled to 


our ſhores from the tempeſt which threatened their deſtruction.— 
When this ſhall ſubſide, they will be very ready to ſeek their own 
country again, and carry all their offenfive cuſtoms and ſentiments 
along with them. But why ſhould we ſend them back lame and 
crippled ? While they remained here, it was not generous to mark 
them out as objects of public ſcorn and ſuſpicion. An honourable. 
gentleman oppoſite (Mr. T. Jones) has called this a nun-baiting 
bill, I, however, am their defender; and the bull himſelf turned 
into a baiter, is running furiouſly among the nuns. Now, Sir, 
there is another evil to be remedied, or a danger to be avoided by 
this bill. As to danger to the State, every perſon muſt ſcout the 
idea, If converſion be the evil complained cf, why is that greater 
in this caſe than in that of the ſectaries? I have heard it as an ar- 
gument for the bill, that if it will do no great good, it will do no 
hurt : but this I Phy ſo long as unjuſt prejudice is liable to ſpring 
from it. I therefore vote againſt the Speaker's leaving the chair,” 
Sir H. ST. JOHN MILDMAY. * However, Sir, I moſt 
perfectly concur in opinion with my right honourable friend in many 
particulars, there are ſome points in which I cannot poſſibly agree 
with him; and there is none in which I differ from him more widely 
than in the little importance with which he ſeems diſpoſed to treat 
the meaſure under the conſideration of the Houſe. I conceive that 


if there is any ſabject more particularly entitled to the ſerious and 


diſpaſſionate attention of Parliament, it is one that relates to the 
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ſupport and protection of the religious eftabliſhment of this country ; 
and eſpecially when the grounds of the application before us ariſe 
from the notorious abuſe of indulgencies which, from motives of 
humanity alone, have been afforded to the members of a foreign 
communion, though uniformly and invariably withheld. from our 
own eſtabliſhed proteſting Catholie fubje&s. Sir, I have always 
conſidered as one of the principat ſafeguards of the Conſtitution of 
this country, that cloſe and intimate connection that fubfiſts between 
our civil and eeeleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments, and moſt heartily do I de- 
precate any circumſtances that may ariſe to weaken. that connection, 
or to difpoſe Parliament to ſhew leſs ſolicitude in maintaining the 
intereſts of the one, than vigilance in protecting the rights of the 
ether. My right honourable friend appears to have argued as if he 
ſuppoſed that the intention of the preſent bill went to introduce 
ſome innovation into the criminal law of this country. This is ty 


no means the caſe; and F with to explain diſtinctly to the Houſe, 


that the object of the bill is not to introduce any one principle what- 


ever that has not been already generally recogniſed in almoſt every 


act of Parliament that has paſſed, on thefe fubjects, ſince we have had 
any laws whatever to regulate the conduct of perſons profeſfing the 
Catholic perſuaſion. Its object is confined to give force and effect 
to the act of 1791, and to adapt its proviſions to the particular 
cireumſtances of the preſent moment, which, not having been in 
the contemplation of the Legiſlature when that act paſſed, have not 
deen ſufficiently guarded againſt. If the ſubject of theſe provi- 
ons be of trivial moment, if they are unworthy the attention of the 
Legiſlature, I beg to remind the Houſe that they do not originate 
with me: they belong to gentlemen. of the higheſt character and 
reſpeQability; to men to whom the imputation of levity has not fre- 
guently been aſcribed with ſucceſs : they reſt with my honourable 
and learned friend, the Attorney-General, who brought in the bill 
of 1791, and with my equally enlightened and honourable friend, 
His Majeſty's prefent Secretary at War, who ſupported and ſeconded 
that very meaſure, in a ſpeech replete with his uſual eloquence, and, 
in my mind, with the moſt ſatisfactory and concluſive arguments. 
Now, Sir, on what principle my right honourable friend could have 
ſopported a bill that diſtinctly prohibits the introduction of a monaſ- 
tic community in the year 1791, when no chance, no profpect, no 
apprehenſion I might add, ſcarcely the moſt remote pc Mbiliry ap- 
peared to exiſt of any fuch attempt being made here—and in the 
year 1800, when the evil actually exifts, when eonvents have been 
introdueed and diſperſed over the face of the country, when they 
are attempting to propagate and to perpetuate their ſocieties, and to 
, 5 — a 3 . : 
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diſſeminate their principles, he ſhould tell us that it is a ſubject un- 
worthy of legiflative interference, I am unable to conjecture. It 
does appear to me, with all the high eſteem I feel towards him, to 
be a little inconſiſtency, a contradiction, a fort of paradox in my 
right honourable friend's conduct, for which I have no doubt he 
could afford a ſatisfactory reaſon, but he has hitherto given no ſatiſ- 
factory explanation to the Houfſe. That he may have ſeen good 


reaſon to alter his opinions on the ſubject, I cannot pretend to dif- 


pute; but I contend that circumſtance alone is not ſufficient to 
induce the Houſe to alter their ſentiments, or to lead them to relax 
from the principle and ſpirit of thoſe laws which were originally 
formed to reſtrain our own Catholic ſubjects, in favour of a ſet of 
Foreigners, who ftill adhere to many obnoxious tenets and opinions, 
which have been regularly difclaimed by our own ſubjects as in- 
conliſtent with the civil eſtabliſhment of this country. 

«« am, Sir, as little deſirous as capable of following my right 
honourable friend through all the extenſive field in which his lux- 
uriant imagination has ſported on this ſerious ſubject: I wiſh 
ſimply to ſtate to the Houſe the motives in which this meaſure ori- 
ginated, and the objects we have in view. When the emigrants 
were originally expelled from their former reſidence on the Conti- 
nent; when, victims of the moſt mercileſs and indiſcriminate perſe- 
cution, they were turned friendleſs adrift on the world; we re- 
c:ived them into this country, and afforded them our protection: 
Sir, we have done more; we have ſubſiſted them at the public ex- 
pence ; and all that we require in return for thoſe favours they 
have reccived at our hands is, that they ſhould not attempt to inter- 
fere, in any reſpeR, with that conſtitution in Church or State 
whence we derive the comforts we partake of, to which we are in- 
debted for thoſe infinite bleſſings which, as a nation, we almoſt 
excluſively enjoy. The object of the firſt part of the bill is merely 
to prevent them from rendering permanent thoſe monaſtic eftabliſh- 
ments which are directly oppoſite to the ſpirit and the letter of our 
conſtitution, and can only be tolerated here for a limited period 
from motives of the moſt conſiderate and humane commiſeration 
and to prevent them from immuring in uſeleſs inactivity and ſeelu- 
fion young perſons of both ſexes, ſubjects of this country, to whom, 
as a Proteſtant State, we look for better purpoſes than being made 
monks and nuns. The object of the ſecond part of the bill is 
ſolely to reſtrain Catholic teachers from holding out bribes and 
temptations to ſeduce the children of Proteſtant parents from the 
profeſſion of the eſtabliſhed religion of the country, and to enable 
us to detect ſuch proceedings * caſe they ſhould continue to be 

8 | 2 
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practiſed. Theſe objects appear to me ſo mild and moderate in 
themſelves, that I can ſcarcely conceive any reaſonable objeion 
being made to them; and I acknowledge that the oppoſition which 
dy every fair and unfair means has been fo induſtriouſſy fomented 
'out of doors, and collected, to throw out the bill in this Houſe, is an 
additional reaſon in my mind why Parliament ought to adopt it ; 
for, if this bill contains no one proviſion that can poſſibly militate 
againſt, or interfere with the comfort or convenience of thoſe ſocie- 
ties, who merely wiſh for a peaceful and undiſturbed retirement 
from the world during their reſidenee here, I own the warmth of 
the oppoſition to it does create a ſtrong ſuſpicion in my mind, 
that there are perſons among them who have further objects in 
view than thoſe which meet the public eye, or can poſſibly be con- 
fiſtent either with the public ſafety or the ſecurity of the Proteſtant 
perſuaſion. My right honourable friend has inſiſted that it is ex- 
tremely impolitic and dangerous to agitate any queſtion on this ſub- 
ject, which tends to revive antient prejudices, to foment jealouſies 
between the Catholics and Proteſtants, and eventually to inflame 
the public mind againſt the former. If ſuch be the conſequence of 
the preſent bill, (though it is an effect of which 1 entertain no ap- 
prehenſion,) I muſt beg leave to diſclaim any reſponſibility whatever 
on the ſubject : I contend that it is ſolely and altogether to be attri- 
buted to the very imprudent and injudicious conduct cf ſome of 
our own Catholics, who have choſen to make a common cauſe win 
the emigrants on a ſubject which I have endeavoured to keep per- 
fectly ſeparate and diſtinct from them, and with which they ought 
to have no conneQion whatever. But, Sir, admitting, for the ſake 
of argument, that ſuch conſequences were to be apprehended, can it 
be expected that we are to fit (till and tamely fee the conſtitution 
of this country fubverted and undermined by a ſet cf men whom we 
have received here from motives of compaſſion, and to take no ſteps 
or precautions to prevent it, mercly from the apprehenfion of inflam- 
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ing the public mind againſt the Catholics ? Be the conſequences of niox 
the bill what it may, no blame attaches to us; it is to be exelu- beer 
ſively attributed to thoſe whoſe conduct has driven us to adopt re- they 
gulations which are become abſolutely eſſential to our own ſecurity. are 
I ſhould wiſh to aſk my right honourable friend, whether he thinks Cat 
that, to reject this bill in its preſent ſtage, after having been thar 
twice read in the Houſe, and founded on the reſolution of a Com- wor 
mittee, is the moſt likely method of conciliating the public mind to volt 
the Catholics? Did it never occur to him that ſuch a proceeding that 


might poſſibly have a directly oppoſite effect; might tend to exaſ- Jan 
perate and irritate, and eventually prove more prejudicial and dif- this 


Joxs 23.) DEBATES. #49 


aſtrous to the Catholic cauſe, than to ſuffer the bill to paſs, which, 
according to the charaQer given it by its bittereſt enemies, is ſo mild 
and moderate in its proviſions as to be almoſt nugatory ? With 
regard to the Catholics, I am confident the Houſe will. do me the 
juſtice to recollect, that in whatever I have thought it neceſſary to 
ſay on theſe occafiuns when I have preſumed to trouble them with 
my ſentiments on this ſobject, I have endeavoured to avoid any ex- 


. preſſion that could poſſibly tend to influence the public mind againſt | 


them. I have been ſubject, Sir, to a great deal of painful calumny 
and mi ſrepreſentation on this point, and I with to avail myſelf of 
this occafion to ſay diſtinctly, and with no reſervation whatever, that 
I do conſider the Catholics to be, as a body, as amiable and re- 
ſpectable in private liſe, as harmleſs and inoffenſive, as loyal and as 
well-affeed in their public ſentiments, as any one claſs or deſcription 
of His Majeſty's Proteſtant ſubje ds. If the moſt zealous Catholic 
could put ſtronger words into my mouth, I ſhould readily adopt 
them; for it is impoſſible for language to permit me wich terms too 
ſtrong to expreſs the confidence I have in that reſpegable body of 
men ] mean our proteſting Catholics : I am equally defirous to 
avoid prejudicing the public mind againſt thoſe unfortunate emi- 
grants, of whoſe general conduct and demeanour I have already 
ſpoken in terms of the higheſt approbation and applauſe ; but I can- 
not avoid expreſſing a hope that the Pablic and that Parliament will 
not ſuffer themſelves to be run away with on ſo ſerious a ſubject by 
their feelings of humanity alone, but that we at leaſt ſhall remem- 
ber that there is a duty which ſuperſedes even the impulſe of com- 
paſſion itſelf, namely, that duty we owe to our conſtituents and 
to the public, of preſerving from · innovation or encroachment that 
conſtitution, equally in church and ſtate, of which we are the dele- 
gated guardians. Sir, my right honourable friend has ſaid, that at 
this time of day it is impoſſible that the public mind can entertain 
any reaſonable apprehenſions from the prevalence of Catholic opi- 
nions ; fince I have had this ſubject in contemplation, the ſame has 
been ſuggeſted to me by ſeveral very reſpeQable Catholics, and 
they aſſign as a reaſon for it, that the members of that communion 
are daily decreaſing in point of numbers, ſo that the proportion of 
Catholics to Proteſtants is not, excluſive of the emigrants, more 
than one to one hundred. To this remark I ſhall fay a very few 
words: I ſhall merely requeſt gentlemen to refer to the eighth 
volume of Mr. Hume's Hiſtory of England, where they will find, 
that in the year 1687, ſubſequent to the famous proclamation of 
James the Second, at a time when the King who filled the throne of 
this country was profeſſedly a bigoted Catholic, when all the prin- 
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cipal Officers of State were Catholics, when every avenue to wealth, 
to honour, and to preferment, was attainable only by this Cathclic 

influence—at that very time, Mr. Hume diſtinRtiy tells us, that the 
proportion of Catholics to Proteſlants was ſomething leſs than one 
to one hundred; preciſely the very ſame proportion that actually 
ſubſiſts in this country at this moment, according to the calculatiun 

of the Catholics themſelves, notu ithſtanding the rapid decline of 
their numbers. Now, Sir, if in the year 1687 the prevalence of 
Catholic opinions was ſuſficient to create ſuch an apprehenſion in 
the public mind as to go a great way towards producing the revo- 
lution, I think, fo long as that proportion continues the ſame, we 
cannot pretend to ſay that we are ſo totally exemptcd from any dan- 
ger from ſuch opinions, that we can ſuffer upwards cf 5000 au- 
thorized Roman Catholic mithonarics to be diſperſed over the face 
of the country, without ſubjcRiog, them to ſome regulations which 
may be ſufficient to cheek the luxuriant cfiufions of their zeal. On 
this part of the ſubject allaw me to remind the Houle, that, every 
year theſe perſons continue io this country, their ſituation is materi- 
ally altered: in proportion as they become familiar with bur lan- 
guage, as they learn to aſſimilate and incorporate themſelves in ſo- 
ciety, ſo in proportion augments their powers, their means and their 
opportunities of ſubverting the eſtabliſhed church, and of diſſemi - 
nating their own opinions; and in the ſame degree otight to increaſe 
the precautions we adopt, to prevent any ſuch miſchicf arifing, in 
caſe any ſuch miſchief may be intended. My right honourable 
friend ſeems to think that I have not adduced ſufficient grounds for 
this bill: I have, Sir, much to lament, that on ſeveral former occa- 
fions, when I ſtated thoſc grounds. my right honourable friend was 
abſent. My reaſons for not mentioning any particular inſtances of 
individual imprudence I have already ſtated, and the Houſe appear 
to have approved of them. I do not think it neceflary to do fo, 

becauſe I contend that thoſe facts, which are notorious, afford very 
ſufficient call for legiſlative interference. No one can deny that 
there are a conſiderable number of monaſtic communities reſident in 
this country, and that they have admitted and ſuffered many ſubjects 
of Great Britam-to profeſs themſelves, to take the veil, and to be- 
come members of their reſpective eſtabliſhments. As to the parti- 
cular numbers of each, it is very immaterial ; for, ſo long as there 
exiſts one convent, and one ſubject of this country has been pro- 
ſeſſed at it, I ĩnſiſt upon it, that it-affords ample ground for the firſt 
part of the preſent bill. As to the ſecond proviſion, I have only to 
guote the profeſſions of the ſuperiors themſelves, and their own ad- 
vertiſcments, to ſhew that they 66— of children 
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indiſeriminately, whether of Catholic or of Proteſtant parents; and in 
ſome inſtances they profeſs to educate the children of indigent pa- 
rents, void of any expence. What their ſucceſs may have been in 
theſe endeavours, I know not. This does appear to me in no 
other light than the offering bribes and temptations to obtain the in- 
ſtruction of Proteſtant children, in order to breed them Catholics ; 
and I cannot conceive any candid man will think, that, fo long as 
we profeſs the reformed religion, ſuch practices ought to be ſuffered. 

« | will fate one circumſtance more to my right honourable - 
friend, in which I will beg the Houfe to underfland that J do not 
mean to caſt the ſmalleſt cenſure on the conduct of that amiable and 
yenerable man to whom I aliude. I am in poſſeſſion of amofficial 
jetter from the Biſhop of St. Pol de Leon to the Bithop of Win- 
cheſter, in conſcquence of very heavy complaints that were made 
by his Lordſhip to the French Biſhop on the ſubject to which 1 
have called the attention of the Houſe. In his anſwer, the Biſhop 
of Leon does not attempt to explain or apologize for the conduct of 
the emigrants ; but he aſſumes a higher tone, and tells us diſtinctly 
that he conſiders them perfectly juſtificd under the letter of our ex- 
iſting laws. Now, Sir, if our laws are fo inaccurately drawn as to 
be ſubject to miſconception or mĩſinterpretation by thoſe very perſons 
to whom they are meant to be immediately. applicable, I muſt 
contend that it is a ſuffeient reaſon for reviſing and re- conſiderir 
them : if, on the other hand, circumſtances have ariſen which are 
not ſufficiently provided for, from not having been in the contem- 
plation of the Legiſlature, which have cauſed alarm and apprehen- 
fron in the public mind, I conceive it a very full reaſon for correct- 
ing and amending them, and for giving ſuch additional powers to 
the arm of the Executive Government as will enable it to meet the 
emergency of the preſent danger. 

© Having treſpaſſed fo long on the time of the Houfe, I ſhall 
paſs over the remaining topics of the right honourable gentleman's 
ſpeech, and merely ſtate my determination to ſupport the preſent 
bill, which, if it is not likely to produce all the good effect I may 
expect ſrom it, ſeems at leaſt calculated to do no miſchief.” 

Mr. T. JONES faid, that it was not his intention to trouble the 
Houſe on this bufineſs, had he not been batted by a right honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Windham) to ſay a few words, from the reference 
that he had made to him. Fe would not contend with the right 
honourable Secretary in his metaphyſical refinements and abſtrae- 
tions; the very terms were to him as unuſual as they were unintel- 
ligible : it' would then be equally abſurd and impotſible to follow - 
him through ſuch a heap of metaphyſics ; he v.vuld cenfine him- 


. 
> 37 
F 
7 
1 
0 
mn 4 4 
1 
* 
1 * 
$ 
— 
1 2 
8 . 
* 
* 
o 
© 
ou 
$7.0 
* * 
8 9 
& 
\ 
Y 
i% + 
\ 
? 
— 
4 27 
E 
4 4 
1 
2 
= 
+1} 
* . 
+ = . 
= 
12 
E F 
" , ub + 
* +3 | 
x1 
& * 
$ 1 
3 
. 
11 
7 1 
4 4 
=: | 
: A 
1 
* » 1 
E + 7 
hy 11 
* x 
< LY 
31 
— * 
by. 
4 - 
þ Ty 
- 4a = - 
5 9 
* = ka 
. 
V 1 
_ 
. 
* 1 T7 
'1 : 
1 
* i! 7 
4 A 
1 
84 4 
L . 
J : 
* : £ 
7 h 3. 
2 
= > L 
2 F: 
. 
= 
1 


1 


nr 
— — 2 — — 
a+ PER 
88 — 


152 PARLIAMENTARY 


ſelf to the plain and obvious parts of the queſtion. And firſt, he 
would ſay, that as the French pricſts were well received and pro- 
tected by this, country, they ſhould not have been wanting in grati- 
tude for that bounty and hoſpitality which they had experienced, 
He had read a pamphlet, which went fo far as to fay that prieſts 
muſt make converts: this doctrine he did not underſtand ; but he 
underſtood that the Biſhop of Pol de Leon did inſiſt upon it, and 
conſidered that it was the duty of thoſe prieſts to make converts to 
their faith. When the remonſtrance was made to the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, he declined having any thing to do with it, as the 
order was under the Legiſlature, whoſe interference, he ſeemed to 
think, was neceſſary. The right honourable Secretary had made 
an elaborate and eloquent ſpeech in favour of thoſe monaſtic inſti- 
tutions: in his (Mr. Jones's) opinion, they were bad; he would 
ſay of them, as a celebrated character diſtinguiſhed for his talents 
and genius, but now no more, ſaid of the French revolution, that 
the age of Chivalry was gone — ſo, would he ſay, the age of Popery 
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was commenced. The right honourable Secretary became its 


champion ; and ſo warm an advocate was he for its cauſe, that one 
would think he wiſhed to be made Pope. Notwithſtanding all his 
refinement and ſophiſtry, he could not but think danger was to be 
apprehended from no leſs than 5000 prieſts, in the country. He 
did not ſee the right honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer in 
his place, and that augured ſomething inauſpicious, as that right 
honourable gentleman had acknowledged, on a former occaſion, that 
ſome regard ſhould be paid to the religion of the country, and that 
the bill brought in by the bighly-reſpeQable Baronet was deſerving 
of every encouragement. Though he gave it his hearty ſupport, 
his wiſh was that it went ſtill further. 

The Honourable DUDLEY RYDER maintained that the 
principle of the bill was good, and that its proviſions were moderate 
and unexceptionable. It had been faid, that, if paſſed into a law, it 
would haraſs the Roman Catholies, and expoſe them to the odium 
of the public. The reverſe was the caſe ; it would operate as a 
protection to them, and would reconcile the minds of the populace 
to their reſidence in Great Britain. Unleſs ſome regulation of this 
nature ſhould be adopted, their fituation would ſoon become irkſome 
and inſupportable. We exerciſed the moſt extenſive charity of any 
nation that ever exiſted, and theſe exiled prieſts had hitherto been 
worthy objects of our benevolence. They had behaved. in the 
moſt peaceable and inoffenſive manner, and had ever ſtudied to de- 
mean themſelves according to the laws of the land; but if they 


vere now in danger of cncroaching upon theſe laws, would it not be 
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roper to give them warning of the error "2 were likely to commit, 
leſt they ſhould ceaſe to be equally inoffenfive and equally deſerv- 
ing. If this bill ſhould not paſs, theſe religious ſocieties would ſoon 
become objects of ſuch jealouſy that their ſuppreſſion would be al- 
together indiſpenſable. On the contrary, the country would per- 
ceive, from the paſſing of fuch a bill, that their fears for the ſafety 
of their religion were groundleſs; and that, though monaſtic inſti- 
tutions were tolerated for à time in this country, they would never 
be made permanent. What way ſo ſure to render the life of theſe 
unfortunate men peaceable and unmoleſted ? The bill was, in 
fact, an enabling bill, and not a bill to coerce, to reſtrain, and to 


puniſh. The — of the monaſteries was directly contrary to 


ſeveral ſtatutes which remained unrepealed; and never ſince the 
reformation has their exiſtence been before tolerated, far leſs legal 
iſed, by the laws of England. His only objection to the bill was, 
that it carried toleration too far. He admired toleration as much 


as any man; but there was a point beyond which, for the good of. 


the community, and of ſectaries themſelves, it ought not to be car- 
ried. It had been ſtated as an argument againſt the bill, by the 
right honourable gentleman who opened the debate, that it would 
tend to ſuppreſs monaſteries altogether. He was rather ſurpriſed 
to hear ſuch an argument adduced in that Houſe. The monaſtic 
life was pretty generally condemned even in Roman Catholic 
countries, and he by na means expected to hear that defended in the 
Britiſh Houſe of Commons, which was contrary to our religion, 
hoſtile to our laws, and deſtructive of our proſperity and opulence. 
The honourable Baronet, whoſe merit in this affair every one muſt 
ſee and acknowledge, could have ſtated many inftances of young 
people being ſeduced by theſe religious ſocieties, but he very pro- 
perly refrained from making them public from motives of delicacy 
and prudence. - The feelings of private families might have been 
hurt; and had the moſt obnoxious ' houſes been pointed out, they 
might have experienced the fury of a mob not inferior to that led 
by Lord George Gordon. Fortunately no facts were neceſſary to 
be adduced, 2s there would have been ſufficient ground for paſſing 
the bill, were we merely certain that numbers of nuns and friars 
were about to land on our iſland. It was evident that theſe perſons 
would exert themſelves to the utmoſt to make proſelytes; and that 
the ſooner their endeavours were checked, the better for themſelves 
and the country. He allowed that there was no great danger of 
grown-up people being prevailed upon to change their religion, - nor- 
would he object to their being allowed to hear all the arguments 
which eould be adduced in favour of any — or of any ſect. 
Vor. XII. * 
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But with children the matter was widely different, It was well 
known, and every day's experience proved the truth of the poſition, 
that children adopt implicitly the religious principles of thoſe around 
them. In ſhort, there could be no doubt that if theſe monaſtic in- 
ſtitutions were to be at all tolerated in this country, they ought to be 
under the controul of the magiſtrates ; and as this bill would attain 
this falutary object, it had his hearty ſupport. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE faid, that he had in vain made two endea- 
vours tocatch the Speaker's eye, but had been defeated by the eager- 
neſs of the honourable gentlemen on the other ſide to offer their ſen- 
timents to the Honſe. Three of them had ſpoken, one after the 
other, in cloſe ſucceſſion. © It was therefore his (Mr. Hobhouſe's) 
deſign to ſelect the moſt prominent arguments which they had urged, 
and to point out their futility. 

The honourable Baronet who introduced the bill (Sir H. Mild. 
may) was certainly governed by the pureſt and beſt motives. The 
honourable Baronet thought that the eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment of 
the country was in danger, and believed that the preſent meaſure 
was well calculated to repel it. He was therefore right in bring- 
ing it forward. But the honourable Baronet would forgive him for 
ſaying, that both he and the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt 
but one (Mr. Jones) appeared to be under the influence of fo great 
a degree of alarm, that their fears might have miſled their judge- 
ment. What!” ſaid the honourable Baronet, * ſhall we ſit 
here, quiet and inactive, when our conſtitution, both in church and 
ſtate, for they are intimately connected, is expoſed to the moſt im- 
minent peril? Is it notobvious that attempts are making to under- 
mine'our religious eſtabliſhment?” From what quarter, ? Mr. Hob- 
' houſe aſked, did all this miſchief threaten ? Believers in the Ro- 
man Catholic religion, it muſt be recollected, were of two forts ; 
Roman Catholics, and Papiſts ſtrictly ſo called; but this bill con- 
founded them both together, and looked at them both with the ſame 
eye of jealouſy. He could explain the difference between them. 
It had been the policy of our law to inflict penalties and diſabilities 
upon perſons profeſſing the Roman Catholic faith, not on account of 
their religious tenets, but of the political opinions which they main- 
' tained. Such perſons had been regarded as objects of terror, be- 
cauſe they acknowledged a foreign Potentate paramount to the King 
of their own country, and held that faith was not to be kept with 
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hereties, and that Princes excommunicated might be murdered, ' 


The Catholies of this country had long abandoned thoſe doctrines; 
and therefore, in the year 1791, a bill was brought into Parlia- 
7 ment a an rear; and lcarned gentleman, whom he ſaw in 
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his place, (the Attorney General,) for the purpoſe of exempting 


them from certain penalties. "Thoſe who gave a proof of having 
renounced their civil opinions, by making the declaration required 
by that ſtatute, (for the learned gentleman's bill was inſtantly ap- 
proved by Parliament,) were Roman Catholics ; thoſe who could 
not conſcientiouſly ſubſcribe that teſt were fill Papiſts, for they ſtill 
believed the ſupremacy of the Pope, in affairs temporal as well as 
eccletiaſtical, Now, which of theſe two deſcriptions of men had 
ſtruck the honourable Baronet and his friends with ſo violent a 
panic? The Roman Catholics of this country had, with very few 
exceptions, entitled themſelves to the indulgences under the ſtatute 
of 1791, the 31ſt of the King, upon the principle of our legal 
eode ; therefore no apprehenſions reſpecting them ought longer to be 
entertained : neither did he ſee any reaſon why they ſhould not be 
placed on the ſame footing with the Proteſtant Diſſenters; they 


| were a truly reſpectable body of men, of whom it was impoſſible to 


ſpeak too highly. But we might be told that it was the Papiſt, not 
the Roman Catholic, who was ſo much the object of alarm, and 
that all the foreign emigrants were ſtrict Papiſts. Mr. Hobhouſe 
ſaid, that he ſhould not dwell upon the fallen ſtate of the Papal 
power, a ſtate ſo low that to dread the reſtoration of it to its former 
greatneſs would be quite ridiculous. The fear of Popery had been 
ably expoſed by the right honourable gentleman who opened the 
debate (Mr. Windham). In addition to the argument which had 
been urged by him, he (Mr. Hobhouſe) would beg leave to obſerve, 
that the conduct of the emigrants had been very regular and ex- 
emplary: they had fled from perſecution in their own country, had 
been humanely and hoſpitably received by Great Britain, and in re- 
turn had manifeſted gratitude and propriety of demeanor. It was 
no longer ago than July 1798 that the Duke of Portland wrote a 
letter, by command of His Majeſty, to the Biſhop St. Pol de Leon, 
expreſſing his high approbation of the conduct of the numerous 
body of the French emigrant clergy committed to the care of that 
prelate. Had they employed themſelves in making converts to 
their faith, the vigilance of Government would have defeated it, and 
the Secretary of State would not have adviſed His Majeſty to-ſpeak 
of them in ſuch terms of praiſe. Beſides, the French emigrants 
had diſcovered what the adminiſtration of this country had to learn. 
Miniſters deemed the Conſulate of France to be too unſteady and 
unſtable, and therefore rejected its overtures of peace: the emi- 
grants doubted not its ſtability; they thought that ** the evidence 
of experience and the teſtimony of facts gave ſufficient ſecurity for | 
its permanence, and the greater part of them were n their 
X 2 


1 
* 
£5 
” 
* * 
z 
1 = 
i. 
3 
2A A 
Fy 
I®h 
CO þ 
. 
wy 
zf'v 
i 
i 1 
22 
x 
+ 2B : ; 
00 
. 3 
: 
= 
4 : 
=_ - 
—_— 
£ 
4 
F 
* 
| 1 
g 
n : 


l 
4 
4% 
>a 
| 
77 


TIO N 
— — pay 


; 
4 
k 
$ 
0 
4 
3 
P 
1 


186 PARLIAMENTARY [Counons, 


native homes. Was this a time, wh their numbers were fat 
diminiſhing every day, to dread their influence, and impoſe ad- 
ditional reſtraints upon their conduQt? Certainly not. Far wiſer 
would it be to review our penal code, and expunge the vigorous 
laws till exiſting againſt thoſe who profeſſed the Roman Catholic 
religion. Such was the advice given by Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone, 
<« if a time ſhould ever arrive when all fears of a Pretender ſhould 
have vaniſhed, and the power and influence of the Pope ſhould 
have been rendered feeble, ridiculous, and deſpicable, not only in 
England, but in every kingdom of Europe.” - Was not the pre. 
ſent moment the preciſe period deſcribed by that intelligent Judge? 
Did gentlemen think it right to leave upon the ſtatute-book ſuch 
ſeverities as are inflited by the 22d and 23d ſections of the third 
of James I. c. 42? On a former night he had drawn the notice 
of the Houſe to that law, in his opinion, at no time juſtifiable, but 
ſurely not at this, when all danger from Jacobiniſm was removed, 
when a Pope was ſcarcely known to be in exiſtence, and when the 
great body of Roman Catholics had made an expreſs renunciation of 
thoſe civil principles which were regarded as inconſiſtent with the 
ſafety of the State, By thoſe ſections any perſon, whether a native 
of theſe realms or not, was liable to the pains and penalties of high 
treaſon, « if he withdrew another from his allegiance, and recon. 


cCilled him to the ſee of Rome,” &c. When he addreſſed the 


Houſe the other night, he had ſtated that the ſubſcribing Roman 
Catholic, the Roman Catholic who had taken the oath, and ſigned 
the declaration required by the 31ſt of the King, e. 32, could not 
be ſubjeR to the operation of that branch of the ſtatute of James I. 

becauſe, if he converted a man to his own faith, he had not with- 
drawn him from his allegiance,” by teaching him that he owed alle- 
giance to a foreign power ; but in that reſpect, Mr. Hobhouſe de- 
clared that, upon a more accurate inveſtigation, he had found him- 
ſelf miſtaken. It appeared by the 3 fſt of the King, e. 32, f. 3, 
that thoſe who entitled themſelves to the privileges of it were only 
exempted from the penalties inflied by the third of James, e. 4, 
and other ſtatutes, for not attending, or for keeping Catholic ſer- 
vants who did not attend divine ſervice in ſome chapel or place of 
worſhip belonging to the Church of England, Thus not only the 
Papiſt, but the Roman Catholic, notwithſtanding his compliance 
with the act laſt mentioned, which in ſome reſpects was juſtly 
called the toleration act of the Roman Catholic, might be put to 
death as a traitor for making a ſingle proſelyte. Who would be 
bold enough to defend fuch ſanguinary puniſhments, which diſcredit 


| and pollute our criminal code? Perhaps it would bg ſaid, that this 


Jonx 23.] | DEBATES, = 


law lay like uſeleſs lumber upon our ſtatute-book. Tf this were 
granted, why was it not repealed? Any mercileſs bigot might en- 
force it, againſt the will of the mildeſt judge and the moſt humane 
jury: and though the royal merey might interpoſe and fave the life 
of the party, what, during the interval, muſt have been the fituation 
of a perſon impriſoned, arraigned, convicted, and adjudged to death? 
Such dormant ſtatutes might be conſidered as ſo many daggers ſcat- 
tered around, which the demon of ſuperſtition might at any time 
ſeize and convert to purpoſes the moſt bloody and the moſt deſpe- 
rate., Not a weapon-ſhould be left within the reach of that fell 
goddeſs, 
Mr. Hobhouſe ſaid, that he would dwell no longer upon general 
topics, bur enter upon an examination of the preſent bill, which di- 
vided itſelf into two diſtin parts, the one relating to monaſtic or 
religious houſes, the other to places of education, whether ſeparate 
from ſuch houſes or not. The honourable Baronet had been de- 
fired, by himſelf and others, to ſtate the grounds of this application 
to Parliament, and ta eſtabliſh the neceſſity of legiſlative interfer- 
ence. He had declined to comply with the requeſt, alleging, that 
he had abſtained' from motives of delicacy, leſt a publication of 
names ſhould excite odium againſt individuals : but he (Mr. Hob- 
houſe) would affure the honourable Baronet, that all the perſons 
affeQed by the bill wiſhed and called for inquiry : they challenged 
inveſtigation, and begged that no facts might be ſuppreſſed through 
delicacy. Should, however, this ſentiment of delicacy prevail, a 
Secret Committee, fairly choſen without regard to the politics of 
either fide of the Houſe, might be appointed ; which, after a candid 
and impartial examination of facts, might report their opinion how 
far this or any other meaſure was expedient. Gentlemen could not 
ſurely ſuppoſe that a bill of high importance, and of a penal nature, 
ought to be paſſed on hearſay and ipſe dixit, however reſpectable 
the quarter, and he would grant it to be truly reſpectable, from 
which it proceeded. This was not a caſe in which the Houſe ought 
to legiſlate upon confidence. But although the honourable Baronet 
had ſhewn ſuch great unwillingneſs to put the Houſe into poſſeſſion 
of his information, he (Mr. Hobhouſe) had not the ſame averſion to 
the ſtatement of facts, and hoped that he might be allowed to de- 
ſcend into particulars. What he ſhould advance he had received 
from an authority which was unqueſtionable. The ſocieties of 
Engliſh ladies, who were bound by religious vows abroad, and.who 
have reſided in this country fince the year 1794, conſiſted of ſeven- 43 
teen in number, and contained, in the whole, rather more than three 


hundred perſons, including a few French or Flemiſh ſervants. 3 4 
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Thoſe ladies were, for the-moſt part, ſprung from ſome of the moſt 
reſpectable families in the kingdom. The ſocieties of forcign ladies 
Tere four in number, and conſiſted of about fifty individuals. Of 
male focieties there were only four, three of which were entirely 
compoſed of Engliſh from Douay and Bornhem. The exact amount 
of perſons in theſe ſocieties he haJ not been able to afcertain, but 
he did not imagine that they were numerous. With reſpect to the 
French 'emigrant clergy, very few comparatively, probably not five 
hundred out of five thouſand now in England, belonged to any re- 
Fgio.rs order, or were preſumed to have bound themſelves by any 
monaſtic vow. Such was the ſtate of facts at preſent. Were theſe 
monaſtic inſtitutions then, he would firlt afk, formidable in point of 
the numbers they contained? Certainly not. Had they been in- 
creafing ſince 1794, the period of their formation in this country: 
Quite the contrary. It appeared from the obituary, that, among 
the women only, ſixty had died, and no more than twenty had ſue- 
ceeded in their ſtead; and hence he was entitled to infer, that death 
had made more ravages than religious vows had replaced ; nay, it 
was natural to ſuppoſe that theſe inſtitutions ſhould be in a ſtate of 
diminution ; for it was moſt probable that, when the members of 
them were firſt aſſaulted by the cruel rage of perſecution, the 
greater part of them would fly together in queſt of a peaceful 
afylum, and therefore few were left to join them fince their ſettle- 
ment in Great Britain. Nor was there more reaſon for apprehen- 
fron when their property was conſidered : they loft their houſes and 
moveables by the violence of our enemies ; their funds, which were 
lodged in the bank of Vienna, our magnanimous ally, the Emperor, 
had ſeized, and transferred the poor wanderers over to our charity 
and compaſſion. To the bounty of individuals, and the money they 
received for the education of children, they were indebted for their 
fubfiſtence. But it would be ſaid that their zeal for proſelytiſm might 
be productive of bad effects, for very many of theſe ſocieties had 
opened ſchools. It was certainly true that many of them took 
pupils, but they confined themſelves to the children of Roman Ca- 
tholies, conformably to the injunQions of the law. He had the 
authority of the ſuperiors of the Houſes, at leaſt of the moſt re- 
ſ9cAable abbeſſes and directors, for ſaving, that they never know- 
ingly admitted the child of any Proteſtant. Only two inftances 
occurred in which this rule was violated ; but both were the reſult 
of deception ; and the moment the chitdren were diſcovered to belong 
ta Proteſtant parents, they were difmifſed. Would this teſtimony 
be rejected, becauſe it came from perſons whoſe intereſt in the pre- 
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ters raiſed them above the ſuſpicion. of aſſerting an untruth. A letter 
which he had received from a noble Lord in Wiltſhire, whom 
every one muſt eſteem and reſpect, though he may differ from him 


in religious dogmas (Lord Arundel), confirmed theſe accounts from 


the ſuperiors, and ſtated, ** that the ladies belonging to theſe ſoci- 
etics were peaceable ſubjects, and never interfered with politics ; and 
that neither in theſe houſes, nor in the charity-ſchools, were the 
children of Proteſtant parents ever received. This, after the moſt 


diligent inquiry,” his Lordibip ſaid, © he would take upon him- - 


ſelf to affirm.” Could better authority be brought forward 
than that which was now offered to the Houſe? If then theſe mo- 
naſtic inſtitutions were neither formidable for the number of their 
members, their property, nor their zeal, he was at a loſs to know 
why they ſhould be made the objects of legiſlation. Mr. Hobhouſe 
then proceeded to comment upon the operation of the bill, as far as 
the firſt branch of it, relating to monaſteries, was concerned. It had 
been ſaĩd by a right honourable gentleman (Mr. Ryder) that this bill 
would be a protection to the Roman Catholics. Would it be pro- 
tection to prevent them from replenithing their numbers, and to 
oblige thoſe who ſhould ſurvive their preſent companions, to drag 
out a ſolitary and forlorn life within the dreary walls of a convent ? 
Would it be protection to prevent an unfortunate female, who had 
taken the vows in a foreign country, and who had been expelled 
from the retreat ſhe had choſen, frum finding an aſylum in her na- 
tive land, and from ſpending her days among the intimate com- 
panions of her early life in the ſervice of her Maker? Would it 
be protection to force her back again from your ſhores, without 
friends, and, perhaps, without means of ſupport, a prey to diſap- 


pointment and deſpair ? for ſuch muſt be the effect of cloſing the 
door of the convent againſt her, ſince neither her conſcience nor her 


habits of life would ſuffer her to live in any other way than among 


a ſiſterhood of her own perſuaſion. Was this conſiſtent with the 


humanity and generoſity of England, which had opened her arms to 
all the unfortunate refugees from France, without exception, many 


of whom had, with the utmoſt difficulty, eſcaped impriſonment or 
death? Such a caſe as that which he had ſtated might happen; 


but that it could not happen often, he was ready to admit; for, as 


he had ſaid before, the greateſt part of thoſe who would ſeek 7 
tection here muſt have already arrived. In another point of view, 


Mr. Hobhouſe ſaid, the prevention of new members in theſe mo- 


naſterics would operate cruelly by the Roman Catholics, and diſad- 
vantageouſly to the country. The Roman Catholic families who . 


uſed to ſend their Children abroad for education, now placed them 
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for the purpoſes of inſtruction in theſe religious houſes. Let theſe 
Inſtitutions gradually expire, the parents muſt loſe the comfort and 
happineſs of occaſionally ſeeing their children; for they will then 
' educate them in ſome foreign country, and the money now ſpent 
at home would be carried out of the kingdom. For his own part, 
he thought it better, if the Legiſlature would interfere at all, to pro- 
hibir any new monaſtic affociations, and not ſuffer thoſe in exiſtence 
to increafe their numbers at any time beyond the preſent amount, 
Thus much upon the firſt branch of the bill; the ſecond, which 
impoſed further reſtrictions upon Roman Catholic ſchools, was ne 
leſs objectionable. He believed he might lay it down as a general 
principle, that the choice of education might ſafely be left with the. 
parent. Was it not true that ſcarcely any parent could be found 
who would entruſt his children to the tuition of any perſon of a dif- 
ferent religious perſuaſion from himſelf? The parent's diſcretion 
was a ſufficient ſecurity againſt the danger ſo much apprehended ; 
and for this, as well as other reaſons which it was unneceſſary to 
mention, inſtead of giving efficacy and ſtrength by new penalties to 
that clauſe of the 31ſt of the King, c. 32, which prohibited Ro- 
man Catholic ſchool-maſters from taking the children of Proteſtant 
parents, he would rather vote for its repeal. But if there was any 
propriety in reſtraining Papiſts in that particular (of whom there 
were very few, unleſs, perhaps, the French emigrants were of that 
deſcription) upon the principles of our law, Roman Catholics ought 
to be exempted from ſuch reſtrictions. They had abandoned the 
political principles, which, in the eye of the law, were conſidered as 
dangerous, and their ſchool-maſters ought to have the ſame power of 
receiving children of every deſcription as is enjoyed by other diſ- 
ſenters from the eſtabliſhed church. Hence the clauſe in the 31ſt 
of the King, to which he had alluded, was inconſiſtent with the 
principle which pervaded all the former ſtatutes againſt Roman 
Catholics, becauſe it was alike reſtrictive upon thoſe who abjured 
and thoſe who retained their civil doarines. The fame incongruity 
was copied into the bill now before the Houſe ; Papiſts and Roman 
Catholics were treated as one and the ſame body of men. And what 
was the nature of that treatment? One part of it was moſt tyran- 
nical'and oppreſſive. Their ſchools were made ſubject to the 
domiciliary viſits of the juſtices of the peace ; a new ſpecies of in- 
 - quiſitors with undefined powers. The bill, upon the whole, was 
moſt inexpedient and intolerant, and had been brought forward at 
a moſt unſeaſonable moment. When we were upon the point of 


forming a legiſlative Union with Ireland, a country, three-fourths 


of whoſe inhabitants are Catholics, it — have been more be- 
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coming in us to have reformed our penal code, instead of rendering 
it more faulty, and to have attempted to conciliate and often, in- 
ſtead of exaſperating, the minds of the Iriſh. We had held out 
promiſes, in looſe and vague terms indeed, that“ ſomething ſhould 
be done” for the Catholics of that nation. We had raiſed their 
expectations, and encouraged them to hope that ſome indulgence 
would be granted to them. If we wiſhed that our ſincerity ſhould: 
not be queſtioned, we ought not to inflict ſeverities on that deſcrip- 
tion of people reſident here. If we wiſhed not to diſguſt thoſe whom 
we had pledged to favour and protect, we ought not to proceed for 
one moment in this meaſure. There were many other arguments 
which he could offer againſt the bill; his mind laboured with them, 
they were ſo multifarious and forcible ; what he had already faid, 
he believed, however, was ſufficient to convince any man, whoſe 
judgement was unbiaſſed, and whoſe mind was free- from Pre- 
judice. 
Sir WILLIAM SCOTT admitted, chat the charity and hoſ- 
pitality of the country had been enjoyed by the emigrants with 
great moderation and good conduct on their part. This was theri 
general deſcription, and he approved of the delicacy of the honour- 
able Baronet in avoiding to ſtate any particular exceptions: to it. 
The general ſtatement of the inſtitutions, and their numbers, he 
believed to be correct; but with reſpe& to the males, there was one 
fallacy which he wiſhed to detect. Theſe inſtitutions were looked 
on as conſiſting of monks ; whereas they were compoſed either of 
ſecular prieſts excluſively, or of ſecular prieſts and religieux, a diſ- 


tin deſcription of perſons from thoſe in the contemplation of the 


bill. With regard to theſe people, it was formerly, he believed, the 
general wiſh that on the termination of the war they ſhould return 
home ; but it was the obſcurity in which the arrival of that period 
was involved, that led to all the preſent difficulty of legiſlating on 
the ſubject. If they were only to remain here two or three years, 
a very ſlight regulation, whatever their number, might be ſufficient ;. 


but if they were to continue permanent, then they. would obviouſly 
become proper ſubjects for legiſlation. . Here, then, aroſe all the 


difficulty; for on what ground could it be aſcertained that they 
would return in a few years? Were this objection removed, he 
did not ſee any on the ground of toleration. Theſe inſtitutions 


were not neceſſarily connected with the Roman Catholic religion, as 
it might ſubſiſt in its full force without them, and therefore they 


had nothing to do with toleration. If, then, they were not neceſ- 
farily connected with toleration, they were inſtitutions which, in 
this Proteſtant country, ſhould be diſcountenanced as nnn. to 
Vor. XII. ä © 
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Its religion. Wherever ſituated, they had greatly the advantage, 
in point of numbers and compactneſs, over the parochial clergy, 
ſcattered over the country upon ſmall livings ; for ſuch was their 
general deſcription-with reſpect to income, whatever might be ſaid 
of their opulence. They, therefore, muſt maintain a very unequal 
conteſt againſt ſuch ſocieties ; and, therefore, unleſs he could bring 
himſelf to be of opinion that it was a matter of indifference to diſ- 
courage the Proteſtant religion a little, he ſhould never approve of 
the permanent eſtabliſhment in this country. With regard to the 
Roman Catholic inhabitants themſelves, he did not believe they 
wiſhed it. In Roman Catholic countries, theſe ſocieties had the 
law and public opinion on their fide. Here they were both againſt 
them ; and therefore they could not flouriſh in that ſtate in which 
their fincere friends would wiſh to ſee them. He objected, there- 
fore, to the bill, becauſe its proviſions were permanent, whereas the 
ſubject might be tranſitory and fugitive. Tf, however, theſe ſocic- 
ties were not to be conſidered here in tranſitu, ſtill he thought a very 
flight regulation, free from all oppreſſion, would be ſufficient. He 
would recommend that they ſhould expire with the preſent genera- 
tion, and be placed under the alien act; thus leaving to government, 
on proof of miſconduct, to deal with them as its diſcretion ſhould 
dictate, To carry this into effect, it would be ſufficient to tranſ- 
mit a lift of their numbers to the biſhop of their dioceſe ; and this 
he thought would be far preferable to the reſtricting clauſes, which 
he noticed particularly, and reprobated as cruel and ſevere. With 
regard to the ſccond part, relating to ſchools, he admitted it to be a 
ſubject of great importance. It had long appeared to him, that the 


ſtate of public ſcheols in general was not a matter of indifference 


to the Legiſlature. It had long ſtruck him, that in a country where 
any man might take a large houſe, call it an academy, and collect a 
large ſchool, without any proof of his morals or learning, it was 
poſſible the taſk of education might have fallen into hands in which 
it ought not to continue without the inſpection of the Legiſlature. 
In the preſent caſe this might be done through the medium of the 
bĩ hop of the dioceſe, and properly ſo, as the ecclefiaſtical, and not 
the civil power, had the ſuperintendance of education. The buſi- 
. neſs of the magiſtrates was weighty enough already, and their right 
of viſitation could only produce a feveriſh anxiety in thoſe ſocieties 
ſo ſubject to it. It was not propoſed, he believed, to give them 
viſitorial powers, which included the right to make rules and ordi- 
nances for their internal economy ; and if they were only to have 
their right of walking in and walking out, he did not ſee any good 
to be expected from ſuch viſits. As to the number that had en- 
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tered theſe ſocieties for the ſake of gratuitous education, it reſted en- 
tirely on general aſſertion; and until a return ſhould be made, the 
Legiſlature had no rule to dire it. Under theſe circumſtances, 
therefore, if he ſhould vote againſt the bill, he would do fo, firſt, 
becauſe it went farther than was neceſſary; and, ſecondly, becauſe 
he thought a very ſhort bill, containing one or two proviſions, would 
be ſufficient. 

Mr. ERSKINE profeſſed himſelf a friend to the principles of 
toleration in general; but when he did ſo, he ſaid he could not 
forget the hiſtory of our law as it applied to that ſubject. He could 
not conſent to pronounce a libel on the law of this country ; and 
he muſt alſo defire, that before we pronounced any harſh expreſſions 
upon the old laws of this realm, on the ſubject of the Catholic reli- 
gion, we would place ourſelves in the ſituation of our anceſtors who 
framed thoſe laws, and conſider the reaſons they had for entering on 
thoſe regulations which they did; otherwiſe we ſhould do our an- 
ceſtors great injuſtice, It would be recollected, that when Sir Wil- 
liam Blackſtone wrote his excellent book, the career of tolcration 
had not commenced among us; all that was ſuffered under that 
name was not under the law, bur was a mere winking of the ſtate, 
But our anceſtors, when they enacted the laws which appear now to 
us ſo rigorous, were under great difficultics. They were under the 
neceſſity of making general and ſevere laws, becauſe they could not 
make any diſcrimination, and truſt, as we can now, when there is a 
neceſſity, for it, to the humanity of the country in the execution. 
The firſt law which paſſed in the way of tolcration was that which 
was called Sir George Saville's act, an act worthy of his name; and 
it was followed up by others, ſome of which had his (Mr. Erſkine's) 
ſupport. But he could not help ſaying now, that it was hard, after 
all this ſpirit of toleration, manifeſted fo often as it had been, the 
Legiſlature ſhould be conſidered as it were weary of its humanity, 
and betaking itſelf to its antient jealouſy againſi Catholics. It was 
ſtated, that there was a general cry againit Catholies; he ſhould 
be aſhamed to join in ſuch a cry, if there was ; he joined rather with 
the honourable Baronet in ſaying, that the Catholics of this country 
had conducted themſelves ſo well that they deſerved all the favours 
they had received from it, and they have juſtified the policy which 
has been adopted with regard to them. The Houſe would do well, 
however, to mark how this country has been compelled to act in 
former times with regard to the Catholics ; for we had a prince 
now upon the throne whoſe anceſtor aſcended it, not by hereditary 
right of deſcent, but by a ſolemn act of legiſlation, and that paſſed 


in conſequence of the Catholic policy of his predeceſſors upon that 
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Throne, and therefore it was not wonderful to find in our ſtatute 
book ſo many acts againſt Catholics. But as to the bill now before 
the Houſe, although it prevented the growth of Catholic influence, 
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it was yet an enabling bill, and without which the Catholics would 


be liable to many ſeverities from which they are exempted by it. 
Some might imagine that monaſtic inſtitutions were part of the law 
of the land; fo far from it, that they cannot in monaſteries carry 
on any thing of a ſecret nature in this country; the place of the 
worſhip of its votaries is not only open to every magiſtrate, but to 
every man who chuſes to be preſent ; and whatever oath they may 


have taken, if they bar their doors they are obnoxious to all the pe- 


nalties of the old laws upon the ſubject of Catholics: —{ Here he 
read a clauſe in a ſtatute to prove this. |—As to the evils of allowing 
thoſe monaſtic ſocieties to ſpring up, and the influence of their 
number, the multitude of children they would have under their 
care, and the danger to be apprehended to the ſtate from theſe cir- 
cumſtances, he owned he apprehended but little on that account, 
provided the religious houſes were under proper regulation ; but 
otherwiſe they might be dangerous. Under the monarchy, all the 
towns in France were under theſe inſtitutions of monaſtic commu- 
nities ; and he obſerved, that there was a ſpirit among the Catholics 
in this country to enlarge their influence ; for he had ſeen an adver- 
tiſement, inviting all elaſſes of the ſubjects of this country to come 
to them. They propoſe to educate the youth of this country, and 
to make the Catholic religion popular, which this bill did not ſeck 
to check, but wholeſomely to regulate. They came into this 
country, but they could not have remained here without the royal 
licenſe or permiſſion, independent of any proviſions of the alien 
bill. He would fay, therefore, that but for an enabling clauſe in 
the bill now propoſed, theſe unhappy people could not exerciſe their 
religion; by it they will have a right to do ſo, provided they have a 
licenſe from His Majeſty, but not otherwiſe. Under ſuch reſtrie- 
tion he apprehended they could not, in their preſent number, be 
dangerous. There was only one thing which made an impreſſion 
on his mind, and led him to have ſome doubts as to the policy of 
this bill. We had allowed ſome unhappy Catholics who were now 
here, to take ſhelter from a ſtorm. Suppoſe others ſhould come 
for the ſame reaſon—by the preſent proviſion of the bill they can- 
not be received ; for it is provided that the numbers ſhall not be kept 
up as they die; now, by leaving out three words that were in the 
bill, a power might be given to His Majeſty to grant his royal 
licenſe to thoſe who may come hereafter, provided that the whole 
ſhall not exceed a given number; this would not contribute to the 
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increaſe of Catholic influence; beſides, by giving His Majeſty this 


power of granting his licenſe, His Majeſty would of courſe have the 
wer of withholding that licenſe, and which, we were well aſſured, 


he would do as to his wiſdom ſhould ſeem meet: a better ſecurity 


in the nature of diſcretion, we never could have. Under ſuch regu- 
lations, conditions, and reſtrictions, he ſaw no reaſon to refuſe them 
conſiderable indulgences. There was, at preſent, very great ob- 
ſcurity on the queſtion of the termination of this war; and indeed, 
if it were to terminate to-morrow, we cannot form any idea of the 
condition which France will aſſume; it therefore appeared to him 
that there was probable permanence enough about the condition of 
the Catholics in this country to make them fit objects of legiſla- 
tion. The preſcnt meaſure granted to the unfortunate victims who 
had been driven into this country by the tempeſts which had ton 
their own, every comfort and convenience that they could deſire; and 
the only reſtraint was, that thoſe inſtitutions ſo, created ſhould die 
a natural death, and not be recruited from the Proteſtant inhabitants 
of this country, Formerly it was the conſideration of the Legiſla- 
ture to reſtrain, now it had only to regulate, the conduct of the Ca- 
tholics in this country. There was but one point more to which he 
had to advert; and that was, the power which it was propoſed ſhould 
be given to the magiſtrates to viſit theſe monaſtic houſes. He could 
not conceive that the magiſtrates would be guilty of any oppreſſion 
towards theſe perſons at their ſchools ; this was to require no more 
than a neceffary ſecurity, in his apprehenſion. Neither did he be- 
lieve that the return of the Catholics for the indulgences of this bill 
would be evil ; for that would be returning evil for good, of which 
he did not think the Catholics of this country would be guilty ; but 
as it was part of the Catholic, as indeed it was of every religion, 
to endeavour to extend itſelf, it was neceffary there ſhould be ſome 
ſceurity againſt that extenſion : in a word, the reaſons why he ſup- 
ported this bill were, that it gave encouragement, in ſome reſpeQs, 
to thoſe who were the object of it, by ſecuring them againſt penal- 
ties, to which, in certain caſes, they would otherwiſe be ſubject, 
while it put them under regulations which appeared to him to be 
neceſſary, For all theſe reaſons he ſhould vote in favour of the 
preſent bill. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, he had been liſtening with great atten- 


tion to every perſon who had ſpoken on the ſubject now before the 


Houſe, and particularly to the two honourable and learned gentle- 
men who had taken part in it. He ſhould neither follow them nor 


any other perſon in the detail of their arguments, but endeavour. to 


bring the queſtion now before the Houſe into as narrow a compaſy 
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as the thing was capable of. By the queſtion, he meant the ſub. 
ſtance of that on which the deciſion of the Houſe was to be taken. 

The honourable and learned gentleman who had juſt ſat down, had 
gone, he apprehended, conſiderably beſide the queſtion, which really 
was this: Whether there does exiſt at this moment, in the con. 

duct of the Catholics in this country, any ground to blame them 
Whether, in a word, any body could fairly impute to any of them 
any miſconduct whatever ?”— No gentleman had yet met this queſ. 
tion, and yet every gentleman ſeemed to admit that this was the 
point for the diſcuſſion of the Houſe. One honourable member 
ſaid, the Houſe ſhould not proceed unleſs they ſaw actual miſcon- 
duct. On what ground was the Houſe to decide that this meaſure 
was necefſary? Were they to proceed on general rumour or hear- 
ſay? Were they to proceed on a regulating bill, merely upon con- 
fidence in thoſe who ſaid it was neceſſary? Or, would the advo- 
cates of the bill come at once to that ſhort iſſue, Was there any 
miſconduct in the Catholics that rendered this or any regulation ne- 
ceſſary?' Whether monaſteries ſhould or ſhould not exiſt, he 
ſhould not at preſent argue; neither ſhould he now ſay any thing 
upon the queſtion, whether Parhament ſhould or ſhould not at any 
time prevent them. Theſe were points that appeared to him to 
be foreign to the queſtion before the Houſe, becauſe that was a queſ- 
tion of regulation. What he firſt ſhould humbly infiſt upon was 
this : that there ought to be made out a caſe ſhewing the neceſſity 
of this meaſure, or of ſome meaſure, before the Houſe agreed to any 
alteration in the law upon the ſubject. The learned gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt, had called this an enabling bill; he did not think 
that learned gentleman had peruſed it very accurately, nor very at- 
tentively examined what the law was already upon this point ; if 
he had, he would have found there was no neceſſity for this enabling 
bill. As to moſt of the objects of the bill, or rather thoſe which 
were ſuppoſed to be the objects of it, and their reſidence, he muſt 
obſerve there was no power to remove them, for they were natural- 


[Commong, 


born ſubjects of this realm, and for the ſame reaſon they would not 


be put under the operation of the alien act. But there was one 
great miſtake which the friends-of the bill fell into, that of con- 
founding the idea of vows with legal obligations in theſe nunneries, 


or monaſtic inſtitutions ; whereas there was, in this country, no 


ſuch thing as a legal obligation attached to a vow. There was no 
legal power of attaching any civil puniſhment to thoſe who broke 
their vows in this country. Any number of ladies might meet to- 
gether, and make a vow that they would die old maids ; but they 
could not be bound by law to obſerve that vow. In other caun- 
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tries, if a nun run away, or married, ſhe was puniſhable by the 
civil power; but here there was no ſuch law, and therefore the idea 
was idle of making an alteration in the law upon that ſubjeR, be- 
cauſe upon that ſubject there was no law. Many compliments 
had been paid to the honourable Baronet who brought in this bill. 
No man could think higher of his virtues and talents than he did; 
but on the preſent occaſion he ſaw no room for compliments on the 
delicacy and forbearance of the framers of the bill; for ſure he was 
that it was fraught with every thing that muſt inſult the pride and 
alarm the feelings of the Roman Catholics of this country, than 
which deſcription of the community none was more exemplary in 
their conduct as men and as ſubjects. It was telling the Roman 
Catholic gentlemen, that we underſtood their intereſts, and could 
direct their feelings, better than themſelves, and that we knew beft 
how and where their children ſhould be educated. But, after all, in 
what does this delicacy, ſo much panegyrized, conſiſt? in abſtain- 
ing from ſpecifying particular places, or particular perſons, and 
from expoſing thoſe whom we have taken under our protection to 
popular indignation and rage. This delicacy and forbearance would 
have no ſuch effect - on the contrary, he would contend that it 
would expoſe both foreign and Engliſh Roman Catholics to be vic- 
tims of popular fury. The meaſure muſt be felt as ſuch by thoſe 
who recolle& the horrors that diſgraced the year 1780. Under 
the pretext of religious alarm, what was then ſought for but plun- 
der, maſſacre, and firings? If once arouſed, who can controul 
the ſavage madneſs of ſuch a mob, or prevent its running into a 
general undiſtinguiſhing cry againſt the whole body of Roman Ca- 
tholics* This reflection muſt make the promoters of the mea- 
ſure ſhudder at the conſequences which it is more than poſſible it 
may produce. At leaſt it ſhould induce the Houſe to pauſe before 
they procceded too haſtily to adopt it, or any meaſure that might riſk 
ſuch horrible and inealeulable miſchief. But it will ſtill be ſaid 
there is no harm, no miſchief to be dreaded from it. He would 
aſk, where was its neceſſity? Without a neceſſity, a well-proved 
neceſſity, no legiſlative act ſhould be proceeded to. But of late 
every gentleman has become a law-maker, whether new laws were 
called for or not. If laws are enadted without the plea of neceſſity, 
or of ſome evident good to be derived from it, the multiplying of 
ſuch laws is only ſpreading imbecility over the reſt of your ſtatutes. - 
Without a ſtrong caſe were previouſly made out, he muſt therefore 
again entreat gentlemen not to lend their countenance to a meaſure 
which, if duly conſidered, may be- found pregnant with the moſt | 
horrible miſchiefs. When the mob in the year 1780 roſe againſt 
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the Catholics, they had Parliament againſt them ; for Parliament 
was then employed in repealing laws that bore hard upon the Roman 
Catholics; at preſent they would find the Houſe of Commons, at 
leaſt, countenancing injurious ſuſpicions of that claſs of their fellow. 
ſubjects. He was induced to oppoſe this bill, becauſe he did not 
wiſh the Catholics to be expoſed to popular indignation. Would 
any man, who remembered what happened in 1780, tell him there 
was no danger to be apprehended from a furious, plundering, deſola- 
ting and proſeribing mob, with the cry of No Popery ?” Would 
any man tell him there was no probability that any deſigning, artful 
demagogue, ſhould ariſe and pretend that the preſent high price of 
proviſions was owing to the Catholics in this country? And who 
would anſwer for the conſequences? It was not enough to ſay 
that the people were now more enlightened. than they were; a mob, 
whenever they were put in motion, had but one way of proceeding, 
and that was to take a catch-word, and, under it, to plunder and 
deſtroy wherever they proceeded. All this he ſaw at leaſt as a poſ- 
ſibility, by encouraging theſe legiſlative proviſions without neceſſity. 
It had been ſaid, that in the time of James II. there was but one 
Catholic in this country to an hundred Proteſtants, and that the num- 
ber was the ſame, or nearly the ſame, now ; but did any man ſeriouſly 
mean to ſay that the danger at this time from the Catholic religion 
was the ſame as at that time? He had heard a good deal faid in praiſe 
of toleration, as it was called, in this country. He confeſſed freely 
he was almoſt induced to hate the word, becauſe it was but another 
name for mitigating perſecution. The true ſentence of juſtice was 
« Freedom of Worſhip.” As to the proviſion in the bill which 
authoriſes magiſtrates to viſit and inſpe& the Roman Catholic ſemi- 
naries, he could think of nothing that more rudely violated all de- 
corum and delicacy, Why not viſit and inſpect the places of edu- 
cation of other ſeas ; or why hold out the falſchood that the Catho- 
lies were more to be feared? It was wonderful how the framers 
of the bill ſeemed to be influenced only by ſhadows and alarms, and 
never thought of any thing like proofs to juſtify the neceſſity of the 
meaſure. How came it to paſs that on this occafion they were fo 
regardleſs of the evidence of facts? He had facts, however, to ad- 
duce, though he muſt beg pardon of thoſe ne legiſlators for at- 
tempting to obtrude any, as they ſeemed to them to be wholly un- 
neceſſary. Mr. Sheridan then proceeded to read a number of do- 
cuments, by which it appeared that all miſtreſſes of the Roman Ca- 
tholic boarding · ſehools had been aſked the queſtion, whether they had 
any proteſtant young ladies under their care, or whether they were 
in the habit of admitting them as pupils? The uniform anſwer 
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was, None; None; Never. They were alſo aſked, if they offered 
to educate, or did really educate Proteſtant young women for no- 
thing? They were all anxious to be exculpated from this charge 
of charity: they never were guilty of ſuch a thing, except in one, 
or perhaps two inſtances, and then the young women were Catho- 
lics, not Proteſtants. A fooliſh alarm had alſo been ſent abroad 
reſpeQing the number of emigrant clergy now in this country ; they 
were ſaid to amount to 5000; and perſons had even been abſurd 
enough to ſay, that in one county alone they had converted 2000 
houſemaids. How this wonderful converſion was brought about, 
he could not well conceive. . The emigrant prieſts ſpoke but little 
Engliſh, and our houſemaids, he believed, ſpoke as little French. 
Beſides, it was nothing to the purpoſe to bring in the conduct of the 
emigrant prieſts on this occaſion, as the bill in queſtion did not go 
to affect them in the leaſt, In no inſtance, indeed, had any argu- 
ment been urged to ſupport the bill as it really ſtood. The 
framers of it, indeed, pretended that it was A Bill to explain, 


amend, and render more effectual the 3 1ſt of His Majeſty ;” but 


when examined it would rather appear to be A Bill to confound, 
deform, and render nugatory that act. The honourable gentle- 
man next proceeded to ſhew, that, out of the ſeventeen convents 
that were now eſtabliſhed in this country, only nine of them took 


in pupils. They were the only ſchools to which Roman Catholic 


gentlemen could ſend their children to be educated ; and was it not 
better that they ſhould be educated here, under the eyes of their pa- 
rents, and under the vigilant inſpection of government, than in 
France, or any other foreign country, where their political as 
well as moral principles were ſuppoſed to run ſuch riſk of being 
corrupted? He was ready to confeſs that there was, in his opinion, 


a great deal of prejudice in the minds of many well-meaning per- 


ſons in this country upon the ſubject; and that of ſuppoſing the 
Catholic to be a worſe religion than others to a State in the preſent 
ſtate of things, was only a political and moral falſchood. Upon the 
ſubject of the ſuppoſed operation of the funds of theſe monaſteries 
being more than a match for the Church of England, he ſaid that 
appeared to him to be abſolutely ridiculous. He faid it ſhould 
ſeem as if theſe poor Catholics poſſeſſed all their former wealth and 
ſplendour, and that all their lands and goods had not been turned 
over with the cathedrals to our Church——as if Harry the Eighth had 
never ſtripped them of any thing, whereas he left them little but 
their vows to feed upon; nor have they had any other food by the 
rules of law in this country ſince the Reformation: and therefore, 
to ſuppoſe that a few obſcure nuns, living in a garret, could, by ſcat» 
Vor. XII. 2 
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tering their wealth in this country, eclipſe our eſtabliſhed church in 
ſplendour, and thereby become dangerous, appeared to him to be 
abſolutely ridiculous. Indeed, it was much to be apprehended, 
that this bill had its origin in a mixture of other motives than thoſe 
that were merely religious; or it might poſſibly ariſe out of a con. 
troverſial ſpirit. This ſpirit had lately ſhewn itſelf, more particu. 
larly at Wincheſter, where the emigrants were not very popular, as 
perhaps it was natural for the people to be ſomewhat angry at ſeeing 
the King's Caſtle there garriſoned only by French prieſts. Mr. 
Sheridan then mentioned the contraverſy that was now carried on 
between Dr. Sturges and Mr. Milner, on both of whom he be- 
ſtowed the praiſe of erudition and. abilities. Dr. Sturges, he was 
ſure, did not want parliamentary aſſiſtance to aid him in refuting 
Mr. Milner's doctrines, though the latter indeed was rather a formi- 
dable antagoniſt. He next inſtanced the cruel treatment received 
by M. VAbbe Fleury in Hampſhire, who had been torn from his 
home by an order from the Secretary of State, though it was not yet 
known what crime had been laid to his charge, and the moſt re- 
ſpectable teſtimonies had been given to his character by gentlemen 
who had an opportunity of obſerving it for ſeven years. All theſe 
papers and documents he was ready to lay before the Houſe ; and he 
hoped their juſtice and candour would not think it too much, that 
this evidence ſhould be inquired into before the bill was farther pro- 
ceeded on. It was merely his wiſh, that a Committee might be 
appointed to inſpe&t them, and report whether they ſaw any neceſſity 
for the meaſure. Nothing, in his mind, could be more inauſpi- 
clous than ſuch a bill at this time, when we were about to receive 
into the country a number of repreſentatives from Ireland, upon an 
idea of an Union of intereſt as well as political ſhew, an Union 
with a country three-fourths. of whoſe inhabitants were Catholics. 
He concluded with obſerving, that this bill was not worthy of being, 
as it were, the legacy of the laſt Engliſh Parliament to its ſucce(- 
ſors; that it was hurtful to the feelings of the Catholics, incom- 
patible with our profeſſions of liberality, not countenanced by the 
ſpirit of our Conſtitution, the baſis of which was freedom, and poſ- 
fibly introduQtory of great public miſchief, as well as private vexa- 
tion. Under theſe conſiderations, he ſhould end with a propoſition 
« That the Houſe do appoint a Committee to inquire into the ſtate 
of theſe religious hou ſes, &c. and proceed no farther until it had 
ſome evidence upon the ſubject, upon which to deliberate ;” for 


which purpoſe he would move * that this examination be adjourned 
to Monday next.” I 


their « 


Ought 
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Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, that the motion of the honourable gen- 
tleman could not at preſent be put; for the queſtion was, That 
he do now leave the chair,” which muſt be diſpoſed of before any 
other be put ; ſhould it be the pleaſure of the Houſe to negative that 
queſtion, it would then be competent to the honourable gentleman 
to move his propoſition, or indeed any other he ſhould think good 
to make ; but till then the rules of the Houſe would not admit 
of it. 

Mr. PERCIVAL faid, he could not concur with the honour- 
able gentleman who ſpoke laſt, nor with another on the ſame ſide 
of the Houſe with himſelf, that this ſubject was too inſignificant 
to deſerve a debate in the Houſe; neither did it appear to him to 
be unworthy of being the laſt ſolemn act of the Engliſh Parliament 
for it was, in his opinion, a meaſure extremely important to the re- 
ligion of the country, and, in that character, highly intereſting to us 
all, as intimately conneQed with ſome of the moſt endearing parts 
of our conſtitution. He would not accept of the challenge thrown 
out to diſcuſs the evidence of the conduct of the Catholics, be- 


cauſe, in the view he had of the ſubjeR, the conduct and the cha- 


racter of theſe gentlemen was wholly immaterial to the queſtion now 
before the Houſe, which was a queſtion of general policy, not on 
any ground of guilt in any of the parties conneQed with theſe ſocie- 
ties. He went on another ground, a ground of regulation of Catho- 
lic inſtitutions in this country, a meaſure that appeared to him to 
be ſo far from being improper on account of the religious houſes 
being of ſo late an eſtabliſhment (which had been ſtated to be the 
mere eſtabliſhment of to-day), that he would ſay, if, inſtead of 
their being eſtabliſhed here to-day, they had only failed from ſome 
part of the Continent with intent to come into this country, it would 
not be too ſoon for the Legiſlature to ſet about making ſome regu- 
lations for them whenever they ſhould arrive ; . for we not only had 
a right to do this, but it was of the very eſſence of an important 
branch of the Conſtitution that ſome ſuch regulation ſhould take 
place. Some gentlemen might think the ground of neceflity was 
not ſufficiently clear ; he was at variance in opinion with thoſe who 


thought ſo. He conſidered it as the ſpirit of the Catholic perſua- | 


ſion to make as many converts as poſſible—indeed it was the prin- 
ciple of every religion to a given extent, but emphatically ſo of the 
Catholic ; and, therefore, while we were talking of kindneſs to the 
Catholics, and while we expected gratitude from them for ſuch 
kindneſs, we were not to be ſurpriſed: if that gratitude conſiſted in 
their endeavouring to convert the whole nation into Catholics ; nor 
ought we to be angry with them for ſuch an attempt, for they be- 
2 2 
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lieved they could not obtain for us a greater bleſſing than to make 
Catholics of us all; but it was our buſineſs to be on our guard 
againſt ſuch a ſpirit, ſince it was inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of our 
Conſtitution, He faid this the more readily, from a conviction 
that the Catholic religion would ſoon be eſtabliſhed in France—and 
this the very lateſt accounts received from the Continent ſeemed to 
ſhew ; for when the French entered Milan, the firſt thing done 
was to iſſue a proclamation, to aſſure the inhabitants that the Catho- 
lic religion ſhould be reſpected : indeed, he who could afſume the 
Mahometan in Egypt for political purpoſes, could not have much 
difficulty in aſſuming the Catholic in France; and therefore, if the 
power of the Firſt Conſul continued many months, he had no more 
doubt than he had of his own exiſtence, that the Catholic religion 
would be eſtabliſhed in France. Now he would not ſay a word 
againſt toleration; there was not in England a man who had more 
eſtcem for it than himſelf; but that did not compel him to lay 
aſide all precaution againſt the poſſible effects of the over-growth of 
Popery in this country, He ſhould not wiſh to ſee the hair of a 
man's head hurt on account of his religious opinions ; but that did 
not compel him to think that Catholics are the beſt ſubjects to this 
country. He thought the bill ought to go into a Committee, in 
which he hoped to ſee ſome amendments adopted. 
Sir WILLIAM SCOTT explained. 

Dr. LAURENCE deprecated the meaſure, and adverted to its 
. peculiar impolicy at the preſent moment. It was well known, 
he obſerved, that the advocates for the Iriſh Union circulated 
throughout that country the idea that the Union would lead to the 
final relief of the Catholics; and he had reaſon to know the faQ, 
that many of them were induced to fign addreſſes in favour of the 
Vnion under that impreſſion. . The bill in queſtion went to brand 
them all as ſeQaries, and even to treat them more harſhly. It was 
that way (in conſequence of ſuch invidious diſtinctions as already in 
ſome degree exiſted) that the Catholics moſt ſorely felt the oppreſ- 
Hons under which they laboured—the marked diſtinction which the 
bill went to attach to the Catholics with reſpect to ſchools, would 
prove the moſt galling of any; the reſtrictions to be impoſed, and 
the powers given to juſtices, would be grievous in the extreme. In 
what related to the great concern of education, they were even 
branded with obloquy.— Why ?—He would aſk, Was the child of 
a Church of England Proteſtant more in danger from a Catholic 
than from a Sectarian tutor? The latter certainly differed as much 
from the doctrines of the Church of England as did the Catholics; 
and by ſome, they were held to differ more widely, and that much 
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e real danger was to be apprehended from the laxity of their tenets 
d on the ſcore of atheiſm and infidelity. Why then attempt to brand 
r the Catholics with ſuch invidious diſtinctions, or inereaſe the penal- 
n ties upon them? At the preſent moment, it was not only unjuſt, 
d but impolitic. No doubts could be entertained, as was ſuggeſted by 
0 an honourable gentleman arguing in favour of the bill, of the ille- 
c gality of the eſtabliſhments and endowments. He did not mean | 
= to ſay they were legal; but a proper diſtinQtion fhould be drawn, | 
Ne between thoſe and voluntary vows, which were not illegal ; and Z 
h upon theſe the bill moſt materially trenched. He aſſerted, that it . ö 
he was not poſſible to prohibit voluntary vows, without direct perſecu- 7 
re tion; and the bill could not be proceeded with, conſiſtent with juſ- | 1 
on tice, wiſdom, and equity, particularly in thoſe proviſions which [| 4 
rd went invidiouſly to diſtinguiſh the Roman Catholics from every other ö 1. 
Te ſpecies of Diſſenters. At the preſent moment ſuch a ſtep muſt | k 
lay even be dangerous, when ſuch a ferment exiſted in the popular "nl 
of mind, ariſing from the effects of unavoidable ſcarcity, and the preſſure - 
f a of the public burthens : the populace might want victims for their Wl 
did fury; and to have theſe perſons pointed out by being branded with 0 
his ſuch diſtinctions, and thoſe ſanctioned by the authority of that 
in Houſe, might lead to conſequences ever to be deplored ; and he muſt 
cenſure the idea, that a degree of real danger in the country then 
called upon the Legiſlature to go the length of paſſing a bill which in 
Its certain points undoubtedly went to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of coercion. 
wn, The SECRETARY AT WAR ſpoke ſhortly in explanation; 
ated and obſerved, that with reſpe& to the poſitive advantages of monaſ- 
the tic inſtitutions in a country, he had given no decided opinion ; it 
fact, was a point on which he knew that very able men entertained con- 
| the fiderable doubts. 
rand The queſtion being called for, a diviſion took place, when there 
was appeared, 
dy in For the Speaker's leaving the chair, 52; Againſt it, 24. 
preſ- Majority, 28. | 
h the The Houſe reſolved into a Committee upon the bill pro forma; 
yould and the Chairman was directed to report progreſs, and aſk leave to 
, and fit again. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Tueſday, Fune 24. 


Earl TexMPLE, accompanied by the Chancellor of the Exche. 
quer, and ſeveral Members, brought up from the Commons a bill, 
intituled, A Bill for the Union of Great Britain with Ireland ;” 
Which ves laid upon the table. 

Lord GREN VILLE then moved the firſt reading of the Union 
Bill; which being read, his Lordſhip moved, that the bill be printed 
for the uſe of the Houſe. He then gave notice that on Tueſday 
next he ſhould move the ſecond reading of the bill, for which day 
he moved that their Lordſhips be ſummoned ; which was ordered 
accordingly. | 


___— " « 4 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tueſday, Fune 24. 


Mr. Chancellor P1TT moved the order of the day for the third 
reading of the bill for the Union of Great Britain with Ireland. 

The queſtion. being put, that this bill be now read a third 
time, 

Mr. TIERNEY obſerved, that by the reſolutions as they now 
ſtood, Ireland was to have 100 repreſentatives in the Houſe of 
Commons. Now, if it ſhould hereafter appear that 668 members 
was a number too large for the general repreſentation, -he wiſhed 
to know, whether there was to be any objeRion that Ireland ſhould 


bear a part of the reduction, if any reduction ſhould be thought 


neceſſary; or whether, at all events, we were to guarantee to Ire- 
land its 100 Members? He wiſhed to know, whether any means 
were to be adopted to obviate a difficulty that might ariſe in this 
particular ? 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, he was not aware of any difficulty 
there would be, and therefore there did not appear any thing to be 
obviated. The reſolutions he underſtood to be felt to be ſuch, that 
no obſtruction was likely to be offered. Nothing of this kind oc- 
curred in the caſe of Scotland. 

Mr. TIERNEY obſerved, that the reſolutions were in words, 
e Reſolutions agreed upon for ever,” which implied upon the face of 
them that no alteration ſhould ever take place. | 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, if any thing was now offered by 
way of proviſion upon this ſubject, which did not differ from the 
reſolutions already agreed to, ſuch a meaſure would be uſeleſs. If 
any thing was offered that tended to alter any part of theſe reſolu- 
tions, he ſhould oppoſe it. 

The bill was read a third time and paſſed, and ordered to be car- 
ried to the Lords by Lord Temple. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that he meant to move this ſeſſion the 
ſame reſolutions with regard to finance which laſt ſeſſion he had the 
honour to ſubmit to the Houſe ; but he was unable to colle& the 
neceſſary materials, from thoſe accounts being till withheld which 
had been ſo often called for and ſo often promiſed, The right ho- 
nourable Chancellor of the Exchequer had never yet produced the 
treaty ſaid to have been concluded between His Majeſty and the 


Emperor of Germany, and had kept the country in the dark with 


regard to the manner in which he meant to ſubſidize foreign powers. 
Theſe papers ought to have been preſented long ago ; but they 
were now more loudly called for than ever; and he truſted the 
right honourable gentleman would name an early day, when ke 
would certainly produce them. From the events which had re- 
cently occurred on the Continent, he hoped that the idea of ſending 
ſubſidies abroad was completely abandoned. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he was till unable to fix upon 
the day when he ſhould have the honour of laying before the Houſe 
copies of the treaties concluded between His Majeſty and his allies 
but it ſhould certainly be as early as poſſible, fince he was as anxi- 
ous to preſent them as the honourable gentleman could be to ſee 
them preſented. He begged leave at the ſame time to aſſure the 
Houſe, that he was very far from thinking it would be expedient 
to abandon the plan of granting ſubſidies. If our allies were in- 
clined to perſevere in their laudable exertions in favour of the com- 
mon cauſe, he did not ſee why we ſhould be induced to withhold 
from them our aſſiſtance from any rumours which might this ay 
have been ſpread abroad, 

Mr. TIERNEY replied, that at the preſent advanced ſtage of 
the ſeſſion, it was of the utmoſt importance that a notice ſhould be 
given of the day when theſe documents might be expected. Can- 
dour and fairneſs required a more explicit declaration from the 
honourable gentleman. It was a ſubje& of too great importance to 
be braught down on one day, and allotted for the diſcuſſion of the 
next, Now it was underſtood that public buſineſs was over for the 
ſeſſion, and ſuch a buſineſs as this ſhould not be brought forward at 


all in ſo late a period of the ſeſſion; or if it was, there ſhould be 
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allowed a fortnight's notice of it.— He ſhould think, indeed, that 
a call of the Houſe would be proper on ſuch an occaſion. _ 

Mr. JEKYLL faid, he deplored the condition of this country, if 
any further ſubfidy was to be ſent to any foreign power; or that 
the right honourable gentleman ſhould perſiſt in any ſuch meaſure as 
a ſubſidy.— After the recent events on the Continent®, he ſhould 
have hoped the idea would be altogether abandoned ; or, if perſiſted 
in, that the right honourable gentleman would, at leaſt, aſſent to a 
call of the Houſe. He was confident that the people of this country 
wiſhed their conſtituents to vote againſt ſuch a meaſure as that of a 
ſubſidy. He was confident the people wiſhed not to ſee a ſingle 
guinea go out of this country for the ſupport of the preſent war. — 


His object was to know, whether the right honourable gentleman 


would object to a call of the Houſe, or not? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he had heard nothing that made 
it appear to him to be his duty to ſay any thing upon the ſubject 
alluded to by the honourable gentleman ; he would add, however, 
that a call did not appear to him to be neceſſary under the preſent 
circumſtances of affairs. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that from the news which had that day 
been received, the neceſſity of honourable members attending at this 
awful criſis muſt be evident to every one. A call of the Houſe 
might occaſion inconvenience ; but was the moſt ſacred of duties on 
that account to be ſacrificed? It would, he confeſſed, be a diſa- 
greeable taſk ; but on Friday next he himſelf ſhould move for a 
call of the Houſe, He ſhould have fixed upon Thurſday, as being an 
earlier, and therefore on this urgent occaſion a preferable day, were 
it not that a moſt important trial was that day to take place, which 
would engage his learned friend. g 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the rumour which reached 
town to-day, honourable gentlemen ſeemed to take for granted to be 
authentie - now, upon that ſubject he would only ſay, that it was 
of no other authority than a telegraphic account from Paris. — He 
did not ſay it was not true; but it did not come in ſuch a ſhape as 


to be confidered as authentic. However, the queſtion of the call 


was to be brought forward, and this was not the ſeaſon to ſay any 
thing upon it. | 

Sir H. MILDMAY moved the order of the day on the bill for 
regulating monaſtic inſtitutions. 

The queſtion being put, That the Speaker do now leave the 
chair, | 


— 


— 


* Alluding to the defeat of the Auſtrians at Masengo. 
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Mr. SHERIDAN roſe to oppoſe the Speaker's leaving the 
Chair. He maintained that the bill would occaſion the very evil 
it was intended to remedy, and ſupported this poſition at confider- 
able length and with great ingenuity. It was ſaid in the preamble 
of the bill, he remarked, ** that whereas certain religious ſocieties 
had come over to this country, it might be expedient to permit 
their continuance.” They would only be monaſteries after the 
paſſing of the bill, for at preſent they were not under vows ; they 
claimed no power of controuling their members, or compelling 
their reſidenee; they were ſubject to the viſitation of magiſtrates; 
Their affociation was not in violation of any one exiſting law. — 
Afterwards it was propoſed to place them on the footing on which 
they ſtood on the Continent, and then indeed they might be objects 
of jealouſy. | 

Mr. ERSKINE, from nothing that he had heard, was inclined 
to change the ſentiments he had expreſſed yeſterday. . The preſent 
bill was meant to protect Catholics in their religious privileges; 
whereas, as the law now ſtood, they were liable, every time they 
collected into any kind of ſtrict religious ſociety, or attempted any 
plan of inſtruction, to be interrupted by informers. According to 
Sir George Saville's ac, no Catholic could exerciſe his religious 
rites without being liable to very heavy penalties. Thoſe perſons, 
therefore, who think themſelves bound by conſcience to this mode 
of worſhip, will, under the operations of the preſent bill, be relieved 
from much diſagreeable uncertainty. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he would defy all the lawyers in the 
world to anſwer the objections which had been brought againſt it. 

Mr. Erſkine having left the Houſe, Mr. Sheridan challenged 
any of the gentlemen of the long robe preſent to defend the law 
that Mr. Erſkine had advanced ; but it was declined, 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR aid, that this bill was to 
eſtabliſh the monaſteries now exiſting in England. If to eſtabliſh 


was meant to tolerate, the bill was altogether nugatory, fince, as had 


been ably ſhewn by the honourable gentleman over the way, they 
were quite conformable to the preſent laws. Ab abſurds, there- 
fore, it was probably intended, by eſtabliſhing them, to ere them 


into independent corporations, as they were in France; and could 


any one, particularly could the dreaders of Popery, confider ſuch a 


meaſure as expedient ? If the King's licenſe to be granted in virtue 
of this bill is neceſſary to the reſidence of theſe prieſts and nuns in 


England, then the withdrawing of that licenſe muſt render their re- 
ſidence illegal, and hundreds of Britiſh-born ſubje&s would be 
driven from their native home. r 
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Mr. BUXTON ſaid, that the ingenuity of the right honourable 
gentleman's (the Secretary at War) arguments convinced him 
of the extreme difficulty and delicacy of legiflating on the 
ſubjea of monaſtic inſtitutions, inſtitutions not known to the 
laws of this country; and from what he heard, he now thought 
it his duty to ſupport the bill. The Houſe were in poſſeſſion of 
facts, as ſtated laſt night by an honourable Member (Mr. Hob. 


[Commons, 


| houſe) on the veracity of the letters of a much-reſpeRed nobleman 


to which he referred, and theſe he thought were good general 
grounds to proceed upon. Thoſe monaftics, as introduced by our 
compaſſion into the country, flying from the ſtorms and perſccution 


of their own, apply to us for protection; and under this view he 


thought them entitled to ſuch protection as the Legiſlature could 
with ſafety yield to them. But from a cautious and rational regard 
to the intereſt of this country, he would wiſh, on the ſuggeſtion of an 


' honourable and learned gentleman, that the act ſhould be limited 


to a certain period. Our anceſtors always manifeſted a jealou'y of 
thoſe inſtitutions, as the hiſtory from Henry I. to Henry VIII. 
and the ſeveral contentions between them and the Parliament, and 


the ſtatutes of Mortmain, together with others which were paſſed, 


reſtraining them from gathering up the property of the country into 
their own hands, fully evinced. He ſaid, he was a friend to tole- 
ration, but he felt it was his duty to reſtrain it within certain 
points ; and to have done with it when the religious opinions be- 
came ſo enormous as to be injurious to the intereſts of the commu- 
nity. Popery had certain opinions of that kind, and he would be 
free and bold enough to make the aſſertion ; but from the tempe- 
rate character of the perſons deſcribed in the bill, and the temperate 
tone it adopted towards thoſe perſons, he would ſupport it. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, he was a friend to a qualified to- 
leration, and could not conceive how we could be ſaid to grant it, 


unleſs we permitted to perſons the exerciſe of their rites, ceremo- 


nies, and forms of religion ; and this we profeſs to do, unleſs thoſe 
inſtitutions trenched conſiderably upon our own civil and political 
rights and liberties. He thought, indeed, from what he heard, 
that- thoſe inſtitutions had availed themſelves confiderably of the 
advantage of the eſtabliſhment they made in this country, and that 
proſelytiſm had gained ground. He wiſhed for information on 
this point, and did expect, from the genius of that religion, which 
has a tendency to propagate its doctrine, and a zeal to make converts 
to its faith, that it had made ſome progreſs. If ſo, he ſaid we 
ſhould take ſuch meaſures as would be benevolent to them and juſt 
to ourſelves, and ſhould make laws to. reſtrain its growth. He 
2 
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wondered to hear it ſaid by an honourable member on the laſt 
debate, that all diſſenters were of one character and deſcription, and 
that there was no great difference between them ; when it was well 
known of the Catholics, that they were all inimical to what they 
cilled the Proteſtant Hereſy. Poſſeſſed of ſuch opinions, he would 
2dviſe the Legiſlature to guard againſt them with circumſpeQtion, 
but not to treat them as criminals for points of faith, They were 


eral entitled to protection and compaſſion ; for, as deſcribed by a mem- 
our ber on laſt night, they were caſt as a wreck upon our ſhores. He 
tion would inculcate the great rule of life, Do unto others as you 
he would be done by.” The Legiſlature ſhould prevent the making 
Juld of converts, or the taking of children into their ſchools and teaching 
pard Proteſtant pupils; acts injurious to the Proteftant and civil eſta- 
f an bliſhments of the country. But he had not heard, from any inquiry 
ted he made, or from any information he received, notwithſtanding the 
y of great difference it may be ſuppoſed to make between having thoſe 
III. monaſtic inſtitutions at the door, and having them abroad, that 
and only a fingle Proteſtant perſon had entered, after all the alarm 
fled, ſpread, upon the imagined miſchief. He would not take up the 
into time of the Houſe in farther oppoſing a bill that he deemed ſo un- 
tole- neceſſary, He would wiſh a better ſecurity againſt ſuch apprehen- 


ſions than parliamentary proceedings, ſtatutes, &c. He would wiſh 
the country ſhould find its ſecurity in its morals, its manners, the 


was in this, as in all human eſtabliſhments ; men put their truſt 
in their walls and batteries, as in ſtrong holds, inſtead of their own 
native energy and vigaur. Wiſe men ſhould not depend for their 
ſupport on bills or aQs, but on the example and influence of the 
wiſe, the good, and pious, which is the ſoundeſt ſupport of every 
eſtabliſhment and every State. 

Mr. SMITH faid, after what he had heard, he had nothing 
new to offer; but, having riſen, he would ſtate two ſhort arguments. 
The bill was either a reſtraining, or an enabling bill ; if the for- 
mer, as a friend of toleration, he would vote againſt it; but if an 
enabling bill, he would vote for it: the latter it was not, for it was 
far from being ſuch, being oppoſed by thoſe very perſons whom it 
was ſaid to favour. Its procedure was curious. A fact was firſt 
aſſumed as ground of ſuppoſition, and then ſuppoſition was given as 
f1Q, and then motives of delicacy aſſigned as reaſons why that fact 
ſhould not be ſhewn or proved. The very perſons themſelves in 
whoſe favour it is propoſed, deprecate this delicacy ; and he hoped 
2 good ſenſe of the Houſe would not ſuffer _ a bill to go 
urther. 
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mildneſs of its inſtitutions, and its own religious inſtitutions, It 
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- Mr. BRAGGE roſe to reply to the arguments of the Secretary 
at War, and thoſe of the two laſt ſpeakers. He entered upon a 
general view of the queſtion, as to its legality and policy, maintained 
that neither monks nor nuns were neceſſary to the Catholic religion, 
and that no reſtraint upon them could be thought to interfere with 
the principles of toleration. He ſaid, the grounds of general infor- 
mation of ſuch perſons being formed into ſocieties in the country, 
were ſufficient for the Legiſlature to proceed upon; and that many 
bills paſſed in courſe were brought in on lighter grounds. Mr, 
Bragge commented on the expreſſion of Mr. Wilberforce, which 
he thought light and unguarded ; ; as the ſame aſperſion might be 
thrown on all laws to be paſſed in that Houſe, by ſaying, ** truſt 
to morals, manners, &c. and do not make laws, as a remedy for 
the evils complained of.” 

Mr. WILBERFORCE explained himſelf. The expreſſion 
did not carry that meaning; his meaning was, that the remedy 
now propoſed, in caſe of ſuch an evil, was likely to be ineffectual, 
and legiſlation would therefore be to no purpoſe. 6 

The queſtion was then put on the Speaker's leaving the chair, 
which was carried without a diviſion. The Houſe went into a 
Committee, and 

Mr. SHERIDAN opened the debate, by ſtrongly 1 
that his honourable and learned friend, Mr. Erſkine, did not under- 
ſtand the 31ſt act of George the Third, which was the hinge on 
which this diſcuſſion turned; and he hoped that ſome friend 
would tell him what he ſaid of him, that he might have an oppor- 
tunity of confronting this charge, which he (Mr. Sheridan) made 
againſt him, as this act was in itſelf a charter to the Catholics in 
-"—_— He then moved to report progreſs. 

Mr. PERCIVAL anſwered Mr. Sheridan. He maintained, 
that the preſent bill furniſhed more ample proteQion to the Catholic 
Inſtitutions than any other regulation ; and faid that, unleſs it 
paſſed, they would be ſubject to every hardſhip and inconvenience 

imaginable from a rude populace, who may from impertinent curi- 
oſity intrude into the meetings of the nuns whilſt . the 
ceremonies of their religion. 

The Committee was proceeding ſlowly on the clauſes of the 
bill, when 

Sir HENRY ST. JOHN MILDMAY, anticipating the diſ- 
poſition of * 1 the members, accepted the propoſal of re- 

porting progreſs. He then moved that the Chairman ſhould re- 
port progreſs, and aſk leave to fit again on Friday, which was 
agreed to, 
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HoObbsE OF LORDS. 
Wedneſday, Fune 25. 


Lord BRADFORD, (late Hon. Mr. ORLanDo BRIDGEMAN, 
M. P. for Wigan), was ſworn and took his ſeat according to the 
Peerage, on the demiſe of his father the late Lord. | 

A meſſage was ſent to the Commons, requeſting that the Exem- 
plification under the Great Seal of the Repreſentation AR of the 
Parliament of Ireland, which their Lordſhips underſtood was in 
the poffeſſion of that Houſe, might be tranſmitted to them, &ec. 

After a ſhort interval the Maſters in Chancery returned, and 
informed the Houſe, that the Commons had thought proper to ſend 
the document requeſted by them. The exemplification was then 
read, and laid upon the table. 


c 


3 22 — — 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


| Wedneſday, June 25. | 
Mr. BRAGGE reported from the Committee of the whole 


Houſe, to whom it was referred to conſider of ſeveral aQs paſſed 
in the 26th and 29th years of the reign of His late Majeſty King 
George the Second, and in the 12th, 28th and 39th years of the 
reign of His preſent Majeſty, relative to the performance of qua- 
rantine, and for the ſeveral purpoſes therein mentioned, the reſolu- 
tions which the Committee had directed him to report to the 
Houſe ; which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at 
the table, where the ſame were read and agreed to by the Houſe, as 
follows, viz. 

Reſolved, That His Majeſty be enabled to direct the ſum of 
65,0001. to be iſſued out of the confolidated fund, for the purpoſe 
of erecting a zarette on Chetney-hill, in the county of Kent, 
with necetfary and convenient accommodations, for the purpoſe of 


performing quarantine, and for defraying the expences attending the 
ſame, 


Reſolved, That there be charged for every ton burthen of every 


ſhip or veſſel, the cargo of which, or any part thereof, ſhall have 
performed quarantine in this kingdom, and which ſhall have ar- 
rived from any part of Turkey, or from any port or place in Africa, 
within the Streights of Gibraltar, or in the Weſt Barbary on the 
Atlantic Occan, with a clean bill of health, a duty of 7s. 69. 
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Reſolved, That there be charged for every ton burthen of every 
ſuch ſhip or veſſel which ſhall have ſo arrived without a clean bill 
of health, a duty of 15s. 

Reſolved, That there be charged for every ton burthen of every 
ſhip or veſſel, the cargo of which, or any part thereof, ſhall have 
performed quarantine in this kingdom, and which ſhall have arrived 
from any port or place whatever, except from any part of "Turkey, 
or from any port or place in Atrica, within the Streights of Gibraltar, 


[Commons, 


health, a duty of 38. 

Reſolved, That there be charged for everv ton burthen of every 
ſuch ſhip or veſſel which ſhall have fo arrived without a clean bill 
of health, a duty of 108. 

Reſolved, That there be charged for every ton burthen of every 
ſhip or veſſel, the cargo of which, or any part thereof, ſhall confift 
of goods, wares, or merchandize, the growth, produce, or manufac- 
ture of Turkey, or of any port or place in Africa within the 
Streights of Gibraltar, or in the Weſt Barbary on the Atlantic 
"Re which ſhall have performed quarantine in this kingdom, 
and which ſhall have arrived from any port or place in Holland, 
or from any port or place whatever at which there is not a regular 
eſtabliſhed lazarette for the performance of quarantine, a duty of 

s. 6d. 
f Reſolved, That there be charged for every ton burthen of every 
ſhip or veſſel which thall have fo arrived under ſuch circumſtances 
as ſhall induce His Majcſty, by and with the advice of his Privy 
Council, to ſubje& them to like quarantine as ſhips arriving from 
Turkey without clean bills of health, a duty of 1 5s. 

Reſolved, That there be charged for every ton burthen of every 
ſhip or veſſel, the cargo of which, or any part thereof, ſhall have 
performed quarantine in this kingdom, and which ſhip or veſſel 
ſhall enter inwards in the port of London, an additional duty 
of 1s. 

Reſolved, That it is expedient that the ſeveral laws now in force 
for the performance of quarantine ſhould be amended and made 
more effeQual. 

Ordered, That a bill be e! in upon the ſaid reſolutions; 
and that Mr. Bragge, Mr. Douglas, Lord. Hawkeſbury, and Mr. 
Ryder, do prepare and bring in the ſame. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas acquainted the Houſe, that he had a 
meſſage from His Majeſty to the Houſe, ſigned by His Majeſty ; 
and he preſented the ſame to the Houſe, and it was read by Mr. 
Spea ker as follows, viz. 


or in the Weſt Barbary on the Atlantic Occan, with a clean bill of 
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« His Majeſty acquaints the Houſe of Commons, that eanventions 
have been entered into by his directian, with the Hereditary Stadthalder 
of the United Provinces, for placing, at His Majeſty's diſpoſal, certain 
ſhips of war and ſeamen, together with a body of land forces, which, in 
conſequence of their ſubmitting to the authority veſted in his Serene High- 
n-ſs as Captain General and Admiral Us the Union, had been paſſed wver 
ts this country. His Majeſiy has given orders, that copies of theſe 
conventions ſhould be laid before Parliament ; and he recommends to this 
Houſe to conſider of ſuch proviſions as may be neceſſary ta enable His 
Majeſty to fulfil the engagements he has entered ints with his Serene 
Highneſs, and ts avail himſelf of the ſervice of the ſaid ſhips, ſeamen, 
and troops, for the further proſecution of the war, or in ſuch manner as 
His Majeſty may think proper, fer the intereſts of this country. 

. 


Ordered, That His Majeſty's ſaid moſt gracious meſſage be re- 
ferred to the conſideration of a Committee of the whole Houſe. 

Keſolved, That this Houſe will to-morrow morning reſolve itſelf 
into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to take His Majeſty's ſaid 
moſt gracious meſſage into conſideration. 

Reſolved, That an humble addreſs be preſented ro His Majeſty, 
to return His Majeſty the thanks of this Houſe for the gracious com- 
munication contained in His Majeſty's meſſage to this Houſe. 

Ordered, That the ſaid addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty by 
ſuch Members of this Houſe as are of His Majeſty's moſt honour- 
able Privy Council. 


Mr. Secretary Dunpas then preſented to the Houſe, by His 
Majeſty's command, 
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No. 1. A paper, intituled, Terms on which His Majeſty has 


agreed to take into his employment the Dutch ſhips of war which 
ſurrendered to His Majeſty's fleet under the command of Vice Ad- 
miral Mitchell, to be held for the orders of his Serene Highneſs the 


Prince of Orange, in the Vlieter, on the 3oth of Auguſt 1499” 
and alſo, 


No. 2. A paper, intituled, Terms for . the Dutch 


troops of his Serene Highneſs the Prince of Orange, under the com- 
mand of his Serene Highneſs the Hereditary Prince of Orange, into 
His Majeſty's ſervice.” 

Ordered, That the ſaid papers be referred to the conſideration of 
the Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom His Majeſty's ſaid 
molt gracious meſſage is referred. 
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- The Executory Deviſe bill having been committed, Mr. Bragge 
in the chair, 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS aid, that he was fully con. 
vinced of the neceſſity of ſome meaſure of this kind. The eſtabliſh- 
ment of a late very extraordinary will (Mr. Thelluſſon's) had fince 
encouraged others to make even more extravagant deviſes, which 
might eventually become detrimental not only to the individuals con- 
cerned, but alſo to the intereſts of the State. The preſent bill, 
however, was merely proſpective, and ſo far from having any re- 
troſpect, that it was not meant to interfere with the proviſions of 
any wills that had hitherto been made: neither did it prevent the 
teſtator from making any limitations he thought proper, only not to 
extend them beyond the term of twenty- one years, or the life of 

ſome one perſon then in exiſtence. 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR ſaid, he ſhould not then enter 
at large into a diſcuſſion of the meaſure, but conſidered it to be of 
extreme importance, and very ſenſibly to counteraQ the views of 
thoſe who wiſhed to become the founders of great families, which 
was the leading object of many, and had been encouraged from 
the commencement of all ſtates and ſocieties, at leaſt in Europe. He 
truſted, that when the bill ſhould paſs through the Committee, it 
would be printed in its amended ſtate, and an interval of ſome 
months given for the country to conſider of it. 

Lord HAW KESBURY contended, that the policy of our laws 
allowed of limitations from the earlieſt periods, as in the caſe of 
entails, which were ſuffered to extend beyond perſons at the time in 
exiſtence, leſt too great a maſs of property ſhould be in the poſſeſſion 
of an individual, to the danger or injury of the State. After ſome 

further converſation, the amendments were agreed to, and the report 
received and ordered to be printed. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS moved, that it be taken 
into conſideration this day ſe nnight; to which 

Colonel: ELFORD moved an amendment, by ſubſtituting the 
words this day three months“. 

A further converſation then aroſe, in which it was ſuggeſted, 
1 that by interpoſing a delay of any length, ſome of the perſons who 
© 14 had made wills with extravagant limitations might die, which 

FEY would render it neceſſary to provide by this bill to make ſuch wills 

Invalid. 


The MASTER OF THE ROLLS ſaid, that the framers of 
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perſons who might have made ſuch wills to alter them; after which, 


this bill deſigned to allow fix months, or ſome reaſonable time, for - 


1 
been 
calle 
vaſt 
that « 
more 


U 
Pigot 
1 
bill; 
upon 
of N 
to inc 
again 
to inc 
teries 
tional 
ſervic 
preſer 
not tl 
trying 
offere 
there 
of thi 
the ga 
to diff 
10, o. 
tional 


. Juxe 26. DEBATES. 185 


e the truſtees would not be authorized to act under them; but it will 
be for the Houſe to conſider, in a future ſtage, whether or not they 
A would grant that indulgence. 
bo At length the amendment was withdrawn, and the original mo- 
tion carried, for the further conſideration on Wedneſday. 
h | 
1- R s 23 70 8 
> HOUSE OF LORDS. 
* Thurſday, June 26. 
e 
to The Duke of BEDFORD, alluding to the reſolutions which had 
of been brought up from the Houſe of Commons reſpecting incloſures, 
called the attention of their Lordſhips to them on account of their 
ter vaſt importance, and moved that they ſhould be printed, in order - 
of that each noble Lord might have an opportunity of conſidering them 
of more deliberately. Agreed to. 
ich Upon the order of the day being read for the third reading of the 
oni Pigot Diamond bill, 


The Duke of NORFOLK roſe to ſtate his objections to the 
bill; but he wiſhed firſt to hear from ſome noble Lord the grounds 
upon which the bill was founded. No noble Lord rifing, the Duke 
of Norfolk ſaid, that he could not fee any reaſons ſufficiently ſtrong 
to induce him to accede to the meaſure. It militated, in his idea, 
againſt thoſe principles by which property was governed, and tended 
to increaſe the evils which: were allowed by all to reſult from lot- 


not the ſmalleſt animoſity to them: it had been ſaid, that upon 
offered was ten thouſand pounds. Now the bill propoſed, that 


of this lottery would be 22,000 guineas ; though, whoever was 
the gainer of the diamond, would not, as had been ſaid, if he tried 
to diſpoſe of the diamond, be able to procure a higher offer than 
10,0001, Another objection was, that it interfered with the na- 
tional lotteries : one was about to be drawn in another kingdom: 
rs of but the great objection in his mind was, that it tended to encourage 
e, ſot the principle of gambling, and to increaſe thoſe evils which were 
| generally allowed to flow from lotterics. - 
Vol. XII. B b 


teries. The only reaſon that was urged in favour of the great na- 
tional lotteries was, that they tended to produce money for the public 
ſervice. No reaſon of this kind could be adduced in favour of the 
preſent meaſure. With reſpect to the parties concerned, he had 


trying to diſpoſe of this diamond, the largeſt price that any one had 


there ſhould be I 1,000 tickets, at two guineas each. The produce 
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The Earl of WESTMORLAND ſaid, that he ſhould not 
enter into a view of the bills by which private lotteries were ſup- 
preſſed. But the prefent meaſure did not ſeem to be liable to thoſe 
objections which had been urged by the noble Duke. With reſpect 
to the value of the diamond, very fkilful lapidarics had been ex- 
amined, and it had been given in evidence that it was worth nearly 
39,0001. When the diamond was firſt bought, it was deemed a 
great ſpeculation, and it might be that it had been intended to adorn 
the Crown. It had been forty years in the Pigot family, and 
during all that time it could not be diſpoſed of. The circumſtances 
of the cafe were peeuliar; Fhe produce of it was to be divided 
among ſeveral perſons ; one of thoſe perſons was of a great age; 
and unleſs it was diſpoſed of in the way propoſed immediately, it 
could not, as the property of that aged perſon would deſcend to 
minors, be ſold for many years to come. With reſpec to the evils 
of inſurance, it could not be ſaid that this bill tended to increaſe 
them, for this lottery was to contain but one prize, and that was to 
be determined by the firſt correſponding number drawn in the 
Engliſh lottery. A few minutes, therefore, after the Engliſh lottery 
began drawing, would determine the prize in this lottery, His 
Lordſhip coneluded by mentioning the ſervices which the Pigot 
family had rendered to their country. 

The Duke of NORFOLK ſaid, that if the noble Earl and the 
Houſe would conſent to its being inſerted in the preamble, that the 
application was granted in conſideration of the ſervices of Lord 
Pigot, &c. he would not object to the bill. 

Lord CARLISLE was of opinion, that the bill reſted already 
on general merits ; and that all applications of a ſimilar kind, it 
founded on equal claims on the generoſity and juſtice of the Public, 
ought to be acceded to by that Houſe. 

After a few words from the noble Duke in explanation, the bill 
was read a third time and paſſed. 

Lord GRENVILLE preſented a meſſage from His Majeſty rela- 
tive to the convention entered into between his Serene Highneſs the 
Hereditary Prince Stadtholder and His Majeſty, fimilar to that de- 
livered jeſterday to the Commons. 


Lord Grenville then moved a correſponding addreſs to His Ma- 
| jeſty upon the occaſion; which was forthwith voted, and tle 


Lords with white ſtaves ordered to attend His Majeſty reſpecting 
the ſame. 

Lord Grenville afterwards moved the order of the day for the 
ſecond reading of the bill for * Union of Great Britain aud 
Ireland. 

1 
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The bill was forthwith read a ſecond time, and, on the motion 
of his ** committed for to- morrow. 


Friday, June 2 , a 


The order of the day being moved for going into a Committee 
upon the bill, intituled,“ An AQ for the Union of Great Britain 
with Ireland,“ the Houſe reſol ved itſelf into the ſame ; Lord Wal- 
ſingham in the chair. 


The different clauſes of the bill were then agreed to by the Com- 


mittee without obſervation or amendment; and the Houſe reſuming, 
received the report, and ordered the bill to be read a third time on 
Monday. 

Shortly after this preceeding, 

Lord HOLLAND entered the Houſe, and expreſſed his aſtoniſh- 
ment that a bill of ſuch infinite importance, as an act for the Union 
of Great Britain and Ireland, ſhould be hurried through a Com- 
mittee with ſuch precipitation, and, as he underſtood, at a time 
when the attendance was remarkablythin. "There was not a clauſe 
of the bill but what was of great and various importance. He con- 
ceived it to be univerſally underſtood, that no important public 
buſineſs was to be brought forward in that Houſe before five 
o'clock ; under that idea, he, as well as other noble Lords who felt 
ſtrongly intereſted reſpecting the meaſure, did not attend earlier; 
he muſt cenſure the indecent haſte with whick that important order 
of the day was diſpoſed of, and could not refrain from ſaying, that 
it looked like a wiſh to take the Houſe by ſurpriſe. * 

The LORD CHANCELLOR quitted the woolſack, and 
begged the noble Lord's attention to a very plain and conciſe an- 
ſwer to the obſervations he had pleaſed to make. "The bill had 
been yeſterday in the important ſtage of a ſecond. reading - the 
Houſe was ſummoned upon it, and the attendance unuſually full. 
Not a ſyllable was then ſaid reſpecting the meaſure ; the bill was 
then read a ſecond time without a ſingle obſcrvation having been 
offered, and ordered to a Committee. No Lord even at the time 
ſuggeſted the propriety of ſummoning the Houſe upon the meaſure ; 
added to that, in the preſent inſtance, all the previous orders of the 
day had been diſpoſed of, and only that remained. Under theſe 
circumftances, it ſurely could not be ſaid that there exiſted the leaſt 
intention of ſurpriſe. 

Lord HOLLAND replied, that it by no means followed, be- 
cauſe a Peer did not move for a ſummons, that he might not wiſh 
to deliver an opinion upon any particular meaſure, At all events, 
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he thought, for the dignity of the Houſe and the decorum of its 
proceedings, it ſhould be decidedly underſtood that important public 

buſineſs ſhould not be brought forward before a particular hour; 
' for inſtance, five o'clock. 

Lord Holland obſerving Lord Grenville enter, ſaid, that he 
wiſhed for ſome information from His Majeſty's Miniſters on a 
ſubject reſpeRing which he felt himſelf entitled to receive a dire& 
anſwer. It was now four months ſince His Majeſty's Miniſters 
had brought down a meſſage from the Crown, ſtating that His 
Majeſty required a proviſional ſubſidy in conſequence of a ſubſidiary 
treaty then negociating with the Emperor of Germany and the 
EleQor of Bavaria, which was likely to be finally adjuſted very 
ſhortly, and by virtue of which conſiderable aſſiſtance would be 
furniſhed to the allied forces againſt France. His Lordſhip aid, 
he had expected long before this to have heard whether that treaty 
had received its completion, and in that caſe to have ſeen it on the 
table. He owned he was ſomewhat deſirous to ſce the articles of 
that treaty, and to be able to aſcertain whether the Emperor of 
Germany had reſerved to himſelf the power of making peace with 
France without the conſent and concurrence of this country or not. 
As far as he could judge from the public events on the Continent, 
His Majeſty's Miniſters had ſhewn their utter incapacity to conduRt 
the war, and had wholly miſcalculated the forces of the allies, and 
the probability of the ſucceſs of the preſent campaign. Having 
waited patiently for four months to ſee the iſſue of this treaty, for 
which a proviſional ſubſidy had been granted, it would not, he 
truſted, be denied that he had a right to call for an anſwer. 

Lord GRENVILLE ſaid, that, with reſpet to the noble 
Lord's queſtion, he would beg to call his recollection to the real 
Nate of the caſe ; namely, that the treaty alluded to, as announced 
by a meſſage from the Throne, was then deſcribed to be in a train 
of negociation, and that, when it was completed, it ſhould be Jaid 
before the Houſe. The advance voted was, as ſtated to be, pro- 
viſional, and with a view to a furtherance of the treaty. When 
thoſe treaties were completed, and he ſhould receive His Majeſty's 
directions on the ſubject, he ſhould, and not till then, hold it his 
duty to diſcloſe particulars. Under the preſent circumſtances of 
the caſe he could not anſwer the noble Lord further; and with re- 
gard to what fell from him relative to the miſcalculations of Mi- 
niſters reſpeQing the events of the campaign, as it had no ſort of 
reference to the queſtion propoſed, he ſhould decline making any 
obſervations ſs it. , 
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Lord HOLLAND aſked, was he then to underſtand that no 
ſuch treaty had been concluded—at leaſt, that it had not reached 
this country ? 

Lord GRENVILLE declared, hat what he had already ſaid 
was the only anſwer that appeared to him to be fit or neceſſary for 
him. to give. 

Lord HOLLAND then faid, that the noble Secretary. of State 
had given no anſwer at all. 


* 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


| Friday, Fane 27. 


Mr. SHERIDAN.—<« Sir, I riſe in purſuance of the notice I 
had the honour of giving on Tueſday laſt, in order to ſtate the 
grounds on which I reſt my propoſition, of the neceſſity of a call of 
the Houſe on Monday fortnight. I am aware how very unpleaſant 
and inconvenient a motion of this kind is at all times, unleſs there 
exiſt very ſtrong grounds for it. When I mentioned my intention 
on Tueſday of bringing forward ſuch a motion, it was obſerved that 
the intelligence recently arrived from France, and on which I 
founded the neceſſity, was nothing more than mere rumour, I 
might have been diſpoſed to have admitted the juſtice of the objec- 
tion ; but, Sir, it is with the deepeſt regret I inform the Houſe, 
that I now underſtand Government has received the fulleſt and 
moſt authentic accounts of the truth, in every particular, of that 
diſaſtrous intelligence. I find that the events which before exiſted 
only in rumour have taken place, and that the alarming conſe- 
quenecs of them appear in a much ſtronger light than by the firſt 
doubtful ſtatement of them. It is not my intention to take ad- 
vantage of the opportunity the ſubje& affords me, by going much 
at large into general topics of argument and obſervation, referring 
to the impropriety and impolicy of carrying on the war with the 
Republic of France, or of the neceſlity of an immediate peace and 
reconciliation with her preſent Government ; but I ſhall confine 


myſelf entirely to e topics which will enable me to bring before 


the Houſe the ſimple queſtion, whether the preſent circumſtances of 
the country, and the relative ſituation in which it ſtands with regard 
to its allies, are not materially altered ſince we laſt diſeuſſed the 
ſubject, and ſo much fo as to call upon the Houſe to review the rea- 
ſons on which it then decided? and alſo to inquire, whether it is fit 


and proper to ſeparate, and enter upon a long receſs, leaving the 
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power of war and peace n the hands of His Majeſty's preſent 
Miniſters, of Miniſters who nave brought the country to its preſent 
ſituation, and whoſe hopes, promiſes, and predictions, with which 
they amuſed us, have failed m every inftance—whether it becomes 
us to ſeparate,without once more endeavouring to counſel His Ma- 
jeſty on this important and, to us all, intereſting ſubject? When 
laſt this queſtion was diſcuſſed, we were inſtrufted by the prophetic 
ſpeech and warning voice of hat great man, whoſe abſence the 
Houſe, in common with myſelf, muſt regret upon this occaſion, as 
to the utter impraCticability of ſubduing the French Republic by 
force of arms. At chat period, it was admitted, we were continu- 
ing the war for the purpoſe of reſtoring the Houſe of Bourbon. 
Such was confeſſedly the object cf Miniſters. In order to perſuade 
the Houſe to coincide- with them, as to the expediency of purſuing 
the war in order to reſtore the French monarchy, and ſupporting 
His Majeſty's Miniſters in refuſing every kind of negociation with 
Bonaparte, fix reaſons were adduced. Now I will put it to the 
plain underſtanding of every man of common ſenſe, whether we 
have not had the fulleſt experience, that every one of thoſe fix 
grounds or reaſons for continuing the war and refuſing to negociate 
have not wholly and completely faiied? I aſk, whether there is a 
fingle fragment of any one of them remaining? To prove that 
there is not, I will recapitulate them in their order. The firſt reaſon 
was, that we ought to wait for a better and more perfect acquaint- 
ance with the character of Bonaparte, and for ſome proof of the ſta- 
bility of the government of which he was the head. Have we not 
been enabled to form a ſufficient eſtimate of his character, and need 
we require any further proofs of the ſtability of his power? I think 
the Houſe and the Country may be ſatisfied on theſe points. The 
ſccond reaſon was, the great, expenſive and perſevering ſupport that 
ue ſhould receive from our powerful and magnanimous ally, the 
Emperor of Ruſſia ; and, even ſhould his ardour in the cauſe relax, 
the aſſiſtance we were to expect from the Elector of Bavaria and the 
Princes of the Empire, We have had all the experience that was 
neceſſary, and it has proved to demonſtration that the hopes formed 
of aſſiſtance from thoſe powers have altogether failed. The third 
reaſon offered was a treaty with the Emperor of Germany, by which 
it was to be ſtipulated that neither Auſtria nor England were to lay 
down their arms but with the mutual conſent of each other. Has 
any one heard of ſuch a treaty having taken place? I know nothing 
of its having been concluded, nor indeed does the fact of the exiſt- 
ence of ſuch a treaty at all appear. The fourth and principal reaſon 
was to be found in the repoſſeſſion of Italy by the Emperor, The 
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recent failure of his arms in that quarter has afforded us ſufficient 
experience how premature were the hopes founded on that eireum- 
ſtance, The fifth reaſon was the increaſed ſpirit of the royaliſts 
in France. It was ſaid they were certain of finding allies in the 
diſcontents of the jacobins ; that they were to perſevere-till the fa- 
mily of Bourbon was reſeated on the throne of France; and that 
the divided ſtate of that country furniſhed a ground of hope, that, 


with the aſſiſtance of this, we ſhould fee the object for which the 


war was commenced and carried on. completely accompliſhed. Has 
not experience fhewn how raſh and fallacious ſuch hopes were? has 
not the event proved that they were formed without the leaſt know- 
ledge of human nature, about which Miniſters have talked fo much? 
The ſixth and laſt ground was the reduced and diſorganized ſtate 
of the French army. It was ſtated that ſuch was the ſituation of 
the military power of France, that it was phyſically impoſſible for 
them to bring ſuch a ſtrength into the field as could produce ſucceſs, 
or any thing like it. How juſt ſuch a concluſion was, the Houſe, 
after the events of the preſent campaign, are enabled to determine. 
Thus, Sir, I have ſtated the ſix grounds that induced the Houſe, 
when the ſubje& was laſt before it, to ſupport His Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters in refuſing what I muſt call the moderate, reſpectful, and 
apparently ſincere overtures of Bonaparte. 

Finding that every one of theſe grounds has failed, furely, Sir, 
I ſhall not be deemed a very unreaſonable Member of Parliament, 
if I urge the Houſe, before it conſents to continue the war, to require 
at leaſt ſix new reaſons. The Houſe will not, it cannot carry on 
this war upon thoſe ſix grounds; which, I have clearly proved, by 
ſhewing that they have uniformly failed, muſt have been made by 


Miniſters diveſted of all penetration, knowledge of the reſources of 


the enemy, and capacity to conduct war with ſucceſs, or make peace 
with honour. I can fancy but one reaſon that can poſſibly induce 
Miniſters to continue the war with France. It may be, Sir, that 
after all the reaſons they have alleged as the baſis of that ſupport 
which they received from the Houſe ; after all their vain boaſts of 
their own triumphs and ſucceſs, and the defeat and deſpair of the 


enemy; after all thoſe hopes of the diviſions in France having pre- 


pared the way for the reſtoration of its antient government, hopes 
which they pledged themſelves to realize; after their unfounded, 
weak, and ridiculous aſſertions of the reduced and ruined ſtate of 
the French army ; and, above all, after their violent and unquali- 
fied abuſe of that great man, for ſo he muſt be called, who is at the 
head of the French Republic ; I ſay, Sir, after Miniſters have fo 


unncceſſarily and unadviſedly committed themfelves, it is natural 
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to ſuppoſe they would feel themſelves in an awkward ſituation 
if obliged to treat with the man who has been the object of their 
virulent and ill-timed abuſe. I am ſenſidle they would be placed 
in an awkward ſituation in treating with him at preſent. But ſhall 
their feelings be a ground for deferring the day of negotiation ? 
Their wounded pride may make them wiſh to continue a war, 
though they are forced- to abandon the grounds and principles on 
which they have hitherto carried it on. Were I a political friend 
of their's, I ſhould ſay to them“ It is of much more conſequence 
to ſtop the effuſion of human blood, and heal the wounds of afflicted 
mankind, than to continue a war which deſolates the earth, merely 
becauſe your feelings would be hurt by entering upon a treaty for 
peace.” But, Sir, ought the repreſentatives of Great Britain to 
regard the pride or the feelings of His Majeſty's Miniſters, when 
nt be gratified without dooming to miſery and death thou- 
ſands of our own fellow- ſubjects, and thouſands of our enemies ? 
Sir, as to the character of Bonaparte, which, in my opinion, forms 
fo prominent an ingredient in the preſent argument, though I ſhould 
certainly not have referred to it had it not been ſo much the ſub- 
ject of declamation on the other fide of the Houſe ; with regard to 
his character and principles, I would put it to the candour of Mi- 
niſters themſelves, if they poſſeſs any, as well as to the Houſe, whe- 
ther, fince the period when they refuſed to negotiate with him, every 
aQion by which he has diſtinguiſhed himſelf has not been eminently 
| calculated to raiſe him in the good opinion of every man who judges 
without prejudice? That Bonaparte may juſtly be denominated an 
uſurper, I admit; that he is a ſelf-appointed dictator in France, I 
admit; but it muſt not be forgotten, that the ſituation of the coun- 
try required the vigorous hand of ſuch a diQator as he is. That 
Bonaparte poſſeſſes more power than is compatible with the liber- 
ties of France, I admit; but that he poſſeſſes more power than is 
neceffary to protect the Republic, and to enable it to reſiſt thoſe 
enemies that ſeck to deſtroy it, is what I will not admit. . What 
has been the ſpecies of abuſe with which his charaCter has been at- 
tacked? Not merely that he is an hypocrite, that he is a man de- 
void of principle, that he is not only diveſted of morality but reli- 
gion, profeſſing whatever mode of faith beſt anſwers his purpoſe ; 
his enemies have not been content with theſe topics of cenſure, but 
his military ſkill and reputation have been the ſubjeR of their at- 
tack. It has been ſaid, that the failors on board our veſſels before 
Acre laughed at his want of {kill ! in war. But, Sir, we have ſeen 
religion obtain a tolerant. exemption-in her favour under the Go- 


vernment of this atheiſt ; we have feen the faith of treaties obſerved 


che tone to the martial ſpirit of this abuſed country. Unfortu- 


us that our hopes of peace muſt depend upon their ideas concerning 
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under the Government of this perfidious adventurer—the arte and 
ſciences find protection under the Government of this plunderer; 
the ſufferings of humanity have been alleviated under this ferocious 
uſurper; the arms of France have been led to victory by this Tyro 
in the art and practice of war! Sir, I confeſs to you, I look back 
with aſtoniſhment to the period when that great General was ſo 
vilely libelled. I was wont to exped more candour, more cleva- 
tion of ſentiment, in an Engliſh gentleman. But the war in which 
we are engaged has deadened every heroic feeling which orice gave 


nately for us, the French General has fully proved his title to he- 
roic honours. Never ſince the days of Hannibal have ſuch ſplendid 
events opened on the world with ſuch deciſive conſequences. ** Cyjus 
adil:ſcentia ad ſcientiam rei militaris, non alienis praceptis, ſed ſuis 
imperiis ; non offenſionibus belli, ſed victoriis; non fipendiis, ſed tris 
umphis, eff tradufta.” Such is the man who, even in his military 
character, we had been taught to confider with contempt ! 
Such is the portrait of the man with whom His Majeſty's Miniſters 
have refuſed to treat. Sir, I ſhould not have mentioned this, if go- 
vernment had not made his character a main queſtion as to the con- 
tinuance of the war, and if His Majeſty's Miniſters had not ſhewn 


it. I do fay, that, conſidering the manner in which he has been 
treated by thoſe Miniſters, he has acted with ſingular modefation, 
humanity, and magnanimity ; and therefore we have the evidence 
of facts as to his principles, and that evidence removes the main ground 
of objection to treating with him. There are moments in which it 
may be neceſſary to do juſtice to the merits of an enemy, but it nevet 
can be neceſſary to ſpeak of an enemy with rancbur. [ have ſtated, 
Sir, that Bonaparte poſſeſſes much more power than is compatible 
with the liberty of France; but having always held the opinion 
that France ought to enjoy her liberty, and bing perſuaded that the 
death of that liberty would be effected by the combined powers 
forcing a government upon the people, I canriot but hope the time 
will arrive when France ſhall not only poſſeſs that portion of true 
liberty ſhe ought to have, but that the government of this country 
will not conſider its own ſecurity and the liberty of France incon- 
ſiſtent with each other. Sir, I may be cenſured for applying ſuch 
a term as taſte to a ſubject of ſuch importance ; but it does appeat 
to me that the changes produced in the foetings of men with reſpect 
to their admiration of exalted or diſtinguiſhed characters, in a great 
meaſure are to be attributed to the taſte and faſhion that prevail. 
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Theſe a are not times in which Kings have any reaſon to be proud 
of their wealth or ſuperior power. The admiration of mankind i is 
not confined to the characters of Kings alone; the world has had a 
leſfon of the effects of their ambition. Boheparte has ſhewn his 
country, that his object is to maintain the power he has attained 
by the moderation of his government ; and I muſt hope, that when 
he has achieved the liberty of France, and his enemies have af. 
forded him the opportunity of turning his attention to its internal 
regulations, he will, in giving it liberty, i impart to it all the bleſſings 
and happineſs of civilized peace. It muſt be in the recolleQion 
of the Houſe, how much ſtreſs was laid on the conduct of this 
man with regard to the ſucceſs of any negotiations for terminating 
the war. Has he not ſufficiently developed his charaQer, and 
given . proofs of the ſecurity and permanence with which our go- 
vernment might conclude a treaty with him? [ believe, Sif, it 
will not be denied for a moment, that the general voice is for peace, | 
immediate peace, if poſſible ; the neceſſity of peace is felt through- 
out the country, both in this Houſe and, out of it. But I am ſorry 
to ſay that there is a degree of careleſs indolence and upjnenels that 
ervades all ranks of the people, which to my mind is the worſt 
ymptom of the  dechning liberty of a'country. There is ſcarcely 
- man whom vou meet, who has known the extent of the Cala- 
mities of the preſent war, yet in proportion to thole calamities has 
been a ſupporter of government in carrying it on, who has tot re- 
ceived the news of the vigories over the Auſtrians, our allies, with 
a ſmile ; they obſerve, that the victories of Bonaparte will Tead to 
Peace. Look to the univerſal ſentiment thoſe victories have pro- 
duced in the city : the funds have riſen in confequence” of them ; 
the people feel that it is to the defeat of our allies alone, that they 
gan look forward for an alleviation of their calamities. If the 
people have ſuffered by the continuation of the war, it is fo them- 
ſelves they muſt look as the cavfe of their ſufferings. They fee 
the diſtreſſes of the war; they will not ſay, * We will have peace,” 
put are content to receive it as a boon from the enemy, through the 
grace of our allies. I know the people have only to meet in 2 
onſtitutional way, and expreſs their determination to have peace, it ih 
order to obtain it: but no; they wait till they receive it by the 
defeat and loſs of honour of thoſe with whom we are allied in the 
Proſecution of the war. It is this ſupineneſs that J conſider as a 
Iymptom of the decay of the ſpirit which once characteriſed the 
'country. There never was a period when there appeared fo little 
public virtue, fo little independence of mind, as at preſent ; ; it is 
to reſcue it from ſuch apathy that I make this motion. © Referring 
2 > 
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to what I profeſſed at PU outſet of my 8 I ſhall not 
further occupy the attention of the Houſe ; but conclude with the 
motion I propoſed to make ; obſerving at the ſame time, that no 
one can be more ſenſible of the unpopularity of ſuch a motion than 
Jam; however, I do not know that there can be any objection to 
it, I put it to Miniſters, whether they ought not to give every 
Member of this Houſe an opportunity of attending the diſcuſſion of 
ſo important a queſtion as that of peace or war, previous to the ſepa- 
ration of Parliament? I ſhall now move, Sir, That this Houſe 
may be called over this day fortnight.” 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T roſe, and ſpoke to the following effect: 
« Sir, having attentively liſtened to the obſervations made by the 
honourable gentleman, and conſidęred the nature of his motion, I 
think myſelf warranted in maintaining that the whole of his argu- 
ment applies to one or two propoſitiops. His chief object i is cal- 
culated to lead to an immediate peace with the French Republic, or 
to induce the Houſe to addreſs His Majeſty no longer to place his 
confidence in his preſent Miniſters. As far as the call of the Houſe 
goes, I w duld leave it to others rather than take part in the mere 
propriety of the meaſure ; and I ſhall content myſelf with obſerv- 
ing, that the call muſt in every poſſible view prove uſeleſs. It is 
evidently unneceſſary, becauſe if the queſtion be admitted to poſſeſs 
ſtrong claims to attention, its importance will operate as power» 
fully as any call of the Houſe in producing the defired attendance. 
Were the Houſe to acquieſce in the motion of the honourable gen- 
tleman, its compliance would produce many ſerious inconveniences. 
But, returning to the ſpeech of the honourable gentleman, I cannot 
but remark, that if I were to argue on the reaſons which he had 
ſtated, I ſhould not trouble the Houſe at any length ; nor indeed 
am I inclined to fay much, as moſt of his arguments are founded 
upon the recent news to which he has thought proper to allude, and 
which he undertakes to inform us is rendered ſo certain and authen- 
tic that it ſhould, in his opinion, cauſe a complete change in the ſen- 
timents entertained and recognized by gentlemen during the whole of 
the ſeſſion. . I know not what to think of the honourable gentleman's 
idea of authenticity ; but to draw any concluſion from the ſtatements 
of the enemy alone, will ſcarcely convey to an unprejudiced mind a 
corre notion of authenticity. However authentic and official the 
articles of intelligence in queſtion may be, though they do not even 


go ſo far as to be ſupported by the credit of the French papers — 


for I certaiply have not ſeen them there—yet to draw a concluſion 

from ſuch authorities without apy farther inquiry, upon a ſubjed in 

which all ak is implicated, and in the proſecution of which x out 
a Ce 2 
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exertions have been ſo honourable to ourſelves, would be to decide 
without the common grounds neceſſary to form an opinion. On 
the imperſect and partial information of the enemy, the Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons is called upon to interpoſe its advice with the 
Executive Government; it is called upon to exerciſe a power 
which it ſhould never exerciſe without the moſt mature deliberation, 
and in caſes of urgent neceſſity, for it is an extraordinary power ;— 
it is called upon to concur in an addreſs 10 His Majeſty, without 
inveſtigation, without a fair compariſon of fas; and all this 
ſtrange and unaccountable interference, fo eagerly preſſed by the 
honourable gent)eman, is made to reſt upon the authority of French 
papers. It appears, that to propoſe this conduct to the Houſe is to 
propoſe, that without knowing the extent of the advantages gained 
dy the enemy, without aſcertaining the ſuq of the loſſes ſuſtaĩned by 

our ally—without conſulting that ally with reſpect to the vigour of 
his preſent fituation, and the magnitude of his future reſources, 
whatever calamitous reverſes he may have recently experienced, we 
ſhould at once come to a decifion, ſudden and unexpected, where 
cool reflection and ſerious inquiry are moſt neceſſary. I truſt, Sir, 
the Houſe will never condeſcend to adopt a conduct fo degrading, ſq 
imprudent, and ſo deſtruQive of the dignified and exalted character 


We have eſcaped from dangers tenfyld greater, we have m 
mounted cbſi gles much more difficult, we have extricated ours 
ſelves from perils more imminent and dreadful, than thoſe upon 
' which the motion is founded. We have triumphed in a eriſis 
pare alarming than the preſent; we have ſucceeded in reſeuing 
our country from the ruin with which it was threatened, and afforded 
every chance of protection to Europe. When therefore we con- 
ſider what we have done in times mare pregnant with danger, 
ſhall we heſitate to declare that we will not, we cannot, ſhake the 
great and ſolid reputation we have acquired from our paſt exer- 
tions, by agreeing to a motion reſting upon. ſuch feeble grounds? 
I believe the Houſe will not heſitate to reject any meaſure of a 
ſimilar tendency, and I am inclined to think that the honourable 
N s friends near him weuld join in the oppoſition. 

The honourable gentleman has told us, that all our exertions 
have failed: and he has enumerated, according to his own eſtimate, 
all thoſe arguments which he ſuppoſes to have influenced us; but 
he has omitted the principal argument, and the very qualification 
upon which we all along ſtated the queſtion of war. We did not 
rely upon the ſtrength of Ruſſia the ſervices of Bavaria —the fin- 


exrity of the „ be inetraſe of bis forces j 
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nor did we depend, 23 has been ſo often urged by the honourable 
gentleman, upon the exhauſted ſtate and miſery of the French 
finances ; but we ſtated generally and clearly—* Is the fituation of 
affairs ſuch as to induce you to prefer peace to the continuance of 
war?” We fared this to the country at large - ve exhibited a fair 
balance of the advantages and diſadvantages of both, and drew our 
concluſion in conformity to ſtatements which were undeniable. 
That there is a ſerious change in military affairs, it would be idle to 
deny; but does it follow from any recent vieiſſitude that what we 
concluded formerly was not right then ? Did Government promiſe, 
when it agreed upon facts and probabilities, that the Auſtrian army 
ſhould be always victorious ? Did it enter into a ſolemn engagement 
that no unexpected calamities ſhould occur ? Did it undertake to 
pledge itſelf that the talents of the Imperial Commanders ſhould be 
equal to every exigency ? To terms of ſuch a nature it never gave 
acquieſcence ; it never could have conſented. But did we not ex- 
preſsly ſay, that if the worſt inſtead of the beſt conſequences were to 
happen, we ſhould not therefore be dejected; but be prepared for 
the worſt event, and exert our courage, talents, and reſources, in 
proportion to the danger with which we might be threatened? I 
muſt alſo obſerve, if it were even adviſeable, under all the circum- 
ſtances, to negociate at the preſent moment, that I ſhould conſider 
the honourable gentleman's motion at leaſt premature. It would, 
indeed, be inconfiſtent with every principle of prudence recogniſed in 
the ſyſtem of human aQion to decide, without comparing the intel- 
ligence of the enemy with the advices of our ally, and to give dom- 
plete credit to the information that came from a hoſtile ſource. To 
call upon the Houſe to adopt a conduct of that kind, is to require it 
to do an act of imprudence, of which no perſon in the common 
affairs of life would be guilty, If the accounts reſpeQing the 
ſucceſſes of the enemy were actually correct and authentic in all 
their particulars ; though upon that head I have my doubts, fince 
it appears rs ſrom what has reached me that the conteſt has been more 
ſevere than generally repreſented ; ; yet I muſt fay, we ſhould even 
in that caſe act more in favour of the enemy's views than in ſup- 
port of our own intereſt by agreeing to the motion. But it may be 
aſked, do we know the reſources and the determination of our allies? 
Are we to conclude, that though a convention may have been ſettled 
ih one part of the theatre of war, our allies are not to prove viQo- 
rious in any other part ? Is the fortune of war fixed and riveted on 
the fide of the triumphant enemy ? Are we to come to a decifion 
without gaining the neeeſſary information from our allies with re- 
bea to thei ſtrength, their hopes, and their final elution But, 
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ll admitting our full acquieſcence in theſe ſtatements, I muſt fur, 
ther demand, ſhould we agree to enter into a. negotiation in this 


place? J believe no gentleman in the Houſe will anſwer in the 


affitmative. It would be to negotiate without knowing the wiſhes 
and the views of the enemy; it would lead to a ſeparation of inte. 
reſt between ourſelves and our allies; it would transfer every advan- 
tage to France, and deprive us of the favourable means of terminat- 
ing the negotiation with honour and profit to our country. I can. 
not believe that a Britiſh Houſe of Commons will be induced to 


dome to the vote which the honourable gentleman propoſes. I can- 


not believe that we have ſo ſoon forgotten what we have been, and 
what we have done, from the commencement. of the conteſt to the 
preſent moment; how we oppoſed J acobin principles with ſucceſs, 
and ſaved our country from the depredations of Jacobin arms, and 
bow alone we triumphed over the infidious arts and open violence of 
the common enemy. Let us then preſerve that character which 
conſtitutes the pride and glory of Engliſhmen, the character of 
meeting every viciſſitude with courage, magnanimity, and perſe- 
verance; and let us look with unſhaken confidence to the iſſue! = 
Upon theſe grounds, Sir, 1 feel myfeltf juſtified in giving my moſt 
deciſive negative to the motion.“ 

Mr. T. JONES ſaid, that he ſtood up to expreſs his hearty ap- 
probation of the motion of his honourable friend ; and he ſupported 
it, becauſe, in his opinion, if cver there was a period, or if ever 
there were circumſtances, which rendered-it important to take the 
conftitutional ſenſe of the people upon the ſituation of the country 
and of public affairs, this was the time, and tie circumſtances now 
exiſted. The right honourable gentleman faid, that this was not 
the place or the time for conſidering probabilities, and for delibe- 
rating on the expediency of negotiation. If this is not the place, 
js it in Downing · ſtrect.? If this is not the time, is it when Miniſ- 
ters ſhall have ſtill more been diſappointed in their ęxpectations!“ 


He declared, in the face of the world, that his humble endeavours 


ſhould'not be wanting to procure the bleſſings of pcac: to the coun- 
try, by arguments uſed in that place. And, ſhould the preſent mo- 
tion be negatived, and it was conſiſtent with the rules of the Houſe 
to bring in a ſecond time the ſame mation, he would introduce that 
of his friend a ſecond time this ſeſſion, under tho full cooviQion that 
its tendency. was peace. To peace he was a friend; and the 
arguments which had been uſed to ſet that bleſſing at a diſtaneę 


were, in his opinion, waak and abſurd. He hoped to be excuſed 


for adverting to ſome of the motives which the right honourable 
gemleman bad adduced for the continuance. of this war. As, to the 
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character of the Firſt Conful, he was entitled to ſpeak of it, as dt 
was formerly calumniated. His honourable friend had compared 
that great man to Hannibal. It might be ſuppoſed that Juvenal 


was prophetic of Boraparte in what he had written GETS n 5 
nibal, in his tenth * 


t Expende Haunibalem. 
9 — « Expende Bonaparte.“ 
9” cc Jam tenet Italiam; tamen ultra pergere tendit : 
« Actum (inquit) nihil ef, niſi Pu milite portas 
% Frangimus, et media Fouts pono Suburra.”? 


4 Mr. Jones then parodied the two laſt lines thus : 


cc Actum (inquit) nihil eſt, niſi Gallo milite portas | 
6 Frangimus, et media ven pono Viennd. 


His character would not perhaps be found ſo much month if 
weighed with that of others. But nefanda eft veritas ſeemed the 
favourite ſentiment of the day. The Chance]lor of the Exchequer 
had talked much of the glory of the allies ; but for his part, he 
could fee nothing but defeat and ruin attending their ſchemes. It 
was eight weeks fince the Imperial treaties had been aſked for and 
promiſed, but they 'had not yet made their appearance. While, 
however, Miniſters were thus, as they thought, ſtrengthening theic 
hands, was there no danger of an armed neutrality ? Was no inter- 
ruption likely to take place in our commerce with Ruſſia? There 
was ſomething, he feared, in theſe ſuggeſtions, more ſubſtantial than 
mere unfounded rumour. A call of the Houſe, therefore, under 
the alarming ſituation of public affairs, he could not but think ne- 
ceffary ; and he ſhould ſupport, the motion of his honourable friend. 
Mr. SHERIDAN. '< I havelittle-inclination, Sir, to trouble 
the Houſe with any further remarks. I truſt every honourable 
gentleman muſt be convinced of the propriety of my motion, from 
what has been. already ſaid; but there were ſome expreſſions which 
fell from the right honourable. gentleman who had juſt ſat down, 
which I think it my duty to obſerve upon. He ſays that I was in- 
temperate in my language. It might be ſo; but certainly he fas 
by no means ſet me an example of moderation.” J can ſafely ſay 
that I never ſaw even him to loſe his temper ſo much. His facul- 
ties ſeem to have been overwhelmed. by his paſſions, for he commu- 


nicated nearly as few ideas as if he had riſen and beat a drum ar | 


founded a trumpet. We had words in abundance; and fine · ſounding 
words; but argument we had none. He ſays, that I enumerated 
the fix reaſons for carrying on the war without the neceſſary ualifi- 
cations, and 15 nie the principal reaſon of all, viz. the de- 


* * 
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ranged ſtate of the French finances. Sir, I can ſafely declare that 
I am ignorant of the qualifications to which the right honourable 
gentleman alludes, and that I left out this mighty reaſon from my 
liſt becayſe it was not mentioned by him and his friends when Fu 
maintained the propriety of perſevering in the conteſt. They had 
frequemly foretold the bankruptcy of France, and maintained that 
ſhe was ready to fink into the gulf, and as often found their predic. 
tions erroneous and their aſſertions falſe. Afraid of again ſubjeAing 
themſelves to the charge of ignorance and temerity, or rather find. 
ing that the nation could no longer be duped by their ſtale tricks, 
they abſtained altogether from urging this argument againſt liſtening 
to the overtures of Bonaparte. The right honourable gentleman 
Pleads in excuſe for his conduQ, that he never promifed us ſucceſs. 
He ſays, We are good miniſters, we have taken the moſt likely 
Keps to promote the welfare of the country ; but we have been 
diſappointed, and things have turned out differently from what there 
was reaſon to expe.” When I have ſhewn that every ground on 
which he has built has failed, that all his reaſonings and prediQtions 
were erroneous, what kind of language is it for a Miniſter to talk 
of his promiſes ? When he whom he lately boaſted of as being a 
magnanimous and affeQionate ally, has abandoned our cauſe, and 
is on the brink of hoſtilities with us; when thoſe troops which he 
faid would do more than ſupply the place of the Ruſſians, are almoſt 
all cut to pieces, and the dominions of their prince in the power of 
the enemy ; when the French armies, which he repreſented as com- 
pletely diforganized and incapable of being recruited, are triumphing 
in every direction, and preſenting a moſt formidable aſpect to the 
whole of Europe; when the Auftrians, whoſe ttiumphs were fo 
highly extolled, who were affirmed to be in a tate to continue their 
- viQtorious career, and who were faid to be unanimous with our · 
ſelves, have loft the whole of Italy, tremble for their capital, refuſe 
. to enter into a treaty with us, and are probably at this moment 
treating with the French; when the Royaliſts are all ſubdued and 
2 to the Republican Government, who, the right honour- 
able gentleman affured us, were ſufficient to reftore Royalty in 
2 ; when that character which was abuſed and vilified, and 
loaded with every epithet of reproach, has ſhone forth with unex- 
ampled ſplendour, and given proofs of almoſt every excellence ; the 
right honourable gentleman comes down with a puny, forry 
childiſh, pitiful excuſe, and ſays he made no promiſes. * What! is 
he not to be blamed for having been deficient of intelligence, for 
having deſpiſed advice, for having aQed without deliberation and 
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ruinous, becauſe he did not promiſe us ſucceſs ? - He ſtands con- 
victed of complete inability or groſs miſrepreſentation. If he 
really believed what he ſaid, he is deſtitute of that penetration, ſaga- 
city and ſoundneſs of judgment which are indiſpenſably. neceſſary to 
a Miniſter, If he was conſcious of the real ſtate of affairs, and 
foreſaw the events which were likely to happen, and yet talked 
with confidence of victory, and obſtinately perſiſted in the conteſt, 
no epithet of reproach and condemnation is too ſtrong to be apptied 


to him. Sir, I thought it my duty to move that the Members of 


the Houſe ſhould be called together before the receſs, that their 
opinion may be taken upon the preſent alarming poſture of affairs. 
My motion has no other object; and no imputation can be more 
falſe than imputing to me a deſire of diſpiriting the country, or en- 


couraging our enemies. I do not deſ pond; and I would rather ſhed 


the laſt drop of my blood, than ſce my country diſhonoured, or loſe 


its independence. It. would be unpardonable in any Miniſter to 


dare to prorogue Parliament at a eonjuncture like the preſent, 
when every day may produce events intereſting to the exiſtence of 
the State. I hope that he will not think of proroguing Parliament. 
I am aſtoniſhed that he even objecis to a call of the Houſe. I 
have but a very few more words to addreſs to you. I have proved 
that the ſix motives for carrying on the war with F rance have failed 
every one of them; and though the onus probandi lay upon the Mi- 
niſter, he has not deigned to aſſign any new ones. Does it not then 
follow, that the war ſhould be diſcontinued, or at leaſt that a full 


attendance ſhould be procured, that the propriety of diſcontinuing it 


may be canvaſſed ? How great is the reſponſibility that Miniſters 
thus incur ! If this ſyſtem is continued, ruin - muſt enſue, If I 
were to ſay that the, French, baving now a large body of troops at 
their diſpoſal, might fit out an armament at Breſt againſt our Colo- 
nies, and ſend it tothe Weſt Indies, the right honourable gentleman | 
would aſſure m2 that ſuch a plan is impraQticable, and that our 
poſſeſſions i in every quarter of the globe are in a ſtate of ſecurity, 


But, after the fate of his prediQions, would 1, or would any one, 


give credit to them ? Although he ſhould, from his knowledge of 
human nature, declare i it to be impoſſible, may we not, reflecting on 
the paſt, ſuppoſe that the Emperor of Ruſſia may be influenced by 
the French, and declare war againſt his former allies? If he were 
to affirm that our commerce would continye to flouriſh, and our 
finances to be proſperous, would it be no anſwer to ſay, you have 
formerly been \cived? It is ſtrange, indeed, to obſerve the man- 
ner in which theſe gentlemen apply experience to themſclves and to 
others : They fay that you ſhould pu traſt-in no one till you are 
Vol. XII. D d 
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thoroughly acquainted with him, and that, if he has once ated im. 
properly, he ſhould never be truſted more. But they till claim 
confidence in themſelves from all the world, although they have 
been repeatedly convicted of ignorance, incapacity, and preſump- 
tion.. I thought ir my duty, Sir, to bring forward this motion ; 
and now [ leave it to its fate.” 

The Houſe then divided —Ayes, 27; Noes, 124. Majo- 
rity, 97. 

The order of the day for the Houſe to go into a Committee of 
the whole Houſe on the ſubject of employing the ſhips and ſeamen 
taken from Holland, being read, 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS explained the nature of the ſubject 
before the Committee : He ſaid, it was not to increaſe the number 
of ſeamen voted for the preſent ſervice of the navy ; nor was it to 
bring any additional pecuniary charge on the country : it was, in 
ſhort, only to enable His Majeſty to avail himſelf of the uſe of 
thoſe ſaips, and the ſervice of theſe men, in Dutch ſhips, and of 
courſe to ſubje& them as His Majeſty's preſent forces are to the pro- 
viſions of a mutiny bill, without which there would not be any 
controul over them. The money for defraying the expence of this 
meaſure had been already voted in the vote of ſeamen for the ſer- 
vice of the year. He ſhould detail the matter hereafter, if any de- 
tail ſhould appear to any body to be neceſſary. He ſhould now 
only propoſe a reſolution ; if the Houſe ſhould go into a Committee 
on this ſubject, the bill he ſhould propoſe to be offered on Monday, 
when the papers which belonged to the ſubject ſhould be laid before 
the Houſc; and afterwards he ſhould propoſe that the whole of them 
ſhould be printed, in order that the Houſe might have an entire 
view of the matter. He therefore moved, That this Houſe do 
now reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider 
of His Majeſty's moſt gracious meflage.” 

The SPEAKER obſerved, that as there was no new charge to 
be brought upon the public by this meaſure, it might be propoſed 
without any impropricty at this moment; but if it had been to 
raiſe money on the public, it muſt have been deferred to a future 
day ; ; the praQice of the Houſe requiring, in ſuch a caſe, that no- 
tice ſhould be given, but which in the preſent caſe required no ſuch 
notice. SH. 

Mr. TIERNEY doubted, as the Houſe was counted out yeſter- 
day, whether every meaſure did not of courſe drop, and that there- 
fore there ſhould be a freſh notice of the meaſure. 

The SPEAKER obſerved, it was every day's praQice, when 
a ſubject ſtood for diſcuſſion on a given day, and dropt for want 
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of 2 Houſe, to take it up on the following day without further 
notice. 

Sir W. PULTENEY obſerved, that theſe ſhips were taken 
while they were under the Datch flag, and prize- money had been 
diſtributed to the captors. Now, if they were to be paid for as 
tranſports, that would indireQly bring a charge upon the people. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, there was nothing intended to be 
given to the Prince of Orange for the hire of theſe veſſels, unleſs 
they ſhould happen to ſuffer unuſual damage beyond the ordinary 
wear and tear, which was to be defrayed after peace. As to the 
diſtribution of prize-money in this caſe, there was none whatever 
given; all that the officers who were the captors in this caſe had 
had, they had entirely from the liberality of His Majeſty. 

The Speaker then left the chair. 

Mr. DUNDAS faid, that the beſt way to remove the objeQions 
of gentlemen would be, to read the motion itſelf, which was, 
That the Chairman be inſtructed to move for leave to bring in a 
bill for empowering His Majeſty to grant commiſſions to certain 
inhabitants of the ſeven United Provinces, and of the States of his 
Serene Highneſs the Prince of Orange, to ſerve on board certain 


ſhips, and to enliſt in certain regiments, upon conditions therein to 


be mentioned.” He faid, that the ſoldiers and failors were already 
voted ; and that the only object of the bill was, to enable His 
Majeſty to employ them in a more advantageous manner than he at 
preſent could. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, that if theſe foreigners were included in 
the 1 20,000 Britiſh ſeamen which had been voted, the confidence 
of Parliament was groſsly abuſed. They were not only foreigners, 
but men who had riſen upon their officers, and delivered up their 
ſhips to the enemy. It was ſtrange to form a treaty now with the 
Stadtholder, when all our former treaties had been concluded with 
the States-General. Nothing ſurely had happened of late which 
raiſed the pretenſions of the Stadtholder to ſovereignty. He had 
ſuch a high opinion of him, and his conduct had been ſo exemplary, 
that he did not believe that he himſelf claimed it. It certainly 
was an empty name, for he had no ſubjects to command; and by 
this fooliſh conduct ſerious difficulties might be thrown in the way 
of negociation. 

Mr. W. SMITH faid, if we had no occaſion for theſe foreigners, 
then they were an unneceſſary burthen upon us; and if we had, 
their place would be much better ſupplied by native Engliſhmen. 
He derided the idea of treaty with the Stadtholder for the ſhips. 
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Eighteenth, which we ſtill retained without a treaty with His Ma- 
jeſty; and he could ſee no diſtinction between the two caſes. 

Sir W. GEARY ſaid, it was wrong to confine theſe men to 
Dutch ſhips, as improper | diſtinctions would thus be made in the 
navy. He difapproved of employing them at all, and particularly 
of their having been employed without the conſent of Parliament 
aſked and obtained. 

Mr. DUNDAS ſaid, that if theſe ſeamen were not employed, 
others muſt, and that it was impoſſible to make an eſtimate of the 
number of Danes, Swedes, Americans, and Dutchmen, now ſerv- 
ing in the navy. 


Mr. W. SMITH did not conceive that the honourable Ba- 
ronet's objection had received an anſwer. # 

Mr. DUNDAS then proceeded to ſtate, that any other diſtribu- 
tion would be a departure from the uſual mode. 

Sir W. GEARY ſaid, he had heard that the navy of Holland 
had objected to act againſt France; and he therefore thought it 
dangerous to admit Dutch ſhips manned by Dutch failors excluſively 
into our ſervice. 

Mr. DUNDAS ſuppeſted, that there were ſome papers which 
he wiſhed to be laid before the Committee; for which purpoſe he 
moved, That the Chairman report progreſs, and aſk leave to fit 
again.“ This was agreed to; and the Houſe, being reſumed, 
agreed to reſolve itſelf into a Committee, to conſider further of 
His Majeſty's meſſage, after the other orders of the day ſhould be 
diſpoſed of. | 
Mr. Dundas then brought up the papers alluded to, which were 
ordered to be referred to the ſaid Committee. 

Mr. MAINWARING, in purſuance of his notice, called the 
attention of the Houſe to the ſubject of relief to the induſtrious poor 
of the metropolis. He ſaid, that owing to the preſent moſt extra- 
ordinary price of all the articles of proviſion, many of the moſt 
induſtrious and frugal inhabitants of this metropolis were abſolutely 
incapable of maintaining their families. As to the funds of thoſe 
benevolent inſtitutions which had been ſet on foot for the relief of 


- the induſtrious poor, and which had been ſupported by voluntary 


contributions, thoſe who were the leading truſtees of that benevo- 
lence had now the mortification to find their funds exhauſted, and 
that they were utterly unable to go-on with the work 'which they 
had begun : thercfore they prayed that the Houſe would uſe ſuch 
remedy as may be adequate to providing a moderate fund for the 
relief of the diſtreſſed inhabitants of London and Weſtminſter, 
who, during the * price of * and the neecflaries of 
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life, eannot ſupport themſelves without relief. He obſerved there 
were great numbers of ſuch perſons in the "metropolis at this mo- 


ment; and he was confident that humanity itſelf called for pro- 


viſion to a very conſiderable extent, to relieve theſe He 
inclined rather to think that the increaſe of the poor rates would be 
better than that of depending upon a precarious bounty and uncer- 
tain benevolence. He thought the ſtatute of the 43d of Elizabeth 
contained the principle which ought to be adopted in this caſe; 
which ſtatute, by the way, might be enforced much further than 
had been the modern practice to enforce it; for it provided, that if 
one pariſh was not able to provide for its own poor, two juſtices 
might make an aſſeſſment upon another to provide for the de- 
ficiency, and ſo on through the whole hundred ; and if the hundred 
ſhould fail, then to go on to ſupply the deficiency by an aſſeſſment 
on the whole county ; but this uſe was never made of that ſtatute, 
although that was moſt clearly part of its proviſions. It was upon 
that prineiple that he wiſhed ſome parliamentary proviſion ſhould 
now be made, with ſome alterations, and making the remedy, per- 
haps, more direct and ſpeedy. He concluded with moving,“ That 
the Houſe do, on Tueſday next, reſolve itſelf into a Committee of 
the whole Houſe, to conſider of means for the relief of the poor of 
the metropolis.” 

Mr. ROBSON objected to this, on the ground that the peti- 
tioners were not in reality what they ſtated themſclves to be: they 
ſay they are the Committee of London and Weſtminſter and the 
adjacent pariſhes ; by adjacent pariſhes he ſuppoſed they meant the 
pariſhes of St. James, Mary-le-bone, &c. ; he was authoriſed by 
ſeven or eight pariſhes to ſay, that they Knew nothing of this peti- 
tion, but utterly diſclaimed it. He objected to the meaſure, becauſe 
he thought the attempt to convert private benevolence into perma- 
nent taxation was very miſchievous in its tendency : that it would 
prevent any future ſources of benevolence, becauſe it laid the foun- 
dation of a poor's rate of a moſt alarming nature, as confined to the 
metropolis. As long as this petition lies on the table, and the 
queſtion is agitated, there is an end of all voluntary contributions. 
A man of 8ol. or gol. a year cannot live now, even ſhould bread 
grow cheaper. He himſelf had figned laſt year eight hundred war- 
rants of diſtreſe, and this was on a claſs of people that they were 
now going to tax by- this poor's rate. He therefore moved, that 
inſtead of the word © Tueſday,” the words © this day two months” 
be ſubſtituted, 

Mr. RYDER thought that at all events the Houſe ſhould ſuffer 
the motion to be taken into conſideration. 
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Mr. T. JONES faid, that propoſition had been handed about 
from pillar to poſt; and if the worthy magiſtrate knew what dif ii. 
faction it had given to more than 50,000 of the inhabitants «/ 
Middleſex, whom he (Mr. Mainwaring) repreſented, he would not 
have burnt his fingers with it. The alarm was extreme; he there. 
fore would ſecond the amendment. 

Mr. Alderman CURTIS juſtified . the conduct of the city of 
London, and the part which was taken by the benevolent Com- 
mittee that held their meetings there. 

Mr. I. H. BROWNE expreſſed a wiſh that no time ſhould be 
loſt in conſidering this important ſubje& for the relief of the poor. 
He apprehended rhe general ſyſtem of our poor rates to be very 
good, and this he took from the practical effect of it, and not from 
the theory of any ſpeculative writer whatever ; but yet there might 
be ſomething wanting in addition to this ſyſtem, at the preſent un- 


cxampled period of the high price of the articles of life. 


Mr. W. SMITH faid, that he was of opinion the petition ſhould 
be referred, in order to ſee what meaſure could be grounded upon it; 


but in voting ſo far, he did not confider himſelf further pledged, | 


neither would any other gentleman. 

Sir W. MILNER expreſſed his wiſh to relieve not only the 
city of London, Weſtminſter, &c. but the country in general, where 
the diſtreſs was moſt ſeverely felt, and was ready to adopt any pro- 
poſition for that purpoſe. 

Mr. ELLISON requeſted the gentlemen to let the petition go 
to the Committee, to try the effects; and, if beneficial, to adopt 
them; if not, they could then reject them. 

Mr. R. THORNTON explained the nature of the petition, 
which had its foundation, he ſaid, in ſentiments purely benevolent, 
and not in ſordid and ſelfiſh views, as was inſinuated. 

Mr. BUXTON ſupported it on the grounds of the ſtatute of 
Eliz. cap. 43. and faid it was the moſt likely means of rendering 
the propoſed relief effectual. 

Sir W. PULTENEY objected to the plan, from its propoſing 
that as a permanent law which ſhould only be temporary : it was 
charging the richer pariſhes with the ſupport of the poor ; holding 
out 'a premium for idleneſs, and removing the neceflary check, 
which the ſmallneſs of the pariſh funds gave to its idle and cum- 
draus expeQants. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT corrected the worthy Baronet's notion of 
the plan, by informing him, that it would not be permanent, but 
temporary; and conſidered it as one of the moſt equitable meaſures 
that could poſlibly be ſuggeſted for the relief of the poor. 


by monaſtic or religious vows or engagements.” 
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Mr. MAINWARING confirmed that ſtatement, and faid the 
object was only for a ſhort period of diſtreſs, to ſupply the deficiency 
of the poorer pariſhes, by calling in the aid of the rich. The 
queſtion was then put on the amendment, which was negatived, and 
the original motion put and carried. 

The Houſe having reſolved itfelf into a Committee for the con- 
ſideration of the bill to prevent monaſtic inſtitutions, 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, he underſtood that the honourable 
mover of this bill had very properly made ſuch alterations in it as 
would reconcile all the parties who differed concerning the meaſure : 
on that account he would not now oppoſe the bill. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE highly approved of the alterations which had 
been made, but at the ſame time was ſorry to find that a very im- 
portant amendment, which had been ſuggeſted on a former night, 
had been omitted. He had then enlarged upon the cruelty of pro- 
hibiting ©* the admiſſion of new members into religious orders or 
ſocieties of perſons, profeſſing the Roman Catholic faith, and bound 
He had ſtated the 
wretchedneſs of theſe ſocieties, if the vacuum produced by death 
were not allowed to be filled up. Each perſon, as her friends 
dropped off one by one, muſt live in a conſtant dread of being the 
laſt ſolitary ſurvivor. He had alſo taken the liberty to put a caſe, 
and to ſuppoſe a lady of our own country, who had lived and taken 
the veil in a convent abroad, to arri ve in England for the ſake of 
joining the ſiſterhood, from which the ſtorms of perſecution had 
ſeparated her for ſome years. He had appealed to the feelings of 
the Houſe, whether ſuch an unfortunate refugee, a native of theſe 
kingdoms, ſhould be prevented from again domeſticating herſelf 
with thoſe who conſtituted her whole happineſs. The right ho- 
nourable and learned gentleman (Sir W. Scott) had declared this to 
be an inſtance in which the prohibition in the bill would operate 
too rigorouſly, His (Mr. Hobhouſe's) honourable and learned 
friend (Mr. Erſkine) had ſpoken to the ſame effect, and recom- 
mended the omiſſion of a few words with a view to remedy ſo great 
a hardſhip. He had propoſed to inveſt the King with a diſere- 
tionary power of licenſing the admiſſion of any perſon into a mo- 
naſtic or religious houſe, Mr. Hobhouſe much wiſhed that the 
ſuggeſtion had been adopted. 

Mr. PERCIVAL faid, that the obje& of the honourable gentle- 
man would be fully anſwered, for it was intended to place ſuch a 


power in the hands of His Majeſty during the continuance of 
the war. 


4 

i 

'4, 
i 

t. 

6; * 

if | 


— 
CO EET TT NNE . 
—— — — 8 ien - ; * 
2 
= : 4 a 
EY 9 r 
1 47 we 4 . . 
* — x pa. = * ws 67 2 Y - 
. - „ a p * „ a * 0 o 
yr wc»: 4 "+ 4, % 44. wo \ 


* 
£30 
* * 
1 
. * 3a 
1 
> * 5 
72 Wo 
1 . 
| - 
* 
8 
8 
5 bo, 
. MH 
+ ER 
- SY 
in TE 
ty 3.4 
VB l 
+ 1 * 
4 $5 - 
| 7 
= . = . 
g 
4 * „ * 
* 
5 bt + 
i - * 
1 . 
1 1 
2 bo © 
. - 3% 
_— .. 
Ul \ 
7 4. 
1 . 
1 » oP 4 


l = p TILED 
PIO 22 | ad 
_n * > 4 - * 
* - » - — 6 
r * WY 
„„ 7 0 - ” 2 
— — * 
? pe - Ar - 20 
. . ern ne . 
— "IF * q »| — au at "A £8 - 
8 2 - n 8 "WW 0 
40 * 3 4 n 1 2 wage” of" 
= i yy ä "© * 
G k SA 


2 


208 PARLIAMENTARY [Lozys, 


Mr.: HOBHOUSE aid acrals the table, that he was not ſatis. 
fied ; he did not like the limitation as to time. 
The SECRETARY AT WAR approved the alterations as far 


as they went but he would, er pledge himſelf x not to oppoſe the 
bill in its future ſtages. h 


The Houſe being reſumed, Fi bill, in its amended ſtate, wag 
ordered to be printed, and to be taken into further conſideration on 
Monday next. 

The Houſe then went into a Committee on His Majeſty s mel. 
ſage reſpeQing the Dutch captured fleet, to which certain papers 
were referred, and in which the Chairman was direQed to move for 
leave to bring in a bill for receiving the Dutch forces into the pay 
of Great Britain. The reſolution was voted, and the Houſe te- 
ſumed, on which the Chairman reported, and the report was or. 
dered to be received on Monday. 


—— 
hs LIST of the MINORITY 
a; On Mr. SHERIDAN' Motion fer a Call gfetbe Houſe. 
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Monday, Fune zo. 


The royal aſſent was given by commiſſion to thirty-nine bills of 
various deſcriptions ; among which were, the Eaſt India Ware- 
houſing Duty bill; the bill permitting the uſe. of Sugar in brewing 
Beer; the Corn Importation ; the Sugar and Molaſſes Duty Re- 
duction ; the Rape and Linſeed Importation ; the Neutral Ships; 


Ds. 


atis. 


far 
| the 


Was 
1 ON 


mel. 
pen 
e for 
c 
e re- 
or- 


ills of 
W are- 
ewing 
1 
hips; 


joxx 30.] DEBATES. ; 209 


the Raw Hides; the Kid Skins Exemption ; the Cape of Good 
Hope Wine; the Glaſgow Police; and the Bank Buildings bills. 

The Lords Commiſſioners on this. occafion were, the Lord 
CHANCELLOR, Duke of RoxBURGH, and Earl SPENCER: 

Lord GREN VILLE.—** My Lords, I riſe with more pleaſure 
than I ever did to make a motion in this Houſe ; and it is for the 
purpoſe of moving that the bill for uniting the two Kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Ireland be now read a third time. 

The Earl 'of HILLSBOROUGH Marquis of DowNsHIRE). 
« My Lords, I am perfectly aware that nothing which I can allege 
can arreſt or amend the bill now propoſed to be read a third time, I 
riſe merely to ſtate that my opinion of it remains unaltered ; and 
therefore ſhall trouble you with no more words on the ſubjeR, but 
content myſelf with giving the meaſure my decided negative.” 

The bill was then read a third time and paſſed, with Lord Hillſ- 
borough's ſingle not- content. 

The Earl of CARLISLE roſe to ſtate, that it had been deemed 
neceſſary that certain queſtions in the appeal cauſe, the Earl of 
Galloway and John Gordon, Eſq. v. the Lords of the Treaſury and 
the Lord Advocate of Scotland, ſhould be put to the Judges. His 
Lordſhip ſaid, he did not affect to underſtand the cauſe, nor was he 
maſter enough of Scotch law to know the legal points on which the 
merits of the cauſe reſted ; but he conceived, when one of the 
parties principally intereſted (the Earl of Galloway) deſired to have 
certain queſtions pur to the Judges which he deemed material, there 
could be no reaſonable objection to putting ſuch queſtions, and 


/ poſtponing the deciſion of the appeal to the next ſeſſion. The Earl 


handed three or four queſtions to the reading clerk, which were diſ- 
tinctly read at the table. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR left the woolſack, and con- 
tended, that no queſtions like thoſe propoſed could be raiſed in ſuch 
a c2uſe as fit queſtions to be put to the Judges of England. His 
Lordſhip ſtated, that the appeal in queſtion came on long fince, 
when two counſel for the appellants were heard, and one for the 
reſpondents, the day not ſerving for further proceeding in the cauſe : 
That owing to a variety of accidental circumſtances the hearing had- 
not been reſumed ſince; but that he had received a' letter from the 
agent for the Crown, ſtating, that it was highly i important to the in- 


tereſts of the public that it ſhould be decided in the preſent ſeſſion. 


With regard to the laſt of the queſtions, viz. whether any man, 
having executed a penal bond, ſhould be ultimately held amenable 
for a larger ſum than the penalty of the ſaid bond ? the queſtion 
anſwered itſelf, for it was undcniable that no * could be called 
Vox. XII. E e 
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upon to pay a larger penalty than his obligation, by bond, expreſsly 


engaged for. His Lordſhip concluded with declaring, that the 


- queſtions moved were not proper to be put to the Judges. 


The Earl of GALLOWAY faid, it was extremely material to 
him that the appeal ſhould be decided as ſoon as poſſible ; but he 
owned he wiſhed it ſhould come on for deciſion before more than 
one Law Peer. He had reaſon to believe that a noble and learred 
Lord entertained an opinion upon the ſubje& different, perhaps, 
from the noble and learned Lord on the woolſack. That noble and 
learned Lord had been ſeverely indiſpoſed ; but he underſtood he 
was ſo far recovercd as to be able to take an airing, and he hoped 
in a few days he would be able to attend. However, he could not 
ſee how the public intereſts would ſuffer if it were poſtponed to next 
ſeſſion, as he was paying intereſt for the ſum in litigation pending 
the proceeding of the cauſe. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR roſe again, and ſaid, that when 
the appeal firſt came on to be heard, one of the learned Judges of 
the Court of Seſſion was in town, 2 told him, that it was ex- 
tremely material to the public intereſt that the appeal ſhould be de- 
cided in the preſent ſeſſion; and he had ſince correſponded with the 
head of that court, who had ſtated the ſame opinion. The Lord 
Advocate had alſo written a letter to the agent for the Crown, which 
had been ſhewn him that morning, preſſing the ſame. Their Lord- 
ſhips would ſurely give him credit when he declared, that it was 
fingularly ſatisfactory to his mind, when he could have the aſſiſtance 
of the Judges ; but in this caſe there was no ſort of occafion. With 
regard to the noble Lord alluded to, he was ſorry to ſay that he 
underſtood there was no probability of his being able to attend again 
in the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion ; but that he ſhould have been 
glad of his being at the table to join in hearing the appeal, as it 

had ſcarcely happened, if ever, that he had differed with him ulti- 
mately upon any cauſe that came before them: at any rate, how- 
ever, the adminiſtration of public juſtice could not ſtand ſtill, or wait 
for the attendance of any individual, however reſpectable. 

After a few words more from the Earls of CARLIsLE and GAL- 
LOWAY, the queſtion for the attendance of the Judges was negatived, 
and the further hearing of the appeal was ordered for Friday next. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Monday, June 30. 


Mr. Owen (from the Directors of the Eaſt- India Company) 
preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to their orders, 

No. 1. An account of the annual revenues of the Eaſt-India 
Company in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, and from 
Benares and Oude, under the heads of mint or coinage duties, poſt- 
office collections, Benares revenue, Oude ſubſidy, land revenues, 
police taxes, cuſtoms, and the receipts from the ſales of ſalt and 
opium, and ſtamp duties, for three years, according to the lateſt 
advices ; together with the lateſt eſtimate of the ſame ; and alſo, 

No. 2. An account of the annual charges defrayed by the Eaſt- 
India Company in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, and 
in Benares and Oude ; diſtinguiſhing the ſame under the reſpeQive 
heads of civil, judicial, military, and marine; the charges of build- 
ings and fortifications, of eollecting the revenues and cuſtoms, and 
the advances and charges on account of falt and opium, and the 
charges of the ſtamp-office, for three years, according to the lateft 
advices; together with the lateſt eſtimate of the ſame ; and alſo, 

No. 3. A compariſon of the eſtimated and actual amount of the 
revenues of the Eaſt-India Company, in the provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Oriſſa, and from Benares and Oude, under the heads 
of mint or coinage duties, poſt- office collections, Benares revenue, 
Oude ſubſidy, land revenues, police taxes, cuſtoms, the receipts 


from the fales of ſalt and opium, and the ſtamp duties for the year 


1798-9; and of the charges defrayed by the ſaid Company in the 
faid provinces, and in Benares and Oude; diſtinguiſhing the ſame 
under the reſpective heads of civil, judicial, military, and marine; 
and the charges of buildings and fortifications, of collecting the 
revenues and cuſtoms, the advances and.charges on account of falt 
and opium, and the charges of the ſtamp-office, for the ſame year; 
and alſo, | | 

No. 4. An account of the annual revenues of the Eaſt- India 
Company, at the preſidency of Fort Saint George, and the ſettle- 
ments ſubordinate thereto, and the Carnatic and Northern Circars, 
under the heads of mint or coinage duties,. poſt- office colleQions, 


ſea and land cuſtoms, ſubſidies from the Nabob of Arcot, from 
the Rajah of Tanjore, &c. and land revenues, and farms and. 
licenſes, for three years, according to the lateſt advices ; together 
with the lateſt eſtimate of the ſame ; and alſo, 
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No. 5. An account of the annual charges defrayed by the Eaſt. 
India Company at the preſideney of Fort Saint George, and the ſet- 
tlements ſubordinate thereto, and in the Carnatic and Northern 
Circars ; diſtinguiſhing the ſame under the reſpective heads of 
civil, military; buildings, and fortifications, and the charges of col. 


[Commoxs, 


| leQting the revenues and cuſtoms, for three years, according to 


the lateſt advices ; together with the lateſt eſtimate of the ſame ; 
and alſo, 

No. 6. A compariſon of the eſtimated and actual amount of the 
revenues of the Eaſt-India Company at the preſidency of Fort Saint 
George, and the ſettlements ſubordinate thereon, and in the Car- 
natic and Northern Circars, under the heads of mint or coinage 
duties, poſt office collections, ſea and land cuſtoms, ſubſidies from 
the Nabob of Arcot, Rajah of Tanjore, &c. land revenues, and 
farms and licenſes, for the year 1798-9, and of the charges de- 
frayed for the ſame year by the ſaid Company in the ſaid preſide ney 
and ſettlements, and in the Carnatic and Northern Circars ; diftin- 
guiſhing the ſame reſpectively under the ſeveral heads of civil, mi- 
Iitary, buildings, and fortifications, and collecting the revenues and 
cuſtoms ; and alſo, 

No. 7. An account of the annual revenues of the Eaſt.-India 
Company, at the preſidency of Bombay, and the ſettlements ſubor- 
dinate thereto, under the heads of land revenues, cuſtoms, farms 
and licenſcs, &c. for three years, according to the lateſt advices ; 
together with the lateſt eſtimate of the ſame ; aid alſo, 

No. 8. An account of the annual charges defrayed by the Eaſt- 
India Company at the preſideney of Bombay, and the ſettlements 
ſubordinate thereto ; diſtinguiſhing the ſame under the reſpective 


heads of civil, military, buildings, and fortifications, and the 


charges of collecting the revenues and cuſtoms, for three years, ac- 
cording to the lateſt advices ; together with the lateſt eſtimate of 
the ſame ; and alſo, | | 
No. 9. A compariſon of the eſtimated and actual amount of the 
revenues of the Eaft- India Company, at the preſidency of Bombay, 
and the ſettlements ſubordinate thereto, under the heads of land re- 
venues, cuſtoms, farms and licenſes, &c. for the year 1795-9, 
and of the charges defrayed for the ſame year by the ſaid Company 


in the ſaid prelidency and ſettlements ; diſtinguiſhing the ſame re- 


ſpeQively, under the ſeveral heads of civil, marine, military, 
buildings, and fortifications, and collecting the revenues and cuf- 
toms ; and alſo, 

No. 10. An account of the anaual charges defrayed by the Eaſt- 


India Company for the management of their trade and commerce in 
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Bengal, at Madras, and at Bombay, ſo far as the ſame can be diſ- 
tinguithed from the eivil gr other charges reſpeQively, for three 
years, according to the lateit advices ; together with the lateſt eſti- 
mate of the ſame ; and alſo, 

No. io. (A). An account of the expences of the preſidency of 
Fort Marlborough, and its dependencies, for three years, according 
to the lateſt advices ; together with the lateſt eſtimate of the ſame; 
and alſo, 

No. 10 (B). Amount of the expences of the iſland of St. Helena, 
and the factory of Canton, for three years, according to the lateſt 
advices; and alſo, 

No. 11. Abſtract eſtimate of the probable reſources and diſburſe- 
ments of the Bengal Government from the 1ſt May 1799 to the 
zoth April 1800 ; and alſo, | 

No. 12. Abſtract eſtimate of the probable reſources and diſburſe- 
ments of the Madras Government, from the 1ſt May 1799 to the 
zoth April 1800; and alſo, 

No. 13. Abſtract eſtimate of the probable reſources and diſburſe- 
ments of the Bombay Government, from the 1ſt May $799 to the 
zoth April 1800; and alſo, 

No. 14. A general abſtract of the eſtimates of the revenues and 
charges of the preſidencies of Fort William, Fort Saint George, 
and Bombay, from 1ſt May 1799 to 3oth April 1800; and alſo, 

No. 15. An account of the amount received at the ſeveral pre- 
fidencies of Fort William, Fort Saint George, and Bombay, for 
ſales of import goods and ſtores, and for certificates on the Court of 
DireQors, within the laſt three years reſpeQively, according to the 
lateſt advices ;z together with the lateſt eſtimate of the * ; and 
alſo, 

No. 16. Amount of the bond and other debts. owing by the 
Eaſt- India Company at their ſeveral preſidencies in the Eaſt 
Indies, on the 3oth April 1-99, the rates of intereſt which ſuch 
debts reſpeRively carry, and the annual amount of ſuch intereſt ; 
and alſo, 

No. 17, An account of the amount of debts ſubſcribed in India, 
between 3oth April 1798 and 1ſt May 1799, agreeable to the 
Court's orders of 25th June 1793; and alſo, 

No. 18. Abſtract ſtatement of the receipts and e of 
the Bengal Government, from the 1ſt May 1798 to the z oth Apꝛil 

1799; and alſo, 

No. 19. Abſtract ſtatement of the reccipts and diſburſements 
of the Madras Government, from 1ſt May 1798 to oth April 
1799; and alſo, | 
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No. 20. Abſtract ſtatement of the receipts and diſburſements 
of the Bombay Government, from the 1ſt May 1798 to the 3oth 
April 1799; and alfo, 

No. 21. An account of the balance of quick ſtock, exhibiting a 
ſtate of the Company's affairs, in reſpect to the debts and aſſets, as 
they ſtood at the ſeveral prefidencies of Fort Wiliiam, Fort Saint 
George, and Bombay, and at the refidency of Fort Marlborough 
and factory at Canton, at the concluſion of the year 1798-g; 
and alſo, 

No. 22. An account of the prime coſt of all cargoes purchaſed 
in India, and ſhipped for Europe, in the year 1798-9; together 
with the commercial charges, at each prefidency, not added to the 
invoice. 

Ordered, That the faid accounts do lay upon the table ; and 
that fuch a number of copies be printed as ſhall be ſufficient for 
the uſe of the Members of the Houſe. 

Mr. SPEAKER ftated, that he had been in the Houſe of Peers, 
where the royal aſſent was given by commiſſion to the bill to remove 
doubts relative to the warehouſing of India goods, to the Mo- 
lafles Spirit bill, and to ſundry other public acts, and to ſeveral pri- 
vate acts. 

The order of the day being read on the bill for regulating the 
price and aſſize of bread, the bill, after an amendment by Sir John 
Anderſon, was read a third time and paſſed. 

The Houſe, in a Committee of the whole Houſe, came to a re- 
ſolution for allowing falt to be uſed in the northern fiſheries duty 
free, &c, for the ſupport of the London market. 

The Hauſe, in a Committee of the whole Houſe, came to a re- 
folution for repealing the preſent dutics on hops, in certain caſes, and 
for granting other duties in lieu thereof. | 

Mr. ROSE moved, that the act by which a . treaty 
was ſettled between this country and France be read ; which being 
entered as read, Mr. Roſe obſerved, that it was, by a proviſion in 
that bill only, lawful to import into this country any French wines 
from the iflands of Guernſey and Jerſey ; which proviſion was at 
an end, becauſe the ad had expired. It was expedient that wines of 
this deſcription ſhould continue to be imported from theſe iſlands, 
under the regulations contained in that act, which could not be done 
without a parliamentary proviſion for that purpoſe ; he ſhould there- 
fore move, „That the Houſe do reſolve itſelf into a Committee 


of the u hole Houſe to. morrow, to confider of the "8 act.“ 
Ordered, 


[Commons. 
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A meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe, that their Lord- 


ſhips had agreed to the bill for an Union between Great Britain 
and Ireland, without any amendment. 


Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL.—< In purſuance of the no- 
tice which I gave on Friday, I rife for the purpoſe of moving for 
leave to bring in a bill for regulating trials for high treaſon in cer- 
tain caſes, and likewiſe for the fafe cuſtody of inſane perſons charged 
with offences. My object is, to confine the bill to the point of 
making high treaſon, in a certain denomination of it, like the caſe of 
murder, by which I mean a direct attempt againſt the perſon of 
His Majeſty. The only poſſible objection, as it ſtrikes me, which 
can be offered to this bill, is that of a ſuppoſition that there may 
be a difficulty in defining the caſe to which the bill would refer. 
I apprehend there will be no ſuch difficulty. In the caſe of mali- 
ciouſly ſhooting at any perſon, there is no difficulty in defining caſes 
that come within the meaning of the law. The ſame rule I would 
apply to an attempt on the perſon of the King. The time for the 
diſcuſſion of ſuch a meaſure as this, would, I preſume, be in a Com- 
mittee ; I, therefore, do not think it neceſſary to ſtate, at this mo- 
ment, what words will be ſufficient for that purpoſe ; when the 
words which ſhall be propoſed are ſeen, thoſe who may now ſup- 
poſe that there exiſts a difficulty, will be better able to judge than 
they are at preſent, whether ſuch difficulty really exiſts or not. If 
the words which I ſhall offer ſhall appear not to be ſufficient to 
expreſs clearly the intention I have, I ſhall be extremely ready to 
adopt other words which may better convey that intention. With 
regard to the other part of the bill, which relates to the ſafe cuſtody 
of inſane perſons who are charged with offences, I thiok it impoſſible 
to doubt that ſomething is neceſſary to be done on that ſubject. I 
do not allude particularly to what has recently happened, although 
that has called ſome ideas forth upon the ſubject; but all thoſe whoſe 


duty calls them to attend to the proceedings of courts of juſtice, from 


time to time, muſt think it important that ſome proviſions ſhould 
be made upon this ſubject, becauſe it has been found that perſons 
who have done the moſt ſhocking acts, and who have been acquitted 
en the ground of their being deranged in their intelleAs, having been 
allowed to go at large, have afterwards committed ſimilar acts 
2gain ; there are ſeveral inſtances of His Majeſty's ſubjeQs having 
loſt their lives in this manner, for want of a due proviſion in this 
reſpect. I do apprehend indeed, that by the common law of this 
realm, when a perſon of this kind is acquitted, the court before which 
he is tried have full power to direct the ſafe cuſtody of ſuch a per- 
ſon; but then the law has ſo little regulated that * and is * 
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filent as to the rules to be obſerved with regard to it, that indeed the 
law may be faid to be defective in that particular; and on reflec. 
tion upon that ſubject, I do think it will be impoſſible to lay down 
any poſitive rule whatever, with regard to the manner of that cu. 
tody, and therefore much muſt be left to the diſcretion of the execu- 
tive government in that reſpect; but when we confider the circum. 
ſtances of theſe unhappy perſons, that generally they are of low ha. 
bits and conneQions, and ſeldom have any friends to take care of 
them, I think it will appear to be humanity itſelf to give to the Ex. 
ecutive Government ſome diſcretion to diſpoſe of them. Under 
| theſe circumſtances I move, That leave be given to bring in a 
bill for regulating trials for high treaſon, and miſpriſion of treaſon 
in certain caſes, and for the ſafe cuſtody of inſane perſons charged 
with offences.“ 

The queſtion being ut, 

Mr. NICHOLLS faid, he had no objedllon to the ſecond part 
of this motion ; but with regard to the firſt, he ſhould rather think 
it adviſable to abide by the law which the wiſdom of our anceſtors 
had deviſed, than to enact any new law upon this moſt important 
ſubject. If any inconyenience could be ſhewn to have ariſen from 
any defect in the law of treaſon, he ſhould be as ready as any body 
to aſſent to ſome meaſure to remedy ſuch inconvenience ; but unleſs 
ſuch inconvenience was ſtated to exiſt, he inclined to abide by the law 
as it ſtood. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT—<« On a ſubje of this high import- 
ance, I ſhould think, that although no proof exiſted of any actual 
inconveniences having ariſen, yet, if we ſee, by looking on the 
law as it now ſtands, that not only great inconvenience, but alſo 
danger may ariſe upon it, we ſhall have no difficulty in ſaying there 
ought to be an amendment of the law in this particular. The 
general principle of the law to guard againſt what is generally un- 
derſtood to range itſelf under the head of conſtruQive or political 
treaſon, is not propoſed to be touched by the bill moved for by my 
learned friend: but it is intended to apply to a ſimple act, capable 
of demonſtration almoſt ; upon this, I think that ſome meaſure is 

highly neceſſary. Suppoſe the act lately attempted againſt the per- 
ſon of the ſovereign had been ſucceſsful, it would certainly, in the 
view of morality, juſtice, and common reaſon, have been a mur- 


[Counons, 


der of a very aggravated and horrid nature. If it had been againſt 
any individual of His Majeſty's ſubjects, it would have been murder 
by the definition of the law of England ; one rule would be obſerved 
In theproſecution, and one witneſs would have been enough to prove 
it. But in the caſe of the murder of the ſovereign himſelt, a 
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whoſe life the ſafety of the State depends, it would not have been 
ſo inquired into, becauſe, by the law of treaſon, a different form of 
proſecution muſt be obſerved, and it could not be laid as ſimple 
murder; ſo that one witneſs would not be ſufficient to prove it, nor 


could the trial, in many other reſpects, have the ſame facility on 


the part of the proſecution, as it would have in the cafe of the mur- 
der of one of His Majeſty's ſubjedts. Although the act ſhould be 
plain murder, yet it cannot be ſtared but as treaſon, and that, by law, 


requires two witneſſes, as well as many other formalities. I ſay, that 


is a condition in which the law ought not to ſtand, In one ſenſe, 
we are all of us happy that the barbarous attempts that have been 
made againſt His Majeſty's perſon are totally free from any combin- 
ation or conſpired deſign ; but when we have had the warnings of 
individual defigns, although the reſult of phrenzy, againſt His Ma- 
jeſty's ſacred perſon, we ought to provide for it ſome farther protec- 
tion, We ſhould take care that His Majeſty's ſacred life ſhould 
have, at leaſt, as much protection as that of any of his ſubjects, 
which, for the reaſons I have mentioned, arifing from the laws of 
treaſon, is not the caſe at this moment. Are we to be told there is 
no neceſſity for ſuch a meaſure? And can we ſuppoſe there ſhould 
be any heſitation in receiving a bill of this nature? We ſhould, 
however, take care that the law fhall be made to apply to the na- 
ture of the caſe to be provided for; and this was ſtated by my 
learned friend, as. a thing to be provided for in the wording of the 
bill, But J muſt obſerve, that without ſome ſuch meaſure as this, 
the perſon of the Sovereign, ſo much the object of our care and 
ſolicitude, will be leſs protected by law againſt murder, than the 
meaneſt of his ſubjects; I ſhould, therefore, hope that the honour- 
able gentleman who ſpoke laſt, to whom we cannot impute any thing 
that is inconſiſtent with pure affection to the Monarch, would, upon 
reflection, be induced to withdraw his oppoſition, and that this bill 
* ſhall be brought in by the unanimous ſenſe of the Houſe.” 

Mr. NICHOLLS faid, he agreed with the right honourable 


gentleman who had juſt ſpoken, on the deficiency of the law upon 
the point of two. witneſſes ; and if the remedy of that defect had 


been ſtated to be the object of the bill, he ſhould not have objected 
to it in any degree : the idea that led him to doubt of the propriety 
was, that it would have had ſome effe& on what is called political 
treaſon—in no other light had he any objection to it. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT'T—*< I ſtated, that one witneſs only was 
ſufficient in the caſe of murder of any of His Majeſty's ſubjects, 
and there muſt be two in a caſe of that kind upon the Sovereign, in 


which his life is leſs protected than the life of one of his ſubjeQs, 
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and that this is a defect in the law too obvious to be debated ; ſo 
that we need not wait for the arrival of any actual inconvenience on 
that account before we endeavour to remedy the defect. But I beg 
leave to ſay, that that is not the only part of the law which this 
bill is intended to alter. I argued upon the idea of the horrid at- 
tempt upon His Majeſty's perſon being ſucceſsful, which is the moſt 
ſhocking ſuppoſition that can be entertained but this bill, as ! 
- - conceive it, will provide alſo againſt any unſucceſsful attempt that 
may be made againſt His Majeſty's life, and will put that alſo on 
the ſame footing of protection as that of a ſubject. I ſay this, in 
order to prevent any miſconception which might ariſe ſrom any ge- 
neral words that were uſed by me. The object, in a word, is this, 
to give His Majeſty all the protection of perſon by law that any of 
his ſubjects have, inſtcad of ſubjeQing it to the rules of treaſon, and 
to have no concern whatever with the law as it relates to conſtruc. 
tive, or what is called political treaſon.” 

The queſtion was then put and carried nem. con. 

The ATTORNEY and SOLICITOR GENERAL, Mr. Chancellor 
P1TT, and the SECRETARY AT WAR, were ordered to prepare and 
bring in the hill. 

Colonel GASCOYNE moved the order of the day for the 
Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee on the. petitions of the 
journey men workmen. 

Mr. YORKE ſuggeſted to the honourable gentleman, that if it 
was his intention ta move any refolution in the Committee, on which 
to found a bill, it would be better to refer the petition to a Com- 
mittee up ſtairs ; which, after having examined the ſubject of them, 
might come to ſome reſolutions on which a bill might be framed ; 
and that it would be more regular for the particulars to be diſcuſſed 
by the Houſe when the bill itſelf ſhould come before the Houſe in 
a Committee. 

Colonel GASCOYNE faid, he did not mean to move in the 

Committee any reſolutions upon which to found a bill, but merely 
as a matter of form to move, that the chairman be directed to move 
for leave to bring in a bill to explain and amend the act of laſt ſeſ- 
ſion of Parliament. 

Mr. BUXTON begged to ſuggeſt to the honourable gentleman, 
whether this was not too late a period of the ſeſſion to introduce a 
bill for altering eftabliſhed regulations on a point of ſo much im- 

nce. 


[CoMmoxs, 


Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that there could be no objection to the 
latencfs of the period at which it was propoſed to introduce this bill, 


- when it was recollected that the bill of laſt ſeſſion, which this wa 
I | 


JoxE 


intende 
ſeſſion. 
on the 
the roy 
intende 
might 


of Parl. 


affected 
the bill 
indeed, 


on the 


bill wh 
don, bi 
duſtrioi 
not ha. 
underſti 
nourab] 
it any n 
he muſt 
that it; 
of the 

that it 

pealed | 
ments « 
know v 
gentlem 
he hope 
of its p 
tice, { 
tute bo 
conſolat 
tended, 
prevent 


the act 


its repe 
reſtraint 
and giv-. 
fectly a 

Mr. 
diſcuſſic 
ſeſſion. 
it to hir 
or no t 


Juxs 30.) DEBATES. 219 


intended to amend and explains was paſſed at as late a-period of the 
ſeſſion. It was read a firſt time on the 18th of June, a ſecond time 
on the roth, and was paſſed by the Houſe of Lords and received 
the royal aſſent ſo late as the middle of July. That bill, although 
intended to alter effentially the law of the land, was precipitated, he 
might ſay, in a moſt indecent manner, and as quickly as the firms 


of Parliament would allow ; fo that the partics whom it prineipally 


affected, ſo far from finding it poſſible to be heard by counſel againſt 
the bill, had not even time to preſent petitions againſt it, A few 
indeed, in the immediate vicinity of London, were heard by counſel 


on the laſt day that it was before the Houſe of Lords; but i it was a 


bill which intereſted, not merely a few people in the vicinity of Lon- 
don, but a very large and numerous part of the labouring and in— 
duſtrious community. He certainly felt himſelf much to blame in 
not having attended to give his oppoſition to that bill, which he 
underſtood paſſed without any, except with a few words from an ho- 
nourable friend of his who was moſt conſtant in his attendance. But 
if any man conſidered the proviſions and the principles of that act, 

he muſt be convinced that it was pregnant with the fouleſt injuſtice ; 
that it was replete with the groſſeſt aggreſſions againſt the principles 
of the law of the land, and againſt the rights by the lubjet—and 
that it was a diſgrace to the ſtatute book. He wiſhed it to be re- 
pealed altogether, becauſe he thought that no explanations or amend- 
ments could poſſibly rid it of its offenſive nature. He did not 
know who introduced that bill ; he believed the right honourable 
gentleman oppoſite (Mr. Pitt ſaid, No); but, whoever introduced it, 
he hoped the right honourable gentleman would not be fo tenacious 
of its principles as to object to its repeal, if he attended to its injuſ- 
tice, Such an act ought not to remain an hour longer on the ſta- 
tute book—it could not be repealed too ſoon ; and there was one 
conſolation to encourage its repeal, that as it had never been pre- 
tended, as an excuſe for its introduction, that there were no laws to 
prevent and puniſh unlawful combinations, and as the preamble of 


the act itſelf ſets forth that it is to explain and amend former acts, 


its repeal will not be the means of letting the ſubject looſe from the 
reſtraints of law, but will merely reſtore things to their-former ſtate, 
and give operation to laws which experience had proved to be per- 
fectly adequate to the purpoſes for which they were intended. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that it was of no conſequence, i in the 
diſcuſſion of the preſent queſtion, who brought in the bill of laſt 
ſeſſion. Certainly, though the honourable gentleman had imputed 
it to him, he was not the introducer. The point now was, whether 
or no hs ball was exceptionable ? It had been paſſed by both 

1 2 | 
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Houſes of Parliament, and he conſidered his aſſent as given to it. 
As to his being tenacious of the principles of the bill, he was very 
eaſy upon the head of incurring this imputation by ſupporting it. 
Among the many accuſations made againſt him, this was not the 
leaſt frequent or the moſt difficult to be borne, when he recolleQed 
that he was ſometimes, and by the ſame perſon too, called obſtinate, 
proud, tenacious of his purpoſe, and perſeveringly inflexible in his 
own meaſures ; at other times, changeable, fickle, irrefolute, and 
_ eaſily ſwayed by the opinions of others. The honourable gentleman 
would perbaps ſay that he is ſometimes both. In this caſe, he 
would adopt the anſwer of a very old man, who was ſometimes 
| blamed for being too full of ſpirits, and at others for being dull and 
melancholy—* Magns eft arguments me eſſe in utrogue mederatum.” 
The particular proviſions of the bill he could not pretend at preſent 
to recollect. The honourable gentleman had not ſpared upon it 
abuſive epithets ; but it was not a ſubje& to be run down by hard 
words. If it were proved that the bill was liable to ſuch ſtrong ob. 
Jections as were ſtated, they ought certainly to be removed. He 
would not, therefore, oppoſe going into the Committee at preſent, 
as he underſtood that he only intended to move for. leave to bring 
in a bill to explain and amend the act; againſt the abſolute repeal 
of it, he would be tenacjous. 

Colonel GASCOYNE faid, he had not ſtated the reaſons upon 
which his motion was to be founded, becauſe he was advjſed by 
ſome of his friends, among whom was particularly the honourable 
gentleman, who had himſelf given occation to this debate by ſtating 
his reaſons for the motion, to delay doing ſo till the Houſe was in 
the Committee, when it would be more regular. 

The SPEAKER ſaid, that the converſation which had juſt taken 
place was in ſome meaſure irregular, and that the honourable gen- 
tleman would be more in order in giving his grounds for his mo- 
tion in the Committee. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, he had indeed told his And 
friend that the Committee was the proper place for the diſcuſſion 
of this bufineſs ; but he had never told him, that if any perſon op- 
poſed the Houſe going into a Committee, he would not give rea- 
ſons for going into it. 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into the Committee. \ 


Colonel GASCOYNE ſaid, that he had heard different modes 


propoſed in which to treat the petitions on the table. He had him- 
{elf reflected on the ſubjeA, and the mode which appeared to him 
beſt, was that which he adopted, of applying through a Committee 
for leave to bring in a bill to . and amend the act of laſt 
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ſeſſon of Parliament. That bill was, as ſtated by his honourable 
friend, brought in on the 18th of June, and read a ſecond time on 
the 19th. The ſecond reading is known to be the ordinary time fixed 
by the forms of the Houſe for hearing Counſel againſt a bill; but 

from this precipitate procedure it was impoſſible that even petitions 

could have been drawn up againſt the bill. It was read a third 

time on the 27th, and in ſhort paſſed. In his opinion, conſidering 

the importance of the ſubject, that bill ought not to have gone farther 

in laſt ſeſſion than the firſt and ſecond reading; and then, by ſtand- 

ing over to the beginning of this ſeſſion, time would have been given 

to conſider it, and it would have received ſuch modifications in the 

Committee as would have ſuperſeded the neceſſity of the petitions 

now before the Committee, and would have prevented his now tak- 

ing up the time of the Houſe. He never had heard of any particular 

cireumſtances requiring ſuch a bill. No allegation was made of 
illegal combinations then exiſting, and yet the bill had been hurried 

through without allowing time to conſider it. Colonel Gaſcoyne then 

proceeded to animadvert upon different clauſes and proviſions of the 

act of laſt ſeſſion ; the expreſſions he repreſented as extremely inde- 
finite, as laying the workmen a great deal too much at the mercy 
of the maſters, and as expoſing them to proſecution and puniſkment 
on the oath of a ſingle perſon before a ſingle magiſtrate, for the fim- 
pleſt actions, in which in the ſevereſt conſtruction of them there was 
nothing to blame. There was one clauſe of it alſo liable to pecu- 

liar exception, as, on the literal interpretation of it, it ſubjects the 
funds of friendly ſocieties inſtituted for the purchaſe of tools to poor 
workmen, and for ſupporting them in fickneſs, to forfeiture, if it is 
proved that one ſhilling of theſe funds has ever been given to a per- 
ſon who comes under the proviſions of this act. Now this may 
often happen from accident ; and by the half of theſe funds, which 
ſometimes amount to ſo much as 3oool. being given to the informer, 
a great reward is held out to induce men to perjury. While fo 
much is done againſt the journeymen, there is not one clauſe in the 
act to regulate the conduct of maſters. He did not wiſh to repeal 
this act altogether ; but he thought he had adduced grounds ſuffi- 
cient for the motion with which he would conclude—* That the 
Chairman be directed to move for leave to bring in a bill to explain 
and amend the act of laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, for preventing ille- 
gal combinations of journeymen workmen.” 

Mr. DENT, in ſeconding the motion, ſaid, he did not apprehend 
that the proviſions of the bill could poſſibly extend to the friendly 
ſocieties ; but, nevertheleſs, it was extremely exceptionblae. It 
altered in ſeveral material points the law of the land. It directed 
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the perſon accuſcd to be examined upon oath, ſo that he might eri. 
minate himſelf ; and it even went ſo far as to put a conſtruction 
upon motives, and to direct that a man ſhould be committed if it 
ſhould appear probable to a Juſtice that he had meant to violate ary 
of its proviſions. Though ſome regulations might be neceflary, 

theſe were evidently oppreſſive, and he hoped the Houſe would mere. 

fore conſider the ſubject with their uſual indulgence, coolneſs and 
moderation. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT complained that the bill had been ex- 
tremely- miſrepreſented ; and faid that, if the journeymen workmen 
founded their objections to it upon ſuch an interpretation, they were 
extremely unreaſonable, It had been ſaid, that all friendly focie- 
ties were affected by it, and that their funds were liable to be ſeized 
if they ſhould aſſiſt any of their members. There could not be a 
greater perverſion of the meaning of any clauſe. No money was 
made liable to forfeiture but what had been expreſsly contributed 
for an unlawful purpoſe. Confeſſion was one ſpecies of conviction 
in trials for every other offence as well as for this. Far from ob- 
jecting to a ſummary method of trial, he was confident that the 
workmen muſt approve of it, as it ſaved them infinite time, trouble, 
and expence. The bill might want ſome literal correQions ; he 
therefore ſhould vote for the preſent motion ; but he deprecated 
the idea of repealing it, or deflroying its efficacy by explanations and 
amendments. The principle of it was good, and it ought by all 
means to be ſtrengthened and confirmed. 

Colonel GASCOYNE pledged himſelf to bring proofs to the 
bar, of groſs oppreſſion having been ſuffered under the bill he com- 
plained of. Perhaps this had happened from the miſtake of the 
Magiſtrate, but it ſurely demonſtrated the neceſſity of the bill being 
properly explained. Were theſe offences to be tried by a jury, he 
ſhould think there was leſs chance of abuſe ; but it was very wrong 
that a ſingle Juſtice ſhould thus have it in his power to tyrannize 
over all the workmen in his neighhgurhood. 

Mr. ROSE faid, that any one might appeal from the ſentence of 


the Juſtice to the quarter ſeſſions, where he would be ſure to meet 
with redreſs. 


Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that the right honourable gentleman 
oppoſite to him (Mr. Pitt) had complained that he had miſrepre- 


ſented the bill ; but it was very evident that the right henourable 
gentleman was totally ignorant of its proviſions himſelf. He had 
ſaid that it was advantageous for the workmen, as it directed a ſum- 
mary method of trial ; but it ſo happened, that the bill had nothing 
to do with ſettling difſpates between maſters and ſervants, as it only 
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gave the maſters a power of ſummoning the ſervants before a ma- 
piltrate to anſwer for offences created by the act itſelf. He did not 
approve of the plan of amending the act, as he did not fee how it 
could be amended, and as it was altogether unneceſſary. There 
were already ſevere laws againſt combination, which were quite ſuf- 
ficient to prevent that practice to a pernicious degree. No proof 
whatever had been offered of their ineſſieaey; and the only reaſon to 
believe that a new act was called for was the preamble of the act 
itſelf, He reſpected the Juſtices ; but among ſuch a numerous 
body of men there muſt be ſome not very well diſpoſed; and, though 
they were ever ſo upright, they could not give equity like a jury ; 
they muſt explain and enforce the law with rigour, and thus be the 
inſtruments of oppreſſion. If a father ſhould be convicted of hav- 
ing forbidden his ſon to work any longer with a maſter who had 
refuſed to teach him his buſineſs, but had beat, ſtarved and abuſed 
him, that father the juſtices were bound to commit to priſon for 
three months, there to be kept at hard labour. Although all the 
maſters in the diſtrict ſhould combine to lower the rate of wages, 
the poor journey men had by this act no means of redreſs ; but, 
though themſelves liable to the moſt ſevere puniſhment for the 
leaſt impropriety, muſt ſuffer the cruelleſt injuries without a mur- 
mur. He could with his honourable friend adduce many inſtances 

in which they had been oppreſſed The bill abounded not leſs with 
abſurdity than injuſtice ; it rendered it penal for any one, in any 
way, ſecretly or covertly, directly or indirectly, to ſeduce a work- 
man from his maſter ; but bounties were offered and proclamations 
poſted up every day, to entice workmen to enter His Majeſty's 
ſervice ; and, if the bill were fairly ated upon, half the captains, 
lieutenants, and recruiting ſerjeants in the kingdom would now 
be in the Houſe of Correction, picking oakum or beating hemp. 

Sir F. B. JONES begged that it might not be underſtood, that 
though he voted for the motion, he ſupported the bill which was 
meant to be brought in. He thought that the act of laſt ſeſſion 
ſhould be totally repealed, and he ſhould probably move ſor its re- 
peal next ſefſign of Parliament. 

General TARLETON thought that the bill ſhould be repealed, 
as it was unneceſſary, and as the mode of trial it directed was 
alien to the laws of England. 

Colonel ELFORD approved” of the bill. He PRE: it 
ſtrange, that though he repreſented Plymouth, he had never known 


that his conſtituents were to petition againſt it till he had actually 
ſeen their petition upon the table. 
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Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that if the honourable gentleman felt 
ſore in being thus overlooked, he had now an opportunity of doiny 
honour to his conſtituents by ſupporting the praver of their petition. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL contended, that the bill w:; 
neceſſary, and that a ſummary mode of trial was neceſſary, as the 
mode by indictment would be quite ineffectual in preventing unlav- 
ful combinations. 

The motion was then put and agreed to; the Houſe was reſumed, 
and leave aſked and obtained to bring in the bill. 

Ordered, that Mr. Pierrepont, Mr. Gaſcoyne, General Tarle- 
ton, Mr. Dent, the Lord Mayor of London, and Mr. Sheridan, do 
prepare and bring in the ſame. 

Mr. LONG preſented to the Houſe a paper, intituled, Return 
to an order of the honourable Houſe of Commons, dated the gth 
day of June, 1800, for an account of the ſums remaining due and 
unprovided for by Parliament for ſubſidies granted to His Majeſty 
the Emperor of all the Ruſſias, as the fame ſtood on the 5th of Ja- 
nuary 1800.“ Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL preſented to the Houſe a bill 
for regulating trials for high treaſon, and miſpriſon of high treaſon, in 
certain cafes, and for the ſafe cuſtody of infane perſons charged with 
offences ; and the ſame was received and read the firſt time, and 
ordered to be read a fecond time to-morrow. 


Tueſday, Fuly 1. 


The Houſe, on the order of the day, reſolved itſelf into a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe on the bill for regulating the ſalaries of 
the clerk and clerk afliſtant and other officers of the Houſe. 

The SPEAKER recapitulated the ſtatement which he made on 
a former night, reſpeQing the ſalaries of the clerk and clerk afliſt- 
ant, the ſerjeant at arms, and his deputy, and the propriety of fixing 
them at ſome certain regular ſtandard. At preſent they were paid, 
partly out of perquiſites and fees of their offices, and partly by annui- 
ties paid out of the civil liſt. The object propoſed by this bill 
was to make a fund out of all the charges due upon bills, &c. which 
come before the Houſe ; and he hoped, from the increaſe of buſineſs 
_ which would reſult from the Union of Ireland with this country, 

that that fund would be found adequate for the payment, not only 
of the clerk and clerk aſſiſtant, but even, in time, of the Speaker 
and every other officer of the Houſe. It was clear, however, that 
this fund could not be formed till the expiration of the patent of the 
preſent clerk and his deputy. But at the ſame time it was defir- 
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able that the ſalary of the clerk aſſiſtant, of the ſerjeant at arms, 
and of his deputy, ſhould be fixed at ſome proper and adequate pro- 
viſions. The ſalary of the clerk, he propoſed, after the expiration 
of the preſent patent, ſhould be 3 5001. ; that of the clerk aſſiſtant, 
which is now altogether 1000l. ſhould be 1 5001. ; that that of the 
ſerjeant at arms ſhould be 23ool. and that if he keeps a deputy he 
ſhall be obliged to pay him 2001. beſides the 3oel. allowed to a 
deputy ſerjeant by the Houſe. Theſe were the principal things 


which he had to move in the Committee, in order to fill up the 
blanks in the bill. 


Mr. BAKER made ſome obſervations on the propriety of apply-_ 


ing part of the fund to the increaſe of the ſalary of the Chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The SPEAKER faid, that he perfectly approved of this ſug- 
geſtion ; but as the fund could not be eſtabliſhed at the preſent mo- 


ment, the making any further proviſion for that gentlemaa could 


not form any part of this bill. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that he. hoped no gentleman would 
object to the propoſitions which had juſt been made, after hearing 
the grounds on which they reſted. The office of Chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means was a moſt laborious one ; and, as 
it was now filled, ought certainly to be more amply recompenſed than 
it now is. But the fund could not in the mean time provide for 
this, and he hoped that the Houſe would cheerfully aſſent to ſome 


other means of making a proviſion. The beſt method he thought 


would be, to move an addreſs to His Majeſty to make proviſion for 
that office out of ſome other unexhauſted fund. This he intended 
to do before the concluſion of the ſeſſion. 

After a few words from Mr. BAKER, the 1 were 
agreed to, and the report was ordered to be received to-morrow. - 

Mr. LONG brought in a bill for enabling His Majeſty to grant 
commiſſions to the natives of the United Provinces to ſerve on 
board the Dutch ſhips employed in His Majeſty's ſervice ; which 


was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time to- 
morrow. | 


The bill for regulating the trials for treaſon in certain caſes, and 


for providing for the confinement of inſane perſons who have been 


guilty of crimes, was read a ſecond time, and committed for 
Friday, 


On the motion of the Arrozney GrneraL, it was agreed 


that it be an inſtruction to the Committee to divide the bill into two 


bills. 
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The Houſe went into a Committee on the report of the Petition 
for the Relief of the Poor of the Metropolis. 

Mr. MAIN WARING moved, That the Chairman be di- 
reed to aſk leave to bring in a bill for making an additional rate 
in the pariſhes of Mary-le-bone and St. Pancras, for a time to be 
limited.” 

Mr. ROBSON ſaid, he wiſhed as well to the poor as any man, 
and would do as much for their relief, but did not wiſh to ſee bene- 
volence turned into a tax. The plan in queſtion had originated at 
Lloyd's Coffee-houſe, the gentlemen of which place had taken the 
poor out of the hands of the pariſh overſcers, and put them under 
their own protedion. The plan by which they propoſed to make 
up the deficiency of ſubſcriptions was faid to be temporary; but it 
was very well known that a rate or tax once impoſed was ſeldom 
afterwards remitted. An application to Parliament would be much 
better. The rates in Mary-le-bone already amounted to 39,000]. 

and the inhabitants wiſhed to be heard by counſel if the bill was 
brought in. 

Mr. I. HAWKINS BROWNE ſupported the reſolution, and 
thought any application to Parliament highly improper. Some pa- 
riſhes were rich and ſome poor ; but the whole of the metropolis 
ſhould conſider itſelf as one great family, and unite together for the 
relief of the indigent in theſe preſſing times. 

Mr. PERCIVAL faid, the honourable gentleman who ſpoke 
firſt laboured under ſome kind of error. The money to be raiſed 
by this new aſſeſſment was not to come into the hands of the gentle- 
men at Lloyd's, but to be diſtributed to the proper officers for mak- 
ing a parochial fund. There was no intent, therefore, to mix cha- 
. ritable inftitutions with parochial affairs, and he ſhould therefore 
vote for the reſolution. 


Mr. VANSITTART ſaid, the law for upwards of 200 years 


[Commoxs, 


was, that if a pariſh could not maintain its poor, the hundred muſt ; 


and if the hundred could not, the county was bound to do it. The 
ſtate of the perſons intended to be relieved was ſuch as to render it 
neceſſary to paſs this bill as expeditiouſly as poſſible. 

Mr. PLUMER aſked, why the honourable Magiſtrate who 
moved for this buſineſs did not apply the remedy which it was ſaid 
exiſted already by the 43d of Elizabeth? 

Mr. MAINWARING anſwered, that by that act two juſtices 
had the power of acting; but he thought it more ſuitable to the 
magnitude of the preſent ſubject to put the buſineſs into the hands 
of all the magiſtrates of the county. | 
| . | 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT aid, that beſides this, the magiſtrates of 
the metropolis could not carry the intended meaſure into effect 
without ſpecial powers, becauſe they had only power of aQing in 
particular parts of the metropolis z ; for infance, the magiſtrates for 
Middleſex could not act in the city of London. 

Mr. W. SMITH wiſhed that the bill might be introduced, and 


then the Houſe would judge of its proviſions. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, it was neceſſary to i away an 
alarm that had been unneceſſarily and improperly created againſt 
this meaſure. The Houſe ſhould recollect that it was intended to 
continue but for a ſhort time ; and the additional charge it would 
cauſe to the public would amount to no more than two-pence or 
three-pence in the pound all over tne different pariſhes. 

Mr. JONES ſtated, that this meaſure had already cauſed great 
alarm; that if a bill was brought in, it would be oppoſed by the 


whole pariſh of St. Mary-le-bone, and other pariſhes who had 


united to petition and employ counſel againſt it. 

Mr. DEVAYNES ſtated, that the gentlemen at Lloyd's kad 

been actuated by nothing but the beſt views; that they did not with 
to have any thing to do with the money to be raiſed by the new 
rates; but they found the money which had been entruſted to them 
to diſtribute, exhauſted, and they wiſhed the poor to be taken care 
of, The oppoſition of the pariſh of Mary-le-bone was the more to 
be wondered at, as that very pariſh had received large ſupplies from 
the Committee at Lloyd's. It had, indeed, offered to pay the 
Committee afterwards, but it was not the plan of the gentlemen at 
Lloyd's to accept money ſo offered. He approved of the bill, be- 
cauſe he ſaw the neceſſity of ſomething being done for the ſupport of 
the poor, and as only a few of thoſe who were able ſeemed willing. 
to contribute voluntarily to it. He would venture to fay, on no 
light grounds, that there were not 10,000 people in London who 
have contributed half- a. guinea for the relief of the poor. 
Mr. ROBSON ſaid, that the gentlemen at Lloyd's had profeſſed 
to be ready to aſſiſt all pariſhes which needed ſupply for the relief 
of the poor, and that therefore it was not ſurpriſing if the pariſh of 
Mary-le-bone had received ſome aſſiſtance from them. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL ſaid, the power granted to 
the magiſtrates by the 43d of Elizabeth was confined to one 
county, and therefore inſufficient in the preſent caſe ; in which it 
was propoſed to give relief to the poor of the metropolis and the ad- 
joining pariſhes, a ſpace extending over three counties. 

Mr. ELLISON felt great affliction at the ſtatement, that in this 


large metropolis not more than 1 0,000 perſons bad ſubſcribed 
| Gg 2 
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more than half a guinea each, on an average, for the relief of the 
poor, and thanked God that in his part of the country there was 
more liberality. No man, he ſaid, would be more defirous than 
himſelf to provide for fne poor, by whom he meant ſuch as were 
unable to earn their bread ; but he ſhould be ſorry to ſee the indo- 
lent claſſed among them, and the country, with reſpe& to its poor 


[Commoxs, 


- laws, thrown back to the ſtate in which it was in the time of Eliza- 


beth, when the objects of relief conſiſted principally of a ſet of people 
from monaſteries, who were able to earn a livelihood by their labour. 
He ſuggeſted that the introduction of the word “ cities” in the act of 
the 43d of Elizabeth would give the magiſtrate a power ſufficiently 
extenſive for the preſent purpoſe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that gentlemen ſeemed to be afraid 
of a deſign to make this bill permanent. This certainly was not 
intended: it was merely to meet the temporary exigency of the 
ſcarcity. They ſeemed afraid that it was intended to put an end 
to parochial management : neither was this what he conceived to 
be the intention of the bill ; it was only wiſhed to raiſe a ſmall ad- 
ditional rate, for a temporary purpoſe, which would till be at the 
diſpoſal of the reſpeQive pariſhes in which it was raiſed. 

Mr. DEVAYNES ſaid, that the gentlemen at Lloyd's coffee- 


| houſe had declined having any thing to do with its diſtribution. 


Mr. TIERNEY faid, that he would vote for the introduction 
of the bill, becauſe it was odious, at ſuch times as the preſent, to 
oppoſe any thing that purported to be for the relief of the poor ; but 
at the ſame time he wiſhed rather that the title of the bill had been 
to explain the act of the 43d of Elizabeth. He wiſhed alſo that 
the application for legiſlative interference had come from magil- 
trates, complaining that they had not means of ſupporting the poor, 
rather than from the gentlemen at Lloyd's. The ſtatement of the 


| honourable gentleman (Mr. Devaynes) reſpecting the number of 


ſubſcribers in London, he conceived to be wrong. He might be 
Tight as to what was ſubſcribed at Lloyd's ; but he underſtood that, 
in the 'pariſh of Mary le- bone itſelf, upwards of 25001. had been 
ſubſcribed ; and he recollected in his pariſh, that of St. George, 
Southwark, that when he ſubſcribed about fix months ago, ſub- 
ſcriptions for upwards of 13o00l. were upon the banker's books. 


He was afraid that the bill would affed, not rich men who were 


unwilling to pay, but people unable to pay, people not ſo low as to 


accept aſſiſtance from ſoup-ſhops, and yet unable to contribute to 


their ſupport. He hoped that no extraordinary parade would be 
made on account of the lateneſs of the ſeſſion, as a reaſon for ac- 
celerating the meaſure ; and that counſel would be permitted to be 
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heard againſt it on behalf of the inhabitants of the pariſh of Mary- 
le-bone, in which it had produced a great ſenſation. 

Mr. PERCIVAL faid, it was impoſſible that any application 
could have come from the magiſtrates, as the meaſure originated in 
the failure of the funds ariſing from the voluntary ſubſcriptions for 
the relief of the poor, which was too recent to have been yet felt by 
the magiſtrates. He then applied himſelf to Mr. Elliſon's propoſed 
amendment, and contended, that the word “ cities” would not 
give to the magiſtrates a ſufficiently extenſive juriſdiction to afford 
the neceſſary relief. 

Mr. TIERNEY deſired to know, whether the money intended 
to be raiſed was to be applied in the ſame manner as the relief now 
diſtributed under the 4.3d of Elizabeth? If ſo, he ſaid it would re- 
move much difficulty, which he then felt. 

Mr. MAINWARING faid, he had no idea of 0 money 
from the aggregate metropolis to ſend it to Lloyd's coffee- houſe. 
The money would be paid to the different officers of the ſeveral 
pariſhes, to be by them diſpoſed of under the inſpection of the 
magiſtrates. . 

Mr. RYDER recommended all Aifcuſfion to be defeived until 
after the bill was brought in. 

Sir W. MILNER was aſtoniſhed to hear the rariſh of Mary- 
le-bone cenſured for its conduct. It had made no application to 
the Committee in the city for relief; on the contrary, the Com- 
mittee, on the 2oth of May, made a voluntary offer of aſſiſtance, as 
if they had a ſuperabundance of means ; and yet, to his ſurpriſe, on 
the 22d of May, only two days after, a petition was preſented to that 
Houſe, ſtating the total failure of their funds. If, however, it were 
neceſſary to bring in a bill for the relief of the poor of the metropolis, 
he hoped to ſee it extended into a general law, as the poor in the 
country were ſtill more diſtreſſed than thoſe of the city. 

The queſtion was then put and agreed to, and leave given to 
bring in a bill accordingly. 


— 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Wedneſday, Fuly 2. 

This day the King came down to the Houſe inthe uſual ſtate, and 

being ſeated in his royal robes on the throne, Sir Francis Molyneux, 

Bart. gentleman uſher of the black rod, was ſent to order the at- 

tendance of the Commons, who forthwith appeared at the. bar, with 
the Speaker at their head. 


WV 


\ 
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His Majeſty was then pleaſed to ſignify his royal aſſent to the 
bill, intituled, ** An AR for the Union of Great Britain and 
' Ireland ;” 

And alſo to Pigot's Diamond Lottery, and the Duke of Rich. 
mond's Eſtate Bills. + 
His Majeſty then withdrew with the accuſtomed ceremonics. 


* PP 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wedneſday, Fuly 2. 


The SrrAKER took the chair, and the Houſe were proceeding 
in the buſineſs of the day, when they received a meſſage from the 
Houſe of Peers, acquainting them that their attendance was there 
required. The Houſe proceeded with the Speaker at their head, 
who, on his return, ſaid, he was to acquaint the Houſe, that they 
had attended His Majeſty in the Houſe of Peers, where His Ma- 
jeſty was pleaſed to give the royal aſſent to an act for the Union of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

Mr. BRAGO brought up the report of the bill for the better pre- 
ſervation of timber in the New Foreſt, in the county of South- 
ampton, &c. &c. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, it was his intention to object to the 
further proceedings at preſent, and would move, that this bill 
ſhould be put off to a diſtant period. He thought it brought for- 
ward at too late a period of the ſeſſion, unſuiting the importance and 
magnitude of it; and he hoped, at leaſt, he ſhould be enabled to 
obtain the hearing of counſel againſt the oppreſſive parts, in conſe- 
quence of a petition which he was about to preſent from a reſpeQable 
individual, who would be conſiderably aggrieved ſhould this bill paſs 
into a law. Among other objeQions which he had to make to 
fome of the clauſes, he had now to object to that clauſe with which 
he was forcibly ſtruck, namely, “ That it ſhall be lawful for His 


Majeſty to cauſe ſuch quantities of land within the ſaid Foreſt as | 


His Majeſiy ſhall think fit, not exceeding in the whole 400 acres, 
to be incloſed and perpetually preſerved,” &c. To this he would 
object. Thoſe 400 acres could not be conſidered as part of what 
was ordered to be incloſed by the ſtatute of King William, which 
confined the permiſſion to incloſe, under certain conditions, to a 
period of twenty years. It was to be looked upon as a totally nev 
proceeding ; and he would oppoſe it, as moſt materially affecting 
the rights of common, &c. On that ground he ſhould think, that 
: / 
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thoſe who complained ought to be heard by counſel, and have an 
opportunity of ſtating their grievances. There was alſo another 
clauſe of alienation, ſo introduced that the whole may be alienated 
— fold off lot by lot, by which every idea of common right was pre- 
cluded. It was with juſtice then, he thought, that the individual, 
whoſe petition he held in his hand, and which he would preſent, 
had complained. He had it in his recollection, and fo had the 
Houſe, that when in 1792 a fimilar bill was brought forward, it 
was reſiſted in another place, not parliamentary to name, purely on 
the advanced ſtate of the ſeſſion, and was conſequently dropped. He 
then moved the farther conſideration to be put off to this day three 
months. 

The motion was not ſeconded, the bill proceeded of courſe, and 
the amendments were read and agreed to. 

The queſtion was then put, that the bill ſhould be engroſſed. 

Mr. HUSSEY faid, that when he conſidered the conſiderable 
extent of ground of 115,000 acres not cultivated, he hoped gentle- 
men would look to the proviſions of the people. He approved of 
the commiſſioners, and believed they would do their duty, being 
men of high worth and character; but was of opinion, that a much, 
better bill than the preſent could be framed for the benefit of the 
country. F 

Mr. SPEAKER obſerved, that the queſtion was on the bill being 
engrofſed ; and that it would be more regular for gentlemen to give 
| their opinions after that queſtion was diſpoſed of, and to ſpeak 
upon the queſtion for the third reading. 
0 The queſtion was put and carried. 
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4 Mr. STURGES then moved the third reading of the bill : he 
a ſaid, that in moving he ſhould mention one or two things juſt no- 
N iced in the diſcuſſion ; and firſt, he muſt deny, he ſaid, that the 
5 honourable gentleman (Mr. Hobhduſe) underſtood the bill. On 
- the indecency imputed on hurrying the bill through the Houſe, he 
a would juſt obſerve, that the bill was brought in on the 3oth of laſt 
- May ; it was committed, and re-committed ; and the report was 
5 now made on the 2d July. On the honourable gentleman's ob- 
* jection to the 400 acres, he ſhould underſtand, that the object was 
. 1 to ſet apart a ſufficient quantity of land for ſupplying the deer of the 


foreſt with food during the winter ſeaſdn, by its produce of hay, and 
thereby prevent the deſtruction of timber, by the cutting of brouſe 
wood. On theſe conſiderations he thought the objections would fall 
to the ground, and with them the complaints on the rights of com- 
mon, as ſaid to be affected by the bill. He further obſerved, that 
the 400 acres to be incloſed conſtituted a part of the 4000 actes 
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which are now under law to be incloſed. He thought no material 
objections remained; he concurred with an honourable member 
(Mr. Huſſey) in his approbation of the commiſſioners, and ſaid, that 
the boundaries of the foreſt muſt be aſcertained for the convenience 
of the courts to determine. in doubtful caſes ; and was of opinion, 
that the calling in of counſel at this very advanced period of the 
ſeſſion, could anſwer no purpoſe but to retard the bill. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE in reply ſaid, he was ſo far unfortunate as to 
have no perſon to have ſeconded his motion for the putting off the 
bill to a remoter day. He now had, and would renew his objec- 
tions and his motion. The bill he inſiſted ſhould have been 
brought forward at an earlier period in the ſeſſion. In other in- 
cloſures there was ſome underſtanding, ſome compromiſe between 
the parties ; here there was none at all ; and were it only for that 
reaſon, he thought the complainants ſhould be heard. He would 
retort the charge of ignorance on the learned and honourable gen- 
tleman ; alienations were, he would maintain, unlimited, if not ex- 
ceeding 5001. in value, and thoſe free from paſture, &. Did not 
this affect the property of others? 

Mr. HUSSEY ſaid, he really wiſhed the bill poſtponed for ſome 
little time. | 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL ſaid, that a motion was made 
for a long time, by which the bill would be loſt. ' He, on his part, 
had no objection; though it would be beſt to adjourn the debate, as 
gentlemen ſeemed inclined to confider more fully on the ſubject, 
and for that reaſon he would mention next Friday. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, he would agree, and withdraw his 


motion. 

The further — were then fixed for Friday next. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE hoped, he faid, that if from the petition a 

further day was thought necefſary, the Houſe would not deny it. 
He then preſented the petition againſt the bill from William Scott, 
Eſq. of Wimpſon ; the complaint was, that his rights would be 
affected conſiderably, ſhould it paſs into a law; and the prayer, 
that he ſhould be heard by counſel, in order to prevent that law. 
Among the allegations of the petition, it was ſtated, that the bill 
was a violation of all principles of juſtice, and that it was produced 
at a period of the ſeſſion too remote for * a full, fair, and candid 
diſcuſſion.” | 
The SPEAKER ſaid, his duty called upon him to notice to the 

Houſe the expreſſions uſed by the petitioner ; they were, in his 
alen, highly objectionable. 
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Mr. HOBHOUSE concurred, that the. petition was objection- 


able, and acknowledged that he had not carefully examined it. 
The SPEAKER hoped, however, that the Houſe would permit 
the petition to be withdrawn, and take no notice more than if never 


grievances without ſuch expreſſions, — The Houſe aſſented, and the 
petition was withdrawn. O 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, that notwithſtanding the ad- 
vanced period of the ſeſſion, he was about to give notice of a mo- 
tion which was preſſed upon him by the city of London; and that 
in ſuch a ſituation he was almoſt obliged to make it, ſubmitting to 
the Houfe to judge of its propriety : the notice then he had to give 
was, that on Friday next he would move for a Committee to con- 
ſider of the moſt effectual means of preventing depredations on the 
river Thames. 


the ſalaries of the clerk, * aſſiſtant, &c. of the Houſe ok 


Commons. 


engaged in the uſeful and laborious ſituation of clerks of the Houſe, 
without waiting for the period, rather remote, which was fixed by 
| the bill. He thought the Houſe would feel itſelf inclined to concur 
in a motion, ſhould any gentleman bring it forward, that would re- 


men in the time between the paſſing of the bill and their eventual 
ſucceſſion to the ſalaries therein appointed, ard which he did ot 
think ſufficient if they were immediately conferred, He was the 


: more readily led to give this ſuggeſtion, from the approacking 

| increaſing labours of thoſe offices which muſt ariſe from the 
g Union, and which muſt render the diſcharge of them acdiconally 

g burthenſome. 

The report with the OTF INIT: was agreed 5 and ordered to 
g be 7 

V. 5 | 

Il —— — — — 
d 8 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thurſday, July 3. : 
The Duke of BEDFORD, purſuant to notice given on a for- 
mer evening, recalled their Lordſhips' attention to the ſubject of the 
reſolutions lately ſent up from the Commons reſpeQing bills of in- 


Vor. XII. 


preſented, ſill leaving to the petitioner an opportunity of ſtating his 


Mr. YORKE brought up the report of 'the bill for ſettling - 


Mr. BAKER vrped the propriety, by ſubmitting it to the con- a 
ſideration of the Houſe, of remunerating thoſe gentlemen who were 


commend to His Majeſty to remunerate the ſervices of thoſe gentle- 


dloſure. He conceived that, generally ſpeaking, they, as far as fe- 
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gulations of the kind could go, afforded a remedy, and were likely 

to attain the propoſed object. He thought it neceſſary to declare this 

opinion in the outſet, to prevent his general ſentiment reſpecting the 

reſolutions in queſtion from being miſunderſtood. In regard to 
the very important topic to which theſe reſolutions referred, he 

ſhould not enter into a detailed expoſition of the principles upon 

which he conſwicred it. On that main point he truſted they ali 
felt alike. It was equally notorious and important, that the popu- 
lation of the kingdom had of late years confiderably increaſed ; and 
it was as well known that the means of ſupplying that population 
had not increaſed in proportion, and that the domeſtic ſupply was 
inadequate. The reſolutions before the Houſe he certainly ap- 
proved, at the ſame time he had not the leaſt objection to give his 
ſupport to any propoſitions ſtarted by any other Lord more con- 
verſant on the ſubject than himſelf, which ſhould appear to him 
better calculated to attain the deſired end. To a ſyſtem of general 
ineloſure he was friendly; but to effect that by a general bill, or 
rather the attempt to efſect it by ſuch means, was what he could not 
approve. He thought the thing impraQicable, and in that light he 
conſidered the general ineloſure bill brought up laſt year; it was not 
calculated to attain its deſired object. Could every caſe be embraced 
by a general bill, then the meaſure would certainly be advantageous, 
and ſhould have his ſupport ; but he was aware of the difficulties of 
the caſe, which amounted to an impoſſibility of effecting it in that 
way; and, in his opinion, their Lordſhips were right in rejeQing 
the bill. The reſolutions, however, ſeemed to him to tend to fa- 
cilitate an extenſive ſyſtem of incloſure, and without the adoption of 
any general law for the purpoſe, though at the ſame time one of the 
reſolutions obviouſly tended that way, and on principles, in his 
opinion, finiilar to thoſe on which the general highway act was 
framed ; and one very prominent feature of the reſolutions was to 
diminiſh the expences of incloſure bills, of which he much ap- 
proved. His Grace, in the courſe of the remaining parts of his 
ſpeech, read the reſolutions, the firſt efficient one of which is as 
follows : 

« That in order to diminiſh the expence of bills of incloſure, 
it may be expedient that regulations ſhould be adapted, by the two 
Houſes of Parliament, for the admiſſion of affidavits, authenticated 
by the certificate of one or more magiſtrates, as ſufficient evidence of 
the notices, the conſents, and the allegations in the preamble of ſuch 
bills, inſtead of the parole evidence now required; unleſs where 
the latter ſhould appear at the time to be neceſſary from particular 
circumſtances.” 5 | | | 
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The next reſolution was that which he alluded to as tending to 
recommend a general law, and which in conſequence he could not 
conſider in the ſame light in which he did the others ;—it run 
thus : 

« That, for the ſame purpoſe, it may be expedient that a general 
law ſhould be paſſed, compriſing all ſuch proviſions as by experience 
have been found neceſſary in moſt bills of incloſure, to which all 
ſuch bills in future might refer.” 

This propoſition he thought the Houſe could not directly accede 
to. The expediency of ſuch a bill was very queſtionable, and the 
Houſe ſhould be very cautious how it pledged itſelf in ſuch a caſe. 
A declaration might be ſet forth, expreſſing merely an opinion, that 
if ſuch a bill could be paſſed with a likelihood of its attaining the 
object deſired, it would be wiſe to paſs it. The next reſolution was 
read by his Grace as follows: 

« That, in order to diminiſh other expences incidental to bills of 
incloſure, it may be expedient that proviſion ſhould be made in 
ſuch general law for taxing the charges of the ſolicitor, regulating 
the conduct of the commiſſioners, and preventing any unneceſſary 
delay in carrying ſueh bills into effect.“ 

The difficulties attending carrying this reſolution fully i into effect 
he was perfectly aware of: to curtail ſome of thoſe articles of charge 
would be found an arduous taſk indeed. He knew of but few in- 


ſtances where the attempt was made, and thoſe he had cauſe to 


know were unſucceſsful. The laſt reſolution was as follows: 

That in the caſe of ſmall incloſures, not. exceeding three hun- 
dred acres, it may be expedient to provide, that ſuch bills ſhould be 
conſidered, as to the payment of fees, only as ſingle bills; and that 
thofe for the incloſure of ſmaller tracks of land, not exceeding one 
hundred acres, ſhould be ſubject only to the payment of half the 
bill-fees due on a ſingle bill: the admeaſurement in both caſes to 
be proved in the ſame manner as is propoſed by the ſecond refolu- 
tion, regarding notices and conſents.” 

This propoſal required ſome conſideration, not only as it related 
to the circumſtances of parliamentary fees; but the mode ſtruek 
out would, he conceived, rather go to increaſe than to diminiſh the 
amount of the fees. However, upon the principle he had tated, 
namely, their tending to facilitate the very important obje& of 


general inclofure, he would fupport the reſolu:ions, taking them 


generally, not however deeming that they might not be amended 

with good effect, and at the ſame time on the ground of their adop- 

tion being eonſidered as a previous. ſtep to further meaſures on the 

ſubject, and above all, to ſhew the country that Parliament were 
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determined to do every thing in its power to ameliorate the genetal 
condition of the people. He ſhould then treſpaſs no longer on 
their Lordſhips; but would crave the indulgence of the . 
that he might be permitted to reply, did the obſervations of any 
noble Lord render ſuch a proceeding on his part neceſſary. 

Lord CARRINGTON declared, that he highly approved of 
the arguments of the noble Duke, and rejoĩced to find that the 
Houſe of Commons had turned their attention to a ſubject of ſuch 
immediate importance to the whole kingdom. The reſolutions in 
queſtion he conſidered as wiſely drawn, and well calculated to be 
productive of conſequences extremely beneticial and advantageous 
to the country and its beſt intereſts. He did not mean to trouble 
their Lordſhips by going into detail at ay length on a ſubject which 
had been ſo ably treated by the noble Duke ; he would, therefore, 
content himſelf with reading the reſolutions reſpecting incloſures in 
general, voted unanimouſly by the Grand Jury of York at the Jait 
aſſizes, which ſerved much more forcibly to expreſs his ſentiments 
on the ſubject than any words he could ſelect for himſelf. 


« York, March 15, 1800, 


c We, the Grand Jury of the county of York, impreſſed with a 
conviction, that at this crifis it is the duty of all, not only indivi- 
dually but colleRively, to ſtand forward in the cauſe of their coun- 
try, think it becoming to offer our ſenti ments to the public in the 
following reſolutions : 

« Reſolved, That it is melancholy to abfiree that corn has riſcn 
twice within the laſt five years, not only to double its uſual price, 

| but to double the price that, in the opinion of the Legiſla- 
ture, it ought to bear, fince there is a law to allow the importation 
of wheat from foreign countries, with the trifling duty of 6d. per 
quarter, whenever it riſes above the price of 5 28. per quarter. 

That, although two ſevere viſitations, ſucceeding each other 
very rapidly and recently, may ſeem to account for the preſent defi- 
ciency of corn, yet that a deeper inveſtigation of the ſubject will 
bring conviction, that even the preſent ſcarcity is more truly attri- 
butable to a general deficiency of the annual produce of the country, 
as compared with its conſumption, and that, in proceſs of time, the 
evil is likely to become worſe and worſe. 

That the produce of grain in this country falling ſhort of the 
conſumption, muſt be more ſtrikingly evident if we attend to the 
importation of corn in any given number of years laſt paſt, and 
particularly of the years 1794 1795, and 1796, 198 by the 
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report of the Committee of Waſte Lands, amounted in value to 
about eight millions ſterling. 

« That it having been ſtated by the Privy Council, ſo long ago 
as the year 1790, that the value of corn imported, on an average 
of eighteen years preceding, was not even one eighth of what it 
appears to have been ſince, in the years 1794, 1795, and 1796, 
is a proof that we are in a ſtate of increaſing demand upon other 
countries; and that to expect ſo great a deficiency as has been ſtated 
in the foregoing reſolution to be conſtantly ſupplied from foreigh 
countries ; muſt be deluſive, if we conſider that it is generally be- 
lieved that, in a common year, the produce of corn in Europe is 
very little, if any thing, more than equal to the conſumption of 
its inhabitants, and that in any ſcarcity recourſe muſt be had to 
America ; and that fince the year 1790 it has been proved by ex- 
perienee that America has not, in any one year, furniſhed much 
more corn and flour than was ſufficient for ſeven days conſumption 
of this country. 


That this country being in ſuch a ſtate of inability to provide, 


by its annual produce, grain for the annual conſumption of its inha- 


bitants, and having ſo ſcanty and precarious a reſource in foreign 
countries, it becomes a matter of - moſt imperious neceſſity to con- 
ſider its future amelioration in this important reſpect. 

« That it appeared from the report of the Committee of Waſte 
Lands, that there remained in England, in common, waſte, and un- 
cultivated, the immenſe quantity of 7,800,000 acres. 

That, without aſſerting or imagining that all theſe are convertible, 
into a more productive ſtate, it is evident, that in attention to this 
mine lie the only true, permanent, effectual and wiſe means of re- 
dreſſing our preſent, or ſecuring againſt future wants, and of obviat- 
ing the neceſſity of a precarious dependence upon foreign aſſiſtance. 

That this country, happily poſſeſſing within itſelf the means 
of its own ſalvation, it ſeems a matter of clear, urgent and neceſ- 


ſary policy to call them into effect; and it is hoped that the wiſdom - 
of the Legiſlature will take into its ſerious 'confideration the fram- 


ing of ſuch laws and regulations as may beſt promote the immediate 
bringing into the beſt cultivation all ſuch parts as may be capable 


of it, of the great tracts of land that are now lying in the ſtate above 
referred to. 


That it ſeems a very well founded opinion, that was given by 


the perſons appointed to examine into and report upon the general 


ſate of agriculture in this country, when they almoſt unanimouſly 
and uniformly declared, that the want of a fair and permanent com- 


penſation to the proprietors, in lieu of tythes in kind, is one of the 
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greateſt obſtacles, not only to incloſure, but to the due improvement 
of agriculture. 

That, amongſt other means which will doubtleſs occur, upon 
a due inveſtigation of the ſubject, it will be uſeful to facilitate in. 
cloſure by leſſening its expences ; not merely by reducing certain 
fees that have been talked of, but by moderating the charges of (vii- 
citors, commillioners, and public meetings; by removing obſtacles 
between party and party, (of which fair and adequate commutation 
for tythes is a principal); and by giving encouragement to the mere 
ſpiriced management of land, and to agriculture in general that re- 
ſpectabĩlity and importance in the ſcale of the public conlideration 
that it ſo pre-eminently deſerves. 
(Signed) « GEORGE ARMYTAGE, Bart. Foreman, 

and his Brother Jurors, 


His Lordſhip ſaid, it was evident from the reſolutions he had 
read, that this country contained within itfelf the means of preſerv- 
ation againſt future want or ſcarcity ; and that it was to our re- 
proach that we had not exerted thoſe means in due time, to prevent 
the dearth of provifions that we had lately ſuſtained. It was, how- 
ever, no inconſiderable ſatisfaction, to know from indiſputable au- 
thority, that, if the wretched commons and waſte tracks producing 
only a ſcanty and wretched herbage, feeding none but wretched 
animals, and, he believed he ſhould not go too far if he ſaid, inha- 
bited only by wretched beings, were inclofed, and by due cultiva- 
tion converted into either productive arable or paſture lands, ve 
might bid defiance to future want, and be placed beyond the poſſi- 
ble reach of famine. Upon theſe grounds he hoped the reſolutions 
would be adopted, and followed up by a bill or bills calculated to 
give them full effect. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR left the woolfack, and faid, he 
by no means intended to oppoſe the reſolutions, but merely to offer 
ſuch ſuggeſtions as preſented themſelves to his mind on the ſubjctt. 
In the firſt place, he very much doubted whether any regulations 
adopted by the Legiſlature could ſerve to promote the cultivation 
and improvement of waſte lands and commons. He rather be- 
lie ved, that incloſures in general muſt depend upon the ſpirit, the 
activity, and the ability of private individuals, who felt it their in- 
tereſt to ſet about incloſing, and apply to Parliament for bills of 
incloſure. It was undoubtedly wiſe and right that the individual 
who riſked the expence and trouble of ineloſing ſhould ſhare with 
the publie in the profits of ſo doing. One thing he had the ſatisfac- 
tion to inform the Houſe, of which they might not be aware of, vis. 
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that in the preſent ſeſſion there had been a very conſiderable increaſe 
of incloſure bills. A hundred and ten petitions had, he believed, 


deen preſented ; above a hundred bills of incloſure had already 
paſſed in conſequence, and ſeveral were yet pending. With regard to 


the wording of the firſt general reſolution, an inaccuracy of expreſſion 
had eſcaped, and called for correction: it ſtated, as words of general 
deſcription of waſte and unproductive lands, Common arable fields, 
meadows, and common paſture in this kingdom ;” whereas eommen 
þuſture was not correctly a deſcription of common land, but of a 
right over land ; and therefore the term was inaccurate. In 
reſpe& to the admiſſion of affidavits in the ſecond reſolution, it might 
poſſibly be praQicable as to notices, but not ſo with regard to con- 
ſents, and ſtill leſs with relation to the allegations of the bills of 
ineloſure. His Lordſhip ſtated the ground of difficulty that pre- 
ſented itſelf to his mind againſt admitting affidavits authenticated 
by one or more magiſtrates in caſes of conſent, and the allegations 
of bills ; and ſaid, that imprudent magiſtrates might incautioufly 
admit perſons, unknown to them, to make very raſh and improper 
affidavits. He mentioned the caſe of an affidavit ſworn by ene 
Thompſon, a baker, as to a female whom he had married becauſe 


ſhe had ſome fortune. His affidavit depoſed that ſhe was an adult 


and of full age ; and the licenſe to marry was granted in conſequence 
of that afhdavit : but he muſt ſay, the proceeding on the part of the 
clergyman who performed the ceremony was moſt groſs and ſcandal- 
ous, as the girl was not only no more than fourteen years of age, 
but one of a very childiſh countenance for thoſe years, ſo much ſo as 
to preclude all idea of impoſition in that reſpect. Upon thoſe grounds 
he conceived that the offender who had married the girl might be 
indicted for perjury in making ſuch an affidavit ; and more fo, as 
te had known a cauſe nearly ſimilar where a convidtion had taken 
place, However, upon inquiry, this was found to be a bad convic- 
tion ; and the Attorney General, being applied to on the occaſion, 
thought an indiQtment for perjury would not lie; ſo they were con- 
ſtrained to profecute the culprit for a cheat, in obtaining the fortune 
of the girl under falſe pretences, which was evidently done through 
the medium of perjury. His Lordfhip continued to obſerve upon 
the reſolutions in detail, and to point out the modes in which 
amendments could be introduced with good effect. As to a general 
law, if ſuch a canon of law of ineloſure could be deviſed, compriſ- 
ing all ſuch provifions as by experience have been found neceſſary 
in moſt bills of incloſure, it would certainly have its uſe ; but he 
feared it would be found impracticable: and indeed, as in the-cafe 


. 
mop — 
— 
2 


of the general highway aQ, which had not in the leaſt tended to 


— 
— — — — 
— — 

T * 3 - 


mT 2. 
2 


—— — — 
„ 


23 


— 
a> „„ „„ —U—ᷣ 
7 4 pd 2 =, C 

- % \ 


AE. 


— 
K II 


= PARLIAMENTARY [Loxpy, 


ſhorten private highway bills: ſo, in this caſe, ageneral canan of inclo. 
ſure law might fail of its expected object, and not in the leaſt have 
the effect of ſhortening future private bills of incloſure. The fourth 
reſolution ſtated, ** that it may be expedient that provifion ſhould 
be made in ſuch general law for taxing the charges of the ſolicitor,” 
Though he had little doubt that in ſome caſes the charges brought 
in by ſolicitors of bills of ineloſure were enormous, hedaw not how 
they could be taxed. Solicitors bills for buſineſs done in the Court 
of Chancery were taxable, and reducible to certain ſettled charges; 
but the caſe was otherwiſe with ſolicitors of bills in Parliament, 
who could only be checked if they made exorbitant demands by 
letting the matter go to an action, and calling upon a jury to allow 
what they deemed reaſonable prices. As little did he ſee, his Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, how the conduQ of the commiſſioners could be regulated, 
In both caſes, the applicant for a bill of ineloſure muſt act as warily 
as he could ; but when he had-exerted his beſt judgment, he might 
find his expences, and the delay in carrying his bill of incloſure 
into effect, much greater than he expected. With regard to the 
laſt reſolution, if bills for ſmall incloſures were actually and bing 
fide ſingle bills, they would pay fees only as ſingle bills; but if they 
embraced more than one object, were complicated, and occaſioned : 
much time and trouble, they ought in juſtice to pay fees accordingly, 
His Lordſhip ſtated, that the bill of laſt ſeſſion was rejected be- 
cauſe it was looſely and vaguely drawn, and conſidered adjoining 


lands to common and waſte in the view of mere admeaſurement ' 


and arithmetical extent, without the leaſt regard to the different 
titles and rights of the owners. 
thoſe obſervations as hoſtile to the reſolutions, which he meant not 
to oppoſe ; but he thougnt it neceſſary to ſuggeſt them for the con- 
ſideration of the noble Duke and others. | 

The Duke of BEDFORD, in explanation, obſerved, that he 
had no objeQion to the reſolutions being amended in ſuch way as, 
upon ſerious conſideration, might be thought proper; but he hoped 
their Lordſhips would, as ſpecdily as poſſible, do ſomething in the 
buſineſs, were it only to evince their diſpoſition upon the occaſion. 
With regard to the attendant expences upon the bills in queſtion, to 
his own perſonal knowledge many individuals had been deterred 
from embarking in ſuch projects by that conſideration. He ſhould 
turh the matter farther in his mind, and ſhould have no heſitation 
in altering the reſolutions ſo as to render them more clear, intelli- 
gible, and efficacious. In this view he thought it beſt to poſtpone 
the farther conſideration of the ſubjeR till Monday ; (which meeting 


His Lordſhip ſaid, he did not ſtate 
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the general concurrence of their Lordſhips, was ordered accord- 

| ingl 
\ mn HOLLAND—< My Lord, I came down for the expreſs 
rpoſe of moving for two deſeriptions of papers; but not ſeeing 
the noble Lord (Grenville) in his place from whom J ſhould be 
moſt inclined to expect any oppoſition, I ſhall not incur the impu- 
tation of taking the Houſe by ſurpriſe, but defer my motion until 
ſome day when I may have the advantage of his preſence. I think 
it right, however, to appriſe the Houſe, that the papers to which I 
allude are, A Copy of the inſtructions given to the Commander in 
Chief of our fleet in the Mediterranean, relative to the breach of 
the conventian entered into between Sir Sidney Smith and the 
French in Egypt ; and, ſecondly, An Account of the money fur- 
niſhed by this country in foreign ſubſidies ſince the firſt of January 


{ 1800. There is alſo a third ſubje& on which I mean to trouble 
your Lordſhips ; which is, to give notice that I ſhall move, on an 
; early day, that the Houſe be ſummoned to conſider on the propriety 
; of petitioning His Majeſty not to prorogue the Parliament during 
F the preſent awful and eventful criſis. I am aware that to this mo- 
tion may be objected, the length of the ſeſſion, the lateneſs of the 
- ſeaſon, and the great inconvenience to individuals ; but I have the 
i ſatisfaction of thinking that there is not a noble Lord in this Houſe 
: to whom the ſucceſs of my motion would produce more perſonal 
WH inconvenience than myſelf.” His Lordſhip then concluded with 
, fixing Wedneſday next for his motion ; on which day the Houfe 
l | was ordered to be ſummoned. 

Ot — | — — 
v * 

; HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

e 

: Thurſday, July 3. 

* Mr. HOBHOUSE roſe to ſtate, that he held a petition in his 
* hand, from William Scott, Eſquire, of Wimpſon, in the county of 
to Southampton, taking notice of the bill for better preſervation of 
ol timber in the New Foreſt in the county of Southampton, and for 
1d aſcertaining the boundaries of the ſaid foreſt, and of the lands of the 
on Crown within the ſame ; and ſetting forth, that the ſaid bill mate- 


li- rally affeQs his intereſts, and thoſe of divers other perſons who 
ne have rights and privileges in the faid foreſt, many of whom, the 
ng petitioner believes, would have defired to have been heard againſt 
the ſaid bill, had they had knowledge of its 2 before the Houſe ; : 
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and that the petitioner had no knowledge of it till the 3oth day of 
June now laſt paſt ; and that the ſaid bill is founded upon fads not 
proved; that its proviſions are unneceſſary, and many of them de. 
tyimental to individuals, and of moſt dangerous and alarming conſe. 
quence ; and therefore praying, that he may have time granted him 
to ſupport his petition by witnefſes, and to be heard by himſelf or 
counſel at the Bar of the Houſe. Mr. Hobhouſe ſtated the concern the 
petitioner felt, that the petition which was yeſterday intended to be 
preſented, but was afterwards withdrawn, ſhould be confidered a; 
containing an; improper or diſreſpeful expreſſions ; and that the 
preſent petition avoided every thing that might be liable to ſuch a 


conſtruction. He faid, that the language objected to in the laſt 


petition, was no more than a quotation of the ſentiments delivered 
by an eminent Law Lord in another place, and applied to anther 


bill; and therefore Mr. Scott had not conceived it to be offenſive, 


He (Mr. S.) was, however, now. ſenſible that it was liable to the 
interpretation which the Houſe had put upon it. 

Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, that ſuppoſing the Houſe to arcept of the 
excuſe now offered as ſufficient ; yet he did not ſee how, conſiſtent 
with the forms of the Houſe, the petition to be heard by couniel 
againſt the bill could now be granted. 

Mr. DOUGLAS expreſſed a wiſh to hear the petition read, 

This being done by Mr. Hobhouſ@in his place, 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL objected to the petition being 
received. He obſerved that it contained no ſpecific grievance, nor 
ſhewed how the bill would injure the petitioner's intereſt. He alſo 
believed, that none who had right of common objected to the bill, 
excepting the petitioner, and he knew there were many of them who 
wiſhed the bill to paſs. 

Mr. ROSE denied that the bill before the Houſe could be ſaid 
to take the petitioner by ſurpriſe. It had been depending in the 
Houſe twice as long as any private bill ; there had been many inti- 
mations in the newſpapers of the various ſtages of its progrels 
through the Houſe ; beſides which, it had been pretty generally cir- 
culated amongſt perſons who had-any conſiderable property in the 
neighbourhood of the New Foreſt, nor could he ſee how the bill could 
be injurious to the rights of any individual. On theſe grounds he 


| ſhould object to the bringing, up of the petition, the object of 


which ſcemed to be to delay the bill's paſſing through the Houſe. 
Mr. SPEAKER obſerved, that when a petitioner ſtated, in ge- 

neral terms, that his intereſt would be affeQed by a bill, it was not 

uſual for him to enter into a ſpecification of grievances .; nor, for 
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want of ſo doing, was it uſual for the Houſe to 1 to ſuffer a pe- 
tition to be preſented. | 

The queſtion being put, it was then carried that the petition, 
ſhould be brought up; which being accordingly done, and read by 
the clerk at the table, 

Mr. HOBHOUSE moved, that the petition lie on the table, - 
and that the petitioner be heard by himſelf or counſel againſt the 
bill on the third reading. 

Mr. ROSE objected to the p etitioner's being heard by counſel 
againſt the bill, on the ſame grounds as had led him to obje I to the 
bringing up of the petition ; he then moved, as an amendment, to 
leave out that part of the motion which propoſed to allow the pay 
tioner to be heard by Counſel againſt the bill, 

This brought on a long deſultory converſation, in which Mr, 
RoskE's amendment was ſupported by Meſſrs. WirBerrorce, 
STURGES, the ATTORNEY GENERAL, Colonel EL FORD, Mr. 
PrRCIVAL, Mr. ELrtison, Mr. DoucLias, Mr. Simton, and 
Mr. VoxkE; and was oppoſed by Meſſrs. HokHousk, Jones, 
Sir F. Bux DET T Jones, Mr. Nichols, and Mr. MarTiN.— 
The queſtion was then put on the amendment, Ayes, 36; Noes, 1 2. 

On the motion for the ſecond reading of the bill to empower 
Their Majeſties to diſpoſe, by will, of their real and perſonal pro- 
perty, 

Mr. SUTTON 1 a hope FRA the honourable member 
oppoſite to him (Mr. Nicholls) would withdraw his oppoſition to 
the bill, as he had the authority of his Royal Highneſs the Prince 
of Wales to ſay, that, fo far as his intereſt was concerned, he moſt 
readily acquieſced in it. 

Mr. NICHOLLS faid, that notwichfianding what had fallen 
from the learned gentleman, he felt it his duty to oppoſe this bill. 
There was no doubt but that His Majeſty might in his lifetime 
diſpoſe of his perſonal property, but he conceived that he had no 
more right to diſpoſe of it by will, than he had to diſpoſe of his 
Crown, The learned gentleman who brought in the bill had 
founded a contrary opinion upon the -1 6th. of Richard II. With the 
greateſt deference to the opinion of that gentleman, he ſhould contend 
that this parliamentary declaration could not be entitled a ſtatute, be- 
cauſe it did not appear to have had the ſanction of the three branches 
of the Legiſlature. It certainly was to be found upon the parlia- 
mentary roll, but it was not upon the ſtatute roll. Mr: Nicholls then 
proceeded to quote the opinion of Lord Coke, and read ſome paſſages 
from the trial of Lord Macclesfield, to ſhew the difference between 
che Tarliament and-the Statute Roli. It appeared to him there- 
11 2 
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a that the 16th of Richard IT. was only an ordinance, and not a 
ſtatute, becauſe it had not the royal affent ; and Lord Coke had diſ- 
tinctly ſtated, that an ordinance had not the force of a ſtatute, — 
He then cited a variety of caſes, in which Kings of England had 
made wills, notwithſtanding which their ſueceſſors took their per- 
ſonal property, In giving the Sovereign this power of diſpoſal 
over his perſonal property, it ſhould be recollected, that the perſonal 
property of a King might be conſidered as going to a very great ex- 
tent ; if jewels were conſidered as perſpnal property, why not money 
in the Exchequer, ſhips, naval and military ſtores, &c. ? in ſhort, 
it would be very difficult to aſcertain what was perſonal property. 
In the reign of Queen Anne the opinion of eight lawyers was 
taken with reſpect to the power of Her Majeſty to diſpoſe of her 
jewels, and their opinion was that ſhe could not. This bill had 
been called a declaratory bill; but he contended that it would de- 
clare that to be law which was not at preſent the law of the land ; 
if, on the other hand, its object was to create a new law, it would be 
extremely unjuſt to His Majeſty's ſueceſſors, whoever they might be. 
The conſent of the Prince of Wales was certainly ſufficient as far 
as his rights were concerned, but it could not affect the rights of 
other perſons. He would not now enter into a conſideration of the 
policy of this bill, becauſe lie truſted the Attorney General would 
feel that he could not ſupport it as a declaratory law ; and if it was 
meant as a new law, the Houſe muſt feel that it was of a nature 
much too important to be brought forward at ſo late a period of the 
ſeſſion. It might be ſaid, that it was very hard that His Majeſty 
had not the ſame right as any of his ſubjects; but the anſwer was 
ſhort, that he was not a ſubject, and conſequently, from his 
ſiituation, did not want any ſuch right. He could not want it for 
the purpoſe of making a proviſion for the Queen, or any of his 
children, becauſe they were provided for by Parliament ; and, with- 
out ſome very ſtrong reaſon, it appeared to him unwiſe to make ſo 
great a change as this bill moſt undoubtedly would make. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, that nothing which had 
fallen from the honourable gentleman had in the leaft altered his 
opinion. of the bill. He admitted, that this was a ſubject upon 
which much doubt and difficulty exiſted; and it was for that 
reaſon he thovght there ſhould be a parliamentary declaration upon 
the ſubject. The honourable gentleman had at ſome length con- 
tended, that the 16th of Richard II. was not entitled to the force 
of a ſtatute, and that it was upon that declaration or ordinance alone 
that he (the Attorney General) had the right of diſpoſing of his per- 
ſonal property. The honourable gentleman was incorrect in ſup- 
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poſing that he had ſtated that that right originated in the 16th of 
Richard II.: he had ſaid no ſuch thing; he had merely quoted the 
16th of Richard IT. as a parliamentary recognition of that right. 
He would not now enter into a conſideration of the queſtion, whe- 
ther the 16th Richard II. was or was not ſtrictly a ſtatute ; but he 
contended that the King had, by common law, a power of diſpoſing 
of his property, though the extent of that right was not preciſely aſ- 
certained. He could not be ſuppoſed to ſay that that right was 
founded in the 16th of Richard II. becauſe it was exerciſed by his 
grandfather Edward III. The Attorney General then proceeded 
to ſtate a great number of inſtances, in which Kings of England, 
from the earlieſt periods, had diſpoſed of their perſonal property by 
will. From all theſe caſes it was clear, that this was a right which 
had been conſtantly exerciſed and ſubmitted to, though he was will- 
ing to admit that there was ſome difficulty and obſcurity upon the 
ſubject. It had been ſaid that this bill would enable His Majeſty to 
diſpoſe of money in the Exchequer, &c. ; but it ſhould be recol- 
lected that the King had only the diſpoſal of his privy purſe ; for 
almoſt every other branch of the public revenue was appropriated ; 
and, therefore, His Majeſty's fituation was extremely different from 


thoſe Kings in the early period of our hiſtory, whoſe caſes had been 


alluded to. His Majeſty had made ſome purchaſes, very ſmall in 
their extent; but he had occaſion, from his profeſſional ſituation, to 
know that there were many little vexatious circumſtances which 
His Majeſty had to encounter, merely from the difficulties exiſting 
upon this ſubjet. An inſtance occurred at the deceaſe of the 
Princeſs Amelia, who had acquired ſome property after ſhe had 


made her will; and though His Majeſty was diſpoſed to let that part 


of the property paſs under the will, he was not able to do it. It 
appeared to him extremely hard that His Majeſty ſhould be pre- 
vented from making a proviſion for an affectionate child, or remu- 
nerating a faithful ſervant; a right which the meaneſt of his ſubjeQs 
poſſeſſed. His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales had acted in 
this inſtance as he always would, and had given his conſent. Un- 
der theſe circumſtances he hoped the bill would not be oppoſed ; and 
if any alteration was neceſſary, it might be made in the Committee. 

Mr. ROSE faid, the honourable gentleman (Mr. Nicholls) was 
incorrect in ſuppoſing that it was neceſſary to appear upon the Par- 


, liament Roll, that the aſſent of the three branches of the Legiſlature 


had been given to a bill; and mentioned an inſtance, in which a 
bill had originated in the Lords, and it was only ſtated on the roll 
that the King and the Commons had conſented to it. 
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The bill was then read a ſecond time, and ordered to be com. 
mitted. 


Friday, July 8. 


The Monaſtic Inſtitutions bill was read a third time and paſſed. 

Colonel GAsCoyNE- brought up a bill to explain and amend the 
Workmen's Combination act, which was read a firſt, and ordered 
to be read a ſecond time on Monday. 

On the motion of Mr. Secretary Dux DAs, the Houſe reſolved 
itſelf into a Committee to conſider of effectual means for preventing 
depredations on the river Thames and its vicinity. He tated ſhortly 
the expected advantages of the plan of police which it was intended 
to render permanent, for regulating the trade, &c. carried on, on 
the river Thames. The depredations committed on this river were 
ſo numerous, and the conſequent injury to trade ſo great, that the 
merchants had entered into an aſſociation with a view of checking 
the evil: but though much good had reſulted from that ſpirited mea- 
ſure; it was found that no adequate protection could be given to 
© trade, without eſtabliſhing a permanent police for the purpoſe of 
reſtraining and puniſhing perſons guilty of that crime. It was his 
wiſh that the conſolidated fund ſhould be charged with the expence 
of the police ſought to be eſtabliſhed ; and he did not doubt but the 
ſaving to the revenue, ſo certain to accrue from the regulations to 
be adopted, would be very conſiderable. Perhaps the annual ſaving 
in this way would amount to 30,0001. The meditated regulations 
would particularly ſettle the future government of the bum boats 
and all other craft uſed in loading and unloading. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman concluded with moving two reſolutions, in con- 
formity with the-plan propoſed in his ſpeech ; which were agreed 
to, and the repott ordered to be received on Monday. 

Mr. JONES faid, that had he ſeen the right honourable Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer in his place yeſterday, he would have 
moved for certain documents relative to the convention between the 
French and Ottoman troops in Egypt. He now roſe to move for 
a copy of the inſtructions given to the Commander in Chief of His 
Majeſty's fleet in the Mediterranean, for breaking the convention 
entered into between Sir Sidney Smith, the French General, and 
the Commander of the Ottoman army, for the evacuation of Egypt 
by the French. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ablerres; that it was uſual to give ſome 
days previous notice of motions claiming fo great importance as 
that which had juſt been made by the honourable gentleman. He 
therefore truſted that the motion would not be proſſed that evening. 
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But there was a material objection to the motion on another ground, 
namely, that it deſeribed the paper ſought for to be a copy of the 
inſtructions given for breaking the convention. This was at ore 
aſſuming as a fact what it muſt partly be the object of the motion 
to aſcertain. . 

Mr. JONES now withdrew his motion, and gave notice he 
would bring it forward in another form on Tueſday next. 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR moved the order of the day for 
the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of Supply; which 
being read, the Secretary at War moved, That the eſtimate 
which had been laid before the Houſe, of the expence of providing 
an aſylum for the orphans of ſoldiers, be referred to the ſaid Com- 
mittee ;** which was ordered. 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Supply. 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR roſe to ſubmit to the confider- 
ation of the Committee the propriety of eſtabliſhing an aſylum for 
the reception of the orphans of ſoldiers. He was very ſure that the 
good ſenſe and humanity of the Houſe would not render it neceſſary 
for him to ſay much upon this ſubject. To provide for deſtitute 
orphans was at all times a deſirable objed; but the orphans of 
ſoldiers had a ſtill ſtronger claim upon the bounty of the nation. 
Soldiers had not the ſame means of providing for their families 
that ſailors had, who were provided for on board of ſhip, and who 
could therefore better make a proviſion for their families. The 
application which he was now making for the aſſiſtance of Parlia- 
ment, was not for the permanent maintenance of this inftitution, 
but merely for the purpoſe of ſetting it on foot; he entertained great 
hopes that its permanent ſupport would be effected by voluntary con- 
tributions. The number which he ſnould propoſe in the firſt in- 
ſtance to be admitted on this inſtitution, would be 500, viz. 250 
of each ſex, none of whom were to continue in it longer than the 
age of fourteen. He ſhould alſo propoſe, that at the age of twelve 
the boys ſhould have the choice whether they would enter the army 
or prefer another mode of life, and that their education for the 
other two years, viz. till they were fourteen, ſhould be governed by 
their choice, He did not mean, however, that they ſhould be 
finally bound by the choice they ſhould make at twelve; but that 
it at the age of fourteen they till perſiſted in their intention of enter- 
ing the army, they ſhould be then enrolled. With reſpect to the 
expence of attending this eſtabliſhment, undoubtedly every regard 
would be had to economy ; and he believed he might ſtate, with 


ſome degree of accuracy, that in ordinary times, viz. when provi- 


lions were not ſo high as they unfortunately were at preſent, the 
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expence would not exceed the rate of 151. per head. He had alſo 
the pleaſure to inform the Committee, that a place had been found 
for the erection of this building, in the higheſt degree commodious; 
— it was at Chelſea, which was a proper diſtance from London to 
enable thoſe who would have the inſpection of this eſtabliſhment to 
watch over it conſtantly. It alſo appeared to him to have an ad- 
vantage in being in the vicinity of another inſtitution of a ſimilar 
nature, by which it might be faid that both ends of a ſoldier's 
lite would meet—in the one they would find an aſylum in their 
infancy, and in the other a retreat in their old age. As to the 
building which was to be erected for this inſtitution, it would not 
be upon an expenſive ſcale. He could not, however, avoid ob- 
ſerving, that in the edifices which had been erected for public pur- 
poſes, this ſyſtem of economy had in his opinion been puſhed much 
too far. Buildings erected for national purpoſes, and which were 
to laft for ages, ought to afford ſpecimens of the talents of the coun- 
try. Thoſe perſons who wiſhed to exclude every other conſider- 
ation but that of mere utility, would do no ſervice to the country ; 
for they would depreſs the fine arts, and in a great degree the me- 
chanical ones. The building however of which he was now 
ſpeaking, would not deviate from that ſyſtem of plainneſs and eco- 
nomy which had hitherto been adopted, and which made many of 
our public edifices more like barracks than any thing elfe. He 
would not at preſent treſpaſs further upon the time of the Com- 
mittee than to move, That a ſum be granted not exceeding 
25,0001. for the purpoſe of erecting an aſylum for the orphans of 
ſoldiers.” 

Mr. HUSSEY ſaid, it was not his intention to oppoſe the mo- 
tion; but he wiſhed to make one obſervation with reſpe& to the 
place which had been ſelected. He did not ſee any advantage that 
would reſult from having it ſo near London: proviſions were not 
cheaper, nor would the morals of the children be improved by it. 
He thought the neighbourhood of Portſmouth. or Plymouth would 
be much moro eligible. 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR replied, that one great advan- 
tage of having it ſo near London would be, to place it more under 
the controul of thoſe who would have the inſpection of the inftitu- 
tion ; and, with reſpe& to the morals of the children, he'was not 
aware that they would be in leſs danger in the vicinity of Portſ- 
mouth or Plymouth, than in that of London. 

General TARLETON approved of the meaſure, and was glad 
that ſome proviſions were to be made for thoſe who were fighting for 
their country, and who were certainly expoſed to © the pelting of the 
pitileſs ſtorm.” 
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The reſolution was then agreed to, and the report ordered to be 
received on Mondav. 

Sir F. B. JONES preſented a third petition from W. Scott, 
Eſq. againſt the New Foreſt bill, couched in the following terms: 


To the Hinourable the Hauſe of Commans, the humble Petition of Mil. 
liam Scott, Eſq. if Wimpſon, in the county of Southampton, 


«© HUMBLY SHEWETH, 

«© That there is a bill now before this honourable Houſe, inti- 
tuled a bill“ For the better preſervation of timber in the New 
Foreſt, in the county of Southampton ; and for aſcertaining the 
boundaries of the ſaid foreſt, and for the lands of the Crown within 
the ſame.” — That your petitioner has a landed eſtate in the ſaid 
county of Southampton : That by virtue of ſuch eſtate he has a 
valuable right or common in the ſaid foreſt : That ſuch right is 
materially affected by the bill aforeſaid, and will in a great mea- 
ſure be deſtroyed if the ſaid bill ſhall paſs into a law. And your 
petitioner humbly ſheweth, that he is now in attendance, and de- 
fires, with the permiſſion of this honourable Houſe, to be heard 
immediately at the Bar againſt the ſaid bill, — That your petitioner 
will be deprived of ſuch right without any equivalent or compen- 
ſation : And your petitioner humbly requeſts to be ſo heard.” 


Lord HAWKESBURY thought, as the preſent petition parti- 
eulariſed the mode in which the petitioner conceived the bill would 
operate to his injury, it ought to be received ; but as a buſineſs of 
very conliderable importance ſtood for diſcuſſion that evening, he 
thought that the hearing of the petitioner's counſel ſhould be defer- 
red to Monday, for which purpoſe he would move that the third 
reading of the bill ſhould be poſtponed to that day. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE obſerved, that, after the part he had taken 
laſt night, it would be proper for him to ſay a few words. He 
had ſtated to the Houſe, when the gentlemen on the other ſide had 
offered to grant the petitioner leave to appear by himſelf or counſel 
at the Bar this evening, that the propoſal would be of no uſe, as 
evidence could not be brought forward by that time. Since, how- 
ever, it appeared that the petitioner was willing to cloſe with that 
propoſal, and to ſhew that his right of common, the poſſeſſion of 
which the Houſe was ready to concede to him without hearing evi- 
dence, would be affected by the bill, he thought that the prayer of 
the petition could not be reſiſted. | 

After ſome obſervations by Mr. W1LBERFORCE and Mr. 
Ros E, the petition was ordered to lie on the table, and the peti- 
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titioner * heard by himſelf or counſel on the third reading of 
the bill. 

A Gmilar petition from the Ducheſs of Bolton was diſpoſed of 
in the ſame manner. 

Colonel LOW THER, in order to afford the Ducheſs time to 
bring witneſſes before the Houſe, moved that the third reading of 
the bill ſhould be poſtponed to Tueſday. This amendment gave 
riſe to a deſultory converſation of ſome length. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL ſaid, he could ſee no reaſon 
for ſuch delay. The Ducheſs of Bolton, he was ſure, had miſcon- 
ceived the nature of the bill. He was perfectly well acquainted 
with her rights, from the report of the Committee on the State of 
the Crown Lands ; and he would take upon himſelf to ſay that 
they would not be in the remoteſt degree affeted. They were cx- 
aQly of the ſame nature with thoſe of Prince William and Princeſs 
Sophia of Glouceſter ; and both of theſe illuſtrious perſonages had 
given their unqualified aſſent to the bill. 

Mr. GOWER -LANGTON propoſed as a certain way to re- 
move all difficulties, that a proviſo ſhould be inſerted to protect unin- 
jured all the rights of her Grace the Ducheſs of Bolton. 

Mr. W. DUN DAS faid, that this noble perſonage ſhould 
ſooner have laid in her claims, as fhe had ſufficient notice. At 
this rate, ſome ane elſe might come in on Jueſday and call for de- 
lay with equal propriety. 

Mr. PIERREPONT thought that it would be ungallant in 
the Houſe to refuſe the delay which was requeſted on the part of 
the Ducheſs. 

Mr. ROSE faid, that, out of doors, the laws of gallantry were 
omnipotent ; but in that Houſe they muſt ſacrifice politeneſs to the 
good of the State. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, that he thought the honourable gentle- 
man ſeemed to have inſiſted tod much upon the lateneſs of the time 
at which this, and another petitioner alſo, had urged their claims. 
In common caſes of incloſure, notice was given that ſuch an act 
was to be ſolicited, and the conſent of each individual was aſked: 
The parties in the preſent inftance might have expected a notitica- 
tion, and alſo an application for their conſent ; for they could not 
have ſuppoſed that Parliament would make an attack upon their 
rights. It appeared from the petition, that the Ducheſs had no 
knowledge of this bill until the 3d inſtant. As to what had fallen 
from the learned gentleman (the Attorney General), he would beg 

leave to make a remark or two. He had introduced this bil}, and 

thus he was Counſel for the Crown : He had examined the claims 
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of Prince William of Glouceſter and the Princeſs Sophia, to deter- 
mine for them, whether their rights would be affeRed by the bill; 
and thus he might ſtrialy be faid to have been on the preſent occa- 
fion counfel on both ſides. This was not very uſual in the praQtice 
of the courts. The Ducheſs of Bolton's claims, the learned gen- 
tleman had afferted, were exactly of the ſame nature as thoſe of the 
two illuſtrious perſons he had mentioned. But was the Houſe, upon 
that aſſurance, to preclude the Ducheſs from bringing forward her 
own caſe? This would be to prejudge her cauſe, and to act in 
defianee of the Conſtitution, which gave to every individual a right 
of explicitly ſtating his own rights, and the injuries he had reaſon 
to apprehend in conſequence of any public parliamentary pro- 
ceeding. 

Sir F. BURDETT and Mr. SHERIDAN ſupported the motion. 

Mr. DUDLEY RYDER faid, that no perſon entertained a 
more ſincere reſpe& for the Ducheſs than himſelf; But, however 
much he might be diſpoſed to ſhew himſelf a man of gallantry out 
of doors, he had conſiderations of another kind to attend to as a 
member of Parliament. 

The amendment was carried without a diviſion. 

Lord HAWKESBURY moved the third reading of the RY 
lers bill, and faid, that in conſequence of ſome obſervations which 
had been thrown out in evidence reſpe Qing the Union Flour Mills 
at Birmingham, the perſons concerned in that undertaking were 
anxious to give ſome explanation upon the ſubject; and there was a 
perſon attending to be examined if the Houſe ſhould think proper: 
they wiſhed that this perſon ſhould be examined, in order to do 
away any unfavourable impreſſion which might have been made 
againſt their eſtabliſhment. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that the propoſition ſuggeſted by the 
noble Lord would ſoon be decided, as nothing could be more irre- 
gular than ſuch a proceeding. Had theſe . witneſſes been formally 
examined, Mr. Plumer or Mr. Adam would have had an opportu- 
nity, on the part of the petitioners againſt the bill, of croſs queſtion- 
ing them, of extracting from them ſome points which might be 
material to the petitioners, and of commenting to the Houſe upon 
their evidence ; but now the petitioners would be deprived of this 
advantage, which they are entitled to. He thought-it alſo unfair in 
the noble Lord, in the preſent ſtage, after the evidence had. been 
heard, to throw out an infinuation, which, if it does any thing, 
tends to impreſs the minds of gentlemen with the idea that the evi» 
cence now before them is not correc, 
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Mr. SPEAKER faid, that it would not be a thing entirely with- 


out precedent, though certainly it was very unuſual to call and ex. 
amine witnefles in this ſtage. A very ſtrong caſc would be requi- 
fite in order to juſtify the procecding ; ; but the noble Lord had 3 
Tight to make the motion. 

Lord HAWKESBURY ſaid, that he did not with to do any 
thing contrary to the ſenſe of the Houſe ; he only thought it was a 
taing that a regard to the credit of the Birmingham Company, 
which ſome part of the evidence went to affect, required. But he 
did not think that the caſe upon which this bill reſted could be in- 
volved, though this evidence were not produced. 

Mr. ROSE thought that the caſe ſtated by a noble Lord was as 
ſtrong as any could poſſibly be. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſpoke to order. He ſaid that there was ng 
queſtion at preſent before the Houſe, and that therefore this conver- 
ſation was irregular. He would obſerve beſides, that, allowing that 
the evidence which had been adduced proved that the Birmingham 
Union Company had not been ſucceſstul, their want of ſucceſs could 
not poſſibly affect their credit. 

The order of the day for the third reading of the bill was then 
read, and Lord HAWwKESBURY moved that this bill be now read 
a third time. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that he CTY that there were a great 
number of members of the Houſe who were petitioners for the bill, 
and that a ſtill greater number were engaged in the ſpeculation 
which the bill went to realize. In this caſe he would ſuggeſt, 
whether, according to the forms and regulations of the Houſe, they 
could vote upon this bill? In the caſe of the loan of 1797, called 
the Loyalty Loan, the law on this point was moſt ably and clearly 

laid down; and, if he recollected right, it was then ſtated that no 
gentlemen could vote on a queſtion in which his intereſt was imme- 
diately concerned. He knew that gentlemen frequently ſat in Com- 
mittees, and voted upon canal and turnpike bills in which they were 
perſonally intereſted ; but this was an exception, not the rule of the 
Houſe. Now in this caſe, by the proviſion of the bill, gentiemen 
are allowed to have 10 per cent. for their money, which is 5 per 
cent. more than the legal intereſt : if this does not imply an intereſt 
in thoſe who are engaged in the ſpeculation, he did not know what 
would conſtitute it. 

Mr. SPEAILER faid, that the ſuggeſtion of the honourable gen- 
tleman could at all events only apply to thoſe gentlemen whole 
names were mentioned in the bill; other gentlemen might be con- 
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cerned, but there was no document to eſtabliſh their intereſt. The 
caſe to which the honourable gentleman had alluded, of the loan in 
1797, ſo far as he recollected, was, that when the Houſe was in a 
Committee of Supply, it was propoſed to vote ſome remuneration to 
the ſufferers by that loan: ſome gentlemen at that time ſuggeſted to 
him a doubt how far thoſe gentlemen, who, being perſonally con- 
cerned in the loan, were of courſe immediately intereſted in the re- 
ſolution before the Committee, had the right of voting. The ſub- 
ſtance of what he ſtated in anſwer, he believed to be, that in queſ- 
tions which immediately concerned the intereſt of gentlemen, they 
ought not to vote; but when the queſtion related only to ſome part 
of a bill, or to the general tenor of a bill, which in ſome way or 
other might affect their intereſts, they were entitled to vote: and 
the inſtance by which he illuſtrated this opinion was, that gentle- 
men might vote on the general queſtion of a loan being granted to 
Government, and upon all the queſtions which might ariſe out of 
this, except that which went to fix the ſpecific intereſt to be granted . 
on the loan, though they themſelves were the loan contractors. To 
apply this principle to the preſent caſe of the bill before the Houſe 
— Upon the fingle queſtion fixing the amount of the intereſt to be 
allowed to the ſharers'of the propoſed company on their money, 
ſuch ſharers ought not to vote; but on the receiving the ſecond 
reading, or any other ſtage of the bill, or upon any other queſtion 
ariſing out of the diſcuſſion, they were entitled to vote. This was 
the opinion which he ſtill held as to the rule in ſuch caſes; there- 
fore he conceived that there could be no objection to any gentleman 
voting on the third reading, or even on the queſtion of the paſſing of 
this bill, though he might be perſonally concerned in the eitabliſh- 
ment; and their votes could only be excluded upon this ground 
ia caſe any gentleman ſhould think it proper to move, after the 
third reading, an amendment relative to the intereſt to be allowed 
on the money advanced on the eſtabliſhment. 

Mr. RYDER perfectly coincided in the opinion juſt ſtated by 
the Speaker; but he conceived that there was an eſſential difference 
between the caſe of the loan in 1797 and the preſent bill. The 


_ reſolution moved in the Committee of Supply at that time went to 


grant a certain advantage to thoſe concerned in the loan ; but in this 
caſe the advantage was perfectly contingent. This was a mere 
mercantile ſpeculation, from which no ultimate profit might ariſe ; 
and therefore, even upon the queſtion of intereſt, he thought that, in 


conformity with the principle laid down, gentlemen who had en- 
gaged in the ſpeculation might vote. 
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Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that he agreed in every point which had 
been ſtated by the Speaker; but he could by no means agree that 
the difference which the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Ryder) 
had ſtated between the certain intereſt in the caſe of the loan of 
1797, and the contingent intereſt in the preſent caſe, affected the 
general principle of immediate intereſt taking away the right of 
voting. The rule is abſolute and certain, and in caſes where a 
queſtion of intereſt is immediately to be decided, thoſe immediately 
intereſted have no right of voting. It makes no difference whether 
the advantage is great or ſmall, whether it is certain or contingent, 
The intereſt remains, and with that the diſqualification to vote.“ 
He hoped that gentlemen who intended to oppoſe this bill would 
make their oppoſition, not to the third reading of the bill, but on 
the queſtion that the bill do paſs, when he would have an opportu- 
nity of moving an amendment, which he was determined to move, 
© That the profits to be allowed on the money advanced on this 
eſtabliſhment ſhould be reduced from 10 to 5 per cent.” If the 
petitioners for the bill were really aQuated by the patriotic views 
which they profeſſed, thoſe of contributing to the public good, they 
would have no objections to being reſtrained to having the legal 
intereſt for their money. 

Mr. SPEAKER faid, that he wiſhed the Houſe and the honour- 
able gentleman to underſtand, that the opiniun which he had ſtated 
left every gentleman at liberty to vote on the third reading of the 
bill, and alſo on the queſtion that the bill do paſs. If the honour- 
able gentleman choſe to move the amendment he had mentioned, it 
would then be for the Houſe to determine whether gentlemen who 
had petitioned for the bill, and who were intereſted, had a right to 
vote. Even then the method of proceeding would be to divide the 
Houſe, to allow every gentleman to vote, and then, if the honour- 
able gentleman objected to the vote of any member being received, 
he could move the Houſe that it ſhould not be counted. At pre- 

ſent, however, this queſtion was not to be decided, and the regular 
mode was to put the queſtion of the third reading of the bill. 

This queſtion being put, 
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Mr. PLUMER ſaid, that he would leave it to the feelings of 


thoſe gentlemen who had a perſonal intereſt in the bill, to decide 
whether they would vote upon it or not ; but notwithſtanding what 
had fallen from the honourable gentleman, he found himſelf called 
upon to oppoſe the third reading of the bill, as he had done in every 
ſtage of it. The ground upon which the bill was introduced, and 
the purpoſe it was intended to ſerve, was to contribute to the ſupply 
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of the metropolis with bread, which was alleged to be affeQed by a 


ſuppoſed combination among the millers. No evidence whatever 


had been adduced of the exiſtence of this combination; and the 
learned counſel for the bill, on account of this total defect of evi- 
dence, very fairly gave up the point. But though ſuch a combina- 
tion had really exiſted, he contended that the effect of eſtabliſhing 
this company would be to increafe the evil tenfold ; becauſe then 
there would be removed from the competition of the market a great 
number of individuals, and the market would be commanded by 
one large incorporated body, who would engroſs great part of the 
trade. A right honourable gentleman near him (the Maſter of the 
Rolls), high in office under Government, had, when the Albion 
Mill Company applied for a charter, given it as his opinion, as well 
as that of the then Solicitor General (Sir Archibald M' Donald), 
that no ſuch charter ought to be granted on the very account which 

he had ſtated. He had no objeQions to gentlemen ſubſcribing and 
eſtabliſhing any manufacture which they might conceive to be for the 
intereſt of the community ; but he muſt always be adverſe to char- 
ters being granted to ſuch companies, eſpecially where a matter of 
ſo much importance was concerned as the ſupply of the metropolis 
with bread, becauſe the granting them a charter put them on a dif- 
ferent footing with other traders, gave them the advantage' over 
them, and thus eventually went to deſtroy all competition. On theſe 
grounds he muſt oppoſe the third reading of the bill. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS faid, that as he had been 
alluded to by the honourable gentleman who had juſt fat down, he 
felt himſelf called upon to ſay a few words. It was true, that when 
the Albion Mills Company applied for a charter in 1784, the 
opinion of the then Attorney and Solicitor Generals, the former of 
which offices he had the honour to hold, was taken as to the pro- 
priety of granting it. Their opinion was never formally given in 
to the Crown; but he ſignified to the agents of the company, that 
if they perſevered in their application, he would give an opinion 
adverſe to it, Upon this it was withdrawn. He now wiſhed that 
the opinion had been formally drawn out, becauſe in this caſe it 
might have been at preſent referred to, the grounds on which it 
reſted would have been ſeen, and thus there would have been no 
miſapplication of it. But he wiſhed to be underſtood, that it was 
entirely unconnected with the manner in which the trade was car- 
ried on in and about London; and that the principal objection in 
his mind to the granting of this charter was, that granting a charter 
to a company employing a vaſt capital, which might enable them 
to carry on the whole trade of the metropolis without any reſtric- 


256 PARLIAMENTARY +  [Commions, | 


tion, which was the object of the charter applied for, would be at. 
tended with extreme danger: and he ſtill thought that granting 
charters without reſtriction, for eſtabliſhments of this kind more 
particularly, would be impolitic, and productive of the worſt conſe. 
quences. As to the preſent bill, it was for the Houſe to decide, 
and he had not himſelf yet fully made up his mind upon it, wh-ther 
the reſtrictions contained in it ſo far removed the danger as to au- 
thoriſe its being paſſed. 
Mr. PLUMER explained. | 
Mr. BIDDULPH ſaid, that he for one was a ſubſcriber to the 
propoſed eſtabliſhment ; but while he fat as a member of Parlia. 
taent, no conſideration would make him ſurrender his vote as 2 
member of Parliament ; he would rather reſign his money to any 
amount. He was convinced of the great utility which this eſtabliſh. 
ment would be of to the metropolis and the country, therefore he 
would vote for the third reading of the bill. He wiſhed, however, 
the point as to the ſucceſs of the Birmingham Union Mills to be 
cleared up, and on this account to know when it would be regular 
for him to move for calling in a witneſs who was in waiting. 

Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, that the honourable gentleman might now 
move for the calling in of the witneſs. : 

Mr. BIDDULPH then moved, that this witneſs , ſhould be 
called in ; but he was not ſeconded. 

Mr. PERCIVAL ſtrongly oppoſed the bill, and particularly ob- 
jeQed to what had fallen from the honourable member who began 
this debate (Mr. Plumer), as to leaving it to the honour or fecliny 
of thoſe gentiemen who were ſubſcribers, whether they would vote 
or not. He thought they vught to vote by all means. The bo- 
nourable gentleman who had ftarted the objection ſeemed to him 
not to be aware to what an extent their doctrine led. If a queſtion 
of an additional land-tax was to come on in that Hauſe, ſhould 
every member who was liable to pay that tax be excluded from 
voting, becauſe he was intereſted? If a queſtion was agitated rea- 
tive to the funds, ſhould every Member who had an intereſt in the 
funds be made incapable of voting? This would certainly be tit 
caſe if ſo trivial an intereſt as the preſent ſhould be allowed to inca- 
pacitate from voting. As to the bill now before the Houſe, be 
viewed it as a meaſure of the moſt extreme importance to the me- 
tropolis and the country at large. He had looked at it in all it 
bearings attentively — conſidered all its provifions ; and in ever 
poſſible light in which he ſaw it, he was more and more convinced 
that the meaſure was moſt impolitic and unwiſe, and certainly à 
this time moſt unſcaſonable. No meaſure of public utility ovgit 
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to originate in times of public preſſure. Every meaſure of this 
nature ought to be proportioned to the preſſure, if there was an 
actual neceſſity for it. The only neceſſity which could be, or had 
been, urged on the preſent-occaſion, was the ſcarcity which had for 
ſome time paſt prevailed. However, it had always been uſual, on 
every occaſion when the Legiſlature had found it neceffary to make 
a law on the ſpur of any occaſion, and a regulation of this kind was 
applied for, to limit the duration of the act to the emergency of the 
occaſion which called for it. If this emergency was to be attributed 
tothe preſent ſcarcity, it was abſolutely nugatory, for it could not 
be brought to operate on the preſent evil. The great extent of the 
buildings, the magnitude of the wheels, and every part of the ma- 
chinery to be uſed in it, were ſuch, that it muſt be a year and a half, 
or two years, before they could begin to work. Our preſent ſcarcity, 
there was every reaſon to hope, would vaniſh when the next harveſt 
was reaped ; ſo tnat the ſupporters of the preſent bill were originat- 
ing a meaſure that would only begin to operate when the evil had 
ceaſed. The honourable gentlemen who ſupported the bill had 
ſhewn conſiderable adroitneſs in their mode of conduQing the buſi- 
neſs of its procedure. In ſuch a caſe as this, one would ſuppoſe that 
thoſe applying for an incorporation bill ſhould lay before the Houſe 


ſome grounds for ſuch a meaſure, and that they would ſupport theſe . 


grounds by evidence. But here is no ſuch thing; not a ſingle tittle 
of evidence is produced on their part ; but they very dexterouſly 
put it upon the millers and bakers to prove a negative; and then 
immediately tell them, We don't very well like the nature of the 
evidence you produce ; Mr. „the miller, who is a great 
monopolizer, will never bring proofs of his own monopoly.” Why 
then do not the ſupporters of the bill produce the evidence to. this 
effect, if ſuch a thing really exiſt ? The ſupporters of the bill ſay, 
they do not. mean to make any charge againſt the millers and ba- 
kers : but it is exactly the ſame thing as if they had made a direct 
charge; for ſurely the effects of the meaſure muſt be to ſay, that 
the millers and bakers get great profits. from the people. If this 
was not the caſe, it would ſeem as if they thought there was a defi- 
ciency of mills to grind the neceſſary quantities of corn for the daily 
conſumption of the metropolis and its vicinity. Here again Par- 
lament have a right to complain, and have not been very well uſed 


by the ſupporters of the bill, who certainly ought to have produced 
ſome evidence of ſuch a fact. But on this, as well as the other 


head, there is not a ſingle title, not one ſolitary witneſs produced; 


Whereas, on the contrary, it has been proved in the ſtrongeſt and 
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moſt ſatisfactory manner by the millers, that the mills around the 
metropolis will grind in ſeven months a ſufficiency of corn to ſupply 
the metropolis for twelve months. This proves at the ſame time 
that there cannot be any deficiency of machinery either. Why 
then ſhould the Houſe paſs a bill of this nature, which, without any 
evidence whatever, was to eſtabliſh facts that have no exiſtence, and 
which in the end may be productive of the moſt miſchievous and 
fatal conſequences? Having proved that the ſupporters of the 
bill had brought no viva voce evidence in aid of it, Mr. Percival 
next adverted to the only evidence of any kind which they had ad- 
duced. Theſe were ſtatements on paper, and related to two objeds 
only, on which they argued and relied. The one was the Birming- 
ham Union Mills; the other, the Albion Mills. Neither of 
theſe, he contended, proved any thing material in favour of the 
bill. The Birmingham Union Mills, he ſaid, would not bear at 
all on the meaſure. He then went into a ſtatement of their capi- 
tal, which was upwards of 6oool. He ſhewed the per-centage 
they put by, which was 10 per cent. for keeping their premiſes and 
works in repair; and the intereſt they received for their money, 
which was little better than 4 per cent.; that if thoſe mills were 
in London, it would be an actual loſing concern, in conſequence of 
the difference of the price of coals, corn, and other articles ; and 
that the principal profit derived from the Birmingham Union Mills 
was in the profit the proprietors received from being alſo the conſu- 
mers of their own corn, which they got by ſo much cheaper, as 
they ſaved the profits they would otherwiſe pay to the miller and 
| baker, after firſt purchaſing their own corn at the cheapeſt poſſible 
hand ; fo that they cat their bread cheaper than other people in 
Birmingham and its neighbourhood could do. In the caſe of the 
Albion Mills, the honourable gentleman contended, they did not 
at all advance the argument in favour of the preſent bill. The 
- ſupporters of it had in that point alſo carefully avoided to bring 
forward any evidence to ſhew the truth of what they aſſerted — that 
during the five years they continued they lowered the prices in the 
market. The millers, on the contrary, had proved, in the moſt 


ſatisfactory manner, that, comparatively taking the prices of each 


period, they were the cauſe of raiſing the price of the market. If 
the ſupporters of the bill had choſen to contradict this, or to prove 
their own aſſertions, they might have produced their books, and 
ſhewn what the prices and what their profits were. Here wa 
another point on which Parliament had a right to complain. Mr. 


Percival next requeſted the attention of the Houſe to a paper del. 


vered in by Mr. Pratt; not brought defignedly by him, and drann 
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up at leiſure, but which was requeſted of him by an honourable 
Member, and which he made out and delivered in a few hours. By 
this ſtatement it appeared, that Mr. Pratt had purchaſed 7000 
quarters of grain for the uſe of his own conſumption in the ſupply of 
his trade, which coſt 40,0001. in fix months. By a calculation of 
the price of grain at the time of the Albion Mills, the ſame quan- 
tity of wheat would have required no more than about 16,0001. ; ſo 
that there was now a demand of conſiderably more than double the 

capital required to ſupply the ſame call, which was a clear proof 
that higher profits were very fairly to be looked for now than at 
that period. The millers, as well as all other perſons, were enti- 
tled to fair and reaſonable profits as a remuneration for their labours 
and their loſſes ; and he believed they were contented with as mode- 
rate ones as any other deſcription of perſons whatever ; and when they 
were called upon to vote this meaſure on the experience of the 
Albion Mill Company, they muſt ſurely look a little to that expe- 
rience. They had had their ſpeculations, and thoſe not all of the 
moſt clear and open kind. There was a cafe in Henry Blackſtone's 
Reports of Trials in the Common Pleas, vol ii. p. 63, which was 
worthy the attention of gentlemen. The ſubſtance of it was as 
follows : f 


9 Aftion— Rundeau v. Wyatt. 


“The caſe ſtates an agreement by the Albion Mill Company 


to ſell 3000 ſacks of flour, which the plaintiff was to export, but 
the Company refuſed to deliver— Verdi& againſt the Company in 
Michaelmas term, 1791. Facts ſtated—That defendant, as one 
of the proprietors of the Albion Mill, entered into a verbal agree- 
ment to ſell 3000 ſacks of flour, on an expreſs condition that the 
flour ſhould be exported to foreign parts, from ſome port which the 
plaintiff was to open, and ſhould not meet the defendant and the 
Company in the home market. To carry the ſcheme of exporta- 
tion into effect, the plaintiff ſent to Shoreham, in Suſſex, a large 
quantity of corn and flour, merely to reduce, by colluſion and a 
fiQitious ſale, the market price to the level preſcribed by the act of 
Parliament; but the trick being diſcovered, the exportation was 
prevented; and as the plaintiff could not export, the Albion Mill 
Company would not deliver the flour. Plaintiff had filed a bill in 
Chancery, praying a diſcovery of the facts, and the names of the 


/ Partners—[n his anſwers, the defendant Wyatt admitted the agree- 


ment, but pleaded the ſtatute of frauds, ALY that there was not 
any agreement in writing.” ts 
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. He did n6t mention this out of any diſreſpec̃t to the Albion Com- 
pany, but to ſhew their ſpirit of ſpeculation. The preſent incor. 
poration Company, he ſhewed, muſt be attended with the moſt ſe. 
rious.and fatal conſequences if the bill was ſuffered to paſs. They 
are to be allowed to take to their ſhare an eighth part of the con- 


In doing this, they go on a ſpecula- 


takes away every idea of competition. If the Company fail in 
any of their ſpeculations, they can only ſuffer to the amount of their 
ſhares, If the millers fail in the ſame way, they may loſe their all. 
If the Company enter upon ſpeculations, they do fo without caring 
whether they gain or loſe : if the millers do it, they muſt venture 
with a view to profit and the ſupport of their families. In ſhort, 
all competition will be clearly out of the caſe, and entirely done 
away. The ſcheme can only be viewed in two points Say the 
millers, If it is a gaining concern to the Company, it will inevita- 
bly ruin us: if it is a loſing concern to the Company, they ruin us 
and themſelves alſo. Both ways it is equally dangerous. Beſides, 
it is taking one eighth part of the conſumption out of the market; 
this eighth part muſt be ſenſibly felt by the millers; ang upon what 
claſs of them will it fall? Not upon the great millers, but the 
ſmaller ones. Thus, if the millers are inclined to monopolize, 
you leave all the power of doing ſo to the moſt opulent among them 
and the Company ; the ſmaller ones, who could prevent it, will 
be no more.” He thought it wrong to truſt any eolledtion of men 
with ſuch a monopoly as would drive the preſent dealers out of the 
market, and throw the whole of the moſt eſſential articles of the 
neceſſaries of life into the hands of one ſet of men, who would 
then have it in their power to grind and oppreſs the public, when, 
and to as great a degree as they ſhould think proper. After requeſt- 
ing pardon of the Houſe for detaining them ſo long, Mr. Percivel 
concluded by giving his hearty negative to the third reading. 

Lord HAW K ESBURY began by obſerving, that if an argument 
urged by an honourable gentleman (Mr. Tierney) againſt thoſe per- 
ſons voting on the preſent meaſure who mig'-t have intereſt or ſhare 
in the gropoſed eſtabliſhment, was of any weight, it would alſo pre- 
clude from voting landed gentlemen who purchaſed their land tax, 
and monied gen who held any ſhare of a loan; in a word, it would 


* deprive moſt Members in the Houſe of the right of voting on the 
It had alſo been argued, that mea- 


- moſt momentous queſtions. 
Jures of general and public utility ſhould not take their riſe from 
any particuler preſſure ; if that were the cafe, the Houſe would have 


been from bringing for ward many of the wiſeſt and moſt 
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uſeful meaſures that in their deliberative capaeity they had ever 
adopted. If, then, they. but now looked at the extreme diſtreſs 
which pervaded almoſt all the claſſes of the community, ariting out 
of the preſent alarming ſcarcity, they moſt undoubtedly would ſee 
ample ground for entertaining the queſtion now before them, and 
for endeavouring to deviſe a remedy for the evil which it was its 
object to redreſs. It was not once only, but now for a ſecond time 
within a ſhort period, that we were expoſed to, and ſuffered under, 
this calamity. Indeed, it was a melancholy fact, that the country 
did not produce a ſufficient quantity of corn for the conſumption of 
its inhabitants. When, on account of the badneſs of the ſeaſon, 
the country might therefore be frequently expoſed to a fimilar diſ- 
treſs, it was evident, that the authors of the bill were not induced to 
bring it forward by the urgency of any particular calamity, but from 
an extended view of what might hereafter tend to produce its recur- 


rence, or at leaſt of what might mitigate its ſeverity. It had often 


been ſaid (and he would not deny it) that there was no ſcarcity except 
what aroſe from the deficiency of our crops ; yet it might alſo be 
true, that a combination, or certain artificial means, were among 
the cauſes that aggravated the evil : ſomething of that kind now 
exiſted, and tended not a little to extend the evil. The noble 
Lord then went into an enumeration of the cauſes and means which 
contribute to diminiſh the conſumption of bread: in years of ſcarcity 
one-fixth Jeſs was conſumed than in years of plenty, and many 
parts of the grain were brought into uſe which in plentiful years 
were not introduced into the food of man. The bill for preventing 
the uſe of new-made bread had alſo contributed much to diminiſh 
the conſumption. Upon the whole, it would therefore appear that 
the preſent diſtreſs was owing, at leaſt in part, to ſome artificial 
cauſes, and not merely to the ſcarcity, and to a greater quantity of 
fine flour being generally employed in proportion to the coarſer parts 
of the grain, It was hard, indeed, to change the habits of a 
people; and if you fail in the attempt, you only confirm the habit 
which you are anxious to eradicate. But the bills for regulating the 
allize of bread, or for regulating the practices of millers, which had 
unfortunately been thrown out, had a great tendency to wean the 
public from theſe habits. The tendency of 'the preſent meaſure 


was, to eſtabliſh a Company who would manufaQure this mixed 


and inferior kind of bread ; and from this eſtabliſhment he was 
convinced the public would reap great” advantage, by its keeping 


down the price of bread, without expoſing them to any diſadvantage, 


at leaſt to any ſuch diſadvantage as ſhould diſſuade the Houſe from 


making the experiment. There were now 150 mills in the vici- 
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nity of London; but 20 mills ſituated on the Thames would be 
better able to ſupply the London market than it is now ſupplied, 
Such a ſyſtem would moreover exceedingly diminiſh the expence at. 
tending carriage, the uſe of mechanical powers, and the commercial 
management of the concern, which, in proportion as it was large, was 
nerally conducted on a comparatively ſmaller expence—All theſe 
advantages would evidently reſult from the adoption of the preſent 
- meaſure, and there would be no room left for combination. Here the 
noble Lord begged leave to obſerve, that he meant no refleQion vpon 
the body of millers; he by no means imputed to them anything like an 
illegal, immoral and criminal combinatiop. But though he would 
not ſay that a combination of that deſcription exiſted, yet it was 
clear that there exiſted ſomething that had the effect of it ; he 
meant a ſort of underſtanding between the parties, which precluded 
the advantages of a fair competition. This kind of underſtanding, 
though not criminal in the eye of the law, had, however, the effect 
of an illegal combination ; and this was the evil which he was ſoli- 
citous to ſee cured ; and how could it be remedied but by ſecuring 
2 free competition? What, then, were the means of ſecuring ſuch 
a competition? In his opinion, it was not to be done entirely 
either by corporations or individuals, but, perhaps, in ſome degree 
by both ; but, if left wholly to individuals, a combination to a cer- 
tain extent was inevitable. By the ſyſtem now propoſed to he 
introduced, traders on different principles would be brought to rival 
each other, and this rivalſhip will prove a ſpur to competition. The 
dĩſtreſs of the preſent moment, he would again repeat it, might be 
much alleviated by the introduction of brown bread, though the uſe 
of it would be better enforced by example and encouragement than 
by any poſitive law. The experiment of brown bread for the uſe 
of the metropolis had not been fairly tried ; but the eſtabliſhment 
now in contemplation would afford fairer and ampler means of 
making that experiment, and he thought it might be made with con- 
ſiderable advantage, without oceaſioning any inconvenience or injury. 
As to the compariſon drawn between the eſtabliſhment of the mills 
now propoſed, and the Albion Mills, nothing could be more un- 
juſtifiable. The Albion Mills were under no limitation or re- 
ſtraint; and the harm that might have ariſen from them as ſuch, 
could not be apprehended from the preſent meaſure, where the in- 
ſtitution was to be duly limited and reſtrained. Upon the whole, 
the Albion Mills had been productive of much advantage; and it 
was difficult to prove that any miſchief had ariſen from them, They 
had reduced the profits of the millers one-half, and they did not 
command the prices of the market. There was, therefore, no 
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ground for the charges brought againſt them by the petitioners againſt 
the preſent bill. There was another example to encourage the ex- 
periment that he wiſhed to be tried in the Union Mills at Birming- 
ham. Bread was there cheaper by 3d. than in the metropolis : the 
wheat flour was not dearer there than here : was not this, therefore, 

an argument for trying a ſimilar experiment? he only wiſhed to try 

it here to a certain extent, by having a coarſer kind of bread manu- 

factured at conſequently a lower price. It was for the Houſe to 

conſider the advantages that muſt be derived from the experiment : 

they were many: they would correct the evils that were aggravated 

by artificial cauſes : they would increaſe the means of ſuſtenance 

by introducing into bread many parts of the grain not commonly 
uſed for the food of man: they would prevent combination and 

promote competition, and conſiderably lower the expences attending 

the different branches of the trade. It was evident, upon the 

whole, that the operation of the bill would be productive of much 

good and no harm ; and as ſuch it ſhould have his ſupport, and he 

truſted that of the majority of the Houſe, 

Mr. SHERIDAN replied to Lord Hawkeſbury : he commended 
the calmneſs and candour with which the noble Lord had treated 
the ſubject; ar} as he had had every poſſible opportunity of ob- 
taining the beſt! information reſpecting it, it was not unfair to pre- 
ſume that the noble Lord had urged every argument that could poſ- 
fibly be advanced in favour of the queſtion ; yet on no one point 
had he ſucceeded in anſwering the objections that were urged againſt 
it by a learned gentleman (Mr. Percival). Indeed the ſpeech of 
that learned gentleman was admirable, and his arguments unan- 
ſwerable —an affertion which it was fair to make, as the noble 
Lord was wholly unable to anſwer them. It was a happy circum» 
ſtance, that no feelings of party or faction had mingled themſelves 
with the preſent queſtion : it had been diſcuſſed without any refer- 
ence to political opinions ; and that indeed ſhould be its true cha- 
rater. But the noble Lord recommended the meaſure it propoſed, 
by repreſenting it to be merely an experiment, from which much 
good 1s to ariſe, and no poſſible harm. Upon what grounds this 
aſſertion was made, he was at a loſs to diſcover ; it was an aſſertion, 


however, which he knew to be contradicted by a great body of 


forcible evidence, and by a large number of witneſſes, who 


formed a deſcription of men highly uſeful and reſpectable, and. 


whoſe characters, even in the noble Lord's opinion, ſtood unim- 
peached. What did they ſtate? Why, that ſuch an experiment 
muſt not only produce miſchief, but that it would neceffarily involve 
the ruin of their trade. Nor was it only injurious to individuals, but 
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it muſt prove alſo highly detrimental to the intereſts of the public ; 

as ſuch, he was confident that no charter would be granted to fore! 
tion it. But the noble Lord had advanced an aſſertion of il 
greater importance. The country, he ſaid, did not produce ſuf. 
cient grain for the uſe of the inhabitants ; yet he hints that the pre. 
ſent alarming ſcarcity does not ſo much ariſe from the deficicn 

which he confeſſes, as from a kind of combination. The meaſure 
then which he ſo ſtrongly recommends, does not ſtrike at the root of 
the evil ; but he would have the Houſe only correct the aggrava- 
tions that may attend it. In fact there was no connection between 
the propoſed remedy and the evil to be removed. The corn-mer- 
chants - were the perfons principally injured, and this injury done 
them preſented a timely importation of corn, which would have 
prevented what we now ſo much and fo unavailingly lamented. 
Had theſe mills been already built, that caſe would be no better; 
for there would not be more corn in the country. Where then was 
the remedy for the evil? The real evil was the interference of 
Government; and unleſs the Houſe abſtained from any ſuch inter- 
ference, and prevented Government from meddling in the purchaſe 
of corn, there would be reaſon to wiſh that every thing reſpecting 
corn ſhould be eraſed from ſtatutes. The unfortunate war gave 
riſe to this meddling and tampering of Government with the article 
of corn; for, in order to diſtreſs the enemy, they endeavoured to 
get the whole of the corn of Europe into their own hands. But a 
timely and economical importation was neglected, while Govern- 
ment were endeavouring to rival individuals, and to thwart their 
ſpeculations. The conduct of Government towards corn-mer- 
| chants in the year 1796 was a proof of what he aſſerted. By their 
exertions the price of bread and corn was then conſiderably reduced. 
They loſt by their exertions : they applied for an indemnity, which 
vas promiſed them; but the pledge was violated, and the Houſe 
rejected their claims. * This ſurely was no encouragement for that 
meritorious claſs of men to make any new adventure to relieve a 
ſimilar diſtreſs. Upon the ſubje& of ſcarcity, no good could ariſe 
from Committees of Inquiry. Indeed it were to be wiſhed that 
both the Legiſlature and the Government had their hands tied up 
upon this matter. There ſhould be ſome plain permanent law for 
regulating the importation of corn, and no intermeddling of Go- 
vernment in the buſineſs. Advanced as the ſeſſion now was, yeta 
law of that kind ſhould be immediately introduced : that alone 
could relieve the diſtreſs, and remove the calamities which we now 


- deplore. The remedy now prapoſed would have no ſuch effect. 


The mills could not be built in leſs than two or three years: how 
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then could they alleviate the preſent preſſure? The noble Lord 
had next dwelt upon the advantages to be derived from theſe mills ; 
a reſpectable body of men had adduced the ſtrongeſt evidence againſt 
the probability of any ſuch advantages. No doubt the noble Lord's 
intentions were very good : but good intentions were not ſufficient 
to guide the proceedings of a Legiſlature : indeed all the miſchiefs 
that grew out of politics aroſe from ſuch good intentions, as they 
generally ſprung from ſome ſyſtem that was imagined to be perfect. 
There was nothing therefore ſo dangerous and bad as theſe good in- 
tentions. He would alſo acquit gentlemen, who were the warm parti- 
zans of this meaſure, from any intereſted views; but ſtill he would 
preſs his notion, that it was not proper to vote on a buſineſs from 
which any of them were to derive a high profit. The noble Lord 


allowed that there exiſted no immoral or illegal combination ; but 


he choſe to call it a fort of underſtanding between the parties. The 
former charge could not be made without proofs to ſubſtantiate it; 
but it is left to lurk in an inſinuation. This was certainly a devi- 
ation from that candour which prevailed throughout the other parts 
of the noble Lord's ſpeech, and had a tendency to bring down the 
whole of the popular diſcontent and indignation on the heads of the 
bakers and millers. But the great object of the bill ſeemed, after 
all, to be, not ſo much to prevent combination, as to introduce to 
the palate of the people a ſpecies of bread, which, from prejudice or 
ſome other motive, they are known to diſlike. This brown bread 
has not had a fair trial ; but thoſe new mills are to prepare it on a 


better plan, and then the poor of the metropolis will eat it. This 


idea was very objectionable; it was in vain to attempt to force the 
people to eat this brown bread : they will only eat it becauſe you 
deprive them of any other market. But it was in vain to talk of 
force in ſuch a matter : it was well known that the prejudice of the 
working people of the metropolis againſt ſuch bread was invincible 
and unconquerable ; it was uſeleſs to inveſtigate the phyſical reaſons 
of ſuch a prejudice ; but the fact was, that it could not be ſubdued. 
If ſuch attempts were made to introduce ſubſtitutes for bread, the 
people would be forced to have recourſe to new ſubſtitutes for labour, 
in idleneſs, theft, plunder, and rapine. In vain would you convert 
theſe enormous mills into a Coloſſal machine, or a gigantic mounte- 
bank, to cram this nauſcating bread down their throats ; this would 
be adding inſult to oppreſſion; and he truſted the Houſe would ma- 
turely weigh the conſequences of the meaſure before they gave it 
their final ſanction, eſpecially if they found that no reaſons had been 
adduced to prove its neceſſity, while the ſtrongeſt evidence had been 
brought forward to ſhew its diſadvantages. No market in the world 
Vor. XII. M m | 
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was more punQually and plentifully ſupplied than the London 


market; and this was done under the preſent ſyſtem by the prefer 
millers. The real cauſe of the evil was the deficiency of grain; 
and this would be had in plenty, if the corn merchants were fairly 
and liberally dealt by, and a permanent law introduced to regulate 
importation, unchecked and uncontrouled by Government. Thi; 
was the only radical remedy, and it ſhould have his determined 
ſupport whenever it was propoſed. To the experiment which the 
noble Lord was anxious to introduce, he was a decided enemy, 
Lord HAWKESBURY in explanation ſaid, that it never was 
his intention that any thing like force ſhould be adopted to intro. 
duce the uſe of brown oread. 

Mr. SHERIDAN and the MASTER OF THE t ROLLS ſeverally 
explained. 

Sir W. PULTENEY contended, that the arguments upon 
which the noble Lord ſupported the bill were wholly without found. 
ation. There exiſted a ſufficient competition in the corn trade, 
and the means of keeping that competition alive. As to all idea 
of private underſtanding, and a ſort of: combination growing out of 
it, nothing was left credible : no ſuch combination could be perma- 
nent or general. As to the uſe of brown bread, the preſent meaſure 
would have no effect in introducing it. Had the bakers the ſame 
profit on it as on the finer kind of bread, they would make it more 
generally—here an alteration might be made without danger: the 
other experiment was extremely dangerous. Beſides, the very cor- 
poration which the bill went to inſtitute, would eſtabliſh that very 
monopoly againſt which gentlemen were inveighing. What, more- 
over, would be the time required before theſe mills could be com- 
pleted ? It would take more than three years before the machinery 
was ready; and in caſe the proprietors were loſers the firſt, ten 
years, could the project ſtop there? Surely not: the bill would 
therefore rather be a perpetual than a IE: bill; and as ſuch 
he objeQed to it. 

The queſtion was then loudly called for, and the Houſe divided, 
Ayes 48, Noes 44. 

It was then moved, that after receiving the new lenſes, the fur- 
ther conſideration of the bill ſhould be adjourned to Thurſday next, 
to give time to the merchants of London to confider of a bill which 
was likely to be'of ſuch magnitude. 

After a debate, a diviſion took place— Ayes 44, Noes 50. 

A number of clauſes were then brought up by way of riders, 

which were read a firſt and ſecond time, and ſeveral dvitions took 
place upon them. 
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Mr. Alderman CURTIS moved a clauſe to oblige the Com- 
pany to bring to market and expoſe to ſale 500 facks of flour 
weekly, ſo that the public ſhould be ſecured in a regular ſupply of 
part of what they were to be permitted to manufacture; for it was 
2 moſt extraordinary part of this incorporation, that though they 
were empowered to manufacture about 2300 ſacks per week, they 
were not compelled to ſell a ſingle ſack. 

Lord HawKEsSBURY and Mr. Rosk, and other members, ob- 
jected to this clauſe, as it would be an inconvenience to the Com- 
pany to be ſo reſtrained, as they might not find purchaſers. 

Mr. Alderman CURTTS faid, that to object to this clauſe, was 
not the beſt proof of their ſincerity as to the public benefit. 

The motion, on a diviſion, was negatived. 

Lord HAWKESBURY moved a clauſe, that no manager or 
clerk ſhould ſpeculate on his own account. - On a diviſion, a 46, 
Noes 27. 

Mr. TIERNEY moved a clauſe which is uſual in all wt. 
bills, particularly in bills of a new and untried kind— That it might 
be altered, amended or repealed, in the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion. 
This motion, he ſaid, was particularly demanded by the circum- 
ſtances of the preſent bill. It was hurried through the Houſe in a 
molt precipitate manner. It was a meaſure of the moſt extraordi- 
nary kind, and pregnant with the moſt dreadful conſequences. A 
number of new clauſes were introduced in the very laſt inſtance, 


upon which the petitioners had not been able to deliberate. They 


had been prevailed on to ſuffer the bill to go through all its ſtages to 
the laſt reading without obſtruction, in the confidence that it would 
not be hurried through in one night. The principle had been car- 
ried by a majority of only four Members ; and it was notorious, that 
there were a number of perſons directly and perſonally intereſted in 
the object of the bill. Under theſe circumſtances, it was ſurely the 
duty of the Houſe to give themſelves time for reflection, and not 
ſubje& the country to. all the evils with which this meaſure was 
pregnant. 


Lord HAW KESBURY ſaid, he thought the motion improper, 


as ſo little of the ſeſſion now remained. The mills could not be 


built even before the commencement of the next ſeſſion, when un- 
doubtedly it was open to any Member to repeal it. 
Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that the very reaſon why it was proper 


to introduce the clauſe was, that it ſhould be in the power. of the 
Houſe to repeal. this monſtrous bill before the mill ſhould be built, 


and money laid out upon it. After that had taken place, a new ar- 
gument might be drawn from the injury to individuals againſt its 
Mr m 2 
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| repeal. They ſtood now in the moſt extraordinary predicament, 


A bill which trenched upon the known and undoubted prerogative 
of the Crown, in the granting of charters, was brought in at the 
very cloſe of the ſeſſion — not one of the Law Officers of the Crown 
gave it the ſanction of his approbation—not one Miniſter of the 
Crown gave it his ſupport, and every legal opinion in the Houſe 
which had been pronounced was againſt it. It came alſo in the 
moſt queſtionable ſhape, from the number of perſons intereſted in it, 
by which the character and dignity of the Houſe were affected; and 
when it was conſidered, befides, that it was a bill which went di. 
rely to overthrow all the eſtabliſhed courſe of commerce, to de. 
ſtroy the open competition in an article of the firſt neceſſity, and to 
ſubſtitute a monopoly in its rootn, they ſurely ought to give the mer. 
chants of London time to deliberate on a meaſure which would in- 
fallibly indiſpoſe them to import wheat, whatever might be the 
urgency of the public demand ; for under ſuch a monopoly as 
this, he contended, that no merchant could ſafely ſpeculate for a 
fingle importation. | 

Dr. LAURENCE ſaid, that the principle of the bill was, in 
every point of view, the moſt objectionable that he ever witneſſed, 
and he was aſtoniſhed at the pertinacity with which it was purſued 
by its promoters. Surely, if their motives were ſo clearly public, 
there would have been no hazard in poſtponing the further con- 
fideration to Thurſday next; but as that was objected to, why de- 
prive themſelves of the means of correcting their intemperance on a 
future day ? 

Mr. BERNARD ſaid, that though an enemy to the principle 
of the bill, which he thought, both in its own proviſions and in its 
example, was moſt objectionable, yet the motion at ſo late a period 
of the ſeſſion was not the right way to oppoſe it. It had till the 
other Houſe to paſs through; and before it could come back from 
thence, the period of the ſeſſion might be arrived. His objectionto 
the bill was, that it put an end to all open competition in flour and 
bread, and put theſe two trades into commiſſion. Parliament ap- 
pointed a ſet of commiſſioners te deal out flour and bread to the 
people. The principle trenched on all open commerce. 

After ſome further debate, the Houſe again divided, and the 
clauſe was rejected. | 

It was then moved, that the ſubſcribers ſhould only divide 5 pet 
cent. inftead of 10 per cent. on their thares. 

Adiviſion took place on this alſo, and the motion was rejected. 

Mr. SHERIDAN then called the attention of the Houſe to 3 


matter that materially concerned their honour, and the purity of 


It was underſtood there were a number of members in the Houſe 
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their proceedings. The principle of the bill, that is, the queſtion 
of the third reading, had paſſed by a majority of four only; and it 
ſeemed though perſons were intereſted in the bill, yet as it was of a 
mixed nature, partly public, partly private, they might be allowed to 
vote—But where the queſtion was ſolely a matter of profit as this 
was, he muſt call on Mr. Speaker to ſay, whether the voices of 
perſons who were proprietors in the new charter could be allowed? 


who ſtood in that predicament. 

Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, that he underſtood it to be the rule which 
had governed the Houſe in the caſe of the Loyalty Loan, that where 
a bill was partly of a public nature, and partly of benefit to them- 
ſelves, they might vote on the principle ; but whenever the inci- 
dental point aroſe, in which their own intereſt lay, they could not, 
without indecorum, vote, nor would their voices, if queſtioned, be 
allowed. It was a delicate queſtion ; and he lamented that there 
was not a precedent by which the Houſe, in this inſtance, could be 
guided. The inclination of his mind was, that this was a point 
which came within the rule. 

Mr. SHERIDAN then moved, that the voice of Mr. William 
Devaynes be diſallowed. 

Mr. DevayNes was called on to fay, whether he was per- 
ſonally intereſted in the bill? He ſaid, his name ſtood as a ſub- 
ſeriber, but he had not yet paid any money. He certainly, how- 
ever, intended to ſubſcribe. He was then directed to withdraw; 
and a long converſation took place on the nature of the cafes that 


did and did not entitle members to vote where they had a perſonal | 


intereſt, Mr. Rosk, Lord HawkresBuky, Mr. Hawkins 
BROwNE, and others, contended, that this was not a queſtion 
which, even in decorum, obliged them to withhold their votes. 
The Speaker was called up ſeveral times, and gave it clearly as his 
opinion, that it was a caſe which would govern his mind if he had 
to vote, and that it muſt be left to the deciſion of the Houſe whether 
the votes ſhould be allowed. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, the queſtion was, ſimply, whether a 
member was intereſted in a vote by which he was to give himſelf 10 
per cent. inſtead of 5, on a ſhare which was transferable, and by 
which vote the ſhare was to be increafed in value, and might be 
fold the next day for more money ? - It was not here the minuteneſs 
of the intereſt, but the principle, which made the queſtion. The 
queſtion was, whether a number of members of Parliament ſhould 
grant to themſelves, out of the courſe which the Conſtitution had 
pointed out as the beſt means for ſecuring the public againſt jobs, a 
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charter which was to have an eventful benefit to themſelves? On 


ſuch a queſtion, to ſay that their voting for 10 inſtead of 5 per cent, 
was not the indecorum which the rule of the Houſe had guarded 
againſt, was to compromiſe the charaQer and the dignity of Par. 
liament. 

Mr. PERCIVAL was clearly of opinion that the whole bill was 
a private commercial matter, violating indeed all former commer. 
cial principles; and there was nothing public in it but impoſſibility, 
The private intereſt was the firſt obvious view of the member when 
he voted for 10 per cent. inſtead of 5, and therefore his vote ought 
to be diſallowed. 

Mr. SPEAKER expreſſed his ideas to be the ſame on the 
ſubject. 

After ſome further debate, the queſtion was called, and the voice 
of Mr. Devaynes was diſallowed. 

Mr. TIERNEY then moved, That the voice of Sir John Call 
be diſallowed. 

Sir JOHN owned hi mſelf to be a proprictor, and, having retired, 
his vote was ſtruck out from the diviſion. 

Mr. TIERNEY then moved, That the voice of Mr. John 
Frere be diſallowed. 

Mr. Frere withdrew, and his voice was difallowed. 

The next name objected to was that of Sir Robert Preſton, 
Sir Robert had gone away as ſoon as this diſcuſſion of eligibility 
commenced. \ 

Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, they could not decide on the queſtion 
without hearing what he had to ſay: a long diſcuſſion took place on 
what courſe they ſhould follow. Could they proceed to paſs a bill 


upon which a perſon had voted who was diſqualified by his intereſt 
in the caſe? It was finally got rid of by moving that he ſhould at- 


tend in his place on Monday ; - which was agreed to. 
Lord HAV/KESBURY then moved, That the bill do paſs. 
Dr. LAURENCE objected to the motion. It would be a molt 


indecent and a moſt unparliamentary proceeding. Three voices 


were already diſallowed. Another ſtood impeached. The queſtion of 


the third reading had been carried only by four, and theſe gentlemen 
formed part of the divifion. He had very ſerious doubts in his own 
mind on the propriety of their voting on the principle: it was 2 
private bill, not a public: meaſure. The public benefit was pro- 
feſſed indeed, but that was highly problematical. The whole con- 
duct of the promoters of the bill was moſt extraordinary. There 
had been a compromiſe by which the Houſe was defrauded of its 


forms : they had followed the French practice of paſſing the bill 
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upon urgency 3 and it was in vain. for them to ftrive to raiſe a diſ- 
tinction between the right of not voting on a clauſe, and the right 
of voting on the principle. Theſe four perſons had no right to vote 
for granting to themſelves 10 per cent. inſtead of 5; and yet they 
were entitled to vote for the third reading of the bill, granting to 
themſelves this very 10 per cent.]! This was not for the honour of 
Parliament, nor for the "_ which the people ought to have for 
their proceedings. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, it was perfectly underſtood that ſeveral 
other members were proprietors of this charter, and they muſt feel 
conſcious that they then ſtood within the ſcope of the diſallowance. 
Their names would ſoon be known; and he hoped therefore that 
they would now frankly come forward and avow it. The meaſure 
was really of a moſt queſtionable ſhape. They had reſiſted every 


thing which tended to take off its ſuſpicious character. If they 


wanted to make an experiment, he was authoriſed by gentlemen 
who then heard him, to ſay, that they ſhould have water corn mills 
capable of grinding 3000 ſacks of flour per week, all ſituated near 
London. If they meant the public good only, why not accept of 
an offer that would enable them to commence immediately, in- 
ſtead of putting off the intended good for a year and an half, or 
two years ? 

Mr. ROSE ſaid, he ſuppoſed he was one of the perſons to whom 
the honourable gentleman alluded. His name undoubtedly ſtood in 
the liſt of intended proprietors ; but two hours ago, as ſoon as the 
diſcuſſion of ineligibility began, he had decided to withdraw his 
name ; and he referred to thoſe around him whether he had not 
faid ſo. | | 

Mr. ROSE, junior, bore teſtimony to the fact; and ſaid, that 
his name ſtood alſo in the liſt ; but he had reſolved to withdraw it. 

Mr. PLUMER deſired to know, whether the name of Mr. Bid- 
dulph did not ſtand in the bill as one of the perſons to whom the 
charter was to be granted? Now he had alſo voted : but to qualify 


himſelf to vote, he had declared that he would refign his ſhare. 


Muſt not his name be withdrawn from the bill ? 

Mr. SPEAKER faid, his name could not be withdrawn, as they 
had paſſed that part of the proceeding. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that in that caſe they were to ſend the 
bill to the Houſe of Lords with a known fallacy in it. In truth, 
the whole proceeding was fo irregular and ſo unbecoming, that he 


truſted the Houſe would yet pauſe ;- and for that purpoſe he moved 
to adjourn, 


The Houſe divided—Ayes 7, Noes 35. 
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The motion was then put, That the bill do paſs ; which was 


agreed to, and Lord Hawkeſbury was named to carry it up, to the 
" Houſe of Lords. 


[Commons 


Tueſday, Fuly 8. 


Mr. JONES faid, that he roſe, agreeably to a notice he gave on 
Friday laſt, to move for a copy or copies of the inſtructions 
given to the Commander in Chief of His Majeſty's fleet in the 
Mediterranean, for breaking the convention entered into between 
Sir Sidney Smith and the French General, and the Commander of 
the Ottoman army, for the evacuation of Egypt.” This was a 


matter of conſiderable importance; and, as ſuch, it was not his wiſh - 
to take the Houſe by ſurpriſe. When he made the motion for 


thoſe inſtructions, he was informed of their importance; and on 
the ſuggeſtion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer and his honour- 
able friend Mr. Robſon, he was ſatisfied to poſtpone it to this day. 
In ſetting out, he felt himſelf called upon to ſtate, and to declare, 
that there was no man more readily diſpoſed than he was, to do juſ- 
tice to the talents and abilities of Admiral Lord Keith; and he 
was happy to ſay, that he felt ſo in common with others. He way 
called upon to pay him this tribute of applauſe; and he paid it the 
more gratefully, as he never thought that great man's merits fully 
compenſated. On the ſubje& of the motion he was now to make, 
he could not but conſider the conventien made by Sir Sidney Smith, 
a grand act of diplomacy, ſuch as diſcovered an active and pene- 
trating mind, and ſuch as might have led, if faithfully followed up, 
to important conſequences. He had read three different newſpaper 
accounts of a letter ſent from Lord Keith in the Mediterranean, to 
the Commander in Chief of the French army, ſtating that he (Lord 
Keith) was to inform the French General (Kleber), that inſtrue- 
tions were ſent to him, to accept from the French General in Egypt 
no capitulation, unleſs the French army under him would lay down 
their arms, and ſurrender themſelves priſoners of war, or nothing 
leſs than a full capitulation. This was the only document of which 
he was in poſſeſſion ; and ſuch as, ſhould His Majeſty's Miniſters 
be not inclined'to avow, he thought might juſtify him in calling for 
others that may lead to this breach of alliance with the. Porte, and 
to a fuller inquiry into the diſaſtrous event which happened in 
Egypt, and which had given to the French forces an aſcendancy in 
that country. When poſſeſſed of thoſe papers, he might have more 
ample grounds for proceeding further; but at preſent he would only 
move, That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, 
praying that His Majeſty would be pleaſed to give directions that 
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there ſhould be laid before the Houſe a copy, or copies, of the in- 
ſtructions given to the Commander in Chief of His Majeſty's fleet 
in the Mediterranean, &c. on the evacuation of Egypt.” | 

Mr. DUNDAS faid, that he ſhould not have occafion to occupy 
much of the time of the Houſe in correQing the miſtake into which 
the honourable gentleman who had juſt ſat down had fallen with re- 
ſpect to the ſubject of his motion. In giving notice of the motion, 
he ſeemed to proceed on the ſuppoſition that an infringement had 
taken place in a convention actually entered into for the evacuation 
of Egypt, between this country, the Ottoman Porte, and the Com- 
mander of the French army. But the fact was, that no ſuch con- 
vention had been concluded, and therefore no infraQion of it could 
be charged to this country. So far, indeed, were the Britiſh Go- 
vernment from committing an aQ of ſuch perfidy as they muſt have 
committed were this ſuppoſition founded in truth, that they had 
ſhewn what he muſt call a ſuperabundance of attention to the exe- 
cution of a treaty to which they were not a party ; and their ſubſe- 
quent ſanction of which was ta be attributed ſolely to anxious jeal- 
ouſy of avoiding every thing that could, by the moſt forced interpre- 
tation, throw any ſtigma on the ſincerity of Britiſh faith; The ex- 
pedition to Egypt was juſtly repreſented by the honourable gentle- 
man as a ſubje& of ſerious alarm to this country. It might have 
led, and ſuch appeared to be one of its objeQs, to the overthrow of 
the Ottoman Empire, and it might have hazarded the ſafety of the 


moſt valuable of our foreign dominions. In this light it was 


viewed by the Government of this country ; and the beſt proof of 
their having ſo regarded it, was the alertneſs with which they exerted 
themſelves to render abortive that vaſt undertaking. This object 
was happily accompliſhed by the valour and ſkill of Lord Nelſon ; 
or every one mult admit that his viQory gave a fatal blow to the 
French armament. Cut off from all means of receiving ſupplies 
or reinforcements, the army of Egypt was reduced to a fituation of 


the utmoſt diſtreſs. Under theſe circumſtances, it was undoubt- 


edly deſirable, that they ſhould not effect their eſcape home at a 
moment when, partly from the effects of the climate, and partly 
from hoſtile operation, their condition appeared to be irretrievable. 
Neither was it for the intereſt of the Porte that they ſhould thus 
elcape, conſidering the unprovoked aggreſſion which they had made 
upon her territories, in violation of every principle of the law of 
nations, and in contempt of exiſting treaties between France and 
that country. With theſe ſentiments, therefore, the moment Go- 
vernment received intelligence that a treaty was negociating between 
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the Britiſh Commander, containing the only terms on. which he waz 
authoriſed to accede to it. They conſider that, to allow the 
French to remove with all the veſſels lying in the port of-Alexan. 


_ dria, and to go whitherſoever they pleaſed, were terms to which nei. 


ther their conduct, nor their ſituation at the time, entitled them. 
The Ottoman Porte probably wiſhed to get rid of them on any 
terms. But the Britiſh Government had to take a more extenſive 
view of the meaſure. They had to conſider what became us, not 
only as the ally of the Ottoman Porte, but as the ally of all the 
other powers engaged in the ſame conteſt, who had a ſtrong colla- 
teral intereſt in the terms of the treaty. It was their intereſt, as 
well as ours, that the French army ſhould not be landed on the 
ſhores of Europe as a hoſtile army ; and he would repeat, that it 
was not for the advantage of the Porte herſelf, that they ſhould em- 
bark without any reſtraint to their ſubſequent conduct. The in- 
vaſion of Egypt had been a favourite object with the French for 
nearly a century paſt ; and it was for the intereſt of the Turkiſh 
Empire, that they ſhould not conſider the conqueſt of that country 
as an object which they might at any time undertake with eaſe— 
truſting to the weakneſs of. that empire for ultimately effecling 
their purpoſe, or, if unſucceſsful in the attempt, for the power cf 
relinquiſhing it upon whatever terms they themſelves choſe to pre- 
ſcribe. It was undoubtedly the intereft of that nation, as well as 
of Great Britain, that the French ſhould not continue in Egypt; 
and under this impreſſion, the Government tranimitted to Lord 
Keith the terms on which they would conſent to its evacuation; and 
it was to be ſuppoſed that his Lordſhip would have commynicated 
them to the French and Ottoman Generals. They were written, 
however, at a time when no convention had been entered into, and 
It was imagined they could have arrived before any ſhould have been 
coneluded. It was foreign to the queſtion now before the Huuſe 
to examine who was to blame, as to the immediate reſumption of 
hoſtilities. It appeared, that the Ottoman Generafwiſhed to pro- 
Jong the armiſtice until the conſent of this country ſhould have been 
obtained to the treaty he had entered into. To this the French 
General objedted, and fix hours after he commenced an attack on 
the Ottoman army. But, however this queſticn was to be decided, 
it was one in which the character of the Britiſh Government was 
not implicated. If, as was alleged by General Kleber, the. Turkiſh 
army was impatient to obtain palſeſſion of Cairo, and he was 
obliged to repel the attempt by force, it was an affair with which 
we had nothing to do; and ſtill leſs was our honour involved, if 


as alleged on the other ſide, it was true that the French General bai 


ehievous 9 


"FT, > = — 
made a ſudden attack, at the moment when a hegotiation was car- 
rying on. He wiſhed that the French army ſhould ſurrendet 


themſelves priſoners of war; and that they ſhould not have the 
benefit of a treaty which, if a favourable moment occurred, they 


might break with as little ſeruple as they had broken the agreement 


entered into with reſpect to the ſeamen taken at Aboukir. Theſe 


ſeamen, it was ſolemnly ſtipulated, were not to ſerve againſt Eng- 
land or her allies until regularly exchanged; but they were no 


ſooner landed thari they were incorporated with the French army, 
and employed in extending their conqueſts in Egypt. It was our 
duty to prevent the repetition of ſo ſhameful a breach of faith, and 
to take care that our ally ſhould not fall into a ſimilar ſnare. As 
to the diſaſters which had befallen our ally, he would certainly ad- 
mit that a great ſlaughter had been made among the Ottoman 


troops; but he had good reaſon to believe that the enemy had ſuſ- _ 


tained a proportionate loſs. The fact, indeed, according to very 
recent intelligence, was, that the enemy had ſuffered to ſuch an ex- 
tent, as to induce their General to propoſe the renewal of the 
treaty, So far as the conduct of Sir Sidney Smith was concerned, 
he would ſay, that he conceived he acted from the pureſt and beſt 
of motives, for the good of his country ; but he muſt alfo ſay, that 
he had not the ſmalleſt authority for entering into any communica- 
tions with the French General ; fo that, even were the Government 


to refuſe their ſanction to a treaty ſo concluded; they would be 


ſtrictiy juſtified by the law of nations. The Government, how- 
ever, adopted a different line of conduct. The moment it appeared 
that a Britiſh officer had a ſhare in it, though unauthorized, and 
though the treaty was contraty to the intereſts of this country, and 
the French had partly carried it into execution, that moment they 
gave orders to acquieſce in it; and-it was highly probable that, by 
this time, the very treaty which they had diſapproved of; was in a 


train of being executed, from a punAilious attention, that no treaty . 


in which a Britiſh officer was concerned ſhould ſuffer any infringe- 


ment. From what he had now faid, the honourable gentleman - 


mult ſee, that the production of the inſtructions which he had moved 
for, without a variety of other papers, would not afford any far- 
ther information than the Houſe were already in poſſeſſion of; and 


*o produce, at 'the preſent moment, all. theſe papers, confiſting of 


communications with different officers, and our Ambaſſadors at the 
Porte and the Auſtrian Court, and involving intereſts of an i impor- 
tant and complicated nature, would be attended with the mei duk. 
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Mr. ROBSON faid, that the whole queſtion ſeemed to turn 

upon this, whether the paper he held in his hands (ſuppoſed to be a 
copy of the treaty between Sir Sidney Smith, the Porte, and France) 
was ſufficient to bind this country or not? if not, we were at war, 
he ſaid, with our allies. If the right honourable Secretary (Mr, 
Dundas) admitted this treaty, they could come to a coneluſion on 
the queſtion. Sir Sidney Smith was a Britiſh officer of confider- 
ation ; and there is no reaſon to believe that he would conclude 
ſuch a treaty unadviſedly. He readily admitted, that there was a 
conſiderable difficulty in getting the French out of Egypt ; and the 
Turks knew that too well, not to ſet a high value upon their depart- 
ure. The fact was this: the treaty was made, broken when con- 
venient, and our alliagce not rightly underſtood, or, if underſtood, 
not much regarded. But it was of a piece with that wiſe and dig- 
nified anſwer to Bonaparte; that anſwer which had made him the 
pacificator of Europe, inſtead of him whom his honourable friend 
had formerly propoſed, His Majeſty. This breach of treaty was 
not unlike that which happened before in Italy ; a fort would not 
ſurrender to the arms of the King oi Naples, but would ſurrender 
to a Britiſh force; on ſurrendering, itn were all murdered by the 
Neapolitans. 

Mr. NICHOLLS obſerved, that we now knew the fads of the 
caſe. His Majeſty's Miniſters, in contemplation that a treaty 
might be concluded between the Turks and French, ſent out orders 
to their Admiral not to obſerve that treaty. This practice, he con- 
tended, was not conſonant to the law of nations; and he put the 
caſe, if during the American war Lord Cornwallis's army had ſur- 
rendered to the Americans alone, under ſtipulation that they ſhould 
be allowed to return to Europe, and in this return had been inter- 
rupted by the French, would not that conduct have been a violation 
of the law of nations on the part of France, their allies ? and yct 
that was eèxactly the preſent caſe. But, even admitting that it was 
no breach of the law of nations, and looking only at the policy of 
the meaſure, what had been the conſequence ? The Turks had not 
recovered Egypt, and it was probable would not during the war.— 
True it was, the original orders were countermanded, but that coun- 
termand went too late. | 

Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, that in deciding upon the policy 


3 of the conduRt of the Britiſh Government on this occaſion, it was- 
-.  - noxyery e indid to be governed entirely by the events; for his own 
i part, he did not feel himſelf warranted in forming his judgment 
; upon Juch a bafis. The honourable gentleman appeared to him 
_ (conſidering how long he had lived in the world) to have been very 
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there were many circumſtances which it was impoſſible he ſhould 
be acquainted with, but which it was neceffary to know before a cor- 
rect judgment could be formed. The facts upon which the honour- 


able gentleman grounded his motion, all happened after Govern- 


ment had committed the act for which he now cenſured chem; but 
the whole foundation upon which he reſted had been taken away by 
what had fallen from the right honourable gentleman who replied 


to him. It did appear very ſtrange to him, that the Britiſh Govern- 
ment ſhould have been guilty of an infractionof a treaty ; and he con- 


feſſed he was not much inclined to give credit to it: but the anſwer 
of the right honourable gentleman had removed every doubt that could 
poſſibly exiſt upon the ſubject; and he had no doubt that the ho- 


nourable gentleman himſelf who made the motion would be candid . 
enough to confeſs himſelf ſatisfied, and to withdraw it. It was clear. 


beyond the poſſibility of eontradiction, that the orders ſent to Lord 
Keith were previous to the ſanctioning of the treaty by Sir Sidney 
Smith; but as ſoon as the Government of England knew that one of 
its officers had ſanRioned the treaty, even though by ſo doing he had 
excecded his power, they, with the greateſt honour and good faith, 
agreed to its execution. The Engliſh Government undoubtedly 


ated wiſely, becauſe it was better to facrifice partial intereſts, than 


to violate thoſe great principles which ought always to be held in- 
violable among nations. It was upon theſe motives that the Britiſh 
Miniſters had acted ; and they were, in his opinion, entitled to the 
higheſt praiſe, inſtead of deſerving the cenſure now propoſed. There 


was not the leaſt pretence for maintaining this motion upon the firſt 


ground which had been advanced, viz. that it was an infraction of 
a treaty ; and as to the other ground, viz, that Government had 
acted in an impolitie manner, he did not think the Houſe would be 
qualified to decide upon it, even if they had the papers which were 
now moved for, To enable gentlemen to judge fairly upon this 
ſubjeR, they ought to be in poſſeſſion of all that Government knew 
of the ſtate of the French in Egypt and in Europe ; they ought to 
know the ſtate of the Turkiſh forces, and their finances; they muſt 


know the ſtate of our forces ; they ought to know many things 


which it was obvious could not be communicated. In every point 
of view, therefore, in which this ſubje& could be conſidered, there 
was not the leaſt foundation for the motion. With reſpe& to the 
firſt charge, viz. the infraction of the treaty, that had been ſo fully 
anſwered, that it ſeemed to be almoſt given up; indeed it was im- 
poſſible there could be a difference of opinion upon the ſubject; 


277. 
haſty in making up his mind upon the ſubject; for undoubtedly. 


2nd as to the ſecond part of the queſtion, viz, whether Government 
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ated with policy or not, it could be no reaſon for acceding to this 
motion, becauſe the papers, if granted, would not be ſufficient to 
enable the Houſe to decide upon the ſubject. 

Mr. YORKE aid, that after what had fallen from the honour. 
able gentleman who ſpoke laſt, and the right hogourable Secretary, 
it was unneceffary fer him to treſpaſs upon the Houſe ; but he 
would merely make one obſcrvation with reſpect to dates. —The 
hbnourable gentlemen who had ſpoken on the other fide of the 
_ Houſe ſeemed to have completely miſtaken one fact: they ſeemed 
to think that it was after the concluſion of the treaty of Fl Ariſch 
that Government ſent the orders in queſtion to Lord Keith. This 
was by no means the fact, as would appear by compariſon of dates. 
The Government of England knew, from the intercepted letters, 
that it was the intention of the French to deceive the Turks by a 
ſhew of negotiation ; in conſequence of which, orders were ſent to 
our Commander in the Mediterranean to counteract their efforts. 
In this ſurely it could not be contended that Government bad not 


acted properly and wiſely. Nobody could entertain a higher opi- 


mon of Sir Sidney Smith than he did; and though he was con- 
viriced that officer aQed for the beſt, till he did not approve of his 
conduct upon this occaſion. He would put a caſe: — ſuppoſe an 
officer ſhould, in ſuch a ſituation, act from motives of private inte- 
reſt, and pledge his country to a treaty, it would not ſurely be 
contended that the country would be bound by ſuch a treaty. He 
merely put this as a poſſible cafe, without the moſt remote alluſion 
to the officer in queſtion, who had upon ſo many occafions honour- 


ably diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the ſervice of his country, and who, he 
was ſure, upon this oceaſion, as upon every other, acted upon the 


beit and pureſt motives. 

Mr. ROBSON explained. : — 

Mr. HOBHOUSE admitted, that the facts ſtated by the honour- 
able gentleman who ſpoke laſt were correct, and that there was no 
ground for charging the Government with an infraQion of the 
. treaty. There was one point, however, upon which he wiſhed to 
have a little more correct information.; and that was, why it was 


neceſſary to ſend out theſe orders, and whether they were ſent out 


to contradict orders of a different tendency previouſly given? It 
was obvious from ſome of the articles of the treaty, that the Turks 
were of opinion that the Engliſh were parties to the treaty; and this 


appeared to him a point upon which ſome explanation was neceflary. 
However, as the queſtion. ſtood now, he did not think there was 
any foundation for it, and therefore ſhould N to his honour- 


| dle friend to withdraw it. 


Jur. 
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Sir WM. PULTENEY was clearly of opinien that there wag 
no pretence for charging the Engliſh Government with an infraQtion 
of the treaty ; but there were ſome points which, in his opinion, 
required explanation. — He wiſhed to know, whether, in caſes of al- 
liances, it was uſual for one party hearing of one of its allics being 
about to make a treaty, not to remonſtrate with the State ſo going 
to make a treaty, but communicate in the firſt inſtance directly with 
the enemy? Inſtead of informing General Kleber that they would 
not conſent to the negotiation, he ſhould have thought that the re- 
gular way would have been to communicate with the Turkiſh Gor 
vernment. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that the honourable Baronet had 
taken for granted the very reverſe of what was the fact, The ho+ 
nourable Baronet had afſumed, as the foundation of his queſtjan, 
that no notice of the intention of the Britiſh Government had been 
communicated to the Turks. The fact was, that at the very time 
the orders were ſent to Lord Keith, ſimilar information was ſent to 
Lord Elgin, His Mzjcity's Miniſter at Conſtantinople, who was of 
courſe the proper perſon to communicate our intentian to the Turkiſh 
Government. And as to the direa communication which had 
been made to the enemy, it was a proof not only of the good faith, 
but of the ſcrupulous delicacy with which the Britiſh Government 
had ated. It ſhewed, that even if an event had taken place by 
which we could not be bound, we would not avail ourſelves of it, 
without giving, the enemy the earlieſt warning of our intentions, — 
There was as little difficulty in anſwering the queſtion propoſed by 
the honourable gentleman (Mr. Hobhouſe) as there was in ſolving 


the doubts of the honourable Baronet. The honourable gentleman 


ſeemed to ſuppoſe, that it was neceſſary to ſend out the orders in 
queſtion to Lord Keith, in conſequence of inſtructions of a contrary 
nature, having been previouſly ſent to the noble Admiral. He could 
aſſure that honourable gentleman, that until it was known that an 


application had been made on the part of the French for a negotia- 


tion, no authority had been given ; and as foon as it was known, 
the Britiſh Government took the earlieſt opportunity of expreſſing 
its determination on the ſubject. The anſwers which had been 
given to this motion were fo full, that it was almoſt unneceſſary 
for him to treſpaſs longer upon the Houſe. As to the infraQtion of 
the treaty, it was now given up; and with reſpect to the queſtion 
of policy, the Houſe certainly could not attempt to decide upon it 
without being in poſſeſſion of information which it was obvious 
could not now be given. But upon theſe facts, which were obvious 
to all the world, the oanduct of the Britiſh. Government was com · 
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pletely juſtified, (unleſs the Houſe added upon the narrow principle 
of judging by ſubſequent events); for it muſt be obvious to every 
man of obſervation, that there was no other ſpot in which, under all 
the circumſtances of the cafe, ſo many thouſand French troops 
could act with ſo little danger to the common cauſe. With reſpe& 
to the convention entered into by the officer alluded to, moſt un- 
doubtedly, in point of ſtrictneſs, the Engliſh Government was not 


bound by it— But as ſoon as Miniſters were appriſed that the 


French had acted upon it, they gave it their ſanction. It would 
be a moſt dangerous and deſtruQive principle, if it was conſidered 
as a matter of courſe, that when an officer without authority pledged 
his Government, it was to be binding. Undoubtedly, the flighteſt 
imputation could not be thrown upon ſo eminent and diſtinguiſhed 
an officer as Sir Sidney Smith, even though it might be thought 
that the balance of circumſtances might have led to a different con- 
clufion from that which he had formed. Yet ſuch was the high 


eſtimation in which he held the Judgment of that officer, that he 


was inclined to be diffident of his own opinions when they differed, 
But whether in this inſtance he had acted right or wrong, there could 


not be the ſlighteſt doubt that he had aQcd from thoſe patriotic 


motives which muſt always actuate one of the moſt animated minds, 
and one of the moſt illuſtrious champions of his country's glory. He 
felt himſelf happy in taking this opportunity of paying what he con- 
fidered a juft tribute to that gallant officer. 

Mr. JONES faid, that the buſineſs ought to be probed to the 
bottom ; and with this view he would take an early opportunity of 
moving for the whole of the papers relative to it. But, in conſe- 
quence of the recommendation of his honourable friend (Mr. Hob- 
houſe), and what had fallen from gentlemen on the other fide, he 
would now move for leave to withdraw his preſent motion. 

Mr. TIERNEY begged leave to ſtate, that he was not ſatisfied 
with the explanations which had been given ; but he would re- 
ſerve the expreſſion of his ſentiments until his honourable friend 


| ſhould bring forward the motion of which he had now given notice. 


The motion was then withdrawn. 
The MASTER OF THE ROLLS moved the order of the 
day for the third reading of the bill to prevent accumulation of pro- 
by teſtamentary deviſes. 
Mr. BUXTON faid, he muſt renew his oppofition to this bill. 


| He was afraid that it would tend to produce many inconveniences 


both to the public and to individuals. He thought the evil very 
unlikely againſt which the bill was intended to provide, that a per- 
ſon fhouſd Kerp up a property ſo large as to be in any degree dan- 
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gerous to the State. No man could continue to accumulate ſuch a 
fortune, without being callous to all the natural feelings which bind 
r:an to man, and without being actuated by a wild ambition, fruit- 
leſs and abſurd. The Jaw at preſent wiſely allowed people to enjoy 
a great dominion over their property this tended to attach them to 
their country and its conſtitution ; but if this power were curtailed, 
ſuch attachment would be proportionably weakened. This power 
perſons pofleſſed over their property was a ſtimulus to induſtry ; and 
even ſuppoſing the motive that led to accumulation of property to be 
weak and fooliſh, yet if it did no injury to the State, it ought not to 
be diſcouraged. He alſo ſaw various inconveniences reſulting from 
the operation of the preſent bill ſuch as had been particularly no- 

ticed by him in a former ſtage of diſcuſſion ; and after recapitulating 
theſe, he (aid he muſt object to the paſſing 7 a bill of ſuch impor- 
tance, in ſo thin a Houſe, and at fo late a period of the ſeſſion. 

The MAS TER OF THE ROLLS agreed fo far with the ho- 
hourable gentleman, that he did not with the bill to paſs in ſo thin a 
Houſe ; at the ſame time he muſt obſerve, that the bill had been 
well conſidered, and had not been preſſed through either Houſe 
with precipitation : it had been ſubmitted to every learned Judge, 
and had been propoſed with a view to correct exiſting abuſes, and 
the extent of the abuſe of the power exiſting in'teſtators. From a 
late deciſion, it was. evident that the exiſting law on the ſubject re- 
quired amendment; added to which, there was ground to believe, 
that, in coriſcquence of that deciſion, the example referred to was 
expected to be followed by others for the purpoſe of gratifying 
their inordi nate vanity, and would prove detrimental to the intereſt 
of the State. 

Colonel ELFORD d, he wiſhed the bill to be 3 to 
the next ſeſſion. The evils that might poſſibly arile, were not 
ſuch as called for an immediate deciſion. 

The motion for the third reading of the bill now was then nega- 
tived, and, after ſome converſation, it was agreed that the bill be 
tead a third time on Monday next. 


. ; * 
— * * end 91911 
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The royal affent was given, by commiſſion, to 35 public ans 
private bills; among the former were—the Vellum and Parch- 
ment Duty Bill the Scots Diſtilleties Duty the Land- tax Com- 
miſſioners— the Perfumery Duties * Waſte Paper — che 
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' Militia Subaltern Allowance —Weſt-India Governors Indemnity 
the Army Bread Supply—the Bread Aſſize—the London Small 
Debts — and the Collieries Regulation bills. 

The Lords Commiſſioners on this occaſion were, the Lozxp 
CHANCELLOR, the Duke of RoxBURGH, and the Marquis of 
SALISBURY. 

The Duke of BEDToxp moved that there be laid before the 
Houſe a liſt of the ſubſcribers, and ſundry other documents relative 
to the bill for the eſtabliſhment of a company for the manufaQure 
of flour, bread, &.; all which were ordered. 

The Duke of BEDFORD next called the attention of their 
Lordſhips to the reſolutions reſpecting incloſure bills, the farther 
conſideration of which had been poſtponed. This, he obſerved, 
had been partly done in conſequence of their not having the report 
of the Committee of Waſte Lands earlier up from the Commons; 
and though the particulars of the evidence given before that Com- 

. mittee had not yet been brought up, ſtill, under the circumſtances 
of the caſe, and in conſideration of what had fallen from the noble 
and learned Lord on the ſubject on a former evening, to which he 

had fince moſt attentively turned his mind, he deemed it proper to 
come forward then; and, with certain ſlight amendments, which he 
thought calculated to obviate the moſt pointed objections, he would 
preſs the adoption of the reſolution. His Grace then expatiated on 
the propriety of the Legiſlature ſpeedily taking ſome ſteps therein; 
commented, in detail, on what had fallen from a learned Lord on 
the woolſack, and particularly adverted to the circumſtance of the 
penalties of perjury not attaching to thoſe who made falſe affidavits 
under the regulations in queſtion. That was a circumſtance much 
to be lamented. However, the deficiency, he obſerved, might caſily 
be remedied by a future legiſlative meaſure; and in the report of 
the Committee ſomething of that nature was ſuggeſted. With re- 
ſpect to a general act, his Grace ſeemed to agree in what had fallen 
from the noble and learned Lord in regard to the effect of the ge- 
neral highway act. However, on that he did not lay much ſtreſs, 
as reſolutions ſerioufly agreed to, and thoroughly underſtood by 
both Houſes, he thought, would have the deſired effect; and, in 
that view, he ſhould recommend the adoption of thoſe upon the 
table. His Grace concluded by propofing ſome amendments to the 
. Firſt and laſt reſolution; which paſſed ſub flentio. The reſolutions, 
ſo amended, were agreed to, and a meffage ordered to be ſent to the 

Commons, acquaiuting them that their Lordſhips had agrecd t0 
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The Biſhop of ROCHESTER requeſted the attention of their 
Lordſhips to a very few but important obſervations, which he ſhould 
offer previous to the order of the day being entered upon. He 
faid, the ſubjeQ he ſhould advert to, was one which had engaged 
much of the public attention, and was on that ground alone not un- 
worthy the conſideration of that Houſe. It was rumoured abroad, 
he underſtood, that the adultery bill, which not long ſince paſſed that 
Houſe, had been rejected by the Commons without its contents be- 
ing inveſtigated, or even ſent to a Committee. On this report he 
ſhould make no comment, but obſerve, that with their Lordſhips 
the bill experienced no ſuch treatment ; nothing of ſuch a tendency 
had been ſuggeſted even by the oppoſers of the bill; all of them 
joined the ſupporters of the meaſure in reprobating the crime of 
adultery, and in deeming it deſerving puniſhment. Had it been ulti- 
mately rejected in that Houſe, the circumſtance of the bill's paſſing 
through its regular ſtages, together with the nature of the debates 
upon it, would have prevented its going abroad, that tt e Houſe of 
Lords thought that adultery was a thing which ought not to be pu- 
niſhed or prevented ; ſuch concluſions could not poſſibly be drawn. 
With reſpe& to the general ſubject, he obſerved, that although for 
the preſent ſeſſion the object of the ſupporters of the bill was out ”" 
their reach, yet he thought it proper, for the conſolation of the pub- 
lic, with regard to the general intereſts of morality and the honour 
of the Legiſlature, to declare, however in the preſent inſtance the 
bill 'was loſt, its advocates would not ſuffer the matter to reſt. 
What ſpecific meaſures were intended to be propoſed he ſhould not 
ſay ; but ſomething certainly ſhould be done by the ſupporters of 
the bill to the ſame general effect. With reſpect to one promi- 
nent feature of the bill, that which went to reſtrain the marriage of 
the adultreſs, the Houſe had already much in its power, which it 
would do well to cxert with a reference to the conſervation of pub- 
lie morals, and in which view he thought the public ſhould be 
loudly told, that with reſpect to future petitions for divorce bills in 
that Houſe, the. ſtricteſt ſcrutiny ſhould obtain, and the merits of 
each individual caſe ſhould be rigidly inveſtigated ; and he hoped 
that the counſel for the petitioners would be given to underſtand, 
that henceforth their Lordſhips would expe& from them the moſt 
ſubſtantial proof. He was afraid that hitherto the Houſe had 
been rather too eaſy in ſuch caſes ; there had been inſtances where 
the petitioners, conſcious of the injuſtice of their caſe, had declined 
appearing at the bar. There were other inſtances within his own 
recollection, in which counſel having gone through what they thought 
"Om proof of their caſes, 05. being aſked what further evi- 

O-''A 


284 PARLIAMENTARY [Loxys, 


dence they had to adduce, expreſſed their ſurpriſe at ſuch queſtions, 
ſaying, it was all they thought they were expected to produce at 
that bar—that farther particulars might ſhock the delicacy of their 
Lordſhips, and that amply detailed proof had been exhibited in the 
eccleſiaſtical and other inferior courts. He hoped another line of 
conduct would be exacted from theſe gentlemen in future. With 
reſpeR to the proof offered in the eccleliaſtical courts, and duly laid 
before that Houſe, it was merely to ſhew that grounds exiſted for 


entertaining a bill, and no more ;—it was not for their Lordſhips 


to decide upon any other than evidence offcred at their own bar, 
He deemed it proper to threw out theſe obſervations, to let all con- 
cerned underſtand that thoſe things were in future likely to undergo 
a ſevere ſcrutiny, and, as far as poſſible, to prevent any petitioner 
from approaching that bar, but thoſe perfectly pure from the i impu- 
tation of colluſion, or other unjuſtifiable circumſtances. 

Lord HOLLAND roſe, in purſuance of the intimation that he 
had given on a former evening, to move for the production of what 
he conſidered as an important document. The late unfortunate 

events in Egypt were, he ſaid, of public notoricty ; and it was equally 
Notorious that to the inſtructions ſent out to the commander of the 
Mediterranean fleet, (upon either an cfficer or an individual he 
meant not the leaſt cenſure,) were to be attributed the great Navghter 
of our allies, and the poſſeſſion of Egypt being ſtill with the 
French. He was aware that it might be objected to him, that nv 
breach of convention cauld be attributed to the commander of the 
flect in queſtion: that, however, made no part of his conſideration, 
he only aſked for information on the ſubject; but would obferce, 
that it was evident that whenever peace ſhould be concluded with 
France, if ever that invaluable bleſſing was to be obtained, Fegvpt's 
remaining in the puſiciſon of the latter country would be the mere 
conſequence of theſe inſtructions. If orders to the effect which was 
generally underſtoud were tranſmiticd, upon what pcf}ible grounds 
of policy or prudence could they have been dictated, that had not 
the knowledge of the relative fituaiions of the contending powers in 
Egypt for its guide? Could it be urged an the part of Miniſters, 
that they poſſeſſed more local or immediate knowledge of the cir- 
cumſtances in queſtion than did Sir Sidney Smith? He conceived 
it difficult, indeed, for Miniſters to avoid a great weight of reſponſi- 
bility on this occaſion, and concluded by moving an addreſs to His 
Majeſty, praying, © That there may be laid before this Houſe, 
copies of the inſtructions ſent out to the commander of the Medi- 


: terranean fleet, relatiye to the evacuation of Egypt by the F re 
army.“ 
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Lord GREN VILLE expreſſed his ſatisfaction that he was not 
called upon to juſtify a breach of faith, as the noble Lord himſelf 
ſeemed to admit that no breach of faith exiſted in the caſe. The 
motion, however, was for the production of a paper which, he muſt 
contend, even had he no objeQion to offer io its publicity, would, 
according to the tendency of the noble Lord's argument, be ſufficient 
to ground any ſubſequent proceeding of the Houſe upon. The cafe 
in queſtion referred to two points, and was to be conſidered partly 
with regard to ſubſequent events, and partly with reſpect to the 
information poſſefſed by His Majeſty's Government. He did not 
conceive how the papers moved for related to either of thoſe, nor 
conſequently how they could lead to the concluſion the noble Lord 
withed to draw. Before their Lordſhips could agree to ſuch a mo- 
tion, they ſhould be prepared to ſay they would follow it up while 
the matter was yet pending or in a train of negotiation, and call 
for the particulars of what paſſed ; or to have laid before them a 
conjectural account of the relative ſtate of the contending powers in 
that quarter, or of the means of offence and defence poſſeſſed by 
each, If thoſe were not intended, then the motion would be at 
leaſt nugatory ; therefore, if ſuch a one was put, he held it his 
duty to give it a decided negative, as one improper to be made, as, 
if agreed to, leading to points which it would be moſt dangerous to 
diſcloſe. 

Lord HOLLAND in reply contended, that it was competent to 
any Member of Parliament to move for the produQtion of any pa- 
pers without the leaſt reference to the conduct or feelings of others, 
when he thought ſuch produQion would tend to the public good. 
In the preſent caſe, he ſaid, it reſted with Miniſters to prove, that 
the publicity of the paper would be detrimental to the public ſer- 
vice; if nugatory, as the noble Lord contended, that would appear 
on the face of it; and with reſpe& to ſubſequent events, which Mi- 
niſters diſclaimed all reſponſibility for, an inquiry would evince 
whether or not theſe were in confequence of a breach of the con- 
vention. It was a new poſition that in parliamentary proceedings 
any particular ſtep was to be reſiſted, or paper refuſed, unleſs they 
were prepared to go all lengths: that he muſt pointedly deny; 
for, if admitted, the Houſe would give up almoſt wholly that con- 
ſtitutional principle of jealouſy with which it ſhould uniformly re- 


in every poſition he had advanced, and thought the production of 


attended with national advantage. He ſhould therefore perſiſt in 


gard the conduct of Miniſters. He differed with the noble Lord 


the paper would, even on the principle held out by Minifters, be 
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| his motion, but not trouble their Lordſhips by taking the ſenſe of 
the Houſe upon it, ; 
The order of the day, on which the Lords were ſummoned, being 
now read, | 
Lord HOLLAND roſe to make his promiſed motion relative 
to the prorogation of Parliament. He obſerved, that however 
widely he had differed from thoſe who had in the beginning of the 
preſent year ranſacked dictionaries to find out terms of reproach 
againſt the perſon who was at the head of affairs in France; yet, 
differing in opinion as he then did from His Majeſty's Miniſters, he 
could not with indifference behold one man,. and that man one of 
the firſt military geniuſes in the world, in the poſſeſſion of greater 
power than any man ever poſſeſſed in Europe fince the days of 
Charlemagne, He believed that there was not a noble Lord in 
that Houſe, that there was even one of His Majeſty's Miniſters, 
who did not repent of the anſwer which had been made to the 
overtures that had lately come from France, The conduct of 
Miniſters in rejecting tho overtures was not near ſo cenſurable 
as the manner in which they were rejected. A moſt reproachful, 
galling and irritating anſwer was ſent, which could have no 
other effe& than that of promoting the views of Bonaparte in the 
fulleſt extent. What end could it have anſwered to have deſired 
Bonaparte to give up the power he had uſurped, and reſtore the mo- 
narchy of France, the moſt inveterate enemy that ever Great Bri- 
tain had? to reſtore that line of princes ©* who had maintained the 
country in peace at home and reſpectability abroad.” Let noble 
Lords only ſee how this reſpeQability was maintained by the illuſ- 
trious deſcendant of the Houſe of Bourbon who now filled the 
throne of Spain, and by the King of Naples. But what were the 
conſequences of this moſt injudicious. anſwer f It enabled Eons- 
parte to raiſe an immenſe army, by which he had made himſelt 
maſter of the moſt important part of Italy, and completely deſtroyed 
the hopes, which. might otherwiſe have been juſtly formed, of gain- 
ing a majority of the people of France to favour the views of the 
allies, When this ſubject was diſcuſſed on a farmer occaſion, it 
Vas argued, that Bonaparte was not ſincere ; and this was the point 
chiefly dwelt on. If Miniſters really thought at that time that he 
was infincere was it not their duty to expoſe his inſincerity to the 
whole world? and how was that to be done, but by liſtening to his 
overtures ? Very different, indeed, was this conduct from whit 
had been purſued by Miniſters at the time of the negotiations at 
Liſle, after which His Majefty declared he would be always ready 
to meet any diſpoſition on the part of the enemy to negotiate at a) 


jut 
futt 
wit 
tem 
cha 
at E 
pite 
mer 
lian 
tene 
cou! 
vok 
mer 
nob 
this 
ſhou 
who 
mea 
conf 
per 
ever 
beſt 
was 
tran{ 
in o 
quiri 
awar 
ing 1 
perfe 
alſo 
Woul 
noble 
wou! 
coun 
Woul 
himſ 
ſitti n 
but i 


Joty 9. DEBATES. 287 


future period. This opportunity preſented itſelf, and was rejected 
with ſcorn. This conduct was only to be accounted for by the 
temper of thoſe who were the adviſers of His Majeſty, in whoſe 
character the moſt diſtinguiſhed feature was that of being depreſſed 
at every reverſe of good fortune, and elevated to an unwarrantable | 
pitch at every circumſtance that turned out favourably, In thoſe 
men, however, who had acted thus raſhly and injudiciouſly, Par- 
liament had placed a blind and ſtupid confidence, which he con- 
tended ought to be withdrawn. It was impoſſible that ſuch men 
could ever negotiate for peace with an enemy whom they had pro- 
voked and irritated by the fouleſt abuſe. It was time for Parlia- 
ment to place its confidence in other men. He perccived that ſome 
noble Lords ſmiled at this obſervation ; what was he to infer from 
this, but that of its being an expreſſion of aſtoniſhment that he 
ſhould mention ſuch a thing. - Did the noble Secretary of State, 
who uſed to ſpeak in fuch high tones in praiſe of the Conſtitution, 
mean to inſinuate that Parliament had not a right to withdraw its 
confidence from the Minifters of the Crown, and recommend other 
perſons to fill their places? He believed, if ſuch a doctrine was 
ever attempted to be maintained, there would be an end of all the 
beſt parts of the Conſtitution, and of the Conſtitution itſelf. It 
was abſolutely neceſſary, that, during the important events now 
tranſacting on the Continent, the Parliament ſhould continue ſitting, 
in order to give ſuch advice to His Majeſty, and make ſuch in- 
quiries, as the courſe of events ſhould render neceſſary. He was 
aware that this would be objected to, on the ground of its interfer- 
ing with the prerogative of the Crown : but ſuch interference was 
perfectly conformable to the practice of the Conſtitution. It might 
alſo be objected to, on the ground of the perſonal inconvenience it 
would cauſe to many noble Lords ; but he was ſure that every 
noble Lord who ſhould think a meaſure of this kind neceſſary, 
would cheerfully make thoſe ſacrifices which the intereſt of his 
country might call for; and he aſſured the Houſe, that nobody 
would do ſo more readily, though with more inconvenience, than 
himſelf. He thought it neceſſary that Parliament ſhould continue 
fitting, not only to be at its poſt during the preſent-alarming crifis, 
but in order to enter into an inquiry concerning the conduct of Mi- 
nifters, who had been unſucceſsful in all their military operations 
againſt the enemy, who had been ftill more unſucceſsful with regard 
to the hopes which they taught the public to entertain from the co- 
Operation of our allies, and who had made ſuch erroneous calcula- 
tions as to their ſtrength. He 'knew very well; that no human 
knowledge could foreſee future events, fo as to tell. poſitively what 
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muſt happen. - He did not find fault with Miniſters for not foreſee. 
ing the events of the campaign; but for the very reverſe—for hay. 
ing pretended to foreſee that the campaign would be favourable, 
Upon all theſe grounds he conceived that an inquiry into their 
conduct was abſolutely neceſſary, and that, in order that Parliament 
ſhould have an opportunity of inſtituting it, it ought "to continue 
fitting. He ſhould therefore move, That an humble addreſs be 
preſented to His Majeſty, praying that His Majeſty will be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed not to prorogue the Parliament in the preſent awful 
ſituation of the country.” | 

Lord GRENVILLE ſaid, that a conſiderable part of what the 
noble Lord had argued with ſo much warmth, might readily be 
conceded ; that it was the province of Parliament to watch over 
the conduct of Miniſters, and to offer ſuch advice to His Majeſty 
as circumſtances might call for, and even to addreſs His Majeſty for 


their removal if they ſaw fit; but if his Lordſhip meant that 
it was the province of Parliament to inſpeR, dired, and controul 


the operation of war, he would not ſay merely that it was more 
adviſeable that the immediate ſervants of His Majeſty ſhould un- 
dertake this with the reſponlibility attached to their fituation ; but 
he muſt aſſert, that it would be far better that any five men in 
either Houſe ſhould undertake this, than that ſuch deliberations 
ſhould be directly carried on in Parliament, conſtituted in the man- 
ner that the two Houſes were. The noble Lord had complained 
of what he ſtyled the miſerable ſyſtem of confidence given to His 


Majeſty's Miniſters ; but this was only equivalent to a wiſh that 


there might be a ſubſtitution of confidence by a change of adminiſ- 
tration ; for it was evident that no Executive Government could 
exiſt without ſharing in the confidence of Parliament and the pub- 
lie. The ulterior ooject of the preſent motion appeared to be nothing 
elſe than that of effecting a change of adminiſtration : and what 
were the charges that had been adduced ? Miniſters had been 
equally criminated for the two extremes of obſtinacy and of imbe- 


cility ; but what was the fair and candid inference to be drawn 


from accuſations made of ſuch an oppoſite nature, but that, ſicering 
clear of each of theſe extremes, the meaſures of adminiſtration 
were guided by wiſdom and moderation? The noble Lord had 
particularly and ſeverely reflected on His Majeſty's Miniſters for 
diſſuading Parliament from liſtening to the overtures of Bonaparte 
to open a negotiation for peace. The grounds on which that re. 
fuſal was built, were recorded by their Lordſhips—[Here Lord 
Grenville recapitulated the arguments uſed on that, occaſion, de- 
rived from the precatious nature of the new government of Fd 
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to treat for, or to maintain, a ſolid peace, &. But the noble Lord 
had adverted to the ſubſequent ſucceſs of Bonaparte, and to his con- 
tinuance in power to the preſent period, and had argued a want of 
foreſight in the Executive Government, in refuſing to treat with 
that perſon. To this want of foreſight, as ſtated by the noble Lord, 
he, for one, was ready to plead guilty. He had no heſitation to 
acknowledge, that-he did not then foreſee that Bonaparte, eſcaping 
as he had done from Egypt, ſhould arrive at ſuch a critical period in 
Paris, when the power of the Directory was on the wane, and when 
he ſhould eaſily ſucceed in ereRing his military deſpotiſm on the 
ruins thereof, He did not then forcſee the ſubſequent events which, 
it would ſeem, have taken place in Italy ; nor could it well have 
been apprehended, that the Auſtrian arms, guided by a military 
commander of great ſkill and experience, and in poſſeſſion of fo 
many ſtrong places, ſhould have ſuffered ſuch a reverſe of fortune. 
Nor, upon the ſuppoſition of a change of adminiſtration to-morrow, 
did he ſuppoſe any one man could be found, who could either fore- 
ſee, or would chooſe to become reſponſible for particular events 
which might occur in the courſe of an extenſive war, or for the con- 
duct of our allies in the proſecution of it. 

The noble Lord had likewiſe thought fit to aſſume, as the ground 
of his crimination of Miniſters, two things, which he muſt take the 
liberty to deny ; the one was, that the anſwer given to the overtures 
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K of Bonaparte was of an inſulting nature; the other, that the ac- | \ 
18 1 
1 ceptanee of theſe overtures would have led to a ſecure peace. He T6 
F | would not needleſsly employ the time of the Houſe in repeating the H k 
1 F ſubſtance of that anſwer, which had met with the decided approba- * J 
b. tion of Parliament in a former debate upon that ſubject; but he bi 


would advance a ftep farther, and tell the noble Lord, that with all 


cerning the hard-fought battle of Marengo, it would ſeem that, 
Vol. XII. = 2, | 


N the advantage he had derived from the knowledge and experience y { | 
5 of ſubſequent events ſinee that period, no other anſwer was proper to 1 
5 be given, or could have been returned. His Lordſhip, adverting #1 | 
. to the reverſes in the ſueceſs of the Auſtrian arms, ſaid, he muſt $ ( 
* then do what he had again and again done in that Houſe, diſclaim 1 
= all reſponſibility as to the conduct or councils of foreign powers: | | 
wy he could only argue and decide from the preſent diſpoſition of their i m 
" Governments, as conneQed with what appeared to be their re- 2M 
5 ſpective intereſts. At preſent we were not poſſeſſed of ſufficient J 
_ documents by which to form an accurate judgment of the ſentiments +W 
od and determination of Auſtria; the late events in Italy had not been [5 4 
0 officially communicated ; but if it were fair to form a judgment 1 
— from the ſtatement given by the enemy's General (Berthier) con- F 
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during many hours of obſtinate conteſt, the victory hung long in 
ſuſpenſe: the reſult, it was true, proved unfavourable to our allies; 
but had it proved otherwiſe, as might well have been expected, he 
thought little ſhort of the total ruin of the French army muſt have 
enſued. Was it fit then, under all the relative circumſtances in 
which this country was placed at the preſent moment, that the 
ſeſſion of Parliament ſhould be declared permanent; that that 
Houſe ſhould take the buſinefs of the Executive Government out 
of its hands ; or that, from the momentary advantage which the 
enemy had obtained— not over this country, but over the arms of 
its allies, the ſpirit of the country ſhould be depreſſed, its efforts 
paralyſed, the line of conduct which it had hitherto purſued altered, 
or the engagements which it had formed with its allies diſannulled 
and broken ? He could not admit the idea for a moment, that the 
Houſe would adopt ſo monſtrous a propoſition. For what purpoſe 


© then did the noble Lord wiſh the interference of that Houſe in ad- 


dreſſing His Majeſty to declare the fitting of Parliament permanent! 
Was it that they might call the Auſtrian General to their bar, and 
decide on his conduct, and that with a view of deciding, not on his 
conduct, but on that of His Majeſty's Miniſters ? Lord Grenville 


concluded with giving his decided opinion, that no advantage would 


reſult from acceding to the preſent motion; and that it would only 
ſerve to convey to Europe the idea that the ſpirit of this country 
was broken down, and that it was willing to yield to deſpondeney. 
Lord HOLLAND, in reply, remarked on the noble Lord's hav- 
ing boaſted of the ſucceſs which had attended the meaſures of Ad- 
miniſtration during this war; but denied that any ſucceſs or acqui- 
ſition of territory in India had compenſated for the diſgrace and ruin 
which their conduc had occaſioned to this country elſewhere. He 
had not charged on His Majeſty's Miniſters as a crime, that they 
had not foreſeen events which had afterwards occurred in the pro- 
greſs of the war; but he did think that they were culpable, if they 


did not take into their calculation the probability of the defection of 


our allies, as a motive to induce them to liſten to propoſed overs 
tures for a negotiation of peace; and ſurely it was a want of that 
forelight which prudence and wiſdom ſhould have imparted, not to 
perceive the probability that Faance would ſucceed in her renewed 
efforts, in the event of her propoſed negotiation being broken off. 

The queſtion being called for, the Houſe divided. Againſt the 
Majority, 24. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wedneſday, Fuly 9. 


A meſſage from the Lords required the attendance of the Houſe 
in the Houſe of Peers, to hear the royal affent given to the follow- 
ing bills : the Scotch Diſtillery bill, the Stamp Duty bill, and ſe- 
veral private bills. 

Mr. ABBOTT faid, it appeared from accounts that were pre- 
ſented to the Houſe, that a ſaving of ſeven or eight millions had 
accrued to the nation from the exchange which had been made of 
His Majeſty's hereditary prep-rty for a permanent civil liſt, He 
wiſhed that the Houſe ſhould know how that ſaving aroſe. Two 
millions had been ſaved during the adminiftration of Lord North, 
as appeared by an account then preſented. From that period, the 
advantage had been progreſſive. He therefore moved, as a prelimi- 
nary meaſure, that the account preſented by Lord North, on the 
gth of April 1777, reſpeQing His Majeſty's hereditary property, 
ſhould be printed. —Ordered. 

Mr. STURGES moved the order of the day for the further pro- 
ceeding on the New Foreſt bill. The order was then read for the 
third reading. 

Sir FRANCIS BURDETT JONES aid, that in this bill, 
which His Majeſty's Miniſters were paſling, the public advantage 
was in reality no more than a pretence : they had another object in 
view; and that object was, to give to the Secretary of the Treaſury an 
influence in Hampſhire. Such a bill as this was brought in before ; 
and was thrown out, on the juſt objections of the tendency it had to 
erect an undue influence, by turning copyhold eſtates into freeholds. 
It had, beſides, a direct tendency to attack the rights of commons, 
&c. ; and though only one or two petitions were received againſt it, 
yet it was impoſſible not to believe, that a conſiderable number of 
ſmall men, having rights of common through ſo large a tract of 
country, wuſt be aggrieved and ruined by it. Such was its ten- 
dency, that this uſeful race of men muſt be deſtroyed ; and this was 
a loſs that the country would feel much more ſeverely than any loſs 
from its decay of timber. Beſides, on the very face of the bill there 
was ſomething that wore the air of a job, giving all rights into the 
hands of commiſſioners, to be decided on under the colour of pro- 
curing forage for the deer in wimer ; which, from the ſmallneſs of 
ſuch a ſupply as four hundred acres would furniſh, he was ſtrongly 
inclined to conſider as a complete job. He would, on thoſe grounds, 
oppoſe its procceding any further. | 
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Mr. ROSE ſaid, he felt himſelf called upon, from the cloſe 
alluſion made by the honourable Baronet to him, to ſay a few 
words; and, firſt, on the intereſt ſaid to be created by this bill, he 
would but juſt obſerve, that it was impoſſible for the honourable 
Baronet, on reading it, to ſay that this intereſt was created. A 
number of gentlemen, having ſmall tracts on the foreſts, were called 
upon to exchange land on the foreſt for other land ; and in this he 
(Mr. Roſe) had not the remoteſt intereſt that could by any means 
Juſtify ſuch an aſſertion; and he defied either the ingenuity or ma- 
lice of man to impute, upon the leaſt conſideration, ſuch a charge 
to him; and in this aſſertion he hoped he would be believed. He 
would not take up the time of the Houſe ; but he would now aſk 
(in reference to what counſel had ſaid) how copyholds were to be 
created ? how the Crown was to have the power of ſelling free- 
holds ? or how the cottage was to be put into a worſe ſituation than 
before? The bill was abſolutely neceſſary for preſerving and pro- 
moting the growth of timber in the New Foreſt, by preventing the 
injury it might receive from the brouſing of deer, which does mate- 
rial damage to the trees. The bill did not throw the full deciſion 
into the hands of commiſſioners ; but gave the choice of a ſum- 
mary deciſion by commiſſioners for the trial by jury. He then 
recapitulated the further objections ſtated at the bar; which he 
explained and removed; and inſiſted that the bill gave no new 
right, unleſs it could be conſidered, that what could before be in- 
"cloſed for timber, was now to be incloſed for the deer of the foreſt, 
and that did nor exceed four hundred acres ; and deſiring gentlemen 


who may have property on the borders of the ſoreſt, to purchaſe 
lots of land on fair and equitable terms. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, that knowing the Houſe was ſhortly to 
enter upon the diſcuſſion of a highly momentous queſtion, he would 
endeavour to compriſe within a ſmall compaſs his obſervations 
againſt this bill. But before he ſtated his arguments againſt the 
meaſure itſelf, he would beg leave to remove one impreſſion which 
might tend to prejudice the petitioner (Mr. Scott) who had been 
heard laſt night at the bar. It was ſaid, and it would no doubt be 
ſaid again, that there was but one petitioner againſt the bill, and 
that the property of that gentleman was ſo ſmall, that. he had few 
rights to loſe. Mr. Hobhouſe declared that he was perſuaded the 
Houſe would not ſhew leſs attention to the prayer of an individual 
whoſe intereſt was inconſiderable, than to one whoſe claims were of 
a greater extent. He would not heſitate to make that aſſertion, be- 
cauſe he had ſeen frequent - proofs of the juſtice and-liberality of a 
Britiſh Parliament. But the fact was, that Mr, Scott was not the 
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only petitioner ; the Ducheſs of Bolton had EIN in the ſame 
character, and many others would alſo have ſtood forward, had they 
been aware in ſufficient time how detrimental this bill would prove 
to their property. Mr. Scott had ſtated, in his petition, that until 
the 3oth of June he had not heard of the meaſure now under diſ- 
cuſſion ; and the Ducheſs of Bolton had aſſerted her entire igno- 
rance of it until a very few days ago. But now, ſaid Mr. Hob- 
houſe, let us attend to a letter which I have myſelf regeived from a 
gentleman who, though unknown to me, is not, I dare ſay, un- 
known to the honourable Secretary (Mr. Roſe), for he lives at no 
great diſtance from that honourable gentleman. The gentleman 
who has favoured me with this letter is Mr. Charles Biddlecombe, 
of Burton, near Chriſt Church. Mr. Hobhouſe here read the letter 
very diſtindly, which was in the following terms: 


TO 
SIR, 


U beg leave to return you my fincere thanks, in common with many 
of my friends, for your oppoſition to the New Foreſt bill now before the 
Houſe of Commons. We feel greatly indebted to you for thus endea. 
vouring to prevent this unfair and unjuſt deprivation of-our rights. Many 
claimants, together with myſelf, would have petitioned the Houſe againſt * 
the meaſure, as Mr. Scott did; but the bill was brought in without con- 
ſulting any who have privileges attached to property near the New Fo. 
reſt, and was in its ſecond ſtage, ſo that we thought all oppoſition would 
be fruitleſs ; ; and further conceived, as it had gone through a Commit. 
tee, its principles had been admitted to be proper. We yet hope the bu- 
| fineſs may be delayed in the Commons; but if not, we truſt we yet have 

an opportunity of preſenting a petition againſt it in the Houſe of Lords. 
As a total ſtranger, I beg to * for chis intrufion, and in my name, 
for many friends, thank you for thus endea vouring to preſerve the privi- 


leges attached to our property ; and beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelt your 
very obliged, humble ſervant, 


HOBHOUSE, ESQ. M. r. LONDON. 


CuARLES BIDDLIcoMBE. 
Burton, near Chriſt Church, Hants, 


July 6, 1800. 


Would gentlemen any longer feel ſurpriſed that it was late be- 
fore Mr. Scott's petition againſt the bill was preſented to the Houſe? 
He (Mr. H.) well knew, that any meaſure in which His Majeſty 


was concerned was deemed a public matter, and therefore all per- 


ſons were bound to look after their own rights. Thus thoſe whoſe 


intereſts were prejudiced by this bill could not in ſtrictneſs complain 
of not having received notice ; but he thought that the law required 
amendment in that reſpet. In common applications to Parliament 
for incloſure, the ſpecific conſent of each individual having right of 
common was aſked, If this were not approved in caſes like the 
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preſent, let ſome mode at leaſt be adopted, of making it publicly 
known in the earlieſt ſtage of the proceeding that ſuch a bill, having 
relation to the King's foreſts in ſuch and ſuch a diſtrict, was brought 
before the Houſe, and that its contents were to ſuch and ſuch an 
effect. Who could have ſuppoſed that a bill, which appeared to 
have for its object the preſervation of His Majeſty's timber in the 
New Foreſt, and the aſcertainment of the boundaries of the royal 
eſtates, would ſweep away, at once, all the rights and privileges 
which many perſons poſſeſſed, without enjoining the commiſſioners, 
who were to carry the act into execution, to make complete and 
ample compenſation for their loſs? No one could have ima- 
gined that ſuch an act of injuſtice would be propoſed to the 
Houſe ; and well therefore might a commoner reſiding near the 
New Foreſt feel ſufficiently ſatisfied (ſuppoſing him to have heard of 
this bill through the channel of the newſpapers, which might not 
have been the caſe with very many of the perſons of that deſcrip. 
tion) that, at all events, no right or privilege would be taken away 
from him without a full and adequate remuneration. Mr. Hob- 
houſe repeated, that Parliament ought to paſs a law, requiring the 
ſtrict obſervance of certain rules, adapted to give notoriety to bills 
of this kind. | 

. Mr. Hobhouſe then procecded to comment upon the preamble, 
and ſeveral of the provifions. He inſiſted that the allegations of 
the preamble ovght to have been proved by evidence at the bar, or 
by ſome other method, and not taken for granted. It was alleged 
that the timber and wood in the foreſt were not . properly preſerved, 
notwithſtanding the gth and 1oth of King William ; and that 
many perpreſtures, eneroachmeats and treſpaſies were committed, 
ſo as to make it neceſſary to aſcertain the boundaries of the foreſt, 
and of the King's lands within it.” That ſuch ſtatements were 
facts, ought not to have been aſſumed. If a bill were brought into 
the Houſe for the better protection of the life of His Majeſty, and 
the preamble affirmed that the life of the Sovereign was not fo well 
protected as the life of a ſubject, becauſe two witnefTes were re- 
quired to prove the killing in the former caſe, and one only might 
be ſuſficient in the latter, no evidence would be neceſſary to eſta- 
bliſh the point ; it was what every one knew, or might know : but 


[ Commoxy, 


the preamble of the preſent bill was of a very different nature; 
how could the Members of the Houſe feel aſſured that proper care 


was not taken of the timber in the foreſt, or that encroachments 
had been made upon the King's property, without any teſtimony 
whatever in ſupport of thoſe allegations * Mr. Hobhouſe hoped 
that he was not miſunderſtood. He had no objection to the prin- 
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ciple of the bill. Its profeſſed object went to the preſervation of 
His Majeſty's timber, and the protection of his lands from treſpaſs. 
This was a good object; but thoſe who brought in the billo ught 
to have eſtabliſhed the facts upon which it was founded. 

Mr. Hobhouſe next made feveral obſervations upon ſome of the 
clauſes, and particularly objected to thoſe which inveſted the com- 
miſſioners with ſuch extenſive powers. What a clauſe was that, 
ſaid he, which enabled the commiſſioners, if they entertained any 
doubts of the title of any individual, to proceed in a ſummary way 
by the examination of witneſſes, and to demand the inſpection and ex- 
amination of his records, .deeds, and writings? Was not every indi- 
vidual who might have a ſmall lot of property which was ſuppoſed 
once to have belonged to the Crown, thus expoſed to be haraſſed 
and vexatiouſly treated by theſe commiſſioners, who, although the- 
names mentioned in the bill were truly reſpeQable, might not al- 
ways be men of ſuch high honour and integrity ? 

Beſides this objeQion to the powers of the commiſſioners, there 
was another, which had been properly inſiſted upon by the learned 
petitioner laſt night, and appeared to be abſolutely unanſwerable : 
He alluded to the clauſe which, by the looſe manner in which it was 
worded, virtually deſtroyed the nullum tempus at, It was well 
known that, by that act, ſixty years quiet and undiſturbed poſſeſſion 
was a good title even againſt the King, in whatever manner the 
property was originally acquired. But by this clauſe a perſon who 
had a houſe and lands, which might have been improved by his an- 
ceſtors and himſelf at a great expence, may be ouſted after an en- 
joy ment of it for even an hundred years, unleſs he would conſent 
to take a leaſe from the Crown for property be had been ſo long 
accuſtomed to look upon as his own. The words were—* if the 
ſaid commiſſioners ſhall find that any land within the ſaid foreſt, 
which ſhall appear to them to belong to His Majeſty, hath been, for 
twenty years er more, incloſed and enjoyed, &c. &c.” He would 
ſubmit to the ſupporters of the bill, whether terms of ſuch extenſive 
import ought to be allowed to remain ? if through inattention they 
had found their way into it, ought they not to be eraſed ? 

Mr. Hobhouſe next drew the attention of the Houſe to the clauſe 
which authorizes the verderers, as ſoon as the commiſſioners have 
cauſed a map to be made, aſcertaining the boundaries of the King's 
lands within the foreſt, to order the abatement of an incloſure, or 
the pulling down of any building, upon no other ſanction than this 

map; and ſubjects any perſon who ſhall retain, or attempt to retain” 

the poſſeſſion of any building or incloſure ſo ordered to be thrown 

open or taken down, to an indictment or information, and the pu- 
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| Commons, 
niſhment of fine or imprifonment, at the diſcretion of the Court, 


Would it not, he aſked, have been ſufficient to have limited ſo 
ſtrong a diſcretionary puniſhment to an actual retaining of houſe 
and land, in defiance of the order of the Court ? 
family a ſpot of land, with a houſe erected upon it, for the ſpace, 
perhaps, of more than 100 years, might at firſt ſhew ſome un- 
willingneſs to have-his little manſion deſtroyed, and his lands diſin- 
cloſed, never having entertained a doubt that they both belonged to 
him rightfully; and this might be conſtrued an?“ attempt to retain,” 
Surely the Houſe would not ſuffer proviſions capable of being 
turned to ſuch oppreſſive purpoſes to ſtand part of this bill. 

Mr. Hobhouſe faid, that he ſhould next offer a few remarks upon 
the clauſe which enjoins the commiſſioners to incloſe 400 acres for 
the. purpoſe of providing hay for the deer, and to preſerve them fer- 

petuaily in that ſtate. 
giving to the commoners the value of thuſe rights, of which they 
were to be thus for ever plundered. 
on a former occaſion to juſtify this oppreſſion, cach of which he 
would beg leave to notice. 
(Mr. Sturges) had aſſerted, that, under the gth and 1oth of King 
William, c. 6, the Crown was permitted to incloſe, firſt 2000 
acres, and afterwards 200 mere per annum for twenty years ſuc- 
ceſſively ; that not more than 3 300 out of the 6000 were now in- 
cloſed; and that the ſtature of King William directed no compenſa- 
tion for the rights of commoners. But Mr. Hubhouſe contended, 
that King William's ſtatute could not operate upon the lands now 
propoſed to be incloſed; becauſe, to make them come within the ſcope 
of it, the ineloſure ſhould have taken plaec within the limitation of 
twenty years. 
imitate the injuſtice of that act. If it took away the rights of indi- 
viduals without beſtowing an equivalent, the principle, he would be 
bold to ſay, was bad, and never ſhould have kis countenance. The 
fame honourable and learned gentleman had alfo called to his aid the 
20th of Henry III. e. 4, commonly called the Statute of Merton; 
but it appeared to anſwer his purpoſe as little as the act of King 
William which he had adduced. This ſtatute, he ſaid, gave 
to lords of manors a power to incloſe waſte lands, ſo that they left 
ſufficient for the cattle of the commoners levant and couchant, with- 
out regard to their rights. 
houſe, this ſtatute did not comprehend the King, though a lord of 
the manor, becauſe he was not ſpecially named; and the reaſon for 
it he took to be this: If the King could be operated upon bene- 
ficially without the inſertion of his name in the act, then might he 


A man, in whoſe 


In that-clauſe nor one word was ſaid about 


Two attempts had been made 


An henourable and learned gentleman 


And he further added, that he was not inclined to 


But, in the firſt place, ſaid Mr. Hob- 
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alſo, in other caſes, be ated upon reſtrictiveiyj. He would explain 
himſelf by taking the preſent inſtance as an example. If the King 
could take an advantage under the ſtatute of Merton as a lord of 
manor, though the act be not ſtated to extend to His Majeſty, 
then a bill brought into Parliament, laying reſtraints upon lords 
of manors, and, perhaps, impoſing penalties upon them, would be 
binding upon the King, unleſs an exception had been made in his 
favour : beſides, if the ſtatute of Merton gave authority to the King, 
as lord of a manor, to incloſe what he pleaſed, ſo that he left 
enough for the uſe of the commoners, and in this caſe enough 
would be left, notwithſtanding the incloſure of the 400 acres, why 
was this part of the preſent bill introduced ? It was ſuperfluous, 
But ſtill farther; he (Mr. Houhouſe) was not afraid to declare, and 
no man could better rectify the miſtake, if he were wrong, than the 
learned gentleman, that the ſtatute of Merton extended not beyond 
common of paſture, (Mr. Sturges nodded affent,) and that the land 
incloſed by the lord of the manor was not freed from common of 
turbary. In that reſpect the petitioner had ſaid that he ſhould be 
much injured, and that the right of digging turf for fuel within the 
foreſt was of conſiderable worth to his farmer, and therefore to him- 
ſelf; and ſurely neither he, nor the many others who were in the 
ſame predicament, ought to be deprived of the privileges attached 


to their property in that neighbourhood, without receiving an ample 


compenſation. What ſtrength then had the honourable and learned 
gentleman afforded to his argument by an appeal to the ſtatute of 
Merton ? | | 

Mr. Hobhouſe afterwards adverted to the two clauſes introduced 
upon the recommitment of the bill a few days ago, inſtead of the 
clauſe A, inſerted upon the commitment. Theſe clauſes, he ſaid, 
inflicted a ſtill heavier injury of the ſame kind than the perpetual 
incloſure of only 400 acres. The one of them, which authorized 
the alienation by ſale of ſmall parcels of land belonging to the 
Crown, had no faving with reſpe& to the rights of commoners ; 
the other, which permitted exchanges of crown lands, to a certain 
amount, for the lands of any individual, had, in the moſt abſolute 
and ſpecific terms, deſtroyed thoſe rights, by ſtating that the party, 
who had agreed to take any of His Majeſty's lands inſtead of his 
own, ſhould hold them . freed and diſcharged from all common of 
paſture, and other rights of common.” Thus parts of the foreſt 
might be ſold or exchanged to any amount, regardleſs of the great 
loſs of the commoners ; for though the ſale and exchange could not 
be, in any inſtance, of more value than 500l. yet there was no re- 
ſtraint upon the number of ſuch alienations. Mr. Hobhouſe here 
Vor. XII. „„ | 5 
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took the opp rtunity of ſupporting the remark of his honourable 
friend (Sir F. Burdett), and declared, that he agreed with him in 
thinking, that theſe clauſes were capable of being converted to elec. 
tioneering purpoſes. Many little forty ſhilling treeholders might 
be created, who might eaſily be kept ſubſervient to the will cf a 
powerful neighbour, He would not accuſe the honourable Secretary 
of having ſuch views : he barely ſtated that ſuch a uſe might be 
made of the clauſes now under diſcuſſion. 

Mr. Hobhouſe now drew towards a concluſion. He preſſed the 
honourable and learned gentleman to withdraw the bill for the pre- 
ſent, and introduce it in a more perfect ſhape at the beginning of 
next ſeſſion. If the preamble of the bill contained no other alle. 
gations but what were proved ; if the obnoxious parts were amended 
or expunged ; and if, agreeably to the principles of juſtice, no 
rights or privileges were taken away without a fair and full equiva- 
lent in return, he would make no oppoſition to the bill; but as it 
now ſtood, it ſhould have his moſt decided negative. 

Mr. STURGES traced the bill through its whole procedure, 
and inſiſted that its progreſs was marked with deliberation and 
candour. 

Mr. HUSSEY faid, that he thought a much better uſe might 
be made of the foreſt lands at this time than was made of them, by 
drawing proviſions out of them for the ſubfiſtence of the people; 

und when he heard of the incloſing of 400 acres out of 60,000 for 
raiſing hay for feeding deer in winter, he could not but remark, that 

to him it looked like a pretence for ſome other purpoſe. He called 
upon the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt), under whoſe plan 
Thoſe ſurveys had been firſt made, to ſay, whether it was not a te- 
proach that ſomething was not done fince that period for the good oi 
the people, from thoſe ſurveys of the crown lands? This bill was 
but making the Crown a farmer to feed deer, and was in its nature 
ſo ſubtle, that he thought the people could not be amuſed with fo 
idle a tory. 

Mr. H. BROWNE defended the bill; and the Houſe divided 
on it—Ayes 92, Noes 21. 

The bill was then read a third time and paſſed. 

Mr. ROBSON moved for an account of the number of houſes 
-within the bills of mortality, St. Pancras and Mary-le-bone, pay- 
ing taxes of uninhabited houſes, but not included in the poor ratcs- 

Mr. ROSE thought this account eould not be made out; and 
if it could, he did not ſee that it would anſwer the honourable gen- 
* s object. 

2 
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Mr. BUXTON did not ſee how the extra-parochial houſes could 
be found in the pariſhes. 

Mr. MAINWARING hoped the honourable gentleman did 
not purpoſe delaying the bill until this return was made. 

Mr. JONES thought that every document on a matter of im- 
portance ſhould be furniſhed, which could lead to a right under- 
ſanding of the buſineſs. 

Mr, Chancellor PIT T faid, that he did not perceive the object 
of ſuch a motion, and looked in vain for its meaning. 

Mr. ROBSON faid, the object was to get the extra-parochial 
property put on the ſame footing of taxation as the parochial. 

The Houſe divided on this motion—Ayes 25, Noes 103. 

Mr. WESTERN. —*« Sir, purſuant to the notice I gave laſt 
week, I now riſe to ſubmit a motion to the Houſe upon the im- 
portant ſubject of the war in which we are engaged. Conſidering, 
Sir, attentively the eventful changes which have taken place in Eu- 
rope ſince the commencement of this year ; ſeeing that, even at this 
early period, thoſe hopes we had vainly entertained of a brilliant and 
ſucceſsful campaign have in effect completely vaniſhed ; feeling as 
I do that this Houſe is deeply reſponſible to the nation for having 
ſupported Miniſters in their rejection of overtures of peace in Janu- 
ary laſt, upon grounds which have now proved utterly fallacious : 
RefleQing, Sir, upon theſe moſt important ſubjes of conſideration, 
| have upon the whole determined, that the meaſure moſt expedient 
in the firſt inſtance to offer to the adoption of the Houſe is, that this 
Houſe ſhould reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe to 
take into conſideration the ſtate of the nation. I am aware, Sir, 
from me perſonally, every apology is neceſſary for preſuming to ad- 
viſe the line of conduct to be purſued in a moment of ſo much in- 
tereſt and importance as this unqueſtionably is : and, Sir, had I 
known at the time I gave the notice what I now underſtand to be 
the caſe, that one or two honourable gentlemen had it in con- 
templation to propoſe a ſimilar. motion to that I have now the honour 
to make, I ſhould not myſelf have come forward upon this occa« 
lion ; I feel at the ſame time greatly relieved by the certainty, that 
I ſhall receive the full ſupport of thoſe honourable gentlemen, 
whoſe characters and abilities I well know moſt eminently com- 
mand the attention of this Houſe. In propofing that this Houſe 
ſhould go into a Committee of Inquiry upon the ſtate. of the nation, 
Jam aQuated by a firm conviction, that, conſiſtent with the cha- 
racter and duty of this Houſe, there exiſts an abſolute neceſſity that 
we ſhould take into our deliberate confideration thoſe important and 
ſtriking events which have tranſpired fince the commencement of 
22 
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the preſent ſeſſion. I cannot ſee, indeed, upon what principle we 


could be juſtified in permitting the ſeſſion to elapſe without direct. 


ing our attention to circumſtances which have in effect altered or 
removed every alleged motive for our conduct at the beginning of 
the preſent year. It is evidently impoſſible to deny, that ſince 
we gave our ſanction and approbation to His Majeſty's Miniſters in 
rejecting the overtures of the French Republic in January laſt, the 
political ſtate of Europe is completely and entirely changed; every 
reaſon that was then urged by Miniſters to induce us to ſanction 
their meaſures, now ceaſes to exiſt ; every hope, every proſpect they 
held out to us, is reverſed ; every prophecy, every prediction they 
made, has totally failed; and we now diſtinctly ſee, that the ad- 
vantages we did poſſeſs have been ſacrificed either to their pride and 
raſhneſs, or, at all events, to their miſerable want of foreſight, ſaga- 
city, and prudence. Under ſuch circumſtances, is it too much tov 
ſay, that it is become the indiſpenſable duty of Parliament to re- 
conſider thoſe opinions too readily adopted in the beginning of the 
year, to conſider how far it is wiſe or even practicable further to 
purſue the ſame line of policy we have approved ? Is it not our 
duty eſpecially to conſider how far we can be juſtified in continu- 
ing that confidence in the King's Miniſters which we have hitherto 
ſo abundantly given them? If, Sir, the important and critical na- 
ture of your ſituation was ſo ſtrongly impreſſed upon the minds of 
other honourable gentlemen as it is upon mine, it would be dit- 
ficult for me to diſcover what objection could be urged againſt the 
motion I have determined to propoſe to the Houſe. In all times 
of difficulty and danger, the nation muſt ever look up to the opinion 
of its repreſentatives, and rely for proted ion upon their energy and 
tacir wiſdom : it is in ſuch caſes unqueſtionably one of the moſt 
import t functions of Parliament to adviſe the Executive, and, 
when neceſſary, to interfere and ſtop the progreſs of a weak or 
wicked adminiſtration. Such, Sir, I conceive to be our immediate 
and commanding duty at this moment; it is our duty, I ſay, to in- 


terfere by our advice, and check the career of a raſh and deſperate 


Miniſter. 


But, Sir, I well know, upon al the important ſubjects for 
our conſideration, many honourable gentlemen differ from me in 
opinion materially and fundamentally, and by them I expect that 
various opinions will be urged againſt the motion: it will probably 
be ſaid, that to go into a Committee of Inquiry upon the ſtate of the 


nation, would tend to embaraſs the Executive Government; would 


argue a total want of confidence in the Miniſters, and diſapproba- 


tion of their conduct; that it woul infer a deſponding idea of the 
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ſituation of the country; that it would be inconſiſtent and even con- 
tradictory to opinions repeatedly and deliberately given in the courſe 
of the preſent ſeſſion. Such are the objections which I have no doubt 
will be urged againſt the meaſure, but which, in my opinion, ought, 
under preſent circumſtances, to have no weight whatever with the 
Houſe. In regard, Sir, to the latter objection I have mentioned, 
I own I think it completely anſwered by what I have before ſtated, 
namely, that the political ſtate of Europe is completely changed, 
and that the ſame ſyſtem of policy, the ſame meaſures, can ſcarcely 
be wiſe and expedient now, which were conſidered fo fix months 
ago, before thoſe changes and events had taken place. If, Sir, it is 
an objection to the motion, that it argues a want of confidence in 
His Majeſty's Miniſters, and diſapprobation of their meaſures ; to 
that objection J fully plead puiiry, and even admit that it is a prin- 
cipal motive of my conduct in bringing the motion forward. The 
objection, if ſuch it can be ſtated, I am prepared fairly to mect; 
and, Sir, I will only go back to the commencement of this year to 
juſtify the want of confidence I entertain in the adminiſtration of 
thoſe honourable gentlemen. I contend there is, within that ſhort 


period, the ſtrongeſt grounds to prove their want of ſagacity, wif- 


dom, and prudence, and conſequently to queſtion very much the 
ſafety of the country whilſt the reins of Government continue in 
their hands, The commencement of the preſent year produced a 
new Kra of the war: a new Government had been formed in 
France, which aſſumed a tone of moderation and deſire of peace 
very different from that which charaQeriſed any former that had 
prevailed fince the Revolution, This new Government ſent over- 
tures of peace to this country in a way that carried, I think, every 
apparent mark of ſincerity, and unobjectionable as far as the pro- 
poſal went: ſuch a circumſtance gave us a moſt valuable opportu- 
nity of treating with honour at leaſt, and I believe of concluding a 
peace to greater advantage than we ſhall have any chance of doing 
again. The memorable anſwer, Sir, to thoſe overturcs is fo ſtrongly 
impreſſed upon every man's mind, that I need not particularly refer 
to it, The determination was fixed and decided: upon no terms 
whatever would His Majeſty's Miniſters condeſcend even to treat 
for peace, or hear the propoſals which this new Government of 
France was at that time deſirous to offer. I ſhall hope to hear 
from the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt), in the courſe of to- 
night, whether he ſtill adheres to this determination, and is yet re- 
ſolved to liſten to no terms of peace with the preſent exiſting Go- 
vernment in that country ; or has he ſufficient experience and evi- 
fence of facts to induce him to reviſe his former opinions ? But, 


. 
, #118 5 4 7 
n N FI 9 


R 


os e 
— 4x 
/%. a5 ** 
0 "1:4 ISP 
2 


_ < * A «>; 
* * 9 
4 7 


2 1 "> 7 n 
21 * 4 WA N 0 v , ; ; * "4 "_ 
5. * 2 . ew » 

4 2 + 1 1 : * 


fe 3 


. 
renn 


A 5 4 
SEES. 
r 


3 
a 
£ 
- 
8 
7 
1 
* 


— 


4 * 
1 co — we oh » C - U 4 2 2 * E <p 3 * F * * 
EC 
© hk * 8 as * _— 


4 r 
Nr * * -*% 
m 


N 
dag K. t 
nene 53 


th 

2 
F, 
a. 


302 - PARLIAMENTARY [Commoxs, 


Sir, let me aſk the Houſe, whether, to juſtify ſo extraordinary and 
fo raſh a deciſion, it did not require, at leaſt, that the Miniſter 
ſhould have had the ſtrongeſt and ſureſt grounds to proceed upon ? 
inſtead of which I will undertake to prove, in truth it is indiſput. 
able, that the grounds and motives they alleged for their conduct 
have turned out in every inſtance utterly fallacious. Before, Sir, [ 
proceed to examine the reaſons at that time urged by His Majeſty's 


Miniſters, let us for an inſtant reffect upon the ſituation of this 


country at the period of that pocifie diſpoſition manifetted on the 
part of the enemy. We had then been ſeven years engaged in a 
war, unexampled in the deſtruction of the human ſpecies, unex- 
ampled in the expence incurred, and in which every ſucceeding 
campaign proved to us more clearly the impoſſibility of effecting 
thofe principal objects which Miniſters at different times declared 
to have in view. The people of England, though ſubmitting with 
extraordinary fortitude and patriviiſm, vet bending under the 
weight of enormous burthens, preſſed alſo by the moſt obnoxious 
ſpecies of taxation that ever was endured by any nation upon earth, 
and, to add to all, their diſtreſſes extreme from the ſcarcity of the 
ſeaions, diſtreſſes certainly increaſed, and indeed materially, by the 
war; all theſe are circumſtances which ſurely ought to have weighed 
very forcibly upon the minds of Miniſters in deciding the important 
queſtion of peace or war; and I therefore, Sir, repeat my aſſertion, 
that it did peculiarly require the ſtrongeſt and ſureſt grounds to pro- 
ceed upon, in any way to juſtiſy the rejection of fair overtures of 
peace made to us at that time on the part of the enemy. Let it not 
alfo eſcape our recollection, that the extraordinary mode in which 
they were rejected, tended to induce the molt inordinate ſpecies of 
hoſtility, to remove the proſpect of peace to a more remote diſtance 
than ever, almoſt to cloſe the door to peace with the exiſting Go- 
vernment in France. n 


« Now, Sir, I will ſhortly examine the different circumſtances ' 


which were urged by Miniſters to induce the Houſe to approve their 
meaſures, and conſider whether . they have anſwered in any one 
point, cr rather, as I aſſert, whether they have not entirely failed 


in all. In the firſt place, much was faid in regard to the eharactet 


of the Chief Conſul, upon whom no reliance could be placed for 
the maintenance of any treaty or engagement that ſhould be entered 
into on his part. Then, Sir, was ſtated generally the probable in- 
ſtability of the Government, and great hopes were entertained of its 
overthrow, founded upon the ſuppoſed increaſing ſtrength of the 
Royaliſt party. But, above all, the greateſt *expeQations were 
formed from the aſtoniſhing power. of the Emperor of Ruſſia, and 
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his earneſt and devoted zeal in the cauſe. Finally, the exertions 
of the Houſe of Auſtria would exceed infinitely thoſe of any former 
campaign. From all theſe circumſtances combined, hopes of the 
moſt brilliant ſucceſſes were entertained, ſuch as placed beyond all 
doubt the expediency of further proſecuting the war. Good God, 
Sir! how completely have all theſe hopes and expectations vaniſhed. 
I ſhall make but few obſervations upon the miſerable invectives 
that were urged ſo ſtrongly againit the character of the Chief Conſul 
of France ; I believe the friends of Miniſters are aſhamed of the 
pitiful and perſonal abuſe in which they fo abundantly indulged. 
| feel, Sir, little inclined myſelf to enter into any diſcuſſion of the 
character of General Bonaparte; but I will aſſert, that ſince his 
poſſeſſion of the chief magiſtraey of France, he has evinced ability 
and conduct that create the admiration of the world, and in many 
inſtances extort the unwilling approbation of his enemies. I will 
alſo afſert what I am convinced is the fact, that the people of this 
country, and of Europe at large, in ſome degree founded their ex- 
peQations of a general peace upon the opinion of the wiſdom and 
moderation of his views and principles. In regard generally to the 
inſtability of this new Government, I think it will not be much 
diſputed now, that within the ſhort period of ſix or eight months it 
has given tolerable proofs, not only of ſtability, but, I am ſorry to 
add, that it poſſeſſes a ſpecies of vigour, activity, and energy, hardly 
to be equalled by any other of the. powers of Europe. The Roy- 
aliſt party, in ſome meaſure, by the effect of conciliation and treaty 
upon moderate and liberal terms, followed by the moſt vigorous 
meaſures againſt thoſe who ſtill held out, was ſoon totally annihi- 
lated; and thus an early ſpecimen was given at once of the mo- 


deration, the popularity and power of the new Government. The 


Emperor of Ruſſia, upon whoſe enthuſiaſtic zeal in the cauſe fo 
much reliance was placed, very ſoon ſeceded altogether from the 
coalition ; and, not content with that, we have reaſon to believe he 


is now conſiderably inclined to hoſtility againſt this country. The 
Emperor of Germany, notwithſtanding the efforts he has made, is 


totally defeated, and at this very moment, according to the opinions 
of moſt men, is about to accept peace upon ſuch terms as the victo- 
rious Chief Conſul is willing to give. In addition to theſe circum- 
ſtanees, we have reaſon to expect, what appears to me a moſt alarm- 
Ing and important event if it ſhould take place, the formation of an 
armed neutrality amongſt the northern powers ;—and it is not an 
immaterial conſideration, that the French, who had agreed to eva- 
cuate Egypt, by our folly and injuſtice, for ſo I till muſt call it, 
are perhaps more * cſtabliſhed there than ever—the Porte 
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alſo, our good ally, by no means delighted with our conduQ upon 
that occaſion. 

«© What then remains of all the hopes and proſpects which Mi- 
niſters preſented to our view? Are we not diſappointed in all? Am 
I not juſtified in ſaying, every expeQation has been reverſed, every 
prediction failed, and every advantage we did poſſeſs at the beginning 
of the year aQually loſt? Can the Houſe do otherwiſe than doubt 
the foreſight, the wiſdom and ſagacity of thoſe honourable gentle. 
men, and confequently the ſafety of the country under their direc. 
tion? I affert it is the duty of this Houſe to take into its immediate 
and full conſideration the critical fituation of the kingdom. It is 
our duty to conlider how far we can be juſtified in further ſupport. 
ing a ſyſtem of meaſures which we have already too long and fatally 
adhered to: I repeat, that it is our duty to conſider whether we can 
be juſtified in continuing that confidence in His Majeſty's Minitters 
which we have hitherto ſo abundantly given them. 

& I ſtated, Sir, in a former part of my ſpeech, that an objection 
might perhaps be urged againſt going into a Committce of Inquiry, 
founded upon a notion that it would infer a deſponding idea of the 
ſituation of the country ; it is not my intention to convey ſuch an 
idea; and I contend, the motion, if adopted, would not have that 
effect. But, Sir, I will admit at the ſame time, that I wiſh to 
convey ſtrongly to the conviction of every man's mind, that our 
ſituation is critical, and that our ſafety depends upon the meaſures 
we ſhall purſue. If we determine obſtinately to follow the ſame 
ſyſtem we bave done, I ſhall feel there is in that caſe conſiderable 
grounds of ſerious apprehenſion and alarm. 

« It is impoſſible not to take into our contemplation the great 
probability that exiſts of peace being immediately concluded be- 
tween Auſtria/and France. Suppoſe then the Government of this 
country determines to perſiſt in the ſame ſpirit of inveterate hoſtility 
which has ſo ſtrongly marked the conduct of Miniſters hitherto; 
ſuppoſe France completely diſengaged from all continental war, and 
directing the whole force of that extraordinary energy ſhe now poſ- 
ſeſſes againſt this country; I have no heſitation in ſaying, that, 
under ſuch circumſtances, I ſhould not conſider our fituation by 
any means ſecure. There is no. man entertains a' more exalted and 
proud opinion of the ſuperiority of our naval, power, and the vigi- 
lance and activity of our brave and gallant tars, than I certainly do: 
but we cannot command the elements; and experience has proved 
to us, that notwithſtanding the proteQion of our navy, France has 
been enabled, in more inftances than one, to threaten and even in- 


vade our ſheres. 1 repeat again then, if diſengaged from all conti- 
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nental war, direQing her whole force againſt this country, poſſeſſing 
the vaſt line of coaſt that ſhe now does, and keeping you in per- 
petual alarm from various points, I ſee no reafon why, by repeated 


efforts, and the facrifice of ſome men, which is perhaps not re- 


garded, ſhe may not land conſiderable forces in our ſiſter kingdom, 
What the event would be, if the viRorious and veteran legions of 
the Chief Conſul, led on by the ableſt officers in the world, ſhould 
obtain any footing at this moment in that country, I will not now 
anticipate ; but I bclieve there are not two opinions upon the ſub- 
ject, as to the extreme diſtreſs and difficulty at leaſt it muſt in- 
evitably occaſion : nor, Sir, do I ſee what ſhould prevent France 
from making the attempt. I do believe the other powers of Eu- 
rope would be glad to ſee the pride of this nation effectually hum- 
bled ; and if the rulers of France are guided by the ſame paſſions 
which are too apt to govern mankind, they will naturally be induced 
to make the effort. It muſt, I think, be admitted, that His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters have done every thing in their power to goad and 
irritate them to deſperate and irreconcileable hoſtllity againſt this 
country. 

In regard to our internal ſituation, I by no means wiſh to un- 
dervalue thoſe wonderful reſources we do poſſeſs : but, Sir, I be- 
lierxe no man who reflects at all, can contemplate the enormity of 
our public debt, and the immenſe revenue we are obliged to raiſe, 
without feeling conſiderable emotions of alarm, and wiſhing moſt 
anxiouſly for a reduction of that unbounded expence which a con- 
tinuance of the war muſt ſtill induce. It is with extreme pain we 
muſt add to thoſe burthens which already preſs upon the people, to 
the full extent they can bear : and, Sir, we ought ſeriouſly to con- 
ſider the increaſed difficulties they have to encounter, from the 
ſcareity of almoſt every article that conſtitutes a neceſſary of life. 
Now, Sir, let us review theſe circumſtances, and reflect at the ſame 
time that the people of England ardently defire the reſtoration of 
peace. The people of every nation in Europe join in the ſame 
anxious wiſh, Every communication you receive from Paris, from 
Vienna, from every part of the Continent, breathe but one ſenti- 
ment and deſire of peace. The people of England hail the proſpect 


vith joy and ſatisfaction, even through the defeat of our allies; and 


our public funds abſolutely riſe in proportion to their diſaſters, in 


the expeQation and hope that we may be compelled to make peace. 


I will then leave it to the Houſe to determine, whether we ought a 


moment longer to ſupport His Majeſty's Miniſters in cantinuing the 


arduous and unavailing conteſt, My owa individual opinion / is, 
that meaſures Chould'be taken for the immediate reſtoration of peace ; 
Vol. XII. Ar 
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and I ſee no objection to overtures being inſtantly made on the part 
of this country,” except, indeed, that it might wound the pride of 
thoſe honourable gentlemen who at preſent enjoy the confidence of 
His Majeſty ; and yet, by the example of their conduct in the year 


1797, I think I could completely juſtify ſuch a proceeding. In 


the year 1797, when General Bonaparte had conquered Italy, and 
when preliminaries of peace were ſigned between Auſtria and 
France, exactly conformable to the convention entered into after 
the battle of Marengo between the Chief Conſul and General 
Melas, His Majeſty's Miniſters took that preciſe occaſion to renew 
their overtures to the French Directory, and they ſtated ſpecifically 
as their reaſon, the termination of hoſtilities upon the Continent. 
J ſhall take the liberty of reading the firſt paragraph of the official 
note of Lord Grenville upon that occaſion to the Miniſter of Fo- 
reign Affairs at Paris—as follows: 

The ſignature of the preliminaries of a peace, the definitive 
coneluſion of which is to put an end to the continental war, appears 
to afford to the two Governments of Great Britain and France a 
natural opportunity, and new facilities, for the renewal of pacific nego- 
tiations between them; a part of the obſtacles which might have re- 
tarded the ſalutary work no longer exiſting, and the intereſts to be 
treated of being after this event neither ſo extenſive nor ſo compli- 
cated as they were before.” 

% Now, Sir, I do not ſee the difference between the caſes of that 
period and the preſent, except what, under judicious management, 
might turn out in favour of a proceeding, in ſubſtance ſimilar, at the 
preſent moment. We might perhaps be yet in time to negociate 
jointly with our allies ; whereas in 1797 we were left to continue 
the conteſt alone, or make the beſt terms we could under the pecu- 
liar circumſtance of being abandoned by every principal power in 


Europe; each of whom had ſucceſſively pledged their faith to us 


in the-common cauſe, and taſted abundantly of our liberality. 
Though it is my decided opinion, therefore, that we ought immedi- 
ately to take meaſures for the termination of the preſent conteſt, 


pet, Sir, I do not mean at this moment to propoſe we ſhould inter- 
- fere with the Executive Gocernment to adviſe the commencement 


of negotiation on the part of this country; I think it is incumbent 
upon this, Houſe, in the firſt inſtance, to take into its deliberate con- 


. fideration the critical ſtate of the nation, and with that view to fe- 
ſol ve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe ; we, ſhall the" 
- have an opportunity of inquiring upon what grounds His Majcſty* 


. Miniſters thought proper to reject the overtures of peace made b 
— in January laſt, and nen eee an A 
3 
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to juſtify their conduct upon that occaſion ; what future hopes and 
t proſpects we can entertain in the further proſecution of the war; 
. whether any expeQations can be formed of any efficient or ad- 
4 vantageous alliance with any of the continental powers; and whe- 
n ther there is not, on the contrary, reaſon to dread, that in the north 
i of Europe an armed neutrality is forming, with hoſtile views againſt 
n us; we ſhall then have an opportunity alſo of examining with more 
- accuracy the internal ſituation and reſources of the country. - 
i Theſe, Sir, are moſt important ſubjects of conſideration, which 
"2 ought, in my opinion, to engage the immediate attention of Parlia- 
/ ment. I therefore move, That this Houſe do now reſolve it- 
* ſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to take into conſideration 
the ſtate of the nation. 

” Mr. HUSSEY feconded the motion. | | 

8 Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, that after hearing attentively the 
* ſpeech and the motion of the honourable gentleman, he could not 
21 but conſider the real object of the meaſure which he had propoſed, 
wa to be the ſubverſion of all the plans and the counteraction of all 


the conduct which Miniſters had adopted and the Houſe had hi- 
10 therto ſanctioned. The honourable gentleman had ſtated, and it 
F was unqueſtionably true, that the fituation of the country was at 


** preſent highly eritical. But the eritical ſituation of the country, 

5 though allowed, was not in his opinion, of itſelf, a ſufficient ground 
Ne on which the motion could be reſted. The honourable gentleman 
dent, conſidered it in his motion as ground of inquiry ; but, ſenſible that 
0 the of itſelf it would not avail, he went much farther in his argument. 
_ The country might be in a critical ſituation, and yet it might not 
1 be the province of the Houſe of Commons to interfere, to dictate 
* the meaſures to be purſued, which ought, ſo far as the motion is 
Fer 10 coneerned, to be taken for granted. In the argument, however, 
* it was ſtated, that on account of the conduct of Minifters, the ho- 
* nourable gentleman had withdrawn his confidence in them: but 
= 4 becauſe he had withdrawn his confidence, it was certainly preſuming 
* a little too much, to ſay, that the Houſe of Commons, who have long 
* been of a different opinion from the honourable gentleman, have with- 
ement drawn their confidence from Miniſters. It was incumbent on him, 
mbent therefore, in the firſt place, to prove, that confidence ought to be 
por withdrawn from Miniſters, and that they had juſtly forfeited it. 


He perhaps earried his ſentiments upon this point a little farther 
than ſome other gentlemen ; not from his attachment to the preſent 
adminiſtration, but from a conviction that the Houſe (being neeeſ- 
farily unacquainted with plans formed and entered upon, not fur- 
iſhed with circumſtances relating to the means of executing theſe 
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plans, with the details of operations, with treaties projeed but not 
concluded, and other things of a ſimilar nature) muſt be in many 
reſpects unqualified for interfering, with propriety, with the proper 
and peculiar functions of the Executive Government. It was ob 
vious, that there were many caſes in which ſuch interference muſt 
be injurious ; and in the preſent inſtance he was convinced that it 
muſt be highly ſo. This he would endeavour to prove on either 
of the three ſuppoſitions— That the war is to be continued; that 
negotiations were to be entered upon; and even that peace was to 
be concluded. ** Conſider what would be the effect of adopting 
the meaſure propoſed, if the war is to be carried on, and adopting it 
on the grounds and principles which the honourable gentleman had 
laid down. It is evident that if the Houſe enters into this Com- 
mittee, the firſt reſolution that will be propoſed to it, will be, to 
inſtruct His Majeſty's Miniſters to negotiate for peace. But moſt 
not every man ſee, that for the Houſe of Commons to give ſuch 
advice, would be at once to ſhew, that it had withdrawn all confi- 
dence from His Majeſty's Miniſters, and thus be moſt prejudicial 
to this country, whether its effect is conlidercd as it would affect 
our allics or our enemies. And, firſt, what would be its effect 
upon our allies? Tt has been long the boaſt of this country, that 
it has maintained the moſt unſullied fidelity in its engagements with 
its allies ; it has difplayed a ſcrupulous delicacy in adhering to its 
engagements, even more than could be ſtrictly required in fulfilment 
of moral obligation, But if now we are at once to adviſe negotia- 
tion, or even to adopt any meaſure which has this for its ultimate 
aim, we ſhall be departing from thoſe principles which have hitherto 
regulated our conduct, and without knowing what are the deſigns 
of our allies, or their means of fulfilling their engagements to us, 
by violating our engagements to them. If our allies ſhould yet 
have the mearrs and the defire of continuing the conteſt, would not 


our conduct in withdrawing confidence from Miniſters, thus raſhly 


and precipitately, be left without juſtifieation? Miniſters them- 
ſelves haye yet received rio documents by which they can aſcertain 
theſe.-points, They have no documents now to regulate their con- 
guet by; and ſhall the Houſe of Commons, who have ſtill leſs 
means, preſcribe what that conduct is to be? Still worſe will be 
the effect of this meaſure if the war is to be continued, in increafing 
the triumph of our enemies, as it enables and entitles them to call 


us a proſtrate nation, ſubdued, humiliated, and at their mere). 


But, ſuppoſing negotiations ſhall be commenced, and even that they 
ſhall be continued, it would certainiy be very prejudicial to nego- 
tiating with advantage, or greening: favaurable terms, that the. 


. uLY 9 al. DEBATES. | 30h. 


" enemy ſhould fee that we had been ſo Aſpirited by the reverſes of 
wy. our allies, as at once to be induced to defert them, and humbly to. 
er ſue to them as the Lords of the Afcendant.” He would aſk, what 
b- had this country to apprehend from the greatneſs of France? He 
Iſt knew that there was danger to be apprehended from that country | 
it in war, and perhaps ſtill greater in peace. But he could not per- | 
er ceive how that danger was increaſed at the preſent moment, ſo as | | 
at to authoriſe the "meaſure propoſed. The motion appeared to him l | 
to to be pregnant with great danger to the country, miſchievous in its | | 
ng tendency, and in fact miſchievous on the part of the honourable | 
it gentleman who moved it. If negotiation was proper, he would | 
ad aſk the Houſe what reaſon had been adduced to prove that Miniſ. 

m- ters would not ſee and act upon that propriety? They did nego- 
to tiate in 1797, and thus gave evidence of their willingneſs to make 

oft peace whenever they thought that it could be done with ſafety and 

ich ſecurity to the country. What reaſons, he would aſk, had the 

fi Houſe now to conclude that they would not do ſs again, when cir- 

ial cumſtances pointed out the meaſure as expedient? They had un- 

ect derſtanding to diſerimi nate when theſe circumſtances exiſted, and 

ect he was convinced, that they had integrity to decide and to act upon 

hat them. He would not fallow the honourable gentleman through 

ith the details of the reaſons which he ſaid had been given for rejeQing 
its the overtures for negotiation at the commencement of the preſent. 

ent ſeſſion. But there was one thing, which he ſeemed entirely to for- 

la- get, when he argued that Miniſters had reaſoned on the inſtability of 

ate Bonaparte's power; and it was this, that it was impoſſible to foreſee 

ro that his power would be ftable, till time had elapſed to ſhew upon 

gs what grounds it reſted, and whether he would be able to retain it, 

us, If Bonaparte had acted well fince he came into power, he would 

yet aſk the Houſe, what reaſon they had to ſay, that Miniſters did not 

not perceive this, and that they would not, in regulating their conduct, 

hly take this into conſideration? If ſome of the ſchemes of the Mi- 

em- niſters or their allies had failed, if they had failed from want of pru- 

tain dence and precaution on the part of Miniſters, he would not ſay 

on- that they were not reſponſible; but if they had failed, not from this 

leſs cauſe, but merely from circumſtahces which no prudence could 

| be foreſee or prevent, from the adverſe fortune of war which had made 

fing the event of one or two great actions unfavourable, Miniſters could 

call not be blamed for this. It was unfair and unreaſonable to judge 

rey. that Miniſters were undeſerving of confidence from events ſuch as 

they theſe, He truſted, that adminiſtration would not make any of the 

ego declarations which the honourable gentleman called on them to 


the make; and that the Nouſe would not call them to make prone. 
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fore the time ſhould arrrive when it could be done with ſafety, and 


when ſuch terms ſhould be procured, that we ſhould not ſoon be 


obliged to engage again in war. On theſe — he would oppoſe 
the motion. 


Mr. MARTIN faid, that the honourable gentleman who had 
Juſt ſat down, had talked of the reſponſibility of Miniſters being a 
ground for the Houſe not giving them its advice as to the meaſures 
which they ought to purſue. For his part, after what he had ſeen 
paſs in the country and the Houſe, for ſome years back, he had be- 
eome fick of the very word reſponſibility. ** They ſay, you muſt 
not preſume to interfere with our conduct, by adviſing us, becauſc 
we are reſponſible ; but when it is preſumed to inquire into their 
donduct, or to cenſure it, then no more is heard of their reſpon- 
fibility.” 

Mr. W. SMITH aid, that his honourable friend, who had 
ſpoken laſt but one, had allowed, even in his oppoſition to the mo- 
tion, that there was a great difference made between the ſtate of af- 
fairs now and at the beginning of the year. He would” contend, 
that in the preſent tate of this country, and of Europe, ſufficient 
motives might be found for ſupporting the motion. His honour. 
able friend faid; that if the Houſe went into'a Committee, as pro- 
poſed; they muſt come to à reſolution to inſtruct His Majeſty's Mi- 
nifters to make peace. This was certainly by no means a necef- 
fary conſequence of going into a Committee; and if he were to 
dictate the 'refolutivns to be adopted by the Committee, no ſuch 
ſhould be found among them. Though the Houſe were this night 


fo form itſelf into the Committee, it might alſo adjourn over till 


next week, or till time ſhould be gi vei for accounts to be received 
of the diſpoſitions and forces of our allies. The honourable mover 
of this meaſure certainly did put his motion on what he conceived 
to be dangerous to the country,” leaving the management of its af- 
fairs in the hands of men whom he thought undeſerving of its con- 
fidence; and his honourable friend over the way oppoſed the mo- 
tion, on the ground that it was neceſſary, firſt, to prove that Miniſters 
were undeſerving of confidence. He agreed with both gentlemen, 
and allowed that 'it was incumbent'on thoſe who argued on the fide 
of the queſtion which he meant to ſupport, to ſtate ſome reaſons why 
Miniſters were not entitled to the contidence of the country ; and 
ſecondly, to ſhew, that withdrawing it at this moment would not 
be atended with any dangerous or evil conſequences to the country. 
In the firſt place; he allowed, that the want of ſucceſs alone would 
not juſtify" the withdrawing of confidence from Miniſters. But if 
the ä aroſe from cauſes which naturally produce it, 
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and if thoſe cauſes continued to operate, then that confidence ought 
no longer to be granted. There were ſeveral grounds of confidence 
upon which he would try the pretenſions of Miniſters to the confi- 
dence of the country. 1ſt, Had they diſplayed a knowledge of, and 
capacity to appreciate men's characters? He would try them on 
this point, both as to allies and enemies. What was to be inferred 


on this point from their conduct to the King of Pruſſia in the be- 


ginning of the war? They continued to ſubſidize him, notwith- 
ſtanding the aſſurances given them, that he only waited a fa- 
vourable opportunity for deſerting our alliance; and after he had 
received all our ſubſidies, he did, notwithſtanding the aſſurances of 
Miniſters to the contrary, deſert our alliance. Paſſing over a num- 
ber of other inſtances, let us ſee what was their ground to this claim 
of confidence. With regard to the Emperor of Ruſſia, they de- 
clared him to be our moſt magnanimous and difintereſted ally, He 
would be glad to know, if by ſaying fo, they have diſplayed any 
knowledge of his character? He had not only deſerted the alli- 
ance, but, as was alleged, on the very account we had ſome differ- 
ence with him as to his intereſt in keeping poſſeſſion of Malta, 
ſhould we obtain poſſeſſion of that trifling iſland. If this were 
true, ſurely it was not very conſiſtent with the pretended diſintereſt- 
edneſs of his character. Farther, what ſagacity in reading men's cha- 
racters had Mini ſters diſplayed in the eſtimate they had made of 
thoſe of our enemies? He would ſay nothing of the character of 
Bonaparte, but would leave it to ſtand or fall upon. its merits. It 
would not, however, be too much to ſay reſpeQing this point, that 
every man muſt be convinced, that Miniſters repented, would will- 
ingly retrac, and wiſhed that they could efface from their own me- 
mories, and thoſe of others, the violent invectives which they had 
ſo liberally laviſhed upon it. A ſecond ground of confidence in 
Miniſters, and a ſecond criterion by which their claims on 
the confidence of the country ought to be eſtimated, was their 
kill in predi ging events. In the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion - 
550, oool. had been voted in ſubſidies to the Elector of Bavaria, a 
Prince whom every perſon, even of common information and de- 


cernment, ſaw only waiting to join the ſtrongeſt party, and who had _ 


given no aſſiſtance in return for our money. Had they been right 
in any one prediction that they had made of any event which had 

taken place over all Europe? Had they been right in their pre- 
diction of events in Italy? Had they been right in their predic= 
tion ot events in Egypt? Had they been right in their predictions 
33 to the inſurtections which were to take place in France, with 
 Tegard to the diſorganization of the French armies, of the French 
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| Knances, or of the ſtability of the new —e— Another qua- 
lification which would entitle Miniſters to confidenee, and by which 
theirclaims were to be tried, was, their having taken advantage of great 
Political conjunAures. Had Miniſters done this? they had never 
Negotiated except when, by their own confeſſion, they were driven 
to it. When they ſtood as it were on the vantage ground, and couid 
have negotiated on favourable terms, they rejeRed all overtures for 
Negotiation. At the time when we refuſed to liſten to Bonapartes 
"overtures, the affairs of our allies were certainly very different from 
what they are now but we then played the part of a deſperate 
gameſter, who, having gained every thing that could be conſidered 
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really of no conſeqence, riſks all his advantages upon the caſt of a 
fingle die. One of the traits in the character of William III. 
which had been moſt celebrated, was the faculty which he poſicfſed 
of keeping together with very ſlender means a great confederacy, 
and uniting their efforts for the attainment of one end. At firſt, 
we had the advantage of being confederated in the war with almoſt 
all the powers of Europe; but their efforts had never been direded 

to one point. One power had one object in view, and another 
EN power profeſſed another object; till, ſome from one cauſe, and 
ſome from another, they had been continually dropping off from 
the alliance—The- confederacy, broken to pieces of itſelf— ui 
viribus ruit. Another point in which Miniſters had forfcited the 
confidence of the country was, that in other reſpeQs beſide theſe 
which he had mentioned, they had not taken advantage of the im- 
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i menſe means that had been at their diſpoſal. He could give little 
476 * credit to them for raifing the money which had put theſe means at 
3 their diſpoſal ; for it was but ſmall merit to them, that the country 
428 nad been able to furniſh them with ſuch immenſe ſupplies. The 
3 right honourable gentleman had talked frequently of the great ad- 


vantages reſulting from what he called the ſolid ſyſtem of finance, 


- which he had introduced in the income tax: but in his opinion this 
"ought to have been the laft means reſorted to, as it was oppreſſive and 

Stievous in its nature; neither was it a new ſyſtem ; for we findit 

adopted under the old government of France, in vingtiemes and dix- 

"Jemes Theſe taxes wereoriginallyimpoſed by Louis XIV. in the midſt 
+ of his eat er of ambition and conqueſt; and even then, in France, they 
were confidered as oppreffive : now then, where was the merit of 
" raifing money, when ſuch oppreffive meaſures were reſorted to? But 
hat had been done with the money fo raiſed? The votes for the navy 
and army for the two laſt years were between 20 and 24 millions; 
and with this nothing had been done but — the count!), 


as gain, and having only a deſire to obtain ſomething more, which is . 
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and carrying on the Dutch expedition. He would allow, that de- 
fence was a great object, if the French fleets had not been entirely 
inadequate to meet ours in open ſea, and if the French land foree 
had not had ample employment in another quarter. As to the 
Dutch expedition, the right honourable gentleman might ſay that 
we gained great honour by it; but not a man in the country could 
lay his hand on his heart and join him in that opinion. For theſe 
reaſons he thought the Houſe would be jolie in withdrawing 


their confidence from Miniſters. But what would be the effect of 


this? It might be anſwered, in the firſt place, the appointment of 
others in their room. He would aſk, if they were the only or beſt 
men in the world for carrying on the war * The manner in which 
they had hitherto conducted it argued little in their favour on this 
point; for ſurely it could not be pretended, that they had carried 


it on ſucceſsfully. If they were not the beſt for carrying on the 


war, he might next venture to aſk, if they were not the worſt poſ- 
fible for making peace? They had argued all along, that peace 


with France would be a great evil; that there was more danger to 


be apprehended from it than from carrying on the war; and that 


we ought not to make peace with that power under her preſent go- 


vernment, without being reduced to the laſt extremity. Were the 
preſent Miniſters then to propoſe to negotiate with France, it would 
be publiſhing to the enemy that we were reduced to the laſt ex- 
tremity. The honourable gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) had ſaid, 
that if peace were expedient and proper, Minifters would fee this 
expediency and propriety, and would act upon it: but their ſeeing 
this expediency did not remove the objeRion that they were the 
moſt improper perſons to treat. Miniſters have piqued themſelves 


very much on the ſupport they had received in the opinions of the 


people of this country ; but if they would examine, they would 
find that the moſt unequivocal deſire of peace prevailed among 


every claſs of men. Among monied men particularly, the ſymp- 


toms of this deſire were diſcoverable. Miniſters had always re- 
preſented this war as carried on for religion and ſocial order; but 
in the conſideration of monied men theſe objects were not either of 
ſo much importance, or ſo much in danger, as materially to affect 
their opinions; for whenever the lighteſt ground was given for 
ſuppoſing that negotiations would be entered into, or that peace 
would be concluded, the credit and confidence of the country had 
riſen in proportion. By'the credit of the country he meant, and 
he believed it was generally underſtood that this expreſſion was 
ſynonimous with, the public funds. On a late occaſion, the right 
Honourable gentleman had boaſted, that at no period fince the come 
You, XII. 1 S's [9D 
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mencement of the war had the credit of the country been ſo high, 
He could now tell him, and it was a well-known fact, that ſince 
the late news arrived, this credit had become ſtill higher, from the 
impreſſion that Miniſters would be driven to make peace; and if 
to-morrow news ſhould arrive, that the Emperor had ſigned the 


preliminaries of peace with France, and it ſhould appear that Mi. 


niſters had, even under the preſent adverſe circumſtances, ſent a 
courier to Bonaparte to inform him of their willingneſs to nego- 
tiate, the funds would yet riſe in a much greater degree. The 
precedent of the American war appeared to him to be in point to 
our preſent ſituation. He was aware that, 


Facies non omnibus una 
Nec diverſg tamen. 

But he was afraid, that if we perſiſted, the iſſue of that war would 
be only a ſample of what would be the termination of this. Then, 
indeed, this country would ſtand in a moſt diſgraceful ſituation ; for 
it muſt be a diſgrace if, through the fault of the Stateſmen to . 
the affairs of this great nation were entruſſed, and who had had the 
complete diſpoſal of its means and force, it ſhould be reduced to 
terminate the war only in ſuch circumſtances as Miniſters them- 
ſelves repreſent as the only circumſtances which can juſtify negoti- 
ation. On theſe grounds principally, Mr. W. Smith voted in 
ſupport of the motion. 

Mr. WINDHAM obſerved, that however improper he might 
eonfider this motion at the preſent time, or in the preſent eireum- 
ſtances, a time might come, and circumſtances might exiſt, when 
ſuch a diſcuſfion would become neceſſary; and were he then to en- 
ter into that diſcuſſion, he would turn his attention to one fide of 
the queſtion which gentlemen ſeemed entirely to have forgotten. 
There were dangers in peace as well as in war; and though the 
country could never be in both at the ſame time, but muſt be either 
in a ſtate of war or a ſtate of peace, in diſcuſſing the queſtion of 
peace or war, it was neceſſary to conſider and eſtimate the dangers 
of both. This country was now in a ſtate of war; conſequently, at 
preſent we only felt the calamities of war, and the dangers of peace 
were overlooked and forgotten. But there muſt be dangers in 


peace, or elſe war would never be neceſſary, and no nation could 


ever be juſtified in running into it. Therefore, in diſeuſſing the 
queſtion of peace or war, whether it was, that the nation being at 
peace, it was propoſed to enter into war, or that, the nation being 
engaged in war, it was propoſed to make peace, it was neceſſary 


that the dangers of peace in the one caſe ſhould be enforged, for 
| 3 
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this could be the ſole juſtification of going to war—and in the other, 
duly conſidered, that the country might not be involved in greater 
danger than that in which it was placed in the ſtate of war. For 
his own part, however ſanguine his hopes, and however earneſt his 
wiſhes had been at times during this war for peace, and he con- 
fefſed that he wiſhed as earneſtly for peace as any man, yet he had 
never conſidered it as remarkably deſirable, without the reſtoration 
of ſuch a government in France as he had often expreſſed his wiſh 
to ſee eſtabliſhed in that country ; becauſe, without this, he feared 
that any peace would be inſecure and dangerous. The only ground 
that had been ſtated againſt this, was general declamation on the 
ſuperior advantages of peace ; that it was the leaſt of two evils, 
and on the principle of Pax potior bello. Were he then to diſcuſs 
the queſtion, his attention would be directed as well to the dangers 
of peace as the evils. of war, that the ſtatement might be fair, and 
full grounds given upon which to decide. But he would not at pre- 
ſent go into this point. "The queſtion of peace or war was properly 
the buſineſs and. the function of the Executive Government; at the 
ſame time, the right of the Houſe to examine into the conduct of 
the Executive Government, to ſuperintend its meaſures, and to give 
its advice, no perſon would or could diſpute. - But there was a fair 
queſtion for diſcuſſion in the Houſe, before it conſented ſo to inter- 
fere ; whether or not its interference was expedient, proper, and 
juſtifiable? If the exiſtence of an important criſis alone were a ſuſ- 
ficient reaſon for this interference, and for adopting meaſures of the 
kind now propoſed, the Houſe might be in a perpetual Committee; 
not a battle fought, nor a treaty concluded, nor the defertion of an 
ally, but might be made the ground of a motion for the Houſe re- 
ſolving into a Committee on the ſtate of the nation. It might be 
continually giving its advice to the Executive, and, in ſhort, the 
vernment would be in a conſtant commiſſion. To juſtify ſuch a 
motion, there not only muſt ſuch a crifis exiſt, but ſome probable 
ground muſt be given for inferring that the Government would not 
act wiſely ; and this could only be done by proving that there had 
been a delinquency in its previous conduct. But even this would 
not be ſufficient to authorize ſuch an interference as that now pro- 
poſed, becauſe, as the removal of Miniſters would follow its adop- 
tion, it muſt be proved, that the delinquency was ſo great as to re- 
quire their removal, and that the crifis is ſo urgent as to require 
the interference of the Houſe to effect this removal more ſpeedily 


than the change could be effected in the uſual way. The honour- 


able gentleman had ſtated ſome grounds, on which he argued that 


confidence ought to be withdrawn from Miniſters, 1ſt, That they 
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had judged ill of perſons, both allies and enemies. 2d, That they 
had predicted falſely of events. 3d, That they had failed in taking 
advantage of important conjunctures, and of making the moſt of 
the means in their power. Theſe points he would review, and 
lightly touch upon. Upon their judging ill of perſons, he inſtanced 
fiſt the King of Pruſſia; but he muſt premiſe, that except frequent 
Inſtances were given, nothing ought to be deduced from a ſingle dif- 
appointment. It was faid that we ſubſidized him, and that he de- 
ſerted us. True, we did ſubſidize him; but did we not receive at 
the time full compenſation for that ſubſidy We had ſublidized 
Auſtria too. But had it not happened, that with the allies which 
we had had, andthe ſubſidies we had given to them, though ſome of 
them, as in the nature of all human things might be expected, had 
oved more faithful than others; though ſome of them had from 
me to time deſerted us, and others wavered, we had been enabled 
to weather every ſtorm that had threatened our exiſtence? Gentlemen 
talked loudly and infiſted largely on their fubſidies. They were 
eontinyally talking of their money given. He thought that they 
might find ſome other more worthy ſubjects to dwell upon, in the 
exertions and in the ſpirit of the country, than its money. But had 
they not had their money's worth of aſſiſtance? Had not what 
money we had advanced to Auſtria been fully repaid by Auſtria ? 
Gentlemen argued that many plans had failed, that ſucceſs had not 
been proportionate to what was piediQed : but ſucceſs was never 
abſolutely promiſed, and it never could be ; for failure was inci- 
dental to all human projects or defigns : if the ſucceſs of our 
allies had not been ſo great as they might poſſibly have been, no ar- 
gument of any- weight could be deduced from this ; and it ought to 
be recolleded that the aſſiſtance of theſe very allies, Auſtria and 
Pruſſia, had ſaved us from great evils and dangers. The Emje- 
ror of Ruſſia was adduced as another inſtance of the incapacity of 
Miniſters to judge of eharacters, and a circumſtance was fiated re- 
lative to Malta, as if his being thwarted in obtaining poſſeſſion of 
that iſland was the cauſe of his defeQion. He would not fay, that 
the honourable gentleman had not as good information as any per. 
ſon could have, except thoſe who, from their official capacities, muſt 
have the means of acquiring the beſt intelligence : but he-certainly 
was moſt completely miſtaken in this point; and this circumſtance 
ſhewed how little even the beſt informed people might be acquainted 
with the private tranſaQions and connections of the Executive Go- 
vernment, and alſo how cautious the Houſe ought to be, of liſtening 
to or depending upon ſuch ſtatements; for if they did, it proved 
that very frequently they muſt fail into complete error. The net 
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inftariee given was hat of Bavaria. Had the honourable gentle 
man read the laſt diſpatehes from Germany ? if he had, had he wot 
perceived that the Bavarian troops might have been the means of 


gaining a battle. And the importance of ſuch a ſerviee as this, the 


importance of gaining a battle, was evinced by every part of the ar 
gument of the other ſide, which all reſted, and was profeſſed to reſt, 
upon tze adverſe event of a battle in Italy. With reſpe@ to 
Ruſſia, however, -he muſt ſtill obſerve, that furely we had received 
the full compenſation of any ſubſidy we might have given to her. 
Only'16bk at the laſt campaign; it preſented to our view Italy de- 
livered and reſcued from the power and poſſeſſion of the enemy, 
prineipally by the arms and exertions of Ruſſia. {A cry Hear! 
Hear !” from the Opprfition- Bench). Gentlemen call out, Hear! 
yes, hear: What is it that makes us ſo much lament the lofs of 
the co-operation of Ruſſia, but the recollection of the 'raightty and 
important ſervices which ſhe performed when fhe did eb. operate 
with us? The honourable gentleman ſays, that Miniſters have not 
judged better of their enemies than their allies ; and here he comes 
to the theme of ſo many praiſes, the object of ſo much admiration, 
the ſubject of ſuch warm and animated panegyrics, the Firft 
Conſul ! and with regard to him, he aſks, if every perſon muſt 
not be convinced that Miniſters ſineerely repent and wiſh ts re- 
tract, and would gladly efface from their oαõn memories, and thoſe 
of every other perſon, the abuſe and invectives which they formerly 
laviſhed upon him ? But I know of no invective of which I ſhou 

repent, I ſay no other language was ever uſed but the ſerious 
and dignifted language which honeſt and honourable men would 
uſe in ſpeaking of his condut ? And how have ſubſequent events 
contradicted this language? It 1s faid, that he was loaded with hard 
names. Þ always have underſtood, by hard names, ſome vague 
and indefinite terms common to all languages, which expreſs only 


ſomething indefinite and vague in the mind of the perſon w ap- 
plies them ; but have never heard any fuch names given to this 


Firſt Conſul. | It is alſo ſaid; that we have l6aded him with abuſt. 
If by this is meant the low language ſometimes uſed by the vulgar, 
I have heard no ſuch language uſed in ſpeaking of the Firſt Conſul. 


But if, when it is ſkid that invectives have been pronounced againſt | 


him, if gentlemen mean thoſe epithets applied to his conduct, and 
thoſe terms which are neceſſary to expreſs the fact, then 1 allow 
that ſuch language has been uſed, and I neither repent nor will re- 


tract it. If I did, I ſhould fall into the ſame error with the man 


who, having loſt 'a pair of filk ſtoekings, and wiſhing te nd vertiſe 


them, thought that be would be likely to recover them at loſs en- 
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pence by advertifing them as worſted. I deſpiſe, and cannot deſcribe 
ſuch things in the ſilken language, when the plain worſted only can 
poſitively deſcribe it. I reprobate ſuch faſtidious, womaniſh, af. 
fected delicacy, as if a man ** could not mention Hell to ears po- 
lite.” —Am I ſpeaking of a man who has deſolated Europe ?—who 
has excited the indignation of every virtuous mind by his crimes—. 
who has pillaged and plundered Italy, and muſt 1 affect not to 
ſpeak of his crimes, his outrageous violence, of his former. conduR 
in Italy as pillage and robbery 5 Would gentlemen have me to be 
afraid of diſtinguiſhing the conduct of Bonaparte by the terms in 
which alone it can be deſeribed; like Scrub in the Comedy, who, 
thinking there were thieves in the houſe, began by calling them 
the thieves that were in the houſe ; but, under the impreſſion of 
terror, corrected himſelf, by calling them the honeſt gentlemen 
who were robbing the houſe, I. muſt allow that this man has 
great talent, of ſome kind or other; he has proved this, to our 
misfortune. I ſay of ſome ſort or another, becauſe his military ta- 
lents cannot be denied. But, at the ſame time it muſt be remem- 
bered, that military ſuccefles muſt be judged with ſome reſerve, as 
they frequently are as much attributable to fortune as to talents,” 
Beſides, Mr. Windham ſtated it as his opinion, that the campaign 
of Suwarrow in Italy might be compared to any other campaign, 
even this ſo celebrated one-of the Firſt Conſul. He muſt however 
allow that there was enough formidable in this man to give alarm to 
Europe. The moderation and magnanimity of his meaſures fince 
he eame into power had been much inſiſted upon. The motives 
of his conduct were in his own mind, and he never would deny 
that he knew the way to his own ends. This it was that rendered 
him ſo formidadle. But gentlemen who were ſo indignant at the 
invectives pronounced on their favourite, the Firſt Conſul, and the 
enemy of this country, it would be reeollected were not themſelves 
Jo very, mealy mouthed when they choſe to cenſure the cloſeſt allies 
of this country. - When they ſpoke of Pruſſia, of Auſtria, and of 
Ruffia, they themſelves did not ſpare abuſe, nor did they ſhew 
much tenderneſs when they ſpoke of gentlemen who ſtood in the 
fituation in which he ſtood. ARE of TY! 

Among other arguments, gentlemen had contended, that it was 
impoſlible that the preſent Miniſters could make a peace with the 
French Republic ; undoubtedly, in other words, that they could 
not enter into a ſyſtem, of fraternization with the preſent Rulers of 
that country; and it was inferred from thence, that the peace muſt 
be diſadvantageous, becauſe Adminiſtration would not look to it 28 
an object which was deſirable for the Country, but as the leſſer 
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of two evils. The extent to which gentlemen puſhed their argu- 
ments upon this ſubje& appeared to him rather extraordinary ; did 
they think, that in negotiating for a peace all ideas of precaution were 
to be laid aſide, and that Government were to confine their views 
merely to a termination of the war, without any confideration of 
the permanency of the peace, or the ſecurity which it procured ? 
Did they conſider a treaty of peace with France as a treaty of mar- 
nage, in which one party could not doubt the ſincere affection or 
the honourable intention of the other—in which the parties were to 
be indiſſolubly united with an identity of intereſt, and an unity of 
objet—in which England was not only to give its hand but its 
heart? But if, for the reaſons which had been urged, the preſent 
Miniſters were not capable of making a peace, ſurely it became a 
matter of ſerious conſideration, whether it would be more advan- 
tageous for the country that thoſe perſons ſhould negotiate, who 
would at once, without precaution or ſecurity, jump into the arms 
of France, who would confider it as criminal to haggle about terms 
with the dear French Republic ? In the courſe of their arguments, 
gentlemen had had recourſe to one conſideration which they very ſel- 
dom omitted, viz. the ſenſe of the peaple; and they had referred to 
the funds as a criterion of public opinion. The honourable gentleman 
who uſed that argument had made an admiſſion, for which he 
thanked him; for he confeſſed that the funds would riſe upon the 
proſpect of a peace, even though that peace might be founded on 
terms diſadvantageous to the country. If that was true, then they 
could not be conſidered as affording good grounds by which to judge 
of the real intereſts of the country. If, indeed, the honourable 
gentleman's arguments on this part of the ſubje& were founded, 
then there would be reaſon to deſpond—then there would be ſome 
reaſon for the calumny which the enemy had inſolently thrown out 
againſt this country, viz. that we were a nation of ſhopkeepers, and 
that we would at any time fell our moſt valuable intereſts for a 
profit of 2 per cent. It was not by acting upon ſuch narrow princi- 
ples as theſe that the French had riſen to their preſent power, and had 
become an object of ſo much terror to the gentlemen on the other 
fide of the Houſe. Thoſe gentlemen weighed the conduct of the two 
countries by very unequal meaſures. They contended for the 
greatneſs of Bonaparte and of the French nation ; but if they were 
great, it was not by the adoption of ſuch conduct as that which was 
now recommended, that they became ſo. If they were in that 
ſituation which had been repreſented, it was becauſe they were not 
driven into deſpondency by every reverſe of fortune, nor gave up 
Feat deſigus . becauſe, in ſome inſtances, their efforts were unſuc- 
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collect that any predigions had been made. 


* 
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ceſsful. Gentlemen had talked of the commerce! of the country ; 

dut did they ſuppoſe that the commerce was created by the preſent 
military and naval exertions of the country, or that it could exif 
without them? Moſt undoubtedly, if our commerce was not pro- 
tected by our power, it would become an eaſy prey to our rivals, 
The honourable gentleman in the courſe of his ſpeech had, rather 
unfortunately for his argument, aſked how did King William pre. 
ſerve the confederacy of which he was the head? He would tell the 
honourable gentleman how he preſerved that confederacy together: 
it was by adhering ſtrictly to his engagements; it was, by not ſuf. 
fering himſelf to be driven from his purpoſes by the mere rumour of 
a defeat. But now gentlemen were at once for going into a Com- 
mittee, without knowing the circumſtances of -that defeat about 
which they were fo much alarmed, and without knowing any thing 
about the diſpoſition or the reſources of that ally which we were 
going to abandon. Gentlemen had always ſpoken of our allies as 
if they had been of no aſſiſtance to this country ; but there was no 
man who conſidered the ſubject fairly, who would not admit that 
the advantages we had received from our allies were great, even 
though in every inltance they might not fully anſwer our expecta- 
tions. There was, however, upon this as well as upon many other 
parts of this ſubject, ſomething very fingular in the mode of rea- 
foning adopted by the gentlemen on the other fide of the Houſe; 
for, in the firſt place, they had endeavoured to demonſtrate the ab- 
ſurdity of attempting to keep any great confederacy together, and 
immediately after they conſidered the defection of ſome of our al lies 
as a matter of charge againſt His Majeſty's Miniſters. Another 
acebfation which had been made was, that Miniſters had been miſ- 
taken in their predictions; now, in the firſt-place, he did not re- 
His Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters had ſtated, that which was obvious to all the world, viz. 

that they were going to enter into a moſt arduous and doubtful 
conflit ; but that they were about to enter into it with every ad- 

vantage, from the number and diſcipline of the troops of our allics, 
and the ſkill of the Generals by whom they were "commanded. 
Now, in ſuch a conteſt one party muſt fail; juſt as when two men 
rode upon a horſe, one muſt ride behind; but no prediQions were 
made, though great expectations might have been formed, from the 
advantages we poſſeſſed. Gentlemen, however, judging by thc 
event, now contended that the Auſtrians muſt have been defeated; 
but he did not recolleR, -that before the event they hazarded an) 
prediction. of that kind: they had, indeed, declared generally 
againſt the war, and now laid hold af thefe reverics, which die, 
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had not foreſeen, to prove the wiſdom of their obſervations, His 


Majeſty's Miniſters knew as well as the gentlemen on the other 
fide of the Houſe, that ſuch a conteſt could not be conducted with- 
out danger ; but the queſtion was, whether they had not takeri 
every means which human prudence could ſuggeſt to prevent it 7 
Alluſions had been made upon this occafion, as well as upon many 
others, to the negotiations at Paris and at Liſle. His opinion re- 
ſpecting them was but of little conſequence, it could have but little 
weight in the Councils of the country ; but ſurely thoſe very ne- 
gotiations were a proof that Miniſters were willing to enter into a 
negotiation whenever they ſaw there was the leaſt probability of ef- 
feng an honourable peace for this country ; and they ſhewed that 
Miniſters did not think that any ſuch opportunity now preſented; 
or they would not have neglected it. He would, however, ſtate, 


with reſpect to thoſe negotiations, that if ever, during the progreſs 


of the preſent war, this country was really in danger, it was at the 
period when they were carrying on; it was, that the enemy would 
have acceded to the terms which we then propoſed. He was 
firmly of opinion, that if we had made peace at that time, with the 
general deſpondency which then prevailed, but which ſubſequent 
events had fortunately diſſipated, they would not now be fitting to 
diſcuſs the ſtate of the nation. Gentlemen recommended Miniſters 
to enter into a negotiation for peace, with a confeſſion that they were 
unable to carry on the war; but ſurely every rational man muſt ad- 
mit, that a peace concluded under ſuch circumſtances muſt de 
the intereſts and dignity of the country. The preſent war had 
upon this and upon former occafions been compared with the Ame- 
rican war: but he did not fee how two wars could be well com- 
pared together, or how gentlemen could argue from the paſt events 
of one, to the probable events of another. The honourable 
gentleman had ſtated, that the preſent war, like that with Ame- 
rica, was founded in deluſion, Had been conducted without ability, 
and would end in defeat. There was, however, one point in 
which the two wars were fimilar ; and that was, that they both 
were civil wars, in which men fot the rſt time learnt to wiſh welt 
to the enemies of their country. He was ready to'confeſs, that he 
was a well-wiſher to the Americans (there was d cry of Hef! 
Hear !” on the Oppoſition fide); he begged to obſerve to thoſe gentle- 
men, that if he wiſhed ſucceſs to the Americans, they had been out 
fellow ſubjects ; they were, he might almoſt ſay, our countrymen 2 
their object was not the deſtructiom of this country. He 
confeſſed, that duting the American war, he thought the ſuccels of 
the Americans effentinlto the interefts of this country; aud be | 
Vor. XII. * T U | 
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begged leave to aſk the gentlemen on the other ſide, if they now 
entertained the ſame ſentiments with reſpeQ to the French ? Upon 
the whole, the queſtion for the conſideration of the Houſe was, 
whether there had been laid before them ſufficient grounds to in- 
duce them to go into the Committee now propoſed, and to interfere 
with. the Exceutive Government; thev would have to conſider 
whether, after the event of the negotiations at Paris and at Liſle, 
they ought not to be very cautious how they entered in'o negotia- 
tions with ſuch an enemy. It appeared to him, that no ſufficient 
ground had been laid down for the interference propoſed, and there- 
fore he ſhould give the motion his molt decided negative. 

Mr. NICHOLLS ſaid, the preſent motion did not interfere 
with the Executive Government ; but the queſtion was, whether, 
after eight years of unſucceſsful war, we were ſtill to perſevere 
without the proſpect of better fortune ? He confeſſed, that he had 
hopes that the good ſenſe of ſome of His Majeſty's Miniſters would 
lead them to difavow the principles laid down by the Secretary at 
War. He felt confident, that the wiſdom of two of the right ho- 
nourable gentlemen oppoſite to him, viz. the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer and the Secretary of State, would induce them not to 
perſevere in a conteſt which they muſt now feel to be hopeleſs. He 
then proceeded to take a view of the caules of the French Revolu- 
tion, which he admitted to have ariſen from French philoſophy, and 
contended that the object of thoſe who brought about that event 
was, not the acquiſition of territory, but to introduce that degree of 
equality of ſituation which would give ſcope to the energy of the 
French character. But if the French Revolution was owing to 
French philoſophy, it was to the doArines of Mr. Burke that he 
ſhould attribute our being engaged in this war. That gentleman and 
nis diſciples thought it was their intereſt to reinſtate the Nobleſſe of 
France, which had been very improperly compared with the Nobility 
of England; for the latter had no powers that were injurious to the 
community. If the. doarine which had been laid down during this 
debate, of the neceſſity of continuing the war till the old Govern- 

nt of France was reſtored, was not contradicted, then the public 
would know that they were engaged in a Bellum Internecinum, and 
that for an object in which their intereſts were not concerned. He 
looked upon the eſtabliſhment of the old Government as an unat- 
tainable abject ; he believed it was the only thing which Bonaparte 

| could not do. The character of the Engliſh people had ſuffered 
by, their inflexible perſeverance in the preſent war; and even their 
allics the-Germaps had ſaid, that the Engliſh bad covered Germany 


With blood. and geld: He truſted, we ſhould not continue to de- 
. 


IX 


liminaries of a peace. 
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ſer ve that character, but that we ſhould now ſeriouſly endeavour to | 


reſtore a general peace. He had feen the terms upon which Bona- 
parte was formerly willing to treat with this country in the pre- 
Talleyrand, the French Miniſter, had per- 
mitted them to be written down; and if Miniſters wiſhed for fur- 
ther information upon that ſubject, a gentleman of character was 
willing to attend them. 

Mr. WINDHAM faid, the honourable gentleman had ex- 
preſſed a wiſh that the doctrines advanced, by him (Mr. Windham) 
ſhould be contradicted by the reſt of His Majeſty's Miniſters. He 
would give that gentleman the ſatisfaction of contradicting them 


| himſelf; at ?:aſt ſuch as had been put into his mouth, but which 


he had not in any part of his ſpeech uttered. 

Mr. W SMITH explained. 

Mr. HAWKINS BROWNE agreed with Mr. Wilberforce 
in wiſhing that Miniſters ſhould make no avowal of the terms 
upon whhich they would make peace, or of their future plans of 
conduct; but-he, as a private Member of Parliament, might avow 
what he had done upon many. former occaſions, that he never would 


ſupport this war, if he thought any change in the government of 


France were the object of it. He had ſupported it throughout as 
a war of ſelf defence ; nor could he allow it to be ſtiled an-unneceſ- 


fary or unſucceſsful war, without entering his proteſt againſt both 


theſe opinions. He aſſerted, that Miniſters had taken all poſſible 
methods to avert the war, from the commencement of the French 
Revolution in 1789 till. February 1792 ; and that never was any 
Adminiſtration. more defirons of preſerving peace: documents lately 
publiſhed, and every new inveſtigation of the ſubject, had fully 
proved this aſſertion. He was confident that they had loſt no op- 
portunity of making peace, as they had ſhewn ſo great a diſpoſition 
to it in two negotiations at Paris and Liſle: any further overtures 
were more likely to retard than promote peace. He enlarged more 
upon the ſucceſs of the war. We had a moſt powerful enemy to 


contend wich, who exhauſted all the foree and all the property of a 


moſt brave and formidable nation, to conquer or depreſs and plunder 
every country in Europe, and to raiſe dreadful inſurrections againſt 
every legitimate Government. We could only form a faint idea of 
the horrors plotted” here, by the crimes actually, perpetrated in Ire- 


land. We had been ſucceſsful in the preſervation of our domeſtic ' 
tranquillity z we had been jucceſsful beyond all other wars, and 
even beyond any period of peace, in the ſecurity and increaſe of our 


commerce, and in the ſupport of national credit : but he was ſure ' 
he Engliſh ſpirit was not ſo degenerate, that the Houſe would hear 
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Sim with patience deſcribe = wat as unſucceſsful, in which we had 
defended our lives, ;or ſecured our wealth. He would contend, that 
| the glaxy of this country was never raiſed ſo high as it had been in 
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the whale courſe of this war by our naval triumphs ; nor had our 
Generals failed in acquiring their ſhare of honour. If we had been 
unſucceſsful, it was in the choice of allies, and in part of their con- 
duct which we could not controul. An honourable and laſting 
peace muſt be the wiſh of every man in the nation ; but a vote of 
this Houſe to force His Majeſty's Miniſters to make peace, muſt be 
laying ourſelyes at the feet of the enemy: it myſt be that in any 
war ; but could never be fo miſchievous or ſo abſurd in any war as 
the preſent ; becauſe we never had ſo implacable and ferocious an 
enemy, and becauſe we were never more able to ſupport a war in 


our juſt defence, from the height of our public credit, the immenſe 


number of our. ſoldiery and ſeamen, their diſtinguiſhed and experi. 
enced valour, and the univerſal ſpirit of a free and loyal people. 
Mr. BUXTON ſaid, he ſhould oppoſe this motion, becauſe no 
fatisfaQory ground had, in his opinion, been ſtated in favour of it. 
The only information the Houſe had before them was, that of newſ- 
papers, which were certainly not ſufficient to juſtify the Houſe in 


going into a Committee. There was no doubt but the Miniſters 


muſt be. anxious to obtain a peace, if it could be done on terms con- 
Gent with the honour and ſafety of the nation; and he truſted 
there. was not an Engliſhman who would not rather die in the laſt 


diteh deſendiog his country, than ſubmit to any other terms. 


Sir F. BURDETT JONES, in ſupporting the motion, took a 
haſty view of the conduct of Adminiſtration with reſpect to Ireland, 
the ſtate priſpners, and the general plan. of the war. The enormi- 


ties and eruelties committed in the ſiſter kingdom, he ſaid, exceeded 


any. thing done by Nero or Caligula ; and the. hardſhips to which 
the ſtate priſoners had been ſubjected, were in many inſtances un- 


cxampled in any, reign. "Theſe were grounds for going into a Com- 


mittee. If again the Houſe. would confider what had been the fate 
of the ſueceſſive expeditions undertaken againſt the enemy, an ad- 
ditional: ſtrong ground would be. furniſhed for agreeing to the mo- 
tion. All the expeditions, from that to Quiberon to the one to the 


coaſt of Holland, had failed. Theſe were matters for a Committee. 
Being of opinion, therefore, that good grounds exiſted ſor inquiry, he 
would: juſt, add, that it might be a very ꝓolitie and neeeſſary con- 
fideration. in ſuch. a Committee, how. far it would be proper to ad- 
dreſs ——— — AIDE —— 
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Mr. ELLISON could not ſupport the motion. Ft appeared to 
him, that gentlemen were willing to give up the country to the 
enemy, and abet and ſupport treafon. He voted in the pure ſpirit 
of independence, but could not help thinking that many of thoſe who 
ſupported the motion ſpoke the language of party. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE.—*« Sir, the honourable gentleman 4 
ſpoke laſt has been pleaſed to impute to thoſe who ſupport this mo- 
tion a ſtrong degree of party ſpirit, and would wiſh to make the Houſe 
believe that we have not the good of the public at heart : but I dif- 
dain to anſwer ſuch ill- founded charges, and ſhall only appeal to the 
honourable gentleman himſelf, and afk him, whether it be quite 
confiſtent with liberality of ſentiment to make ſuch unwarrantable 
accuſations, and what he would think of my friends and of myſelf, 
if, with no greater ſupport in fact, we were to aſſert that he and the 
other adherents of Adminiſtration were actuated by none but private 
and ſelfiſh views. Would he not ſpurn with indignation the un- 
merited charge ? If he would, he can judge of the emotions which 
he has raiſed in my breaſt. 

Sir, the preſent queſtion appears to me to admit the greateſt 

latitude of debate. In ſhewing the propriety of a motion to take 

into conſideration the ſtate of the nation, I might enlarge (I ſpeak 

it with ſubmiſſion, Sir, to your authority) upon the population, the. 
revenues, and the refources of the country ; (the Speaker bowed 

his aſſent) indeed, I know not a fingle public queſtion, which 

ſeems to be excluded from this debate. Let not the honourable 

Member then imagine, that he ſilences my honourable. friend, the 

worthy Baronet, (Sir }F. Burdett Jones,) by ating that the treat- 

ment of the priſoners in Cold Bath Fields is irrelevant to the preſent 

ſubject. The adminiſtration of juſtice is a moſt important na- 

tional concern, and deſerves the ſerious attention of the Legiſlature. 

1 do not, however, Sir, at this late hour, purpoſe to bring forward 

all the topics which this motion comprehends. I will only fele& 
the moſt ſtriking and the moſt impreſſive, leſt I ſhould be indused 

to enter upon too wide a field of diſcuſſion. 

« My-honourable friend (Mr. Weſtern) who is juſtly entitled: to- 
the thanks of the Houſe, and of the country, for having propoſed to 
Parliament, at the preſent awful crifis an inquiry into the ſtate of 
the nation, has confined his obſervations to the unhappy war it 
which we are engaged. I ſhall imitate his conduct, and ſpeak 
with the ſame limited: views. Is it not of the utmoſt conſequence: 
to aſcertain the object · for which this diſaſtrous war is thus long- 
continued? Do we know for what-inducement ſo many bloedy bat 
tles are fought, and ſueh maſſes of treaſure are * The 
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right honourable. gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) 
whenever that queſtion has been put to him, has always anſwereg, 
« J will tell you in a fingle word 3 it is for ſecurity we fight, and 
for that alone.” Although ſuch a reply may ſatisfy ſome gentle. 
men, it will not content me. Security is a looſe and vague word, 
unleſs we be informed in what that ſecurity conſiſts. Upon that ſub. 
ze the ideas of the right honourable gentleman have appeared to 
be extremely flucuating. In the vear 1793 Bord Hood, after the 
taking of Toulon, publiſhed to the inhabitants of France, that 
England wiſhed only for the re-eſtabliſhment of the limited 
monarchy, which had been formed in 1789. The Princede Saxe 
Cobourg, about the ſame time, announced to the French nation, 


that his imperial maſter would guarantee the Conſtitution of 1789, 


which “ the people had choſen for themſelves;“ but in three or 
four days after the date of this proclamation, he was ordered to te- 
tract the declaration, and ſtate that he ſhould not conſider it as 
binding. This alteration of conduct is generally attributed to the 
Congreſs of Ambaſſadors from the allicd powers, which was aſſem- 
bled at Antwerp, and in which Britiſh Councils are. ſuppoſed to 
have had the aſcendancy. At the cloſe of the year 1795, our ſe- 
curity was no longer placed in a limited Monarchy, but we had no 
objection to the new Conſtitution, then in its infancy, even in its 


cradle, ſcarcely five werks old. We cared not for its probable 


inſtability; and. we entertained no abhorrence for a government, 
conliſting of a Council of 500, a Council of Antients, and an 
Executive, compoſed of five Directors, all of whom, or at leaſt the 
greater-part of whom, had pronounced ſentence of death upon their 
royal maſter, and {tained their hands in his blood; but on the con- 


trary, thought it © capable of maintaining the accuſtomed relations 


of peace and amity.” But how is the ſcene again changed! No 
longer the Conſtitution of 1789 ; no longer the Conſtitution of 
1795; but the ancien regime of France, with the ſceptre in the hands 
of a Bourbon, is our favourite object. Sir, I heſitate not to allow 
that Miniſters. have admitted a poſſibility of ſuch an order of things 
in France, that they may be compelled to treat, without waiting for 


the reſtoration of the Bourbon family. This weakens not my ar- 
gument. It is enough for me, that to replace that line of Princes. 


upon the throne of F rance, and to inveſt them with the ſame de- 


ſpotic powers enjoyed by their anceſtors, is the avowed object of our 
Preference. Is it not made the ſine qua non of immediate negotiation; 
and is not this condition alone pointed out as capable of removing 
all obſtacles to negotiation? If then Miniſters have never ſeemed, 
to be long agreed upon that form of French government which, 
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would place the Engliſh nation in a ſtate of ſafety, but have pro- 
fefſed attachment to Conſtitutions ſo very different from each other, 
is it not of the higheſt moment, is it not of the moſt urgent neceſſity 
to enter upon an inveſtigation of the actual object for which the 
country is condemned till to ſuffer the calamities of war? Should 
it appear that there is no other motive for the proſecution of the 
conteſt, than a deſire to repreſs the graſping ambition of France, and 
reduce her power within certain limits, then a queſtion will ariſe, 
which it may be difficult for Miniſters to anſwer, namely, why they 
rejected within the ſpace of a few weeks, two ſucceſſive overtures of 
pacification which ſeem-to have been made in the very ſpirit of con- 
ciliation ; for how could they know that Bonaparte, had they heard 
his terms, would not have offered ſuch as were not incompatible 
with the ſecurity of the other European nations? How could they 
know that he would not have reſigned ſome of that territory which 
the victorious. arms of the enemy had acquired for the Republic ? 
Or, ſhould it appear that we are at war merely to check the preva- 
lence of opinions which are deemed hoſtile to religion and virtue, 
and ſubverſive of ſocial order, then it will be proper to inquire how 
tar force is likely to ſucceed againſt principles, and whether violence 
have not a tendency to accelerate rather than impede the progreſs of 
thoſe tenets which we hold in deteſtation. But ſhould it be made 
manifeſt that the old regal tyranny of France, in the race of the 
Bourbons, is the real ground for continuing the war, then it may be 
aſked, whether we have not as much to dread from the ambition of 
the Bourbons as from the love of dominion in Bonaparte ? whether 
they and the other Princes of Europe have not been guilty of frater- 
nization, and of exciting the people of a country againſt their rulers, 
as much as Bonaparte and the various Governments of France fince 
the Revolution ? and whether they be not as little to be 'depended 


upon for the obſervance of their engagements as the faithleſs and 
pertidious monſter, Bonaparte? ”—| A general cry of Hear! 


Hear! Hear!” from the Oppoſition fide of the Houſe. ]|—Theſe, 
dir, are ſome of the numerous points of. inquiry which a Com- 
mittee upon the tate of the nation would neceſſarily have to pro- 
poſe to its conſideration, | 


It is alſo, Sir, indiſpenſable to examine our means of proſe-, 
cuting the war, and for this purpoſe to compare our paſt ard preſent 
ſituation, On this topic my honourable friend (Mr. Weſtern) has 


expatiated a great deal. After his plain, perſpicuous, and manly 


ſtatement, I need ſay very little; but by way of reinforcing what 


he advanced, I cannot refrain from ſhewing, by a reference to in- 


filputable documents, how much our condition on the 24th of Sep- 


| 
| 
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tember laſt is deteriorated. We find His Majeſty on that day, 
under the advice of his Miniſters, according to parliamentary lan. 
guage, exulting in the triumphant poſture of public affairs. We 
find him anticipating the glory of reſtoring the religion, liberty, 
and independence of the United Provinces, fo long in intimate 
union and alliance with this country,” What has been the reſult? 
The remains of a large and powerful army were obliged to capity. 
late for their ſafety, and ſolicit permiſſion to quit the coaſt which 
they had invaded. The authors or conductors of the enterprize; in. 
ſtead of glory, have incurred diſgrace ; and, inſtead of reſcuing thoſe 
provinces from the yoke of France, have, by the very failure of the 
attempt, fixed them more firmly in her intereſt, We alſo perceive 
His Majeſty making the following declaration in another part of the 
fame ſpeech :—** While you rejoice with me in the events which 
add ſo much luſtre to the Britiſh character, you will, I am per- 
ſuaded, as cordially join in the ſentiments ſo juſtly due to the con- 
duct of my good and faithful ally the Emperor of Ruſſia; to his 
magnanimity and wiſdom, directing fo ſo many quarters of Europe 
the force of his extenſive and powerful empire, we are in a great 
degree indebted for the ſucceſs of our own efforts, as well as for the 
rapid and favourable change in ite general ſituation of affairs. [ 
have directed copies to be laid before you of thoſe engagements 
which have conſolidated and cemented -a connection fo cotrſonant to 


the permanent intereſts of my empire, and ſo important at the pre- 


fent moment to every part of the civilrzed world. Now, Sir, 
what has been the fate of this conneQiion thus conſe/idated and thus 
cemented ? The mighty fabric has, in the courſe of a few months, 
crumbled into duſt. The rapid and favourable change in the 
general ſituation of - affairs” is aſeribed,- on the 24th of September 
1799, © to the magnanimity and wiſdom of our good and faithful 


Aly, the Emperor of Ruſſia: this faithful ally has ſince with- 


drawn himfelf from the confederacy, and as rapid a change for the 
worſe has taken place: Nay, if report ſpeak truth, out faithful ally 
has di ſcovered ſome hoſtile diſpoſition towards this country, and is 
about to form, as my honourable friend (Mr. Weſtern) has ſtated, 


an armed neutrality of the northern powers. In the ſame ſpeech, 


which- I have more than onee quote, His Majeſty alſo ſays, that 


the deliverance of Italy may now be confidered as fecured by the 


reſult of a campaign, equal in ſplendour: and ſucceſs to any the 
moſt brilliant recorded in hiſtory.” What is the ſad reverſe! in 


how ſhort a ſpaee of time is that countty, whoſe deliverance from 


the French yoke was thus ſecured, again in poſſeſſion of the Fir 


Conſul I fay again in poſleſſion of the Fiiſt Conſul ; for fince 
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the battle of Maringo, moſt of the ſtrong places have been ſur- 
rendered, and all Italy lies proſtrate at his feet. Perhaps at this 
moment we may not have a ſingle ally left; for it is highly probable 
that preliminaries of peace between Auſtria and France may have 
been ſigned. Can the right honourable gentleman think that 
« the ſplendour and ſucceſs of the laſt campaign, equal,” as it is ſaid 
to be, ** to the moſt brilliant recorded in hiſtory,” will be more 
admired- by poſterity than Bonaparte's plan of the preſent cam- 
paign, his expeditious mareh over the Alps, and his complete over- 
throw, in the courſe of a very few weeks, of the whole Auſtrian 
force in Italy? Will the fame of Suwarrow eclipſe the renown of 
Bonaparte? But, Sir, let us alſo compare. our preſent diſaſtrous 
condition with the prediction of the right honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Pitt) on the 3d February laſt : he then declared in this Houſe; 
that © we had every reaſon to expect a co-operation on the Conti- 
nent in the courſe of the preſent year, even to a greater extent than 
in the laſt campaign.” I have ſhewn, Sir, what ill-founded hopes 
he has cheriſhed in himfelf and in the nation. The right honour- 
able gentleman aſſerted on that day, that there were the ſtrongeſt 
marks of a diſpoſition, in the interior of France, to active reſiſtance 
againſt this new tyranny.” 
into air! We have fomented, in every potlible way, diſaffection, 
in the weſtern provinces of France, to the exiſting Government; 
we have ſupplied the Chouans with arms and with money, the latter 
of which amounts to a conſiderable ſum, as may be proved by 
documents upon your table; but inſtead of making uſe of your 
ſupplies againſt Bonaparte, they made their peace with him without 
ſtriking a blow, and thus you have furniſhed the enemy with 
weapons-againſt yourſelves. Sir, it is painful, it is extremely 
painful, to dwell upon the continued failure of our ſchemes : I will 
only aſk the right honourable gentleman in his own terms, whether 
he be now ſo confident as in - February-laſt, ** that Great Britain 
is likely to prove the inſtrument of delivering the world from the 
crimes and miſeries which have attended the French Revolution?“ 
« Other highly-important | confiderations, Sir, might be ſubmitted 
to ſuch a Committee as is the object of my, honourable friend's mo- 
ton. Might it not be inquired, whether we had not embroiled our- 


ſelves too much in affairs of the Continent ? It was the policy of 
wiſe ſtateſmen in other times, that England ſhould never interfere 


in Continental wars, except when the general intereſt of ' Europe 
abſolutely required, and that ſhe ſhould, always remember to act, 
not as a principal, but as an auxiliary. This was a ſound. opinion, 
and founded on the ſecurity we derive from our inſular ſituation. 

Vor. XII. Uu | 


How has this ſpirit of royalty vaniſhed 
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But the preſent adminiſtration ſeem to have diſregarded the ſage 
maxims of our anceſtors. Auſtria and Pruſſia firſt engaged in the 
war againſt France. We followed as auxiliaries indeed; but ſoon 
ve placed ourſelves in the front of the battle, and have ever ſines 
continued to take upon -ourſelves the heat and burthen of the day. 
In ſhort, Sir, we have been the packhorſe and paymaſter of Europe. 
Is ſuch conduct juſtifiable? If it be deſirable that the power of 
France ſhould be reduced, if there be any danger from the ambition 
of her rulers, who has moſt to fear, the powers upon the Conti- 


nent, or theſe kingdoms, protected as they are by the ocean? If we 


be apprehenſive of the inroads of Jacobinical opinions, and it be 
allowed, for the ſake of argument, that arms are capable of making 
effectual reſiſtance, are not the European ſtates, from their conti- 
guity to the territory of France, and from the nature of their go- 
vernments, more likely to be over-run by them than ourſelves? If 
nothing but the reſtoration of the old Monarchy and the Bourbon 
family can re-eſtabliſh the general tranquillity of Europe, who, 
during the interval, ſuppoſing the object to be practicable, are moſt 
likely to be ſufferers by the conteſt thoſe whoſe country may be 
made the ſeat of war, or ourſelves who poſſeſs, and may continue to 


Is poſſeſs, the ſovereignty of the ſeas? If it be ſaid that Auſtria, our 


only ally, (if ſhe yet be ſuch,) may be able to bring men into the 
field, but has not the means of paying them, then let it be conſidered, 


that the Emperor of Germany, after he had broken the treaty of 


Campo Formio, made the moſt powerful exertions againſt France, 
without the leaſt pecuniary aſſiſtance from any quarter whatſoever, 


Will it not therefore be right, Sir, to diſcuſs the propriety, in a. 


Committee upon the ſtate of the nation, of ſubſidizing foreign 
Princes to fight battles in which they are infinitely more intereſted 
than ourſelves ? 
Having touched, Sir, upon the ſubject of ſubſidies, I cannot help 
ſuggeſting, even at this advanced hour of the night, that this Houſe 
ought to be informed, whether the Court of Vienna have performed 
the engagement it has contracted with England. It is well known 
that the Emperur of Germany borrowed of our Government 
. 4,000,000. in the year 1795. Gentlemen have no occaſion to 
be tald, that, by ih conditions of that loan, his Imperial Majeſty 
ſtipulated to pay the intereſt regularly, and to inveſt 60,0001. annu- 
ally in our funds for the redemption of the principal. Has his Im- 
perial Majeſty ever paid a ſingle ſhilling in the ſhape of intercſt? 
Has he ever purchaſed any ſtock whatever for the purpoſe of gra- 
dually extinguiſhing the capital? The Houſe is alſo aware that a 
convention wasmade in the year 1797, by which our Government 


3 
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lent the ſum of 1,600,0001. to the Court of Vienna. Words 
cannot make it clearer that this ſum was advanced as a loan; yet 
the Emperor, until very lately, contended that it was no more than 
a ſubſidy, contrary to a language the moft unambiguous, and incapa- 
ble of being miſunderſtood. He quibbled ; he made uſe of every 
ſubterfuge and evaſion for a confiderable time. On the 157th of 
February of the preſent year, the right honourable gentleman ac- 
knowledged that he had juſt received intelligence of the ratification 
of that convention, which ought to have been ſigned above two 
years before. T his long interval the Emperor conſumed in diſ- 
honourable caviiling, and at length conſented to allow the debt 
which, in fairneſs, he never could have denied. He conſented to 
own bimſclf a debtor to England in the amount of 1,600,000l. 
on condition of receiving a bonus in the form of ſubſidy of about 
2,000,0c0l. He was bribed into an ac of honeſty. | 

« The inquiries, Sir, which I have propoſed, are of primary im- 
portance, and demand, in my judgment, the attention of a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe. In no other way can they be throughly 
fifted and examined. If the reſult of a full inveſtigation of theſe 


and other topics, which will naturally preſent themſelves, ſhould . 


prove unfavourable to Miniſters; if they ſhould be convicted of 
carrying on the war for an object deſerving of the moſt marked re- 
probation ; if it ſhould appear that they are men bold in defign and 
impotent in execution, who, by a uniform ſeries of miſcarriages 
within a few ſhort months, have brought their country into ſo 
perilous a criſis, that ſcarcely a ray of hope pierces the thick gloom 
which hangs over our heads; if they have. violently and diſdain- 
fully rejected the pacific overtures of Bonaparte, twice propoſed in 
terms the moſt decent and reſpectful, upon flimſy pretences which 
lead to eternal war, ſuch as the probable inſtability of a govern- 
ment, and the infidious character of its firſt magiſtrate, | A general 
cry of * Hear! Hear!” from the Oppoſition benches, | then, Sir, 
that Committee will have but one meaſure to adopt, namely, to 
preſent an addreſs to His Majeſty, praying him to diſmiſs from his 
councils his preſent weak, raſh, and inefficient adminiſtration.” 
Colonel HELEY ADDINGTON obſerved, that one topic 


dwelt on ſhortly by the honourable member who had juſt ſat down, - 


particularly drew his attention. It was ſtated, that one object of the 
propoſed Committee was to aſcertain the object of the war: and 


to do this, it would be neceſſary to review the whole of its hiſtory, 


and not only to call to the bar the right honourable gentleman on 
the floor, but alſo all his Majeſty's cabinet. "Thoſe high charac- 
ters muſt be aſked ſeparately -what the motives were which led to 
U u 2 
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the war in its origin, and what the cauſes that occaſioned its being 
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continued. For his part, he was averſe to every propolition which 


drew into controverſy the purity of thofe motives wliich led origi. - 


nally to the war. But the chief ground of the preſent motion ap- 
peared to be, the ſuppoſed reverſes in Italy. Now he did not 
mean to deny that loſſes had been ſuſtained by our allies in that 
quarter: yet, ſurely, gentlemen would allow, that it was incumbent 
on the Houſe of Commons to know preciſcly the extent of the 
loſſes of our allies, their temper, and means, before coming to a 
vote which might have the effect of creating jealvufies or exciting 
alarms. How ſtood the fat as to Italy? There was no doubt 
that the enemy had obtained. a viQory ; but if the convention with 
Melas was recolleQed, it muſt be obvious to gentlemen that, having 
ſtipulated for the forts of Piedmont, he had taken the ſtrong line 
of the Mincio, and was probably in a condition to maintain him- 
ſelf, with Mantua, &c. to ſupport him on one fide. But what- 
ever was the real ſituation of our ally in Italy, it would ill become 
us to deſpond. Wich reſpect to the aſſertion, that peace was the 
general wiſh of the country, he would remind gentlemen, that in 
the time of the American war the table was crowded with petitions 
for peace, whereas not a ſingle petition was before the Houſe at at 
moment for ſuch a purpoſe. Being of opinion, therefore, that no 
ſtrong caſe was made out, he ſhould conſider it to be his duty to 
oppole the motion. 

Mr. SHERIDAN - Sir, I have lifiened with very great at- 
tention to the ſeveral gentlemen who have this night addreſſed you 
on the preſent queſtion ; but, except the honourable gentleman who 
has juſt ſat down, I have not heard one member who has met the 
queſtion fairly. He has faid, that if my. honourable friend had 

made out a ſtrong caſe, he would not have ſtrenuouſly oppoſed him. 
Now, Sir, I muſt be permitted to ſay, that I think a peculiarly 
ſtrong cafe has been exhibited, and has been ſupported. I hoſe 
gentlemen who would not be detained by any grave and patient ex- 
aminagion of the queſtion, thoſe who appeared on all occaſions eayer 
to ſkip over the moſt-important intereſts, and the moſt ſacred rights, 
had aſſumed two grounds as the baſis of the preſent motion. One 
of theſe was peace; and the other the diſmiſſal of His Majeſty's 
Miniſters. That peace ſhould be an ungrateful ſound in a Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons, was ominous ; but that the diſmiſſal of Mi- 
niſters was to be ſtoutly reſiſted, could not at all ſurpriſe thoſe who 
knew how much depended on the poſſeſſion of place and the enjoy- 


ment of penſions. But what was the mution of his honourable friend? 
Why no more than that as there exiſted a ue and extraordinary criſs 
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of the war, of the country, and of Europe, it was aſſumed to be in- 
cumbent orfthe repreſentatives of the people of England not to go back 
to their conſtituents unable to anſwer them on the moſt momentous 
of all inquiries—** What is the ſtate of the Country?“ The 
motion ſeeks to appoint a Committee to inquire into the ſtate of the 


nation. What effect this Committee will really have, it is not 


eaſy to conjecture. I wiſh it to be appointed. becauſe I am ſolicit- 
ous that the Houſe ſhould be found collected, in caſe of arrivals 
from the Continent, ſo as to adviſe the Crown on the circumſtances 
of the war. In point of fact, the motion differs not materially 
from the one I had myſelf the honour to bring forward the other 
day for a call of the Houſe. And ſurely no honourable member 
who valued the Conſtituttiin—who confidered the actual fituation 
of the country — who knew any thing of the ſtate of Europe, will 
be in haſte to deny, that never was there a eriſis more important 
than the preſent—never a period when it was more neceſſary that 
the conſtituents of the people of England ſhould be collected 
ſhould look fully in the face of the impending danger — ſhould try 
their honeft patrietic ſtrength—ſhould make their firm but reſpect- 
ful appeal to the throne, on the diſtreſſed and rightful ſituation of 
the country. The principal object of the motion, if adopted, is, 
however, to appoint a Committee, in which an addreſs ſhall be 
moved to His Majeſty, praying that His Majeſty will be pleaſed not 
to prorogue the Parliament in the preſent conj uncture of public 
affairs. It will be ſeen preſently whether too much is aſked by 
that motion. A gentleman who ſpoke early in the debate obſerved, 
that the ſalvation of the country depended on the reſult of the diſ- 
cuſhion of this night. I do not know how far it is true, that 
the ſafety of the country is in ſtrictneſs involved in the debate; but 
I do know that the character of the Houſe is moſt peculiarly im- 
plicated. We fimply deſire that a Committee ſhall be appointed 
to. conſider of the ſtate of the country ; we do not propoſe that the 
Miniſter ſhall be diſmiſſed: we propoſe no change of men or of 
meaſures, but leave every thing, except the appointment of a Com- 
mittee, to the future decifion of Parliament. Thus then, if the 
motion is rejected, gentlemen will refuſe an inquiry, which it is 
moſt certain the general affairs of this country and of Europe ren- 
der abſolutely neceſſary; and which it is neceflary to adopt if the 
character of the Houſe of Commons is to be at all times teſpected. 
The honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt ſays, that the intelligence 
reſpecting the defeats of the Auſtrians has come to us wholly through 
the French papers. I own that this is the ſource of intelligence to 
the Engliſh: public, Bot what Ggnifies a faſtidĩous jealouſy of the 
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truth of French ſtatements. It is not in the nature of human 
genius to alter the great and deciſive events of the campaign. We 

are told that it is only the event of a ſingle battle on which we dwell 

ſo much. I grant that it is no more. But, Sir, is that light mat. 

ter which is connected with the reſult of the ſingle battle of which 
gentlemen affect to think ſo meanly? Do gentlemen know, that 

by that battle, France got poſſeſſion of more power than the ever 

did poſſeſs ; that the reſult of it was to give to the victorious Ge. 
neral a more extenſive dominion, a wider ſcope of territory, than was 
ever before poſſeſſed in conſequence of any ſingle battle. Never 
fince hoſtile arinies have met in the warlike plain, have fo many 
ſtrong places, ſome of them the ſtrongeſt in Europe, been given up 

to the victor. Sir, the ſucceſs of the enemy dazzles ordinary men, 

7 and even leaves not the means to men practically converſant in the 
ſcience of war, of analyſing the elements of thoſe vaſt and profound 
plans which led in the execution of them to ſuch unparalleled 
achievements, and ſo great an acquiſition of individual glory. [ 
truſt that no honourable gentleman, I truſt that no ſagacious War 
Secretary will hereafter think of denving that Bonaparte i is a maſter 
in the art of war. The line of territory poſſeſſed by the Auſtrian 
General, and which gentlemen appear to conſider ſo advantageous to 
the allies, is juſt that line which the conqueror pointed out. Melas 
was beaten ; Bonaparte admitted him to a convention. The ſtrong 
places of Italy are given up. But it is evident, that the Auſtrian 
army was indebted to the magnanimity of the conqueror for the terms 
( pparently ſo moderate) on which his hoſtilities were ſuſpended, 
We are told, that it is but the event of one battle we have as yet to 
dwell on. I admit, Sir, it is only one battle; but in my mind a 
more decifive battle was never fought. What! ſhall you wait 
until a ſecond battle and a third has been tought ! Shall you wait 
until Kray has loſt a battle, until a firſt and ſecond battle have de- 
cided the fate of Germany? Perhaps, Miniſters, aQing on official 
- diſpatches and in the cloſet, do well to wait ; but the Houſe of 
Commons, knowing how crying is the neceſſity of the people, will 
do right immediately to commence an inquiry, which is to enable 
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country. However, Sir, we are reminded that it is not at this 
moment as it was towards the cloſe of the American war. We 
are told there are no petitions on the table. This is bold language. 
E's. + Rut do gentlemen forget that at the time of the American war, bad 
* 2 as. was the ſyſtem, the people could meet, and could petition Parlia- 
34 ment according to law ? whilſt in our duty, that country from which 
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it to judge diſtinAly and accurately of the real ſituation of the 


this Houſe derives its cxiſtence, is not at liberty to meet by its in · 
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habitants to petition Parliament againſt a cruel, oppreſſive, un- 
neceſſary and unjuſt war. Thus much with regard to petitions for 
peace. An honourable gentleman (Mr. Elliſon) behind me, has 
talked this night, as his cuſtom is on all occaſions, of his independ- 
ence. I think this a delicate topic, I do not like to hear ſo much 
laid of one's independence on all occaſions, and under every kind of 
circumſtances. It is not any fign of a narrow ſpirit to refuſe un- 
qualified encomiums on ſuch men. No moraliſt would think that 
virtue pure which was never to be exerciſed, nay, never recollected, 
without apparent exultation and an expreſſion of fingular enjoyment. 
The honourable gentleman who talks ſo much of his independence 
need not, perhaps, be told, that in this Houſe independence is a 
marketable commodity. We have heard a great deal about confi- 
dence; but I own that I never knew it, before this night, made the 
exeluſive ground of ſupport of Miniſters. We are told, there is 
no doubt of the country continuing to proſper; that we ſhall 
maintain our ſuperiority ; that Auſtria will recover her panic and 
her loſſes ; that all the eſſential members of the confederacy, 
Ruſſia, &c. are yet to be drawn cordially into the league. I believe 
not one word of all this. But what will the conſtituents of the right 
honourable gentleman ſay? They will aſk, why do you believe 
in all theſe things? The anſwer is ready, becauſe we have always 
believed, and becauſe the Miniſter appears to wiſh that we ſhould 
eontinue to believe. What was ſaid of King William III. is eu- 
rious, We are reminded, that the glory of that Monarch did not 
ariſe from his own talents, ſo much as from the ſucceſs of his ene- 
mics, Now, Sir, if this had been really true, I know of no pair 
of elaradders that ſo ſtrongly reſemble as William III. and Wil- 
liam Pitt! — The truth is, however, that the genuine glory of Wil- 
liam III. grew up with circumſtances of real danger, when the 
{uccefſes of his enemies tried his firmneſs : but when no meaſure 


of adverſity could'appal him; when, on the contrary, he bent for- 


ward his object with an undaunted ſpirit, and having collected the 
beſt troops, and poſſeſſed himſelf of the beſt reſources of a people, he 
made the ſword decide the fortune of his nation, and of Europe. 
William III. kept together coalitions, by his activity, his proweſs; 
and his talents—all coalitions break down under the uneven and 


unwiſe ſyſtem of the preſent Miniſters. But the character of Bo- 


naparte is at length to be reſcued from the mud and mire of Miniſ- 
terial abuſe. - The right honourable | Secretary admits that that 
General does poſſeſs talents, nay, that he is a great man, and that 
France is à great nation, Wonderful conceſſion! Bonaparte a 


great man! I own the honourable gentleman yielded the ad- 
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miſſion moſt unwillingly ; for at the moment it was made, one was 
reminded of the ſcurrility once fo. faſhionable ; inſomuch that that 
conceſſion was made in the ſtyle of a ſemi-bluſter. The right 
honourable Secretary has, however. attempted an apology for all 
the trive of thoſe who abuſed Bonaparte, We were told this night, 
that abuſe may be very equivocal and innoxious ; at leaſt that it 
may only be ſomething in which ſentiment takes an intereſt, or 
which is to be appreciated by feeling. I own, that I am not quite 
enough of a metaphyfician to purſue theſe topics minutely. But 
moſt practical readers in the ſcience of human nature would be of 
opinion, that foul and groſs epithets conſtitute abuſe, if that abuſe 
were not accompanied with the qualification of a Prime Miniſter or 
a Secretary at War. We were told that ſome one advertiſed worſted 
ſtockings loſt, to find filk : a very pretty conceit! but what more it 
has to do with a motion for an inquiry into the ſtate of the nation 
than would a diſſertation on filk- worms have to do with one on a 
Tiviot ſheep, I muſt leave to the worthy Preſident of the Board 
of Agriculture. As a figure it is wretched. I ean underſtand a 
pair of bells on a fool's cap; but I do not know what is meant by 
a pair of bells on a helmet: yet of the nature of this latter abſurdity, 
is that metaphor of the ſilk and worſted ſtocking. With reſpect to 
peace, we have had ſomething of an explanation. We were told 
by the honourable Secretary, that abuſe might be juſtifiable; 
but the right honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer prompted 
that gentleman, and we faw the Secretary correct himſeif moſt re- 
markably, in conſequence of the hint of the right honourable mem- 
ber. It appeared from the prempting, that gentlemen think that 
mutual abuſe has never prevented a peace being concluded between 
powers at war. It may be true, that in many inſtances peace has 
ſuffered no material delay in this way. But perhaps the peace of 
nations has not been leſs diſturbed than the peace of individuals. 
The honourable Secretary can well remember the time when 
his abuſe of thoſe near him, of the right honourable Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, of whom he was never unwilling to talk in con- 
temptuous ſtrains, who was mere Dowlas,—-that that abuſe did nd 
at all preclude a peace, a moſt cordial and complete reconciliation. 
But, Sir, we are told that the motion of my honourable friend is 
unadviſed and premature. All that we aſk is, to go into the in- 
quiry. My honcurable friend has called on the Houſe to pauſe, to 
look at the ftate of the country, and adopt proper. meaſures to avert 
the common danger; and, conſidering what is the ſtate of Europe, 
is it too much to call on the Houſe of Commons to act a part wot- 
thy of itſelf? What we wiſh ie, © ſhew that the reign of blind, 
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ſervile, and corrupt influence is over ; that new vigour has been 
infufed into the Conſtitution; and when we recolleR, that the allies 
muſt know how much ought to depend on a Houſe rightly conſti- 
tuted, I am far from thinking that the inquiry we propoſe would 
diſcourage our allies. The enemy would alſo ſee in ſuch a mea» 
ſure ſomething to cauſe hefitation. For, can it be ſuppoſed that 
Bonaparte, addreſſing his ſoldiers on the eve of attempting an inva- 
ſion of this country, could uſe one topic with better effect, than that 


the ſame Miniſters ruled who began and conducted the war. The 


people of England, indeed, muſt wiſh that the men who have 
brought the country to the brink of ruin may not always guide her 
affairs. Thus much then as to the effect the motion, if carried, 
would have on the ſpirit of the country. Do we hear that the funds 
have riſen ; the proſpect of peace is the cauſe. I own, that if Ire- 
land or the Weſt Indies were at all in danger, I ſhould be alarmed ; 
but as they are not in danger at this moment, who can be certain 
that the conteſt ſhall not afford opportunities to the enemy of annoy- 
ing thoſe poſſcfſions. An honourable gentleman has ſaid, that if 
we have ſent money to the Continent, we have had an equivalent, 
I do not know what is here really meant. Is the blood of the 
brave Germans a mere matter of commerce? But the fact perhaps 
is, that the placemen, penſioners, loan brokers, and contractors 
have had an equivalent. With regard to the obſervations of an 
honourable member (Mr. Wilberforce), that Miniſters would pro- 
ceed with the work of peace whenever circumſtances would allow, 
and that they wiſhed for peace, he could only remind the honour- 
able member of the tranſactions of 1795, when the honourable 
member, by an amendment to a motion then made for peace, ac- 
tually pledged the Miniſter to negotiate. We have heard from the 
ſame gentleman of the wiſdom and integrity of adminiſtration. , But 
whatever was the wiſdom and integrity of the Miniſters then, they 
appear to be much reduced in their ſtock of both at this moment. 
We were told, that in 1797, however, they attempted a ſincere 
negotiation. This phraſe was merely a trap, and ſeveral have been 
caught in it. War went on. No fincere efforts were made to 
ſtop its progreſs. A loſs of no leſs than 1 50,000 lives, and about 
200,000,000, are the effects of the obſtinacy of Miniſters on that 
oecafion, We are told of ſweet-hearting for peace; that we muſt 
give the heart and the hand to make peace effectual. Now, Sir, 


I willingly admit, that we muſt. be in earneſt. But if they at- 


tempted a peace in 1797 with the regicide Directory, when the 

Emperor had figned the peace of Leoben, can it be, that they are 

in 2 worſe ſituation at this moment. With regard to the objects 
Vor. XII. 1 | 


— —— 2 — 
2 o 


i * 
e be neat ⏑ ne BE renee . —⁰— IT ⏑‚— .] 
> — * * e 24 2 - OE * 5 
[ 9 Y — > 1 * * * 225952 2K 
— * - * by $64.6 > * * 2 ow 7 
„ * = n W 


| 


” = 6 nns Sw ht bb einen» 


— . 
E „ on Þ EPL <s = be oo a 


338 PARLIAMENTARY [ Comnoxs, 


of the war, muchr has been ſaid. The objects have been various. 
The laſt we heard avowed, was the reſtoration of the Bourbons. 
In 1797, we heard of nothing but religion and morality ; but theſe 
were ſoon loſt in attempts to negotiate with advantage for Trineo- 
male, the Cape, and ſome other colonies. The laſt object of the 
war was pretty diſtinct ; but even that is now diſavowed, and ve 
are told that Miniſters only wiſh to carry on a defenſive war. Offen- 
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RE five war is therefore given up. But if a defenſive war be adviſe. 
b_ able, a Committee is the only proper plan to conſider of the means 
- I and the mode of carrying it on. Again, it would be neceſſary to 
1 conſider in the Committee what effect immediate peace would have 
Ke * on the commerce of this country. France muſt divide our com- 
= merce with us ; whilft, on the other hand, if we continue the war, 
= ſhe will be able to raiſe a great navy, to which her ſituation and her 
1 reſources ſo much adapt her. Under theſe circamſtances, then, I 
* ö think, Sir, I may with great propriety call on gentlemen to turn 
= their minds ſincerely to peace: let us ſcek peace cordially, with 
| Wb - heart and hand; peace with reconciliation ; ſuch a peace as the two 
vs countries can bear, and as will be compatible with their mutual and 
=D Joint ſecurity. There can be no ſecurity in a peace which gives 
BY excluſive advantages to one party. I then wiſh for peace ; the 
=. country withes for peace: yet if the right honourable Secretary is 
34 afraid of a tri-eoloured cockade in the ſtreets of London; if he is 
Bn: afraid that idle curioſity will take many perſons to Paris, who might 
? 4 ; with to introduce French faſhions; or if he is fearful that perſons poſ- 
: 5 ſeſſing ſmall fortunes will emigrate to France -hile theſe are fit mat- 
1 ters to be gravely conſidered, it ought alſo to be remembered that great 
8 and preſſing evils accumulate with the war, which ought alſo to re- 
* ccive grave and weighty conſideration. However it is not my in- 
* tention to diſcuſs the queſtion of peace now in all its detail, though 
1 if it be put on the ground of ſecurity, if I know any thing of the 
. meaning of that word, I am ready to ſupport the war until it can 
1 be concluded with honour and ſafety. I ſhall trouble the Houſe 
ms no farther with theſe topics. I think the motion of my honourable ee 
[8 friend a truly good one, and with a thorough conviRtion, that if "M 
20 adopted by the Houſe it will be attended with ſignal national tn. 
= ZN benefits, I ſhall moſt cordially ſupport it.” * 
1 The SOLICITOR GENERAL commented upon the differ- th 
"XY I ent objects which gentlemen appeared to have in this motion. 
' Some wiſhed for peace: others wiſhed for a diſmiſſal of Miniſters: * 
Y 4 others, again, wiſhed that it ſhould be a Committee of vigilance, | 0 
1 to watch the conduct of the Executive Government. He contended, * 
RE: that before they could a& upon the latter principle, they muſt come 
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to a reſolution that the Executive Government was unworthy to be 
truſted. If Government ſhewed a diſpoſition to treat in 1797, 
why was it to be inferred that they did not now poſſeſs the ſame 
deſire ? but he conſidered the means as pointed out by this motion 
as diſgraceful in the extreme : it was telling our allics that we re- 
garded their intereſts only while they were ſucceſsful ; but that the mo- 
ment they were unfortunate, we would negotiate without them, and 
leave them to their fate. But even putting the worſt caſe that could 
happen, that we ſhould be obliged to contend againſt France alone, 
that caſe would not be new to us ; we had done it before, and we 
had found that our fortitude and courage were equal to the conteſt, 
Gentlemen, when they talked of the ſufferings of this country, 
ſhould recolle& the ſufferings and ſacrifices made by France; there 
it was that we ought to imitate her ; they had excecded any thing 
which we had felt : and if they had borne ſo much evil with forti- 
tude in a bad cauſe, what ought we not to bear to ſupport our's ? 
They had done wiſely in that reſpect, and they were worthy of 
imitation. When gentlemen talked of the funds as a criterion of 
the wiſhes of the people, it was clear that they argued from a falſe 
criterion —what did they prove? They proved nothing more 
than that ſome men were ſo intereſted, that they preferred their 
private intereſt to the intereſt of the community. With reſpect to 
the general queſtion, whether the conduct purſued towards France 
was wiſe and politic, that depended upon a view of all the events 
which had taken place. For his part, he declared, that he had 
never repented of the vote which he gave for the war; and the 
only regret which he felt was, that it was not ſooner entered into; 
for, with reſpect to the aggreſſion, there was ſufficient grounds when 
France diſcovered what her principles were, and her defigns againſt 
Europe. He had been aſked what price we had been repaid for all 
that we had advanced? In his opinion the re-payment had been 
abundant — we had ſaved. our Conſtitution ; and we had maintained 
the ſame ſtate of civil ſociety. Sometimes honourable gentlemen 
cenſured us for going on without alliances ; at other times they 
repreſented alliances as ſo many burdens ; ſo, do which you would, 
they hung you up on one of the horns of their dilemma. He 
thought they had ſhewn no practical goud which could reſult from 
the motion ; and, in his opinion, inſtead of accelerating peace, it 
would tend to delay it, and to fetter the hands of the government 
in the proſecution of that object. 

Mr. TIERNEY did not with by any means to crouch to France 
for peace; but if ever a Committee to inquire into the ſtate of the 
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nation was neceſſary, it was at the preſent moment. The con. 
dence which had been repoſed in Miniſters, he thought, had been 
groſsly abuſed. If it was a fact, that by the reaſons which a few 
months back they had urged againſt entering into a negotiation with 
France, that Houſe had been deceived, and precipitated into a de. 
termination to continue the war, Miniſters had in that cafe betrayed 
their country, and deceived their Sovereign. The arguments which 
were then advanced by them in ſupport of their projects had proved 
wholly fallacious ; and the experience of facts which they required 
had proved of a moſt damning nature to their own cauſe. No 
one, he was ſure, would now argue, that the relative ſituation of 
this country with France was ſo favourable at preſent as it was at 
the period of our refuſal to negotiate. It was not a Committee of 
vigilance that was ſought for ; nor did he conceive it to be altogether 
right to call it by that name. What was required, was, a Com- 
mittee to inquire into the ſtate of the nation ; a proceeding by no 
means novel in that Houſe. If we perſiſted in the war without 
taking ſome precaution of this kind, we ſhould have nothing to 
hope, and every thing to fear. He reprobated in very ſevere terms 
the practice of ſending expeditions from this country, which, among 
the many evils attendant upon them, tended to increaſe the ſcarcity 
of proviſions. In the event of the war being continued much 
longer, he feared much that the whole naval force of this country 
would not be ſufficient to prote& our poſſeſſions from invation. He 
had no great apprehenſions with reſpect to England itſelf ; but the 
ſituation of Ireland he thought rendered its ſafety rather precarious. 
He condemned the meaſure of the Union, as having no tendency to 
conciliation, or to the removal of complaints. He admitted the 
proſperous ſtate of our revenue at preſent, but attributed this proſ- 
perity to the disjointed ſtate of Europe, which would ceaſe on the 
concluſion of a peace ; and hinted at the probability of an armed 
neutrality of the northern countries to oppoſe the views of Great 
Britain ; which neutrality, if joined by America, might produce the 
moſt fatal conſequences to our commerce, the great tee of our 
revenue. He by no means wiſhed to drive Miniſters into a re- 
gotiation, On the contrary, he hoped they would not attempt any 
ſuch proceeding ; for he was ſure they could poſſeſs no fincerity on 
fuch an occaſion. From the whole of their conduct, he did not 
conceive it practicable for them to treat with ſucceſs, and therefore 
he could not poſſibly give them his confidence. If Bonaparte 


fought revenge, he now poſſeſſed an abundant portion of it in the 


feelings and the humiliation of the Britiſh Miniſters. After al 


IONS, 


on. 
been 
a few 
with 
a de- 
raved 
which 
roved 
Juired 
No 
on of 
vas at 
tee of 
ether 
Com- 
by no 
thout 
ng to 
terms 
mong 
arcity 
much 
untry 
He 
ut the 
rious. 
ACy to 
d the 
proſ- 
In the 
zrmed 
Great 
ce the 
of our 
a ne- 
t any 
ity on 
d not 
re fore 
aparte 
in the 
er all 


Joty 9. DEBATES: + 241 


the ſcurrility and invective that had been laviſhed by them, the 
moment of their complete humiliation was at length arrived. They 
were, however, proud, and could not bring themſelves to beg that 
peace which they had ſo lately refuſed from the hands of him hom 
they termed a Corſican Uſurper, and to whoſe footſtool they muſt 
neceſſarily crouch, if they ſhould at any time become ſerious in 
their endeavours to terminate the war. Unleſs the Houſe inter- 
fered, he declared to God he ſaw no ſalvation for the country. 

The inquiry propoſed would, he doubted not, furniſh grund of 
impeachment againſt Miniſters, who had perſuaded. His Majeſty, 
contrary to his nature and diſpoſition, to turn a deaf ear to the 
cries of peace, He concluded by giving his hearty aflent to the 
motion. | 

The Houſe then divided, when there appeared, 
For the motion, 27 ; Againſt it, 143. 


— — — 


LIST of the MINORITY 
On Mr. WesSTERN's Motion. 


Adair, R. Lemon, Col. 
Anſon, T. Milner, Sir W. 
Barclay, G. Moſtyn, Sir T. 


Biddulph, R. Nicholls, J. 
Bird, W. W. North, D. 
Bouverie, Hon. E. Plumer, W. 
Burdett Jones, Sir F. Ruſſell, Lord ]. 
Coombe, H. C. (Lord Mayor) Ruſſell, Lord W. 
Deniſon, W. ]. Sheridan, R. B. 


Huſſey, W. Smith, W. 

Jeffries, N. Tierney, G. 

Jekyll, J. Tufton, Hon. H. 
Lemon, Sir W. Walpole, Hon. Gen. 


TELLERS, 


Weſtern, Go C,—Hobhouſe, B. 
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44 HOUSE OF LORDS. 

1 5 Thurſday, July 10. 

| 4 Mr. Glover, from the Cuſtoms, preſented the following account 
7 i of foreign wheat imported into the port of London from the 1 of 
= January 1781 to the pretent time, diitinguiſthing the imports of 
1 each ycar: 
1 Quarters, Bi, heli. 
8 178... . 98,270 o 
$6 2 17822 — 4,635 6 
1 1783 * 2240, 134 3 
\ 1784 „ „ 36,966 5 

BG 1785 ‚ —ͤ—ͤ 2 | 605 o 
wy * 1786 „ —— 4 
I 1787 — 6 
= 1788 EH. 4 5 
= 17899 5,908 0 
3 5 17900. — . 67,032 © 
4 $ I7QL-+++++++ 49,504 5 
* 1792 75,065 5 
7M I793-++-++++I70,9070 3 
8 17944 eee 19,654 
2] I79S +++ ++» 198,911 5 
WE: © 1796 „ 477,877 6 
A 1797979 195,462 6 

; 4 * 1798 — . 152,449 0 
1 1799 9 238, 208 4 

; A b+ From the 5th Jan. to the 21ſt June 1800+ 222,757 0 

| =p JohN GLOVER, 

5 Pro InſpeQor of the Imports and Exports of lay 


Great Britain. 
8 Inſpector General's Office, Cuſt;m-houſe, 
. Landen, Fuly 10, 1800. 
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The order of the day for the ſecond reading of the bill relative 
to foreign religious orders, or communities, lately ſettled in this 
= kingdom, &c. &c. having been moved, the bill was read a ſecond 
time. On the queſtion for its commitment being put, 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER roſe and ſaid, that he did not 
oppoſe the reading of the bill a ſecond time, becauſe at that period 
of the ſeſſion it ſeldom happened that there was a very full attend- 
ance of Lords on their parliamentary duty; and when the day for 
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the ſecond reading of the bill arrived, thoſe Lord who did attend 
generally took up the prints from the table but the moment before 
the order for the ſecond reading was moved; they could not 
therefore be ſuppoſed to know what the nature and proviſions of 
any bill were before it had been read a ſecond time. The bill 
therefore having now been read a ſecond time, he had a right to 
conclude. that noble Lords were maſters of it, and to proceed to ſtate 
on what grounds he roſe to oppoſe it, as a bill altogether unneceſ- 
fary, dangerous, and unconſtitutional, which he would do as ſhortly 
as poſſible. His Lordſhip ſaid, in conſequence of the moſt anti- 
chriſtian perſecution that ever hiſtory had inſtanced in a neigh- 
bouring kingdom, great numbers of the clergy of that kingdom, as 
well ſecular as thoſe belonging to a variety of religious orders and in- 
ſtitutions, had been forced to ſeek, and, ſeeking, had found, refuge 
in this hoſpitable, humane, and charitable country, whoſe Proteſtant 
Church made it the ſafe and ſure aſylum of the perſecuted and op- 
preſſed at all times, and on all oecaſions It would have been a 
degrading departure from the noble and truly honourable ſpirit of 
the national character, if we had not with open arms received un- 
der our protection ſuch a body of unfortunate men as the clergy of 
France, driven from their native kingdom, their profeſſional duties 
and eſtabliſhments, by the fell rage of revolutionary and jacobini- 
cal fury, Much to their credit, fince their refidence among us, 
theſe exiles had conducted themſelves inoffenſively, and in ſuch a 
manner as to warrant and entitle them to the protection they had 
received; he had not heard of any attempts on their part to fly in 
the face of the laws of the country, or to afford ground of jealouſy 
or apprehenſion to the Government, by any deſigns to diſturb its 
tranquillity, or by any ſteps to endanger its ſafety in its civil or re- 
ligious eſtabliſhments. He ſaw therefore no occaſion for any freſh 
law to prevent or guard againſt miſchicfs which were not even ap- 
prehended ; or if there were any cauſe for their apprehenſion, they 
were amply provided againſt by the exiſting laws. His Lordſhip 
faid, that in conſequence of che grounds of alarm againſt Roman 
Catholics and Popery that have of late years gradually worn away in 
this country, its natural proneneſs to toleration, as far as it could be 
allowed with ſafery to Church and State, and the mild principles of 
our Proteſtant perſuaſion, and of the mind and government of the 
Prince upon the throne, and his immediate predeceſſors, ſeveral acts 
had paſſed for the relief of Roman Catholics from the ſevere. penal- 
ties to which they ſtood expoſed under the act of James the Firſt, 
and the firſt of William the Third, and various preceding ſtatutes z 
but that nevertheleſs the relief granted them in thoſe acts was rather 
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- confined to particular clauſes of the particular ſtatutes to which they 


referred, than to thoſe ſtatutes in general. All the penalties there. 
fore enacted by former laws, which were not ſpecifically repealed, 
were ſtill in force againſt Roman Catholics ; and it was expreſsly 
provided by the preſent bill, that every member of ſuch religious or. 
ders and ſocieties {as were mentioned in the preamble of the preſent 
bill) were ſtill to remain and be deemed to be ſubject to the Alien 
AQ in all its proviſions, and to continue to be ſo deemed. What 
end then could-it poſſibly anſwer to be making and paſſing a new, 
unneceflary, and nugatory law, when the exiſting laws, if duly en- 
forced, were fully adequate to every purpoſe of prevention and 
puniſhment, if any-attempt were made to provoke the vengeance of 
intulted laws? Even if thoſe Roman Catholics who had profited by 
the relief afforded them by the 19th and 3 1ſt of the preſent King, 
did any thing diſorderly, or that exceeded the ſpecific relicf thereby 
afforded them, they were liable to the penalties of the unrepealed 
penal ſtatutes againſt Roman Catholics, and ultimately and in all 
caſes ſubject to the diſpoſal of the Alien AQ, which referred equally 
to foreign Roman Catholics in this country and to His Majeſty's natu- 
ral-born ſubjects. The Biſhop went into a minute hiſtorical detail of 
the various penal enad ments againſt Roman Catholics which were to 
be found in the various ſtatutes from the reigns of Henry the Eighth 
and Elizabeth, down to thoſe of William the Third ; and after 
pointing out ſuch of them as were repealed by the aQs of the 19th 
and 31ſt of the preſent King, ſtated what penalties ſtill remained 
unrepealed, which from their nature and ſeverity were ſufficient to 
deter Roman Catholics from all the acts, from the performance of 
which they were ſpecially reſtricted by this bill. He read a liſt of 
the ſeveral religious inſtitutions that had taken up their reſidence in 
different counties of this kingdom, which he mentioned, four of 
which only conſiſted of male foreigners, amounting to thirty- one 


perſons ; and others of females, amounting to twenty-four. Hs 


Lordſhip ſaid, that againſt Roman Catholics, natural-born ſubjects 
of the King, he knew of no laws that would apply ; they had 3 
right to reſide here, provided they did nothing contrary to the las 
of the country. He faid, there could be no danger in the nun- 
neries, as they were now conducted, becauſe thoſe ladies who had 
been driven from the convents of France to England, took a houſe, 
or houſes, in ſome county or other, and lived together in ſecluſion 
and conformity to their religious habits, cuſtoms, and ceremonics. 
Such people were generally perſons of elevated families, well edu- 


cated, and wholly unfit to mix with the lower orders and ranks of 


the people. They-found relief, and founded their only ſatisfaction 
in the quiet performance of their religious duties, and in conformity 
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to the orders and acts of their inſtitution. To turn out theſe ladies 
to mingle with people of faſhion, and join in the diſſipation and 
luxuriaus pleaſures of modern times, would be to expoſe them to 
the ſeyereſt martyrdom. They could not condeſcend to ſmear their 
cheeks with vermillion, to expoſe their necks and arms naked to 
their ſhoulders, and to dedicate their time to noiſe and revelry, 
either handing out cards at loo, or ſhaking dice out of a dice- box, 
and go through all the other practices of a faſhionable rout. Living 
as they did, they lived happy and harmleſs ; for ſurely no danger 
was to be apprehended from a number of old women living ſecluded 
in a houſe by themſelves. As to their taking children to educate, 
he had been ſolemnly aſſured that they took only the children of 
Roman Catholics. He was glad, therefore, that they had come to 
reſide here, becauſe he had ever conſidered it as a cruel and an unwiſe 
policy to prevent their taking Roman Catholie's children to educate, 
as the conſequence was, the parents of all the children of Roman 
Catholic «amilies (many of them the firſt families in this kingdom) 
were heretofore obliged to be ſent abroad for their education; now 
they could be educated at home ; and no man would diſpute that a 
Roman Catholic education in this country was much leſs likely to 
be attended with dangerous conſequences than a Roman Catholic 
education in a Catholic country. That the prieſts of that Church 
might wiſh to make converts, he did not pretend to deny ; it was 
natural for every man who had a religion, Roman or Proteſtant, to 
feel a zeal to make converts to that religion which he thought con- 
cerned the ſoul's ſafety, and would be conducive, in his judgment, 
to ſecure the beſt and future intereſts of its votaries and profeſſors. 
By « every man who had a religion,” he meant thoſe Chriſtians 
who ated up to the thirty-nine articles, and the confeſſion of 
the Saxon churches, thoſe who conformed to the antient diſ- 
cipline of the Proteſtant church, as ſettled at the Reformation ; 
not thoſe who wiſhed to reform further, who denied the di- 
vinity of our Saviour, who wanted to get rid of the Athanaſian 
Creed, and denied the efficacy of grace as a means of ſalvation; 
he gave ſuch men little eredit for zeal. But if the Roman Catho- 
lies in general felt a zeal to make converts, the laws of Great 
Pritain had provided the means to reſtrain and keep it in order 


within the Britiſh dominions ;- and he had no doubt but the unfor- 


tunate French prieſts, to whom we had afforded protection, had 

the prudence to forbear any conduct offenſive to the laws of that 

country in which they had found refuge. With regard to pro- 

feſſion, the Biſhop ſaid, with the RriQeſt inquiry, he had found but 

tuo inſtances, and thoſe of two young ladies who had been noviei- 
Vor. XII. ;  - 7 4 
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ates in convents abroad, with a full intention to take the veil. —[He 
was proceeding to ſtate the place and nunnery in this country; in 
which they had profeſſed, when he was called to order by the Lord 
Chancellor, who ſubmitted-it to the Right Reverend Prelate, whe- 
ther, as the facts he was ſtating were highly illegal, and liable to 
exemplary puniſhment, it was proper to draw the attention of the 
public to the exact place where ſuch facts had paſſed ; at leaſt, 
whether ſuch information ought to be given within the hearing of 
thoſe below the bar?]! The Biſhop thanked the noble and learned 
Lord for his hint, and ſaid, he would barely ſtate generally that the 


[Loxps, 


ladies allowed to profefs had been noviciated in convents abroad, 


with a view to take the veil ; but that the convents being driven 
here, they had here profeſſed and taken the vows. It was neceſ- 
ſary, however, to add, that the ſuperiors of the nunneries had been 
extremely angry at ſuch imprudent conduct, and had taken great pains 
to guard againſt any ſuch thing happening again. After much more 
obſervation and detail, to prove that the bill was unnecc2.ary, and 
that the exiſting laws, if neceſſary to be enforced, were fully ade- 
quate to any poſſible evil to be apprehended from the Roman Ca- 
tholics in this country, his Lordſhip came at laſt to prove that the 
bill was unconſtitutional and dangerous, on account of the alarming 
power it would put into the hands of the Crown. Immediately 
after its preamble, it made it “ lawful for His Majeſty, his heirs 
and ſucceflors, to grant licenſes to ſuch religious orders or commu- 
nities, profeſſing the Roman Catholic faith, as were in this king- 
dom, to continue to reſide therein during the continuance of the 
preſent war, and one year after, and to perform and obſerve, with- 
in their reſpeQive houſes, the rites and ordinances of their reſpec- 
tive inſtitutions, any law or ſtatute to the contrary notwithſtanding.” 
Had noble Lords conſidered what were the rites and ordinances of 
the Roman Catholies, and the enormous power this enadtment gave 
the Crown? Penance was a rite and ordinance of Roman Catho- 
lies; and would His Majeſty expoſe any of his ſubjects to corporal 
ſeverities, which Gere ſometimes ordered and inflicted among other 
aQs of penance ? Beſides, the ſuperiors of thoſe religious inſtitutions 
muſt have the authority of the Pope, by the medium of his bull, 
for ſanctioning ſuch diſcipline, Would they allow the Pope's bulls 
again to come into England, and give the King a ſuſpending power, 
for ſuch he would have with reſpect to all the various and expreſs 
ſtatutes that had been paſſed againſ the authority of the Pope in this 
country? After laying conſiderable. ſireſs upon this point, the 
- Biſhop ſaid, there was one clauſe of the bill to which he owned he 
mould feel no objection, were it not for the other parts of the bill 
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with which it was connected, and that was the clauſe obliging Ro- 
man Catholic ſchoolmaſters to return yearly, at the general or 
quarter ſeſſion of the peace, a liſt of the names of ſuch perſons 
individually as are or have been boarded by him, with the name 
and place of abode of their reſpeQive parents or guardians. Such 
a regulation, his Lordſhip ſaid, he ſincerely wiſhed extended to all 
ſchools, thoſe of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, as well as thoſe of the 
Roman Catholic Diſſenters; for he believed we had much leſs to 
dread from the latter, than from ſome of the former, in whoſe ſchools 
the doctrines of Jacobiniſm, ſedition, and infidelity, were but too 
frequently inculcated, to his certain knowledge, and in ſome of their 
ſchools, under the name of charity-ſchools, Sunday-ſchools, and 
ſchools to enlighten children in and about the mctropolis. The 
maſters of ſuch ſchools had nothing to do but to make general pro- 
feſſions of their belief in the tenets, and conformity to the princi- 
ples of the Proteſtant Church, and then were left to do infinite miſ- 
chief by poiſoning the minds of the growing generation. He hoped, 
in a future ſeſſion, that Parliament would turn its attention to this 
truly important object. The Biſhop concluded with moving, 
“That the bill ſtand committed for this day three months.“ 

The Biſhop of WINCHESTER roſe next, and faid, that he 
was ſorry, after the very able and eloquent ſpeech that their Lord- 
ſhips had heard, to be obliged to differ almoſt entirely from the 
Right Reverend Prelate reſpecting the bill then under conſideration, 
which appeared to him not as an unneceſſaty or nugatory bill, as it 
had been termed, but as a moderate, wiſe, and neceſſary meaſure ; 
a meaſure not introduced on light grounds, but aQually called for, 
in order to quiet the apprehenſions and jealouſies entertained haſ- 
tily, and by perſons of heated and intemperate minds, in eonſe- 
quence of the great number of foreign Roman Catholics of dif- 
erent religious orders and communities that had lately come into 


this kingdom. He ſpoke in terms of the higheſt applauſe of the 


univerſal ſpirit of humanity and benevolence that actuated the 
whole kingdom, and made the inhabitants feel as one man, in 


opening their arms to receive the unfortunate clergy of France into 


their protection, when driven from their native land by a perſecu- 
tion of unparalleled ſeverity. That ſuch jealouſies and apprehen- 
fions were entertained: by prejudiced and heated minds, as he had 
deſcribed, was, to his perſonal knowledge, his Lordſhip ſaid, but too 


true; and the bill was not only caleulated to meet and to ſet ſuch 
ill-founded apprehenſions at reſt, but was drawn in a pure ſpirit of 


mildneſs and toleration, which was the moſt amiable feature of the 


Proteſtant religion, and to which he was — Parliament 
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would be ever inclined when it could act upon it with ſafety to out 


eſtabliſhments in Church and State. The bill, he ſaid, was two. 


fold ; it was an enabling bill and a bill of reſtraint. He thought 
the enabling part of it well warranted by the occaſion ; and that it 
was wiſe, conſiderate, and candid, to fuffer the religious orders or 
communities, conſiſting either of natural-born Britiſh ſubjects or 
-aliens, that were, through unforeſeen misfortunes and irreſiſtible ad. 
verſity, driven to this country, to be put in ſafety as to their religious 
rites while in the kingdom ; and at the ſame time he approved of 
the reſtrictive part of the bill, becauſe he thought it prudent to pre. 
vent any addition to their numbers, and to guard againſt any poſſi- 
ble danger from their zeal to make converts. Thoſe parts of the 
bill which related to the keeping of ſchools, he did not entirely 
approve of ; but as the meaſure was in general a good one, this 
latter confideration ſhould not induce him to oppoſe it. He there- 
fore, as a friend to genuine toleration and the conſtitution of this 
country in Church and State, would fupport the bill. 
The Biſhop of ROCHESTER roſe to explain that part of his 
ſpeech which related to the privilege of Roman Catholic natural. 
born ſubjects, which he thought his right reverend brother had miſ- 
#pprehended. He declared he had expreſsly ſaid, that all Roman 
Catholics, natural-born ſubjects, as well as foreign Roman Catho- 
Hes, were ſubje& to the controul and authority of the Alien Act. 
Lord GRENVILLE faid, that he was fully perſuaded the Right 
Reverend Prelate was guided by the pureſt ſpirit of toleration in the 
arguments that he had delivered in favour of the bill. The Right 
Reverend Prelate muſt, however, excuſe him, if he declared that 
he ſhould feel himſelf obliged to object to the bill; becauſe he re- 
garded it as a bill founded altogether in intolerance, It was the firit 
time, he believed, that Parliament ever had been called upon to 
paſs a new penal law without having ſome ſtrong reaſon aſſigned in 
proof of the neee ſſity for making any addition to our already per- 
haps too numerous penal ſtatutes; a penal law too, whoſe object 
was, and the evident tendency of which muſt be, if it paſſed, to 
raiſe and excite unneceſſary apprehenſions and jealouſies againſt an 
unfortunate, unoffending, and unobtruſive deſcription of foreigners, 
driven to ſeek refuge and protection in a country, the known hu- 
manity, hoſpitality, and generoſity of which, as well as the benevo- 
lence of its religion, enſured them before-hand a certain and fafe 


aſylum. The Right Reverend Prelate had given them to under- | 
ſtand, that ſuch jealouſies and apprehenſions were already entertained . 


by perſons of prejudiced and intemperate minds. If the fact were 
ſo, he would venture to affert, that the jealouſies were altogether 
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unwarranted, and the apprehenfions groundleſs. Generally ſpeak» 
ing, as far as it had come to his knowledge, the conduct of the 
Roman Catholic Clergy, emigrants from France, had been for the 
moſt part moſt innocent and moſt unexceptionable. If they had 
attempted to make converts, to increaſe the number of monaſtic in- 
ſtitutions, or to do any thing likely to diſturb the Government, he, 
as a member of that Government, ſhould moſt likely have heard 
of it, as it was his ſpecial duty to watch their conduct ' ſcrupulouſly, 
and to exert the means that the Legiſlature had put into his hands 
to reſtrain any and every abuſe tending to injure the intereſts of the 
country, either civil or eccleſiaſtical. He objected therefore to the 
enabling part of the bill, becauſe it tended to caft an odium moſt un- 
neceſſarily on a large deſcription of individuals, againſt whom no 
charge, or even ſuſpicion, of improper conduQ had been eſtabliſhed, 
and who were eminently entitled to our hoſpitality and our protec- 
tion; and he objected to the reſtrictive part of it, becauſe it was 
ill. timed and nugatory, being rather calculated-to-point out the Ro- 
man Catholics to the reſt of the ſubjects of Great Britain, as perſons 
to be regarded with prejudice and jealouſy. His Lordſhip con- 
eluded with declaring, that he cordially concurred in oppoſing the 
bill, and ſeconded the Right Reverend Prelate's motion, that the 
bill ſtand committed for that day three months. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR left the woolſack to deelare 
that he had no particular liking to the bill, and agreed in ſeveral 
of the objections that had been urged againſt it; but thought, 
neverthelets, that there were parts of it which contained ſome good 
proviſions, and might, by amcndments, be rendered highly uſeful. 
He wiſhed therefore that it might not be rejected on the ſecond read- 
ing, but go toa Committee ; and if ſuch amendments could not there 
be ſuggeſted as might render parts of it fit to remain, the bill might 
then go; but as the ſubject had been diſcuſſed in conſequence of 
the introduction of the bill, inconveniencies might ariſe, if it was 
haſtily or wholly rejected without the examination that it would ne- 
ceffarily undergo in a Committee. His Lordſhip produced a letter, 
which he ſaid he had received, with reſpect to the origin of the bill; 
and as it was not anonymous, he would neither name' the writer, 


nor read the whole of it; but he would communicate ſuch ſentences 


as were of import, however unfounded. The writer imputed the 
origin of the bill to a literary controverſy between Dr. Sturges (the 
Chancellor of Wincheſter) and Mr. Milner, a Roman Catholic 
clergyman, who had publiſhed a Hiſtory of the Antiquities, &c. of 
the city of Wincheſter ; and he deſcribed. Dr. Sturges's publication 
a3 a violent compoſition, fraught with the moſt intolerant doctrines, 
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that have been long exploded and diſmifſed from the pages of Pro- 
teſtant writers, while, on the contrary, he characterized Mr. Miln- 
er's work as a mild and unexceptionable one, declaring, that if the 
bill were not allowed to paſs, or ſomething like it, apprehenſions 
and jealouſies might be excited from the idea that ſuch intolerant 
doctrines as Dr. Sturges had advanced were to be ſupported and 
encouraged to the diſadvantage and prejudice of moderate Roman 
Catholics. The Lord Chancellor ſaid, he believed the author of 
this letter was right in his conjeQure as to the origin of the bill; 
but though he could but ill ſpare the time, he had fince read the two 
publications ; and though he would not apply the ſame intemperate 
language to Mr. Milner's that the letter-writer had applied to Dr, 
Sturges's, yet it evidently appeared to him that the work of Mr, 
Milner was full of the moſt ſtudied aſperſions on individual Minif- 
ters of the Proteſtant Church, and the moſt irritable reflections and 
unfounded charges againſt its ſyſtem and practice, while Dr. Sturges's 
Publication was candid, temperate, and full of the liberal line of 
argument which it well became a Chriſtian and Scholar to ad- 
here to. Having read and commented upon the comparative cha- 
raQeriſtics of the controverſy, his Lordſhip begged the Houſe to 
yecolle& that Mr. Milner was one of the eſtabliſhed Roman Ca- 
tholic Clergy, long reſident in this country; that, in fact, the emi- 
nent Clergy of France had nothing to do with the controverſy— 
that it was in no ways imputable to them ; and therefore, if the bill 
had been drawn with a view to the controverſy'in queſtion, it was 
neither fair nor juſt to make it bear on thoſe who were unconneQed 
with the controverſy, His Lordſhip repeated his wiſh, that the bill 
might go to a Committee, becauſe the letter-writer's ſentiments 
fhewed that ſome anxious feelings were entertained. 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER roſe again and ſaid, the argu- 
ment had been put upon a new ground, by what had fallen from the 
noble and learned Lord, and therefore he wiſhed to ſay a few words. 
No. perſon had before ſpoke of the origin of the bill, and he knew 
not how far it was regular to make a controverſy between two 
writers a matter of debate in Parliament; but he had alſo read 
the two works alluded to, and he agreed in part with the criticiſm 
of the noble and learned Lord upon the woolſack, upon the different 
merits of the two writers: Dr. Sturges had certainly written in 
very gentleman-like language ;- but he owned he wiſhed the Chan- 
cellor of Wincheſter had held in mind the high ſtation he had 
attained in the church, and ſhewn more orthodoxy and more zeal 
for the diſcipline of our Proteſtant eſtabliſhment, Mr, Milner un- 
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doubtedly had uſed too many aſperities againſt our eſtabliſhed, 
religion, and the practices of its profeſſors and miniſters ; bu. 

The Earl of HARDWICKE ſpoke to order. It was, his 
Lordſhip ſaid, highly diſorderly, in his apprehenſion, to debate a 
criticiſm on a literary controverſy, wholly unconneQed with the bill 
under conſideration. He had lately heard it faid, that the orders 
of the Houſe ought to be ſtriAly adhered to, and that the more they 
were ſuffered to be departed from, the more evidently they led to 
ſerious inconveniznce and ſerious irregularity. He meant no 
offence to the Right Reverend Prelate: but he muſt infiſt upon the 
order of the Houſe being enforced, which did not allow any Peer to 
ſpeak more than once in the ſame debate, whereas the Right Rev. 
Prelate had been up and ſpoke two or three times, 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER faid, it was done every day. 
The noble and learned Lord had delivered a criticiſm on the con- 
troverſy between the Chancellor of Wincheſter and Mr. Milner, 
2nd he had a right to give his opinion upon it likewiſe. 

Lord HARDWICKE again called to order; and ſaid, the 
Right Reverend Prelate muſt know that it was contrary to order to 
ſpeak more than once in the ſame debate. 


The LORD CHANCELLOR faid, he had been called upon 


to enforce order, and he would enforce it. The Right Reverend 


Prelate was not entitled to ſpeak again. 

The Bishop ſtill contended that he ought to be allowed to ſpeak, 
as it was a new queſtion, the queſtion having been changed. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR faid, the order was againſt the 
Right Reverend Prelate ſpeaking again. He had thought it neceſ- 
ſary, as a part of his ſpeech, to introduce a part of the letter relative 
to the controverly between Mr. Milner and Dr. Sturges, and to drop 
a ſhort opinion upon it. If it was indiſereet to have done ſo, the 
indiſcretion was his own; but he muſt inſiſt on it, that the 
Right Reverend Prelate was not, by the orders of the Houſe, en- 
titled to ſpeak again, and that he had no right to anſwer what he 
had ſaid. 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER ſaid, all he meant to have faid 
was, that he thought that Mr. Milner had in many caſes the ad- 
vantage of the Chancellor of Wincheſter. 

A general cry of Order.“ The queſtion was therefore put, 
That the bill be committed,” which was agreed to. 

It was then moved, © That the bill ſtand committed to this day 


OR The Contents had it; and the bill was of courſe 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


Friday, July ti. 


A 8 was brought from the Lords, by Mr. Graves and Mr. 
Leeds, that the Lords having taken into their conſideration the reſo- 
lutions of the Commons, communicated to their Lordſhips on 
Monday, the 1 9th of May laſt, relative to the incloſure and im. 
provement of the waſte lands in this kingdom, had come to the fol- 
Jowing reſolutions : 

© Reſolved, That, in order to promote the cultivation and im- 
provement of the waſte, unincloſed, and unproduQive lands, com- 
mons, common arable fields, and common meadows, in this king- 
dom, it may be expedient to adopt ſuch regulations as would diminiſh 
the expence of ineloſing and improving the ſame, under the autho- 
rity of Parliament. 

« Reſolved, That, in order to diminiſh the expence of bills of 
incloſure, it may be expedient that regulations ſhould be adopted by 
the two Houſes of Parliament for the admiſſion of affidavits authen- 
ticated by the certificate of one or more magiſtrates as ſufficient evi- 
dence of the notices, the conſents, and the allegations, in the pre- 
amble of ſuch bills, inſtead of the parole evidence now required, un- 
leſs where the latter ſhould appear at the time to be neceſſary from 
particular circumſtances. 

<« Reſolved, That, for the ſame purpoſe, it may be expedient 
that a general law ſhould be paſſed, compriſing all ſuch proviſions 
as by experience have been found neceſſary in moſt bills of incloſure, 
to which all ſuch bills in future might refer. 

«© Reſolved, That, in order to diminiſh other expences incidental 
to bills of incloſure, it may be expedient that proviſion ſhould be 
made in ſuch general law for taxing the charges of the ſolicitor and 
the clerks, and regulating the conduct of the commiſſioners, and 
preventing any unneceſſary delay in carrying ſuch bills into effect. 


4 Reſolved, That, in the. caſe of bills for the ſole purpoſe of in- 


cloſing ſmall tracts of land, not exceeding three hundred acres, it 
may be expedient to provide, that ſuch bills ſhould be conſidered, as 
to the payment of fees, only as ſingle bills; and that thoſe for the 
Sncloſure of ſmaller tracts of land, not exceeding one hundred acres, 
ſhould be ſubject only to the payment of half the bill fees due on a 
fingle bill; the admeaſurement, in both caſes, to be proved in the 
Tame manner as is propoſcd by the ſecond reſolution regarding notices 
and conſents.” - 
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Ordered, that the ſaid meſſage be taken into conſideration upon 
Monday morning next. 


Mr. DovucLas preſented to the Houſe a bill for the more effec- 


tual prevention of depredations on the river Thames and in its viei- 
nity, and to amend an act, made in the ſecond year of the reign of 


His preſent Majeſty, to prevent the committing of thefts and frauds _ 


by perſons navigating bum boats, and other boats upon the river 
Thames ; and the ſame was received, and read the firſt time, and 
ordered to be read a ſecond time on Monday. 

Mr. ABBOTT moved, That the report which, upon Friday 
laſt, was made from the Committee appointed to inquire into the 
ſtate of the public records of this kingdom, and of ſuch other public 
inſtruments, rolls, books, and papers as they ſhall think proper ; 
and to report to the Houfe the nature and condition thereof, toge- 
ther with what they ſhall judge fit to be done for the better ar- 
rangement, preſervation, and more convenient uſe of the ſame, and 
which was then ordered to lie upon the table, might be again read.” 

And the ſame being read accordingly ; Mr. ABBorT again 
moved, and it was 

% Reſolved, That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Ma- 
jeſty, together with a copy of the ſaid report, humbly defiring His 
Majeſty that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give ſuch directions 
upon the ſeveral matters therein contained as His Majeſty in his 
great wiſdom ſhall think proper, for the better arrangement, preſer- 
vation, and more convenient uſe of the public records of the king- 
dom; and to aſſure His Majeſty that, whatever extraordinary ex- 
pence ſhall be incurred for theſe purpoſes, this Houſe will make 
good the ſame.” 

A Committee was then appointed, who withdrew accordingly 
into the Speaker's chamber. | 

Sir F. BURDETT JONES ſaid, that, previous to making 
the motion of which he had given notice ſome days back, he wiſhed 
to lay before the Houſe certain documents, upon which it was his 
intention to ground the propriety and neceſſity of that motion. He 
would not now comment upon the nature of the fads contained in 
theſe documents ; indeed they ſpoke but too forcibly for themſelves: 
He would content himſelf with reading the documents, if the 
Houſe would have the patience to hear him. The honourable 
Baronet then read the following preſentment (on the ſubje& of the 


Cold Bath- Fields Priſon) of the Grand and T Juries of the 
county of — 
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CASE OF MARY RICH. 


1 The facts on which the following preſentment is founded 
originated in the miſerable appearance of a witneſs named Mary 
Rich before the Grand Jury, in May Seſſion, 1800, to give evi- 
dence againſt a man of the name of William Dell for an atrempt to 
commit a rape upon her, the ſaid Mary Rich, then under fourteen 
years of age. The child appearing very ill, was queſtioned by the 
gentlemen as to how ſhe came ſo, when they were informed that 
ſhe had been committed above a month to the New Priſon in Cold 
Bath Fields, without any allowance but bread and water to ſupport 
her: That ſhe had been ill four days, but had not ſecn the Doctor 
in all that time, and that during her illneſs, a woman had been de- 
livered of a child in the priſon, and that ſome of the other priſoners 
had taken the covering of her bed from her, and ſhe laid one whole 
night (ill as ſhe was) in that fituation. The gentlemen of the jury 


Immediately acquainted the magiſtrates with the fituation of the 


child, and requeſted their attendance in the jury room to fee her, 
where ſhe ſat in a chair, ſcarcely able to hold herſelf upright. 
They were very much ſurprized at her account, and immediately 
ordered the keeper and the doctor of the priſon to attend them with 
the warrant of commitment. | 
« The gentlemen of the jury, fearing ſome miſinformation might 
be given by thoſe men, reſolved to cloſe the buſineſs of the day, and 
viſit the priſon themſelves, and two gentlemen were defired to _ 
on the magiſtrates, with a requeſt for an order to that purpoſe ; 
this requeſt was added another, that they might be Las. coat to 
examine witneſſes (in the caſe of Mary Rich only). The gentle- 
men were very handſomely anſwered by Mr. Conant, that, reſpeQ- 
ing the order, they readily granted it for viſiting the priſon, and 
thar, if any thing appeared to them improper or materially wrong, 
while there, ir would come properly before them in a preſentment 
from them as the grand j jury; and then, if neceſſary, they ſhould 
have power to examine witneſſes even upon oath, In conſequence 


of the order being given, the priſon was viſited, and the following 


preſentment was given in to the Court the 31ſt May, 1800, i inume» 
diately before they, as a grand jury, were diſcharged, 


« The Preſentment of the Grand Fury of the County of Middleſex, 


at the General Seſſion of the Peace, holden for the ſaid County, ' 


ut the Seſſions Houſe of Clerkemoell-green, on the 25th day 
May, in the fortieth year of the reign «of our Lord the King. 


« In conſequence of the appearance of a witneſs that was 
brought before u us in a proſecution, v we conſidered it our + duty to ob- 
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tain an order of this Court to viſit the priſon in Cold Bath Fields, 
for the purpoſe of inquiry into the ſtate of that priſon, and partieu- 
larly reſpeQing the care and attention that is paid to the fick ; and 
the following obſervations are the reſult of that inquiry ;— 

« That, from the cleanlineſs and good order preſerved there, 
we conſider it the beſt conducted priſon we ever ſaw for priſoners 
after conviction, the article of bedding alone excepted, which 
certainly appears to us by no means ſufficient, even for the ſum- 
mer ſeaſon. 

« That for priſoners before conviction, we think directly the 
contrary, inaſmuch as no proviſion is made for them, but bread 


and water, and the difficulty, if not the impoſſibility of obtaining 


admiſſion for their friends to ſee them renders it a melancholy and 
dangerous fituation, and appears to us contrary to the principle of 
our happy conſtitution, which has wiſely provided that no puniſh- 
ment ought to take place till after eonviction. 

« The caſe of Mary Rich, that firſt induced us to viſi t that 
place, is a caſe in point, ſhe being a perſon who has ſuffered a ſe- 


vere injury, for which ſhe is about to proſecute ; has been confined 


there more than a month, without any proviſion but bread and wa- 
ter, and whoſe friends, from their poverty, and other difficulties, 
have not ſent her any animal food but twice during that time ; ſhe 


is now exceedingly ill, and we think it our duty to ſay ſhe ought to 


be immediately removed from that place, and put under the care of 


proper perſons, with every comfort and convenience the nature of her 
caſe requires. 


© The appearance of the Infirmary i is very favourable, but few ' | 


fick, and none apparently dangerous, and viſited by the doctor 
every day; but the other parts of the priſon appear not to be ſo 
well attended to, we having found two perſons in ſeparate cells, 


(one locked up), both very ill, and who do not appear to have been 


properly attended to by the doctor; thoſe circumſtances we particu- 
larly recommend to your ſerious and attentive inquiry, truſting, at 


the ſame time, that the ſame ſentiments that induced us to ob- 


tain this information will alſo influence you to render the fituation 


of the unhappy perſons confined there as free from complaints of 


this kind as the nature of their caſes will admit. Signed by 
Mr. Campbell, foreman, Mr. Bellinger, Mr. Flight, 


Mr. Naſh, Mr. Deacon, Mr. Wylley, 

Mr. Smith, Mr. Gordon, Robert Cribb, 

Mr. Hall, Mr. Charleſworth, Mr. Stubbs, 

Mr. Garling, + Mr. Thompſon, Mr. Saunders, 

Mr. Newport, Mr. W. Marehant, Mr. Powell. 
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| > May and 4th F June, t800, by the Traverſe Fury for Clerk. 


- emwell. 


EY 
S< 


« On Friday the zoth of May, we, the Traverſe Jury, viſited 
the Cold Bath Fields priſon, and being introduced to that part of 
the gaol where the mutineers are confined, we ordered the turnkeys 
iſoners might with greater freedom commu- 


ioned them they heſitated, being fearful of anſwering, dreading 
e ſeverity of the governor in caſe he ſhould know they made any 


complaint. But we told them our intention was to inſpect i into 
* real ſituation of the priſoners in general; and, ſhould it appear 

t any of them had juſt cauſe of complaint, we would report it to 
the dure, and endeavour to procure them redreſs. Having thus 
_ promiſed them our protection, they informed us that their al- 
"Jowance of food was better now than what they formerly were 
_ _ fopplied with ; but that their allowance even at preſent was not ſuf- 


_ ficient to fupport buman nature ; and they declared their ſufferings 


by cold during the winter was ſevere to the extreme; and many of 


them faid they had ſcarcely a bit of ſhoe to their feet ; and ſome 


of them complained that money was left for them by their friends 
At the priſon gate, which they never received. 


„We procceded to a gallery, where we found a man named 


42 * lying in a cell, with a handkerchief bound round his head. He 


LE: 


ppeared to be extremely ill, and we demanded to know the cauſe of 
Vn complai i reply was—** cruel treatment; and related to us 
follows: "That one evening in the month of Auguſt 1798, after 
he had gone to bed, a turnkey opened his cell door, ſaying, «© Why 
40 you make a noiſe ?” He anſwered, I have not made a noiſe; 
ut I ſuppoſe the noiſe was occaſioned by ſome of the priſoners 

den the window ſhutters of their cells.” The turnkey ſaid, 
*& You are a damned villain,” and made uſe of other abuſive lan- 
pe: which induced him (Jones) to fit up in bed. At that mo- 
the turnkey ſtruck at his head with a bunch of keys, which 
hays proved fatal if part"of the keys had not ſtruck againſt the 
Wall, which broke the dangerous effect of the blow. The turnkey 
chen withdrew, bur returned the next morning, and opened the cell, 
e « Come with me Jones to be ironed.” „ For what!“ 
nes if I had committed an offence I ought to be 
, ironed 3 J but 1 have committed none.“ 
"the Governor came up, and beat him (Jones) with a tick till be 
"bike ity pieces ; then he renewed the aſſault with his fiſts, and 


During this altercation _ 
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beat him in a cruel manner; after which he took him to the yard, 
and loaded him with irons, which were not taken off his limbs for ; 
ſeveral months after. And Jones ſolemnly declared to us that he 
never enjoyed an hour's health ſince he was ſo inhumanly beat by 
the Governor. 

„ We next examined ſome beds (which appeared like chaff, 
being worn-out ſtraw,) and a ſmall horſe-rugg, and a thin ſmall 
blanket {very coarſe) for covering, all of the worſt quality, and * 
which we conſider by no means a proper or ſufficient bed or cover- 
ing for any human being. 

« Many of the ſeamen complained of illneſs; and in general 
they had the appearance of men worn out by wretchedneſs and diſ- 
eaſe :—they complained of being debarred of every indulgence con- 
ſidered neceſſary to render life defirable—even denied the privilege 
of attending divine ſervice ? and the necefſaries of life ſo ſparingly 
diſtributed to them, as if it was calculated to lengthen out a miſers , 
able cxiſtence for the purpoſe of puniſhment; they acknowledge 
that their former crimes deſerve any puniſhment the laws of the 
country may inflict ; and they greatly lament that they have not 
an opportunity of ſerving His Mrjeſty, to make every reparation in * 
their power as an atonement for their paſt offences. 

After leaving the mutineers, we were conducted through ſe. 
veral galleries to the kitchen, where we ſaw the copper where th 
priſoners meat is boiled; the copper is divided into two parts, one ; 
fide large, and the other fide ſmall ; in the ſmall fide was ſors” 
broth, which they informed us was intended for the priſoners next 
day; ſome of the jurors taſted the broth, which was chen rich and 
very good, but on a further inquiry it appeared that a quantity of , 
water boiled in the large fide of the copper with oatmeal, rice, and 1 
ſometimes potatoes, was added to the broth on the ſmall ſide of the 
copper; conſequently it muſt be very poor broth, when at lgaſt © 
three times the quantity of water was to be mixed with the beef 
liquor that we ſaw firſt, before it was divided amongſt the priſoners, « 

From the kitchen we went to the women's ſide of the pri ſon, N 
and paſſed through the laundry and fick ward, whi 

| Clean ; but there were few ſick perſons in the hoſpi We - 
eceded through a gallery where there were a number of worten; huʒt 

they made no complaint to us. We next went to a yar where 44 

there were ſeveral men and boys apparently venyy ill; they com- p 

plained that they had not ſufficient food, which y alleged: Þ be Py 

the cauſe of their illneſs, nor had they proper medical aſſiſtanee. 

One man in * _ he had been greatly afflicted * e *% + 
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alleged that he was not able to come down. 
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flux for two years paſt, which his weak appearance denoted, and 
we think that he ought to be attended in the fick ward. 

We then left the interior of the gaol and walked on a path 
between the garden and priſon, where we conſulted, and con- 
cluded that we ſaw ſeveral priſoners that had great reaſon to com- 


[Commony, 


plain; but that every part of the gaol we had ſten appeared to be 


very clean. However, we determined to re- viſit that priſon on a 


future day, in conſequence of ſome information we obtained, that we 
had not ſeen all the priſoners, or had not been taken 1 to the worſt 


part of the gaol. 

Therefore we made our ſecond viſit to the Cold Bath Fields 
priſon, on Wedneſday the 4th June. And when paſling through 
the mutineers' yard, a perſon from the gallery called out of a cell 
window, and ſaid another priſoner requeſted to ſpeak with us ; on 
which the keeper's ſon ſaid, ** It is Johnſon, the mutineer,” and 
defired a turnkey to bring him down ; but ſome of the priſoners 
However, he ſoon 
appeared, ſupported by two or three men, but unable to ftand on 
his weak limbs ; therefore we ordered him back, and followed him 
to his cell, where he informed us he had been cruelly treated; that 


his daily allowance of food was always ſhort, and not ſufficient to 


ſiupport him, and that he conſidered the want of food and bad treat- 


$* 


| =. 


their emaciated appearance clearly denoted. 


niſtered for every different diſeaſe. 
vas one man who ſcemed to be in a high fever, and unable to ſit 


w 


ment the ſole cauſe of his illneſs ; and when he applied to the doc- 
tor of the priſon for relief, the doctor diſregarded his entreaties, and 
told him he ſhammed it: but you ſee, gentlemen (continued John - 
fon) I do not ſham it; the gaol allowance I cannot eat; there it 
is, you may inſpect it; and my weak ſtate denotes my fituation,” — 

We did not ſee or hear of this unfortunate man the firſt day we vi- 


ſited that gaol, nor had we before ſeen another gallery wherein we 


then found a number of priſoners that complained of being ill, which 
They attributed their 
diſcaſcs to bad treatment and want of ſufficient food; and the me- 


_ dicine given to them they conſider of no utility, as they believe it 


is nothing but vinegar and water, (we have fince been informed 
that it is vitriol and water,) and the ſame ſort of medicine is admi- 
Amongſt thoſe perſons there 


up; he ſaid he was confined to his bed, ſince the 28th April laſt, 


and had often ſent for the doctor during that period, but could only 
ſee him twice. Being ſo weak that he could not eat the priſon al- 
lowance, he requeſted the doctor to order ſomething that he could 
eat; but the doctor told him, if he did not eat the priſon allowance, 
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he might go without any; however, he has allowed him to have a 
pint of milk per day. 

« We next went to that part of the priſon where debtors, pau- 
pers, and vagrants are uſually confined, which we were not ſhewn 
on our former viſit, That place exhibiteda true picture of wreteh- 
edneſs, difgrateful to humanity. In the firſt room there lay a poor 
man, up in a corner, named Davis, with ſcarcely a rag ta cover 
him; he had been committed for one month, and appeared to be 
extremely ill. Our foreman, anxious to aſcertain the real ſituation 
of the priſoners, went to the corner of the room where the poor man 
lay; but was ſo overcome with the difagreeable ſtench of the place 
that he could hardly retire without fainting. From this ſcene f 
miſery we proceeded to an upper room, in the ſame part of the pri- 
ſon, where we diſcovered eight unfortunate beings who were con- 
fined under the vagrant act. It appeared that each of them had 
only a pound of bread and water per day for ſuſtenance, unleſs by 
accident that ſome broth was left by the ather priſoners, which ſel- 
dom happened. They had only three ſmall ſtraw mattreſſes for the 
eight perſons to flecp on, without an atom of covering but the rags 
which they had on their backs on coming into the gaol. In addi- 
tion to their other misfortunes, ſome ot them complained of being 
tortured with vermin, which they caught from the filth of the place 
for want of clean ſtraw ; and poverty is the offence which ſubjects 
our fellow creatures to ſuch cruel treatment ! 4 

« We next vilited that part where the ſtate priſoners are con- 
fined ; they appear to be tolerably well acFommodated in one 
oom; but they complain that the Keeper withholds from each f 
them 1 3s. 4d. per week for ſuſtenance, being the money allowed to 
them by Government, which they think ſhould be at their own 
diſpoſal, as they could ſupply themſelves with victuals at a leſs ex- 
pence, and more to their ſatisfaction, which would enable them to 
ſave ſome of the money allowed to them, to ſend to their ſtarving fa- 
milies in the country. William Chetham, one ot the fate prifon- 
ers from Mancheſter, bought a filk handkerchief at 4s. from one 
Naſh, a priſoner ; and James Aris, the governor's ſon, ſcized the 
faid handkerchief a conſiderable time ago, and has fince withheld * 
it, though he often promiſed to return it, or pay the 4s. that it coſt, - 
And in November laſt, the ſaid William Chetham ſent a new filk 
handkerchief to the laundry to be waſhed, which cot 7s. which he 
has never fince received from the ſaid James Aris, who has the care 
ot the laundry. Another complaint was made by an American, 
Captain of a thip, named Cowan : That on the 1 6th of laſt Ja- 
nuary, (being confined in that priſon), he entruſted Thomas Nichol- 
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Fon, the keeper's clerk, with a draft of 201. on Webb and Lay. 
' ford, of Cannon ſtreet, io receive caſh for the ſame : that Nichol. 
ſion gave him 131. in part of the money next day, and a pair of pay. 
taloons charged 11. 4s. but that he never could obtain the remaining 
balance ſince. Nicholſon followed-us out of the priſon, and ac. 
knowledged he had Cowan's money ; but would ſettle with him 
the next day, and entreated us not to mention it. in Court. 

„We vilited the men s fick ward, which was very clean; and 

only law one patient there, whoſe complaint was the ſcurvy, though 

at that time there were a number of priſoners whom we had ſcen in 
ſo bad a ſtate of health, that they ought to have been admitted 

a hoſpital. 

We then went to che women's hoſpital, and there ſaw a girl 
under fourteen years of age, named Mary Rich. She had been very 
ill for ſome time, though her miſerable condition was concealed 
from us when we had viſited the jail before. We inquired of her 
what was her complaint, and how ſhe was treated in the priſon ; ſhe 
ſaid that ſhe was well treated during the laſt four or five days, but 
for four or five weeks before ſhe had been very badly off in every 
reſpect, having nothing to eat but a little bread and water, except 
ſome broth every ſecond day: That ſhe laid very badly in a cell, 
No. 55 with the other women, and one of them laid with her on a 
very narrow bedſtead. We immediately went to the cell where 
ſhe had been confined, and meaſured the bedſtead, which was only 
two. feet four inches, wide. We aſked the keeper's ſon, James 
Aris, how he two perſons could reſt on ſuch a narrow bed- 
fiead, He replied, it was very common to put two perſons in one 
bed, as they could lie head and tail very well. 

f appeared, that the young girl was committed for the purpoſe 
of giving eltidence againſt a perſon that had injured her; but the 
next morning after we ſaw her, a certificate was read in Court from 
the priſon doctor, ſtating her to be ſo ill that ſhe could not be 
brought into Court to give evidence. 

„We examined the cells, which are cone ſix feet wide and 


A eight or nine fect long; a window with wooden ſhutters, about 


ſeven feet above the floor, and another window over the door.— 
The floors are ſtone, and the walls are brick unplaſtered, which in 
the winter ſeaſon muſt be very injurious to health, as there is 10 
method of communicating. fire to dry or air the cells; and we fear 
ſuch places are inſtrumental in afflicting thoſe who have the hard 
fortune to inhabit them with diſeaſes that can only terminate ina 
| lingering death. Acroſs thoſe cells, under the window, are thtee 
planks. raiſed to anſwer the * of a bedſtead, on which a firs 
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mattreſs is placed, with a ſmall thin blanket, and a coarſe horſe 
rug ; many of thoſe mattreſſes were ſo chafed and worn out, that no 


; perſon could take proper reſt on them for want of freſh ſtraw. The 


priſoners are not permitted to have any thing in their cells to fit on. 
Their allowance is ſaid to be a pound of bread per day, and four 
days in the week they have about fix ounces of meat, with ſome 
broth. But 'we apprehend, by the complaints of the priſoners, they 
are very ſhort of that allowance. And we underſtand that the pri- 
ſoners are not permitted to weigh their meat, nor is any perſon per- 
mitted to ſee that the priſoners have their proper allowance; that 
is entirely left to the mercy and humanity of the gaoler.” 

The honourable Baronet then ſtated it as his wiſh, that the Houſe 
ſhould reſolve itſelf into a Committee, to conſider of the facts now 


laid before them: and that the Grand Jury, and all aQing magiſ- 
trates of Middleſex who could throw light upon the ſubject, ſhould 


be called to the bar of the Houſe, and be there examined. He 
would only move, however, for the preſent, That the preſentment 
of the Grand Jury be laid on the table of the Houſe.” 

Mr. SHERIDAN thought, that, in propriety, after the detail 
of ſuch ſhameful and inconteſtible facts, the Houſe could not re- 
frain one moment from going into a Committee on the ſubject, 
without being chargeable with the want of common humanity and 
juſtice. On a former occalion, an examination of the Houſe of 
CorreQtiofi in Cold Bath Fields had taken place; but the magiſtrates 
were then impoſed upon by the artifices of the governor, fo as to 
give a favourable account of the ſtate of things ; ; and in conſequence 
of that, the Houſe was impoſed upon alſo. The Houſe, therefore, 
was unintentionally made a party in all that exaction, oppreſſion, 
and cruelty, which had fince taken place within thoſe walls. 
Nothing was more clear, than that the magiſtrates and the Houſe 
were groſsly abuſed : for when any perſons went to examine the 
priſon, it was the practice of the governor only to ſhew thoſe per- 
ſons and places which would beſt bear inſpeQion, and every thing 
that would tend to criminate them in the leaſt was ſtudiouſly kept 
out of fight. In particular, that part of the priſon where paupers 
and vagrants were confined was a great deſideratum of concealment. 
They were perſons convicted of no crime, whoſe only fault was po- 
verty ; yet they were doomed to ſtarve on bread and water, and ſpend 
their days in filth and ſqualidneſs. The very jurymen who viſited 
them almoſt fainted at the ſtench of their teeming cells. Such abuſes 
in this country was no longer to be endured. The Houſe, therefore, 
if it valued its own reputation, or at all regarded the rights of hu- 


manity, could not fail as ſpecdily as poſſible to inveſtigate this mat» 
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tex to the bottom. Had the magiſtracy of the country done their 
duty, ſuch diſgraceful ſcenes could never have occurred. What 
could equal ſuch enormity? The unfortunate priſoners were 
abuſed and plundered by their mercileſs keepers, who afterwards 
implored the jurymen to conceal their villainy from the magiſtrates, 
But the preſent Grand Jury had now fully ſubſtantiated the practices 
of plunder, cruelty, and oppreſſion, and the Houſe could not well 
ſhrink from going into an inquiry on the charge of ſuch crying abuſes, 
Could gentlemen fſcrioufly think of retiring to rural relaxation and 
amuſements, while they left ſo many of their fellow-creatures pining 
under the gripe of ſuch complicated miſeries? Late as was the 
period of the ſeſſion, he was confident there could be no objeQion 
to go into a Committee on a matter were the calls of humanity 
were ſo urgent. 

Mr. MAINWARING acknowledged the preſentment of the 
Grand Jury to be genuine ; but wiſhed to know how the honour- 
able Baronet came by the other long paper which he had read, and 
which purported to be a report from the Traverſe Jury. The whole 
ſubſtance of that paper ſeemed to be taken from certain notes and 
memorandums given in to the court of ſeſſion at Clerkenwell by the 
Traverſe Jury, but it appeared to be much miſrepreſented. Before 
this report, however, had been made, an inquiry had been inſti- 
tuted into the ſtate of the priſon and the wants of the priſoners, 


which it was determined to ſupply. The honourable magiſtrate 


here read the ſtatement returned of the condition of the priſon in the 
articles of beds, rugs and blankets, from which it appeared, that outof 
176 beds only 108 were ſerviceable; that the number of xugs and 
blankets were nearly in the ſame proportion. Mr. Mainwaring 
next read the notes of the Traverſe Jury, and pointed out the differ- 
ence between their contents and thoſe of the report read by the ho- 
nourable Baronet. With reſpect to the mutineers, their treatment 
was as good as their fituation would admit of ; and as to Mary 
Rich, the magiſtrates had examined her, and found that when at 
' home with her parents ſhe lived in extreme poverty: ſhe was one 
of ſix children; the mother made ſoldier's buttons at a penny a 
dozen; the father earned about 12s. a week; and they generally 
bought 4 or 51b. of meat in a week to ſubſiſt their family. Theſe 
and other circumſtances formed the report of the magiſtrates, who 
gave it as their opinion that Mary Rich was treated better, and 
lived more comfortably in the gaol than ever ſhe had done with 
her parents. Having thus ſubmitted a counter-ſtatement, he hoped 


the Houſe would not enter on that report offered by the honourable | 


"Baronet, as the moſt recent accounts, even thoſe of this day, con- 
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tradict it ; the ſtatement of the Grand Jury only was true, and the 
report not ſo. 

*Mr. SHERIDAN aſked on wake day the notes were preſented ? 
Mr. MAainwaRiNG ſaid, on the 27th of May. 

The queſtion was put, 

That there be laid before this Houſe, a copy of the preſentment 
of the Grand Jury of the county of Middleſex, at the genera! ſeſ- 
ſions of the peace, holden for the ſaid county, at the Seſſions Houſe 
of Clerkenwell Green, on the 27th day of May laſt, relative to the 
ſtate of the priſon in Cold. Bath Fields.” Ordered. 

Sir FRANCIS BURDETT JONES ſaid, his wiſh was, that 
the report ſhould be alſo laid upon the table, —_ he did not pro- 
poſe, at preſent, any diſcuſſion. 

Mr. CHARLES YORKE wiſhed to know i the honour- 
able Baronet got the paper deſcribed as the Report of the Traverſe 
Jury. | | 
Sir F. B. JONES anſwered, that the foreman of the jury, and 
two of the jurymen, waited on him with it. 

Mr. TIERNEY wiſhed the motion to be for all the papers 
preſented to the juſtices of the quarter ſeſſions for Middleſex. He 
truſted the Houſe would agree to an inquiry ; for the circumſtances 
to be collected even from the ſtatement of the worthy magiſtrate 
were calculated to create great public uneaſineſs. The honourable 
member was going on to obſerve, that he was not at all intereſted 
in the queſtion from any other motives than that of a general de- 
fire that no unneceſſary cruelty ſhould be exerciſed ; no feelings of 
party actuated his —| Here the Attorney General mad to ſmile] — 
Mr. Tierney ſaid. The honourable and learned gentleman need 
not ſmile. I ſtate what cannot be contradicted. I took no ſhare 
in the debates on this ſubje& laſt year. I even did not vote on it. 
Why then does the honourable gentleman ſmile, as if he would 


inſinuate that I am under the influence of improper motives ? 


This habit of the learned gentleman has of late grown almoſt inve- 
terate ; but I tell him he had better not ſmile in his ſneering way 
at me.” 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, that the honourable gen- 
tleman had inſinuated, as if he had in him a perſonal enemy; but 
in this he was unfounded — he was under a total miſconception with 
reſpe& to him, as he had not the ſlighteſt reſentment againſt him. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, the impreſſion made on him was the re- 
verſe. He had once the happineſs ot living in habits of intimacy 
with him, and felt the deprivation of them, but did not know how 


he loſt his good opinion; yet ſo it was, that the I 
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learned gentleman was too much inclined to throw out broad inſinu- 
ations on his motives of conduct. He hoped to drop it now, being 
ſatisfied with the explanation. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL maintained, that the paper 
was never before the Committee of the priſon, nor before the ma- 
giſtyates. 

A converſation now aroſe on the wording of a motion that ſhould 


[Commons 


anſwer the views of Sir F. B. Joxes, and put the Houſe in poſſeſ. 


fion of the notes on which the report was ſaid to be founded. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he hoped that by limiting the motion 
to theſe papers only, it was not meant that other information ſhould 
be excluded, if the Houſe went into that inquiry which juſtice ſo 
loudly called for. It was the duty of the Houſe to ſee that a pri. 
ſon, the eſtabliſhment of which it had ſanctioned, ſhould not be 
abuſed. The honourable gentleman could not but know, that the 
Houſe had a right to controul the judges of every tribunal ; and in 
this inſtance, it it did not interfere in that abuſe which the magiſ- 
trates had neglected to redreſs, it would indeed deſerve the cenſure, 
of which its proceedings had been recently the object in a dignified 
place. Expreſſions had been made uſe of by perſons of high au- 
thority, which he was ſurpriſed to find had not been taken notice 
of. Some obſervations, too, had been made by a right reverend 
Prelate (at leaſt they were imputed to him), which he ſhould think 
it his duty on another day to bring forward. He was of opinion, 
that every thing that could in the leaſt degree tend to elucidate the 
ſubject ſhould be produced. If there was any circumſtance' that 
copld create the leaſt ſuſpicion in his mind that every thing relating 
to it might not be laid before the Houſe, it was the obſervations 
that had fallen from the worthy magiſtrate. It appeared he had 
been miſinformed by the priſon committee, and that his mind was 
biaſſed with reſpect to the manner in which the priſon was con- 
ducted; otherwiſe a perſon of his reſpectable character and huma- 
nity never could have ſeemingly taunted at the remarks of his ho- 
nourable friend, or have aſſerted, that there was no ground what- 


ever for complaint. He was ſurpriſed at having heard ſuch lan- 


guage from him. .He could not account for ſuch a bias on the 
mind of any man ; but indeed there appeared to be a party ſpirit 
that he feared had obſtructed or perverted the inquiries which would 
otherwiſe have taken place. As to the caſe of Mary Rich, the 
worthy magiſtrate had uſed a moſt extraordinary argument in 


8 juſtification of the treatment of that unfortunate girl. He 


had ſtated, that her ſituation in priſon was not worſe than it 
had been in the houſe of her father, who had a family of fs 
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children, whom he was unable to maintain. What! was the 
poverty of the father to be urged as an argument to juſtify eru- 
elty towards the daughter? - vas it any palliation of the« treat- 
ment that girl had received, that ſhe had been brought up in the 
ſchool of wretchedneſs* But the queſtion was, how came ſhe 
there at all? She appeared as a proſecutrix, demanding juſtice 
againſt a man who had committed a rape upon her ; but was it 
ever known that a proſecutrix was committed to babe as a wit- 
neſs, and when there, ordered to be fed upon bread and water? 
What had been the reſult of the treatment ſhe had experienced? 
She had been found in ſuch a ſtate, when brought into court the 
firſt time, that it was impoſſible to examine her ; and when ſent 
back, the priſon doctor had reported the ſecond time that ſhe was 
unable to be brought up. What had he a right to infer from this ? 
He had a right to conceive, that the man who had committed the 
rape had had influence ſufficient to keep out of the way the only 
witneſs that could appear againſt him. He had no occaſion to 
ſtate theſe matters in order to ſhew the neeeſſity of a ſtrict inquiry; 
what had been ſaid by his honourable friend was quite ſufficient. 
His honourable friend had been an object of cenſure in conſequence 
of his interference on behalf of the unhappy people confined in this 
priſon. In his opinion his conduct refleaed the higheſt honour 
upon him, and did credit to the feelings of his heart; fortunate it 
was that a wretched, oppreſſed priſoner had a friend to whom he 
could apply for redreſs. Why was it neceſſary that any ſuch appli- 
cation ſhould be made by the priſoners to his honourable friend? The 
fact reflected diſgrace upon the conduQt of the magiſtrates? Why did 
they not apply for relief from their miſeries to the magiſtrates them- 
ſelves? It was becauſe they were ſenſible they ſhould not obtain it 
from that quarter. It was not quite a year ſince this ſubject had 
deen taken up, and a committee appointed to viſit the priſon. every 

fix weeks. How did it happen, if that committee were not either 
groſsly impoſed upon, or deficient in their duty, that the worthy 
magiſtrate ſhould at this time have had occaſion to read ſuch a long 
liſt of neceſſaries? When he conſidered the deſcription of thoſe 
articles which were denominated neceſſaries, that they were miſerable 
beds ſtuffed with chaff, and coarſe rugs or blankets, and many of 
theſe ſtated as unſerviceable, he could ſeareely contemplate the ſitua- 
tion to which the wretched victims muſt have been reduced. Theſe 
circumſtances ſufficiently proved that the priſoners acted wiſely ih 
not applying to the magiſtrates. -In ſhort, every word-that had 
fallen from the worthy magiſtrate confirmed him in the opinion that 


this was a buſineſs which Parliament was called upon by every 
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fentiment of juſtice and humanity to probe to the bottom. He 
ſhould therefore move, 

That there be laid before this Houſe copies of all repreſenta. 
tions made to the juſtices of the county of Middleſex, at their ge. 
neral and general-quarter ſeſſions, at Clerkenwell, by the Grand or 
Traverſe Juries, on the ſubjeR of the ſtate of the priſon in Cold Bath 
Fields, and the condition and treatment of the priſoners there, fince 
the 1ſt of January 1800; diſtinguiſhing the dates of the different 
repreſentations.” 

Mr. WINDHAM faid, that a priſon muſt always be a ſcene of 
woe, and without great precaution muſt be a ſcene of wretchedneſs. 
The very nature of a priſon made it almoſt neceſſary that it ſhould 
be a deſpotiſm, exerciſed over perſons withdrawn not only from 
common obſervation, but from common concern ; and it was the 
more neceſſary to watch over the ſituation of thoſe who could not 
come out to make their own complaints. Upon theſe grounds he 
was of opinion, that priſons ought to be moſt ſtrictly examined into; 
not by vifitors who went pro forma, but by perſons who would viſit 
it at unexpected periods, and who would explore the receſſes of the 
priſon. But he did not think, that in the preſent inſtance, the ho- 
nourable Baronet had made out in any degree the abuſe he had 
ſtated; and even, if he had, the caſe itſelf was not of a nature ſuf- 
ficiently important to call for the attention of Parliament in the firſt 
inſtance. It was only in the event of a failure of redreſs in infe- 
rior tribunals that reſource ſhould be had to the Houſe of Com- 
mons. It would detract greatly from the dignity of the Houſe of 


[Commons, 


Commons, if they were always in inveſtigation of caſes which, 


though they might contain abuſes, might be redreſſed in other tri- 
bunals. If theſe tribunals refuſed to make the proper inquiries, 
then it might be proper for the Houſe of Commons to interpoſe. 
In the firſt inſtance, the application ſhould be made, he appre- 
hended, to the magiſtrates at ſeſſions, from thence to the King's 
Bench, and to the Houſe of Commons in the failure of relief in 
every other quarter. Agreeing, as he did, in the propriety of in- 
veſtigating this ſubjed in a proper manner, ſtill he thought, if the 
preſent plan was adopted, it would place the Houſe of Commons 
in a very inconvenient ſituation. If, indeed, there were no other 
means of making this propoſed inveſtigation, he would, without he- 
ſitation, agree to the motion; but it appeared to him that there 
was no reaſon why the Houſe of Commons ſhould take it up in 
the firſt inſtance. If at the commencement of a ſeſſion a Com- 


"mittee was appointed for the purpoſe of ſuperintending all. priſons 
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(he would not ſay whether it was right or wrong), but ſtill it would 
de more confiſtent with the functions of that Houſe. 

Mr. YORKE faid, it was the ſecond time this bufineſs bad 
deen brought before the Houſe; and as the Committee had in the 
former ſeſſion declared there was no foundation for the inquiry, he 
really thought there was ſomething at the bottom of the bufineſs 
that required to be accurately ſifted. Honourable gentlemen had 
not acted quite correctly; for they had argued upon theſe papers as 
authentic, though they were not regularly before the Houſe. He 
had every reſpe& for the preſentment of the Grand Jury; but he 
ſhould be glad to fee the queſtion ſtill more minutely inveſtigated 
than had been propoſed. He could not avoid ſuſpecting, that the 
motion proceeded from a connection with a ſet of men confined in 
the priſon, who had been guilty of the greateſt offences ; but by 
this he by no means meant to impute blame to the worthy Baronet. 
He thought it beneath the dignity of the Houſe to perform a taſk 
which might be done much better by 'the inferior magiſtrates. 
However, as he wiſhed to ſee the buſineſs thoroughly fifted, he 
ſhould not object to the motion; and, for the ſame reaſon, he 
moved as an amendment, that there be added at the end of it, the 
words ( together with copies of the proceedings of the juſtices 
thereupon.” 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL ſaid, it was to be underſtood 
that the unofficial doeument which had been alluded to was nat 
called for by this motion. 


Mr. BAKER expreſſed himſelf adverſe to the Houſe agree- 
ing to it. 


The motion, thus amended, was then put, and carried in the 
affirmative. 


Mr. SHERIDAN truſted that he was not implicated in the 


alluſion of the honourable gentleman ; he did not think any one 


ſuſpected him of forming a party with the mutineers, who were 
very properly ſubje to the rigours of confinement in that priſon. 
The fact was, the queſtion had nothing to do with the mutineers; 
it applied only to thoſe who were committed as vagrants, or as wit- 
neſſes, or for ſafe cuſtody before trial, or to perſons whoſe offence 
was poverty, the remedy for which was cloſe confinement and bread 
and water. It did appear that they were treated with an improper 
degree of ſeverity. If credit was to be given to the ſtatement of 
the worthy magiſtrate, it was evident that they had not found that 
redreſs, to obtain which the priſon had been made ſubje& to the 
inſpeQion of a committee. He was ſurpriſed to hear the Secretary 
at War ſay, that Parliament ought only to interfere as the laſt re- 
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fort. Parliament was bound to ſuperintend all ſtate priſons in the 
country. Parliament had ſuſpended the Habeas Corpus AQ ; it 


was, therefore, its duty to ſee that no abuſes were the conſequence 


of that ſuſpenſion. Would the honourable Secretary have thoſe 
wretched priſoners, who were ſtated to have languiſhed in the laſt 
ſtage of poverty, make application to the Court of King's Bench ? 
It was in vain for them to attempt to make their ſufferings known : 
they were fearful of doing ſo; they were too much overawed and 


inti midated by their gaolers to dare to ſpeak out. It had been with 


difficulty that the Grand and Traverſe Juries had induced them to 
ſtate the facts: they were obliged to promiſe them protection, and 
order the turnkey to withdraw. He thought the obſervations or 
notes of the Traverſe Jury, which had been improperly called a pre- 


_ ſentation, ought not to be withheld. When all the papers upon the 


ſubje& were before the Houſe, it would then be competent to de- 
termine. whether a Committee of the whole Houſe, or a ſpecial 
Committee, ought to be appointed to make that inquiry, either at the 
bar of the Houſe or otherwiſe, which compaſſion to the ſufferings of 
theſe oppreſſed priſoners, and the nature of the ſubject, demanded. 

Mr. MAINWARING wiſhed to know whether the honourable 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt expected the ſtatement alluded to ſhould 
be one of the papers within the object of the motion? If ſo, he 
would oppoſe it. It was a paper altogether unauthentic. He did 
not believe that one juſtice of Middleſex had ever ſeen it; he him- 
ſelf did not know it was in exiſtence till four o'clgck laſt night, when 
he was coming dawn to the Houſe. 

Mr. SHERIDAN aſſerted this to be an egregious quibble. He 
defied any one to prove the ſtatements of the report to be incorrect, 
and admired the candour of ſuch oppoſition from gentlemen who 
profeſſed a with that the matter ſhould be fifted to the bottom. 

The SPEAKER ſuggeſted to the honourable member the pry- 
priety of -making a ſpecific motion. 

Mr. SHERIDAN then moved, „That there be laid before the 
Houſe a copy of a letter, with any paper therein encloſed, reſpeRing 
the priſon in Cold Bath Fields, and ſent by the foreman of the tra- 
verſe jury of the 3oth of May laſt, to the foreman of the ſuccced- 
ing jury. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL objected to the motion, 3s 
the paper was not authentic; and in fact, as the paper was de- 
ſcribed, there was no perſon to whom they could apply for it. The 
paper had not been laid before magiſtrates, and therefore was not in 
any degree authenticated, Indeed the Traverſe Jury had nothing to 
do with this buſineſs, and the letter of this foreman was no mots 
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than the letter of a private individual; for when they viſited the 


priſon on the 4th of June, they had . to be jurymen. Upon 


the whole, he thought they ought not, by calling for an unauthenti- 
cated paper, to give credit to it. 


Sir F. B. JONES ſupported the motion, and a that it. 
was the duty of the Houſe to avail themſelves of every opportunity 


of getting at the truth, without ſtraining at nice and quibbling dif- 


tinctions. It was highly important that the Houſe ſhould be in 
poſſeſſion of both papers, as there was an effential difference in the 
complexion of the firſt and ſecond repreſentation of the Traverſe Jury. 
Mr. WINDHAM contended that the paper was unauthenti- 
cated, and anonymous. If the motion was agreed to, it would not 
produce the paper, for it was improperly deſcribed ; but even if it 
would, he thought it much below the dignity of the Houſe to call 
for it. 
Mr. BUXTON objeRed to the production of the paper, both 
on the ground of the dignity of the Houſe, and the juſtice of the 
caſe. The foreman of this Jury ought to have complained to the 
regular tribunal, and not to have written ſuch a letter to the foreman 
of the next Traverſe Jury, who had no right to interpoſe upon this 
ſubject. This paper, upon which ſo much had been ſaid, was no 
more than a repreſentation in writing from a perſon who had no 
right to make it, to a perſon who had no right to receive it. He 
was very anxious that inquiries ſhould be regularly made into the 
ſtate of all priſons, becauſe they were under the command of per- 
ſons who ſtood almoſt in the ſituation of tyrants, and the perſons 


whom they commanded were almoſt in the ſituation of rebels. Be- 


fore they called for this inquiry, they ſhould recolle& that the law 
provided remedies in the caſe of abuſes, ſuch as were ſtated to exiſt 
in the preſent inſtance. There were ſeveral acts of Parliament 
upon the ſubje, particularly Mr. Gilbert's act, and Mr. Powys“ 
act. He was the more anxious that this ſubject ſhould be ex- 
amined in the proper tribunals, becauſe there the examination would 
take place under the ſolemn ſanction of an oath. 

Mr. YORKE ſpoke againſt the production of the paper; and 
ſuggeſted that the foreman of the jury who had written this letter, 


might be examined at the bar of the Houſe, when he would have 


an opportunity of ſtating all he knew upon the ſubject. 
Mr. SyErIDAN then withdrew his motion. 


Mr. ABBOT reported from the Committee appointed to draw 


up the addreſs to be preſented to His Majeſty, that the Committee 


had drawn up an addreſs accordingly, which they had directed him 
to report to the —_—_ and he read the report in his fact and af- 
Vol. XII. | 3 B 
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terwards delivered it in at the table, where the ſame was read and 
agreed to by the Houſe. 

- Ordered, that the ſaid addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty by 
ſuch Members of this Houſe as are of His Majeſty's moſt honour- 
able Privy Council. 


The humble Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons to the The, 


„„ Moſt gracious Sovereign, 

« We your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, having 
taken into our conſideration the ſtate of the public records of this 
kingdom, and the neceſſity of providing for the better arrangement, 
preſervation, and more convenient uſe of the ſame, humbly beg 
leave to lay before your Majeſty the report of our proceedings there- 
on ; and to repreſent to your Majeſty, that in ſeveral of the principal 
offices we have found the public records preſerved with great order 
and regularity, and in ſome few with a method and care which are 
exemplary : but that, in many of the moſt important offices, they 
are wholly unarranged, undeſcribed, and unaſcertained ; that ſome 
of them are expoſed to eraſure, alteration, and embezzlement, and 
others are lodged in places where they are daily periſhing by damp, 


or incurring a continual riſk of deſtruction by fire. 


« A period of nearly ſeventy years has elapſed fince the laſt ge- 
neral parliamentary inquiry upon this ſubject; and, during this in- 
terval of time, the change which has taken place in the language and 
written character of judicial proceedings, as well as the large ac- 
cumulation of materials which has been progreſſively ſuperadded in 
every department, have increaſed the difficulties of methodizing 
the ſeveral repoſitories, or applying their contents to the purpoſes of 
praQical uſe. 


In the courſe of our inquiry, we have found that many of the 


public buildings allotted to theſe uſes, and eſpecially thoſe buildings 


which belong to your Majeſty's Exchequer in all its branches, com- 
prehending the antient records and muniments of the rights and poſ- 
ſeſſions of the Crown, and the vouchers and accounts of the public 
revenues and expenditure, are in a ſtate ſo incommodious and inſe- 
cure as to require immediate attention. 

It has alſo appeared to us, that the ſalutaty meaſures hereto- 
fore adopted, by your Majeſty's authority, for methodizing the con- 
tents of ſome of the principal repoſitories of your Majeſty's records 
and papers of ſtate, might alſo be extended to many other repoſito- 
ries, with eonſequences highly beneficial to the public ſervice. 

« And the ſame motives which encouraged our predeceſſors to 


entreat your Majeſty's directions fer printing the antient records of 
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domeſday and the rolls of Parliament, have alſo induced us to ſub. 
mit to your Majeſty's wiſdom our defire of extending the ſame mea- 
ſure to other antient and valuable monuments of our hiſtory, _— 
and government. 

« Your faithful Commons do therefore moſt humbly beſeech 


your Majeſty, that you will be graciouſly pleaſed to give ſuch direc- - 


tions as your Majeſty, in your great wiſdom, ſhall think fit, for the 
better preſervation, arrangement, and more convenient uſe of the 
public records of this kingdom. 

And we beg leave further to aſſure your Majeſty, that whatever 
extraordinary expences may be incurred by the direQions which 
your Majeſty, in your great wiſdom, ſhall think fit to give on this 
occaſion, ſhall be cheerfully provided for and made good by your 
faithful Commons.” 


The bill for the ſafe cuſtody of inſane perſons charged with high 
treaſon was reported. On the motion, that it be engrofſed, 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR faid he was ſorry that the 
ſubje& under diſcuſſion ſhould come on when there was ſo thin a 
Houſe : it was one in its own nature of conſiderable importance. 
He could not but entertain a wiſh that ſome puniſhment might 
attach on any attempt on the life of the Sovereign, notwithſtandi 
the plea of inſanity. It was revolting to one's feelings, no doubt, 
to think of puniſhing an inſane perſon ; but there was alſo ſome- 
thing revolting in all puniſhments, particularly in capital puniſn- 
ments: they were inflied, however, not from vindiQtive motives, 
nor from any notion that even in caſes of the greateſt atrocity they 
afforded any compenſation to ſociety for the offence committed, but 
with the view of preventing the repetition of it on the part of others. 
It was a well-known ſaying, that a horſe-ſtealer ſhould be puniſhed, 
not becauſe he had ſtolen a horſe, but that horſes might not be ſtolen. 
If the ſubject were viewed in this light, the propriety of capitally pu- 
niſhing attempts on the part of a madman, againſt the life of any one, 
would perhaps be admitted: and much more would theſe conſider- 
ations apply with reſpect to an attempt on the life of the Sovereign, 
which, if ſucceſsful, might have the effect of diſſolving the whole fa- 
bric of ſociety. There was ſomething in the ſtate of madneſs that, 
where ſuch a deſign was conceived, generally led it to make the at- 
tempt on the greateſt objects, eſpecially if that madneſs happened to 
be connected with any particular political bias. The only ground 
on which the meaſure he now ſuggeſted could fairly be oppoſed was, 
that madmen were not capable of being influenced by the fear of 


8 But he conceived that they were influenced by the 
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fear of puniſhment more than by any other conſideration, and to a 
degree much.beyond the impreſſion it made on other men. On Lord 
Ferrers' trial a queſtion was put to a witneſs, whether his Lordſhip 
was in a ſtate to diſtinguiſh moral right and wrong ? He ſhould have 


thought the proper queſtion would be, whether he was in a ſtate in 


which he could have felt a dread of panier He was perſuaded 

that the Houſe, refleQing on recent events, and the chance of the 

fame dangers again occurring, would fee the propriety of maturely 
, conſidering the ſuggeſtions which he had thrown out. 

Mr. NICHOLLS begged leave to enter his proteſt in the very 
outſet againſt the meaſure row ſuggeſted. There never was a time 
when, by the law of England, a madman was regarded as a fit ob- 
JeQ of puniſhment. Formerly, indeed, a defign to commit murder, 

if fully proved, incurred a capital puniſhment, according to the 
maxim, voluntas pro facto reputabitur. But never did the law of 
England ſanction the puniſhing a madman. The will was neceſ- 
ſary to conſtitute crime : ado non eft rea, niſi mens fit rea. The 
very word demens expreſſed a man who had not reaſoning powers to 
judge of puniſhment. He admitted that the attention of madmen 
was moſt attracted by prominent objects; but as the puniſhment of 
- 2 madman could not operate as a prevention, he hoped the ſenti- 
ments then delivered would never be again brought forward. 


The SOLICITOR GENERAL thought that the propoſition - 


of the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Windham) was one which 
deſerved very mature conſideration, and he muſt differ from the 
laſt honourable gentleman, by obſerving, that it was one which cer- 
tainly derived countenance from the law of England. By the an- 
tient law, madneſs in certain caſes was not allowed to be an exemp- 
"tion from puniſhment. The life of the King was conſidered to be 
of ſuch importance as to ſtand in need of every kind of ſafeguard. 
Lord Coke ſtated an attempt of this nature as an exemption from 
the general rule, that madneſs was not puniſhable ; and Lord 
Hale likewiſe ſtated this to be a ſafe and a wiſe exception. It was 
not poſſible in all caſes to diſcover whether the madneſs was real 
or feigned; and therefore the antient la was, that killing the King 
was treaſon, from whatever quarter it proceeded. In caſe of a 
man's being capable of being influenced by the fear of puniſhment, 
he queſtioned whether the plea of madneſs, with regard to any 
crime, could be admitted ; and it was doubtful whether there were 
many perſons ſo mad as not to be capable of being influenced by 
ſuch a fear. 

Mr. NICHOLLS faid that the learned gentleman laboured, he 
bende, under ſome miſtake as to the doctrine of Lord Coke, 
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Madneſs certainly was not admitted, by the law of England, as a 
plea againſt an indictment; but he would aſſert, that there never 
was a time when it was not permitted to be urged in evidence for ex- 
culpation. , He would not now, however, go at length into the 
ſubjeck. He conceived that it was of too great importance to be diſ- 


euſſed in the preſent ſtate of the Houſe. He would therefore move 
« that the Houſe be now counted.“ 


The motion being complied with, and it appearing that there | 


were only 16 members preſent, the Houſe was adjourned, 


Monday, Fuly 14. | 

On the order of the day for the third reading of the . 
Deviſe bill, 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS propoſed a clauſe, that 
the wills of teſtators ſnould ſtand good, if made within twelve ca- 
lendar months previous to the paſſing of this act, — 
any of the proviſions of this act. 

On the queſtion ** that this bill be now read a third time, 

Mr. BURTON objected to it on the grounds of public and pri- 


vate expediency, He ſaw no neceſſity for the bill - no real exiſting 


grievance which required it. Excepting ope late inftance, he knew 
of none within the laſt half century that could call for ſuch a mea- 
ſure ; and if there was, this bill held out no remedy to ſuch griev- 
ances, whilſt it would introduce others far greater than the only 
fingle inconvenience which this bill was intended to remove. The 
bill propoſed to prevent perpetuities ; but to him it appeared to do 
no ſuch thing, as perpetuitics to a certain extent were allowed by the 
bill. The law allowed a man to entail both his real and perſonal 
property to any number of lives in fee for 21 years, and this was 
allowed to the ſame extent by this bill. Neither did-the bill ap- 
pear calculated to encourage the circulation of property, nor, would 
its provifions accompliſh that purpoſe, Accumulation of property 
would not prevent circulation. Money in ſuch caſes would not be 


locked up in a cheſt, but would go into circulation, as much as if 
it was kept in the pocket of the original owner. The ſum accumu- 


lated on an eſtate would be every year laid out in the funds; ſo that 


the money would be circulated in that caſe as far as the publicinte- - 


reſt was concerned, as much as if it were ſpent by the original owner. 

The only grievance pretended to be remedicd by this bill, namely, 
the accumulation of property to ſuch a degree as to be dangerous to 
the State, was very improbable to happen. The pretent law had 
exiſted long, and yet no man had directed any accumulation which 
threatened to be of the leaſt danger to the State, cx, in one re- 
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cent and ſolitary inſtance. Why had it happened that this danger 
had not occurred before ? Becauſe it was contrary to the courſe of 
human events—cantrary'to the common feelings of human nature — 
that a perſon poſſeſſed of vaſt property theuld deprive his children 
or relatives of any benefit from it. It would be half a century be. 
fore it could be known whether any inconvenience was likely to 
ariſe. Surely then there was time enough to conſider of paſſing 
ſuch a law. Mr. Burton ſaid, that it was not an advantageous 
thing to the public that perſons ſhould be diſcouraged or prevented 
from accumulating a large fortune : it was of importance that ſome 
men ſhould enjoy a large property ; particularly in times of public 
exigency, they were wanted for advancing loans, &e. The bill 
before the Houſe had a tendency to diminifh the attachment of the 
people to the conſtitution, if they were reſtricted as to the diſtribu. 
tion of their property. This bill was alſo prejudicial to private in- 
di viduals. In fome caſes the accumulation of property might be 
requiſite in the view of erecting a family manſion ; of embanking 
of land from the fea or the river; draining ; or for paying fines on 
the renewal of lives. Proprietors of Weſt India eftates might pro- 
perly allot a certain part of the property of their eſtates with a view 
of laying out their money in the funds, in order to purchaſe æmore 
ſecure eſtate in this country. The proprietors of mines might alſo 
be induced to accumulate, from the precarious nature of their pro- 
perty. He muſt urge his objections alſo in the cafe of meritorious 
officers, &c. advanced to pecrages, who might fitly accumulate with 
a view of ſupporting the dignity of their peerage in the perſons of 
their poſterity, after their penſions were at an end. Should it be 
the wiſh of the Houſe for the bill to paſs, he would propoſe to ſub- 
mit a clauſe in the bill prohibiting the accumulation above twenty- 
one years, and ſubſtituting the words till the income tax upon 
accumulation ſhall amount to a certain ſum, then the accumulation 
mall ceaſe; and he ſhould propoſe at any rate that this be made 2 
temporary law. , | | | 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS lamented that the honour- 
able Member ſhould delay his oppoſition to the principle of the bill 
till the third reading. He ſhould object to a bill which was 
meant as a material alteration in the exiſting law, being temporary. 
This-bill was calculated to prevent a variety of miſchiefs. It had 
no intention of altering the law with reſpect to the alienation of pro- 
perty, or reſtriction in the diſpoſal of eſtates ; but it was meant to 
prevent a miſchief which had already taken place, and not merely in 
a ſolitary inſtance; for he was well informed, that that had been 
followed by inſtructions which had been given to many convey- 
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ancers to follow that example. After ſtating the law as it now 
ſtood, and expatiating on the caſe of Mr. Thelluſſon's will, and the 
decifion of the Court of Chancery upon that occaſion, the Maſter of 
the Rolls argued, that ſuch a bill as the preſent was wanting to pre- 
vent ſimilar caſes ariſing. The preſent bill made ample proviſion 
for every proper degree of accumulation ; and he was afraid ſerious 
miſchief would enſue, if this bill were ſuffered to ſtand over to next 
ſeſſion of Parliament. 

Mr. SIMEON remarked, that, had the late caſe alluded to oc- 
curred earlier, the State would have made a law to prevent it. This 
hill was analagous to the ſtatute of mortmain, which was intended 
to prevent property from being taken out of circulation. He was 
therefore a fricnd to the bill, 

After a few words from Colonel Er 20RD, the Houſe divided; 
for the third reading, 50; againſt it, 3. Majority, 47. 

The order of the day was chen moved on the ſecond reading of 
the Poor Relief bill for the metropolis. 

Mr. MAINWARING complained of the miſrepreſentation 
which had gone forth reſpecting it; but as he underſtood that vari- 
ous petitions with numerous ſignatures were intended againſt the bill, 
he did not wiſh it to be farther urged ; and ſhould therefore move 
the ſecond reading of the bill to be poſtponed to that day three 
months. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that the nature and object of 
this bill had been much miſunderſtood ; and though he would ac- 
quieſce in the honourable gentleman's motion, yet he wiſhed to have 
it underſtood that he thought there was great miſrepreſentation on 
the part of the petitioners as to the nature of the meaſure. But 
when he found the moſt neceſſitous pariſhes, for whoſe benefit the 
bill was intended, diſclaiming their want of relief, he muſt hope that 
they were aſſured upon good grounds that, without the propoſed ex- 
traordinary intervention of the Legiſlature on their behalf, they 
were poſſeſſed of the means and inclination of providing relief for 
thoſe perſons. Though he agreed that the bill be withdrawn, yet 
it was not from any conviction of the impropriety of the meaſure. 

Mr. HAWKINS BROWNE alſo declared, that the more he 

had heard, the more he was ſatisfied of the propriety of the mea- 
ſure ; and he hoped that it would be reſumed, and well conſidered 
in another ſeſſion. 
Mr. JONES and Mr. SIMEON, who had petitions to preſent 
againſt the bill, alſo ſaid a few words; after which the motion 
paſſed, that this bill be read a third time this day three monchs.— 
The bill was thereby loſt for this ſeſſion. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


3 Tueſday, July 1 5. 
Lord GREN VILLE acquainted the Houſe, that he had a mef. 
ſage from His Majeſty to this Houſe, ſigned by His Majeſty ; and 
he preſented the ſame, which was read as follows, viz. 


GEORGE R. | 

His Majeſty thinks it proper te lay before this Houſe, the copy of a 
treaty, which has been ſigned at Vienna, between His Majeſty's Mini- 
fer to that Court, and the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the Emperor ef 
Germany, duly authoriſed for that purpoſe. 

His Majefly has directed the ratification of this treaty to be imme- 
diately prepared, and tranſmitted to Vienna, to be exchanged in due 
form with that of the Emperor : but, on account of the preſent advanced 
period of the year, His Majeſty has thought it beſt not to delay communi- 
eating to Parliament the engagements thus entered into; and he recom- 
mends it ta this Houſe to adopt ſuch meaſures as may be neceſſary in 
order to enable His Majeſty to fulfil them. _ 

His Majeſiy doubts not that he ſhall ſee, in the conduct of Parlia- 
ment, in this conjuncture, an additional example of that good faith, firm- 
neſs, and determination, which have uniformly aftuated the Cuncils 
of this country ; and he is perſuaded, that his Parliament will concur 
with him in thinking, that, by furniſhing the means fer proſecuting the 
war with vigour, they beſt promote the attainment of peace, on grounds 
conſiſtent with the ſecurity and honour of this country, and with the ſafety 
and independence of Europe. G. R. 


Lord GRENVILLE then moved, that His Majeſty's meſſage | 


de taken into conſideration to-morrow, and that their Lordſhips be 
ſummoned upon the occaſion ; which was ordered according]y. 
His Lordſhip then preſented a copy of the convention between 
His Britannic Majeſty and His Majeſty the Emperor of the Ro- 
mans, dated at Vienna, June 20, 1800, which was ordered to lic 
on the table. This ſtate paper was as follows : 


Convention between His Majefly and the Emperor of the Romans. 


„His Majeſty the Emperor of the Romans, King of Hungary 
and -Bohemia, and His Majeſty the King of Great Britain, have 
Judged that it was conformable to the intereſt of theit Crowns, and 
to the good of the common cauſe, to concert with cach other on the 
beſt manner of giving effect to the union of their efforts againſt the 
common enemy in the preſent campaign. -In conſequence of which 
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the Baron De Thugut, Grand Croſs of the Order of St. Stephen, 
His Imperial Majeſty's Miniſter of Conferences, and Commiſſary 
General and Miniſter Plenipotentiary in his provinces of Italy, 
Iftria, and Dalmatia, &c. and the right honourable Gilbert Lord 
Minto, Peer of Great Britain, one of His Britannic Majeſty's moſt 
honourable Privy Council, and his Envoy Extraordinary and Mi- 
niſter Plenipotentiary to the Court of Vienna, being furniſhed on 
the part of their aforeſaid Imperial and Britannic Majeſties with 
the powers requiſite for diſcuſſing and arranging this important 
object; the ſaid Plenipotentiarics, after having reſpectively ex- 
changed their full powers, have agreed upon the following articles : 

Article I. In order to relieve the preſſing neceſſities of the 
finances of His Imperial Majeſty under the enormous expences al- 
ready incurred, and which remain to be incurred during the preſent 
campaign, His Britannic Majeſty ſhall advance to his above-men= 
tioned Imperial Majeſty, by way of loan, the ſum of 2, ooo, oool. 
ſterling. This ſum (hall be divided into three parts, and paid at 
three different periods, preferably in ſpecie : ſo that the firſt third of 
| 666,6661. x38. 4d. ſhall be paid in the firſt days of the month of 
July, the ſecond third of the like ſum in the firſt days of Septem- 
ber, and the remaining third in the firſt days of the month'of De- 
cember, 

« Article II. During the whole continuance of the war, and 
during the fix months which ſhall follow the concluſion of a peace 
between Auſtria and France, His Imperial Majeſty ſhall not be 
bound to pay any intereſt upon the ſum of two millions advanced, as 
ſtipulated in the preceding article, Great Britain conſenting to take 
this charge upon her own account until the period above-mentioned. 
But on the expiration of the term of fix months after the conclufion 
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of peace, His Imperial Majeſty ſhall pay for the future to the Britiſh 

Government, or to the individuals who ſhall be pointed out by the 
g Britiſh Government, an annual rent or annual rents, making alto- 
6 gether the amount of the intereſts of the two millions advanced, 
g which intereſt ſhall be calculated at the ſame rate as the intereſts of 


the loan made on account of the Britiſh Government in the preſent 
year, His Imperial Majeſty ſhall moreover pay annually to the Bri- 


is to ſay, to, oool. every fix months, which fum ſhall be employed 
in the ſucceſſive purchaſe and reduQion of the principal of the two 
millions, according to the method adopted by the Britiſh e 
ment in its own loans. 


* Article III. Their Imperial and Britannic Majeſties n mutu- 
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tiſh Government the ſum of 20,0001. ſterling, at two periods, that 
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public during the preſent campaign with all poſſible vigour, and to 
employ in it all their reſpective means by land and ſea, concerting 
together, as occaſion ſhall require, on the moſt advantageous man- 


ner of reciprocally employing their forces by land and ſea to the ſup. 


port of their operations againſt the common enemy. . His Imperial 
Majeſty ſhall be careful to complete his armies of Germany and 
of Italy in proportion to the loſſes which they have ſuſtained, in 
order always, as far as poſſible, to act againſt the common enemy 
with the ſame number of effective men, conformably to the ſtate- 
ments which His Imperial Majeſty cauſed to be confidentially 
communicated to the Britiſh Government on the opening of the 
campaign. 

« Article IV. The Bavarian troops, thoſe of Wurtemberg, and 
the Swiſs regiments in the pay of Great Britain, ſhall be at the diſ- 
poſition of His Imperial Majeſty, to form a part of his army in 
Germany, and to be employed there in operations againſt the ene- 
my, in conformity to the conventions and capitulations concluded 
on this ſubject by the King of Great Britain. His Britannic Ma- 
jeſty ſhall take the neceflary meaſures for the further reinforcement 
of the army of His Imperial Majeſty in Germany, by as great a 
number as poſſible of German and Swiſs troops 

« Article V. Their Imperial and Britannic Majefties engage, 
during the whole continuance of the preſcnt convention, not to make 
a ſeparate peace with the French Republic, without the previous 
and expreſs conſent of each other. They engage likewiſe not to 
treat with the enemy, nor to receive from him any overtures, either 
for a private peace, or for a general pacification, without making, 
murually, communications of them with openneſs, and aQing in 
every reſpect in perfect concert. 

„ Article VI. The duration of the preſent convention is fixed 

for the term of one year, to be computed from the 1ſt March 
1800, until the end of February 1801. From the month of 
December, and immediately after the acquittal of the laſt payment 
of the ſtipulated advances, the two high contracting parties ſhall 
enter into deliberation. and confidential explanation upon the deter- 
minations that they may think neceffary to adopt for the future, 
according to circumſtances, and their mutual convenienee. 

« Article VII. The preſent convention ſhall be ratified in duc 
form by their Imperial and Britannic Majeſties ; and the reſpective 
ratifications ſhall be exchanged at Vienna in the ſpace of ſix weeks, 


or ſooner if poſſible. 


% In witneſs whereof, we, the underſigned, furniſhed with the 
full powers of their Imperial and Britannic Majeſties, have in theit 
"as 1 


rice. 


of rice 
Cuſtor 
be pro 
import 
that ef 


Jory 15.] DE RBAT ES. 379 


names ſigned the preſent convention, and have affixed thereunto 
the ſeal of our arms. 

„Done at Vienna the 2oth of "OT in the year 1500. 
{L. S.) « LE BARON DE THUGUT. 
(L. S.) « MINTO.” 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


Tueſday, Fuly 15. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT delivered a meſſage from His Majeſty, 
which was read —| See it in page 376. 

Mr. Chancellor PiTT moved that His Majeſty's meſſage be re- 
ferred to a Committee of Supply. He then brought up the treaty 
figned at Vienna on the 2oth of June 1800, between His Britannic 
Majeſty and the Emperor of the Romans, which was ordered to lie 
on the table, to be peruſed by all the members See it in page 

376 et ſeq. | 

Mr. ROSE moved that the Houſe do reſolve itſelf into a Come 
mittee, to conſider of the propriety of preventing the exportation of 
rice. 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee for that. 
purpoſe, 

Mr. Ros ſaid, there was now a bojiney upon the importation 
of rice; but of late ſeveral perſuns had made entries of rice at the 
Cuſtom-houſe for exportation. It appeared to him, that it would 
be proper to prevent the exportation as long as the bounty upon the 
importation laſted ; and he concluded with moving a reſolution to 
that effect, which was agreed to; and the Houſe being reſumed, the 
report was brought up, and read a firſt and ſecond time. 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee to take into con- 
fideration one of the articles tranſmitted from the Lords reſpecting 
general incloſures. | 

Mr. SPEAKER, after commenting upon the propriety of di- 
miniſhing as much as poſſible the expence attending incloſure bills, 
moved, that the Chairman be directed to move the Houſe for leave 
to bring in a bill for conſolidating into one act ſeveral projilions 

uſually inferted in incloſure bills. 

The Houſe being reſumed accordingly, he mou for leave be 
bring in the ſaid bill. : 

The Houſe in a Committee of the whole Houſe, on the bill for 
the better regulating the trade and buſineſs of pavnbroking + 
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Mr. PERCIVAL obſerved, that there were, as he underſtood, 
particular regulations with regard to articles pawned that were above 
the value of 1ol... Directions were given for the ſale of theſe 
articles in a particular way, and the law provided for the mode of re. 
turning the ſurplus to the original owner of the goods. He had been 
informed, he knew not how truly, that there never had occurred a 
fingle inſtance, fince the paſſing of the act, in which the article ſold 
as an unredeemed pledge had produced any ſurplus whatever to 
the perſon pawning the article. That could hardly be ſo, if the 
tranſactions of the ſales were fair; but he was informed, and he 
ſuſpeRed, that there might be an underſtanding between the pawn- 
broker and the auttioneer in theſe caſes, that the ſale was fo 
managed that nothing ſhould come- back to the perſon pawning the 
goods, however much they might ſurpaſs in value the fum lent upon 
them. He truſted, if there was any thing in this ſuggeſtion, that 
Parliament would conſider of it. Whether the remedy ſhould be 
by making the ſale more public, or by putting the pawnbroker and 
auctioneer to their oaths, or what remedy ſhould be adopted, he 
knew not; but he was in hopes that in the courſe of nevt ſeſſion of 
Parliament, if now too late in this, ſomething might be done in this 
particular. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE faid, that as he was not aware that this 
order ſtood for to-day, he had not been able to ſatisfy himſelf as to 
ſome parts of the bill, nor to make up his mind as to what alterations 


he might think neceſſary to propoſe to make in it. He therefore 


wiſhed that it might be deferred for a few days. The Chairman 


was therefore defired to report progreſs, which he did, and aſked 
leave to fit again on F riday. 


' HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wedneſday, July 16. 


Lord GRENVILLE moved the order of the day for taking the 
King's meſſage into conſideration, and ſummoning their Lordfhips 
thereon. ; which being read, he obſerved, that he felt it unneceſſary 
to trouble their Lordſhips at any length upon the preſent occaſion. 
It was in their recollection, that at an early period of the ſeſſion, 
when a ſubje& of pecuniary arrangement was under diſcuſſion, the 


Houſe expreſſed its decided opinion, that a vigorous proſecution of . 
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vertible policy. He underſtood, that no circumſtance whatever 
had occurred fince, which ought fairly, or rationally, to induce the 
Houſe to alter that opinion. On the contrary, the events which 
had ſince taken place, and he could confidently make the declara- 
tion, was ſuch as ſhould confirm their Lordſhips in this ſentiment; 
On theſe grounds it was that he felt it unneceſſary to trouble the 
Houſe, the more eſpecially knowing thoſe whom he addreſſed to be 
perſons from whoſe wiſdom, decifion, firmneſs, and patriotiſm, 
during the preſent arduous conteſt, had reſulted the greateſt poſlible 
benefits, and which were hourly felt by the country. He ſhould 
deem himſelf acting improperly, did he attempt to adduce freſh ar- 
guments to perſuade their Lordſhips to adhere to thoſe opinions 
which they had already decidedly expreſſed. He thought it the beſt 
proof of loyalty to the Sovereign, and attention to the true intereſts 
of the country, at once to expreſs their determination, “ that to 
proſecute the war with energy and vigour, was the ſureſt means of 
attaining the bleſſings of a ſafe and honourable pacification, and to 
eſtabliſh the ſafety and independence of Europe at large.” Without 
farther preface, he would therefore propoſe to their Lordſhips to agree 
to an addreſs to His Majeſty on the occaſion of his moſt gracious 
communication of yeſterday, His Lordſhip then read the addreſs, 
which faithfully echoed the meſſage; and being read from the 
woolſack, and meeting the unanimous concurrence of their Lord- 
ſhips, it was voted nem. diſ. g 

The Lords with white ſtaves were then ordered to wait upon the 


King, in order to learn the time His Majeſty would pleaſe to be 
attended with the addreſs. 


n 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wedneſday, July 16. 


Mr. Stirling (deputy clerk of the peace for the county of Middle- 
ſex) preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to their orders, 

Copy of the proceedings of the juſtices of the peace for the 
county of Middleſex, upon the repreſentations made to them by the 
grand and traverſe juries, on the ſubject of the tate of the priſon in 
Cold Bath Fields, and the condition and treatment of the po 
there, ſince the x day of January 1800, ineloſing Wo 

Copy of the preſentment of the grand jury of the county of Mid- 
dleſex, at the general ſeſſions of the peace, holden for the ſaid 
Ty at the Seſſions- houſe = Cen Green, on the 7 
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day of May laſt, relative to the tate of the priſon in Cold Bath 
Ficlds; and alſo, 

Copy of the repreſentation made to the juſtices of the county of 
Middleſex, at their general ſeſſion of the peace, on the 5th day of 
June 1800, by the traverſe jury. 

Ordered, That the ſaid papers do lie upon the table, to be per. 
uſed by the members of the Houſe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that as the bill for uniting Great 
Britain and Ireland had now finally paſſed, it would be proper to 
think of taking meaſures for the accommodation of the united Par- 
hament. The preſent Houſe of Commons was evidently too ſmall 
to contain the additional number of members, fince it with diffi- 
eulty contained thoſe who had now a right to ſit in it. He therefore 
moved, that a Committee be appointed to confider of the moſt ex- 
pedient mode of enlarging its dimenſions. 

The motion was unanimouſly agreed to, and a ſelect Committee 
appointed accordingly, conſiſting of Mr. Chancellor Pitt, Meſſts. 
Dundas, Windham, Ryder, Yorke, Percival, the Maſter of the 
Rolls, Lords Belgrave, Hawkeſbury, &c. 

The order of the day being read, the Houſe went into a Com- 
mittee to conſider farther of ways and means for granting a ſupply to 
His Majeſty ; Mr. J. Smith in the chair. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, that an account of the produce 
of the taxes for the year 1800 be referred to the ſaid Committee. 
He then proceeded to ſtate in the Committee, that the produce of 
the taxes ending the 5th July 1800 amounted to 23, 90, oool. 
which, owing to the ſame deductions, he would only ſtate at 
23,43, oool. The quarter ending the 5th of July laſt increaſed 
conſiderably ; this he ſtated at 9, 765, oool. leaving the ſum to be 
levied for the three ſucceeding quarters on the ſame proportion at 
18,5 30, oool. It was obvious that a conſiderable increaſe of re- 
venue would ariſe from ſeveral articles. The duty ariſing from the 
article of malt, which had been ſo much diminiſhed this year, ow- 
ing to the accidental ſcarcity of laſt year, would conſiderably in- 
creaſe, as there was no one article on which the proſpect of the year 
was more improved than that of barley. He ſaid, after conſulting 
with the moſt converſant on this ſubject, he conſidered 500,000). 
addition on this article-to be a moderate eſtimate. Another con- 
fiderable addition would ariſe from the duty on Scotch ſpirits, which 
he ſtated at 450, oool. Other ſums would ariſe from the re-pay- 
ments of the loan to the merchants of Grenada and St. Vincent, 
which he ſtated at 40,0001. There were other ſums which would 
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1801, With reſpect to the conſolidated fund, and the mortgages 
upon. it, there would be the ſum of 218,000). actual payments re- 
maining due and to be made good from the vote for 1799. There 
were alſo 7 35,0001. arrears from the land- tax ſince this tax had been 
directed to be carried to the conſolidated fund, beſides the intereſt of 
18,0001. After ſtating the deduQions and charges, the amount of 
the Imperial loan, &c. Mr. Pitt proceeded to move, That the 
ſum of 2,500,000]. be granted towards the ſupply to His Majeſty 
out of the monies which ſhould ariſe from the ſurplus of the conſoli- 
dated fund.” 


Mr. 'TIERNEY wiſhed the right 8 gentleman had 


| calculated according to the whole year, rather than according to the 


rate for three quarters; and declared he ſaw no ſufficient induce- 
ment for altering the old mode of making up the eſtimate for the 
ear. 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T, after noticing the two ways of making 
up the account, obſerved, that when one of the quarters was ex- 
pired, it was moſt accurate to ſtate the fact as it was, and to take 
the eſtimate from that quarter to the time- to come ; it was fair to 
compute the growing produce of taxes for the three enſuing quarters 
from the laſt preceding one. He had taken into the account no in- 
creaſe of revenue but what had actually taken place; and from the 
regulations adopted, he expected an augmentation of the income tax 
to the ſum originally calculated,.of ſeven millions. 

The vote of 2, 5 oo, oool. was then agreed to, and the report or- | 
dered to be received to-morrow. 

Sir F. B. JONES gave notice, that to-morrow he ſhould make 
2 motion relative to the priſon in Cold Bath Fields. 

A motion was made, that the papers preſented by Mr. Stirling 
ſhould be printed. — Ordered. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT aſked Sir F. B. Jones, what was the 
purport of his intended motion? 

Sir F. B. JONES faid, it was, that the foreman of the traverſe 
Jury ſhould be examined at the bar of the Houſe. | 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſtated, that when the production of the notes 
of the traverſe jury had been defired by his honourable friend, it 
had been obſerved, that thoſe who were called the traverſe jury 
were, at the time they preſented the papers, not ſo in point of fact; 
they had been diſcharged : it had been urged, that they were only 
ſo many curious individuals who had viſited the priſon. It was in 
conſequence of underſtanding that the paper could not be got at by 
any motion, that his honourable friend wiſhed to examine the fore- 
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man of the jury at the bar of the Houſe. He truſted there would 
be no objection to his being produced and examined. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he had not been preſent when the 
diſcuſſion took place on a former evening, and only knew what had 
paſſed from a curſory report of it. It was impoſſible for the Houſe to 
agree to the production of the paper alluded to; for the only ground 
ſtated as a reaſon for laying it before the Houſe was, that thoſe gen- 
flemen who had compoſed the traverſe jury had, after they had been 
diſcharged, and of courſe when they had ceaſed to be inveſted with 
any official charaQter, ſent to the foreman of another traverſe jury 
the notes of what they had tated to the juſtices in ſeſſions ; this was 
not ſuch an official document as could be the ſubje of a motion, 
It was certainly the province of grand juries to preſent all nuiſances 
and offences againſt the law, as an inqueſt of office; but the traverſe 
jury had no power to preſent offences ; they were only ſummoned to 
try them when at ifſue. The Houſe would therefore pauſe before it 
fanQioned ſuch an innovation of the province of juries, by adopting 
a motion for the production of a paper of the deſcription which had 
been mentioned. However, if there really exiſted any abuſes in the 
priſon of the Cold Bath Fields, affeQing the liberties of the ſubjeR, 
he would not object to any mode of redreſſing them, even though in 
ſome meaſure informal: but there was another conſideration to be 
attended to; which was, whether the laws were ſo inadequate to 
redreſs an abuſe of this nature as to render an application to the 
Jouſe of Commons neceflary * Upon any ſtatement, that the ex- 
iſting laws were not of ſufficient force, or upon a ſuggeſtion that this 
priſon did not come within the ordinary rules, it might perhaps be 
requiſite for Parliament to interfere. Whether any ſuch reaſons 
had been alleged, he knew not; but unleſs the caſe was ſo, no cir- 
cumſtances of abuſe or hardſhip would juſtify the interference of the 
Houfe. He thought it neceſſary to ſay thus much with regard to 
the production of the paper, at the ſame time defiring it might not 
be underſtood that he ſhould agree to any motion for examining 
evidences at the bar of the Houſe. | 

Mr. TIERNEY denied that the traverſe jury had no right to 
preſent ſuch an abuſe as the one which was the ſubject of the pre- 
ſentations to the juſtices. He admitted that ordinary courts had a 
juriſdi ction over priſons, and that the parties aggrieved might go to 
. the Court of King's Bench ; but the truth was, they had no means 
of doing fo, and were too much intimidated by their jailors to dare to 
apply. He thought, after what had tranſpired, it was the duty of 
Parliament to take the ſubje under its confideration. 
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The SPEAKER interrupted this converſation as irregular. An 
honourable member had given notice of a motion for an inquiry, in 
order that evidence might be examined. Any previous diſcuſſion 
relative to that inquiry was unneceſſary. The only way in which 
the ſubject could at preſent be entertained was, if the Houſe really 


wiſhed to enter into it, for ſome gentleman to move for the produe- 


tion of the 


Mr. M&INV NWARING was proceeding to —— the facts 


which had been ſtated; when 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that the facts WON not to be 
entered into till to-morrow, unleſs a motion was made for the pro- 
duction of the paper. 


Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he ſhould move for the paper. The 


miſerable wretches confined in this priſon, he obſerved, had it not 
in their power to apply to courts of juſtice for redreſs. It was a 
priſon eſtabliſhed by Parliament; the proviſions enacted for its re- 
gulation had been 'violated ; the ſuperintendance, provided by Par- 


liament had not been acted upon; it was therefore the duty of Par- 


liament to interfere, The Court of King's Bench could not grant 
relief. It could not ſay, that a perſon who had been guilty of no 
offence ſhould not be confined in a room fix feet ſquare, and fed 
upon bread and water, becauſe the Legiſlature had faid he ſhould, 
The evil admitted only of a legiſlative remedy. It had been ſaid, 
the traverſe jury had no right to make any preſentation ; he con- 
tended, they poſſeſſed an equal right with the grand jury, with the 
leave of the magiſtrates. It was the duty of the Houſe to obtain 
and a& upon the opinion of the former traverſe jury ; and for that 
purpoſe he would move, "That there be laid before this Houſe, a 
copy of any communication made fince the 29th of April laſt by 
any traverſe jury to the Juſtices i in ſeſſions for the county of Mid- 
dleſex, reſpecting the priſon in Cold Bath Fields.“ 

Mr. MAINWARING ſaid, that in # the charges which had 
now been brought forward on the ſubject of Cold Bath Fields, 
there was nothing different from thoſe on which the Houſe had de- 
cided laſt ſeſſion, except what related to Mary Rich; and it was 
proved, that the magiſtrates had inſtituted an inquiry into that 
caſe, and found that it was not of ſuch a nature as had been re- 
preſented. 

Mr. W. DUNDAS faid, the papers moved for were idle in | the 
extreme, being only opinions of private perſons, in no offeial ca- 
pacity whatever, and with which Parliament had no concern. He 
vn then proceeding to anſwer the arguments addgced: for an ow 
quiry, when = N 
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Mr. SPEAKER informed him, that he was irregular, that que- 
ſtion not being before the Houſe. 
Mr. ATTORNEW GENERAL ſaid, that if the paper which 
it was intended to procure by the preſent motion had any exiſtence 
under the character aſeribed to it, it would have been already re- 
turned in conſequence of the order for laying before the Houſe all 
the repreſentations made to the juſtices reſpecting the priſon ſince 
the 1ſt of January. The foreman of the late traverſe jury had no 


right, he ſaid, to fend that paper to the foreman of the preſent 


traverſe jury ; nor had the latter any right to attend to it. The 


grand jury were ſworn to make preſentments ; the traverſe jury to 


try ſucceſs ; and miſchievous conſequences would enſue from the 
one encroaching on the province of the other. Under all the cir. 
eumſtances which related to the paper in queſtion, he thought 
there were ſtrong grounds to ſuppoſe it contained the groſſeſt ca- 
lumnies. 

Mr. SHERIDAN thought there had been a total miſapprehen- 
Gon of the paper alluded to, and which he deemed neceſſary for the 
inquiry ; and he vindicated the traverſe jury from the charge of 
being capable of calunny i in the paper alleged, without which the 
Houſe would be apt to be miſled. The grand jury had made a pre- 
{entment, amounting to a charge upon the magiſtrates for not doing 
their duty; a jury was appointed; that jury ſay, © all is right;“ 
and thus the magiſtrates are ſcreened, and the public deceived. He 
contended, that they ought to be in poſſeſſion of the papers of the 
grand and petty jury, as both juries were duly authorized to make 
this inquiry into the ſtate of the priſon. The honourable gentle- 
man (Mr. Mainwaring) was ſo far wide of a correQ ſtatement, that 
he even miſtook the period at which the ſeſſion ended, ſtating it to 
be on the 31ſt of May, whereas it did not cloſe till the 5th of 
June, and his notes were'up to the 2d of June, and the viſit made 
by the traverſe jury was on the 4th of June. They proceeded to 
examine from certain ſuſpicions, and took the priſon by a ſort of 
ſurpriſe, which laid open to them a ſcene of the greateſt miſery, 
oppreſſion, injuſtice, and inhumanity, that the mind can well ima- 
gine. . On this occaſion he (Mr. Sheridan) would aſk, whether they 
did wrong in ſending thoſe notes to the next traverſe jury? The caſs 
was ſo ſtrong, that he could not ſee how a ſtronger caſe could be 
made but; and if vn examination it was true, there could not be 3 
proſe came, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, the feelings of every perſon muſt 


| revolt. at the, unmerited ill treatment of any unconvicted perſon ; 
kut vith reſpect to thoſe confined for crimes and miſdemeanors, the 
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humanity felt for them ought to be kept under ſome controul. Cer. 


| tainly their treatment ſhould not be needleſsly ſevere, nor too 


liberally indulgent. The office of magiſtrates and their fituation 
ought well to be conſidered. Their ſervices were voluntary, and 
frequently liable to be invidioufly conſtrued. This conſideration 
ought to put them under the peculiar protection of the Legiſlature : 
neither ſhould too haſty credit be given to rumours affecting their 
reputation, as thereby the whole diſtributive juſtice of the country 
might be unhinged. No extraordinary evil had yet been made out 
that the exiſting laws were inadequate to redreſs, and all legiſlative 
interference was perfectly unneceſſary. The paper moved for was 


* unofficial, though made, it was true, by perſons who had been 


in office, but whoſe duties had expired. Such a looſe document, 
therefore, ought not to be ſandtioned by the Houſe. It was only a 
memorandum of ſuppoſed abuſes tendered to the grand jury, which 
had been ſufficiently looked into and reported upon. All this 
ſeemed perfectly regular and ſatisfactory. Had any miſcondu@ or 
negle&t been proved againſt the gaolers, puniſhment, no doubt, 
would have taken place. A tribunal certainly exiſted to which 
they were amenable, without any neecſſity of a recourſe to Parlia- 
ment ; but a ſubſequent examination of the ſtate of the priſon on 
the 1 1th of July had fully corroborated , the former favourable re- 
port; no further neceſſity of inquiry therefore exiſted. The only 
queſtion now was, whether, under all theſe circumſtances, the 
papers were worth calling for? but he thought they were not. 
There was no calculating the miſchiefs to which granting inquiries 
upon ſuch grounds might lead. He would remind the Houſe of 
the proceedings of laſt year ; the grounds of that inquiry were po- 
litical, Complaints were made, that certain perſons impriſoned on 
charges of ſedition and treaſon were treated with injuſtice and cru- 
elty, and this caſe was diftinguiſhed from the other caſes of the jail. 

The reſult of that i inquiry was ſuch, that it furniſhed no argument 
for going into another inquiry, far leſs gave a precedent to ſanQion 
what was ſuggeſted to be made. But if, on the review of all the 
circumſtances, any thing could preſent itſelf to the gentlemen of the 
Houſe, either by way of regulation or improvement in the manage-. 
ment of the priſon, he on 1 part could have fo objection to its 
adoption. 

Sir F. B. JONES ſaid, that the caſe laſt year was not a parti- 
cular caſe reſpeQing ſtate priſoners, but a general and groſs abuſe, on 
which the Houſe had inſtituted an inquiry. His intention was then, 
a it now was, to direct the attention and cenſure of the Houſe ta 
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the ſeveral inſtances of cruelty and oppreſſion which marked the 
conduct af thoſe who had the ſuperintendance of the priſon. 

Mr. TIERNEY admitted the extreme caution that ſhould be 
uſed in receiving complaints againſt magiſtrates ; but it ſhould not 
be forgotten, that many perſons who compoſe the court that controuls 
and regulates this priſon have ſalaries from Government. Feeling 


[Comnons, 


then, as he did, for them, he thought that the honourable member 


had not well expreſſed himſelf on the ſubjeR of an inquiry, when it 
was expected from him that he would have been anxious for the 
character and credit of his brethren in challenging inquiry; in- 
ſtead of which he diſcovered, from the firſt mention of the bufineſs, 
a diſpofition to ſuppreſs all further inquiry into- it ; and he (Mr, 
Tierney) wiſhed that the worthy magiſtrate would ſtate his own 
opinion, and not that of his brother magiſtrates, as there was 
reaſon to believe that thoſe gentlemen would ſtand as high in future 
as they had hitherto. The facts already proved went to eſtabliſh 
this, that the priſon is not well managed. The right honourable 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtated the grounds of inquiry laſt 
year as political, but ſaid, that if a caſe ſhould now be made out, 
the Houſe might liſten. The caſe of laft year was full of injuſtice 
and oppreſſion, and ſuch as would be found highly aggravated in the 
ſtatement of this, from the preſentment and report themſelves. The 
Attorney General had taken an exception to traverſe juries, as un- 
authorized and improper perſons, who did not act conſtitutionally, 
and who had given in a falſe report, which contained a groſs ca- 
lumny. Whether this was ſo or not, an inquiry would prove. He 
would put, he faid, traverſe juries afide, and would reſt upon the 
document of the grand jury. That document ſtated the treatment 
as highly improper, ſuch as perſons before conviction being kept on 
bread and water; no admiſſion of their friends; and even their 
beds, ſo far from being fit for winter, were not ſufficiently warm 
for ſummer. If on the preſentation of a caſe from a fingle indi- 
vidual (in allufion to Colonel Deſpard) laſt year the Houſe thought 
fit to inſtitute an inquiry, what ſhould they do when they had the 
preſentment of the grand jury itfelf? On applying to courts of 
Juſtice, he aſked, what muſt the King's Bench ſay when that 
court ſhould hear that an application for redreſs was made to the 
Houſe of Commons, and rejected? He declared he meant no 
imputation on the characters of individuals, when he appealed to 
God for the ſtrength. of his caſe, which was full of injuſtice, eru- 


elty, and oppreſſion; and ſuch as called upon the feelings and the 
bumanity of the Houſe. 
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL denied that he charged the 
traverſe jury with falſchood ; he only ſaid they exceeded their 
powers, as they conflitutionally could not take on them the office 
of a grand jury, their provinces being diſtinct. 

Mr. PERCIVAL faid, that the ſpeech of the honourable gen- 

tleman (Mr. Tierney) might have been delivered to-morrow, when 
it would be in its place, but had no reference to the production of 
the paper, the object of the motion; and he had that reliance on his 
candour, that if he aſked him whether a word in his ſpeech was to 
the purpoſe, he would confeſs it was not. As to the conduct of 
the Court of King's Bench; he would not take on him to ſay what 
it would be; but he believed that it would never proceed ſo illogi- 
cally as to far, that, becauſe the Houſe of Commons rejected the 
inquiry, it was not bound to adminiſter juſtice on application 1p it. 
He then drew the diſtin& provinces of the grand and petty juries, 
and ſaid, that all that was regular in the report of the traverſe 
jury, and the preſentment of the grand jury, were before the 
Houſe. 
Mr. MAINWARING removed the imputation of his being 
diſpoſed to ſtop i inquiry, or of having miſled the Houſe ; he chal- 
lenged ſcrutiny into his character and conduct on facts, and pro- 
feſſed himſelf ready to juſtify on any charge fairly and openly made 
againſt him, 

Mr. TIERNEY admitted the reſpeQability of his character, on 
which he declared he meant no imputation. 

The SPEAKER here obſerved, that the diſcuſſion was carried 
to an irregular length, as it was not to the queſtion, which was on 
the production of a certain paper. 

The queſtion was put, and negatived without a diviſion, 

Mr. SHERIDAN wiſhed to know when the Permanent Com- 
mittee appointed to examine thoſe papers preſented the report, and 
up to what time ? 

Mr. MAINWARING aid, up to the 6th of June. 

Mr. LONG brought up the report of the reſolutions from the 
Committee of Supply, in which the ſum of 25,0001, had been voted * 
to His Majeſty to defray the expenees of the Military Aſylum . at 
Chelſea, which was read and agreed to. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thurſday, July 17. 


The order of the day being read for the further Was 


[Lond. 


counſel on the Flour and Bread Company Bill, Mr. Garreo was 
heard at conſiderable length as counſel for the ſupporters of the bill, 
Earl STANHOPE, after a few prefatory obſervations upon the 
general tendency of the bill, preſented a petition from Mr. Francis 
Chambers, of Liverpool, merchant, and general corn importer, 
againſt the bill, praying that it may not be paſſed into a law. 

The Earl of LIVERPOOL animadverted upon the effect of 
entertaining the petition of individuals, and made ſeveral remarks 


on the circumſtances of the caſe in queſtion. 


Earl STANHOPE roſe to reply, in ſome warmth, conceiving it 
to have been ſaid that the petition had no prayer. 


He reprobated 


the idea of its being imagined that he could have preſented a pe- 


tition to the Houſe without a praver. 


The petition in his hand had 


a prayer; it was a clear and intelligible one; he read it before, 
and would again, which he did loudly—*< That the bill may not 
paſs into law; - which he hoped, on the ground of its being preg- 


nant with danger and injuſtice, would be acceded to. 


The Earl of LIVERPOOL explained. 
The petition was ordered to lie on the table. 


Earl STANHOPE preſented a petition from a number of indi- 
viduals ſubſeribing thereto, againſt the New Foreſt Bill, and praying 
to be heard by themſelves, or their counſel, againſt the ſame. His 
Lordſhip, after reading the prominent parts of the petition, moved, 
That the petitioners have leave to be heard by nnen or their 


counſel, againft the bill.“ 


The LORD CHANCELLOR had no objection to the peti- 


tioners being heard by counſel; and ſaid, that as the bill was of ſuch 
a nature as to contain nothing which might not be altered in the 
Committee, and as it had already been read a ſecond time, he there- 
fore thought the counſel had beſt be heard before the Committee. 
However, he faid, he could not refrain then from making one ob- 
ſervation, namely, that the proviſions of the bill muſt have been 
groſsly miſrepreſented to the ſubſcribers, to induce them to ſet 
forth the unfounded allegations which he underſtood the petition 
contained. | 
[The Clerk reminded the Lord Chancellor, that the bill way 
ordered to be referred to a Committee this day.] 
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Thr LORD CHANCELLOR again quitted the woolſack, and 


obſerved, that under the circumſtances of the caſe, it was obvious 
the counſel could not be heard before the Committee. The 
petitioners, he obſerved, ſhould have come forward earlier, as they 
had had abundant time. 

Earl STANHOPE roſe, and deprecated what appeared to him 
to be an averſion in the Houſe from hearing petitioners by counſel 
in defence of their rights. He contended, that the petitioners in the 
preſent caſe had a right to be heard by their counſel againſt. what 
they deemed an infringement upon their properties. He aflerted, 
that if their Lordſhips went on from day to day in refuſing to hear 
petitioners at their bar, it would excite much diſcontent in the 
country. He alſo adverted to what he termed the indecent haſte 
with which the bill (a meaſure directly affecting the rights and pro- 
perties of individuals) was hurried through both Houſes of Par- 
liament ; and cenſured the alleged precipitation in unqualified 
terms. 

The Earl of LIVERPOOL deemed it incumbent on him, in 
part, to notice the obſervations of the noble Earl. He denied that 
the bill had been in the leaſt hurried through either Houſe. In the 
Commons it was more than three weeks in its progreſs ; the fact 
was notorious, and, as he collected from the public newſpapers, 
amyly diſcuſſed. From theſe ſources, even if they poſſeſſed no 
other, the ſubſcribers might have drawn better information. On 
their Lordſhips the imputation of hurry could as little attach. The 
bill was regularly read a firſt time, ordered to be printed previous 
to its ſecond reading, which ſtage took place in due courſe, without 
the leaſt oppoſition being made to the meaſure : the petitioners had 
therefore ample time, and need not have waited until the Houſe 
was upon the point of going into a Committee upon the bill. 

Earl STANHOPE in reply ſaid, he could hardly ſuppoſe the 
noble Earl to be fo ignorant of the forms and modes of regular 
parliamentary practice in ſuch caſes; he was ſure he was not igno- 
rant of them; what was ſaid, therefore, of the length of time the 
bill was before the Commons, could not apply ; as he muſt know, 
that while a bill was pending in the Commons, a petition to the 
Lords againſt it could not be ſigned. His Lordſhip then added a 

few obſervations decidedly haſtile to the bill ; and principally on the 
ground of its trenching on the rights of individuals, and infiſting | 
upon the right to be heard. | 

The Earl of LIVERPOOL ſpoke ſhortly in explanation, 1 

The LORD CHANCELLOR obſerved, that though the peti« 
tioners, in the preſent inſtance, bad manifeſted an indecent diſre- 
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gard to truth in framing their allegations, he ſhould not conteſt their 
right to be heard by counſel. - He again inſiſted, that the effect of 
the meaſure muſt have been miſrepreſented to the petitioners. He 
contended, that no proviſion in the bill took away, in any caſe, the 
conſtitutional appeal to a jury, whenever an individual, vindicating 
his right, ſhould think fit to reſort to it. 
After ſome private. converſation between their Lordſhips, the 
petitioners were ordered to be heard by counſel on the third reading 
of the bill, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


| Thurſday, Fuly 17. 
Mr. Dovcras moved the order of the day on the third reading 
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of the Thames Police Bill; which was read a third time, paſſed, 


and ordered to the Lords. 
The ArTorxneEy GENERAL moved the order for the third 
teading of the bill for regulating trials in treaſon, and for the fafc 
cuſtody of inſane perſons ; which was read a third time and paſſed, 
and ordered to the Lords. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL then roſe to ſay, that the 
governor of Surinam, acting under impulſes of the ſtrĩcteſt neceſ- 
fity, had permitted the importation and exportation of goods into 


that colony, contrary to exiſting acts. This, however, was done for 


purpoſes of general utility, and ought not to operate to the diſad- 
vantage of the individual thus acting. He ſhould move therefore 
for leave to bring in a bill to indemnify the governor of Surinam, 
or any one aQing as ſuch, for the time being, for allowing the im- 
portation and exportation of goods in and from that colony in 
neutral ſhips; and likewiſe for making void all ſeizures of ſhips, 
veſſels, and goods under the Navigation AQ.—Leave given. 
Colonel GASCOYNE moved the order of the day for the 
Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee on the bill to explain and 
amend the Combination Act of laſt ſeſſions. He then moved, 3 
the preſent bill compriſed all that was neceffary in the former one, 
and ſo rendered it uſeleſs, that it ſhould be an inſtruction to the 
Committee, that they ſhould have power to repeal the Combination 
Act of the laſt ſeſſions. —Agreed to. 
The SyEzAKER having left the chair, Colonel Gascovxx and 
Mr. SHERIDAN, among ſeveral clauſes, propoſed two, to the effect 
that ſocieties ſhould, for their mutual benefit, be ſuffered to ſubſcribe 
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Sir 


but if 


towards the vindication of each other's innocency in courts of law, 
and in the inftance alſo of the loſs of tools, &c. Theſe, however, 
were oppoſed by the ATTORNEY GENERAL, who maintained the 
clauſes were uſeleſs for the end intended to be accompliſhed by 
them, and liable to be productive of dangerous conſequences ; in 
conſequence of which they were over-ruled. The Houſe then re- 
ſumed, and the report having been brought up, was * to be 
received to-morrow. 

Sir F. B. JONES poſtponed his motion, which food for to-day, 
reſpecting Cold Bath Fields priſon, till Monday. 

Mr. MAINWARING faid, every return that came within the 
order of the Houſe had been made by the magiſtrates of Middleſex ; 
but if the Houſe had the curioſity, and were defirous, other papers 
might be laid before them previous to the time the returns were 
made. The reaſon why theſe had not been at once laid on the 
table of the Houſe was, that they were ſuppoſed not to come within 
the order. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT did not ſee any occaſion for further pro- 
duction of papers on the ſubject. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, the papers withheld were of great im- 
portance, as they proved conſiderable neglect of the priſoners in ſome 
quarter, by ſuffering them to remain deficient in beds, blankets, and 
other neceſſaries. 


The SPEAKER faid, the order of the Houſe was ſatisfied ; 3 


and if any further papers were wanting, a ſpecific motion ought to 
be made. 


Mr. MAINWARING obſerved, that Cold Bath Fields priſon 


was the only one in the kingdom where criminals were indulged 


with beds without paying for them. 
Mr. SHERIDAN then moved, © That there be laid before 
this Houſe a copy of any ſtatement of the number of priſoners in 


Cold Bath Fields priſon that may have been communicated'by the 


governor to the juſtices Gnce the 1ſt of January laſt, and of any 
1 wanting, with F 
m_ 

Mr. YORKE ſaid, that fince the magiftrates had been age 
quainted with the ſtate of the priſon, they had taken care that every 
reaſonable want of the priſoners ſhould be ſupplied. He had 1p 
odjeddion, however, to any papers being laid before the Houſe.- _ 


Mr. TIERNEY took notice, that as the number of /priſoners - 


vere always varying, area Ar eee 


be ſpecified together. 
Vor. XII. | 3E 
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Mr. SHERIDAN approved of this ſuggeſtion, and obſerved, it 
had been remarked. by an honourable magiſtrate, that Cold Bath 
Fields priſon was the only one in the kingdom where criminals 
were indulged with beds; he (Mr. Sheridan) would rcmark alſo, it 


was the only priſon where perſons were > treated as criminals before 
conviction. 


Mr. Sheridan's motion was then put and carried. 

Mr. JOHN SMYTH (according to order) reported from the 
Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred to conſider 
further of ways and means for raiſing the ſupply granted to His 
Majeſty, the reſolution which the Committee had directed him 
to report to the Houſe ; which he read in his place, and afterwards 
delivered in at the table, where the ſame was read and agreed to by 
the Houſe, as follows, viz. 

„ KReſolved, That, towards raiſing FD ſupply granted to His 
Majeſty, there be iſſued and applied the ſum of five millions two 
hundred thouſand pounds out of the monies that ſhall ariſe of the 


farplus of the.conſolidated fund.” 


Ordered, That a bill be brought in upon the ſaid reſolution ; and 

that Mr. John Smyth, Mr. Chancellor. of the Exchequer, Mr. 
Douglas, Mr. Pybus, Mr. Attorney General, Mr. Solicitor Ge- 
neral, Mr. Roſe, Mr. Long, and Mr. Bragge, do prepare and 
bring in the ſame. 
On motion, That the ſeveral reſolutions, which, upon the 1 
day of April laſt, were reported from the Committee of the whote 
Houſe, to whom it was referred to conſider further of ways and 
means for raiſing the ſupply granted to His Majeſty, and were then 
agreed to by the Houſe, be read. 

The ſame were, as agreed to by the * read accordingly, and 
are as follow, viz. | 

«© Reſolved, That, out of the monies ariſing by virtue of an ad 
made in the 3th year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for grant- 
ing certain duties upon income, there ſhall and may be iſſued and 
applied the ſum of five millions three hundred thouſand pounds to- 
wards making good the ſupply granted to His Majeſty, over and 
above the ſums neceſſary to diſcharge the intereſt of any loans 
which have been charged on the ſaid duties by any act or af & 
Parliament. 

< Reſolved, That, out of the -monies ariſing by virtue of an 20 
made in the 38th year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for grant- 
ing certain duties on goods imported and exported, and on tonnage 
of ſhips and veſſels, there ſhall and may be iflued and applied ie 
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ſum of one million two hundred and fifty thouſand pounds towards 
making good the ſupply granted to His Majeſty.” 
Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the gentlemen who are ap- 


pointed to prepare and bring in the ſajd bill, that they do make pro- 
viſion therein purſuant to the ſaid reſolutions. 


_ 


——— 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Friday, Fuly 18. 


Earl STANHOPE, after a few prefatory obſervations hoſtile to 
the Flour and Bread Company bill, and ſetting forth that a degree of 
irregularity had obtained with reſpeR to the third reading and paſſing 
of the bill in the Houſe of Commons, moved, that a meflage 
be ſent to the Commons requeſting that they would communicate to 
their Lordſhips what proceedings had taken place, on the 4th in- 
ſtant, on the occaſion of the third reading of the London Com- 
pany's Incorporation bill for the manufacture of flour and bread. ' 

The LORD CHANCELLOR objected to ſuch a proceeding 
on the part of the Houſe, chiefly on the ground of its being unpre- 
cedented, &c. and tending to no poſſible good effect. 

Earl STANHOPE ſpoke briefly in reply; —upon which the 
queſtion was put from the woolſack, and the Houſe divided— For 
the motion, 1; Againſt it, 6. Majority, 5. 

On the motion of Lord GwyDp1R, a Committee was ordered to 


be appointed to conſider of a plan to be ſubmitted to His Majeſty, 


for the extenfion and improvement of their Lordſhips' Houſe, ren- 
dered neceſſary by the Union of the Parliaments of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 

The Earl of WESTMORLAND preſented a petition from His 
Majeſty reſpecting the vote of credit uſually made towards the cloſe 
of a ſeſſion, and recommending it to their Lordſhips to concur in 


making the neceſſary proviſions to enable His Majeſty to defray 
certain extraordinary expences. 


For a copy of the meſſage, ſee the Proceedings of the Houſe of 


Commons, p. 396. 

His Lordſhip then moved a correſponding addreſs to His Ma- 
jeſty on the occaſion of his moſt gracious meſiage ; which was uni- 
verſally concurred in by their Lordſhips. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, Fuly 18. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT acquainted the Houſe, that he had a 


meſſage from His Majeſty to this Houſe, ſigned by His Majeſty ; 


and he preſented the ſame to the Houſe ; and it was read by Mr, 
Speaker, as follows, viz. 


GEORGE R. 

As the ſlate of public buſineſs may ſoon enable His Majeſty to put an 
end to the preſent ſeſſion, His Majefiy thinks it proper ts recommend it 
to the Houſe of Commons, to conſider of making proviſion to enable His 
Majeſty to defray ſuch extraordinary expences (in addition to thiſe 
which will be incurred in fulfilling the ſpecific engagements which His 
Majeſty has already directed ts be laid before Parliament) and ts tale 


8 ſuch meaſures as the exigency of affairs may require. G. R. 


.. Ordered, That His Majeſty's ſaid moſt gracious meſſage be re- 
farrad to the conſideration of the Committee of the whole Houſe, 
to whom it is referred to conſider further of the ſupply granted to 
His Majeſty. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, that the Houſe ſhould reſolve 
Itſelf into a Committee of Supply ; having previouſly moved, that 
the papers preſented to the Houſe on the 8th, 11th, and 17th July, 
the petitions on behalf of the Veterinary College, the Britiſh and 
.the African Company, and the copies of the treatics between His 
Majeſty of Great Britain and the . of Germany, ſhould be 
referred to the ſaid Committee. 

The SPEAKER having left the chair, and His Majeſty' s mel- 
ſage relative to the imperial ſubſidy having been read, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT roſe, and ſaid, that having already had 
occaſion to ſubmit a motion to the conſideration of the Houſe, rela- 
tive to the treaty between the King of Great Britain and the Em- 
peror of Germany, it could not be neceſſary for him at preſent to 
enter very minutely into the ſubject, not only - becauſe the motives 
to induce the Committee to accede to ſuch treaty were in themſelves 
ſo obvious, but becauſe they had been ſo explicitly ſtated by him 
when that motion had been diſcuſſed, and were ſo clearly pointed 
out in the meſſage of His Majeſty. In fact, there ſcarcely re- 
mained any thing farther for him to do, than to move that the Com- 
mictce ſhould adopt ſuch a reſolution as would enable His Majeſty 
to carry that treaty into effect. It might, however, be neceſſaty to 
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laſt, His Majeſty had announced his intention of forming an alli- 
ance, and entering into a treaty for the proſecution of the war, with 
the Emperor of Germany, the EleQor of Bavaria, and other Princes 
of the Germanic empire. The Houſe had, upon ſuch communi- a 


1 ration, determined that, upon every principle of ſound policy, it was 
bound to ſanction the treaty His Majeſty had expreſſed his inten- 
. tion of entering into, and to enable him to fulfil it. The policy of 


ſuch a determination on the part of the Houſe was ſo evident, and 
had been rendered ſo neceſſary by every event of the preſent war, 
that to uſe any arguments to enforce it would be to waſte the time 
of the Commitice. Since the period when the Houſe had reſolved 
upon the policy of ſuch treaty, various events had happened affecting 
the felative ſituation of the allies with whom His Majeſty had 
ſtated his intention to enter into a treaty. Some of thoſe events 
had been attended with moſt brilliant and ſignal advantages to the 
Auſtrian arms, and the cauſe in which we were engaged. On the 
other hand, he was compelled to admit that our allies had experi- 
enced heavy reverſes : but they were reverſes attributable to the 
chance of war ; reverſes which, ſo far from having a tendency to | | 
diminiſh and relax their efforts, could have no other effect than that | 
of exciting them to more vigorous and determined exertions, and 
of producing in this Honſe, and in the country at large, that zea- 
lous, ardent, and beneficial co-operation which it was the object of 
His Majeſty's meſſage to obtain; and the Houſe had already by its 
vote, founded upon every principle of policy, determined to grant. 
Now, to enable the Committee accurately to judge of the propriety 
of following up by its vote that which the Houſe had ſanctioned, it 
might be neceffary to conſider the circumſtances under which the 
treaty was propoſed and accepted, previous to the knowledge, or 
even the ſuſpicion of thoſe difaſters which had lately taken place in 
Italy. As far as His Majeſty's Miniſters had received any informa- 
tion upon the ſubject, they had every reaſon to delieve that, not- 
withſtanding the extent at which thoſe diſaſters had been ſtated by 
the enemy, the Emperor of Germany had determined not to recede 
on his part. Whether, if the Emperor was determined to fulfil his 
part of the treaty, the Britiſh Houſe of Commons ought to enable 
His Majeſty to afford him his ſupport and aſſiſtance, was a que- 
ſtion which rather required to be ſtated than to be argued : for it was 

not to be believed, that the magnanimity and courage of Great Bri- 

tain was to be affected by the vicifſitudes of war; that its faith to- 

wards its allies was to be ſhaken by fortuitous events; or that it 

would ſhrink from thoſe allies in whoſe ſucceſs it expected to have bl 
participate; merely becauſe they had experienced diſaſters, the 1 


/ 
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effect of which there was every reaſon to hope would be momen- 


tary, and eventually inconſiderable. Under ſuch circumſtances, he 
was perſuaded the ſentiments expreſſed in His Majeſty's meſſage 
were thoſe which actuated every one to whom he was addreſſi 

himſelf.* There was not, he would affert, one Britiſh heart in the 
country that could think differently upon the ſubject; nor could he 
for a moment ſuppoſe, that there would be the leaſt whiſper of op- 
poſition to the reſolution he ſhould have the honour of moving. If, 
then, there was nothing in the events which had taken place in Italy 


of ſufficient magnitude to deter the Emperor from fulfilling the 
treaty on his part, ſurely, as a queſtion of policy, intereſt, and pru- 
_ dence, whether this country ought to abide by it, it lay within the 


narroweſt compaſs imaginable. That man who could doubt as to 
the conduct which Great Britain was bound to adopt, muſt be as ſhal- 
low with reſpect to policy, as callous to every ſentiment of honour. 
Whatever had been the reſult of the campaign in Italy ; whether 
the ſtatement of the enemy had been exaggerated or not ; whether 
thoſe hopes on which we had calculated had been diſappointed to 
the full extent we were led to believe; ſtill it muſt be apparent, 
that the intereſt of this country required that it ſhould not ſeparate 
itſelf from its ally the Emperor of Auſtria, but, on the contrary, 
thould do every thing in its power to enable that great monarch to 
proſecute the war with vigour and effect, and with a chance of 
taking advantage of an opening for negotiation for peace, if ſuch 
opening ſhould preſent itſelf. Whatever was the opinion of the 
Houſe previous to the events of the late campaign, he was per- 
ſuaded it could not be ſhaken by any circumſtance arifing from the 
depreſſion or deſpondency of our ally; and in point of policy it was 
confirmed” by the relation in which we ſtood with regard to that 
ally at the preſent moment. As to the general ſtatement of the 
ſupplies of the year, His Majeſty had laid before the Houſe the ac- 
counts of the engagements which it had been neceſſary for him to 
contract with the different powers of the Continent, at the ſame 
time it had been ſtated that his engagements from unforeſeen events 


might be liable to be altered. The Houſe had found no heſitation 


in complying with His Majeſty's defire to carry them into effect, 


and had voted a ſum equal to that he ſhould have the honour of 
propoſing. The charges, over and above the 2,500,000. for the 


ſupplies of the army, were the 2,500,0001. to the Emperor of 


Germany, the Elector of Bavaria, and other Princes of the empire, 
and 500,000]. as a compenſation for the forces furniſhed by the 


Emperor of Ruſſia, The'ſpecific ſum to the Emperor of Ger- 
many was 2,000,000. and that to the EleQor of Bavaria 
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and the German Princes 500,0001. In addition to theſe ſums, 
which amounted to 3, ooo, oool. he had ſtated in February laſt 
that the ſum of 1,771,0001. would be required for unforeſeen: 
expences; on this head he meant at preſent to propoſe no more than 
1, 400, ool. He would now ſtate the leading articles to which 
it was to be applicd ; and firſt, it was to be obſerved, that in addition 
to thoſe powers with whom His Majeſty had entered into treaties, 
there were others, the terms of which had not yet been fully ar- 
ranged, or, if arranged, had not been ratified ; on the other hand, 
it was obvious, that the treaty with the EleQor of Bavaria could 


not, from the circumſtances which had taken place in his dominions, 
be carried into effect. There was, however, another ſum which 


had been advanced to the Emperor, that could not properly be made. 
the ſubject of a pacific vote, and had ariſen from this circumſtance : 
when the Imperial magazines of Stockach had been taken by the 
enemy, there had conſequently been a very conſiderable pecuniary 
loſs to the Emperor. His Majeſty upon this occaſion had oonſi- 
dered it unjuſt that the whole of that loſs ſhould have been borne 
by the Emperor ; and, without waiting for any communication from 
the Emperor upon the ſubject, he had ſignified his intention of bear- 
ing a part, and had accordingly remitted 1 50,0001. towards defray- 
ing the loſs. Beſides theſe charges there was a charge for the ex- 
pence of the troops commonly called the Corps of Conde. The 
ſum, therefore, which he ſhould think it neceſſary to call upon the 
Committee to vote would be 4, 5 oo, oool. The ſum he had pro- 
poſed in February laſt had been 4,7 00,0001. or 4, Soo, oool. con- 
ſequently the preſent one was ſo much leſs than what the Houſe had 
already ſanctioned. He was not aware that it was neceffary for 
him to trouble the Committee with any thing farther ; but con- 


cluded by moving the firſt reſolution, ** That a farther fum, not 


exceeding 1,500,0001. be granted to His Majeſty, to enable him 
to fulfil his engagements with the Emperor of Germany.” 

Mr. TYRWHYTT JONES ſaid, that notwithſtanding the 
right honourable gentleman ſeemed to think that no Member would 
oppoſe the preſent vote, he ſhould, for one, think it neceſſary to 
ſay a few words. When he had aſked a few weeks ago what 
would be the amount of any ſubſidy to the Emperor that might 
have been. in contemplation, God knew he little thought that a 
treaty had been entered into, calling for ſuch a ſum as 2, ooo, oool. 


He was ſure the country was unable to bear it. It was well known, 


that there had not been any intereſt paid on account of former 
loans. But the right bonourable gentleman talked of peace. He 
lncerely hoped the period would arrive when the country would 
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enjoy that bleſſing; but it did not look much like it, when Miniſ. 
ters were demanding 2, ooo, oool. to ſend to an ally. They 
might ſmile as much as they pleaſed ; but he ſhould enter his pro- 
teſt againſt ſending any more money out of the country to ſubſidize 
foreign powers. Nearly one million had already gone ; he obſerved 
by the treaty, that the firſt advance was to have been early in the 
month of July; he therefore concluded the ſum ſtipulated to be 
advanced had already been ſent, Befides, he did not approve 
of the terms of the treaty ; there was ſomething in it that tended 
to the prolongation of the war. We engaged not to treat with the 
enemy, or receive any overtures, either for a private peace, or gene- 
ral pacification, without acting in concert with the Emperor of Ger- 
many. If Miniſters could be juſtified in making ſuch a treaty, it 
could only be upon their having ſufficient reaſons to rely upon 
the good faith of the Emperor. Was that the caſe? Could he 
be relied upon? Had he not once already made a ſeparate peace, 
and would he not do the ſame if it ſuited his purpoſe? Had he not 
taken our millions without either repaying principal or intereſt ? 
There was no reaſon on earth for being ſatisfied with the good faith 
of the Emperor. - He hoped Miniſters would pauſe, after eight 
years of war, and not rafhly continue it by voting a ſubſidy of 
a, ooo, oool. eſpecially in ſo thin a Houſe. He proteſted, from 
the-appearance of the Houſe, he ſhould have ſuppoſed, if he had 
not heard the right honourable gentleman harangue, that it had met 
merely to diſcuſs the pawnbrokers' bill, or a turnpike bill, inſtead 
of voting away what together amounted to 40, oool. If they 
went on in this way, ſending the public money out of the kingdom, 
though they might deſpiſe ſuch an individual as he was, they would 
not deſpiſe that ſpirit of indignation which the people would not fail 
to expreſs. The fact was, the country was not able to bear the bur- 
thens with which Miniſters oppreſſed it, for theſake of enabling them 
to carry on a war, which they were determined ſhould be bellum ad 
internecionem. It was impoſſible he could agree to the motion of 
the right honourable gentleman, when he knew the ruin it would 
bring upon the country. The grand ally, of whom the right ho- 
nourable gentleman talked fo much—what was his fituation ? He 
was defeated, ruined, and unable to reſiſt the enemy. It was im- 
poſſible—ir was not in human nature (of which fo much had been 
faid), that the war could go on * ſuch a ſyſtem as the pre- 


{ent one. 


Mr. I. H. BROWNE aineainel that the Houſe had no rea- 


| 2400 heſitate in the ſmalleſt degree with reſpect to the faith of the 


Emperor. For himſelf, he had no diſtruſt whatever of that Prinec's 
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fulfilling his contract. He was fully perſuaded that it would be 
impoſſible, in the preſent ſtate of France, if the Emperor made a 
ſeparate peace, for this country to make one afterwards : it was, 
therefore, neceſſary that the two powers ſhould act in concert. So 
far from thinking that this country was not in a condition to ſend 
money to ſubſidize its allies, the accounts of the laſt quarter were 
proofs of its increaſed wealth, He ſhould be extremely forry to 
ſee that wealth expended extravagantly in a fruitleſs war; but he 
was no leſs averſe to making peace with ſuch a ferocious enemy as 
the one with which we were contending. With reſped to the thin- 
neſs of the Houſe, he did not fee why a full attendance ſhould be 
required; all that was neceſſary to inform gentlemen upon the 
ſobject had been ſtated at the opening of the budget. The lateneſs 
of the ſeaſon too was ſome palliation for the neglect in attending. He 
was of opinion, that no event could have been more fortunate than 
the coalition of this country with the Auſtrians. With regard to 
the reverſes they had ſuſtained, the accounts of them had been very 
imperfectly publiſhed ; but if. they were true to the full extent at 
which they had been ſtated, it was no reaſon why they ſhould be 
deprefſed ; but on the contrary a reaſon for exerting themſelves to 
retrieve their loſſes by proſecuting the war with vigour, and for in- 
ducing us to aſſiſt their endeavours to the utmoſt of our power. He 
admitted, if the war had ever been carried on for the re- eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Houſe of Bourbon, that obje& was completely out of 
fight. It was not upon ſuch ground that he had ever ſupported it ; 
he had ever conſidered it a war of ſelf defence. It had been ſo; 
it had enabled us to preſerve our lives and properties, and been the 
means of ſecuring order at home and of ſuppreſſing rebellion abroad ;, 
further, it had raiſed the naval and military character of the coun- 
try to a pitch of grandeur and renown at which it had never be- 
fore arrived. It was a war on the reſult of which he congratu- 
lated the Houſe, He was, therefore, for continuing the war, per- 
ſuaded that the bravery of our ſeamen and ſoldiers, and the exertions 
of our allies, would eventually obtain an honourable peace. Not 
to perſevere, would be to incur the charge of puſillanimity. What- 
ever ſacrifices in money had been made by this country, they bore no 
Proportion to thoſe of Auſtria in the loſs of her ſubje&s. There 
never had been a war in which fewer Britiſh ſubjects had been 
killed. The court of Vienna had perſevered with the moſt laud- 
able integrity and good faith ; and he was perſuaded there was not 
a man in the Houſe, who was not convinced that the preſent treaty 
would be as permanent as it was honourable and advantageous to 
the contracting powers. LS 
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Mr. MARTIN obſerved, that the Miniſter ſeemed diſpoſed to 
ride his war-horſe over every Member in the Houſe. For his part, 
he was ſo far from thinking the preſent motion one which ought to 
paſs without oppoſition, that he never in his life more lamented his 
inability to expreſs the indignation with which it had inſpired him, 
From the very firſt moment of the connection of this country with 
foreign powers, he had been of opinion that they tended to the mi- 
ſery, not only of our own people, but of all the world. He never 
would vote a ſingle penny for promoting continental alliances, 
What had been the conſequence of them? they had been the means 


of increaſing war and bloodſhed. What occaſion had Great Bri. 


tain to reſort to the aſſiſtance of continental powers? Why were 
we not content to defend ourſelves by the courage of our brave 
feamen? Why prolong the period of war and bloodſhed all over 
the world, by paying foreign powers to fight for us? He had 
no perſonal difreſpe& towards His Majeſty's Miniſters ; on the 
contrary, he knew them to be men of great abilities ; but he wiſhed 
they would make a better uſe of their abilities than they did. Their 
exertions ought to have been directed to the means of keeping the 
world in peace and tranquillity, not in involving in war and miſery, 
What had we gained by our continental alliances? A right ho- 
nourable gentleman was pleaſed to make uſe of high founding, 
pompous phrafes, about magnanimity ; but he would aſk the ho- 
nourable gentleman who had fpoken laſt, and who, he believed, 
was a worthy man and a good Chriſtian, whether he did not think 
it would have looked better to have talked of a laſting peace? It 
was to be wiſhed, that that honourable gentleman, inftead of tap- 
ping Miniſters on the back Mr. Hawkins Browne fat imme- 
diately behind the Chancellor of the Exchequer | would give them 
a little Chriſtian advice to put an end to the war. He regretted 
that the Houſe had ever been fo far duped as to have voted a penny 
for foreign ſubſidies. For himfelf he was determined never to con- 


eur in a meaſure that he conceived fraught with ſuch miſchief. 


Mr. TIERNEY faid, he thought he ſhould deſerve ill of the 
Houſe, ill of his country, and ill of all Europe, if he gave the vote 
which the Miniſter had called upon him to give. If any thing in 
the conduct of that right honourable gentleman could have ſurpriſed 
him, it would have been the lofty tone of voice in which he had de- 
fired the Houſe to agree to the preſent motion. If ever thete had been 
a day in which it would have become him to have come down co- 
vered with fackcloth and afhes, it was the preſent ; inſtead of 
which he had, in a few words, deſired the Committee to vote— 
what? A ſum not leſs than four millions. An honourable gen- 
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tleman had ſaid, the preſent was a war of defence. There ought to 
have been ſtated ſome grounds for ſuch an affertion. God forbid, if 
ſuch was the fact, that any man ſhould be found backward in afford- 
ing Government every aſſiſtance ; but the fact was not ſo. It was 
an unjuſt and unneceſſary war, begun and carried on to gratify the 
inordinate pride of His Majeſty's Miniſters. It was a war, the 
continuance of which, whatever might have been the origin of it, 
ſprang from the obſtinacy of thoſe Miniſters in not hearing what 
the enemy had to ſay. Admitting the French had been the ag- 
greſſors in the firſt inſtance, yet from the date of Bonaparte's letter 
to His Majeſty, things aſſumed quite a different complexion ; and 
Miniſters were anſwerable to God and their country for all the 
blood that had been fince ſhed, and treaſure that had been ex- 
pended. It was true, Miniſters might have thought they had ſome 
ground for not liſtening to the overtures of Bonaparte, but they 
were no grounds for inducing the Fouſe to ſanction their refuſal, 
by ſtating, that they were certain of the co-operation of their allies. 
It was impoſſible but, at the very time when the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer was amuſing the Houſe by ſuch an afſurance, he muſt 
have known that it was without foundation; it was impoſli- 
ble for him not to have known (unleſs the ſums granted for ſecret 
ſervices were thrown away), that the Emperor of Ruſſia, one of 
thoſe allies, was fick of the war. The fat was, Ruſſia had ſoon 
after withdrawn her forces. If the aſſurance he had made had 
been founded in truth, how came it that the treaty with Auſtria had 
not been ſigned till the 2oth of June? If there had been really 
that community of intereſt between the two countries which had 
been ſaid, how had it happened that the treaty had been deferred to 
ſo late a period? They talked of not ſuſpecting the faith of the 
Emperor. He did ſuſpect him. No doubt the Emperor had flat- 
tered himſelf the: his arms would have been more ſucceſsful ; and in 
the event of a favourable opportunity offering of making a ſeparate 
peace with France, certainly it would have been more to his ad- 
vantage not to have been ſhackled by a treaty with this country ; 
but when he found that he could not obtain thoſe advantages over 
the enemy which he had hoped for, he had no objeQion to compen- 
fate himſelf by a little Britiſh money; of courſe he could have no 
diſlike to a ſubſidy, which would not prevent him from making a 
ſeparate peace when he could do ſo with advantage, With reſpect 
to the ſervices the Ruſſians had rendered to the cauſe in which they 
had been engaged, there were various opinions upon the ſubjeR : it 
was doubted whether they had rendered any ſervice whatever; how- 


ever erroneous ſuch an opinion might be, he would not enter into it. 
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That the exertions of the Auſtrians have been vigorous, was what 
he would not pretend to deny ; but it was to be confidered what the 
object was that the Emperor had in view by the exertions he had 
made? Was the right honoutable gentleman ſure the Emperor 
had the ſame object in view for which the war was profeſſed to be 
carried on by His Majeſty's Miniſters? The next pretence for re. 
jecting the overtures of Bonaparte was the aſſiſtance that would be 
obtained in France—it was ſtated that the loyaliſts and emigrants 
had made head again the French Government—was that true? 
Had there been any riſing in Franc? to juſtify ſuch an aflertion ? 
Muſt not the. right honourable gentleman either have been grofsly 


miſled himfelf, or have wil fully impoſed upon the Houſe? Did he 


not perceive that the ſecurity and ſtability of the preſent Go- 
vernment of France exceeded that of any republican form of govern- 
ment that ever had exiſted? Had he not ſeen France under the 
Government of Bonaparte left tor the firſt time without a garriſon? 
The fact was, and Miniſters were ſenſible of it, that the people of 
France ſupported the government of Bonaparte, chiefly becauſe he 
had manifeſted a diſpolition towards the attainment” of peace. Was 
it poſſible for them to point out one ſingle act of the preſent French 
Government that ought to be a bar to entering into negotiation ? 
With reſpe& to the vote, to which it was ſaid there ought not to be 
a whiſper of oppoſition, he truſted the Houſe would not conſider it 
ſo much a matter of courſe. By what means had the right ho- 
nourable gentleman entitled himſelf to ſuch credit? Was it 
not true, that all the boaſted ſucceſſes of the Ruſſians in the laft 
e impaign had been completely done away in the preſent one? Had 
he not by his intemperate raſhneſs prevented the country at this 
moment enjoying the advantages of peace? Had he not refuſed 
to liſten to the reaſonable propoſitions of the French Conſul? He 
would not aſk what the object was that Miniſters ne: hoped to obtain; 
the utmoſt they could hope for was, that things ſhould be reſtored 
to the ſituation they were in at the commencement of the preſent 
campaign. No man could look to any ſueceſſes on the part of the 
allied arms to counterbalance the vaſt and gigantic ſtrides of the 
French. Was it juſt, therefore, to confine the Emperor to a war 
which would terminate in his ruin, by bribery? Were not Mi- 
niſters juſtifying, by their conduct, the aſſertions contained in the 
French papers, that nothing but the gold of England prevented 
Europe from enjoying a laſting peace? Would they ſay the Em- 


| Peror had it in his power, even if he were willing, to carry this 


treaty into effect? Would they ſay there was not negotiations at 
this moment carrying on, and in-a ſtate of forwardneſs, between 
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the Emperor and the French? What was to be gained by the 


2,000,000]. that we were laviſhing away. Had the country any 
ſecurity that the Emperor would not make a ſeparate peace? The 
treaty, he obſerved, was only to laſt till February. What ſervices 
could the Emperor render in the courſe of the few months before 
that time, that could poſſibly be worth 2,000,000c1l.? It was 
faid, that the leaſt ſuſpicion ought not to be entertained of this great 
ally the Emperor making a ſeparate peace, without communicating 
with Great Britain. Certainly nothing could juſtify ſuch an inju- 
rious ſuſpicion but experience. Was it not the fact, that during the 
exiſtence of a treaty equally as ſtrong and as binding as this was, he 
had entered into a ſeparate treaty of peace, which had laſted a year ? 
All then that could be faid was, that truly he was an upright Prince, 
diſpoſed to perform the treaties he entered into ; but when the preſ- 
ſure of war, and the unfortunate reſult of his arms, compelied him 
to act otherwiſe, he was to be pitied, not blamed. What reaſon 
was there for ſuppoſing he would not again be reduced to the fame 
difficulties that had before induced him to violate his treaty ? Were 
not the armies of France, at this preſent moment, commanded by 
generals of the moſt conſummate ſkill ; and, what was moſt im- 
portant, by generals diſtinguiſhed for their good fortune in war ? 
Had their ſucceſs even been equalled by the generals of any age or 
country? Events which human foreſight could not have calculated 
upon, they had achieved. What remained for them to achieve, 
were events that might eaſily be calculated upon. Then was it 
juſt to urge an ally to his deſtruction? If that ally had bound 
himſelf to go the ſame lengths which this country did, God forbid 
he ſhould oppoſe any obſtacle — but had the Emperor avowed the 
ſame object? No, he denied the fact — nor did he think it would 
be any deſertion of that ally to refuſe ratifying the treaty. There 
was ſtill time for the, Houſe ta pauſe. The good faith of Great 
Britain was not called upon to go the lengths that Miniſters re- 
quired, with an ally whoſe views were different from theirs ; an ally 
who had never profeſſed to fight for the reſtoration of the Houſe of 
Bourbon, or the Princes of France—but whoſe only obje& was that 
of his own aggrandizement. That Great Britain ſhould ſend its 
money to a power acting upon ſuch a principle, was a propoſition 
he never could conſent to. The right honourable gentleman had 
told the Houſe, the magazines of the Emperor had been deſtroyed; 
it was certainly a moſt extraordinary reaſon for ſending him 
I50,000}. If this had been a war of defence, he would have 
been one of the laſt to have contended, that a ſubſidy, which was 


the means of affording a continental diverſion, would not be defir- 
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able. So far he was a friend to ſubſidies. But it was not a war 


of defence, nor could any one fay what it was Miniſters really would 
have, nor for what they carried it on. Vigorous meaſures, he ad. 
mitted, were neceſſary. How had we co operated in the conteſt? 
We had ſent Sir Ralph Ahercromby into the Mediterranean, and 


taken way a few cows. This was the vigorous proſecution of the 


war on our part; and ſurely it would not be pretended that ſuch 
exertion could tend to the attainment of peace, If, then, our ſhare 
in the ſtruggle were of no avail, he would requeſt gentlemen to turn 
their eyes to the part which our allies had acted, and ſee how it 
had contributed to that deſirable end. Woe were told the Govern. 


ment of France was a feeble, decrepit Government, ready to crum- 


ble into pieces under the ſlighteſt ſhock, and tottering with the 
{lighteſt breath. It was againit the government they had to aQ; 
and yet ſuch had been the reverſes ſuſtained in the conflict, that the 
moſt ſanguine mind did not hope all our combined vigour could 
reſtore them to the ſame ſtate in which they had ſtood fix months 
ago; what proſpect then, he aſked, had we of repairing the diſaſ- 
ters of our allies, by this ſubſidy, ſo as to enable them in the end 
to prevail over France? Was it hopes of exhauſting her ſtrength 
by prolonging the conteſt? He ſaw nothing to countenance ſuch 
an expectation, The right honourable gentleman did not pretend 
to fay that the finances of that country were now in a worſe ſtate 
than ever. So far from that being the caſe, an honourable gentle- 
man had ſaid, he was grown fick of the argument. But if the 
ſtate of the French finances were to have any weight, and certainly 
it ought, gentlemen had only to look at it, and it would be found to 
furniſh an argument againſt them, inſtead of one for them. What 
was now the ſtate of the French funds? In February laſt, we were 
told they were at 17; and yet in the ſhort interval ſince, this de- 
crepit government had ſuffered ſuch a renovation of its ſtrength and 
vigour, that they had now riſen to 33; an increaſe which, be con- 
tended, fully counterbalanced any favourable change experienced 
by ours. Now, if we had nothing to hope from the ruin of the 
finances of France, did the ſtate of her.armies afford any juſt expec- 
tation of ſucceſs? A period, he contended, could not be named 
when her youth came forward with more enthuſiaſm to enrol them- 
ſelves in her ranks ; an-enthuſiaſm excited from one end of that 


country to the other, not for the purpoſe of aggrandizement or am- 


'bition, but to beat their enemies into peace; an object indeed for- 
merly profcfied by the right honburable gentleman in common; 


but for ſome time ſo much diſuſed, that of late the word had ſel- 


dom cſcaped him, Againſt armies ſo compoſed and ſo animated, 
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recent events had proved our inability to contend. Independent, 
however, of the inſufficiency of any thing in the preſent treaty to 
put our ally on a level to cope with them, there was another light 
in which it ought to be conſidered, without entering into the facility 
or the difficulty of raĩſing the money ſtipulated for; he meant the 
manner of ttanſmitting it to the Continent. It was to be ſent in 
ſpecie ; an operation which he contended muſt prove highly injuri- 
ous to the country. But, admitting the money procured and ſent to 
Vienna, could the right honourable gentleman poſitively ſay that he 
could get his two millions worth from the Emperor at the preſent 
criſis? He contended he could not. The ſupply might indeed 
to a certain degree recruit his ſtrength and finances ; but not to an 
extent that would command ſucceſs : it might prolong the conteſt, 
but could not tend to bring about peace. In ſuch caſe, then, all 
we ſhould obtain would be an unavailing ſervice, which, inſtead of 
bringing us to the end propoſed, would only remove it to a greater 
diſtance. Yet this was the ally on whom we were to rely for obtain- 
ing ſecurity to Europe—theſe were the Miniſters who were to proſe- 
cute the war with a vigour that muſt command ſucceſs—this was 
the career to be purſued by England, after diſdainfully rejecting all 
negotiation—after reverfing all the advantages of the laſt campaign— 
after being left with a fingle ally. He did not queſtion the Em- 
peror's willingneſs to continue the conteſt ; but, however great it 
might be, with his armies broken and defeated, his ſpirit muſt be 
diſcomfited. Every thing had vaniſhed ; all the advantages fo 
much boaſted in the hour of our arrogance had been wreſted from 
him! and yet, with all this experience, they were to be called cal- 
lous, who ſhould oppoſe a continuance of the ſyſtem which had pro- 
duced ſuch fatal conſequences. To repair theſe, our money could 
not avail, What elſe then could we do, and how were we further 
to contribute to that end? Our fleets could not achieve new tri- 
umphs, for there were no fleets to oppoſe them. To what uſe 
then could ſo much of theſe two millions as remained unpaid be 
now applied, if, as he had already contended, it-could not change 


the ſtate of affairs on the continent? A ſmall iſland might indeed 


be conquered ; but that he believed was not an object worth diſput- 
ing about, or one that was likely to be urged as a juſtification for 
the continuanee of a war involving ſo many facrifices. The queſ- 
tion, as he conceived, was, could the war be avoided ? If it could 
not, he was as ready as any man in that Houſe to ſupport-it. But 
he contended, it could be avoided, It was his poſitive opinion, 
that a peace could be procured within one month from that day. 


He acknowledged, however, he did not look forward to ſuch an 
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event. From his knowledge of Miniſters, he could not expect it 
from their hands. No amicable negotiation could be entered into 
between His Majeſty's Miniſters and Bonaparte. All then that 
could be expected was, that the Miniſter would at length be com- 
pelled to make peace. When our allies were down, when Bona- 
parte had proved his ſtrength, then, no doubt, he would find ſecu- 
rity, He could not find it in our ſucceſs; it could, therefore, 
be only had in diſaſter ; and the hour which ſhould be the very 
laſt for us to make peace would be the firſt choſen. But the right 
honourable gentleman might ſay, he was entitled to change his opi- 
nion ; and that whatever his ſentiments might have once been on 
the ſubject, it did not follow that they muſt remain invariable. He 
admitted indeed, no man had ever diſplayed more magnanimity in 
changing opinion than the right honourable gentleman. What he 
contended for was, that no ſuch change had taken place. The 
honourable gentleman himſelf had made no ſuch avowal. Sup- 
poſing him to do fo, ſhould he declare that he now felt a cordial 
inclination for peace, ſhould he retract every thing which he had 
ever faid againſt negotiation, it might be of ſome avail. But the 
right honourable gent!:man had mani ſeſted no ſuch change, he ex- 
preſſed no ſuch inclination. Under theſe circumſtances, then, if 
we looked to the gigantic power of France, what ſhould we expect 
would be its conduct? He would aſk any man in that Houſe, if 
he were in the fituation of Bonaparte, and if he ſaw no cordial in- 
tention to lay aſide all hoſtile feeling, he would aſk even the right 
honourable gentleman himſelf, whether, with all his moderation, he 
would be diſpoſed to enter into negotiation with ſuch an adverſary ? 
France might ſay on her part, We will have ſecurity, as well as 
England, before we make peace,” and thus the war may be con- 
tinued to any indefinite length of time. On this ſyſtem, poor 
indeed was the proſpect of peace to the world. Miniſters, by the 
manner in which they had carried on the war, had become à bye- 
word and Jaughing-ſtock from one end of Europe to the other, 
From what quarter could they expect their panegyric ? it could not 
be from Pruſſia, or the Emperor Paul; the only power it could be 
expected from was the Imperial Court, on whom we were liberally 
ſquandering our money. In what way then could the preſent Ca- 
binet be entitled to the name of ſtateſmen ? In one way alone they 
had ſucceeded; that was, in embroiling and overturning all Europe. 
True it was, that our reſources were great ; but they might be ex- 
hauſted. He did not doubt but experience, and the evidence of 
facts, would be complete at the laſt payment of the ſubſidy, on the 
28th of February next. The Emperor was pledged to continue 
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our ally no longer. It would then be ſeen, that ſome farther ſub- 
ſidy was neceſſary. The right honourable gentleman muſt then 
fly to new topics to rouſe the languid ſpirit of the country to a con- 
tinuance of the war; but why this proſpect of farther waſte of 
blood and treaſure? Could not the right honourable gentleman 
ſee that no good could be obtained by war, unleſs unanimity was 
accompliſhed by a fair avowal of a diſpoſition to negotiate for peace ? 
That this was attainable, ſhould the deſire be ſincere, was fully 
evident. But peace, while. an ember of jacobiniſm remained un- 
extinguiſhed in France, was conſidered unfortunately as only a mi- 
tigated ſtate of war. The intereſt of the country he felt for as 
much as any man, and this made him diſavow any ſuch ſentiment 
or belief. Should ſuch a danger as the infection of jacobiniſm be 
feared, war was not its proper "remedy, but negotiation. But His 
Majeſty's Miniſters might ſay, „If negotiations of peace were 
opened, the terms would be ſo diſadvantageous, that they could not 
be accepted.. True, but the fincerity of Bonaparte would, by ne- 
gotiation, be tried; his ambitious ſchemes, if he had any, would 
be fully developed, and his antipathy to this country be made con- 
ſpicuouſly to appear, if any ſuch was entertained by him. Should 
ſuch a diſplay of character as this take place, he (Mr. Tierney) 
would then ſpend his laſt ſhilling as readily as any man in the ſup- 
port and protection of his country. He was confident, however, 
that a contrary diſpoſition would appear; and this country, by 
loſing the favourable time to negotiate, would foon find herſelf 
ſtanding ſingly againſt the, whole power of France, No man could 
ſay that the German empire was not in a perilous ſituation, and 
that in the extreme. Another victory might open to the enemy a 
way to the very gates of Vienna. This, therefore, was the time 
to exerciſe our-caution and prudence ; and while affairs remained 
in ſuch doubtful balance, to take care of our reſources, that they 
ſhould not be uſeleſsly waſted. The ſcale of the preſent national ex- 
penditure was immenſe—no leſs than 64,000,000]. would be 
wanted for the eurrent expences of the preſent year. The queſtion 
was, could the war be continued at ſuch a rate? He adviſed Mi- 
niſters to look at the internal ſtate of the country, and aſk themſelves 
if this was the time to ſend away money? — Should, indeed, peace 
be produced by ſuch a pecuniary facrifice, it would meet with no 
objection from him; but he was afraid that the money would be 
laviſhed in carrying on the war (as it was called) with vigour. Mi- 
niſters, he believed, did not think of peace. They thought it a 
bad thing. The Miniſter himſelf had candidly faid, that nego- 


tation was more prejudicial than war. He did not at all blame 
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Miniſters for their motives ; but he would not vote for their laviſh. 
ing away the money of his conſtituents. All he wiſhed to ſee was 
a cordial diſpoſition on their part of making peace; but believing, 
as he did, that the money about to be voted would not produce that 
deſirable end, he could not approve of the meaſures. He was far 
from wiſhing to deſert an ally ; but he could not comprehend how the 
Emperor was to be ſaved, or the condition of this country benefited, 
by paſſing the vote of this evening. Two millions could not invigo- 
rate defeated armies, nor reinſtate the loſſes of the campaign. The 
Emperor wanted men, but theſe we could not ſend him. Though 
the Emperor had formerly ſtated that he wanted money, yet ſtanding 
alone and without our aſſiſtance, his ſuccefics had been far greater 
than they were at preſent. If he could think, that voting the pre- 
ſent ſubſidy would have any influence in accelerating the period of 
peace, he would gladly give ir his ſupport ; but ſeeing no ſuch ten- 
dency, he felt that he ſhould not perform his duty to his conſtituents 
and his country, if he were not to oppoſe it; and e he muſt 
give it his decided negative. 

Mr. CANNING | ſaid, that from what he had been able to col. 
le& from the ſpeech of the honourable gentleman who had juſt ſat 
down, there were three grounds on which the oppoſition to the vote 
now propoſed to the Committee was attempted to be maintained: 
Firſt, that an avowed vigorous proſecution of the war was not the 
way to arrive at peace; ſecondly, that the Emperor had not hitherto 
afforded ſuch a co- operation as juſtified Miniſters for having entered 
into ſuch engagements as thoſe which were contained in the treaty 
upon the table, nor was he in a ſituation to afford ſuch co-operation 
henceforward as would juſtify the Houſe in fulfilling them ; and 
thirdly, that the preſenc Miniſters were not fit men to make peace, 
and that any effort therefore for that object, while they remained in 
office, muſt be of no avail. 

With regard to the firſt of theſe objections, he ſhould ſay but 
litye ; labs he was firmly perſuaded that the Houſe in general, 
and almoſt every Member in it, muſt feel, that even if there were 
no other purpoſe for which this vote was deſirable but that of ena - 
bling Miniſters to enter into immediate negotiation for peace with 
greater advantage, the declaration of ſuch a purpoſe in that place 
would be the ſureſt method of occaſioning its failure; and that, in 
order to treat for peace at any time with a chance of ſucceſs, Mi- 

nĩſters muſt be enabled to treat with the means of war in their 
hands. 

As to the ſecond point, the extent and value of the co-operation 
already afforded by the Emperor ſince this treaty was firſt in con- 
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templation, and of that which we might till expe d from him, he 
differed widely from the honourable gentleman. The honourable 
gentleman argued ſolely on the iſſue of the laſt battle which had 
taken place in Italy ; and he attempted to prove from it, not only 
that the whole of what the Emperor had hitherto done was nothing 
worth, and that there was till leſs to be looked for from him in 
future, and not only that we ought therefore to refuſe fulfilling the 
engagements eontracted with him, but that Miniſters ought to have 
foreſeen the iſſue; and that they are therefore highly culpable in 
having contracted engagements, which, if they had been poſſeſſed of 
ſuch foreſight, they would have known at the time of contracting 
them to be wholly uſeleſs and extravagant. 

Now, in the firſt place, it was ſomewhat curious to conſider what 
was the degree of foreſight which Miniſters were arraigned for not 
having exerciſed on this occaſion. Was it that they had not fore- 
ſeen the intention of Auſtria to abandon the alliance in the courſe 
of the campaign, or to relax her efforts, to maintain her armies in a 
ſtate of inaRtivity, and to proſecute the war in appearance only, not 
in reality ? If this had been the conduct of Auſtria, he ſhould have 
underſtood what was meant by accuſing Miniſters of want of due 
precaution and prudence ; becauſe, of the intentions of an ally, it 
might be argued, it was their bounden duty to inform themſelves 
accurately before they committed the faith of this country, or ha- 
zarded its wealth upon the alliance. If the armies of our ally, 
when put in motion, had proved weak and inefficjent, incapable of 
making head againſt the enemy to whom they were oppoſed, and in 
numbers, valour, and diſcipline, miſerably below the point at which 
we had been taught to rate them ; this too might be ground of ac- 
cuſation againſt Miniſters, which he could not at leaſt underſtand ; 
for it might be argued with ſome appearance of juſtice, that the real 
ſtate of the armies of a power with whom we confederated, and 
whom we were engaging to ſubſidize, was a matter which it was 
the duty of Miniſters to aſcertain beyond doubt, and which they had 
obvious means of aſcertainings But was any failure of this ſort on 
the part of Auſtria pretended ? Was it argued or believed that Au- 
ſtria had ſhewn any want of heart or of ſtrength ? Had her armies 
forfeited their ancient reputation ? Had they fought as if they were 
either unfit for action in themſelves, or reſtrained by the timid or 
treacherous policy of their Court? Let that very battle, on the iſſue 
of which the fate of the war was ſuppoſed to have turned ;-let the 
battle of Marengo, conteſted as it was with an obſtinate bravery and 
with a variety of fortune which have few parallels in hiſtory, bear 


witneſs that Auſtria had not been wanting in exertion, and that the 
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arms of Auſtria had loſt nothing of their proweſs or of their glory 
But no; it was the iſſue of this very battle that Miniſters ought to 
have foreſeen ; they ought to have foreſeen that on one battle would 
turn the fate of the whole campaign, and that the iſſue of that battle 
would be unfortunate to our ally. If fo, they ought to have fore. 
ſeen what was not foreſeen or conjeQured with confidence two hours 
before the final event of that day, by either thoſe who loſt or 
thoſe who won the battle, by General Melas or General Bonaparte: 

what up to the very end of the engagement was ſo doubtful, that 
if a courier had, been diſpatched from the plains of Marengo two 
hours before rhe conteſt aQually ceaſed, he would have announced 


the victory as inclining decidedly in favour of the Auſtrians (and then 


to be ſure the admirable foreſight of Miniſters would have been as 
willingly commended as the want of it is now juſtly cenſured, : they 
muſt have foreſeen, not that two armies, of force ſo unequal, of 
ſpirit ſo ill-matched, as to admit of little ſtruggle for ſuperiority, 
would meet and decide without difficulty the pretenſions of two 
rival powers ; but that the victory, balanced for many hard-fought 
hours, and at one time aln«{t decided in favour -of the Auſtrians, 
would by a ſudden manoeuvre be brought over to the fide of the 
enemy ; that at eight o'clock a body of 250 French horſe would 
break in upon the triumphant and purſuing Auſtrians, throw them 
into confuſion, and turn the fate of the day. All this Miniſters 
muſt have foreſeen, to be enabled to act upon their foreſight ; for 
if their ſagacity had failed them an inſtant before the concluſion of 
the battle of Marengo, all the reſt would have gone only to miſlead 
them. And for not foreſeeing all this, they are to be condemned 
as men utterly incapable of conduQiing the affairs of the country; 
as having laviſhed its treaſure, and pledged its good faith, and ha- 
zarded its ſafety, on raſh and idle ſpeculation ! So little (Mr. 
Canning ſaid) could he agree in the juſtice of theſe imputations 
on this ground, that he was ready to contend, on the contrary, that 
even if they had been poſſeſſed of this extraordinary and preternatu- 


ral power which they were ſo much blamed for wanting; if they 


could have known that the courſe of the campaign would lead to a 
ſituation in which the hopes and fortunes of the whole would be 
ſtaked on the iſſue of one battle between the Auſtrian army 1n 
Italy, and a French army with Bonaparte at its head ; if they 
could have foreſeen, not indeed that the battle would be abſolutely 
loſt by the Auſtrians, but that it would be fearfully conteſted, and 
that the victory would be to be decided by one of the moſt anxious 
and doubtful ſtruggles that ever took place; he ſhould ſay, that with 
all this fore-knowledge, Miniſters would have done wrong not to 
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have puſhed things to ſuch a trial ; that they would have done well 
to purchaſe at the price of the whole of the ſubſidy now to be voted 
ſuch a chance for the ſafety of Europe: for, ſee what was the alter- 
native! If the victory did not remain with Auſtria, there was un- 
doubtedly much to regret, and much to repair ; there was difficulty 
and danger to be ſtruggled with by the Emperor, perhaps now, and 
great exertions to be made on the part of Great Britain. But put 
the other caſe, and ſuppoſe Bonaparte defeated in this one battle ; 
and who was there that doubted that there would have been an end 
of him and his power? To our ally, the event, ſuch as it had 
turned out, was failure and mortification and embarraſſment ; to 
the enemy it would have been utter deftruQicn ; and it would in 
that caſe have brought about the concluſion of the war, in the way 
which would moſt effeQually have ſecured the reſtriction of the 
power of France, and the independence and tranquillity of the reſt 
of the world. So far, therefore, from thinking Miniſters blame- 
able for not having foreſeen and avoided the hazard of the battle 
of Marengo, he was ready to contend, that if they could have fore- 
ſeen and contrived ſuch a trial of the fates and fortunes of the op- 
poſing armies with ſuch an alternative before them, the event, even 
as it now appeared, would have juſtified them in having done ſo. 
As little could he agree with the honourable gentleman in the opi- 
nion, that, whether Auſtria were worth having or no at the beginning 
of the campaign, ſhe was not worth having now; and that, after hav- 
ing made theſe engagements with her, we were at liberty to retract 
them. It” was ſaid, that the ſum propoſed would be of no efficient 
uſe to the Emperor, whoſe armics were deſtroyed, his dominions 
drained of men and money, and his whole power utterly exhauſted 
and broken down. It was ſuggeſted, that we had not ſigned the 
treaty, and that there was therefore yet time for refuſing to fulfil it. 
It was even hinted, that the Emperor could not honeſtly aſk for the 
fulfilment of engagements contracted with him under other expect- 
ations' than thoſe of complete failure and diſappointment ; and 
that when he applied for money under ſuch circumſtances, the ap- 
plication deſerved to be rejected in terms of indignity and reproach. 
Mr. Canning ſaid, he could not help obſerving that there appeared 
to him ſomething ungenerous and illiberal in this way of ſeeing the 
ſubject, He was not prepared to turn round to an ally the mo- 
ment that ally became unſucceſsful, and to addreſs him in the lam 
guage ſuggeſted by the honourable gentleman's obſervations : ** Go; j 
e have nothing now to ſay to you; your claim upon us is at an 


end : we made alliance with your ſtrength, and you have brought 


us failure; we bargained with ou hopes, and you have given us 
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difappointment ; our engagements were with your good fortune; 
we abjure all fellowſhip with your diftreſs !” Such, Mr. Can. 
ning ſaid, was not the language which he could uſe, nor the ſenti. 
ments which he could bring himſelf to entertain, reſpecting an ally, 
who, with whatever ſucceſs, had certainly fought manfully by our 
_— 

Indeed, he could not but feel ſome ſurpriſe at the manner in 
which gentlemen ſeemed, to think it becoming to treat the Empe- 
ror on the preſent occaſion. It was not new, indeed, to find in any 
men, it was the common feeling of our nature, a blind admiration 
of ſucceſs ; and he had therefore heard without much aſtoniſhment 


the expreſſions of admiration which not on that day he believed ſo 


much as on a former day, when he happened not to be preſent at 
the debate! gentlemen had beſtowed upon the Chief Conſul and his 
victory. But he had hoped that, whatever might be the undiſtin- 
guiſhing and incurable inſenſibility by which vulgar minds are har- 
dened to the perception of real merit, if unaccompanied by ſucceſs ; 
he had hoped that, with liberal and intelligent minds, though the 
firſt impreſſion might be, as it had been, that of aſtoniſhment and 
admiration at the fortune of the victor, the ſecond, and not the leſs 
powerful nor leſs permanent feeling would have been that of com- 
paſſion and juſt praiſe to the courage, the conſtancy and the mag- 
nanimity of the vanquiſhed. He had thought that, even if we had 
been unconcerned ſpectators of the great conteſt which had been 
carrying on in Italy ; if we had merely read in hiſtory of ſuch events 
as had taken place there, and ſuch a reſult as they had led to; we 
ſhould naturally have ſympathized with misfortune ſo bravely 
ſtruggled againſt, and ſo-manfully borne. And if ſuch would have 
been the natural feeling in an indifferent cafe, he had imagined 
{but in this he found himſelf cruelly miſtaken) that even the crime 
of being our ally, even the diſqualification of an united intereſt 
and a common cauſe, would not have been ſufhcient wholly to de- 
pri ve Auſtria of a title to our reſpect and compaſſion. He had 
imagined that, after being hurried by the firſt impulſe of their aſto- 
niſhment to mix in the mob that ſhouted at the heels of Bonaparte, 
gentlemen would, as ſoon as they recovered their refleQion, have 
been eager to do juſtice to the Emperor, by acknowledging the for- 


titude with which he bore his reverſes, and by doing all that in them 


lay to enable him to repair them. 

But no : the Emperor was to look for no ſuch comfort, no ſuch 
dredit here: inftead of being ſoothed and conſoled under his misfor- 
tunes, he was to be taught with reproaches that he did not yet ratc 
them ſufficiently high, that he was not aware of their full extent 
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and malignity ; inſtead of being encouraged to retrieve his loſſes, 
and receiving the promiſe of a cordial aſſiſtance, he was bidden to 
deſpond and deſpair, to conſider his fortunes as utterly hopeleſs and 
irretrievable; and was even taunted as an impoſtor and a ſu indler 
for propoling to us to aſſiſt him in the attempt to retrieve them. 

No doubt the honourable gentlemen muſt know the ſtate of the 
Emperor's affairs much better than he did himſelf. He could not 
help feeling, however, that the Emperor's own word went for 
ſomething in this matter. The honourable gentle,nan put him in 
mind of a ſcene in a French comedy, (he believed one of Moliere's,) 
where a man is made to believe that his neighbour is dead; and 
an attempt, not quite ſo ſucceſsful, is afterwards made to perſuade 
the reputed dead man himſelf that he really is ſo. Preſently after, 
the two neighbours meet in the ſtreet, and the ſuppoſed corpſe 
not only avers himſelf to be alive, but actually propoſes to borrow 
money of his friend ; the friend is naturally enough in great indig- 
nation at ſuch effrontery — You borrow money, indeed! a pretty 
ſtory, truly ! lend my money to you ! why you know you are dead ; 
you died yeſterday ; I have it from the beſt authority! Poor dear 
Anſelm! I am truly ſorry for him; bur dead you are ſure enough, 
and you get no money of me by pretending to be alive, I promiſe 
vou. Such was really very nearly the ſabſtance of the dialogue 
which the honourable gentlemen were for holding with Auſtria. 
But he for his part thought the word of the living man a pretty 
good anſwer to thoſe who would have believed him dead—and upon 
nearly the ſame principles he was inclined to admit the evidence of 
Auſtria in her own behalt, as proof that ſhe was not ſo utterly undone 
as the honourable gentlemen would fain have the Houſe believe, 
and would, if they could, perſuade Auſtria herſelf to acknowledge. 

The teſtimony of Auſtria, however, the honourable gentleman 
contended to be rather ſuſpicious on this point ; becauſe, ſaid the 
honourable gentleman, the Emperor has an intereſt in deceiving 
us; he wants to finger our money. This, no doubt, was a ſaga- 
cious diſcovery ; but ſurely in this inſtance the ſagacity was a little 
overſtrained.. The money, as the treaty explained, was to be paid 
by inſtalments, the firſt of which only was now to be made good; 
and if, after receiving the firſt, the Emperor ſhould fail in the exe- 
cuticn of his ſtipulations, no further payment would be made. 
Where then was the riſk to this country? or what object could 
Auſtria have but that which was fairly put forward? If the firſt 
payment was now made, would it not be made for work done? 
If General Melas had drawn the draft for it in the plains of Ma- 
Tengo, would the honourable gentleman have refuſed to pay it, on 
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the plea that we had not had any valuable conſideration for our 


money ? or, when he conſidered the exettions of Auſtria, from tho 


moment at which this treaty was firſt propoſed, to that in which he 
now wiſhed us to heſitate about completing it, would he not feel 


himſelf compelled to acknowledge that the payment, ſo far as was 


now to be demanded, was fairly earned? Beſides, the honourable 
gentleman had faid in another part of his ſpeech, where it ſuited 


his arguments, and had ſaid moſt truly, that the whole of the ſum 
to be furniſhed by us by way of ſubſidy was inconſiderable, com. 
pared with the general ſcale of the Emperor's war expenditure. — 


See therefore what it was that the honourable gentleman imputed 


to the Emperor ; what extravagant and incredible folly, as well as 
wickedneſs, when he repreſented him as purchaſing our ſubſidy at 


an expenee which muſt ſwallow up, not the amount of it only, but 


the whole of the revenues of his own dominions into the bargain; 

as exhauſting the blood of his ſubjects, and expoſing his very capital 
to imminent danger; merely —for what? that he might cheat Great 
Britain of a ſum of money ! Was there ſenſe or probability in this 
policy? Was it poſſible that any government or any individual 
would play ſuch a game for ſuch a. prize —would hazard their 
whole fortune, nay their very exiſtence, in order to have, not the 
poſſeſſion, but the diſpoſal of a few hundred thouſand pounds, to be 
ſwindled from a friend ? And even if ſuch were the unaecountable 
madneſs of our ally, did not the paying by inſtalments give us a 

ſufficient power to diſappoint ſo abſurd a deſign the moment that it 


ſhewed itſelf ? 


The remaining objection of the honourable gentleman was one 
that applied more largely, not to this ſubſidy only, but to every 
meaſure that went in any degree to ſtrengthen the hands of the pre- 
ſent Miniſters, either for the proſecution of the war, or for the nego- 
tiation of peace. The honourable gentleman gave it as his decided 
opinion that the preſent Miniſters had utterly diſqualified themſelves 
for conducting the war to an honourable termination, and even for 
treating for peace with a Government, at the head of which is a 
man whom, as the phraſe is, they had abuſed ſo groſsly : Bona- 
parte could never be expected to liſten with patience to the propoſals 


which ſuch men might offer to him, or to offer them any terms 


but ſuch as it would be diſgraceful and diſaſtrous for the country to 
accept. Mr. Canning ſaid, that as he was himſelf no panegyriſt of 
Bonaparte, he was not intereſted in refuting this calumny upon his 
eharacter, which his admirers were unaccountably (as he thought) ſo 
forward in throwing upon it. He was not the perſon to proclaim 


Bonaparte as a hero, excelling in eve) great quality of the mind all 
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thoſe who have gone before him in ancient or modern times; but 
if he had been ſuch an enthuſiaſt in his admiration. of Bonaparte, he 
ſhould have felt it rather awkward to mix with theſe praiſes an im- 
putation of ſuch meanneſs, ſuch littleneſs of feeling, of ſuch a poor, 

creeping, puſillanimous ſpirit, as was implied by ſaying, ** this great 
man, with all his magnanimity, has one trifling peculiarity : he 
cannot bear to be ſpoken of with diſreſpe& ; he never treats with 
any Government who have talked lightly of his character and con- 
duct; it is a rule with him not to do fo ; rather than conclude a 
peace with ſuch men, he will continue the ravages of war, the diſ- 
treſs of his own country, the interruption of the happineſs of private 
families, all of which he has himſelf told us he naturally wiſhes to 
avoid more than any other man alive ; but he will continue them 
for ever rather than negotiate with men who have ſpoken ill of 
him!“ How far this might be the character and feeling of this 
extraordinary man, thoſe who moſt admired him were beſt qualificd 


to tell. 


For my own part (faid Mr. Canning), having taken ſome ſhare 
in former debates, in which that which is called abuſe of Bonaparte 
was neceſſarily introduced, I am not ſorry to have an opportunity 
of ſaying a very few words upon this ſubje&, eſpecially as I under- 
ſtand that, beſide what has fallen from the honourable gentleman 
to-night, much more has lately been ſaid in this place (which I had 
not the good fortune to hear) of the unmanlineſs of the attacks 
which were made on the character of the Firſt Conſul at the period 
when his overtures for negotiation were declined by this Govern- 
ment, and of the ſhame which thoſe who had any part in this lan- 
guage are now ſuppoſed to take to themſelves, and the anxiety 
which it is apprehended they muſt feel to retract and diſavow all 
that they then ſo raſhly and illiberally uttered. Now, Sir, as L 
feel no ſort of ſhame, and entertain not the ſmalleſt diſpoſition to 
retract any thing that was then faid, I wiſh to explain the prin- 
ciples upon which I ſpoke, and upon which I now maintain what- 
ever I did then ſay, I do not know whether the honourable gen- 
tleman will quite underſtand me, becauſe I do not know that we 
ſet out to argue this matter from the ſame principle ; and if not, 
there is no hope of our coming to any underſianding. My prin- 
ciple, Sir, is ſimply this: There is but one thing, which I never 
with to forbear ſpeaking when called upon, and which, having 
ſpoken, I can at no time feel aſhamed of, nor conſent to diſavow, 
retract, or quality ; and that is the truth. If what was ſaid of 
Bonaparte was untrue, that is an accuſation of which I know the 
meaning, and which, if need be, I am prepared to * But if 
Vol. XII. 3 H 
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furniſh for changing my opinion. 
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was true, 1 confeſs f am at a lots to conceive where the ſhame 


lies, or where the neceſſity for contradiQing it. If indeed the na- 
ture and effence of truth were capable of being altered by ſubſequent 
events, there might be ſome call for caution in uttering it, and 
there might be ſome room for qualification afterwards. But if this 
be not the cafe, I really do not comprehend what is meant by 
deſiring us, who ſaid what we thought of Bonaparte's paſt actions 
at the time when we were called upon to examine them, and who 
ſtill think preciſely what we ſaid of them, to take any ſhame to our- 
ſelves for our language. I at leaſt till think as I then thought; 
and I do not ſee what ground the events of the laſt campaign can 
If, for inſtance, in Bonaparte's 
invaſion of Egypt (for that was one of the points more particularly 
brought forward in theſe diſcuſſions), there was treachery and fraud; 
if, in his conduct towards its inhabitants, there was unprovoked 
cruelty ; if, in his aſſumption of the turban, there was impious hy- 
pocriſy; I called theſe qualities by their name: I call them ſo ſtill ; 
and I fay that this hypocriſy, this cruelty, and this fraud, have left 
indelible ſtains upon his character, which all the laurels of Marengo 
cannot cover, nor all its blood waſh away. I know, Sir, there is 
a cautious, cowardly, baſtard morality, which aſſumes the garb and 
tone of wiſdom, and which preſcribes to you to live with an enemy 
as if he were one day to become your friend] diſtruſt this doc- 
trine for one reaſon, becauſe I fear the ſame mind which could pride 
itſelf on adopting it, would be capable of entertaining the dodrine 
which is the converſe of it, and would preſcribe living with a friend 
as if he were one day to become an enemy. If this be wiſdom, I 
do not boaſt it; I can only ſay, Heaven grant me a hoſt of ſuch 
enemies, rather than one ſuch friend! 

« So much, Sir, as to the moral queſtion upon this point. But 
then, as to the praQical reſult, what is it that gentlemen are afraid 
of ? Do they ſeriouſly apprehend, that with ſuch declared opinions 
of Bonaparte's perſonal character, Miniſters can never treat with 
him ? Nothing ſurely can be more vifionary than ſuch an appre- 
henfion. If the nation with whom we are at war, thinking (I 
ſuppoſe) for reaſons of its own, more favourably of his character, 
or for whatever other reaſon, chuſe to make this man the depoſitary 
of the power of the State, and the organ of its intercourſe with fo- 
reign powers, Miniſters may lament—they may be furpriſed at 
fuch a choice ; but where did gemlemen learn, that between theſe 
Miniſters, and a Government whoſe character and principles they 
difapproved, there could be no treaty ? Not from the experience of 


the praſent war; for in the time of the good old Directory, what. 
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floods of abuſe were poured upon our Miniftth from the reading-- 
deſks of the Aﬀſemblies ! and yet I never heard this urged as an 
impediment to treaty, eĩther on the part of France or of this country. 
Not from the hiſtory of former wars; for in the wars againſt 
Louis XIV. the addreſſes carried up from this and the other Houſe 
of Parliament, nay the ſacred lips which ſpoke from the throne of 
this kingdom, breathed ſtronger inveRtives againſt that Monarch than 
are to be found in any of the ſtate papers ſo much complained of for 
the harſhneſs of their language towards Bonaparte; and yet I never 
heard that theſe juſt invectives were confidered as throwing any ob- 
ſtacle in the way of negotiation ; or that, when the time of negoti- 
ation came, the eoneluſion of peace was in fact retarded by them. 
But perhaps there may be ſome diſtinction to be taken; perhaps 
the dignity of a lawful Sovercign will bear without wincing rougher 
language than that with which it is decent or delicate to tickle the 
ears of an uſurper. 

But neither, Sir, was the attack upon the character of Bonaparte 
a wanton and unprovoked attack, as the honourable gentleman 
would repreſent it. When Bonaparte challenged us to acknowledge 
and act upon the ſtability of his Government before it was three 
days old, we doubted, as well we might, the ſtability of ſuch 4 
Government, and thought all probabilitics againſt it. To clear up 
our doubts, he referred us to his perſonal character, as the pledge 
both for the permanency of his power, and for the uſe which he 
would make of it. What were we to do? to acquieſce, without 
examination, in what we heartily and in our conſciences diſbe- 
lieved ? or to examine the value of the pledge which was offered 
us, and to giye our reaſons for not being willing to accept it ? 
We preferred the latter alternative, as in fairneſs and in common 
ſenſe we were competled to do. What ground then had we to 
eſtimate Bonaparte's p-rſonal character, but his paſt actions? 
Theſe, therefore, we were obliged to ſcrutinize ; in ſcrutinizing 
them we were ſtruck with their deformity 3; and that deformity we 
were obliged to expoſe to the world as a juſtification of our own 
conduct. 


If the event has contradicted the expectations which it was na- 


tural to form under the circumſtances of the time; if the extraor- 


dinary, and certainly unlooked · for ſueceſſes of the campaign have 
given ſtability to Bonaparte's power (for the preſent, at leaſt—what- 
ever may and muſt, in all human probability, be the ultimate fate 
of a power fo acquired, and reſting on ſuch foundations); if the 
battle of Marengo, though it did not overthrow Auſtria, has ſubju- 


gated France ; undoubtedly this change of cixcumſtances may au- 
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tnorize and warrant change of policy ; ; and ſuppoſing the time 
to arrive when negotiation may be in other reſpects proper, un- 
doubtedly (ſpeaking my own individual opinion) I ſhould ſay that 
the queſtion of Bonaparte's power would not now ſtand, as it before 
did moſt neceſſarily ſtand, in the way of negotiation. 

It is indeed not ſurpriſing that ſome gentlemen ſhould wiſh to 
inculcate the apprehenſion, that an inſurmountable obſtacle to peace 
_ exiſts in the perſonal reſentment and perſonal antipathy between Bo- 
naparte and the preſent Miniſters of this country ; as the obvious 
cure for ſuch an incompetency on the part of Miniſters here would 
be to remove them. And I have been told that the proper ſteps 
have already been taken in this Houſe to advertiſe for the ſucceſſion 

to them. The uſual and approved method on theſe occaſions is, I 
believe, for a gentleman to contend with all his might for the ne- 
eeſſity of a change; and, while he argues that fitter men muſt be 
found to replace the preſent Miniſters, to diſclaim for himſelf any 
pretenſion or wiſh to be ſeleed for that purpoſe, Hereupon the 
Houſe is expected to expreſs, by ſome token of acquieſcence, its ap- 

; probation of the change, and its difſent from the ſelf-diſqualification 
of the propoſer. And upon this hint he ſpeaks ;” but this hint, 

I am told, the Houſe unluckily did not give on the occafion to 
which I allude. The change was propoſed ; the expediency of 
ſpeedy new appointments ſuggeſted ; the ſelf-diſqualification 
ſtated : but, all this while, the Houſe did not appear to be at all 
moved; and ſo the thing fell flat; and, for the preſent at leaſt, no 
change of Miniſters feems to be required. 

The one plain queſtion now before the Houſe is, whether or no 
they will enable thoſe Miniſters, while they have the condu of 
affairs, to conduct them in ſuch a manner as may make either war 
vigorous, or peace attainable ? or whether, by the refufal to ſanion 
the engage ments which they have entered into with our ally, who 
has certainly fought the battle manfully during this campaign, and 
who declares himſelf {till ready to perſeverc in our alliance, Miniſ- 
ters are to be diſabled from either continuing the war with effect, or 
negotiating with credit or advantage ? It is for this Houſe to con- 
ſider, whether the intereſts of the country will be beſt promoted, its 
character beſt maintained, and an honourable peace ultimately beſt 
ſecured, by breaking our engagements, by flackening our exertions ; 
by giving proofs of bad faith, cowardice, and puſillanimity; by 

turning our back upon our ally, and reſigning ourſelves to a blind 
and ſtupid admiration of the proweſs and fortunes of our enemy; 
or by tulfiiling our engagements in the ſame ſpirit in which they 
were contracled; by furniſhing the means of carrying on the war 
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with vigour, in order that we may meet the hour of negotiation 
with dignity and confidence in ourſelves; and by determining that, 
in whatever event, we will have nothing to lay to our own charge; 
that we will ſecure under all circumſtances the conſolation that we 
have not been wanting to ourſelves or to others ; and that, while we 
have provided moſt effectually for our own ſafety and honour, we 
have at the ſame time done all in our power to afford to the other 
States of Europe the means of maintaining their ſecurity and inde- 

dence *? | | 

One word, and only one word more, upon a part of the honour- 
able gentleman's ſpeech, which I had nearly overlooked : The ho- 
nourable gentleman tells us that Great Britain is become, by the 
folly of her preſent Miniſters, the dupe of moſt of the powers on the 
Continent, and the laughing-ſtock of them all. I would anſwer 
this from another part of the honourable gentleman's ſpeech, in 
which he alſo tells us (and it was ſome comfort to hear it), that ſuch: 
is the envy which the ſituation of this country has excited through- 
out Europe, that we are in imminent danger from a confederacy, 
formed for the expreſs purpoſe of reducing our exorbitant power and 
greatneſs. Now, Sir, how both theſe things can be true, I am at 
a loſs to conceive. Contempt and envy do not uſually exiſt toge= 
ther with reſpect to the ſame object. But if they be both true, and 
if the effect of the miſgovernment of . Miniſters has been only to 
increaſe the power and proſperity of the country; if, through their 
blunders, we have been duped into wealth, and deceived into aggran- 
dizement ; if we have been deluded and mifled into a degree of 
preatneſs and power which excites the jealouſy of our deluders ; 
happy is that country whoſe miſconduR turns out ſo fortunately for 
itſelf ; and long may ſuch miſconduR, if ſuch be its conſequences, 
continue. — Velim, mehercule, cum iſtis errare, quam cum aliis recte 
ſentire ! 

Mr. NICHOLS faid, the ſcarcity of money liable to be created 
by ſending two millions of ſpecie out of the country might be a ſe- 
rious inconvenience, particularly at this time, when, if the importa- 


tion of corn was as great as it had been, and perhaps ought to be 


now, the money wanted for that purpoſe would be no leſs than fix 
millions. The country had been brought into very deſperate cir- 
cumfſtances, from which he heartily wiſhed to ſee it reſcued ; and 
ſhould it be reſeued, he would call it a fortunate and highly-favoured 


country indeed! Peace was all that was wanted; and if attained, he 


did think the affairs of the country might be gradually retrieved. 
deeing things in this light, he could not but approve of the ſub- 


ſidy z and he would mention a few of his reaſons for ſo doing, He 
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conſidered the ſubſidy as voted to. the Emperor to retain him as our 
ally i in a negotiation which muſt ſpeedily take place, fince the ob. 

of the war, in the opinion of every ſenſible man, were now ter. 
minated. Whatever it was here called, whether by the name of 
the abolition of jacobiniſm, or the re-eſtabliſhment of the Bourbons, 
every ſuch idea was now abandoned. On the part of France every 
thing wiſhed for was obtained. The hereditary nobility were de. 
ſtroyed or baniſhed. The French had the government they wiſhed, 
and peace was now their only defire. He voted therefore for the 
ſubſidy, ſeeing this juncture of affairs tending entirely to peace. It 
was true the Miniſter had ſaid nothing of negotiation, and this he 


thought wiſe. This was a diſpoſition which ought to be concealed, 


The Miniſter, he thought, had ſenſe to ſee that nothing but peace 
would ſave the country, and integrity enough to ſeek it. Delay, 


however, in the attainment of this deſirable object, ſhould be 


avoided. The honourable member did not ſee why the Miniſter 


could not make peace; no objection on the part of France to treat 


with him had been evinced. Even all His Majeſty's Minifters 
were, he thought, deſirous of peace, except thoſe who were the 
diſciples of Burke. Bellum internecinum was their cry, till the 
reſtoratĩon of the antient regime and nobleſſe of France. This, he 
was aſſured, was not the object of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
He had the penetration to ſce, that nothing but peace would fave 
the eountry ; and on this occafion, therefore, he ought to be ſup- 
ported. Bonaparte, alſo a man poſſeſſed of a great and penetrating 
mind, could fee that France, poſſeſſed of every object for which 
ſhe fought, at length ſighed for peace : he. was therefore ready to 
meet the firſt offers of this country to that effect. So elear was the 
duty of Miniſters, that if after the enſuing receſs they did not meet 
Parliament with peace, they would be open to the juſteſt cenſure, 
The country required it; and without it, he did not think our in- 
Kitutions, either in Church or State, however good and venerable, 
could long ſubſiſt. The diſtreſs of the country was very great, 
though little thought of by thoſe who lived in the metropolis. If 
an advantageous peace was to be made, it muſt be in conjunction 
with Auſtria ; he ſhould therefore vote for the ſubſidy. 

The queſtion was then called for, when the following reſolutions 
were read : 

«© Reſolved; That a further ſum, not exceeding Co 500,000). be 


granted to His Majeſty, to fulfil the engagements which His Ma- 


jeſty has entered into with the Emperor of Germany. 
« Reſvlved, That a ſum, not exceeding 545, 494l. be granted 


w His Majeſty, to enable His Majeſty to make good ſuch ſums ® | 
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have or will become due in the courſe of the preſent year, in bene 
quence of engagements with the Emperor of Ruſſia. 

« Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding 6971. 78. be * to 
His Majeſty, to make good the like ſum which has been iſſued to 
William Chinnery, Eſq. at the receipt of the exchequer, out of 
His Majeſty's civil-liſt revenues, to be by him paid over to Mrs. 
Matthews for copper coin, provided by her for the uſe of the ſettle- 
ment of New South Wales, and which has not been made good 
by Parliament. 

« Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding 7971. 118. 6d. be 
granted to His Majeſty, to make good the like ſum which has been 
iſſued to Meſſrs. Colquhoun and Harriot, at the receipt of the ex- 
chequer, out of IIis Majeſty's civil-liſt revenues, for defraying the 
expences of a police-office at Wapping, and which has not been 
made good by Parliament. 

“ Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding 6801. 18s. be granted 
to His Majeſty, to make good the like ſum which has been ifſued 
to George Brown, Eſq. at the receipt of the exchequer, out of His 
Majeſty's civil-liſt revenues, for ſurveying roads in North Britain, 
and which has not been made good by -Parliament. | 

« Reſolved, That a ſum, not excceding 8271. 12s. be granted 
to His Majeſty, to make good the like ſum which has been iflued to 
Bernard Cobbe, Eſq. at the receipt of the exchequer, out of His 
Majeſty's civil-liſt revenues, for an additional allowance to clerks 
in the office for auditing the public accounts, and which has not 
been made good by Parliament. 

« Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding 1751. 15s. 039. be 
pranted to His Majeſty; to make good the like ſum which has been 
iflued to William Chinnery, Eſq. at the receipt of the exchequer, 
out of His Majeſty's civil. liſt revenues, on account of expences of 
the ſettlement of New South Wales, and to diſcharge bills for 
ſtationary for public ſervice at Norfolk Iſland and New South 
Wales, and which has not been made good by Parliament. 

6 Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding 37 ol. gs. 6d. be granted 
to His Majeſty, to make good the like ſum which has been iffued, at 
the receipt af the exchequer, out of His Majeſty's civil. liſt reve ; 
nues, to the clerks of the Houſe of Commons for attendance on 


public committees, and which has not been made good by Par- 
liament, 


* Reſalved, That a ſum, not exceeding 25501. be granted to 
His Majeſty,” to be iflued to the executors of the late Sir William 
Chambers, to enable them to diſcharge ſundry bills remaining due 


do different workmen for wark done at Somerſet Place, 
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„% Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding 20,0001. be granted to 
His Majeſty, to be employed in repairing, maintaining and ſup- 
porting the Britiſh forts and ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa. 

* KReſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding 40001. be graritcd to 
His Majeſty for defraying the charge of the civil eſtabliſhment at 
Sierra Leone, for one year, to the 31K day of December 1800. 


fur) 
c Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding 10431. 18s, 6d. be 
granted to His Majeſty, to make good the fees paid on. the receipt - 
of 41,4001. voted in the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, as com. J 
penſation to ſeveral perſons for their loſſes in conſequence of the n 
deſtruction of certain ſhips and their cargoes from Mogador. my 
. Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding 30,0001. be granted to . 
His Majeſty, to diſcharge bills drawn from New South Wales, and 
which will become due in the courſe of the year 1800. * 
4 Reſol ved, That a ſum, not exceeding 50,0001, be granted to 
His Majeſty towards liquidating the demands of the St. Domingo i bf 
claimants. | EY 
% Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding 1o000l. be granted to _ 
His Majeſty, to diſcharge the demands outſtanding for balances of _ 
accounts for ſurveys, &c. made by direction of the late commiſ- _ 
ſioners for inquiring into the ſtate of the woods and foreſts. M, 
 « Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding 10241. 4s. 3d. be of gu 
granted. to His Majeſty, to defray the expence of printing the Ty 
Journals of the Houſe of Lords. IQ 
« Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding 30001. be granted to N. 
His Majeſty towards enabling the truſtees of the Britiſh Muſeum 8 
to carry on the execution of the truſts repoſed in them by Par- "A 
liament. FED. Majef 
« Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding 3oool. be granted to report 
His Majeſty, for the Board of Agriculture, for the ſervice of the Say 
year 1800. | the H. 
« Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding 50001. be granted to «] 
His Majeſty, to be advanced to the governor and company of the Ka, 
merchants of England trading into the Levant Seas, to be applied A . 
in atliſting the ſaid company in carrying on their trade. Parliar 
% Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding 1500]. be granted to « | 
His Majeſty, te be applied in ſupport of an inſtitution called The Majeſ 
Veterinary College, for the year 1800. 19 


of Parl 


4 Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding loool. be granted to 
His Majeſty, to be paid to Mr. John Davis, upon his making 2 
proper diſcovery, for the uſe of the public, of his method of clean- 
ing and purifying wheat damaged by ſmut, and rendering it fit for 
the food of man.” 
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be On the reading of the reſolution reſpecting Somerſet Place, 

Pt Mr. MARTIN obſerved, that as the public money was paid for 

* keeping the terrace at Somerſet Houſe in order, the public had cer- 

| tainly a right to amuſe themſel ves by walking there; but he found 

they were excluded from it. 

ay Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, the vicinity of the public offices 

my made ſuch a precaution abſolutely neceſſary. | 
Mr. Chancellor P1TT faid, that there was another vote to, be 

bs propoſed to the Committee; but as the meſſage from His Majeſty 

ngo 


had only been brought down that day, it would not be quite regular 
1 to propoſe it then — He meant the vote of credit for 1, 400, Oool.; 


and this he would propoſe to the Committee on Monday, when he 
ſhould move for it to fit again. | 


The Houſe being reſumed, : 


b Mr. Chancellor P1TT moved, that the report of the Committee 
” of Supply be received to-morrow. —Agreed. | 


the The Houſe, on the order of the day, reſolved itſelf into a Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, ERR 
< n Mr. BRAGGE (according to order) reported from the Com- 
eu 


mittee of the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred to conſider 
Par- further of ways and means for raĩſing the ſupply granted to His 
Majeſty, the reſolutions which the Committee had directed him to 


d to report to the Houſe 3 which he read in his place, and afterwards de- 
f the livered in at the table, where the ſame were read, and agreed to by 
the Houſe, as followeth, viz. : 5 
ed to * Reſolved, That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to His Ma- 
f the jeſty, the ſum of 355, oool. be raiſed by loans or exchequer bills, 
plied to be charged on the firſt aids to be granted in the next ſeſſion of 
Parliament, SE | 
ed to {© Reſolved, That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to His 
| The Majeſty, the ſum of 3, ooo, oool. be raiſed by loans or exchequer 
h bills, to be charged on the firſt aids to be granted in the next ſeſſion 
ted to of Parliament. | | 
I ſup- * Reſolved, That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to His 
a. Majeſty, the further ſum of 3500, oool. be raiſed by loans or ex- 
ted to hequer bills, to be charged on the firſt aids to be granted in the 
ni x ext ſeſſion of Parliament.” . 
4 ki Ordered, That bills be brought in upon the faid reſolutions ; 
ec 


nd that Mr, Bragge, Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. John 
myth, Mr. Douglas, Mr. Pybus, Mr. Attopney General, Mr. 
— General, Mr. Roſe, and Mr. Long; do prepare and bring 
n tne lame, : | A LL 


Vor. XII. 31 


* 
— 
v 
k 
2 
3 
2 
. 
of * 
7 
1 
* b 
I 
5 = * 
8 
ff | 
+4. 
* 
. 
1 . 
. * 
11 
1 =. 
W * 
bd 
> 
Ko 
of 
_—_ 
_ 
CF 8 
hoy þ 
x > 
EF. 
- 
= 
„ 
11 
. 
Wo”. 
„ 
E 
* 
3 
A 
- 
* 
* 
3 
Ay 
of 
3 ” 
1 05 
"i 
P 
1 — 
= 
r 
* C 
1 
5. 
LW, * 
. *, 
2 
. Pr 
. 
8 4 
F - o 
oe: - 
- IS 
3 
. 
* 
KY 
.=XE£ 
+8 
2 
— 4 
: 
ſt 
"1 
= 
Ss 3 
x 1 7 
+ ' 
-— WY 
8 
"4 
3 
LS 
= 
x 5 
"> 3 3 
* 
. : 
1 
1 
- wg 
n 5 
9 
b  * 
4 
- I AY 
- 28 
© 2 
4 
— 
* 
. 0 
1 
988 2 
1 
* 'y = 
eo C 3 
* 
* 7 
* \ . 
WS, 
* 2 
2 
* 1 
Þ 45 
1 Ee 4 
= 
A 1 444 
_ 


. 


Vn „„ HF » : — 
. * 15 on * ** * 
ee eee 


— Sp: 


oY - * . 7 > a + * 5 
£ — 5 * * 
I * 4 I 
Rs wo » - G 
* 0 e 
— 2 Ry i 4 PLE, Se + 


- 1 4 . p ab. DB Ks E 4 
. 
# 


426 PARLIAMENTARY 


The Houſe was reſumed, and the report ordered to be received 


[Commoxs, 


Saturday, July 19. 


Mr. BRAGGE brought up the report of the reſulutions of the 

Committee of Supply, which was read: 
The reſolution by which 40001. was granted for the ſu vport of 
the eſtabliſhment of the Sierra Leone Company was objected to by 
Mr. Dent, alleging, that the Company was not now entitled to 
ſuch a grant ; that much money had hitherto been thrown away on 
it without effect; and that ſome documents ſhould be produced, 
ſhewing the claims of that Company to further . and en- 
couragement. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that he did not ſee ale the Sierra 
Leone Company was not as well entitled to that encouragement as 
any other ſociety. It was much more ſo, in his opinion, than any 
other upon the coaſt of Africa. 

Mr. DENT perſiſted in ſaying, that no proof of its utility ex- 
iſted atall ; and oppoſed the grant. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE inſiſted, that it anſwered the moſt ex- 
cellent. of all purpoſes; and among others might be ſtated its charge 
and management of 12,000 blacks in the Britiſh ſervice, from 
Nova Scotia, at its own expence ; a charge which muſt, as a bur- 
then, fall upon this country, unleſs the Company ſuſtained it : this 
entitled that Company to Parliamentary aid; and as ſuch, he ſhould 


vote for the reſolution. 


Mr. LONG faid, that the accounts of the Company were regu- 
larly preſented to the Houſe ; and that the character, motives and 
ultimate objects of them were apparent, and furniſhed ample docu- 
ments for the Houſe to judge upon. The reſolutions were read 
through, and agreed to. 

Mr. BRAGGE then brought up the report of the Committeeof 
Ways and Means. The reſolutions granting the reſpective ſums of 
three millions, three millions and a half, and three millions, to be 
raiſed. by loans to be charged on the firſt aids granted in the next 
ſeſſion of Parliament, were read and agreed to, and bills ordered. 

The bill for granting a ſupply to His Majeſty was read a ſecond 
time, and ordered to be committed for Monday. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T moved, © That an humble addreſs be 
preſented to His Majeſty, praying that he would give directions, 
that a copy of the proclamation iſſued by the governor of Surina 
on the 18th of February laſt, and of the repreſentations thereo" 
ſhould be laid before the Houſe, — Ordered. 
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"Ks, 
_ HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday's Fuly Zl. 
| the Their Lordſhips proceeded to the order of the day on which 


they were ſummoned, being for the ſecond reading of the Flour and 
It of Bread Company Bill. 


to by The Earl of LIVERPOOL roſe, and, after adverting to the 
ed to ſituation in which the public office wl.ich he had the honour to hold 
Ly On had placed him with reſpect to the bill, obſerved, that one of the 
ured, chief views in which the meaſure in queſtion ſhould be conſidered, 
d en- was in regard to the very important one of the ſuſtenance of the 


E lower orders of the people. On this head, his Lordſhip entered 
NietTal into a variety of calculations and details. With regard to the ſupply 


ent as drawn from foreign countries, he ſtated, that there was imported, 
n any within a given period, into this country, an aggregate of 893,302 
quarters of wheat, which vaſt quantity of corn was equal in value 
ex- to a ſum exceeding five millions ſterling ; and, extraordinary as it 
might appear, he could aſſure the Houſe, that in the courſe of one 
ſt ex- year, there was paid for this neceſſary article of the ſuſtenance of the 
charge people of the country, the ſum of 5, 666, oool. A drain of this 
from magnitude few countries in the world were able to bear; this was 
4 bur- principally in ſpecie ; and he was ſorry to ſay it was to ſuch an 
5 . amount as greatly leſſened that balance of commerce which operated 
ou 


for years paſt ſo decidedly in favour of Great Britain; and not only 
that, but this circumſtance was the principal cauſe of the courſe of 
exchange being of late ſo much againſt this country. If their Lord- 


es and ſhips had peruſed the accounts upon the table, they were aware that - 
—_ the import of corn into this country had progreſſively increaſed for 
e 


ſome years; on which view alone, it was important that every 
practicable meaſure ſhould be tried to eaſe the country. The in- 
tereſts of the poor were more peculiarly at ſtake in the preſent queſ- 
tion. The quartern loaf, he lamented to ſay, was now at the enor- 
mous price of 18. 65d. ; the year 1795 was that in which the 
loaf was higher than at any former period ; then it was 1s. 3d. and 
at that it remained but a ſhort time. On this head he could aſſure 
the Houſe, that had no meaſures been taken to avert the evil laſt 
winter, the buſineſs of the country could not have gone on; the 
poor literally could not have ſubſiſted: this was obviouſly a ſubject 


which ſhould be of “ perpetual conſideration.” Every meaſure 
ſhould be reſorted to, and thoſe, from the nature of the caſe, muſt 


of moſt ſerious moment. Indeed he might ſay fairly, it was one 
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be on a ſmall ſcale, as bold and ſweeping meaſures could not, in 
ſuch caſes, be ſafely recurred to. This evil aroſe from a complica. 
tion of cauſes: the prominent one of which was, the increaſing 
population of the country, which outran its cultivation and agri- 
culture, notwithſtanding all the meaſures tried to remedy that de- 
fect. However, on this point, he had the conſolation to reflect, that 
Britain was not the only great country which depended upon foreign 
exports for ſupply. Italy, in the proudeſt periods of the Roman 
empire, was ſupplied with corn, firſt from Sicily, and afterwards 


from the continent of Africa; and this buſineſs vas wiſely held to 


be a matter of ſuch-moment, as to be under the excluſive ſuperin- 
tendance of one of the greateſt officers of the State. "The meaſure 
then under conſideration was framed, and carried to its preſent ſtage 
in Parliament, without the leaſt interference (as far as he knew) on 
the part of Government. Its ſupporters had two great and dire& 
objects in view by the meaſure; the firſt was, to eſtabliſh mills 
which ſhould grind corn cheaper than was done by any now 
eſtzbliſhed.; and, ſecondly, to introduce the manufacture of ſtandard 
wheaten bread, which would clearly tend to the advantage of the 
Jower claſs of the people. Among thoſe who recommended the 
meaſure, were fix Peers of the realm. His Lordſhip did not men- 
tion names, but deſcribed them to be as converſant on the ſubject 
in queſtion as any other perſons in the kingdom. The meaſure 
had the countenance and recommendation of a Peer in the ſiſter 
kingdom, and a Member of the other Houſe (Lord Sheffield), 
whoſe- information on thoſe points was well known. There were 
concerned in the project, men of the firſt commercial reſpeRability 
in the metropolis, and men whoſe moral charaQers and patriotic 
principles deſcrvedly ſtood high in the eſtimation of their country- 
men. The names of Hibbert, Boſanquet, Angerſtein, and De- 
vaynes, were ſufficient to do away every imputation of ſiniſter views 
or unfair advantage intended by the project; they were ſuch men 
as would not countenance for a moment any thing of ſuch a de- 
ſcription : indeed the plan was framed upon ſuch principles as ob- 
viouſly precluded any practices of the kind. No man was to be 
allowed a greater ſhare of property in the concern than the value of 
I 000]. nor of profit of more than 10 per cent. or 1001. a year. 
This plan, he thought, tended more than any other of the kind 
ever yet propoſed, to benefit the poor. The next object was, by 
diminiſhing the price of grinding corn, to afford the bread much 
cheaper than was done at preſent. Added to this, the advantage of 
the uſe of another kind of bread, which, for the purpoſes it was in- 
tended, would be more beneficial than that in preſent uſe, Much 
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of the defects of the exiſting ſyſtem he attributed to want of compe- 
tition ; to obviate which, no direct law, to which the paſſions, feel- 
ings and habits of commercial men could be reconciled, was appli- 
cable. The ſupporters of the meaſure were charged with wiſhing 
to create a monopoly; that was mere unfounded aſſertion. But it 
was of public notoriety, and upon record, that much monopoly ex- 
ited at preſent among the dealers in various commodities. He in- 


ſtanced that of the hop factors, who were recently the objeQs of a 


criminal proſecution. So far did this prevail, that the Legiſlature 
were obliged confiderably to lower the duty upon the importation in 
order to enſure ſupply. Much had been faid of the impolicy of in- 
terfering with affairs of commerce or trade, It was emphatically 
ſaid, they ſhould be left to their own courſe. To a great degree, he 
would admit thoſe maxims were well-founded ; they were applicable 
to all thoſe branches of traffic where the buyer and ſeller met each 
other upon an equal footing. But with reſpect to the necefſaries of 
life, the caſe was different; thoſe muſt be had, and above all others, 
bread, which the buyer muſt obtain or ſtarve. In this commodity 
the ſeller was the maſter ; and on theſe grounds it required legiſla- 
tive interference and periodical regulation much more than ordinary 
articles, particularly becauſe the intereſts of the poor were more than 
any other affected by it. His Lordſhip again entered into ſome de- 
tailed calculations, made to illuſtrate his poſitions. He firſt ad- 
yerted to the grinding of corn, and the high prices taken by the 
millers. It appeared, from the evidence given at the Bar, that the 
operations of grinding were much facilitated by the introduction of 
machinery ; ſo much ſo, that double the quantity was ground in the 
lame interval of time. But were the prices lowered in conſe- 
quence? No; it appeared not: fo far from it, that the prices had 
advanced. That fact required no comment. In other branches 
of traffic the caſe was otherwiſe. In the article of ſpinning, for 
inſtance, Sir Richard Arkwright's improvements of machinery ſo re- 
duced the prices, as to enable the Britiſh manufacturer to underſell 
all others in foreign markets; and on this principle ſeveral wiſe 
legiſlative regulations were adopted to prevent the exportation of 
theſe valuable appendages. If, then, the uſual effect in any other 
branch of traffic of the uſe of machinery were to diminiſh the prices 
of the commodity, what could be ſaid of the manufacture of flour, 


Where alone it was increaſed ? He ſhould like to hear any Lord 
converſant in matters of trade ſolve the problem; and was it fair 


or juſtifiable, he would aſk, that the whole profits of theſe improve- 


ments was to merge into the pockets of the millers, and the poor 


derive not one atom of advantage from them? He then com- 
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mented upon ſome of the details of the evidence ; and the deduQions 


from them, particularly with reſpe& to comparing the quarter of 


wheat with the ſack of flour, he contended, were fallacious. He 
then obſerved upon the immenſe profits made by the millers, parti. 
cularly fince the period of 157 4.—Mr. Charles Pratt being aſked, 
what profit would ſatisfy him upon a ſack of flour, value zl. 
ſaid, 2s. : but being aſked, how much he expected upon his 
capital? ſaid, from 15 to 18 per cent.: and it was well known, 
that the millers turned over their capital fix or ſeven times a year, 
While the Albion Mills were in exiſtence, from a calculation 
which he held in his hand, and believed to be correct, ſtating that 
fix buſhels of wheat would make in value what was equal to a ſack 
of flour, the millers made only 28. 10d. upon a ſack of flour; for 
five years after they made 38. 11d. ; for the four next years they 
made gs. a ſack; and for the laſt fix or ſeven months they had 
made the enormous ſum of 13s. Could any one then doubt that 
they leagued together to defraud the public, and to oppreſs the 
poor? In times of ſcarcity he allowed that their profits ſhuuld be 
greater; but could any one ſay, that they were entitled to the ſums 
which they at preſent exact? There could be little doubt that they 
hoarded up the grain, and fold it out as it ſuited their intereſt, —. 
It alfo was recorded, that Mr. Claude Scott, in the year 1798, 
purchaſed 40,000 ſacks without making the leaſt impreſſion upon 
the market. It was evident, then, that the projected Company, by 
the utmoſt ſtrength of their capital, could produce no ſerious effe& 
— the current prices of flour were higher then, by a due reference to 
the price of wheat, than they ſhould be ; this clearly lay with the 
miller, and was in a great degree owing to the want of competition; 
the preſent millers Rate they make from 1 5 to 18 per cent. profit; 
the Company to be formed under the bill propoſe to take no more 
than 10; the advantage therefore was numerically demonſtrable. 
He adverted to the eſtabliſhment of the Albion Mills, during the 
exiſtence of which the prices of grinding were much lower than fer 
ſome years before or fince ; and then glanced at the eſtabliſhment 
formed lately at Birmingham, upon principles nearly ſimilar with 
that of the meaſure in Queſtion. In that populous town, where there 
was no aſſize of bread, much diſtreſs prevailed on the ſcore of its 
being ill ſupplied. In his official ſituation, his Lordfhip deſcribed 
himſelf to have been ſo frequently applied to on the ſubject as to be 
almoſt torn to pieces. The inſtitution which he alluded to, and of 
which he detailed the plan to their Lordſhips, fully anſwered the 
end; the ſubſcriptions filled at once; and inſtead of being ſince, 25 
was aſſerted in another place, a loſing Company, they found them- 
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ſelves called upon to enlarge their ſubſcription, The reſult was, 
that the inhabitants of Birmingham were ſupplied with the quartern 
loaf at 20 per cent. cheaper than by the ordinary bakers ; and the 
importance of this in a place which contained 70,000 fouls, was 
too evident to be dwelt upon. "The Company propoſed by the bill, 
as he before obſerved, were limited in capital, and alſo in profits. 
The overplus, if any, was to be diſpoſable by Parliament, and the 
entire ſtate of their accounts was to be laid annually before Parlia- 
ment; ſo that the whole ſyſtem was fair, open, and candid. Added 
to this, ſuch a body of information might be of infinite ſervice in fu- 
ture regulations of the aſſize of bread, and afford Parliament good 
data to proceed upon. His Lordſhip then adverted to the various 
objections which had been ſtarted againſt the meaſure, the loudeſt 
of which, he obſerved, was, that the miller would be ruined by it. 
This he would anſwer by a ſimple queſtion : © Did the eſtabliſn- 
ment of the Albion Mills ruin any miller?“ No ſuch thing ap- 
peared in proof. One ſolitary inſtance had been attempted, the caſe 
of a Mr. Buſh, who, it was ſaid, had given up his mill ;—but it was 
to his fon— which was not likely to be done, or to be accepted, 
was the property a ruinous one. That the meaſure would tend to 
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diminiſh the profits of the millers, he admitted ; but then it would . 


be on ſuch principle as ſolely to benefit the poorer elaſſes of the 
people. The next outcry was, that the bakers would be ruined by 
it. Still this was unfounded clamour, and with even leſs ſhadow 
of foundation than the firſt, He would content himſelf with ob- 
ſerving, that in Birmingham no one baker had been ruined by a 
plan on fimilar principles. Another objection was, that it would 
tend to check the importations, This was eaſily refuted. Let the 
extent of purchaſe which the capital of the Company could afford 
be conſidered, and their Lordſhips would ſee how unlikely ſuch a 
circumſtance was to take place : 30,000 quarters would be the 
extent of their purchaſe, and 60,000 were often imported in one 
week, Mr. Scott once purchaſed 40,000 ſacks, which did not 
produce any ſenſible effect; therefore, to ſay that the Company 
could check the importations, was futile in the extreme. The heads 
of the inſtitution were men poſſeſſed of ſuch talents, information, 
and property, as that they were very unlikely to be the promoters of 
an undertaking which could produce ſuch an effect. No fear ſhould 
be entertained on that ſcore. In ſhort, ſo fully was he convinced 
of the importance and beneficial tendency of the meaſure, that he 
wiſhed to ſee a ſimilar plan eſtabliſhed in every populous town in 


the kingdom. The poor would be directly and largely benefited 


by it; and, in the preſent circumſtances of the countsy, their Lord- 
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made it neceſſary for him to ſtate the reaſons why he ſhould fecl it 


though he did not doubt the beneficence of their motives. He 


the firſt neceſſary of life for the firſt metropolis of the world. Not 
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ſhips ſhould adopt it even as an experimental meaſure. Hig 
Lordſhip then moved, © That the bill be now read a ſecond 
time.” 

The Earl of WESTMORLAND lamented that he ſhould 
have the misfortune to differ on this important ſubject with the 


noble Earl; and the reſpect which he had for his high opinion 


to be his duty to oppoſe the ſecond reading of this bill. - He was 
willing to pay every poſſible tribute to the good intentions of the 
noblemen and gentlemen who had been called the band of patriots; 
but he might be allowed to queſtion the efficacy of their projed, 


was inclined to diſſent from this bill, becauſe the promoters of the 
bill had neither proved a neccflity for the meaſure, nor offered a 
fingle argument to convince the Houſe, that if there was a neceſſity 
this would remove the evil ; becauſe it would be a bill moſt ſevere 
and cruel upon a number of individuals, againſt whom no one ad 
of improper conduct had been proved, though the bill threw out 
inſinuations againſt them; and finally, he oppoſed it becauſe it 
would, in his mind, be moſt injurious to the public. And, firſt, he 
muſt take the liberty to ſay, that when the preſent or any band of 
patriots came to that Houſe, and prayed to be inveſted with parti- 
cular privileges, by which they might go to market -upon better 
terms than-the open dealer, it was certainly incumbent upon them 
to prove that the exiſting and eſtabliſned manner of carrying on the 
buſineſs was defective or infufficient, or that there was fraud and 
abuſe among the dealers, or at leaſt that they could, if incorpo- 
rated, do the buſineſs cheaper and upon better terms than it had 
becn tranſacted before. This their Lordſhips had a right to cx- 
pect; but no allegation in the preamble of the bill had they proved; 
they had contented themſelves with mere affertions ; as if their 
Lordſhips could think it conſiſtent with the diſcretion of ſound le- 
giſlation, to take mere aſſertions at the bar as a ſufficient ground for 
an innovation of ſuch magnitude in the manufacture and ſupply of 


only had they failed to ſubſtantiate a ſingle fact, but every one of 
their aſſertions had been diſproved in the moſt direct and fatisfac- 
tory manner. It had been proved at the bar that London did enjoy 
a moſt regular and abundant ſupply—that the exiſting mills were 


able to manufacture one-fourth more than the conſumption—that 4 
: t 

ſo long ago as the year 1774, from the ſuperabundance of mills, a i, 
bounty had been granted on the exportation of flour that the mills 0 


had been greatly increaſed in capacity ſince that time—that in an 
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emergency it had been proved that 40,000 ſacks could be provided 
for government without any interruption to the regular ſupply of the 
metropolis, and without affecting the price; and that, in truth, 
from the very great number of perſons engaged in the manufacture, 
there was no trade where the competition was greater, or where the 
commodity was rendered with a Jeſs profit. If it were otherwiſe, 
there was no duubt but the enterprize and ſpirit of the traders of 
this kingdom would induce them to enter into the manufacture. 
Nothing, however, could be more manifeſt, from the evidence on 
the table, than that the competition as more perfect, and that tha 
eſtabliſhed ſyſtem for the ſupply of the metropolis was under as 
complete controul as could be deviſed. Could their Lordſhips 
then bring themſelves to adopt a projet which profeſſed to be no 
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more than an experiment, but which was to deſtroy the eſtabliſhed 


trade, to endanger the ſupply, and moſt probably to ruin many of 
the millers, particularly of the ſmall millers? Their Lordſhips 
ought alſo to recolle& that the land owners were materially affected 
by this bill. It was well known that mills were by no means 
a property that was productive to the owners. To the occupiers of 
mills, therefore, it was a moſt ſerious thing, that after having laid 
out and ſunk a very large part of their property in erecting mills, 
which made a moſt valuable ſtock of wealth to the country, they 
ſhould be deprived of all the benefit of carrying on their trade upon 
equal terms with a new company which was to be ereRted into a 
corporation, The noble Earl talked of exorbitant profits, on the 
baſis of calculations and eſtimates which had not been proved. 
Surely it would have been fair to have proved that the millers' 
profits were exorbitant. It did not appear from the evidence that 
they were ſo. But having had the opportunity of proving their 
table at the bar, when the petitioners might have croſs-queſtioned 
the witneſſes and obſerved upon the paper, it ſurely was not quite 
fair to argue upon it now againſt them. The noble Earl continued 
to ſay, that he thought the bill as likely to be pernicious to the pub- 
lie as to individuals. It had been diſtinetly Rated, that enabling 
a company to buy and lay up ſuch a ſtock of corn would diſcourage 
importatjon. The noble Earl had ſaid their capital was too limited 
for miſchief, and that 30,000 quarters of wheat was but a baga- 
telle. He did not know why they could be ſaid to be limited to 
30,000 quarters. A company with a capital of 1 50,0001. might 
deal to any extent. They were not reſtrained from ifſuing paper. 
It was in vain to ſay their paper wouid not be. current. They 
could operate on the market to any extent, and he did dread the 
evil of ſuch a monopoly. This was not all ; it was not the mere | 
Vor. XII. 3 K 
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capital of the company; but it was their capital acting in conjune- 
tion with that of all their friends. The proprietors are not re. 
ſtrained from jobbing in corn; and it is pretty certain, that if there 
are jobbers and ſpeculators now in the market, they will be anxious 
to become partners in this corporation to make uſe of it as an inſtry. 
ment, to learn their proceedings, to know the amount of their ſtores, 
to buy when they are about to buy, to ſell when they are to ſell, 
and, in ſhort, to regulate the market between them. We knoy, 
( aid the noble Earl) the liſt on the table; but I wiſh to ſee the in. 
viſible liſt that remains behind. We do not know of what deſcrip. 
tion the remaining proprietors may be. They are now many thou- 
ſands of pounds ſhort of their ſuppoſed ſubſcription. Who knows 
that the jobbers may not ſubſcribe the 50,0001. which is yet left 
unfilled up, in order to get the management into their own hands, 
and convert it into a moſt dangerous inſtrument ? Many of the 
perſons on the liſt are known to be men of character and integrity. 
Are they all ſo? Can you anſwer for the remainder? Can voy 
anſwer for its continuing in the ſame hands? Ts it not a poſſible 
caſe, that it may come even into the hands of faQious perſons, who 
may uſe it to the worſt purpoſes ? Surely it is a moſt unwiſe thing 
to erect ſo gigantic an eſtabliſhment under the eyes of the people. 
The Albion Mill was nothing in compariſon with it. Its capital 
was not nearly ſo large; but they were reſponſible to the laſt ſhil- 
ling (as all traders ought to be) for their tranſaQions, and by that 
means they were deterred from deep ſpeculations. It appears, 
however, that towards the concluſion of their working they did ſpe- 
culate, and by the evidence on the table it appears alſo that they 
were not averſe to combinations. I conſider this as a very ſtrong 
argument againſt the preſent meaſure. All theſe enormous eſta- 
bliſhments run into abuſe; they ſet off plauſibly ; they affect to be 
for the public good. They underſell the fair trader to ruin him, 
that they may get the whole into their own hands. My Lords, | 
diſtruſt thoſe innovations, however plauſible their pretexts. The 
moſt miſchievous and the moſt fatal meaſures are thoſe which ſet 
out under ſhowy and patriotic pretexts, but which unveil them- 
ſelves as ſoon as they have obtained an eſtabliſhment. This band 
of patriots may ſoon diſappear. They may be joined and even out- 
manceuvred by others. The eſtabliſhment may excite popular 
odium. It may even again be reduced to aſhes by the calamity af 
fire, and that after it has ſucceeded in demoliſhing the many mil- 
f lers by whom London now derives its ſupply, from a thouſand 
channels unſeen, and by thouſands of perſons unconnected and un. 
known by one another. I conclude, therefore, my Lords, wit 
1 | 4 
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ſaying, that I muſt diſſent from this bill, for theſe reaſons - be- 
cauſe it throws out infinuations againſt bodies of men, calculated to 
raiſe clamour againſt them, and not one of which infinuations has 
been proved—becauſe it will greatly afſect, if not ruin, the property 
of a number of perſons who have inveſted their property in flour 
mills—and, thirdly, becauſe it will be in its conſequences moſt in- 
jurious to the country.“ : 
His Royal Highneſs the Duke of CLARENCE paid a high 
compliment to the talents, knowledge and zeal of his noble friend 
the Earl of Liverpool, and lamented that he ſhould differ from him 
on any queſtion of trade. He was aſſured, however, that his noble 
friend would be happy to hear every argument that could be urged 
on a meaſure pregnant with ſuch conſequences as the preſent ; ſince, 
as he had only taken up the bill ſince it came into Parliament, he 
might ſee that he had taken it up on a miſconception of its tendency. 
He certainly had not thought, from the bare title of the bill, that 
it was a meaſure of the conſequence which he found it ; or that, 
under the title of a bill to incorporate a company to manufacture 
flour, meal, and bread, an eſtabliſhment was to be erected, which 
would grow into a monopoly of the ſtaff of life. He was totally 
unaware of the magnitude of the obje until he came down to the 
Houſe on Tueſday laſt. But now, from the arguments of counſel, 
followed by the evidence of a number of moſt intelligent perſons, 
unimpeached and unanſwered, he was convinced that a bill of more 
dangerous innovation, with leſs apparent neceſſity, had never been 
introduced into that Houſe, Not one witneſs had been called by 
the promoters of the bill—not one of their allegations had they at- 
tempted to ſubſtantiate—not one of the teſtimonies againſt the bill 
had they even endeavoured to confute. Mr. Garrow, indeed, had 
made a ſplendid ſpeech at the bar ; but the bright and ſparkling 
allies of a lively imagination would not weigh with their Lordſhips 
againſt the ſulemn and ſacred declarations of men upon oath, who 
had been educated in the principles of the Chriſtian religion. The 
queſtion, therefore, came now tobe argued with nothing in ſupport 
of it but aſſertion and conjeQure ; while there was againſt the mea- 
ſure a body of the moſt complete evidence that ever was brought ta. 
bear upon any ſubject. With this ſhort preface his Royal High- 
neſs begged leave to look into the bill; and in the very title he 
law a moſt extraordinary variation from the uſual, and even from 
the recent practice of ſuch bills. In the Globe Inſurance bill, it 
vas intituled, “A bill to enable His Majeſty to incorporate,” &c. 
Here, on the contrary, it was intituled, © A bill to incorporate z* 


ſo that it was not to be referred to His Majeſty, with the adVc of 
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the law officers of the Crown, to affix the great ſeal to this charter, 
He did not make this obſervation from any idea of queſtioning the 
omnipotence of Parliament; but he begged leave to ſay, that this 
part of the royal prerogative was, no doubt, veſted in the Crown for 
the wiſe purpoſe of ſubjeQing charters to the ſtrict ſcrutiny of the 
legal adviſers of His Majeſty, that the rights and immunities of all 
and every body of His Majeſty's ſubjects ſhould be preſerved, and 
that privileges ſhould not be granted which might entrench upon 
thoſe of others, be contrary to exiſting ſtatutes, or be injurious to 
the people at large. This at leaſt had been the wiſe and ſafe prac- 
tice hitherto ; and ſurely a ſtrong caſe ſhould be made out as a 
ground for departing from the uſual and accuſtomed path. If he 
was wrong in this obſervation, he ſhould be happy to be corrected by 
any noble Lord ; but ſurely, if it was right to depart from this form, 
by which the charter would be ſure to receive, after the bill had 
paſſed the Legiſlature, a ſtrict and diſcreet inveſtigation (as had been 
experienced in the very caſe to which he had alluded—the Globe 
Inſurance, which had not yet paſſed the great ſeal, though ir had ſo 
long ago paſſed the Parliament], it would have becn right and be- 
coming in the parties to have applied ſooner in the ſeſſion, when the 
bill might have had the advantgae of a more full attendance. "This 
was one of his arguments againſt the bill. It was not a period of the 
ſeſſion at which ſo momentous a concern could be ſufficiently diſ- 
cuffed ; and he would add, that the preſent period was of all others 
the moſt improper for ſuch diſcuſſion. The bill was founded on 
the ſuppoſition of iniquitous praQices on the part of the millers and 
bakers, and it was brought forward at a period of unexampled ſcar- 


city, fo that the promoters of the bill ſeemed earneſt to take advan- 


tage of the popular prejudice, and he was ſorry even to ſee a diſpok- 
tion to raiſe a popular cry againſt this moſt uſeful part of the com- 
munity. Surely their Lordſhips would feel it to be their peculiar pro- 
vince to place themſelves between the parties. The celebrated 
words of Lord Bacon were moſt applicable to the caſe. Revenge 
was a ſpecies of wild juſtice which it became the wiſdom of the Le- 
giflature to reſtrain. This was not the moment when this meaſure 
could be wiſely or diſcreetly paſſed ; and above all others, it became 
their Lordſhips not to take vulgar prejudice as a ground for any 
legiſlative proceeding. The noble Earl who began this debate, 
had faid that the profits of the millers were too large, and he had 
quoted the evidence of Mr. Pratt. He begged pardon of the noble 
Earl if he thought that he had not had his uſual accuracy in this 
reference. Mr. Pratt had faid that he was content with a profit of 


2s. upon a ſack of flour, value 31. And it appeared that the mil- 
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lers turned over their capital three or four times a year, which in 
all was under 15 per centum per annum. Ougght tradeſmen in a 
narrow and contracted line of buſineſs, which a miller neceſſarily 
muſt be in proportion to the power of his mill, to have leſs than 15 
per cent. ? What is 15 per cent. on a ſmall capital to a man giv- 
ing all his time and induſtry to his trade? Will men embark in 
buſineſs, and devote their lives to acquire ſkill and experience, if 
they are not to be ſecured in a living profit? Why, what is 15 
per cent. to a poor man, with toil, and riſk, and taxes to pay, and 
a family to maintain, in compariſon with this band of patriots, who 
are to have 10 per cent. and do nothing; who have already made 
their fortunes; ſome of them, like the noble Peers of that Houſe, who 
had their fortunes by deſcent ; others who had honourably acquired 
fortunes by their enterpriſe and induſtry ; and who, thank God, 
had been ſupported by the laws in that enterpriſe and induſtry ? 


They were independent men, and yet they were to have 10 per 


cent. although agents were to tranſact the bufineſs, and they were to 
be protected by a ſtatute from all reſponſibility for the errors, and 
waſte, and imprudence of ſuch agents. Why, my Lords, there 
is no equality in this proceeding. We muſt protect the ſmall man; 
we mult recolle& that the miller who has inveſted the greateſt part 
of his property in building his mill muſt live; and if you do not 
give him a profit that ſhall enable him to thrive, nay, that ſhall 
enable him to get forward in life, you extinguiſh that aQive ſpirit 
which is the ſpring of Britiſh opulence. My Lords, I wiſh to ſee 
the man who began by carrying his ſack of corn on his ſhoulder, con- 
clude by being maſter of his mill. Such has been the progreſs of 
Britiſh induſtry, and I hope that no new-fangled projects will pre- 
vent it, Theſe very patriots ought to be the firſt to recognize this 
ſentiment, and to act upon it. I never felt more pride as an Eng- 
liſhman, nor more pleaſure as a man, than at the table of one of 
the moſt opulent merchants, and a moſt reſpectable magiſtrate of 
the city of London ; the noble Earl who began the debate would 
alſo recollect the anecdote (for he was alſo x gueſt at the ſame hoſ- 
pitable board), when- the gentleman, in the midſt of his luxury, 
honeſtly told us that he had riſen from nothing, by unceafing induſ- 
try, to what he poſſeſſed. That he had worn his apron, and had 
ſwept his door. My Lords, ſuch is England. And do not be- 
lieve that you can have ſuch men if you do not prote& the means 
by which they riſe ; and who will ſay that this country would have 
been able to ſtand the ſhock of this diſaſtrous winter, if it had not 
been for the ſmall millers whom you are now about to deſtroy ? 
The great miller, like this giant you are about to erect, might have 
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withheld his ſtores; but the neceſſities of the ſmall miller com- 
pelled him to give us a weekly ſupply. There is the check which 
an open trade produces. The great miller, like the great farmer, 
is checked by the little; and in this trade of flour in particular, 
The noble Earl forgets that the law has given a wiſe option to the 
magiſtrates, which protects the public from all poſſible extortion. 
The noble Earl quotes from a paper which is not. upon your table, 
nor given in proof, that fix buſhels of wheat will make what is 
equal in value to a fack of flour. Equal in value to a ſack of 
flour, is not an accurate phraſe, What does the law ſay? Has 
not flour been rendered to the public greatly under the proportion 
which the law requires? That is the inquiry for the Legiſlature 
to make before they diſpoſſeſs unoffending individuals of their pro- 
perty. My Lords, I take upon me to fay, that nothing can be fo 
difficult as to aſcertain a criterion for the produce of a certain quan- 
tity of flour from a given quantity of wheat. My own obſervation 
confirms the evidence on your table. Nothing can be more vari- 
ous than the qualities of wheat. I have been in the fields with the 
noble Earl, and hope I ſhall be again ; and, ſurely the noble Earl 
muſt acknowledge, that, when in the ſame field of only 16 acres 
there will be ſamples of wheat diſſimilar in weight and in goodneſs, 
prodigious diſproportions muſt exiſt between wheat of different ſea- 
fons and of different countries. And yet, my Lords, to bear out 
an eſtimate which was evidently drawn up only to deceive, and 
which was not offered at vour bar, becauſe the authors know it would 
have been confuted, we muſt ſuppoſe that all the wheat of the laſt 
twenty-ſeven years was of the ſame goodneſs. I fairly put it to 
your Lordſhips, are any ſet of men to be cut up and annihilated 
upon ſuch a fallacy? Look on the other fide at the liberality of 
the exiſting laws. All your ſtatutes on the ſubjed grant a quarter 
of wheat, taking the bad years with the good, to produce a ſack of 
flour, but requiring the ſack of flour to be at a certain relative price 
under the quarter of wheat. Am I correct, my Lords? Look at 
the table in the 37th of the preſent King. Tf the allowance be 
too great, abridge it; if there be abuſe, correct it. But do not, by 
a fide-wind—do not, at the very cloſe of a ſeſſion, and under the 
title of a bill which would promiſe no ſuch thing, do away in one 
breath all your eſtabliſhed laws of aſſize, which have been the work 
of centuries, and under which the people of this country have en- 
joyed, even in periods of ſcarcity, a vegular and ſufficient ſupply. 
My Lords, I agree with my noble friend who ſpoke laſt, that nothing 
can be more unwiſe than to throw forth unqualified imputations 
on all the men engaged in the corn and flour trade. I could quote 
to you, if I were not afraid to detain your Lordſhips, a paſſage from 
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the celebrated Dr. Smith, a paſſage which I think has been verified 


by the preſent ſeaſon. I do not know that we have not been in- 
debted to the corn-merchants, and to their avidity of gain; ſince, 
but for that, inſtead of a ſcarcity, we might have had a famine. At 
one time the ſtouteſt of us had our apprehenſions. Thank God it 
is now over, and by the bleſſing of Providence we have a brighter 
proſpect. But is it after we have weathered the ſtorm, that we are 
for deſtroying the veſſel that has brought us ſafely through? We 
know the ſyſtem that we have—all that is propoſed to you in its 
ſtead is theory and oonjecture. After having taken up ſo much of 
your Lordſhips' time, I will only detain you by the examination of 
two or three clauſes of the bill. And firſt—the clauſe by which 
this band of patriots are to have 10 per cent. for their beneficent 
labours, and to be at the ſame time protected from all their riſk. 
My Lords, I cannot help thinking, that if you are to allow them 
Io per cent. together with an indemnity, and recognize this ſort of 
per centage, you cannot in common juſtice accuſe the induſtrious 
miller, who has to live by his labour, of getting too much if he has 
15, but has it with a reſponſibility to the laſt ſhilling he may be 
worth. But if you grant this principle, that men embarking money 
in joint-ſtock companies to carry on trade, may have 10 per cent. 
and indemnity, farewell to open trade. The example once ſet, 
you will have it in every line and article of manufacture. You 
will have a joint-ſtock brewery, a joint-ſtock diſtillery you will 
have the principle ſpread over the kingdom you will extinguiſh 
open trade, and with it an induſtrious people—you will ſubſtitute 
monopoly, and bring with it idleneſs. It is in vain to ſay that the 
whole ſcheme does not tend to monopoly; for, look to the next 
clauſe, which I think moſt important. This immenſe body is to 
be allowed to manufacture 120, ooo ſacks of flour within the year; 
allowed, but not compelled ; ſo that they may buy up 120,000 
quarters of wheat, granting, as I conceive we ought to grant, that, 
one year with another, and manufacturing all the varieties of flour, 
that is of firſts, ſeconds, and thirds, and ſo forth, f 20,000 ſacks of 
fine flour would require 1 20,000 quarters of wheat. Then what 
do you do ? You are about to erect one monſtrous company, that 
will require 2300 quarters of wheat weckly ; by looking at the re- 
turns of Engliſh wheat brought to the London market for the laſt 
19 years, as laid upon your table, I find this monſter. would nearly 
Tequire one-half of the whole. My Lords, I call that a monopoly. 
No common miller could ſtand againk it; eſpecially as this com- 
pany is not compelled to manufacture, but may keep it up until it 
is dear and fell it again. My Lords, I have no conception of a 
monopoly, if this is not one; and I will content myſelf to give 
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mity—I will tear it off, and expoſe to you its deteſtable vilagr- 
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you another ſtriking obſervation from Lord Bacon, in his letter to 
Villiers, aſterwards Duke of Buckingham—* Guard againſt mono- 
polies ; they are the canker of the State ; it ſhould be the care of 
the Legiſlature to root them out.” No argument of mine can make 


that recommendation more emphatic. My Lords, I will refer you 


but to one clauſe more : it is that wherein they are to make 200 
ſacks of ſtandard wheaten flour into bread. It is very looſely 
drawn; but I object to it, becauſe it goes upon the error that this 
cannot be obtained from the common baker :—the contrary is 
proved by the evidence upon your table. There is a prejudice 
againſt it ; but give the baker a fair profit, and you may have it 


__ to-morrow.” 


His Royal Highneſs apologized for having occupied ſo much of 
their time, but he really thought it a ſubject of ſuch ſerious import- 
ance, that he truſted their Lordſhips would think it wiſe not to pro- 
eeed in it further at fo late a period of the ſeſſion. 

Earl STANHOPE alſo ſpoke againſt the bill. He thanked 
the noble Earl who began the debate, for the honeſt and candid 
confeſſion he had made, that this country was obliged to ſend 
away above five millions of money to import wheat to maintain 
the people, and that this was a growing evil. It certainly was 
true; and it was a moſt lamentable fact. He had obſerved it with 
ſorrow. He ſaw, from the petition of Mr. Chalmer on the table, 
that the average import, for the laſt nineteen years, had been above 
280,000 quarters a year ; and for the laſt five years, it had been 
above 400,000 quarters. I thank the noble Lord (ſaid Earl 
Stanhope) for this candid confeſſion, as I thought that at length 
our eyes were opened toan enormous calamity, and that ſome mea- 
ſure, adequate to the evil, was to be recommended ; but what was 
my ſurpriſe when I found, that after ſtating that we had not corn 
enough for our uſe, that we had imported 7 00,000 quarters this 
year, he concluded by faying, therefore let us regulate the grinding! 
In the ſame manner, if he had told us that there was a great want 
of timber in our foreſts, and that he would ſuggeſt a remedy ; in- 
ſtead of ſuggeſting the means of keeping up the growth, or of ſup- 
plying- the deficiency, would not the Houſe think it an act of imbe- 
cility if he ſhould content himſelf with ſaying, Jet us regulate the 


' carpenters and joiners ! My Lords, this is of the ſame ſtupid | 


and unavailing character of remedy. You muſt go to the root of 
the evil. This is only an attempt to conceal and diſguiſe it. This 
new-fangled attack upon property means more than meets the eye. 
There is a maſk upon this meaſure which conceals its horrid defor- 
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My Lords, the plain truth is, that it is the war, the ſyſtem, the 
taxes, the burthens of the country, which have made the evil of 
ſcarcity, and it is the wants of the Government which have given 
riſe to this ſtratagem of ſcizing upon the corn trade into their own 
hands. My Lords, the taxes, and the advance in every article of 
life, which is the fruit of taxes, make it impoſſible for the people to 
grow wheat ſo cheaply as it can be imported. Hexe is the evil, the 
firſt natural conſequence of our overburthened country, 
vernment ſees it 
having exhauſted all the other ſources of taxation, are determined to 
ſeize upon trade itſelf. Five millions of money to be paid to foreign 
nations for corn in one year is too tempting and convenient a thing 
to be ſuffered to eſcape them. They will ſeize upen the whole 
ſupply under the inſtrumentality of this new corporation; and hav- 
ing once cttabliſhed the principle, every article of the firſt neeeſſity 
will follow the chicf article, which is bread. My Lords, this is 
my belief, and I feel it to be my duty to tell. you what I think. I 
have the utmoſt reſpe for many of the characters whom I ſee in 
the liſt on your table; but no reſpeR ſhall prevent me from diſ- 
cloſing my apprehenſions as an Engliſhman. Many of theſe per- 
ſons have no doubt ſuffered themſelves to be ſurpriſed. They 
could not have otherwiſe given their ſupport to 4 meaſure fo tre- 
mendous in all its parts. It was this view of it that brought me 
to London, I know nothing of the millers ; 1 have no connexion 
with any of them. But it is not the millers, nor the bakers, nor 
any particular trade that is aimed at. They are ſingled out indeed 
firſt, becauſe the cry is againſt them ; and I have heard the noble 
Earl with aſtoniſhment join in the popular cry ; but let the example 
once be ſet, and thoſe who now blindly give their ſanction to the 
injuſtice will be its next viddims. My Lords, I heard the noble 


Earl with aſtoniſhment join in the cry againſt the millers ; becauſe I 


thought that let vulgar clamour find reception where it might, it would 
be excluded from theſe walls. To ſay no more, the language of the 
noble Earl was moſt raſh and imprudent. My Lords, with a groſs 
miſconception of the evidence on your table, the noble Earl "ſtated 


that Mr, Charles Pratt had ſaid he expected from 15 to 18 per 


cent, fix times over in the year. My Lord, he ſaid no fuch thing. 

He faid, that 2s. upon 31. would content him. This is only 3 
and a fraction per cent. which, taken ſix times over, would be 20 
per cent. per annum in all; but i: ſo happens, that every miller has 
-A conſiderable part of his capltal locked up in his mill, m:chmery, 
barges, and other dead ftock; which, ſo far from producing 20 per 


cent. perhaps, do not pay him hae intereſt ; and let me remind 


The Go- 
; the noble Earl avows it; and the Miniſters, 
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your Lordſhips, that every miller has not the conſiderable trade and 
the capifal of Mr, Pratt. What profit will you allow to a miller 
who has 1oool. employed in the mealing trade? Do you think 
from 150l. to 200]. a year an exceſſive profit for a man who has 
a family, and all the burthens of the times to maintain? This was 
not the only miſconception of the noble Lord, by which his ſpeech 
certainly may go forth, and enflame the public mind againſt the 
millers. He takes a calculation which is erroneous, and gives to it 
the credit of his opinion, My Lord, that paper is directly contra- 
diced by the evidence on your table. The moſt reſpectable men 


tell you, that eight buſhels of the foreign wheat of this year will 


not produce ſo much flour as ſeven buſhels of fine Engliſh wheat; 

and yet he argues from a paper drawn up in the cloſet, that fix 
buſhels will, in all caſes, give a ſack of flour. Arguing on this eſ- 
timate, he ſays, that the millers have made the enormous profit of 
thirteen ſhillings this year on a ſack of flour ; now, what fays the 
evidence? The law allows that there ſhall be no more than fix 
ſhillings of difference between the ſack of flour and the quarter of 
wheat, whereas the difference has been throughout the whole year 
fourteen ſhillings. - And by the way in which the average price of 
wheat is now taken, all the wheats of an inferior quality fold in the 
corn market, to make biſcuits and to go into the country, are taken 
into the account againſt the miller; whereas he only uſes the higher 
priced wheats. Excluding the lower ſorts, as they ought to be, the 
difference in favour of the -public through the whole of this year, 
would have been twenty ſhillings, being fourteen ſhillings more 
than the law required. So much for the conduct of theſe i11-treated 
men. Rut even this is not all. The noble Earl ſays, that Mr. 
Claude Scott was able to buy 40,000 ſacks of flour from the millers 
at once; and this he ſtated as a proof that the millers hoarded up 
flour. 1 turn to the evidence, and I find Mr. Claude Scott ſay, 


that he ſtipulated for the flour to be delivered at the rate of 5000. 


ſacks per week, requiring eight weeks to complete the order ! My 
Lords, I complain of this want of candour in the noble Earl, Men 
are not to be expoſed to public clamour in this way. They have 


no exorbitant profits according to the evidence. And you ought to 


ſupport the poor man, and the riſing man, in his fair profits. There 
never was any ſentiment more true, nor more perfectly Britiſh, than 
that of his Royal Highneſs That you muſt protect the young and 
thriving plant. If you do not fence round the feeble ſhrub, and 
protect it from annoyance in its early ſhooting, you can never hope 
to ſee the full grown oak of England riſe to the ſky, and protect you 
with its reading head. My Lords, theſe millers do not * 00 
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hav? any exoeſſive profit. I ſee by the evidence, that they are 
ready to give up their mills. They have offered mills, at ſeven 


per cent. upon the ſums they have ſunk, to this very band of pa- 


triots who are to have ten per cent. for driving them from the mar- 
ket! Your Lordſhips cannot give countenance to ſuch a ſcheme. 
Jt is without principle, and will be found to be pregnant only with 
miſchief.” His Lordſhip added, that the bill was incompatible 
with the genius of the common law of England, which made every 
man reſponſible for his dealings. This was a bill to protect men 
in iniquity ; to allow them to job, and. to ſpeculate—nay, to 
ſwindle in corn: for men who were to be indemnified from the 
payment of their juſt debts, were to be permitted to ſwindle by law. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR left the woolfack, to expreſs his 
ſurpriſe at the manner in which the bill had been debated, very 
little having been ſaid to the queſtion for the ſecond reading of it; 
in which ſtage all arguments addreſſed to its particular proviſions 
were ill-timed and out of place. The bill was undoubtedly a bill 
of great and ſerious importance, both for and againſt which he ad- 
mitted that many ſtrong reaſons might fairly be urged ; but he had 
not conceived that the unfortunate turn of any man's imagination 
would have ſuggeſted ſo wild, extravagant, and frantic an idea, as 
that which their ILordſhips had juſt heard from the noble Earl, that 
under a bill, avowedly offered to Parliament for its conſent to a 
project to incorporate certain reſpectable perſons into a company of 
millers and bakers, was conceived a wicked defign to overturn the 
whole ſyſtem of the trade and commerce of the country, and ſeize 
upon it by Government's wreſting it from the hands of a variety of 
merchants and manufacturers, who were engaged in the conduct of 
its ſeparate branches. The whole of the oppoſition to the bill had 
been founded on the aſſumed ground, that it proceeded on an ad- 
mitted charge of very improper practices in the corn dealers and 
millers, and a received opinion, that the great ſcarcity of wheat, and 
the dearneſs of bread, which the country had felt during the laſt 
winter, was imputable to their miſconduct. This aſſumed ground 
of the bill, however, had not the ſmalleſt foundation in fact, nor 
was any ſuch charge or imputation either expreſſed or hinted at in 
the bill, but originated ſolely in a part of the argument of the 


counſel employed by the millers who had petitioned againſt the bill, 


and which part of his ſpeech the learned gentleman feemed rather 
to intend for the gratification of thoſe below the bar, than of their 
Lordſhips. A more erroneous opinion of the ground and object of 
the bill could not have been entertained, nor could he believe that 
thoſe who pretended to entertain it, reatly did fo. No blame had 
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n been caſt upon the millers by thoſ: who introduced the bill, nor did cred! 
4 any part of the bill warrant any ſuch intention on their part; but, he h 
* on the contrary, the holding forth an idea to that effect made a part conc 
5 of the chmour artfully raifed to create prejudices againſt the mea- he b 
£ ſure, not the popular clamour that a royal] Duke had complained to tl 
Þ of as the origin of the bill. It had been ſaid by that illuſtrious hear 
4 Pe ITſonage, that he ſhould have been pleaſed if the bill, like the argu 
42 Globe Inſurance Company, had been for a royal charter, inſtead of tend 
4 | an ad of Parliament to incorporate ; but a royal charter could not in tl 
i have given the powers that the company were to have under the a ro 
bf. '4 preſent bill, if it paſſed ; that of being a joint-ſtock company, and nent 
by | eſpecially that of not being liable to pay beyond their capital. That not 
1 power he was ready to admit to the noble Earl (Stanhope) was dim 
5 | incompatible with the genius of the common law of England; which bent 
. was, in that reſpect, peculiar to Great Britain, and diſtinQ from by | 
4 the law of other countries, and thoſe eminently commercial. In effe 
0 Holland, for inſtance, by taking out a particular inſtrument, and gag 
AH regiſlering their capital, any number of perſons might engage in a lole 
"8 | given ſpeculation of manufacture or trade, and not be liable beyond any 
_ their capital ſo regiſtered. In the preſent caſe a number of moſt con 
5 | reſpectable individuals, acting from the pureſt motives, and unqueſ- tha! 
; 1 | tionably with the beſt intentions, came forward with a view to en- put 
RS - deavour, at ſome riſk, but not a great one, individually to be in. lan 
BY | corporated as a joint-ſtock company, and not to be liable beyond dea 
vi their capital. In return for this, they voluntarily offered to limit of 
* their profits to 10 per cent. and to ſubmit their accounts annually hac 
a | to the inſpeQion of both Houſes of Parliament. This was more late 
5 „ than any joint-flock company had ever attempted to offer, and was, oc 
5 in his judgment, a very ſufficient guard againſt any of the evils ger 

5 which had been ſo extravagantly conjectured as the probable conſe- er 
1 quenees of the bill's paſſing into a law. But there was another re- col 
bt . friction, which he would ſtate by and by, and which he thought it vis 
228 might not be improper to inſert in the bill, when it ſhould be in a Lo 
1 Committee. Upon ſo limited a capital as each ſubſeriber to the bee 
| A : | project was to be allowed to adventure, and with a limited profit of far 
1 ten per cent. only, what danger was to be apprehended from the wh 
5 carrying ſuch a project into exccution for a ſhort period, by way of ve 
experiment? In putting this queſtion, he was detraQing from the thi 

characters of the eminent perſons whoſe names were in the bill, and th 

putting, for a moment, the ſecurity of great character againſt abuſe liy 

. wholly out of the queſtion. A noble friend of his (Earl of Wet- . 

morland) had acknowledged, that the avowed patriots, as they had eig 

been called, who: came torward with this bill, were entitled to full e 


* 
— 


peceſſary that a miller ſhould have a profit of that extent. 
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credit for their high reſpectability and diſintereſted publie ſpirit ; but 


be had expreſſed a wiſh to ſee the inviſible patriots, who were to be 
concerned. To gratify himſelf in this point, the noble Earl muſt, . 
he believed, either travel northward, to his country, or a little more 
to the weſt ; for in the northern part of Europe alone had he ever 
heard it ſaid that inviſible perſons were to be ſeen ? Among other 
arguments that had been urged againſt the bill, it had been con- 
tended, that this would ruin the millers, and leſſen the competition 
in the eorn market, by inſtituting a monopoly: On this latter idea 
a royal Duke had laid great ſtreſs; but in both reſpects the oppo- 
nents of the bill procceded on a pal Au miſtake. The project had 
not a feature in it like that of a monopoly, nor would it deſtroy or 
diminiſh the competition ſo necefſary in all trades, and ultimately ſo 
beneficial to the public. It would rather increate the competition, 
by ſending a new buyer into the market; and it by no means 
effected a monopoly, as it excluded no perſon whatever from en- 
gaging in a ſimilar project on the ſame terms, which, exclufive 
ſolely of not being liable beyond their capital, they might do without 
any charter at all For the benefits of their being a joint-ſtock 


company, and not liable beyond their capital, he had already ſtated, 


that the gentlemen whoſe names were in the bill, had offered the 
public inſpection of their books, which was, he thought, a fair ba- 
lance. With regard to the profits made dy millers and corn- 
dealers, he did not blame them for making as much as they could 
of their capital, and their induftry. Every trader and manufaQurer 
had a right to trade to the beſt advantage, provided he did not vio- 
late the laws of his country ; and though in. all trades there would 
. occaſionally be bad practices diſcovered, that was no ground for a 
general ſtigma upon any given deſcription of traders or manufactur- 
ers. That there had been foreſtalling and regrating practiſed among 
corn dealers was evident, fince it had lately been proved, and a con 
viction had taken place in the Court of King' s Bench before the 
Lord Chief Juſtice of England; and a prior conviction had alſo 
been obtained for a fimilar offence, ſome time preceding, in the - 
ſame Court: Nay they had heard of whole fields of corn and 
wheat having been purchaſed while growing, which was certainly a 
very miſchievous ſpecies of foreſtalling, and muſt raife the price of 
the market. - But it was in this caſe that the ſubſcribers, limiting 
their profit to ten per cent. would ruin the millers, as they could not 
live upon fo ſlender a profit. Mr. Pratt in his evidence ſtates, 
* that he ſhould expect to have a clear profit of from fifteen to 
cighteen,per cent. His Lordſhip ſaid, he did not ſee why it was 
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variety of bufinefſes were carried on, and carried on ſucceſsfully, at 
a ſmaller profit. In the courſe of the ſeſſion their Lordſhips had 
Heard a cauſe at their bar, which went upon theſe data: a wholeſale 
grocery buſineſs had been entered into by three perſons, one of 
whom choſe -at length to become indolent, and to retire into the 


country ; and when ſome years afterwards they came to ſettle their 
partnerſhip accounts, he thought himſelf ill uſed by having only an 


intereſt of eight per cent. allowed him as the intereſt earned on his 
He inſtituted a ſuit in Chancery, and it came 
at length, by writ of error, to their Lordfhips' bar, where it appeared 


that upon the reaſonable profit of eight per cent. one of the partners 


had acquired a plentiful fortune, and riſen to the rank of an Alder- 
man of London (Sit John Eamer). It was evident, therefore, that 
at that profit fortunes might be acquired in trades dealing in innu- 


meradle ſmall articles, as well as others of a greater bulk and value, 


for the ſhop i in queſtion ſupplied many of 4 retail grocers in town 
and country. His Lordfhip faid, that upon full conſideration it 
appeared to him that the gentlemen concerned -in the propoſed 


project aded with a very Iaudable degree of public fpirir ; that 


much good conſequence might ariſe to the metropolis and its 
geighbouthood from carrying it into execution; and that at any rate 
it would be worth while to try the perlen. He truſted, there- 
fore, that it would be allowed to go to a Committee; in which, if 
any of the provifions or reſtrictions ſhould require amendment and 
alterarion, it could be ſuggeſted. ; and if it ſhould appear to be a wiſe 
and uſeful amendment that ſhould be propoſed, it might be adopted. 
For his own part, he ſhould in the Committee propoſe, in addition 


to the preſent reſtrictions contained in the bill, a elauſe to render 
he company liable to be proceeded againſt by a writ of ſcire faciar, 


and diffolved upom a conviction of any improper practices, or abuſe 
of their powers to the prejudice of the public. With that addi- 
flonal guard and ſecurity, it appeared to him that the experiment 
might be fafely tried; and therefore, for the reaſons that he had 


fared, he ſhould vote for the hin's being read a ſecond time, 


The Earl of LIVERPOOL rofe, merely to explain, not to 
ſpeak a ſecond time upon the bill; he knew the order of the Houſe 
too wall to do fo. The noble Earl near him, Lord Stanhope, had 
been pleaſed to compliment him for the candour of his argument; 
but he had, it the ſame time, blamed him for his want of prudence, 
and his raſhnefs. He would venture to ſay, that his candour and 
his raſhneſs muſt ſtand or fall by one and the ſame criterion ; he 
could not merit the compliment if he deferved the cenſare. He 
had before ſtated, and he repeated ir, that he _ from fifteen 


July 24+] DEBATES. 447 


to eighteen per cent. was a larger profit than the millers ought to 
have. 
Lord HOBART ſaid, that whatever was the opinion that he 
had formed before he entered the Houſe ; if after the able ſpeech 
of the noble and learned Lord he ſtill found himſelf obliged to op- 
poſe the bill, he did ſo with great deference. The nohle Earl who 
opened the debate had ſaid that he knew nothing of the bill till it 
was brought forward in the Houſe of Commons : that being taken 
to be the fact, it was no ſmall argument in his mind againſt the 
bill, The gentlemen whoſe names were in'the bill were men of 
great reſpeQability undoubtedly, and he gave them full credit for the 
purity of their intentions in coming forward on the preſent occaſion; 
but if it had received the ſanction of the noble Earl in the firſt in- 
ſtance, the great confidence he placed in his abilities, his judgment, 
and his experience, would have made him more ready to rely on 
the expediency of the meaſure. If the noble Earl had aid, that 
from his knowledge of the ſtate of the flour manufaQure in the 
country, he had thought it his duty to ſubmit the project to the 
judgment of the reſt of His Majeſty's Miniſters, and had, in con- 
junction with them, brought it forward in Parliament, the noble 
Earl would have made himſelf reſponſible, and the bill would have 
ſtood upon a much leſs objectionable footing than it did at preſent. 
The noble and learned Lord on the woolſack had told them, that 
ſome foreſtallers and regraters had been convicted in the Court of 
King's Bench recently. If they had been convicted, that was an 
indubitable proof that the laws in being were ſufficient for the con- 
viction of ſuch crimes, and that no new law for that purpoſe was at 
all neceflary. The noble and learned Lord had alſo told them, 
that any number of perſons might now, without any charter, form 
ſuch a company as the bill was intended to incorporate ; the fact 
being ſo, why, if the gentlemen whoſe names were in the bill, 
acted upon the patriotic principles that had been imputed to them, 
(and he did not mean to ſay that they were not juſtly iniputed to 
them) why did not they enter into the ſame engagement and the 
ſame deſcription, without coming to Parliament and deſiring to be 
inveſted with extraordinary powers, heretofore unprecedented ; and 
to prove the neceſſity for which no one fact had been given in evi» 
dence at the bar of the Houſe ? Two examples had been inſtanced 
of inſtitutions fimilar to that projected in the bill ; the one, the 
inſtitution of the Union Mills at Birmingham ; the other, the Al- 
bion Mills. With regard to the Birmingham mills, he had been 
informed from good authority, that they had introduced a ſpecies of 
bread that would not have been caten in London, even by the 
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poorer ranks of people. If, however, the Birmingham mills and 
the' Albion Mills had been found to be attended with beneficial 
effects to the perſons engaged in them, as they were not incorpo. 
rated, why could not other gentlemen follow their example and in. 
ſtitute ſimilar manufactories? It was ſaid, that the propoſed project 
would operate in favour of the public, by grinding the wheat at a 
- low price, and thus lowering the price of bread. He had very great 
doubt of the advantage of fuch an effect; it was admitted on all 
hands, that the dearneſs of provifions, and eſpecially of bread, was 
zſcribable, not to any combinations among the millers and bakers, but 
to an actual ſcarcity, and a deficiency of harveſt for the two laft ſca- 
ſons; and he verily believed that under ſuch circumſtances the high 
price of bread had operated eſſentially for the ſervice of the commu- 
nity; and that if bread had not been at ſuch a high price, the pour 
would have had no bread to eat. His Lordſhip ſaid, that it was im- 
poſſible to deny the fact, that a corporate company trading on a capi- 
tal of 1 50, oool. would have à very ſenſible impreſſionon the market 
at all times, and prejudice the individual miller, dealing upon an in- 
finitely ſmaller capital, to the hazard of his ruin. A profit upon a 
capital of 1 50,0001. would not be ſo ſmall a profit as it might at 
firſt be thought to be; but on à profit of ten per cent. only, the 


- Httle miller could not go on. In the difference of ſize of capital lay 


all the argument ; and on that account, as well as on the other rea- 
ſons he had ſtated, begging the Houſe to excuſe him for having gone 
fo much at length into the ſubject after it had been fully debated, 
he ſhould conclude with deelaring that he ſhould give the queſtion 
his decided negative. 

The queſtion was then called for, and the Houſe divided. On 
the firft diviſion it-appeared that the numbers were even. 

Contents, 11 ; Not Contents, 11. 
Which, by the rule of the Houſe, would have been fatal to the 
dill; but it was. thought that they had been inaccurately counted, 
and they di divided again. The numbers then were, 
Contents, 11; Not Contents, 10. Majority, I 

Proxies were then called for, when 14 were given for the bill, and 


__ only 4 againſt it. 


The numbers then ſtood thus: 
Not Contents, 10; Proxies, 4—1 4. 
Contents, 11; Proxies, 14— 25. 
On the queſtion, That this bill be committed on Wedneſday 
next, the Duke of CLAKENCE moved, as an amendment, to in- 
ſert the words, That day three months: but as ſeveral of 4 
Lords for the bill had left the Houſe, not expecting a diviſion, . 
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Royal Highneſs in eandour withdrew his amendment. The bill 
therefore ſtood committed for Wedneſday, when counſel were to be 


heard in ſupport of the petitions of the bakers, and various others, 
againſt particular clauſes therein. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


Monday, Fuly 21. 

In a Committee of Supply, after His Majeſty's meſſage had been 
read, a vote of credit for 1, 400, oool. was moved for by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. The reſolution was agreed to, and or- 
dered to be reported to-morrow, 

Mr. Lows brought in three bills: — the firſt for raifing 
3,000,000l. by exchequer bills, to be charged on the firſt aids 
granted next ſeſſion of Parliament; — the ſecond for raiſing 
3,000,0001. —and the third for raiſing 4,500,0001. by the 
ſame means. They were reſpeQively read a firſt time, and or- 
dered to be read a ſecond time to-morrow: 

The deputy clerk of the peace for the county of Middleſex pre- 
ſented an account of the number of perſons confined in Cold Bath 
Fields priſon, and a lift of neceſſaries wanted in the priſon.— Or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. TIERNEY roſe, in purſuance of notice, to move his reſo- 
lutions relative to the ſtate of the finances of the country. The re- 
ſolutions, he ſaid, were fimilar to thoſe he had had the honour of 
ſubmitting laſt year. He did not know that it was neceſſary to enter 
into any detail of obſervation reſpedting them. If it was the deſire 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer to go into any diſcuſſion upon 
the ſubject, he hoped he would mention ſome future day for that 
purpoſe ; for himſelf, he had no wiſh whatever to enter into any 
diſeuſſion; he conſidered the ſubject as one involving a dry matter 
of fact. He then moved that the reſolutions be laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER then read the ſeveral reſolutions as follow: 

„J. That the amount of the public funded debt, on the 1ſt of 
February 17 93, was 238, 231,248]. excluſive of long and ſhort 
annuities, and annuities for lives to the amount of 1,37 3,5 50l.; 3 
of which ſums, ſtock to the amount of 10, 242, fool. had been 
purchaſed by the commiſſioners for redeeming the national debt, and 


annuities to the amount of 79,8801. had fallen in; reducing the 


actual amount of the debt, on the 1 of February 1793, to 


227,989,1481. and the annuities to 1,293,670. And that on 
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the 1 of February 1800, ſtock to the amount of 32,404,845], 
and annuities to the amount of 1 19,8801. had been-redeemed, and 
had fallen in; reducing the actual amount of debt exiſting before 
the war, on the 1ſt of February 1800, to 205, 8 26, 40 zl. and the 
annuities to 1,253,070l. 

II. That the total amount of Rock treated fince the 5th of 
January 1793, (including the amount created by the ſums bor. 
rowed in the preſent ſeſſion, and after deduQing 1 2,328,449]. 
purchaſed by the commiſſioners on the 1 of February 1 doo, ) is 


25 2,961, 976l. of which ſum the intereſt on 7, 50 2, 63 3l. is pay- 


able by the Emperor of Germany, and the intereſt on 1 5, 31 5, oool. 
is payable by Ireland; and that annuities have been granted, 
the 5th of January 1793, to the amount of 5 42, 6641. per ann. 
of which 97911. is payable by Ireland, and 230, oool. by is 
Emperor of Germany. 

“III. That the total amount of the public funded debt (after 
deducting 447332941. purchaſed by the commiſſioners, and 
12,133,3711. on account of land- tax redeemed) was, on the 1ſt 
of February 1800, 446, 655, oogl.; of which fum 22,817,633]. 
is on account of Ireland, and the Emperor of Germany; leaving a 
funded debt charged on Great Britain of 42 3•8 37.375l. including 
56,44, oool. provided for by the tax on income; and that the 
amount of annuities charged on Great Britain was, on the 1 of 
February 1800, (after deducting what have fallen in, ) in ſhort an- 


nuities 548,93ol. and long annuities 1, oo), 61 21. 


« IV. That the ſum applicable to the reduQion of the national 
debt was, on the 1ſt of February 1793, 1, 427, 143l. and may, for 
the year 18009, be eſtimated at 5, ooo, oool. 

« V. That the annual charge incurred by the permanent debt, 
on the 5th of January 1793, was 10, 325, 8661. including 
1,000,000l. applicable to the reduction of the debt: that the an- 
nual charge incurred by the permanent debt, created fince the Sch of 
January 1793, (excluſive of intereſt payable by Ireland, and in- 
cluding the charge incurred by the loan of the preſent ſeſſion, ) is 
8,582,3951. including 1,870, 399l. applicable to the reduction of 


debt; and that a farther charge of 497,7351.. per annum is gua- 


ranteed by Parliament, in default of payment of the intereſt of cer- 
tain loans by His Majeſty the Emperor of Germany. 
4 VI. That, excluſive of anticipations of the receipt of certain 
taxes and payments on loans to the amount of 8, 360, 960l. the 
unfunded debt in exchequer bills, remaining to be provided for, was, 
on the 5th of January 1800, 11,999, 7 40l. 

x | 
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« That the debt of the navy, remaining to be provided for, was, 
on the 5th of January 1800, 5,992,2881. | 

« That, under the heads of treaſury, army, barracks, advances ' 
from civil liſt, deficiency of ways and means for 1799, and re-pay- 
ments to be made for ſervices not voted, but paid out of grants for 
1799, outſtanding demands, as far as the ſame can be made up, re- 
mained to be provided for on the 5th of January 1800, to the 
amount of 2,048, 5 40l. 

« And that the total amount of exchequer bills, navy debt, and 
demands outſtanding, unprovided for on the 5th of January 1800, 
was 20,040,5081. : of which ſum 7,548,272}. has been fince 
provided for out of the loan of the preſent ſeſſion, leaving an 
unfonded debt, unprovided for, of 12,492,2961. excluſive of 
3,000,000). advanced as a loan to the public by the Bank, for the 
renewal of the Bank charter. 

« VII, That the net produce of the old permanent taxes exiſting 
previous to the war, was, January 5, 1793, 14, 284, oool. | 

That the net produce of the old permanent taxes exiſting pre- 
vious to the war, was, on the 5th of January 1800, 15, 586, 50 4l. 

“That the net produce of the taxes impoſed: ſince the 5th of 
January 1793, amounted in the year ending the 5th of January 
1800, to 8, 20 5, 290l. | 

« And that the total net produce of the permanent taxes, on the - 
5th of January 1800, amounted to 23,791,794]. 

„VIII. That the total official value of all imports into Great 
Britain, in the year ending the 5th of January 1793, was 
19,659,3581.; and on an average of fix years, ending the 5th of 
January 1793, was 18,685,399]. | : 

That the total official value of all imports, in FA year ending 
the 5th of January. 1800, was 29,945, 808l.; and on an average 
of fix years, ending the 5th-of January 18 00, was 24,505,1251. 

„IX. That the total official value of Britiſh produce and ma- 
nufactures exported, in the year ending the 5th of January 1793, 
was 18,336,8511. ; and on an average of fix years, ending the 
5th of January 1793, was 14,77 1,409]. a 

„That the total official value of Britiſh produce and manufac- | 
tures exported in the year ending the 5th of January 1800, was 
24,084,0881, ; and on an average of fix years, ng the 5th of 
January 1800, was 18,804, 2544. 

NX. That the total official value of foreign merchandize ex- 
ported from Great Britain in the year ending the 5th of January 
1793, was 6,563,3461. ; and on an average of fix years, ending 


the 5thof January 1793, was 5,409,014l. 
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That the total official value of foreign merchandize exported _ 


in the year ending the 5th of January 1800, was 11,906,608], ; 
and on an average of fix years, ending the 5th of January 1800, 
was 11,677, 38 1l. 
« XI. That the total ſum to be raiſed in Great Britain in the 
year 1800 may be eſtimated as follows, viz. 
*« Intereſt of public-funded debt, charges of ma- 
nagement and finking fund, on the 5th-of January 
£800, after deduQing the nn gs by Ire- 
ESL Snot Sacco. œ•ͤẽmʒ d te 4. 19,327,702 
<« Intereſt, &c. to be i nl paid between 
the 5th of January 1800, and the 5th of January 
1801, on ſtock created by loans in the preſent ſeſſion 


962,850 


to the amount of 18, 500, ot. 
© Intereſt on exchequer bills, eſtimated to be the 
ſame as paid in the year ending the 5th of Jan. 18900 1,021,626 
. 2 3898, ooo 
« Other charges on the conſolidated fund, eſti- 
mated to be the ſame as in the year ending the 5th of 
January 1800- +++ eee cede eee ence ———ͤ— 0 239,297 
4 Civil government of Scotland, ' penſions on re- 
venue, militia and deſerters warrants, and bounties 
for promoting fiſheries, &c. eſtimated as before - 647,183 
Charges of management of the revenue, eſti. 
fie wg 1,607,543 
Eſtimated charges of collecting income tax 150, ooo 
“ Supplies voted for 1800, exclufive of vote of 
credit, 1799 -++eeoeeee eco YES #029 4 8 35,680,552 
« Advance to Ireland J/%/ͤͤ ͤ 2,000,000 
Vote of credit for probable contingencies + - . 1,400,000 
*« Intereſt payable for imperial loans 497 735 


1. 64,438, 488 
„XII. That it appears by the report of a Com- 
mittee of this Houſe in 1791, that the actual expen- 
diture of the peace eſtabliſhment (including the an- 
nual million for the ſinking fund) was on an average 
of five years, ending the 5th of January 1791 - - . 16,816,985 
© That the additional charge incurred -by debt 
created fince 1793, excluſive * intereſt payable by 
Ireland, 69225 5 0 „ 
4 That the additional * 0 to ke incurred * 
increaſed amount of exchequer bills outſtanding, is 55,000 


8,582,395 


95 
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% That the additional charge to be incurred for 
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intereſt of navy debt is 5.6 6:06 qo 00059000 C. 150, ooo 
« That the additional charge incurred on the con- 

ſolidated fund is „ „% %% 131,650 
« That the additional charge incurred for a ſum 

annually voted for redemption of debt is * 200,000 


That the additional charge on 18,000 ſeamen, 

the number employed in the laſt peace, from augmen- 

tation of pay, addition to their provifions, and in- 

creaſed price of naval ſtores, cannot be eſtimated at | 

leſs than « ++ » ee ce ceo e 22 . 351,009 
« That the additional pay to the army, on the 

fame number as in the laſt peace, deduQting ſtoppages, 


exnnot be lefs than coco oc con concoccoccco I 70,000 
“That the increaſed charge of half. pay and Chel- | 
ſea, cannot be eſtimated at leſs than . 130,000 


% That the increaſed charges of the ordnance, 
calculated on the numbers in the laſt peace, cannot 
be eſtimated at leſs than  ERSS 00S 07 0 49,500 

« And that the future peace eſtabliſhment (exclu- 
five of any charges to be incurred by intereſt on ſums 
to be paid on winding up the expences of the war, 
excluſive of any augmentation in the naval or mili- . 
tary eſtabliſhments beyond the laſt peace; and ex- 
cluſive of 497, oool. intereſt due by the Emperor of 
Germany, and guaranteed by Parliament), cannot be 
ds ar bas. oo JJ ĩ 26,636,530 
XIII. That the groſs produce of the tax on income for the 
year'ending the 5th of April 1800 (exclufive of voluntary contri- 
butions); did nor exceed the ſum of 5, 801, 624. 

« XIV. That the amount of 3 per cent. ſtock (of which the 
intereſt is to be defrayed, and the principal to be redeemed by the 
tax upon income) created in the year 1798, was 16,000,000. ; 
in the year 1799, 19,250,000l.; and in the year 1800, 
21,195,000]. ; making a total amount to be redeemed by the tax 
on income, of 56, 445, oool. 

XV. That ſuppoſing the war to end with the preſent year, 
the net -annual produce of the tax on income to be 6,000,0001, 
and the 3 per cents. to be, on an average, at 80, the ſum of 
56,445,000. together with the intereſt thereon, would not be re- 
deemed until the beginning of the year 1810 ; and that the proba- 
ble annual expenditure during the firſt nine years of peace (ex- 
clulive of any charges to be incurred for ſums to be paid on winding 
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up the expences of the war, or any increaſe in the naval or military 
eſtabliſhments, beyond the laſt peace), cannot be eſtimated at leſs than 
32,600,0001.” 

Mr. Chancellor PETT obferved, that as far as the reſolutions 
went, they appeared to him to be correct; but having ſome ad- 
ditional reſolutions to propoſe, he wiſhed that the debate ſhould 
he adjourned till Thurſday, on which day he could bring them 
forward. , 

The debate was accordingly adjourned. 

Sir F. BURDETT JONES roſe to poſtpone his motion rela- 
ti ve to the priſon in Cold Bath Fields till Wedneſday next. He 
expected to receive fome further information in the mean time, 
which, added to the circumſtance of an honourable friend of his 
having requeſted that he would bring forward his motion that 
evening, induced him to defer it. 

- Mr. Chancellor PITT. —< What is the nature of the motion 
of which the honourable Baronet has given notice ? ” 

Sir F. B. JONES.—< I mean to move for an inquiry.” 
Mr. W. DUN DAs faw no neceſſity for delay. The inquiry 
was in itſelf not at all neceſſary. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, that if the object genuinely in view 
was a public inquiry for public good, that object would be ſubſtan- 
tially attained by diſcuſſion in that Houſe. The honourable Paronet, 
whoſe motives were, he believed, perfectly worthy of a member of 
Parliament, could hardly wiſh to irritate and goad the public mind; 
and yet ſuch were likely to be the effeAs of repeatedly agitating a 
ſubject in which paſſion was ſo likely, for the moment at leaſt, to 
prevail over reaſon. -T hoſe, therefore, whoſe real object was to direct 
the attention of Government to the ſtate of the jail in Cold Bath 
Fields, would ſurely be ſatisfied with the diſcuſſion in that Houſe. 
No grounds had been laid for the interference of Parliament. If 
the facts ſtated by the honourable Baronet and his friends were ge- 
nuine to any extent—were ſuch eſpecially as to require. that Go- 
vernment ſhould, by the exertion of its executive power, make an 
alteration in the ſyſtem of the jail, gentlemen might aſſure them- 


ſelves that Government would pay every proper attention to the 


ſubject. This too was the wiſer. courſe. Only Government could 


give inſtructions to the magiſtrates with effect, and it would have no 
objection to do ſo whenever it perceived the neeeſſity of interference. 


Hence the propriety of referring all complaints to Government in 
the firſt inſtance ; and if the honourable Baronet would refer all 
perſons complaining to him to Government, ſhould Government not 
nquire into the cauſes of complaint, and remove the grievances, if 
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any exiſted, the honourable Baronet might ultimately apply to the 
Houſe, and ſuch an application could not fail to be received with 
all the attention due to its importance. It would be extremely 
impolitic, did the Houſe take up ſuch matters in the firſt inſtance. 
It would be inconſiſtent with its functions to aſſume that which was 
properly the office of the Executive Goverriment, and reſolve itſelf 
into a Board of Police, inſtead of looking forward to the ſalutary 
operations of Government, or waiting to be reſorted to in the laſt 
inſtance. The delay propoſed by the honourable Baronet appeared 
ill-judged ; for the Houſe would on Wedneſday be within forty- 
eight hours of finiſhing all the public buſineſs. But as in the ad- 
vanced ſtate of the ſeſſion the inquiry was not practicable, he ſub- 
mitted to the honourable Baronet, whether the better way would 
not be to defer the motion for the preſent altogether. 

Sir F. B. JONES ſaid, that as he differed in opinion from the 
right honourable gentleman, he muſt perſiſt in his intention of 
bringing forward the motion for an inquiry. 

Mr. TIERNEY thought that, as the Houſe had entered on a 
ſimilar inquiry laſt ſeſſion, the principle of a direct interference in 
the government of the. jail was recognized ; and there being, in his 
mind, a ſtrong caſe laid, he muſt think an inquiry neceſſary. He 
withed, however, his honourable friend would bring forward his 
motion to-morrow ; to which Sir Francis agreed. 


1 9 — —_— —{ —— —_ — 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


' Tueſday, Fuly 22. 


The Houſe reſolved into a Committee upon the Inſanity Bill, 
Lord WALSINGHAM in the chair, 

The LORD CHANCELLOR propoſed two additional clauſey 
by way of amendment to the bill. After adverting generally to the 
great and various danger to be apprehended. from inſane perſons 
when ſuffered to go at large, and without the leaſt reſtraint, and ob- 
ſerving that nothing in the bill appeared to him-effeQually to re- 
medy this evil, his Lordſhip ſtated, that the object of the firſt clauſe 
was to render individuals, apprehended on ſuſpicion of labouring 
under the dangerous and dreadful malady in queſtion, amenable to 
ſummary juſtice ; arid thereby more effeQually to provide for the 
public ſecurity. It was propoſed by, the clauſe, to prevent ſuch in- 
dividuals from being bailed in any circumſtances, . without the con- 
currence of one of thoſe magiſtrates who committed him, except by | 


\ 
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the Judges, or at the Quarter Seſſions of the Peace. The clauſe 
being read which went to enact the above, 

Earl STANHOPE roſe and complained of the propoſed regula- 
tion as ſevere and oppreſſive. He wiſhed the noble Lord to ſtate, 
whether he meant, that ſuppoſing four magiſtrates, before whom 
ſuch individual ſhould be brought for bail, ſhould concur in the 
propriety of admitting him, the proceeding ſhould be illegal, ex- 
cept the individual magiſtrate who committed him ſignified his 

| conſent. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR obſerved, that ſuch was cer- 
tainly the preſent object of this clauſe. . ; 

His Royal Highneſs the Duke of CLARENCE, without wiſh- 
ing to give an expreſs opinion upon the amendment, roſe to vindi- 
cate the general character of the magiſtracy of this country, who, 
he aſſerted, were incapable of the groſs impropriety of conduct 
which a noble Earl ſeemed to have in contemplation. 

The Lox D CHANCELLOR and Earl STANHOPE ſpoke ſeverally 
in explanation; after which the queſtion on the clauſe was put 
and carried, and the clauſe was ordered to ſtand as part of the 
bill, 

The LORD CHANCELLOR faid, that the ſecond clauſe pro- 
ceeded on a principle ſimilar to the firſt, namely, public ſecurity 
but more eſpecially with a reference to the perſonal ſafety of the 
Sovereign. It was well known, that perſons labouring under this de- 

plorable calamity had an unaccountable propenſity to intrude tnem- 

ſelves into the reſidence of His Majeſty, No leſs than four inſtances 
of this kind, more or leſs alarming, had occurred fince the affair of 
Hadfield. One inſtance was particularly of this deſcription, and 
within the knowledge of the illuſtrious perſonage . then preſent. 
However, as much as poſſible to remedy this evil, the clauſe he 
ſhould propoſe would go to authorize the Scoretiry, or ſome other 
high officer of ſtate, to apprehend and detain perſons of that de- 
ſeription found in ſuch ſuſpicious circumſtances, and to cauſe a 
Committee of Inquiry to take place ; and in caſe the individuals 
ſhould be found really inſane, to take the moſt effectual ſteps for 
ſecuring him. 

The clauſe was agreed to, and inſerted ; and the bill paſſed the 
Committee. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR left the woolfack, * having 
the Executory Deviſes bill in his hand, as it had been ſent up from 
the Commons with amendments, explained to the Houſe the hiſ- 
tory of the progreſs of the bill, and the nature of the amendments 
made to it in the Commons. His — ſaid, it was not a bill 
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that had been precipitated through Parliament in any manner, ſince 
it had been introduced into that Houſe early in the ſeſſion, then 
printed for the inſpection of their Lordſhips, the Members of the 
other Houſe and the public, and no further ſtep taken reſpecting it 
for ſome months. He had thought it neceſſary to confult the 
Judges, and deſire their examination of the bill, and their opinion 
upon it. He had received from ſome of them ſeveral ſuggeſtions 
fit to be attended to, and had amended the bill accordingly, * He 
had then ſent copies of the bill to each of the moſt eminent convey- 
ancers, had requeſted them to look over it with attention, to conſi- 
der it with care, and to favour him with their general opinion of its 
proviſions. In conſequenee of their advice, he had changed the 
language and expreſſion of it, and put it chiefly into conveyancing 
terms, in which form it was ſent down to the Houſe of Commons. 
That in that Houſe a learned friend of his, to whom the conduct 
of the bill had been entruſted, had thought it right to take out all the 
conveyancing terms, and put it into plain Engliſh and plain lan- 
guage, ſo as to render it perfectly clear, explicit, and intelligible to 
every capacity. His Lordſhip explained, that neceſſarily, from the 
nature of the tenure of landed eſtates, fo different from thoſe of 
landed eſtates in this country, it did not extend to real or freehold 


eſtates in Scotland, but only went to perſonal eſtates and perſonal 


property in that part of the kingdom. To his learned friend, the 
Maſter of the Rolls, he had communicated all the ſuggeſtions of the 
Judges and the conveyancers to whom he had ſubmitted the bill, 
and it had paſſed the Commons with ſome amendments, but, 
with a few exceptions, with general approbation. He therefore 
moved, «© That the bill, with its amendments, be agreed oc” "2 
paſſed nemine atffentiente. - 


— 


— 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tueſday, Fuly 22. 


Mr. BRAGGE brought up the report from the Committee of 
Supply, of the reſolution granting to His Majeſty the ſum of 

1,400,000). to enable His Majeſty to fulfil his engagements with 
the Emperor and other powers, &c. as exigencies may require z 
which was agreed to. 

Mr, Chancellor PITT brought up the report from the Com- 
mittee appointed to examine a plan for enlarging the Houſe of 
Commons for the accommodation of the members of the United 
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Parliament. The report ſtated, that the Committee had inſpected 
the Houſe, and, together with Mr. Wyatt, the architect, had agreed 

upon a plan which they ſubmitted to the Houſe ; it further ſtated, 
that conſiderable advantages might be gained by improving the 
communications ; and offercd the ſame for the conſideration of the 
Houſe, with a recommendation to ſubmit the ſaid plan to His Ma. 
jeſty for his moſt gracious approbation.— Ordered to be laid on the 
table. 
Mr. ROSE moved the order of the day for the Houſe to go into 
a Committee on the bill for granting to His Majeſty a certain ſum 
out of the conſolidated fund for the ſervice of the year 1800. He 
then moved an inſtruction to the Committee, that they ſhould be 
enabled to receive a clauſe of approbation ; which was agreed to, 
and the Flouſe went into a Committee, in which the clauſe, &c. 
was adopted, and it was propoſed to fill up the blank with 
5, 200, oool. 

Mr. ROBSON ſaid, that he ſtrongly objected to a charge 
brought upon the country by the ſum of 1 50,0001. which he ſaw 
was to be given to the Emperor of Germany as an indemnification 
for the loſs of his magazines, ſtores, &. This demand he con- 
fidered as one of the moſt extravagant and extraordinary that could 
poſſibly be made. He did not ſee what claim could poſſibly be 
wade by the Emperor, as he loſt them by the fortune of war ; for 
which riſk he was already paid, and for which conſideration he 
ran the hazard of the war. By this grant, he faid, a precedent 
would be eſtabliſhed that would leave no end to our grants; and 
it would be impoſſible to check any account ſubje to ſuch contin- 
gent calls. He felt himſelf called upon to ſay at leaſt ſo much, 
when he ſaw another grant of 5 oo, ooo guineas going out of the 
country, at a time when taxes were high, and when diſtreſs was fo 
general that the people could ſcarcely ſuſtain the weight of them. 
Under ſuch conſiderations, he could not fit ſtill and vote away in 
ſuch a manner the public money. The effect of ſuch precedents 
would be, that next ſeſſion we ſhould have tails to all the public 
accounts that were delivered into the Houſe. He wiſhed to know 

when the treaty with Ruſſia would end. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that there was but one grant of that 
deſcription which the honourable gentleman gave ; that was the 
grant of 150,0001. to the Emperor of Germany. The Committee 
would then judge, whether His Majeſty was at liberty to ſhew his 
generoſity to the Emperor under the diſaſtrous events of Stochach; 
and whether they would feel CR to ratify the grant made under 
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ſuch circumſtances. As to the treaty with Ruſſia, it would end 
when the Ruſſians were gone. 

Mr. JONES faid, that to be juſt before we were generous, did 
certainly apply here ; but were the Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
ſtate, that thoſe expences were likely to decreaſe, it would be ſome 
ſatisfaction. The ſhort and long of the buſineſs, ſaid Mr. Jones, 
is this, that the loan to the Emperor is no more than a ranſom for 
Vienna, and will fall inta the hands of Bonaparte. 

The blank was then filled up with the ſum of 5,200,000). and 
the bill paſſed the Committee. The Houſe was reſumed, and the 
report ordered to be received to-morrow. | 

Mr. ROSE moved the order of the day on the amended bill for 
preventing unlawful combinations of workmen ; which was, that it 
ſhould be read a third time. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, that on a full and ma- 
ture conſideration of the bill, he had to object to a clauſe which was 


in its nature highly exceptionable. The clauſe was that which 


went to eſtabliſ a, ſummary mode for ſettling all diſputes that 
may ariſe between maſters and workmen reſpecting wages, and that 
their work ſhould be ſettled by arbitration, or reference of ſuch mat- 
ter or matters in diſpute ; that ſuch award ſhould be final and con- 
eluſive, but that in caſe of the arbitrators not being able to agree, and 
come to an award in the ſpace of three days, then that the diſpute 


ſhould be referred to one of His Majeſty's juſtices of the peace, 


whoſe award ſhall be final and concluſive.” To this clauſe he ob- 
jected, as its obvious tendency was to fix the wages; and the ad- 
juſtment was a mere pretence, maſking that very purpoſe. The ob- 
ject of the clauſe in reality was, to ſettle and adjuſt wages, and not 
ſuch differences as may ariſe on the contraQ itſelf. As ſuch, no 


gentleman would imagine that a bill begua for one purpoſe, ſhould. 


embrace another that never could be its aim. On a reference, the 
workman may name an impreper perſon that a maſter would be 
obliged to meet, — this would be a fort of Solicitor General in that 
trade, who would no doubt be paid and indemnified for his labour 
and genius. It was further provided, that in cafe they did not 
agree, the parties could go before a juſtice. This muſt be highly 
embarraſſing to a maſter in buſineſs who may employ a great num- 
ber of hands; and ſo numerous may the diſputes happen to be, 4 
he could have little time left for his manufactory, as he may bo 
called upon to attend at one time a number of arbitrators from this 
vexatious clauſe, which would prove an engine of vexation, and 
completely ſubje& the maſters to their workmen. For theſe rea- 
ſons he would move that the whole clauſe ſhould be omitted. 
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Colonel GASCOYNE ſaid, it was extraordinary that the 
right honourable gentleman ſhould have delayed his objections to 
the laſt ſtage of the bill. The bill was one month in its courſe; 
it was before a moſt reſpectable Select Committee, delayed from 
day to day at the inſtance of the right honourable gentleman, and 
not one ſyllable objected by him againſt it until now : and the very 
clauſe itfelf, ſo objectionable in his opinion, was copied verbatim 
from an act of this ſeſſion, “the Cotton Manufacturers act,“ a cir- 
cumſtance that the right honourable gentleman, with all his legal 
abilities, did not ſeem aware of. Had he met with this oppoſition 
in the Committee, he ſhould have been better prepared for it, as he 
ſuſpected the right honourable gentleman had his objeQions from cer- 
tain individuals in trade, who had a large intereſt in giving the bill 
this oppoſition. The intereſts of thoſe gentlemen would certainly 
be hurt, inaſmuch as thoſe mulcts and fines derived to them from 
certain neglects of duty, &c. would be done away by the clauſe now 
propoſed to be omitted, and hence their objections. It was admitted 
by all, that a ſummary mode of proceeding was neceflary ; this 
clauſe would produce that effect, and would reconcile tradeſmen to 
the other parts of the bill, and to all the amendments of the right 
honourable .gentleman, which were on account of this clauſe ad- 
| mitted. Their minds were reconciled by this clauſe, which before 
wert much irritated againſt the bill; and he would aſk, whether it 
were not better to let the bill paſs, than give provocation by rejeQ- 
ing the only ſecurity that the workmen had for the good behaviour of 
maſters towards them? Combinations were as frequent amongſt 
maſters as journeymen, as having an oppoſite intereſt ; and, on that 
conſideration, ſomething fhould be thrown. into the ſcale of the lat- 
ter. Without that clauſe, the bill would not be worth accepting, 
and he could not colle& from the arguments of the Attorney Ge- 
neral any reaſon for omitting it; nor could he conceive why the 
workman would not chooſe a reſpeQable perſon, as an arbitrator for 
his differences ; did he do otherwiſe, it muſt carry his cauſe (in caſe 
of a diſagreement in the arbitration) before the juſtice with a conſi- 
derable degree of prejudice, ſuch as men are naturally ſubject to; 
for theſe reaſons he would oppoſe the omiſſion of the clauſe, as it 
was that which was. moſt likely to prevent combination. 

Mr. DENT wiſhed chat they would try the experiment, by let- 
ting the bill paſs for one ſeſſion, as the Attorney General had not 
ated hjs arguments earlier, which would have been fairer, and more 
conſiſtent with that candour for which he was ſo remarkable. He 
reſcued the workmen from any imputation of ſelecting improper 
perſons to aqjuſt their * with the maſters; ; and ſaid, that they 
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ould not be led to chooſe bad or improper perſons for that purpoſe, 
as there was as much order and decency in the lower as in the 
higher claſſes of ſociety. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he did not wiſh to trouble the. 
Houſe at preſent with any obſervations on the clauſe in queſtion, 
which certainly was liable to objeRions, and which admitted, to a 


large extent, the conſtruQion which his right honourable friend bad 


put upon it. He thought it beſt, however, to conſider it, and would. 
move to adjourn the debate until to-morrow, for the purpoſe of ob= 
taining fuller information on the ſubjeR.” 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, the Attorney General's was the moſt 
extraordinary propoſal he had ever heard. In the laſt ſtage of a 
bill a right honourable gentleman propoſes to take away a clauſe 
in which the-whole virtue of the bill confiſts ; and, after he has 
been completely refuted, his right honourable friend, the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, riſes to move that the debate be adjourned 
till he ſhall have time to deviſe new arguments.” This clauſe, 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, was copied almoſt verbatim from an act which 
had paſſed laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, for the regulation of the cotton 
manufaQories, and contained nothing but what was juſt, reaſonable, 
and politic. He muſt hear very different arguments before he, 
would conſent to the debate being put off a ſingle hour. 

The Sorieirox GENERAL ſhortly argued againſt the clauſe, 
and in favour of adjourning the debate. 


The Houſe then divided upon Mr, Pitt's motion, when. there 


appeared—Ayes, 31 ; Noes, 14. Majority, 17. 
Sir FRANCIS BURDETT JONES roſe to move. for an in- 


quiry into the economy of the Houſe of CorreQion in Cold Bath Fields. 


He began by ſaying, that he had thought it would not have been 
neceſſary for him to take up one minute of the time of the Houſe 
the papers which had been laid before them contained ſuch various, 
ſtrong, and incontrovertible proofs that the groſſeſt abuſes had been 
committed, and as every one teſtified an eager deſire to have the 
affair ſifted to the bottom. From ſome converſations, however, 
which he had lately had, he had become leſs confident, He was 
told, that unleſs a very ſtrong caſe of abuſe was made out; unleſs it. 
could be proved that the magiſtrates had ſhewn backwardneſs to re- 
dreſs the grievances which were complained of to them, and that 


applications to the inferior courts would be ineffectual, it would be 
improper for the Houſe of Commons to interfere. . Even theſe gen- 
tlemen, however, he hoped to convince of the neceſſity of immediate 


Interference. - The exiſtence. of numerous and flagrant abuſes was 
clexly demonſtrated by the papers ly ing on the table, as was like» 
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wiſe the negligence and miſconduQt of the magiſtrates. The bo- 
nourable Baronet here read over ſeveral of theſe papers, and com. 

mented upon their conterits. It was ſtated, he ſaid, in the repon 
of the grand jury, that the priſoners had not bedding enough for the 
ſummer ſeaſon : what then muſt be the wretchneſs of their ſitua. 

tion in winter, ſhut up in a cold damp cell, without even a fire. 
place? To this abode of miſery were many ſent before they. were 
convicted, and even ſome not charged with a crime. The caſe of 
Mary Rich was too fhocking to be deſcribed. From the unparal. 

leled barbarity of her keepers, ſhe had even become incapable of 
the purpoſe for which ſhe was confined, and was unable to give evi. 

dence againſt the man who had attempted to raviſh her. The man. 
ner in which theſe proceedings were juſtified added to their enor. 
mity. She lay naked, becauſe her only rug had been taken to cover 
a woman in labour. She was ſtated to be a worthleſs girl, and to 
have faid to a nurſe, that ſhe never would have complained if the 
gentleman had given her the money he had promiſed. But was 
this nurſe to be believed, who was one of the double allowance pri. 
ſeners whom the governor uſed well that he might maltreat the reſt 
with impunity ? and even though the poor child was really unprin- 
cipled, was this any excuſe for the barbarities ſhe had experienced? 
She was poor, und her parents in extreme indigence. So, poverty was 
\ a reaſon for infliQing cruelty upon the perſon it weighed down, and 
it was praiſe-worthy to add to its evils! The juſtices concluded 
+ their report by ſaying, that upon the whole Mary Rich appeared to 
them to have been properly treated during her confinement. Did 
not this circumſtance afford a damning proof of the negligence and 
inſenſibility of the magiſtrates? Such was the profligacy, ſuch the 
wagt of feeling and the ſycophaney of the jail committee, that 
(ſuseking to relate) twelve magiſtrates had been found venal enough 
to return a verdict, that Mary Rich, a proſecutrix as ſhe was, and 
and not a criminal, had been duly and properly treated. Nay, they 
had proſtituted themſelves to the loweſt abyſs of infamy. They 
had, like the inhabitants of Sodom, gloried in their ſhame, and 
_ endeavoured to extract an apology for their miſcondua, their ne- 
gligence, and delinquency, out of the poverty of the parents. 
This was heaping the meaſure of their crime till the cup ran over; 
it was the completion of injuſtice. A ſcene of iniquity hardly to 
be paralleled was declared by twelve magiſtrates to be innocent, 
and not to attach the ſmalleſt blame to its author. They had ex- 
amined Mr. Aris; but was he the proper perſon to examine con- 
cerning his own atrocities, or the felony committed by his ſon? 
Why did th ey not examine the perſon from whom the ſilk handker 
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chief was ſtolen by the latter, and thoſe who were eager to give evi- 
dence of ſimilar abuſes? However, ſince they were of opinion, 
that there was nothing wrong in the caſe of Mary Rich, it was 
probable they would even declare the conduct of the governor and 
his ſon to be immaculate. There certainly attached the higheſt degree 
of eulpability to the conduct of the jail committee, Nay, to ſuch 
a degree did their negligence extend, that they diſregarded even the 
explicit charges of the body of magiſtrates in general, who had ex- 
preſsly pointed out certain articles of grievance, which the Committee 
afterwards thought proper to ſcout. He regretted exceedingly, that 
the ſecond report of the traverſe jury had not been laid before the 
Houſe, as it contained ſeveral facts of the greateſt importance; and 
he regretted this the more as he now found that it might have been 
called for, the greateſt regard being had to regularity and form. 
He could prove, that, notwithſtanding what had been ſaid to the 
contrary, it had been ſent in a regular manner, directed to Wil- 
liam Mainwaring, Eſq. chairman of the quarter ſeſſions for the 
eunty of Middleſex. 
The allowing was a copy of the 1 which incloſed it :— 


SIR, July 12, 1800. 
In conſequence of ſome remarks in the Houſe of Commons, concerning 
our inſpection of the Cold Bath Fields priſon, the heads of which we - 
preſented to you in open court, on Thurſday the 5th of June laſt, accom. 
panied with verbal remarks on the ſtate of that priſon, by our foreman, 
who alſo informed you and the court that the jury would at any time 
attend the priſon committee, to explain more fally to them the condi. 

tion of the priſoners, as we had not time to draw upa full preſentment : 
therefore we take the liberty of preſenting a full report of our inſpec. 
tions; a copy of which we have preſented to the grand and traverſe 

Juries of the preſent ſeſſions, for Middleſex, held at Clerkenwell Seen. 


W. Dickie, Foreman Robert Scott, 

W. Watſon, Thomas Mc Alpine, 
W. Dobſon, John Thomas, 

John Lloyd, John Beale, 


To William Mainwaring, E/q. Chairman 
of the Seffions, Clerkenwell Green. 
And delivered for him (he not being preſent) to. the deputy clerk of - 
the peace, at the Seſſions Houſe, in open court, on Monday, July 14th, 
1800, by Mr. Bea'e. ; 


The firſt report was extremely defective, as many of the pri- 
ſoners who were in the moſt deplorable condition had been kept out 
of view. He ſhould ſtate a few circumſtances, every one of which 
he could verify by the moſt incontrovertible evidence, and which 
would ſhe to what an extent the jury had been deceived, and what 
loud call there was for the interference of that Houſe, A man of 
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che name of George Hart died upon the 3d of June; and, though 
he muft have been in the priſon when the jury viſited it, he never 
was produced to them. Another unfortunate man, named Cheneay, 

died on the 1 4th July, and proof was repeatedly offered that he 
had been ſtarved to death, and as often rejected. Luke Earley 
expired on the 1 5th, and a packed jury was ſworn to return their 
verdict to the coroner, before whom no other evidence was called 
than that of the ſurgeon and his mate. Davis, one of the priſoners, 
Had been afked, whether if he were brought before the jury, he 
could fay any thing as to the cauſe of the man's death? and upon 
his replying, that he knew he' had been ſtarved, the governor had 
him rejected. Since the verdict had been given, application had 
been made to the coroner who took the inqueſt, in order that there 
might be a ſecorid inquiry; what the conſequence of that applica. 
tion had been, he did not know ; he believed a decifive anſwer was 
to be given in the courſe of this day. Surely, after what he had 
| Rated, no one would ſay there were not juſt grounds of ſuſpicion; 
he had no heſitation in ſaying, the committee of magiſtrates had 
moſt ſcandalouſly miſconduQted themſelves, and that the whole of 
their proceedings called for the interference of the Houſe. He 
hoped to make it as clear that the Houſe ſhould interfere without 
delay. The courts below were pointed out as the proper places to 
be applied to. How could a man whole laſt ſhilling had been ex- 
torted from him, who ſmarted beneath cruel oppreſſion, and who 
treinbled for oppreſſion till more cruel, who was perfectly un- 
known, (for one might eaſily be murdered there without the world 
being acquainted with the foul crime), and who had no way of in- 
forming his friends of his ſufferings, apply to a court of juſtice for 
redreſs? Theſe poor wretches were ſo completely in the power of 
the jailer, that they dared not to complain. Nay, various inſtances 
had occurred in which the'rigour of confinement had terrified them 
to have recourſe to ſuicide, It was true, that the priſon poſſeſſed 
an infirmary ; but the inſtitution was perverted from its proper atm 
and object, and was acceſſible only to ſuch as could afford to pay 
for it. In proof of this aſſertion, he mſtanced a variety of caſes, 
which tended to ſhew that much venality, 2 and extortion, 
had obtained a footing in the ceonomy of the jail. At Hick's- 
Hall (faid Sir Francis) the Monday before laſt, when Mr. Dickie, 
the foreman of the traverſe jury, and Mr. Beale, one of his col- 
leagues, were preſent, a man of the name of James Williams, who 
had been diſcharged. from the priſon the night before, came in, and 
told the juſtices, that the man who died the day before had to his 
certain knowledge been ſtarved to death, and that many pining for 
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want were conceaied in the remote cells. As he was going 


away, the jailor's clerk ran behind him, put his hands into his 


pockets, and tried to rifle him of his papers. He was carried 


back, and then Aris and the clerk actually robbed him of theſe 


documents. The jury repreſented to the court, that it was 
their duty to protect him; but their worſhips paid little attention. 
Upon the repreſentation, 33 of Mr. Agar, a barriſter, they 
returned him all the papers except one, which was a letter of great 
conſequence : that was retained by Mr. Robinſon, one of the juſtices. 
Was there ever a more nefarious proceeding? Did not this prove 
that applications to the magiſtrates would be perfectly ineffectual, 
and that it was impoſſible for the wretched priſoners to convey 
their complaints to a higher tribunal? But, though they had the 
means of applying (as they have not), the inferior courts were quite 
inadequate to correct the abuſes I complain of: they take cogni- 
zance of particulars, not of generals; they can redreſs the griev- 
ances of a fingle individual, but they can in no way redreſs thoſe 
of the public. A great, an enormous, an unſpeakable public griev- 
ance exiſts, and it can only be removed by the interference of this 
Houſe.” Sir Francis ſaid, he had only given a few out of many 
inſtances of abuſe which he could have mentioned ; theſe he ſhould 
prove at the bar, if an opportunity ſhould be afforded him, by the 
authority of many, beſides the inmates of the priſon—by the autho- 
rity of magiſtrates and others, of the greateſt reſpectability. Several 
magiſtrates, it would appear, had complained, though the priſon 
committee turned a deaf ear to their complaints. The Houſe 
ſtood in a moſt delicate predicament :—one of the arguments for 
imothering all inquiry he knew to be, that it would be a libel upon 
the -Houſe of Commons, if, after what had happened, the governor 
ſhould be found guilty. - He did not demand redreſs for individuals, 
but he demanded a vindication of the rights of the community. 
He hoped that, when abuſes of this nature had come to this enor- 
mous height, the Houſe would ſhew that, whatever differences 
might exiſt on political ſubjects, all were unanimouſly reſolved to 
protect the injured, to reſcue the wretched from oppreſſion, and to 
ſhew that cruelty was not to be inflited with impunity, even on the 
loweſt and moſt profligate. 

Sir Francis concluded by moving, “That this Houſe do to- 
morrow reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to 
28 the ſtate and management of the priſon of Cold Bath 

ields.“ | 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL ſaid, that however he might 


diſapprove of the motion of the hopourable Baronet, he hoped that 
Vol. XII. 3 
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conſiderable good would be produced by this diſcuſſion. He could, 

however, by no means approve of the Houſe of Commons interfer. 
ing in what was properly the province of the Executive Government, 
and departing from the law regulating the management of priſons 
and places of confinement, which had been the reſult of the wiſdom 
of ages. The particular inſtances of improper conduct adduced by 
the honourable Baronet could not fail to be lamented by every gen- 
tleman. But there is a remedy provided by the law. If a man 
dies in prifon, the coroner has power to fit upon his body, that the 
cauſe of his death may be the better aſcertained. His jury muſt 
always be choſen, one-half from among the priſoners, who, having 
means of being acquainted with the treatment of the perſon who has 
died, and the circumſtances attending his death, will be the better 
able to determine whether his death was occafioned by improper 
treatment in the priſon, or from natural cauſes. In the very caſe of 
Hart, which the honourable Baronet had ſtated, a coroner's jury, ſo 
choſen, was held upon the body and it appeared to this jury, fo 
conſtituted, that the man had been ill ever fince he came into the 
prifon ; that he was of a ſcrophulous habit; that he had been on a 
milk diet ; that he had indulged in lying almoſt conſtantly in bed, 
which had increaſed his diſorders ; and that thoſe things were the 
true cauſes of his death. I mention this, rather to ſhew that the 
ſime caſe may be very differently ſtated, and that abſolute and im- 
plicit credit is not to be given to high-coloured repreſentations made 
for particular ends, than to prove that the Houſe ſhould not inter- 
fere. The ſame remark may be made on the other caſes adduced. 

If the gaoler's ſon really ſtole the filk handkerchief, and if he was 
guilty of felony, the regular method of proceeding was to indict him 
for that felony ; but upon all that has been ſtated in this caſe, I do 
not know that any real act of criminality has been committed in this 
inſtance, Certainly it is the duty of the Executive Government, 
in caſes where complaints are made againſt the condu of thoſe 
to whom the management and ſuperintendance of priſons are in- 
truſted, to inquire into theſe complaints, and if they find them juſily 
made, to direct proſecutions to be entered againſt ſuch perſons ; in- 
deed, I cannot ſee that there can be any other ifſue to an inquiry, 
were it granted by this Houſe ; and if the complaints had been 
made to the Executive Government, this iſſue would have reſulted 
without troubling the Houſe. If the Executive Government had 
refuſed to do this, then there would have been ſome ground for in- 
quiry. The honourable Baronet had ſtated ſome offences of the 
higheſt nature to have been committed by the keeper of this priſon. 

But if ſuch offences have been committed, if any priſoner has been 
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ſtarved to death, as alleged, the perſons who have done this are 
really guilty of murder, and the proper way of proceeding againſt 
them is to indi them for the murder. But I muſt think, that, 
however fair may be the intentions of the foreman of the traverſe 
jury, he has adopted a very intemperate and injudicious line of con- 
duct. Inſtead of making repreſentations to the committee of 
magiſtrates, he ought to have laid the fads which he had alleged 
before the grand jury, as grounds of criminal indictment, and the 
opportunity ſtill remains for him to adopt this regular mode of pro- 
ceeding. If the conduQt of the magiſtrates has been culpable, then 
it is in the power of the Executive Government to direct the law 
officers of the Crown to proſecute them in another manner, before 
the Court of King's Bench ; and if the charges againſt them are 
proved, that Court will, by a power adequate to the purpoſe, and 
which has been exerted in other inſtances, puniſh them, either by 
ſtriking them off the liſt of magiſtrates, or in ſome other legal way. 
If, then, the law has provided other means of redreſs for the griev- 
ances complained of, if they can be diſcuſſed with more calmneſs in 
another place, and if it is foreign to the peculiar buſineſs of the 
Houſe of Commons to interfere in ſach cafes, I hope that this will 
be ſufficient to juſtify the rejection of the preſent motion. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that in his opinion his honourable 
friend, the worthy Baronet, had made out a clear and inſurmount- 
able caſe in ſupport of his motion; and he had not heard a ſingle 
word of argument advanced againſt it by the right honourable and 
learned gentleman who had juſt ſat down. He has faid, that 
much good will ariſe from the diſcuſſion ; but he calls the Houſe to 
aſſume, that the Executive Government will in future have infor- 
mation which hitherto they have not taken care to obtain, and that 
the law officers of the Crown will a& upon information upon which 
they hitherto have not ated. The learned gentleman has alſo faid 


that theſe: grievances can be, with more propriety, and with greater 


calmneſs, diſcuſſed elſewhere than in the Houſe: of Commons - by 
His Majeſty's Miniſters, who ſeem hitherto not to have diſcuſſed 
them at all. — He has ſaid, that the Houſe ſhould be eautious of 
interfering with laws, which are the reſult of the wiſdom of ages; 
but he has forgotten that the ſpecies of confinement in this priſon is 
new in this country.; that it is ſolitary confinement. Beſides, 


does he not by ſuch arguments libel the proceedings of the Houfe of 


Commons in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament ? The worthy Baronet 

then brought forward ſimilar ſtatements to what he has done this 

night; he juſtly and with reaſon expected that it ſhould have been 

left to him to make the motion for inquiry — In his abſence, how- 
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ever, and without his knowledge, a right honourable gentleman op. 
pofite (Mr. Dundas) moved, without ſtating any grounds, that a 
Committee ſhould be appointed to inquire into the ſtate of this pri- 
ſon. The motion was agreed to, the / Committee was appointed, 
it met, made ſome inquiries, and finally gave in a report upon the 
ſubject. What will be the inference from the Houſe following 

this line of conduct then, and refuſing on this learned eee $ 
principles to accede to the preſent motion ? It muſt be this, that 
when caſes of murder, of theft, of inhumanity, of cruelty, of bruta- 
lity, are ſtated and offered to be proved, then it is not worthy of the 


dignity of the Houſe to interfere or make inquiries; but if no griev- 


ance is ſtated, if no evil is complained of, if no crime is alleged, 
then it is not unworthy of the Houſe to examine and inquire. The 
report of the Committee of the Houſe which inquired into this ſub. 
ject laſt year allowed that none of the regulations had been ſtrictly 
adhered to; but it concluded, at the ſame time, with high encomium 
on the priſon in general, as to its utility and advantages. But were 
not this Committee deceived ? I think it would be no difficult 
matter to prove that they were egregiouſly duped, and miſled in 
their opinions and concluſions. From their report it appears, that 
two juſtices were appointed, under the name of the viſiting juſtices, 
to viſit this priſon twice a week, to inſpect into the manner in 
which the priſoners were treated, and to report their obſervations, 
Theſe viſiting juſtices were afterwards ſuperſeded by a committee 
of juſtices, called the priſon committee. Did theſe juſtices either 
viſit regularly, as appointed, or did they report? They did nei- 
ther. And when they did viſit, care was taken to keep out of their 
fight many miſcrable wretches, whoſe ſufferings had they witriefſed, 
they could not have overlooked. It appears from the report of the 
Committee of the Houſe, that the priſon committee in general did 
nothing more than meet in the committee-room and examine,— 
whom? — the very perſons from whom they could leaſt expect any 
impartial accounts whether or not the priſoners were properly taken 
care of, the gaoler, the doctor, and the parſon. That the firſt queſ- 
tion they put was to the gaoler : Are the priſoners properly fed ? 
Are they kept clean, and as comfortable as their ſtate of confinement 
will admit :—“ Certainly,” anſwers the gaoler, „every thing is 
ney managed ; the priſoners are remarkably well taken care 
of.” That the ſecond queſtion they put was to the doctor: Is the 
health of the priſoners properly attended to, and when fick are the 
proper medicines adminiſtered ?—** Certainly,” anſwered the 


doctor. That the third queſtion they put was to the parſon: Are 
the ſpiritual concerns of the priſoners properly attended to? — 
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« Certainly,” again, is the anſwer, That thus, inſtead of calling 
the priſoners themſelves, to ſtate what was their treatment, whether 
or not they had any grounds of complaints, they called only thoſe 
perſons who, ſuppoſing grievances to exiſt, could not ſpeak the truth 
without criminating themſelves, © Yet the Committee of the Houſe: 
of Commons paſs over this conduct without cenſure. The next 
duty of the priſon committee was to make a code of laws for the 
management of the priſon, and have this code printed and hung up 


in proper places of the priſon, that the priſoners might be able to 


judge, by comparing their treatment with this code, whether they 
had cauſe of complaint, The Committee of the Houſe inquired if 
this had been done. The anſwer was, No ; that a code of laws had 
indeed been drawn up, and had been printed, but not in ſuch a form 
as to make it poſſible for it to be hung upin the priſon. Other per- 
ſons, out of the priſon, might have it ; but from the fight of the 
priſoners, for whoſe benefit it was intended, it was entirely kept 
back. This ſtill went without the cenſure of the committee. A 


third regulation for the management of the priſon was, that the 


gaoler ſhould keep a journal of every thing that occurred, and lay 
it before the priſon committee. Had he done this? He confeſſed 
that he had not for ſeveral months. He was aſked, © Why ?” He 
faid nothing had occurred. He was reminded of ſome very remark- 
able circumſtances which had occurred in the priſon during that 
time, He then confeſſed his neglect. Some ſmall blame was im- 
puted to it by the Committee of the Houſe, but there it reſted. 
He was aſked if ever he had requeſted the loan of money from the 
priſoners. He had never aſked it, but had received in fome inſtances 
{mall loans, which he afterwards repaid. With this anſwer the 
Committee were ſatisfied ; but if now the Houſe will conſent to enter 
into an inquiry, I will pledge myſelf to prove, that no comfort or 
convenience could be procuted without a bribe to the gaoler ; that 
even the infirmary was ſhut to the ſick who had not money to pur- 
chaſe their admittance into it. To the eternal diſgrace of the juſ- 
tice of this country, this man, Aris, after all theſe acts of crimina- 
lity, continues in the exerciſe of his office.” 

Mr. Sheridan then proceeded to advert upon ſome of the e faQts 
ſtated by Sir Francis Burdett Jones; of the gaoler's borrowing money 
from the priſoners by means of intimidation ; his ill uſage of thoſe 
who had none to lend ; his refuſal, without money, to allow the 
ſick to have the benefit of the ſick ward; and his procuring the 
liberty of many perſons upon falſe pretences, who were able to gra- 
tity his avarice. All this had been proved to the Committee, and 
chat by his honourable friend, againſt whoſe former humane inter- 
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ference the foul flanders of that very gaoler (whoſe charaQer 
he had juſt deſcribed) had been ſo far attended to by the Secretary 
of State, as to have him prevented in future from viſiting any of the 
_ priſons. A learned gentleman had ſaid, that the priſoners. might 
apply to the King's Bench. How was it poſlible, even had they the 
regular means of ſuch an application, that priſoners could convey 
their complaints againſt a man who was their head gaoler, and who 
had three of his ſons for his turnkeys? The very attempt might 
draw upon them worſe treatment than they had experienced 
before. Mr. Sheridan next adverted to the cafe of Cheneau, and 
read the following letter from James Williams, deſeribing the me- 
lancholy caſe of that unfortunate man, as well as the ſevere treat- 
ment to which he himſelf was expoſed: 


[Commoxs, 


Sir, The firſt of my being committed to the New Honfe of Correction, 
in Cola Bath Fields, was on Wedneſday the 11th of June, 1800, to the 
14th of July, being 33 days. From the 11th to the 23d of June, I had 
no other ſupport than bread and water; three days after I tell fick, and 
could not eat bread and water; I defired the turnkey to ſend me the doc. 
tor, but he never did: there were ten of us ready to faint aw ay in the 

ard; we made application to the turnkey to ſpeak to the governor, to 

et us have ſome broth; but he would not let us have any for a weck 
after, until we were almoſt dying tor want; but 12 days before the ſeſ- 
ſions we were ſerved with a little broth every other day. One Cheneau 
was a priſoner with me in the ſame yard for 16 days, and had no ſupport 
but the ſame as I had, bread and water; about eight days before the 
ſeſſions he fell ill, and told me his illneſs was for want of food; he ſaid, 
bis inſide was quite periſned, and told the turnkeys his ſtarving ficuation ; 
they ſaid, they could not help it, there was no more allowed in that y. ard 
but bene and water. He told the turnkey to ſend the doctor, but he did 
net come for three or four days after, until he was too far gohe : we told 
the doctor's man that Cheneau was dying ;, but he faid he would lie in 
bed half a year if he would let him; however, on the 12th of July, hz 
was admitted in the fick ward, but he dicd next day, 18th July, at night. 
Mr. Khyn was priſoner at the ſame time, and was two months hens. be- 
fore me, and he had no allowance but bread and water; he was hardly 
able to craww! about the yard, and no perſon was permitted to ſee him. 
July 21, 1800. (Signed) JAMES WILLIAVs. 


Would not the Houſe interfere in a caſe of this black nature, or 
if they refuſed, muſt they not ſeem not only to neglect their duty, 
| but to make a common cauſe with Aris? Mr. S. added a cireum- 
ſtance which he ſaid he learned from undoubted authority ; that 


Aris in the court of juſtices, and before them, ſaid, with a malig- 


nant ſneer, to the foreman of the traverſe jury (who was remarking 
ſomething reſpecting the improper management of the priſon), [ 
wiſh I had you there.” If theſe things were ſo, it was the duty of 
the Houſe of Commons to interfere. Miniſters muſt have the 
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feelings of other men; they muſt be ſhocked ; and though the 
Houſe were to do nothing, he did not doubt that ſome good would 
reſult from this diſcuſſion. But no remedy could be effeQual with- 
out repealing the law which gave ſuch power of inflicting miſery, 
and without making new regulations as to ſclitary confinement, 
He could not hold expreſſing his ſurpriſe at the whole of the con- 


duct of the following gentlemen in this buſineſs, who compoſe the 
Committee of ſuſtices : 


Colonel WILLIA Mus in the Chair; 
Wm. Mainwaring, Eſq. Thomas Bennett, Clerk, 


Fred, Matthew, Eſq. Milliogton Buckley, Clerk, 

John Bond, Eſq. James Hebert, Eſq. 

Hammond Crofle, Eſq. W. Marmaduke Scllon, Eſq. and 
Wm. Bleamire, Eſq. Wrm. Spencer, Eſq. 


David Dean, Eſq. 


It was melancholy to obſerve their inſenſibility to the ſufferings of 
the unhappy wretches whoſe caſes had been laid before them ; and 
he could not conceive how they could: juſtify themſelves in ſending 
in, as a report of a grand and traverſe jury, what they knew never 
to have been the report of thoſe juries, Mr. Sheridan then read 
the report of the viſiting committee on the caſe of Mary Rich, on 
which he commented in very ſtrong terms. It was admitted, that 
for a long time ſhe had no other food every other day, but bread 
and water; during which time ſhe was living in a ſtone cell, with 
one blanket : but the Committee of Magiſtrates entered into an 
inquiry into the ſtate in which this poor girl lived at home, and 
gave à long ſtatement of the poverty of her father and mother, in 
order to prove that ſhe muſt have lived better in a ſtone cell, upon 
bread and water, than ſhe did at home. Upon the whole, theſe 
gentlemen concluded their report with ſtating, that they thought the 
treatment this poor girl had met with was perfectly proper. He 
ſhould be aſhamed to take up the time of the Houſe in comment- 
Ing upon this document ; there certainly could be but one feeling 
upon it, among men of honour and humanity. After what had 
been ſtated, would it be any longer ſaid in that Houſe, that the poor 
wretched priſoners could apply for redreſs to the magiſtrates ? He 
was ſure that the gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons laſt year, 
who were upon the Committee appointed to inquire into the ſtate 
of this priſon, muſt feel that they had been impoſed upon, and re- 
gret that they had made ſuch a report to the Houſe, Ever fince 
this man had been governor of the priſon, the ſame ſpecies of miſ- 
conduct and tyranny had been going on; but ſtill, both the Com- 
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mittee and the Houſe were deceived, and the report ſtated, that 
there was no room for any reprehenſion of the conduct of the priſon, 
The Houſe muſt now be ſenſible that they had been impoſed upon, 
and whatever might be the mode adopted by them, whether a dire& 
inquiry, or an addreſs to His Majeſty, they muſt be convinced that 
no mode of inquiry could have any effeQual weight without the con- 
currence and approbation of Parliament. 

Mr. W. DUNDAS, as Chairman of the Committee of the 
' Houſe of Commons, who made a viſitation to the priſon in Cold 
Bath Fields, recapitulated the proceedings of that Committee, and 
argued, that from every appearance in the priſon at that time, it 
ſeemed a place well conducted, and in every reſpe& healthy and 
convenient. It might be true, that very improper treatment 
had taken place in the caſe of Mary Rich; and the report of the 
Committee of Magiſtrates reſpecting that caſe, he would fully ad- 
mit, could not be too ſeverely reprobated. But admitting thoſe 
two propoſitions, it did not follow that they were ſuch as to render 
a parliamentary inquiry neceſſary in the firſt inſtance. It was not 
his intention, however, to trouble the Houſe in arguing this point, 
after what had been already ſaid by an honourable and learned 
friend near him (the Attorney General). He had merely riſen to 
anſwer the obſervations that had been made in reference to himſelf 
and the Committee appointed laſt ſeſſions to inquire into the ſtate of 
the priſon in queſtion. When he moved for the appointment of 
that Committee, he did fo, not in the abſence, as had been ſtated, 
but in the preſence of the honourable Baronet oppoſite to him; and 
it was perfectly in his recolleQion, that that gentleman thanked him 
for the motion. The Committee had fat for three weeks, had ad- 
journed to the priſon, where, inſtead of being ſatisfied with the ac- 
counts alone of the governor and others who had the management of 
the priſon, they examined a number of the priſoners individually, 28 
to the exiſtence of any ground of complaint; and after a laborious 
inquiry, they laid before the Houſe a report exactly conformable to 
the information they had been able to obtain. That report ſtated, 
that the regulations had not been hung up for the inſpection of the 
priſoners ; that no journal had been kept for three months ; and 
that it appeared the governor had, in two inftances, borrowed money 
from the priſoners. Theſe facts were alſo reported to the magi- 
ſtrates, who thanked the Committee for the communication, and 
aſſured them that proper means ſhould be taken to prevent any 
ground of complaint in future. Thus much he had thought It 
neceflary to obſerve, in vindication of the Committee. As to the 
complaints now brought forward, he conceived they were of 2 na- 
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it ture which certainly required. that ſome effeQual ſteps ſhould/ be 
wh taken to prevent their recurrence, But he ſuppoſed, that after what 
n, had already paſted on the ſubject, the honourable gentleman oppo- 
& fire muſt be ſatisfied that his honourable friends near him would 
Wat loſe no time in adopting the neceſſary meaſure for that purpoſe, 
Ne without any interference on the part of the Houſe. 

Mr. SHERIDAN repeated, that the Committee had been 
the groſsly deceived ; at all events, it was their duty, inſtead of com- 
old municating to the magiſtrates, to have made their report to that 
ind | Houſe. They had juſtified the conduct of the priſon, though they 


had found it to be abſurd and wicked in many reſpects. 

Mr. MARTIN ſaid, that the perſon who deviſed theſe ſolitary | 
cells (the late Mr. Howard) was certainly one of the worthieſt men 
that had ever exiſted.” But if he had been one of the worſt, he could 
not have ſuggeſted a puniſhment of a more cruel and miſchievous de- 
ſcription, He would not pretend to judge what was the ſtate of 
other men's nerves ; but with reſpect to himſelf, he was convinced: 
that ſolitary confinement in ſuch a cell for one month only would 
reduce him to a ſtate in which he would be fit for no other place 
than a cell during the remainder of his life. This kind of puniſh- 
ment he held to be inconſiſtent with the conſtitution of the country, 
and he hoped to live to ſee it completely aboliſhed. He was happy 
that, if this could not be immediately expected, there was reafon to 
conclude, from the impreſſion which the facts now before the Houſe 
ſeemed to make on the gentlemen over the way, that ſome modifi- 
cation would take place which would alleviate the horrors of ſuch a 
ſituation, He fat down with expreſſing his ſincereſt thanks to the 
worthy Baronet on the bench below * for bringing the ſubject 
before the Houſe. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that the ſubject had been ſo fully diſ- 
cuſſed that he would not occupy much of the time of the Houſe. 
There was, however, one point to which he wiſhed to call their at- 
tention: — All that appeared of the proceedings of Parliament upon 
this ſubject was the report of the Committee; but after the fats 
which had come out with reſpect to the conduct of the magiſtrates, 
the Houſe could not wiſh that report to remain without ſome con- 
tradiction. He was willing to give the Committee of laſt year 
credit for their motives; but he could not help thinking that they 
had been a little haſty in drawing up! the report. Gentlemen ſeemed 
diſpoſed to reſiſt the propoſed inquiry, on account of the lateneſs of 
the ſeflion ; he would propoſe, as a medium, That the preſent mo- 
tion ſhould be withdrawn, and an humble addreſs voted to His Ma- 
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jeſty, praying that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to order an inquiry 
into the ſtate of the priſon in Cold Bath Fields. 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T did not concur with the honourable gen- 
tleman in thinking that the ſtep which he recommended was neceſ- 
fary, on the ground on which he had propoſed it ; for he believed 
that the report of the Commintce of laſt year was correct at the 
time it was made. Although, from the nature of the ſubject they 
were diſcuſſing, he was inclined to think that many of the ſtate- 
ments which had been made were exaggerated, and ſome of them 
liable to doubt ; yet he was ready to admit, that there was much 
- ſubjeR for diſapprobation, and which ought to have called for dif- 
ferent conduct in the magiſtrates. But theſe circumſtances were of 
a different date from thoſe which came under the obſervation of the 
the Committee laſt year. All the facts ſtated to the Houſe now 
might be true, even to the extent which had been ſtated, (though he 
thought there had been more eloquence uſed upon the ſubject than 
from its nature it called for,) and yet every word of the report of the 
Committee of laſt year might be true: he therefore only objeQed to 
the meaſure propoſed by the honourable gentleman, on the ground 
on which he propoſed it; but he was ready to admit that ground 
had been laid before the Houſe to juſtify ſuch an addreſs, though he 
hoped it would not be wanting, becauſe there could be no doubt 
but that the feelings of Government would have led them to inter- 
fere on the occaſion. He would therefore concur in the motion for 
the addreſs, if the honourable Baronet would withdraw his motion, 
If the honourable Baronet would not withdraw his motion, he 
ſhould certainly give it his decided oppolition. 
Sir F. B. JONES faid, his only aim in bringing forward this 
buſineſs was to promote public juſtice, and to rectify the abuſes 
which appeared to have crept into the management of this priſon. 
He ſhould not therefore object to accede to the propoſal of his ho- 
nourable friend, hoping that it would lead to the correction of the 
evils of which he had complained. With the leave of the Houſe, 


Sir Francis agreed to withdraw his motion; and to ſubſtitute, in 
the room of it, That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Ma- 


jeſty, praying that His Majeſty would be pleaſed to give directions 
to cauſe an inquiry to be made into the ſtate and management of the 
priſon in Cold Bath Fields.”— Sir Francis added, that he ſhould at 
the ſame time think it proper, with a view of preventing the poſſi- 
bility of fimilar abuſes in future, to bring forward ſome propoſition 

on the ſubject in an early period of next ſeſſion. _ 
The motion for the addreſs was put and carried, and ordered to 
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be preſented by fuch members as were of His Majeſty s moſt ho- 
nourable Privy Council. 


6 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Wedneſday, Fuly 23. 


Lord GREN VILLE, by His Majeſty's command, delivered to 
the Houſe a meſſage from His Majeſty ; and the ſame was read 
by the Lord Chancellor, as follows : 


GEORGE R. 


His Majeſty taking notice that the ſeveral chambers at Meſsi- 
minſter, now allotted for the meeting of the Houſe of Lords, and for 
carrying on the buſineſs theresf, and which are at preſent very confined 
and inconvenient, will be totally inſufficient for the uſe of the Houſe after 
the Union ſhall have taken place, has directed, that temporary accom- 
m:dations for the uſe of the Houſe of Lords of the united Parliament 
ſhall be provided in the Court of Requeſts, and in the adjacent buildings; 


and His Majeſty has directed the plans for this purpoſe ta be communis 
cated to this Houſe. G. R. 


And-the ſame being read by the clerk, ordered, that the ſaid 
meſſage be referred to a Committee of all the Lords preſent this 
ſeſſion, to meet where, and when, and as often as they pleaſe. 

Lord GRENVILLE moved an humble addreſs, thanking His 
Majeſty for his moſt gracious communication. —Agreed to nemine 
diſſentiente. 

Lord GREN VILLE then ſtated, that the office of Chairman of 
the Committees (both public and private) was an office that required 
great ability, great induſtry, and a perfect knowledge of parlia- 
mentary forms, and the rules of proceeding ; and that no noble 
Lord could be found who poſſeſſed a larger ſhare of thoſe qualifica- 
tions than the noble Lord who now, ſo highly to his own credit, and 
ſo much to the advantage of the Houſe and the Public, held that 
office, the duties of which he diſcharged with ſingular diligence, cor- 
rectneſs, and propriety. He moved therefore, and it was 

Reſolved, That this Houſe will, at the commencement of every 
_ proceed to nominate a Chairman of Committees of this 

oule, 


Reſolved, That ſuch Lord that ſhall be fo nominated do take the 


| chair in all Committees of the whole Houſe, and in all Committees 


upon private bills, unlefs where it ſhall have been otherwiſe directed 
by this Houſe.” 
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Olrdered, That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, 
to defire that His Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to make ſuch 
annual allowance to the Chairman of the Committees of this Houſe 
as His Majeſty ſhall think fit. 

Ordered, That the ſaid addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty by 
the Lords with white ſtaves. 

Ordered, nem. diſſen. That the Lord Walſingham do take the 
chair as Chairman of the Committees of this Houſe' for the re- 
mainder of this ſeſſion. 

Lord WALSINGHAM roſe and faid : :* My Lords, however 
I may be embarraſſed in addreſſing your Lordſhips upon a queſtion 
in which I may appear to have a perſonal intereſt, I truſt your 
Lordſhips will permit me to expreſs a few ſentiments which my 
mind ſuggeſts to me upon the occaſion which is now before you. 

« And firſt, my Lords, I beg leave to return my beſt thanks 
to my noble friend for the very obliging, but, I fear, unmerited en- 
comiums which he has been pleaſed to paſs upon me, and to the 
Houſe for the flattering and unanimous appointment which they 
have ſo handſomely conferred upon me, 


Ot the meaſure, allow me to ſay, that whoever undertakes the 
truſt which the Houſe is pleaſed thus to repoſe in him, undertakes 


no light or trivial concern. If we conſider the weight of property 
of which we have already cognizance in theſe Committees, and that 
of which we ſhall now have cognizance, we ſhall agree that we are 
all deeply intercſted in paying-as much attention to this part of our 
public duty as to any other, and the Houſe judge wiſely (if I may 


be permitted to ſay ſo) in providing that one and the ſame perſon 


ſhall be conſtantly. and permanently in the chair, whoſe more im- 
mediate duty it ſhall be to take care that theſe bills proceed upon 
- one ſettled and uniform principle, that no innovation ſhall be made 


upon the long-eſtabliſhed uſage and practice of Parliament, and that 


the property of individuals ſhall be improved without injury to the 
lic. 

« My Lords, if it is true, and, without vanity, I may ſay, I really 
believe it is ſo, (for it is no merit of mine, ) that theſe bills are now 
paſſed in a way which gives general fatisfaRion to the public, it is 
owing to tlie conſtant and ready attendance which is given by your 
Lordſhips in theſe Committees, inſomuch that I verily believe not 
a fingle day has been loſt in the courſe of this ſeſſion for want of 
attendance ; and I look forward with confidence to a continuation 
of the ſupport which I have conſtantly and uniformly met with from 
p many of your Lordſhips, upon whoſe wiſdom and experience 1 
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know I may ſafely rely, in preference to my own frail and fallible 
judgment. . 

« My Lords, I ſhould alſo obſerve how much we are indebted 
to the noble and learned Lord on the woolſack for the able and 


ready aſſiſtance which we derive from him; and though it is un- 


doubtedly his duty to give information to thoſe who aſk for it, eir- 
cumſtanced as I am, yet the manner of his doing it is ſuch as to 
command my deepeſt and moſt ſincere gratitude. 

« As to myſelf, my Lords, it will be the object of my life to de- 
ſerve the confidence and protection of the Houſe, and it will give me 
the greateſt ſatisfaction if by any induſtry or attention of mine (which 
is all I have to give) I can be inſtrumental in ſettling theſe bills, 
with a view as well to the private and local benefit of thoſe who 
ſolicit them, as to the general intereſt which the public may have 
in chem.“ 


The report of the Inſanity Bill was brought up; and the clauſes 


moved yeſterday by the Lord Chancellor being taken into con- 


ſideration, 
Lord STANHOPE objected at ſome length to that which re- 


lated to the bailing of inſane perſons committed on ſuſpicion of their 
intending to do miſchief. - To alleviate in ſome meaſure the evils 


which were to be apprehended from veſting in the committing ma- 


giſtrate the power of preventing admiſſion to bail in the firſt n 
he would propoſe four amendments on the elauſe: 

Provided always, That any perſon who ſhall be ſo committed; 
ſhall and may, during the time of ſuch commitment, be at full 
liberty to apply to any perſon or perſons for medical aſſiſtance and 
advice, at his or her will-and plcaſure, and to ſee ſuch perſon or 
perſons. 

„Provided alſo, That any perſon who ſhall be ſo committed, 
ſhall and may, during the time of ſuch commitment, be at full 
liberty to apply to any perſon or perſons for legal aſſiſtance and ad- 
vice, at his or her will and pieature, and to ſee ſuch perſon or per- 
ons in private. 


“Provided alſo, That any perſon who ſhall be ſo committed, 


ſhall not be debarred pen, ink, and paper, nor the liberty of in- | 


forming his relations or friends of his commitment. 
Provided alfo, That any perſon who ſhall be fo committed, 
ſhall be at liberty to apply to, and be brought before any one of the 


Judges of any of His Majeſty's Courts at Weſtminſter which he or 


the ſhall think fit, in order to be admitted to bail.” | 
On the firſt amendment being put, 
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9 PARLIAMENTARY (Lond. 
The LORD CHANCELLOR obſerved, that there was nothing 


in the clauſe which he propoſed to prevent the priſoner from rcceiy- 
ing all the advantages which the noble Lord intended to ſecure to 
- him by the amendments he had now moved. At preſent he con- 
ccived there was nothing to prevent medical and legal aſſiſtance 
from being adminiſtered to an infane perſon detained in cuſtody, nor 
were his friends denied acceſs to him: and as to the proviſion re- 
ſpecting the admitting him to bail, it was already included in the 
Clauſe objected to. He would therefore object to the amendments, 
as they ſeemed to him to be completely unneceſſary. 

The Houſe having divided on the firſt amendment, the Contents 
were 1, and the Non Contents I 1. | 

Lord STANHOPE then declined preſſing the other three. 

The order of the day being read for the Houſe to go into a Com- 
mittee on the Flour Company Bill, and for the Lords to be ſum- 
moned, and for hearing counſel for and againſt the ſame, 

Lord W ALSINGHAM took his feat at the table, and counſel were 
called to the bar. 


Mr. Fackſm was proceeding to open his argument in ſupport of 
the petition of the bakers againſt the clauſes of the bill, when 
Mr. Garraw apologiſed for interrupting his learned friend for a 
few minutes; but he had a complaint to tate, reſpecting a groſs miſ- 
repreſentation of what he had the honour of ſtating to their Lord- 
ſhips upon the ſubject of the preſent bill a few days fince. In a 
morning paper of yeſterday | The Times], in a report of what was 
ſuppoſed to have paſſed in debate laſt Monday, the following ſentence 
was put into Earl Stanhope's mouth: He could not help taking 
notice of the expreſſion which had been made uſe of by Mr. Gar- 
row, the counſel, in ſupport of the bill; an expreſſion which he 
would not have dared to utter in any other place, becauſe it would 
have juſtly ſubjected him to a proſecution. This man, without 
calling a ſingle witneſs, and without a ſhadow of proof, had the au- 
dacity to ſay, that the millers who petitioned againſt the bill were a 
ſet of raſcals.” Mr. Garrow ſaid, he could confidently appeal to 
the recollection of the Houſe, and to the noble Earl himſelf, whe- 
ther he had adted in a manner fo indecent to the Houſe, ſo unwar- 
rantable with reſpe to the petitioners, or ſo unbecoming himſelf, as 
to hold ſuch language ; and alſo, whether the noble Lord had, in 
his ſpeech upon the bill, ſaid any thing like the animadverſion and 
charge againſt him, which the words of the paragraph he had taken 
the liberty of reading to their Lordſhips imported? But the writer, 
it ſeems, had not ſufficiently gratified his malicious intentions to- 
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wards him by the inſcrtion of the libel of which he had juſt eom- 
plained ; but in the very next paper, that of this day, under the 
pretence of correcting his ſtatement, had publiſhed an erratum in the 
following, words: „ In our report of Lord Stanhope's ſpeechz in 
yeſterday's paper, the third ſentence ſhould be as follows: The 
counſel, when pleading at the bar in ſupport of the bill, ſpoke of 
the millers as if he conſidered them little better than raſcals.” 
This, Mr. Garrow ſaid, was an additional falſe and ſeandalous libel 
upon him, tending evidently to injure his character, and hold him 
out to the public in an odious point of view. It was well known, 
he ſaid, that ſome of the perſons engaged in newſpapers were con- 
cerned in the oppoſition to the bill; and one of them in par- 
ticular, who was the proprietor of The Morning Chronicle, had 
a material intereſt at ſtake, which he conceived (whether juſtly 
or not was no conſideration for him to diſcuſs) would be ſeverely 
affected if the, bill paſſed into a law. It was natural for him to 
look to ſuch papers, to ſee if any attack or animadverſion was made 
on what paſſed reſpecting the bill at the bar of that Houſe ; but in 
thoſe papers he ſaw no ſuch ribaldry or nonſenſe as that he com- 
plained of, no perſonality or invective. Mr. Garrow ſaid, it was 
well known that their Lordſhips, on all occafions, in a manner 
highly becoming the dignity of ſo auguſt an aſſembly, protected 
witneſſes called to their bar, as was the caſe in every court of juſtice. 
He truſted, therefore, that they would alſo have the goodneſs to ex- 
tend the benefit of their protection to counſel alſo, whoſe duty it be- 
came to argue at their bar in ſupport of the intereſts of their clients; 
as without that proteCtion being extended to them, it would be im- 
poſſible for gentlemen of the profeſſion to which he had the honour - 
to belong to come to their Lordſhips' bar, and diſcharge their duty 
in fafety. He had therefore, with great deference and humility, to 
ſubmit himſelf to the candour of the Houſe, begging pardon for 
having intruded much longer than he intended ; and to hope, not 
only on account of his own individual feelings, but on much higher 
ground, viz.. for the preſervation of the privileges of their Lord- 
ſhips as a Houſe of Parliament, that they would take him under thee 
protection. 


The LORD CHANCELLOR moved that the counſel db 
withdraw. 

His Lordſhip then ſaid, it was undoubtedly as the learned. eounſel 
had ſtated, that every court of juſtice in Weſtminſter Hall, and elſe+ 
where, did conſider the counſel who pleaded before them as under 
their protection; and if a ſimilar freedom had been taken with any 
gentleman at the bar for having — his profeſſional duty ir in 


— 
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any of thoſe courts, it would have been conſidered as a high con- 


- eurred wich Mr. Garrow, and conſidered it as irrelative. 


-terapt of court, and have been ſeverely puniſhed. His Lordſhip 
ſaid, he had the pleaſure to have been acquainted with Mr. Gar- 
roy for many years, and knew him to be not only a man of great 


profeſſional talents, of ſound judgment, and acute diſcernment, but 


ol great candaur and liberality. He never knew him to obtrude 


beyond the ſtrict line of his duty, or to preſs upon a witneſs indif- 
creetly and harſhly ; but, on the contrary, he had himſelf witneſſed 
his forbearance, on motives of conſideration and humanity, in caſes 
where men of leſs candour might have. preſſed their examination of 
a witneſs in ſuch a manner as to occation a good deal of diſtreſs and 
pain to his feclings. In the preſent inſtance, his Lordſhip ſaid, he 
had not a moment's heſitation in declaring that Mr. Garrow was 
entitled to what he had requeſted, viz. to be taken under the pro- 
tection of the Houſe, and therefore he ſhould move, „That 


when the Houſe ſhould be reſumed, the chairman do report to the 


Houſe a ſtatement ot the complaint made by the gentleman at 
the bar.“ 

Earl STANHOPE faid, he not only believed himſelf that he 
had not uſed the expreſſions imputed to him in the printed paper, 
but had been aſſured by ſeveral noble members of the Houſe who 
Had heard him deliver his argument, as well as by ſeveral gentle- 
men who were not Members, but who alſo heard him, that he had 
not uſed: any ſuch expreſſions. Indeed the writer's having inſerted 
an erratum in order to correct his firſt ſtatement, implied a con- 
ſciouſneſs that he had miſconceived his expreſſions. 

The motion, That the chairman do report the complaint to 
the Houſe when it ſhall be reſumed,” was agreed to. 


Mr. Fackſon then proceeded to ſupport the petition of the bakers ; 


contending, that they would not only be materially injured in their 


property and buſineſs, but expoſed to utter ruin, if the clauſe au- 


thoriſing the company to manufacture 120,000 ſacks of wheat in 


every year, and make weekly any quantity of flour and meal - into 


bread .not- exceeding. to hundred ſacks, paſſed as it ſtood in 
the bi ß 


My: Garrow oeeafionally interrupted his learned friend ; 


hen Mr. Jackſon began to mention the quality of the bread —— 


by the Union Mills at Birmingham, Mr. Gartow appealed to the 


Committee whether they had any the ſlighteſt connection with an 
argument in that ſtage of the bill, upon its clauſes. 


The-Loxp CHANCELLOR and the Earl of LiverPOOL con- 
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Lord HOBART, on the contrary, obſerved, that great ſtreſs had 
been laid in debating the principle of the bill on the bread made 


by the Union Mills at Birmingham; it was, therefore, perfectly 


correct in the learned counſel for the bakers, to deſire to ſhew the 
Committee that the bread made by the Birmingham Mills was ſuch 
as would not find ſale, or gratify the taſte of the metropolis. 


Lord Hobart was ſupported in his opinion by the Earls of Weſt- 


morland and Stanhope. 


The Loxp CHANCELLOR moved a queſtion, © That the. | 
counſel ſhould be allowed to give evidence as to the quality of the 


bread made by the Union Mills at Birmingham.” 

As this queſtion was conſidered to have been moved by the noble 
and learned Lord with an intention on.the part of the ſupporters of 
the bill to negative it, it was ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by Lord Ho- 


BART, Lord WESTMORLAND, Lord STANHOPE, and Lord 


ROMNEx. 


At length the Committee divided, when Earl Stanhope and the 


Earl of Liverpool were the tellers, who could not agree as to their 
report of the numbers ; Lord Liverpool contending that the num- 


bers were :— Contents, 11; Non contents, 14. But Lord Stan- 


hope obſerving, that as the Biſhop of Lincoln had not his lawn 


ſleeves on, he ought not to be counted, and therefore his report of 


the numbers were: — Contents, 11; Non-contents, 13. 


A debate upon. this 2 was maintained with ſome ear- 
neſtneſs. 


The LORD .CHANCELLOR declared, that, in his opinion, 


a biſhop might vote either in his lawn ſleeves, or in his robes ; and 


in proof of it, his Lordſhip ſaid he had more than once ſeen 


Biſhops vote in a Committes of Privileges without their lawa 
ſlee ves. 


The Duke of CLARENCE ſaid, certainly it made no Aker 


ence as to the diviſion ; becauſe, without counting the Biſhop of 
Lincoln, the queſtion was negatived by a majority; but if there 


was any doubt,.that doubt ought to be ſettled. 
Lord HorazT, Lord SrAxHorE, Lord GUILFORD, and Lord 


WESTMORLAND, concurred in his opinion; and the latter noble 
Lord having appealed to the Biſhop, whether, in candour, he had | 


not better not be counted ? 


The Bisgor roſe to reply: but Earl Sraxhor declared that 3 
if the right reverend Prelate was incompetent to vote, he was in- 


competent to ſpeak, and moved, That the queſtion reſpecting the 


right of a Biſhop to vote without having his lawn a on, be 
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referred to a Committee of Privileges ; obſerving, that they could 
not proceed in the Committee any farther till the point was 
ſettled. 

The Loxp CHANCELLOR moved * that ſtrangers do with- 
draw ;”” and after they had been out about a quarter of an hour, 
the doors were again opened, and it was underſtood below the bar, 
that the motion for referring the queſtion reſpecting a Biſhop's 
right to vote was referred to a Committee of Privileges on Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. Fackſm then examined Mr. Andrew Wright the maſter of 
the Bakers' Company, and Mr. Loveland, as to the effe& they 
thought likely to reſult to their intereſts from the clauſe authorifing 
an] empowering the Flour Company to make two hundred ſacks of 
flour and meal into bread weekly. They anſwered, that it would 
materially affect their intereſts, as the company could clearly afford 
to underſell them in the ſtandard wheaten bread, which, as the law 
now ſtood, they were not allowed to make. Mr. Jackſon having 
finiſhed his argument, 

Mr. Adam appeared as counſel for the merchants of London, 
importers of foreign corn. He begged leave to ſtate, that as the 
Houſe had not made an order to hear the petitioners until the night 
before, the witneſſes whom it was his inſtructions to call to their 
Lordſhips bar were not appriſed in ſufficient time to be preſent this 
day. He ſubmitted to their Lordſhips, whether, under the circum- 
ſtance of the very ſhort notice which had been allowed the petition- 
ers, they would indulge him till next day; or whether he ſhould 
procced torthwith. 

The Earl of LIVERPOOL faid, that he could not poſſibly 
agree in poſtponing the matter. 

The Duke of CLARENCE begged to explain to the Houſe the 
peculiar circumſtance of this petition. "The merchants had ap- 
plied to him to preſent the petition, which accordingly he had done 
on Monday laſt ; but he had not adverted to that part of the prayer 
which related to their being heard by counſel and witneſſes at the 
bar; and an order was made only for the petition to lie on the 
able. It was not till laſt night that the miſtake was diſcovered, 
when the order for their attendance was put on the journals. He 
begged, therefore, to take the whole blame upon himſelf, and hoped 
that the petitioners would not ſuffer on account of his error. His 
Royal Highneſs concluded with moving, That the chairman do 
leave the chair. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR begged to do-juſtice to the il 
luſtrious perſon who had done the petitioners the honour to preſent 
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their petition. It was their fault in not informing his Royal High- 
neſs at the time, of the prayer of the petition ; and he had no heſi- 
tation in ſaying, that it was a trick to entrap the Houſe into delay. 
The Earl of GUILFORD faid, that the expreſſion made uſe of 
by the noble and learned Lord was not quite conſiſtent with the terms 
uſually applied to proceedings in that Houſe ; and really after the 
very liberal and handſome manner in which an illuſtrious perion had 
explained the circumſtance, he did not expect to hear that the peti- 
tioners againſt a bill which was to affect their property, if not to 
ruin it, and which had paſſed through many of its ſtages in a man- 
ner which might entitle him to throw back the ſame term that had 
been uſed on the other fide, were to be treated with this ſeverity, It 
was a bill in his mind of ſuch ſerious and grave importance, that 
he knew not huw their Lordſhips could, conſiſtently with the re- 
ſpe& which they owed to the country, proceed in it without hear- 
ing the evidence to be offered by the merchants of London. Their 
petition ſtated, that if this bill ſhould paſs into a law with certain 
clauſes which now ſtood in it, they could not venture to import 
corn, however urgent the neceſſity—and that foreign merchants 
would be equally afraid to conſign corn to tne London market. 
Were theſe trifling conſiderations? Was the adjournment for a 
fingle day a matter of ſuch importance as to deprive the Houſe of 
this information? Did the Houſe in their wiſdom conceive that 
they knew more about this matter than the merchants whoſe buſi- 
neſs it was, and to whom it was acknowledged this country owed 
the greateſt obligations? He called on their Lordſhips to pauſe ; 
and conjured them to reflect in time what might be the conſe- 


| quences of all this precipitancy, 


Lord WESTMORLAND joined with the Earl in preſſing 
on their Lordſhips' conſideration the decorum of proceeding with 
due and juſt deliberation on a ſubje where property to the amount 
of millions was at ſtake ; and he begged them to recollect what 
was the preciſe time of the year when this bill was brought into 
Parliament. If he could bring himſelf to uſe the ſame ſort of 
language which had been thrown out, he might perhaps ſtate cer- 
tain irregularities in the progrefs of this bill, which might entitle 
him to throw. back the aſperſion from whence it came. But he 
would content himſelf with ſaying that the bill had paſſed with only 
the ſwinging majority of one on the numbers preſent; and he would 
take the liberty to ſay, that though i it was competent. to the Houſe 
by its rules to call for proxies, yet on a bill of this nature, to vote 
away the property of individuals by proxy, (that is, by abſcnt perſons, 
who had not heard one word of the evidence, and who therefore 
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could not be ſuppoſed to underſtand the caſe,) it was not quite con- 
It would go forth 


fLoxps, 


hurry this meaſure through without hearing the witneſſes of the 


"merchants; and ſurely if noble Lords perſiſted, he muſt retort the 


charge which they had thrown out. 

The Earl of LIVERPOOL faid, he ſhould certainly perſevere 
in oppoſing all farther delay, and he muſt ſubmit to whatever cen- 
ſure the noble Lord ſhould think proper to throw on him. 

Earl STANHOPE faid, from-his own knowledge, that one mer- 
chant importer, capable of giving to the Houſe effential information 
on the ſubject, and who had attended for the-purpoſe of being called, 
underſtanding. he was not to be ſo, had left town for Liverpool. 
He was convinced that this was.the moſt important part of the 
We owed to the merchant importers that we had 
not this year been ſtarved. Paſt experience had ſhewn, that if the 
taſk of importation was again to be taken up by government, or by 
any body of men connected with government, moſt ſerious calamity 
might be apprehended. He had no doubt but that they had 
moſt eſſential evidence to produce. | 

Lord HOBART ſaid, that notwithſtanding any cenſure which 
might be applied to him or others by a noble and learned Lord, he 
muſt inſiſt upon it that the effects of this bill were miſchievous. If 
once paſſed, it could not be repealed for ten years without a breach 
of parliamentary faith ; on this account he begged the Houſe to 
pauſe, and thought it would act wiſely to poſtpone the farther con- 
This would cauſe 
a delay of but a few months, which could not materially injure 
thoſe who were intereſted in the paſſing of the bill, whilſt it would 
afford time to the petitioners againſt it to collect their evidence, and 


to the Houſe and the Public maturely to weigh the ry of the 


meaſure. 

The Houſe then divided on the motion that the Chairman do 
leave the chair—Noes, 13 ; Ayes, 9. - Majority 4. 

Counſel were then called in, and Mr. Adam was called upon 


to proceed. 


Mr. Adam then ſet forth the caſe of the merchant importers, and 
ſhewed argument, how this bill, by a ſingle clauſe in it, which left 
the new company free to lay up wheat, and bring it ont again to ſell 


manufactured, while they were protected from all loſs beyond the 


amount of their capital, would entirely deprive the nation of all 
the benefit of the corn laws. While ſuch a power was ereQed, no 
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other verſon - would hazard his fortune; and the whole would 
come into the hands of this company. By being called upon to 
go on this night, he had not the means of ſhewing to their Lord- 
ſhips all the influence which this would have in deterring other 
merchants from exerting themſelves to procure corn in a moment of 
ſcarcity, He muſt confine himſelf to the evidence of Mr. Claude 
Scott and Mr. Kingsford, already on the table. He contended that if 
the exiſting laws had been found inſufficient, or that the ſyſtem and 
the ratio at which wheat was made importable were wrong, it would 
be wiſe and becoming in- the Legiſlature to repeal or alter them ; 
but it ſurely was not wiſe nor prudent to do them away by a fide 
wind, which this bill would effeQually do. It would take from the 
merchant all confidence, all ſecurity, all rule in his dealings; and 
the fatal experience they had had in 1796, taught them how to 
eſtimate the danger of an equivocal dependence. 

Mr. Garrow then was heard in anſwer both to Mr. Adam and 
Mr. Jackſon, and in obſervation on the evidence adduced in ſupport 
of the Bakers' petition. He faid, that ſurely if the merchants of 
London were alarmed, they might at any hour have got evidence 
without aſking for delay; but the truth was, he believed, that there 
was nothing tremendous n the power which the clauſe referred to 
by his learned friend gave to the new company. They were to be 
permitted to manufacture 120,000 ſacks of flour, but not com- 
pelled ; and therefore they might ſtore up wheat, and-might even 
ſell tt again unmanufactured. This was a poſſible caſe, but was it 
at all likely? Their object was to manufacture, not to be dealers 
in wheat; but undoubtedly they might have occaſion, at times, to 
diſpoſe of it in its raw ſtate. They muſt have the power to get rid 
of it if it ſhould become muſty on their hands ; but he ſaw no 
terror to the corn merchants, or to the country, in the powers with 
which they were to be inveſted. He then obſerved on the evidence 
adduced by the bakers with regard to brown bread ; and faid that 
the permiſſion given to the company to bake it, could not poſſibly 
affect them who did not bake bread of that deſcription. N 

Counſel on both fides having withdrawn, 

Lord STANHOPE obſerved, that as it was the cuſtom of the 
Houſe to have the evidence given at their bar printed, and as part 
of this evidence had been printed, he ſhould move to have the re- 
mainder. This he thought could be done by Monday next; and 
as the Biſhop's vote would be then decided, they might runes with- 
out any farther delay. 


Lord LIVERPOOL faid, that ſuch a delay would be fatal to 
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the bill for the preſent ſeſſion ; nor was it by any means the cuſtom 
of that Houſe to have all the evidence given at the bar printed. 

The Duke of CLARENCE, was of opinion, that the evidence 
might be printed by to-morrow ; and conſidered that as no unrea- 
ſonable delay. 

After a few more words from Lord STANHOPE and the Chax- 
CELLOR, the Houſe divided on Lord Stanhope's motion, when there 
appeared - Contents, 6; Non contents, I 3. 

Their Lordſhips then proceeded with the bill. 

Lord WEST MORLAND propoſed an amendment, the pur- 
port of which was, to empower His Majeſty to incorporate this 
company by charter, rather than making it an act of the Leg fl- 
ture; but this was negatived. 

On the name of Robert Biddulph, Eſq. being read, as one of the 
ſubſcribers, 

Lord STANHOPE moved, that it be expunged, upon oe 
ground of Mr. Biduulpi 8 having denied his having wy coneem 
in it. 

On this the Houſe divided, when the numbers were again, — 
Contents, 6; Non contents, 13. 

The bill then paſſed the Committee, was reported, and ordered 
to be read a third time to-morrow. 


The Duke of CLARENCE preſented another petition againſt 


the principle of the bill, the parties praying to be heard by their 
counſel : but which his Royal Highneſs intimated, fince the bill 
had gone thus far, he ſhould leave with their Lordſhips to diſpoſe 
of as they ſhould think proper. 

T he petition was ordered to lic on the table. 

Ordered, That the ſpecial report made from the Committee, 
touching a complaint made by Mr. Garrow at the bar, of certain 
paragraphs in The Times of the 22d and 23d inſtant, containing a 
falſe, ſcandalous, and infamous libel againſt him, be taken into con- 
fideration to-morrow. 
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Heads of Mr. Secretary Dux pDAs's Speech in the Houſe 
of Commons, on the FINANCEs of the East-INDIA 
ComPaNy, 25th March 1800. 


[ More accurately ſtated than in Vol. XI. p- 114, &c.] 


WHEN the Finances of the Eaſt-India. Company were laſt ſub- 
mitted ru the conſideration of Parliament, it was ſtated, that from 
a diſappointmeat in the receipt of the documents from India, the 
directions of the act of the 33d could not poſſibly be complied 
with, and that the accounts then before the Houſe were moved for 
in order that regularity might be preſerved. The proſpect was at 
the ſame time held forth, that the accounts of the ſubſequent year 
woul:' be brought forward at the preſcribed period. The occaſion of 
the delay which again unfortunately occurred, having been explained 
by the Court of Directors, it only remains for me to expreſs my regret 
that the eſtabliſhed order of inveſtigation of this truly important 
branch of the Britiſh intereſts ſhould have ſuffered interruption ; 
although I am fully aware that, during a period of warfare, the 
contingencies to which the diſpatch or arrival of ſhipping muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be expoſed, will ever render it difficult, if not impoſſible, 
to calculate with any degree of certainty on the receipt of the books 
of accounts from India. It is, notwithſtanding the diſappointments 
now noticed, very ſatisfactory to remark, that the attention of the go- 
vernments abroad to the directions ſent out on the ſubject of finance 
has been very conſpicuous ; and the particular orders iſſued by them 
to every department in this branch of the ſervice, warrant the ex- 
peQation of a continuation, not only of that precifion and accuracy 
which I have, upon different occafions, found reaſon to commend, 
but alſo of every poſlible exertion to inſure the receipt, in due time, 
of the materials to enable the Court of Directors to furniſh the an- 
nual ſtatements required of them. 

From what has been obſerved, the Committee are prepared for 
the information, that the ſtatements now before them are thoſe 
which ſhould have heen preſented in May laſt. It might be urged, 
as I took occaſion to remark when I laſt addreſſed the Committee, 
in circumſtances nearly fimilar, that a proſpect exiſts that the ac- 
counts of the next year will, at a period not very diſtant, be brought 
forward, when thoſe of the two years might be conſidered at the 
lame time : but the diſappointments which have happened give ad- 
ditional weight to the reaſon then adduced: for moving for the ac- 
counts, This reaſon has already been ſtated ; and as it now ap- 

plies with — if not ſuperior ſorce, the neceſſity of bringing be- 


488 PARLIAMENTARY 


fore Parliament the accounts in the preſent inſtance appeared indif. 
penſable. They exhibit the ſituation of the finances of the Eaſt. 
India Company abroad for the year 1797-8, and at home for the 
year 1798-9 ; and being drawn up in the accuſtomed form, I have 
only to add, that in order to place them in the moſt conne Sed and 
diſtin point of view, I ſhall proceed to digeſt and arrange them 
in exactly the ſame order as on former occaſfions—taking the re. 
venues and charges of each Preſidency reſpectively — ſhewing ave. 
rage of the revenues for the three paſt years, compared with the 
average lat drawn—comparing the actual accounts with the eſti- 
mates and ſtating the expectations of the next year. The whole 
will then be combined in general reſults, both actual and eſtir:,ated, 
that the furplus from the territorial revenues, in either inſtance, 
after payment of the charges, may be diſcovered, The effect of 
the intcreſt on the debts will next be ſhewn, and the amount of the 
produce from the ſales of imports, and from certificates on the 
Court of Directors. The remaining total will be the amount 
deemed applicable, in this view, to the purchaſe of inveſtments. 
The advances for commercial purpoſes, and the cargoes actually 
ſhipped, will then be ſtated ; and the laſt point in the Indian ac- 
counts to be noticed, will be the debts and aſſets at the concluſion 
of the official year, contraſted with thoſe of the preceding one. A 
detailed inveſtigation of tacſe points being accompliſhed, the atten- 
tion of the Committee will be required to the home accounts, actual 
and eſtimated ; likewiſe, the debts and affets.. The laſt object to 
be conſidered, as immediately connected with the accounts both at 
home and abroad, is the general effe& produced on the concern at 
large, by the receipt po expenditure, in both inſtances, during 
the vear. 
During the detail of the examination of the accounts, explana- 
tions will be given, that the Committee may receive every poſſible 
information of the cauſcs of the ſeveral variations ; and ſuch fur- 
ther remarks will be offered as appear to be ſuggeſted from the view 
of the concern taken generally. The obſervations upon the ſitua- 
tion of the Company at the preſent truly memorable period, and 
upon the future proſpeAs, whether of a commercial, financial or 
political nature, will be rather in abſtradt; as it is intended, when 
the accounts next in order of date are laid before Parliament, to 
take up the whole ſubject in a more comprehenſive manner. 


BENGAL. / 


The revenues and charges of the ſeveral Prefidencies in India 
having been enkivads as the firſt object of inveſtigation, the 2 
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counts of the Preſideney of Bengal, numbered 1, 2, and 3, will, in 
courſe, primarily claim the attention of the Committee. | 
The three firſt columns of No; 1, contain the revenues in the 
years 1795-6, 1796-7, and 1797-8, the average of which 
amounts to 5, 7 26, 9471. and is leſs than the average 1794-5 to 
1796-7 by 51,730/. The difference is chiefly owing to the 
revenues of the year 1794-5 (the firſt period of the average drawn 
laſt year) having been uncommonly productive; the collections of 
the land revenues, in conſequence of the recovery of arrears, having 
conſiderably Exceeded thoſe of any ſubſequent year; and the receipt 
from the ſale of opium being at the amount it yielded before the 
trade experienced the reverſe, as formerly ſtated to the Committee. 
It has not been uſual to ſhew an average of charges, for reaſons 
repeatedly explained. As thoſe reaſons are found till to apply, the 
account No. 3, being the actual amount of the revenues and 


charges of the year 1797-8, compared with the eſtimate, will 


next come under conſideration. The revenues eſtimated * to 
amount to 5,743,847]. actually amounted to 5, 782, 7411. being 
more than eſtimated by 38,894/. This is the net exceſs on the 
whole of the revenues. On reference to the account it will be 
diſcovered, ' that notwithſtanding the actual receipts have on the 
whole exceeded the eſtimated, variations appear in every item ; 
and that the general exceſs was 1 67,971 and the deficiency 
128, 9031. 

The particular heads under which the eſtimate has been ex- 
ceeded, to an amount requiring notice, are as follow, viz. 

Mint Duties, 3, 4261. from an increaſed coinage on account of 
individuals, and from a profit on the coinage of copper at the Pre- 
ſidency. 

Oude Subſidy, 88,3230. As the late Vizier (whoſe death in 
1797 was mentioned in the laſt addreſs to the Committee) had 
made an addition to his ſubſidy in the March preceding, the eſti- 
mate was caleulated on the expectation of its being paid, and that 
the balance which had accrued on his former engagement would be 
likewiſe liquidated. The Committee are prepared, by documents 
already before the Houſe, for the information of the further changes 
in the Government of Oude, which took place in January 1798; 
but as this will be more particularly cxplained hercafter, it is enly 
requiſite now to ſtate, that the exceſs ariſes entirely from an 
extra donation by the preſent Vizier; otherwiſe the ſum reckoned 
upon in the eſtimate would not have been realized ; the deficiency, 
however, in that caſe, would have been little more chan three lacs; 
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amount of upwards of eight lacs of rupees. 
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and it is ſatisfactory to remark, that every proſpect exiſts of the 
arrear being fully diſcharged. 
Judicial Department, Fees, Fines, &c. 8, 5 2 21. 


[Commons. 


Theſe articles 


muſt ever be liable to fluctuation, depending, for the moſt part, on 


the number of ſuits in the Courts. The major part of the preſent 
exceſs has ariſen from the arrears of police taxes, and the rent of 
reſumed "Tannadarce lands, not included in the eſtimate. 

Sale of Opium, 64,043]. The proſpect of the revival of this 
article was held out when the accounts of the laſt year were under 
confideration. Notwithſtanding the preſent exceſs, the opium 
trade is far from having reached its former amount. The Govern- 
ment have direQed their particular attention to its recovery, and 
have adopted every meaſure likely to accompliſh it; but no very 
ſanguine hopes of ſucceſs may be entertained, till the cauſes which 
produced the ſtagnation are removed, 

The deficiency in the expected receipts has appeared under the 
following heads : 

\ Benares Revenue, 14,5161. Notwithſtanding the apparent de- 
ficiency, the proſperity of this diſtri has continued without abate- 
ment : the expectation from the lands has been fully realized. The 
produce from the cuſtoms, indeed, has not been ſo great as eſti- 
mated ; it might probably have been over-rated, from too ſanguine 
a. calculation of the advantage hoped from a recent change in the 
management : but the great portion of the difference is proved to 
have ariſen from an error in eftimating the demand, without de- 
ducting the eſtabliſhed remiſſions. 

Land Revenues, 61,631]. A deficiency in the colleQion of the 
land revenues appeared in the ſtatements laſt preſented, to the 
| In the eſtimate of the 
preſent vear, the reccipt was calculated at an amount exceeding the 
aQual of the preceding in only the ſum of four lacs. As ample al- 
lowance was left for any probable defalcation, there was every rea- 


ſon to expect that at leaſt it would have been realized. The 


amount reckoned upon as balances has been exceeded, and upwards 
of three lacs received from a variety of contingent articles, never 
included either in the jumma or the eſtimate. The difference on 
Syer and Abkarree, or tax on ſpirituous liquors, though naturally 
uncertain in their produce, was trivial. The diſappointment is 
chiefly on the proper demand of the year; and this would hardly 
require notice, from the impoſſibility of an extenſive rental being 
received exactly within the official year, if proviſion had not been 
made for that circumſtance in the eſtimate, The greateſt want of 
punQuality has been experienced in ſome of the largeſt zemindaries. 

L 
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Meaſures are, however, in contemplation, to give more full effe to 


the regulations for the recovery of rents; and it appears by ſubſe- 


quent accounts, that a large amount of the balances of this year was 
received before the end of the July following. 

Sale of Salt, 5,4751. The deficiency is ſmall when the total 
ſale is conſidered ; but as the ſales of ſalt have, for ſo many years, 
uniformly exceeded the eſtimate,'and as the eſtimate, in the preſent 
caſe, was at the ſame amount as formerly, an explanation feems re- 
quiſite. The defalcation was in part produced by impediments to 
the manufacture in Bengal in conſequence of moſt unfavourable 
weather, and in part by the non-fulfilment of the contract for 
coaſt ſalt. 

Stamp Duties, 47,2801. The Committee were informed laſt 
year, that this is entirely a new article of revenue, and that it was 
ſubſtituted in lieu of the police tax, which, though an increaſing re- 
ſource, was aboliſhed, as the collection was not only attended with 
difficulty, but found oppreſſive. The eſtimate was framed on a 


calculation of the probable produce, ſuppoſed to be accurate; but as 


more time was conſumed in preparing the preſſes, and making the 
numerous arrangements, than expected, the documents on which 
the ſtamps were principally to be uſed, as the. bills, deeds, &c. in the 
judicial courts, were filed before they poſſibly could be ready. The 
expeQation appears nevertheleſs to have been over-rated ; but as a 
reviſion of the plan has taken place, the proſpect may be indulged, 
that in proceſs of time the original intention will be anſwered. 

The revenues actually received in the year 1797-8, have been 
ſtated to exceed the eſtimate in near four lacs of rupees. It is alſo 
to be remarked, that they exceeded the teceipts, in either of the pre- 
ceding years, in upwards of eight lacs. On the other hand, the 


charges will be found to exhibit a very different view. They were 


eſtimated to amount to 3,893,991/.; the actual amount for the 
year was 4,031,660). being more than eſtimated by 137, 6691. 
When the eſtimate for this Preſideney was brought before the 
Committee laſt year, doubts were ſtated as to the realization of the 
net revenue. The foundation of thoſe doubts was not ſo much 
from an apprehenſion of the failure of the reſources, as of an increaſe 
of the outgoings, in conſequence of the peculiar fituation of affairs 


in India. The reſult has eſtabliſhed the propricty of the remarks 


then made; and it appears, that the groſs exceſs of charge amounted 
to 258, 6621. and the deficiency was 120,95 3l. * the net 
exceſs as before ſtated. | 

The heads of charge in which the eſtimate has 2 exceeded, 
are as follow, viz. 
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Mint Duties, in a ſmall amount. 

Poſt- Office Charges, 1, 2411. from an increaſed expence of dawk- 
bearers, &c. in conſequence of tranſactions in the upper provinces, 

Charges of Benares Reſidency, 3,7 7 ol. from the payment of pen- 
ſions and loſs on Batta, not ſtated in the eſtimate. 

Charges of the Reſident's Office at Lucknaw, 9, 4361. The changes 
adverted to in the explanations of the receipt for ſubſidy, produced a 


Rs 


variety of contingent expences, which could not be foreſeen at the 


— 


eſtimate of the probable expenditure. 


time of forming the eſtimate. 

Other Charges of the Civil Department, 35,6441. Theſe, in ad- 
dition to the eſtabliſhments, include contingencies of every deſcrip- 
tion, and a number of charges, though fixed in their nature, variable 
in their amount. In theſe caſes, it is ſcarcely poſſible to form an 
From the mode of ſtating 
the arrears, by which the adjuſtment of this part of the account has 
been made, it is not practicable to explain, exactly, the cauſe of the 
exceſs. Some part of it appears to have been occaſioned by extra- 
ordinary expences attending temporary embaſſies, particularly that to 
Ava, by additional Durbar charges, alſo by a greater charge incurred 
on account of the Refidency at Poonah, in conſequence of the newly- 
appointed Reſident being prevented proceeding thither by the ſetting 
in of the rains. Other cauſes might likewiſe be mentioned, which 
it would be too tedions to detail. 


Judicial Charges, 17,2161. The ſame difficulty occurs as in the 


preceding article. It is, however, to be remarked, that in this de- 


. partment is included a number of contingencies which cannot be 


eſtimated with any certainty. 
Military Charges, 1 5 2, 620l. The eſtimate appeared to be cal- 
culated at an amount which might have been expected to embrace 


every probable contingency of the year, as it is provided for an ad- 


ditional force in Oude, alſo for the expence of intended expeditions ; 
but from a courſe of events, abſolutely impoſlible to be foreſeen, it 
became requiſite to make a further increaſe in the firſt inſtance, by 
which ſeveral regiments were placed on double batta. From that 
circumſtance, and the unexpected movements of the army, a con- 
ſiderable expence was incurred: the expence alſo of expeditions was 
much greater. Another cauſe of the exceſs is to be found in the 
augmentation of the native infantry, both in the ſtrength, and by 
the railing two entire new regiments. 


Cuſtoms, Charges of Collefions, 1, 1711. This ariſes, in part, 


from an addiflon to the eſtabliſhment. 


Opium, Advances and Charges, 31,6341. This expence has 


hitherto depended on the * delivered under the contract, 
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which may account, in ſome meaſure, for the exceſs : but a part 
has been occaſioned by the preparations for the * in the ſyſtem 
of management. 

The laſt head under which an exceſs is to be noticed is the 
Stamp-Office Charges, to the amount of 5,845). The expenditure, 
in this inſtance, is treble the ſum eſtimated. It being the firſt year 
of the eſtabliſhment of the office, the difficulty of calculating the 
expence may be, in ſome degree, owing to the novelty of the 
charge; but the principal cauſe of the exceſs is aſſigned to have 
ariſen from the purchaſe of a much largef quantity of paper than 
eſtimated, of which a very conſiderable portion remains in ſtore, 


ſo that a part only of the expence may properly be charged to this 
year. 


The heads under which the charges have fallen ſhort of the eſti- 
mate are but few ; and, of thoſe, by far the greateſt amount is to. 
be attributed rather to the deferring of the expence, than to the 
want of preciſion in calculating the eſtimate. They are as follows, 
viz. | 

Marine Charges, 6, 6781. from a ſmaller expence attending the 
pilot ſchooners and moorings ; from the charge of veſſels to cruiſe 
off the Andamans, though eſtimated, not incurred; and from a 
ſmaller advance for building veſſels. 

Buildings and 'Fortifications, 43,0761. This difference is chiefly 
occaſioned by the erection of extenſive cavalry cantonments being 
deferred till a more ſuitable ſpot than originally intended ſhall be 
fixed upon; and a ſmall part ariſes from a leſs expence being in- 
curred for buildings in the judicial department, 

Revenue Charges, 23,053]. This difference ariſes on a great 
number of items: near 70, ooo rupees in penſions, charged in the 
eſtimate, but transferred to Benares in the actual account, The ex- 
pence of Poolbundee was conſiderably leſs; and in ſeveral of the 
diſtricts, the general expence was below the amount eſtimated, 

Salt Advances and Charges, being leſs than the eſtimate in the 


, fum of 48,1451. is the laſt articie of explanation. The ſmaller 


proviſion of ſalt, in conſequence of the untvourable ſeaſon, and the 
failure in the contract for coait ſalt, as noticed under the revenues, 
have been the cauſe of the diminution of the advances. »+ 

The net exceſs of the charges has been ſtated to amount to 
137,069). ; from which deduct the net exceſs ot revenue, as ſtated 
likewiſe, 38,8 93/.;—and the net deficiency in the actual net re- 
venue, compared with the eſtimate, will then appear tobe 98,77 51. ; 
—and the total net revenue of the Pretidency of Bengal, in the year 
1797-8, is found to amount to 1,751,081). which, in conſe- 


| 
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quence of the increaſe of the expences during the year, is leſs than 
the net revenue of the year preceding, by 89,88 27. 


ESTIMATES, 1798-9. 


The vroſpefts of the year 1798-9 are much more Fattering than 
the preceding year. 

The revenues are eſtimated, in the laſt column of No. 1, to 
amount to 6,259,600). ; and the charges, in the laſt column of the 
ſtatement No. 2, to 3,952,847/. ; making the eſtimated net re- 
venue 2,306,753). The net difference in the amount of the re- 
ſources, on a compariſon with thoſe of laſt year, is no leſs than 
476, 8 59l.; and the charges are, on the whole, eſtimated at a leſs 
amount by 78,812/. It nevertheleſs appears, that in a few parti- 
culars the eſtimate ſtates a more unfavourable view in both in- 
| Nances ; ſome articles of revenue being expected to be below, and 
fome heads of charge to be . the laſt year; but in neither caſe 
to à great amount. 

The groſs ſum of the improved revenue is 535, 2391. An increaſe 
of the- Poſi-office collections is expected, in conſequence of regulations 
lately made in that department. The collection of the land revenues 
is taken at 54,288/. more. This cannot be termed a very fan- 
gui ne calculation, when the defalcation of the laſt, and the year pre- 
ceding, is conſidered. It is to be hoped, that in this inſtance the 
eſtimate will be more than realized. A larger produce from the 
fale of ſalt is ſtated, amounting to 63,477/. It likewiſe exceeds 
former eſtimates upwards of five lacs.. The advices favour the 
proſpect, that the expeQation in this regard will not be diſappointed. 
An increaſe of 18,280). is reckoned upon from the amp duties. 
In the laſt year the inſtitution of them took place. When the firſt 
calculation, at nearly fix lacs, is conſidered, it may be hoped that 
the preſent eſtimate, at half the amount, is not ſtated too high. 

By far the greateſt addition is expected from the ſubſidies, in 
conſequence of new treaties with the Nabob of Oude and the Ni- 
zam. A more particular explanation of theſe engagements will be 
offered hereafter : at preſent, it may ſuffice to remark, that the 
Oude ſubſidy is calculated, in this year, to amount to 969,197/. 
which is more than reccived laſt year 287,070/. So large a re- 
ceipt is not to be looked for in future years; as this ſum includes 
not only the current ſubſidy ſettled in February 1798, but likewiſe 
arrears, and the expence of repairing ſome forts, which the preſent 
Vizier has agreed to defray. The ſubſiay from the Nizam, under 
the former treaty, is included in the Madras ſtatements, The ſum 

here ſtated, amounting to * is the part, under the treaty 
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of September 1798, which fell due from that time to the end of the 
official year. 

The only article requiring notice, from which a leſs receipt is ex- 
pected, is the 9pjum : the difference amounts to 52,443). This is 
the firſt year of the change of the ſyſtem, from a contract to the 
management by agency. The reduction of the quantity is one of 
the meaſures reſorted to for reſtoring the trade; of courſe a leſs 
produce is eſtimated. 

The net diminution of the charges, compared with the laſt year, 
has been ſtated. On an examination of the accounts, it appears 
that the aggregate of thoſe items, on which an increaſe is expected, 
amounts to 93,7261. ; and the total of thoſe, on which a leſs ex- 
penditure is looked for, is 172,539/. Thoſe, in the firſt inſtance, 
to any conſiderable amount, are the buildings and fortifications, 
64,3041. of which the moſt conſiderable part is in the repairing 
and ſtrengthening the forts in the Vizier's dominions. The ad- 
vances in the ſalt department are calculated at 24,945]. more, 
on account of the additional quantity likely to be provided for in 
the year. 

The Aiminution, i is in the great majority of the items. The 
charges in the civil department are all expected to be leſs: the Poſl- 
Mee, from the probability of a leſs expence in the extraordinaries: 
at Luckn-w, from the Reſidency being exempted from the contingen- 
cies of the laſt year. As to the remaining civil charges, on which 
the diminution is the greateſt, the remark upon the actual ac- 
counts muſt, of neceſſity, ſuffice for an explanation. This may 
likewiſe be found to apply with regard to the charges of the judicial 
department, which appear below the laſt year. The military ex- 
pences ale eſtimated at a leſs amount by 32,7927. On the out- turn 
in this reſpect, it is impoſſible to form a conjeRure, although the 
eſtimate was calculated with every attention to the circumſtances 
then exiſting, or likely to occur. The greateſt difference is expected 
in the opium, from the determination to reſtrict the quantity manu- 
factured till the demand of the market can be more completely 
aſcertained. The expence of the Stamp-office is below the laſt year. 
The great expence (beyond the firſt eſtimate) attending the inſtitu- 
tion, has been noticed, and that it was not likely to occur in fu- 
ture; it is therefore hoped that the amount now inſerted will not 
be exceeded. 

The reſult of the compariſon of the revenues and charges, by 
the actual accounts, in the year 1797-8, and as eſtimated for the 
year 1798-9, in the net revenue in the latter inſtance, is expected 
to exceed that in the former by 555,6721.; with regard to which 
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it is to be obſerved, that although there exiſts, at preſent, no ground 
for doubt of the realization of the eſtimated reſources, and although 
the charges in general are ſtated at an amount which does not ap- 
pear objeQionable, it may be expected that the important tranſac. 
tions at the cloſe of the year, and the extraordinary. and unparalleled 
exertions of the Government, will have occaſioned an increaſe of 
the military expences. l 


[Commoxs; 


MADRAS. 


The revenues and charges of the Preſidency of Madras come 
next under conſideration. To purſue the examination of them in 
like manner with thoſe of Bengal, it will be neceſſary firſt, to refer 
to the account No. 4, the three firſt columns of which ſhew the re- 
ceipt of revenue in the years 1795-6, 1796-7, and 1797-8. In 
former years, the peculiar ſituation of a part of the reſources of this 
Preſidency, rendered it neceſſary to make ſome adjuſtments before 
an average could properly be drawn; on the preſent occaſion, as in 
the laſt year, it ſeems only requiſite to exclude the revenues of Cey- 
lon and the Dutch ſettlements, as not properly appertaining to the 
fixed annual receipt. In this view, the average receipt of the three 
years above named amounts to 1,824,7 537. which is leſs than the 
average calculated on the accounts one year back by 21,321 /. 

Omitting an average of charges, for reaſons already adverted to 
under Bengal, the next account which calls the attention of the 
Committee is No. 6. In that is ſhewn a compariſon of the reve- 
nues and charges of the year 1797-8, according to the eſtimate, 
and by the actual accounts. The revenues were eſtimated to pro- 

duce 2, 334, 67 5l.; — their actual amount was 1,938, 950ʃ.; 
making a deficiency, in the actual receipt, of 395,7 251. 

The heads of revenue are few, in which the actual receipts have, 
in this year, exceeded the eſtimated, amounting in the whole to only 
27,0431. Of this, the ſum of 8, 1561. is in the Subſidy from the 
Nabch of Arcot, and ariſes from the collections in the Poligar 
countries (taken in part payment) being more productive than ex- 
peed. This is not to be conſidered as an addition to the fubſidy, 
but as a recovery of arrears. The revenues of Ceylon, and the 


Poſt-office collections, in a ſmall amount, form the remaining part of 


the ſurplus receipt. The total of the deficiencies was 423, 368]. 
The detail is as follows, viz. 

Land and Sea Cuſtoms, 2, 15 10. The trade on which the produce 
of the cuſtoms depends, having in this year been generally leſs than 
im the laſt, may account for the difference. 
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Subſidy from the Rajah of T anyore, 166,958). When the eſti- 


mate was under conſideration laſt year, a doubt of the realization 
under this head was ſtated ; as it was a ground of ſurpriſe, that, 
ſituated as the Tanjore country then was, fo large a receipt ſhould. 
be reckoned upon. 

The deficiency in the ſubſidy from the 3 amounting to 
47,5 1 2. is under the engagement by the former treaty. From 
the nature of the connection with his Flighneſs, there is no doubt 


of its being eleared in the account with him. 


The moſt ſerious diſappointment, in every view, has occurred 
in the collection of the land revenues, to the amount of 191,042. 
The collection of the laſt year was nearly three laes below the ſum 
eſtimated; but ſome ſatisfaction was derived, from the conſidera- 
tion of its being, on the compatiſon with former years, very produe- 
tive. In that inſtance, it certainly appeared that the eſtimate was 
rated too High ; but in the preſent it is to be obſerved with concern, 
that a ſimilar excuſe cannot be urged in nearly the ſame extent. A 
narrow examination into the cauſes of the defalcation became eſſen- 
tially requiſite, and the advices have been attentively looked into 
from which it is diſcovered, that the difference is in the demand of 
the current year, and that the collections on account of balances, in 
the general, have been exceeded. The revenues of the Jaghire 
have been realized; and in the diſtricts of the ſouthward, the defi- 
ciencies have been ineonſiderable. The great failure has occurred 
in the northern Circars ; where, although the Company's authority 
is becoming each year more firmly eſtabliſhed, the collections are 
ſtill attended with difficulty, requiring all the energy, ability and di- 
ligence of the collectors. The effect of the ſmalleſt relaxation is 
ſoon viſible z and although, in many of the diſtricts, the ſervants of 
the Company are highly deſerving of credit for their ſucceſsful and 
praiſe- worthy exertions, in ſome a contrary conduct has produced 
inconvenience. 

The cauſes aſſigned for the defalcation are various : ſuper-abun- 
dance and low price of grain, in ſome inſtances ; in others, loſs of 
property by inundations, and the interruption of agriculture, cither 
by the failure of the early, or by the prodigious quantity of the 
middle and latter rains. It is, however, hoped, from the ſecurities in 
hand, and the arrangements made, that the ultimate deficiency in 
the preſent year's demand will not be to a very conſiderable 
amount. 

Notwithſtanding the produce of the Ne from the ceded 
countries was below the eſtimate in 15,3521. it was not far beneath | 


chat of the laſt year, and exceeded conſiderably that of the year be- 
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fore, A part is ſtated to have been occafioned by an alteration in 
the engagements with ſome of the renters, and ſecurity is obtained 


for another part. 


The probable charges of this Prefidency in the year 1797-8, 
appear to have been calculated with a particular degree of accuracy, 
They were eſtimated to amount to 2,482,838). ; —their actual 
amount was 2,515,774; exceeding the eſtimate in only the ſum 
of 32,936. Few obſcrvations on this ſmall difference are requi- 
fite ; becauſe, altnough it is the net exceſs merely, the variations as 
to the ſurplus or the deficiency in the actual charges have not been 
to any coniiderable amount. The groſs exceſs was 59,211). and 
the deficiency 25,275/.—ariling, in both inftances, upon a num- 
ber of items. The exceſs in the civil charges was 10,349). and 
ariſes principally from contingencies, as loſs by exchange, &c. not 
inſerted in the eſtimate. The military expences were more than 
eſtimated, 16,488/. Some of the charges appear to have been leſs; 
but the increaſe of the army, the additional purchaſe of ſtores, and 
diſburſements on expcditions, have operated to produce the exceſs. 
On the revenue charges the exceſs was 19,932]. Some of the 
expences of this department were leſs than eſumated; but there is 
difficulty in accounting for it exactly, as a part of the difference 
arifes from the mode of ſtating the arrears, which are adjuſted with 
the actual accounts of the year. The charges at Ceylon and the 
Dutch ſettlements iaclude the expence of the ſupport and mainte- 
nance of priſoners, and a number of contingencies, which neceſ- 
farily muſt be uncertain: this explanation may be ſuppoſed to ac- 
count for the exceſs in this inſtance, amounting to 12,111/. 

The items of charge which have not equalled the eſtimate are 
the Poſt-office in a ſmall amount; the charges on the revenues of 
the ceded countries, in 8, 2791. from a diminution of the diſtrict 
eftabliſhments, a reduction of ſurvey charges, a leſs expence in the 
repair of tanks, and the poſtponement of ſume other charges; the 
charges on the aſſigned revenues of Tanjore, 17,4511. in conſe- 
quence of the eſtimate having calculatcd on a diſburſement for pen- 
ficas which has not been incurred, and on a charge of collection 
more than in the event proved requiſite, 

The deficiency in the actual revenues was ſtated to amount tq 
395,725). Adding the ſurplus of the actual charges, as ſhewn 
above, 32,9361. the net ſurplus of the actual charges will then be 
found to amount to 428,661). and the actual ſurplus of the 
charges of this Preſidency, in the year 1797-8, will appear to be 
576,823]. which exceeds the ſurplus of the charges of the preced- 

ing year by 164,660/. partly from the deficiency in the receipts, 
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and partly from the increaſe of the military expences, occafioned by 
the addition to the forces, and other contingencies, in eonſequents 
of the war. 

ESTIMATES, 1798-9. 


The important occurrences which will be brought to the notice of 


the Committee were partly in view, when the calculations were 
made of the probable expences of this Preſidency for the year 
1798-9 ; from whence it is juſtly to be expected, that the diſburſe- 
ments muſt be to an amount almoſt unprecedented. No diminu- 
tion of revenue having been apprehended, the receipts have been taken 
at an amount which, in general, appears to be preſcribed by the cx- 
perience of the year preceding. The particulars both of revenue 
and charge, will be found in the laſt columns of the accounts 
No. 4 and 5. 

The revenues are eſtimated to amount to 2,004,993). and the 
charges to 2,8 57,5 191. by which the expected exceſs of charge 
appears to be 8 5 2, 5 26J. On the compariſon it is diſcovered, that 
the revenues are eſtimated to exceed thoſe of the laſt year, by 
66,042/. Several variations, nevertheleſs, appear to a more con- 
fiderable amount; under ſome heads, the receipt being expected to 
be larger; and wider others, leſs. The Tanjore ſubſidy is ſtated 
at ſomething more than the receipt laſt year, on the ſuppoſition that 
more will be realized from the aſſumed diſtricts. The ſubſidy 
from the Nizam is taken at the full amount payable under the 
former engagement at this Preſideney. The deficient receipt in 
1797-8, as explained in the account of that year, may account for 
the difference. A notandum to the account remarks, that this ſum 


was taken from the Bengal ſtatements. Perhaps an adjuſtment. 


may hereafter become neceſſary under this head. 

The Land Revenues are eſtimated at five lacs beyond the amount 
collected laſt year. In the explanatory remarks on the extraordi- 
nary deficiency in that year, it was ſtated, that ſecurities were in 
hand for many of the balances ; ſo that a recovery may, with ſome 
propriety, be reckoned upon. It does not appear, that the calcula- 
tions, in general, are beyond what is juſtly warranted ; and it is 
hoped, from the talents and aſſiduity of the preſent lens 1 that 
the reſult of this year will prove much more favourable than that 
of the laſt, 

Of the heads of revenue expected to be leſs than laſt year, two 
only require notice. The ſubſidy from the Nabob of Arcot, to the 
amount of 13, 35 21. in the collections of the aſſigned Peſhcuſh, 
which are expected to be leſs, in conſequence of the extra receipt in 
laſt year. The difference in the revenues from Ceylon, amounting to 
82 
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1-7 3,090l.-is explained in the account to be ſuppoſed to ariſe from 
the expeQation that the iſland would not continue under this Prefi. 
dency the whole year. 

The charges, as before remarked, are expected to be very high: 
thoſe'in the military department were particularly in contemplation ; 
and it appears that of the ſum of 369, 66 21. in which the charges, 
in-the groſs, arc likely to exceed thoſe of the year 1797-8, near 
eight lacs and a half are in that department. This, in general, is 
to be conſidered as the eſtimated expence of the preparations for 
the army taking the field. 

The probable increaſe of other articles of expence ariſes from 
different circumſtances. That in the civil charges, though only 
taken at 18407. may be reckoned ſtill higher, from the contin- 
gencies in the laſt year's accounts, which do not appear in the eſti- 
mate. The addition is expected from the Durbar charges, and 
from the inſtitution of the Recorder's Court. In this year, a greatet 
expence is reckoned upon in the revenue department, principally 
from the meaſures wiſely adopted by the Government for repairing 
the tanks. On the ſame account, the charges in the ceded countric: 
are likely to be higher; but in this inſtance, an expence will probably 
ariſe, from the neceſſity of ſecuring the inhabitants from depreda- 
tors on Tippoo's frontier. The charges on the aſſigned revenues of 
T anjore will experience an increaſe, from the expence attending the 
reſtoration of Serfogee, which is to be noticed in the ſequel ; alſo 
from advances neceſſary to be made to the inhabitants for repairs 
and cultivation, | 

In two inſtances only is a leſs expence cſtimated ; buildings and 
fortifications, which does not require notice; and at Ceylon, the 
reaſons for which may be found in the remarks on the revenues. 

The reſult of this compariſon is the net charge eſtimated for 
the year 1798-9, is calculated to exceed the charge of the preced- 
ing year in the ſum of 275,702). The remark at the concluſion 
of the examination of the Bengal eſtimate will moſt properly apply 
on this occaſion ; and it may further be added, that as the ſcene of 
the brilliant operations of the late war was immediately on this 
coaſt, it muſt not occaſion ſurpriſe, if, on receipt of the actual ac- 


counts, it ſhould prove that the charges have ſtill reached a great] 
amount. 


[Commons, 


BOMBAY. 


The revenues and charges of the Preſideney of Bombay, 25 


exhibited in the accounts No. 7, 8, and 9, come next under 
review. 


ACCOul 
not a 
arreat 
in 17 
lance 
maki 


NS. 


from 
only 
atin- 
eſti- 

and 
eatet 
pally 
ring 
tries 
ably 
reda- 
es of 
g the 

alſo 
pairs 


and 
„the 
8. 

d for 
eced- 
luſion 
apply 
ne of 
G this 
il ac- 
reateſ 


17 as 
under 


more than the eſtimate 19,089). 
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The revenues of the years 1795-6, 1796-7, and 1797-8, 
are ſtated in the three firſt columns of No. 6. On an average, 
they amounted to 310,574. ; which is more than the average, 
1794-5 to 1796. 7, 8,5691. It is proper to remark, that ſome 
objection may ariſe to the compariſon of the averages, becauſe the 
accounts in both periods include ſubſidies, the payment of which do 
not appear regular : for example, in 1794-5, the recovery of an 
arrear from the Mahrattas, amounting to 15, 1061. is ſtated ; and 
in 1797-8, the ſubſidy from the Rajah of Travencore, for the ba- 
lance of the laſt year, and for the amount of the current year, 
making together 53,189/. while the intermediate years inciude 
nothing but the proper reſources of the Company. Diveſting, 
therefore, the avcrages in both periods, of the receipt for ſubſidies, 
it will be found, that the average drawn on the latter, or upon the 
years now under conſideration, is leſs by 4, 1241. which is chiefly 
to be attributed to the ſhort receipt for the Malabar Province in 
1797-8, as will be explained upon the examination of the revenues 
for that year. 

Declining, as at the other Preſidencies, an average of charges, the 
compariſon of the revenues and charges of 1797-8, as eſtimated, 
and according to the actual out- turn, is next to be examined : this 
is ſtated in the account, No. 9. The revenues were eſtimated to 
amount to 319, lool. the actual amount was 338,189. ; being 
The whole amount of the re- 
ceipts of this Preſidency is ſmall, compared with the others; but 
the differences are proportionably greater. The ſurplus receipts 
amounted to 5 1, 333. and the deficient to 32,242/. In the for- 
mer, the cuſtams amounted to 17, 8 28J. The collection was not 
only more than the eſtimate, but exceeded, likewiſe, the laſt year, 
which was very productive. The annual increaſe of this reſource 
is a proof of the increaſing commerce on this fide of India. . 

A greater ſum than eſtimated was received from the Rajah of 
Travencore, The exceſs amounted to 33,5021. ; and it was ob- 
ſerved, when the eſtimate was conſidered laſt year, that more might 
have been reckoned upon, The preſent receipt is on the engage- 
ment in the permanent treaty, and on the recovery of arrears ; and 
it is to be remarked, that the complete realization appears, from the 
ſtipulations being brought to the credit of the Rajah, in his con- 
tract account for pepper, &e. 

The deficieney in the receipt is principally i in the TP revenues, 
and the collections from the ceded countries ; the former in a ſmall 
amount, chiefly from an error in the eſtimate ; and the latter in 


25,4941. from the effects of the diſturbance in ö of the diſ- 
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puted ſucceſſion of Cherical, and of the death of the Zamorine. Al- 


though the eſtimate may have been rated too high on account of the 
productive collections in 1796-7, a hope may be indulged that no 


eventual loſs will accrue, as the difference may be rather conſidered 
a delay of payment than otherwiſe. The charges were eſtimated 


to amount to 844,050/. and actually amounted to 939,921. ; be- 
ing more than eſumated 95, 8711. 


The only charge below the eſtimate was the Myrine, in a ſmall 
amount. A ſurplus has occurred in every other item: the ci in 
15, 1 34. which may moſtly be attributed to the increaſe of ſalary 


to the members of council, and to the expence of an embaſſy to 


Travencore and to Colapore. The exceſs in the military charges 


was 59,450. part owing to the diſturbances in the Malabar Pro- 


vince, and part to a greater expence for ſtores. The expence of 
buildings was increaſed, from the neceſſity of ſtrengthening the ge- 
fences ; and the revenue charges in contingencies, and the expence 
of repairing embankments. A greater expence has been ſuſtained 
in the ceded countries, amounting to 10,1877. from the appointment 
of a Committee for making arrangements in the Malabar Province, 
the employment of a greater number of ſervants, and other circum- 
ſtances, which could not be foreſeen at the time of forming the 
eſtimate. | | 

'The ſurplus of the receipts, ſtated to amount to 19,089]. de- 
duQed from the ſurplus of the charges, 95,87 11. the net ſurplus of 
the charge is found to be 76,7821. ; and the ſurplus of the actual 
charges of this Preſidency is, inthe year 1797-8, 601,7 321. which 
is more than the ſurplus charge of the preceding ycar by 75, 843]. 
and is accounted for, principally, in the increaſed military expences. 


ESTIMATES, 1798-9. 


The expectations of the Preſidency of Bombay, in the year 
1795-9, arc ſtated in the laſt column of the accounts numbered 7 
and 8. The revenues are computed to amount to 346,110. and 
the chzrges to 996,699]. making a ſurplus in the charges of 
650, 5891]. 

In the revenues derived under this Preſideney, the net difference 
from thoſe collected in the laſt year is but ſmall ; no more than 
7,920]. Few obſervations are neceſſary. The callectians from 
the ceded £:untries are expected to be more from the receipt of ſums 
deſerred laſt year, as explained in the remarks on the actual ac- 
counts. On the other hand, the cuſtams are expected to be leſs, on 
the ſuppoſition that the trade may not be to the extent of the year 
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preceding; and the receipt from the Travencore ſubſidy, from the 
payment of arrear- in that year, 

The charges, in the whole, are eſtimated at five lacs more than 
thoſe of the year 1797-8. The groſs exceſs is 70,1821. Of 
this, 64,7951. is in the military expences, chiefly from the neec{fity 
of placing the army on a footing to reſiſt any attack which might 
be made on the coaſt ; and 9,165/. in buildings and fortifications, 


from the repairs and additions required for the further ſecurity of the 


polieſſions. 

Thoſe articles of charge which are calculated to be leſs than the 
laſt year, in an amount requiiing reinars, are in the z:4rine and 
revenue departments. The former, 9,695“. princiraliy in the 
contingencies and the ſupply of ſtores ; in the latter. 8, 0% 7/. partly 
from contingent expences incurred in the la year, nw cx; Hed in 
this. In the reſult, the net charge of this Preſiden-s, eftimatcd 
for the year 1798-9, exceeds that of the year 1797-5 by 4%,8571. 

As, at the time of framing the eſtimate, the meoſurcs in ehntem- 
plation at the other Preſidencies were not known at Burvay, no 
calculation was made on that account. From the diftinguiſed 
part the army of this Preſidency icok in the ſubſequent tranſactions, 
it may readily be ſuppoſed, that a very conſiderable additional ex- 
pence has been incurred: indeed, the fact is aſcertained by the ad- 
vices, Other charges have alſo been greatly increaſed ; but the 
Committee muſt be highly gratified by the information, that the 
collection of the revenues has ſuffered no diminution. 


Having accompliſhed an explanation in detail, in fo far as ap- 
peared neceſſary for the information of the Committee, of every 
circumſtance which has affected, or is likely to affect, the receipt 
and expenditure of the three Prefidencies during the periods under 
inveſtigation, their attention is further requeſted to other articles of 
charge whicn fall upon the revenues of India. Theſe are the ex- 
pences of the fettlements of 


BENCOOLEN, PINANG, &e. 


The revenues and charges of Fort Mar!bro', the chief Reſidency 
of Bencoolen, and the ſettlements ſubordinate, are ſtated in the ac- 
coant, No. 10 fa). 

On the average of the three years, 1795-6 to 1797-8, in- 
clufive, the revenues amounted to 5, 1771. and the charges to 
104,707/. being a net charge of 99,53o/. This is 14,7490. 
more than the net charge calculated on the average of the accounts 
preſented laſt year, The exceſs of that average beyond the preced- 
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ing one was flated to ariſe from expences of buildings. In ad- 
dition to the effect of that circumſtance, which is more particularly 
felt in the calculation now made, an increaſe of allowances in the 
civil department, and an extenſion of the military force, may be 
aſſigned as cauſes of the preſent increaſe. 

The net expence of the Reſidency of Marlbro' in 1797-8, 
was 108,901]. which is more than the average above ſtated, from 
the increaſe of civil and military charges adverted to. As this Re- 
fidency and the ſettlement of Pinang are immediate dependencies 
upon Bengal, and the expences are defrayed by ſupplies from 
thence, the actual amount of thoſe ſupplies. has been uſually ſtated 
with what has been ſent to St. Helena. They were eſtimated to 
amount to 85,840]. and actually amounted, by No. 18 and 19, 
to 163, 2991. being more than eſtimated 77, 459. That the 
actual expence ſhould be almoſt double the eſtimated, muſt excite 
ſome ſurpriſe, and raiſe doubts of the accuracy. of the calculation in 
the eſtimate. It certainly does appear, that ſufficient allowance 
was not made for the probable exigencies of Bencoolen, where al- 
moſt the whole difference reſts ; but, on the other hand, the ſup- 
plies appear to have exceeded the actual demand of the year, proba- 
bly trom the neceſſity of making up for the deficiency in the year 
before, and of aſſiſting the proviſion of the inveſtment : a part, 
alſo, may poſſibly be for the uſe of the next year. 

The ſupplies eſtimated for the year 1798- -9 are calculated by 
No. 11, to amount to 11,1601. Unleſs it is conſidered that a 
part of the very ample ſupply to Marlbro' in laſt year may be in- 
tended in aid of the preſent, the eſtimate ſeems under-rated ; for, 
according to the Marlbro' accounts in No. 10, the probable de» 


mand for that Reſidency only is not much under the ſum now 
ſtated. | 


GENERAL VIEW. 


The general reſult of the revenues and charges of the feveral 
- Preſidencies in India, in the year 1797-8, is as follows, viz. 


Revenues — 300 6 (5,782,741 
y x NONE ERIN 1,938,950 
. — des 838,180 ” 

Total Z — 8,059,880 

Charges of Ben cc (4, 081, 660 

Madras . 6, ZW 2,515,774 
— . en ere's 939,921 
. Total Charges, bates — é 7,487,355 


1 


Net revenue of the three Prefidencies, l . $72,929 
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d- Deduct Supplies from Bengal to Bencoolen, &c. as before 


ly ſtated, vor Pee 10 0d 10, coo 4c op oo nn tees 5 163,299 
he The remainder .......... .. . 409, 226 
be is the exceſs of the revenues above the Civil, Military, &c. 

charges. | 
8, A further charge upon the revenues is the intereſt on the debts. 


om The ſums paid kh 
de- At Bengal, No. 18... e 


ET a en news 4h as ind . 147,458 
RS. ADC W YT ah . . 47,058 


The total intereſt paid on the debts is. 603,926 
and, being more than the revenue ſtated to be remaining, the — 

difference, amounting to „ L 194,700 
is the net deficiency of the territorial revenues; which de- 

ducted from the amount received in India on the ſale of 

import goods, as by No. 15, ........ 456552 „59,990 


. „ „ -oann> 2. . 380,188 
is the ſum aſcertained to be applicable, in this view, to the 
purpoſes of commerce in the purchaſe of inveſtments, and the 
payment of charges of the commercial department. 8 
When this ſubject was laſt before the Houſe, the proſpeQ of a 
moſt extenſive proviſion of inveſtment was ſtated. The amount 
was greatly enhanced by the payment intended for the ſpices pur- 
chaſed from the captors of Columbo. From the preſſure on the 
by I finances, conſequent upon the ſituation of affairs in India, a conſi- 
at a (erable reduction was to be apprehended ; the reſult has, how- 
in- euer, been much more favourable than could have been expected. 
for, The aRual advances for the inveſtment, including the affiſtance 
de, WM to China, and for the commercial charges, in the year 1797-8, are 
now J follow, viz. 


In Bengal, by No. 18. 
Charges of the Board of Trade at the Preſidency 


r 5 704 
eral Advances for the inveſtment, with h commiſion, . - 954,055 8 
Purchaſe of ſpices at Columbo, . >.< xs 00879 
1,310,224 . 
Add, ſupplies to Canton, hon 05 00+ en 
| Total, Bengal. 33 1,501,968. 
5889 At Madras, by No. 19. 5 SIR 
Charges, allowances, &c. in commercial depart. . 
—A 0 00E> BERL 3 107,398 
Advances for inveſtment, with charges. $23,506 
1,355 * ; 
— 630,904 | 
2,928 Add, remittance to Canton,...,...... 16,800 


; Total, Madras, 11 45 ov — 647,704 
Vor. XII. | +T 
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At Bombay, by No. 20. | 

Salaries, &c. in the commercial bene. 4 267,205 
Advances for inveſtment, with charges. . q 16,889 
284,094 
Add, // 2 25,720 

„„er —— 30g, 814 

At Bencoolen, by No. — 1 20,479 


— 


| .* © £24479, 965 
The amount now pointed out, as the ſum applied to commer- 
cial purpoſes in the year 1797-8, although lefs by 200,000). than 


Total advances for inveſtment and commercial charges. . 


expected, is ſtill very confiderable when compared with any former 


year. The ſupply for the China inveſtment exceeded 230,000). 
A queſtion naturally ariſes, by what means ſo extenſive a commerce 
was maintained and carried on, when the ſurplus of the revenues, 
formerly productive to an immenſe amount, was reduced ſo low as 
in the preſent year, and when, in conſequence, the demand of funds 
upon this account was carried fo high as 2,200,000]. ? The dimi- 
nution of the caſh and bills in the treaſuries, compared with the laſt 
year, and the bills drawn on the Court of Directors, contributed 
largely; but the great ſupply has been from loans, which will ap- 
pear in the addition made to the debts. 2 

The cargoes actually ſhipped for Europe in 1797-8, with 
charges not added to the invoices, by No. 22, amounted to 
2,583,690]. Excluding the ſupply to China, this ſum. exceeds 
the advances, 338,000. but as the ſpices, purchaſed at Columbo, 
paid for in this year, were ſhipped for Europe in the laſt, the exceſs 
will be 602,0001; - This difference was ſupplied from the ſtock of 
goods in warehouſe at the beginning of the year, the immenſe quan 
tity of which was advetted to in the laſt inveſtigation, 


The general reſult of che eſtimates of the year 1798-9 is next to 
be ſtated. 


Revenues of Bengal, by No. —T— Rs 20 4. {6,959,600 
— . . - :. 2,004,998 
1 Bombay, T! ͤ RIS 
+ TO SENENUCT. co 4.50 50-6 — — 8,010,703 
Charges of Bengal, No. 255352. 8,952, 847 
„ ˙Ü¹mi. c „ , 
Bombay, 2 F .. v 906,699 
ER. Total charges,.... .... . . —— 7,807, 003 
Net eſtimated revenue of the three Preſidencies 803,638 
Deduct, ſupplies from Bengal to Bencoolen, &c. by No. 11, 147,160 
| 1 
- The remainder in. . „ 
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Ihe intereſt payable on the debts, by No. 16, is .. . £758,185 
JJ... — CE ENG 7 1,657 
is the eſtimated deficiency of the revenues; and, being de- 
ducted from the amount to be received on ſale of imports, 
PM I ooo conc pr tn „„ Bo TO 680,675 
— WOE Er S 559,018 


is the amount eſtimated to be forthcoming for the purchaſe of 
inveſtments, payment of commercial charges, &c. 


In this year, the proviſion of inveſtment is calculated upon a 
more confined ſcale than the laſt, in conſequence of the demand of 
funds for the purpoſes already mentioned. The advances and 
charges, including the ſupply to China, are ſtated at 1,800,000). ; 
but whether the trade will have been carried to the full extent of 


this ſum, or not, cannot be well determined, till the accounts of the 
year are received, 


DEBTS IN INDIA. 


The ſtate of the debts contracted by the ſeveral Governments in 


India come next under conſideration. From the obſervations 
already made on the receipt and expenditure, and on the advances 
for the inveſtments, a very conſiderable increaſe of debt is to be 


expected. On a compariſon with laſt year, the increaſe is as fol- 
lows, viz. 


In April 1797, the debts amounted to A (9, 294, 539 
In April 1798, by No. 16, their amount wass 11,032,645 
Being an increaſe of ........ JC 1,728,106 


The ſubſeription to the remittance plan, under the orders of 
June 1793, was, by No. 17, 345,579. which is leſs, by more 
than 1 50, oool. than the ſum preſcribed by the act of Parliament 
for the liquidation of the Indian debt. The operation of this plan 
muſt have been interrupted by the inereaſed demand of funds, 
and, in conſequence, by the more advantageous modes of remittance, 
and of employment of money on loan. 


The debts bearing intereſt, by the accounts of laſt year, amounted 


to 7, 479, 162J. By No. 16 of the preſent accounts, they were 
$,933,0481. mak ng an increaſe of 1,454,486]. Thc amount of 


intereſt payable annually was, by laſt year's accounts, 576,77 51. ; 


the annual intereſt by the preſent account, No. 16, is 558,135. ; 


increaſe of intereſt, 181,360/, The rate of exchange is calculated 
as on former occaſions. 
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-- ASSETS IN INDIA. 


The value of the aſſets in India, confiſting of caſh, goods, 
ſores, and debts owing to the Company, calculated at the ſame ex- 
change as the, debts, amounted, on the 3oth April 1797, to 
10, 5 31, 148]. On the 3oth April 1798, by No. 21, it was 
- $9,922,903). The decrcafe of the value of aſſets is 608, 2421. 

In two articles onlv have the aſſets increaſed ; the ſtores, and 
the deb's owing to the Company: the former, in conſequence of 
the war; and the latter, from the balances of revenue principally, 
The decreaſe is in the ſmaller quantity of import goods, and alt, 
opium, &c. ; the remains of which muſt generally depend upon 
the extent of the ſales in the year; but the great diminution is in 
the export goods, and the cath and bills, as already noticed, 

Adding to the above decreaſe of aſſets the increaſe of debts, 
1,738, 1061. the general ſtate of the affairs in India is, on the 
compariſon with the laſt year, worſe by 2, 346, 348ʃ. 


HOME ACCOUNTS. 


The inveſtigation of the ſtate of affairs at home, to which the 
attention of the Committee is now requeſted, wil!, 1 doubt not, 
afford the higheſt degree of ſatisfa&ion, from exhibiting a ſignal 
diſplay of the increating wealth and improving commerce of the 
Company. It will be found alſo, to diſſipate any alarm. which may 
have been occaſioned from the ſhort amount of the ſales of the laſt 

year. In that year, from diſappointment in the arrival of cargoes, 
which during war is at times unavoidable, the ſales certainly ſuſ- 
tained a very conſiderable check : the very grounds on which the 
eſtimates were formed were completely changed; and the defalca- 
tion in the produce, whether on the compariſon of the yeat immedi- 
ately preceding, or the average of three years, was to a great amount. 
The cauſe of this difference being fully aſcertained to be merely 
caſual, the eſtimate for the year 1798-9, now under conſideration, 
was framed on calculations, ſuppoſing the arrival of the ſhips detained 
in India, likewiſe thoſe expected in the uſual courſe of the ſeaſon. 
Happily, a ſecond difappointment has not occurred ; and the ex- 
pectations have been more than juſtified by a reſult which has been 
favourable in the extreme. 

The aggregate amount of the ſales of goods from India and 
China, including the Company's, the private trade, and the goods 
ſold under the Neutral Property act, by No. 25, was 10, 315, 2500 
which exceeded the preceding year, 1797-8, in no leſs a ſum than 
4,261,855). The exceſs on the Company's goods alone was 
3+018,244/, ; on private trade goods, 425,058/.; and it was re- 
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marked on the ſale of private trade goods in that year, that it was 
greater than any former ſale. On neutral goods the exceſs was 
218, 553%. 

The ſales of the Company's goods were eſtimated to amount to 
6,691, 3271. and actually amounted to 8 ; being more 
than the eſtimate, 1,645, 739l. 

The deficiency of the laſt year aroſe from the accidental detention 
of the goods, as already adverted to. 
that thoſe goods would arrive in the enſuing year, the eſtimate was 
not only framed with due attention to that circumſtance, but reck- 
oning alſo on the receipt of goods beyond the proportion of former 
years, in conſequence of the meaſures known to have been adopted 
in India for the extention of the inveſtments. The great exceſs, 
however, furniſhes the preſumption, that the advantages accruing 
from thoſe meaſures were under-rated, or that a commendable cau- 
tion was uſed, from the knowledge of the interruption whieh the 
markets were expoſed to from the continuance of the war. A 
much Jarger quantity of goods certainly did arrive, and was put up 
to ſale, but not to an amount fully accounting for the immenſe dif- 
ference. This, it is ſatisfactory to obſerve, is likewiſe to be attri- 
buted to the advanced prices, conſequent upon an enlarged actual 
demand, and in a very great degree for foreign conſumption. The 
ſales of tea, indeed, amounted to a ſum beyond the experience of 


any former Fear, or any calculation which could with propriety be 


made, at the time of forming the eſtimate. The only articles in 
which the eſtimate was not under-rated, are the Bengal piece goods 
and the raw ilk ; the latter in a ſmall ſum : but, in both inſtances, 
they exceeded the laſt year in a very conſiderable amount. The 
Coaſt and Surat goods were immenſely productive ; and every 
other article of merchandize ſold to an amount, and at prices be- 
yond expeQation flattering. 


The ſalutary confequences of this highly advantageous event will 


ultimately be found to have extended to every branch of the Com- 
pany's concerns, both abroad and at home, as will be more particu- 


larly noticed hereafter ; the preſent intention being to point out its 


immediate effects upon the caſh tranſactions at home. The ac- 


count, No. 23, ſhews the receipt and expenditure in the year 
1798-9 ; and it will appear, on reference to the eſtimate for that 
year, that variations have occurred, to a conſiderable amount; but it 
will, I truſt, be admitted, that difappointments ſimilar to thoſe of 
the preceding year, and events ſo unexpected and unprecedented as 
thoſe of the preſent year, muſt almoſt defy accuracy in calculation 
on eſtimate, 
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any doubts which might be entertained, of an attention to due care 
in ſtating the proſpects of the Company, in conſequence of differ. 
ences to ſo large an amount having appeared in two ſucceeding 
years between the eſtimates and the actual accounts. 

A curſory view of the account now referred to will lead to the 
moſt ſatisfaQory inferences : and fti!l more fo, on the compariſon 
with the eſtimate for the period in queſtion, or with the actual ac. 
count of the laſt year. In that year, the unfavourable reſult at firſ 
apprehended was prevented, partly by the help of reſources on the 
credit of the Company, and partly from demands upon the Com- 
pany being either protracted, or intended expences being deferred. 
In the preſent year, the reſult was likewiſe expected to be unfavour- 
able to a very large amount; but will be found to have terminated 
quite otherwiſe, without incurring any debt on loan, or by the iſſue 
of bonds,” to an-amount worthy of notice. 

From what has been obſerved, the Committee are prepared for 
the information, that the change is chiefly to be attributed to the re- 
ceipt on the fale of goods. This receipt, eſtimated to amount to 
5,905,9277. actually amounted to 7, 764, 404. being more than 
eſtimated 1,8 5 8, 477. 

The ſum left due on the ſales of the former year was only 
314, 6001. The amount due from the purchaſers at the laſt ſales 
was 942,5 281. 

The receipts for charges and profit on private trade goods, eſti- 
mated to amount to 129,000. actually amounted to 137, 3940; 


excceding the eſtimate in the ſum of 17, 3941. principally from the 
larger extent of the ſales. 


The receipts in the actual accounts, on account of FI and 
freight on private trade, are never ſtated in the eſtimates, being un- 
certain in their amount, and not forming any reſource of the Com- 
pany. Theſe ſums are included in the diſburſements on the other 
tide, and are uſually adjuſted in the examination of thoſe items. 

The amount received for the ſale of the loyalty loan beyond the 
ſum eſtimated, is hardly to be noticed, as it merely tended to reduce 
the aſſets under that head, though not in a degree with the ſum re- 
ceived, on account of the advantageous diſpoſal of it : So that, ex- 
cluſive of the receipts on account of private goods, of which no efti- 
mate is ever made farther than the ſum actually due on paſt ſales, 
the whole of the receipts in the year were more than eſtimated, 
2,017,142. 

On the payment ſide it will be found, that, excluding the private 
trade, as in the reccipts, the expenditure in general has exceeded the 
eſtimate to the amount of 7 5,041. 
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care WM tively ſmall, but may not be taken as a certain criterion of the ac- 
fer. curacy of the eſtimate. In an expenditure ſo immenſe, compriſing 
ning WM many branches, each expoſed to a variety of contingencies, an exact 
correſpondence of the aQual diſburſement with the eſtimated was 
the not to be looked for, eſpecially at the period in queſtion : of this the 
riſon Committee muſt be aware, from the obſervations already made. 
| ac- Wl Subſtantial reaſons may, however, be adduced for every difference, 
firſt In many items, the ſums diſburſed have been leſs than the eſti- 
| the mate: and in thoſe inſtances where the eftimate has been exceeded, 
om- which will appear to have been the caſe to a large a mount, it is ſa- 
rred. WM tisfatory to remark, that moſt effential benefits have been already 
/our- derived from the advances made. Of theſe advances beyond the 
nated W amount eſtimated, upwards of a million was in ſupply of the funds 
iſſue abroad, the neceſſity for which was not only imperious, but juſt, 
inaſmuch as the amelioration of the home concern had been pro- 
d for WW duced at the expence, and apparently to the detriment of that in 
ie te- India. Of this ſum, upwards of 260,000]. was expended in ex- 
nt to ports of the manufactures of this country ; the remainder was in 
than WF bullion. 
The expected expenditure has been exceeded in the ſum of 
only Foo, 32 5l. by the payment of bonds by the purchaſers at the ſales. 
ſales MW This, indeed, has occurred in an amount, more or leſs, for ſome 
years paſt ; although it has never been ſtated in the eſtimates. The 
eſti · ¶ omiſſion is very correR, becauſe the circumſtance depends entirely, 
2941; W whether the bonds are at a premium or at a diſcount : if the for- 
m the BW mer, it can never happen; but if the latter in but a ſmall amount, 
it will always ſuit the intereſt of the buyers to pay for their pur- 
is and chaſes by this method, as they are receiveable at par. As the 
ig un- ifſue of new bonds in this year has been very trivial, the bond 
Com- debt will be found reduced in nearly the whole ſum paid in. 
e other 


The exceſs by the pay of officers on furlough and on retirement, 
has ariſen from a greater number embracing the benefit of the mi- 


nd the IB litary regulations than was expected when the eſtimate was made 
reduce WW Another exceſs is in the payment to the Bank, in diſcharge of 
um re- loans. This is merely in appearance, being only under one branch 


at, ex- of the obligations to the Bank. On reference to the other, it will 
no eſti- WF be diſcovered, that the ſum of 7 oo, oool. was deferred. The real 
t ſales, ſtate of this concern is, —the whole amount of the debt, at the 
mated, ¶ commencement of the year, was 1,150,000]. Of this 700,000. 

was a loan on the mortgage of the annuities, 100,000. on bonds, 
private BF and 350, oool. on the loyalty loan. It was originally in contem- 
ded the BY plation to diſcharge the two firſt, but finally determined to pay only 
mpara- Bl the latter; ſo that, inſtead of a real exceſs, it will appear that the 
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actual payments to the Bank were 450,000). leſs than eſtimated, 

and that the debt ſtil] remaining due is reduced to $00,000. 

The heads under which the actual payments have fallen ſhort of 
the eſtimated, to an amount requiring notice, are as follow : 

The cuſtoms on the Company's goods, in the ſum of 203, 1 500. 
Conſidering the enlarged importation, an exceſs was rather to have 
been expected ; but the ſum due amounts to 41 5.9217 more than 
laſt year. 

The freight paid on the Company $ goods was alſo below the 
eſtimate 673,433. which, from the numerous arrivals, was natu- 
rally to be expected to exceed likewiſe : the debt under this head is 
434, oool. more than laſt year. A lefs ſum, by 78,9 200. has 
been paid on bills from India and China, from the bills not com- 
ing in courſe of payment in the year; but a much larger amount is 
owing on thoſe from China than laſt year. A difference has oc- 
curred in charges of merchandize, amounting 108, 6441. partly from 
a leſs expence for buildings; but this head uſually includes a 
variety of contingencies, of which no calculation c can properly be 
made. 

The reſult of the compariſon of the eſtimate and aQual account 
of the whole receipt and expenditure is, — the balance of caſh 
expected to be againſt the Company on the 1 March 1799, 
1,318,937. proved to be in favour, to the amount of 805,930/.; 
making a balance of better than eſtimated, 2,1 24, 87 57. in conſe- 
quence of the immenſe receipts on the ſale of goods, the increaſed 
and advantageous diſpoſal of the loyalty loan, the deferred payment 
to the Bank, and the ſmaller diſburſements for cuſtoms, freight, 
&c. notwithſtanding the extenſive ſupply to the funds abroad, and 

the diſcharge of 5 00,0001. bonded debt. 


_ Esr1 E, 1799-1800. 


The proſpe& entertained for the year 1799-1800 will likewiſc 
appear in the account, No. 23, already referred to, which was 
drawn up at the concluſion of the laſt official year. If the cauſes 
of the great variation from the eſtimates of the two paſt years were 
not fully underſtood, ſome diffidence in the ground of the eſtimate 
for the preſent year might ariſe ; and although the obſervation re- 
peatedly made, as to the difficulty of ſtating the expectations, with 
any probability of their complete realization in time of war, might 
fairly apply in the preſent inſtance ; I have reaſon to hope that, 
notwithſtanding the obſtacles to be apprehended, the calculations, 
ypon the preſent occaſion, will be verified in the reſult: at any rate, 
it may with propriety be remarked, that they appear to have been 
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warranted by the enen circumſtances at the time they were 
made. 

The great and leading point firſt to be noticed i in the eſtimate is 
the receipt for the ſale of goods. The amount ſtated on this ac- 
count is 7,840,528). which is only 76,1241. more than the re- 
ceipt in the laſt year. The eſtimate appears to be made with great 
caution : the ſale is taken at 470,000. leſs than the laſt year, 
though the value of goods in warehouſe was more by 3, 400, oool. 
The principle on which it is formed is as follows: The fales were 
eſtimated to amount to 7,803,000. ; of which may be received, 
aſter the cloſe of the year, 865,000). ; leaving the receipt on theſe 
ſales at 6,998,000). ; but, reckoning on the payment of what was 
due on the fales of the laſt year, to the amount of 842,5 281. 
making, as above, 7,840,5287. From the ſales actually made (as 


far as it can be aſcertained) there exiſts every probability that the 


expectations in this regard will not be diſappointed. 
On the payment fide, the cuſtoms and freight are calculated, as 
uſual, on the quantity of goods expected: A variation in the firſt, 
may arife from the act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion, by which, in ſome 


caſes, the purchaſers will pay the cuſtoms. The ſupply to India 


in bills and bullion, and the manuf:Qures of this country, is ſtated 
to a large amount; and it is expected that the ſum of 8 oo, oool. 

will be paid to the Bank. The reſult of the whole is, the balance 
2gainſt the Company, on 1 March 1800, is eſtimated to be 
565, 9881. From the experience of the two paſt years, a more fa- 
vourable out-turn, as to the caſh balance, may be expected; and 
indeed it is more than probable that arrangements have been made, 
accommodated to the circumſtances of the Company. 


DEBTS AT HOME. 

The debts and aſſets at home come next under review. In 
March 1798, the debts amounted to 7, 284, 694. in March 
1799, by No. 23, their amount was 7,103,762). ; being a de- 
ercaſe, in the laſt year, of 180,9 321. f 

This, it is to be obſerved, is the net decreaſe. On ſome items 
an increaſe has appeared; but theſe have, for the moſt part, been 
already noticed; The large diminution of the bond debt, and of 
the debt to the Bank, likewiſe before-mentioned, with the ſmaller 
ſums due on bills from India, and other articles not neceſſary to be 
particularized, produced the difference here ſtated. 


| ASSETS AT HOME. 
A conſiderable amelioration of the property at home was ſhewn 


in the laſt year. In the preſent, it has occurred in a much greater 
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amount. The value of the aſſets was, on the 1ſt March 1798, 
13,211,370]. ;—on the 1ſt March 1799, by No. 23, it was 
17,119,628]. ; making an increaſe amounting to 3,908,258). 

The increafed amount of goods in warehouſe, and of the ſums 
due on ſales, has been adverted to. Additions are found in the 
outward- bound cargoes, in bullion, and in articles for export. The 
only item ſhewing a deereaſe, requiring notice, is the cargoes from 
China, which had not arrived at the time of making up the account 
of the laſt year. 

If the decreaſe of the debts, amounting to 180, 93 21. is added 
to the above increaſe of aſſets, the improvement of the home con- 
eern in this year will appear to be 4, 089, 1 90l. 


CHINA AN PD Sr. HELENA. 


In the laſt year, a reverſe at China appeared to a large amount. 
The balance againſt the Company, by the accounts now under exa- 
mination, appears to have increaſed. In the former year it 
amounted' to 718,945. ; by No. 24 of the preſent accounts it was 
1,07 3,007. ; which is more unfavourable by 35 4, 66 21. 

No books of a later date having been received from: St. Helena 
than thoſe from which the balance ſtated laſt year was taken, a com- 
pariſon in that inſtance cannot be made. 


GENERAL COMPARATIVE VIEW of the Debts and Aſt 
in the left and preſent year's Account. 


The final obje& intended to be accompliſhed by the preſent in- 
veſtigation is, a diſcovery of the effect produced on the Company's 
concerns at large, by the tranſactions, both abroad and at home, 
during the year under conſideration. To that end it will be ne- 
ceſſary to draw into one view the increaſe or decreaſe of debts and 
aſſets which have been already ſtated. 

An increaſe has appeared in the debts in India, amounting to 
1,7 38,1061. the decreaſe in the debts at home is 180,932/.; 
and, deducted from the increaſe in India, ſhews the net increaſe of 
debts to be 1,557,174]. The decreaſe of aſſets in India 15 
608,242]. ;—the increaſe of aſſets at home is 3,908,258). ; by 
deducting the decreaſe in India, the increaſe of the aſſets will be 
3,392,016/.; and deduQing farther the deereaſe at China, 
amounting to 354,0021. the net increaſe of aſſets will then appear 
to be 2,945,354. The difference between this ſum and the in- 
creaſe of debt, as above, is 1,388,180]. and is the amount in 
which the general fate of the Company's affairs has improved in 
the period of account now before the Committee. 
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The account, No. 24, intituled, Stock by Computation, is drawn 
up with the view, likewiſe, of exhibiting the general Rate of the 
Company's affairs both abroad and at home. The comparifon of 
the balances of this account, from year to year, ſhould correſpond 
with the compariſon now made; the reaſon why it does not, has 
been formerly explained. By this account it appears, that the ba- 
lance of property in India was taken from ſtock accounts of various 
dates, ſome ſo far back as October 1797. Every adjuſtment was 
made, as preſcribed by the advices received at the time of making 
up the accounts; and the dates of the invoices of cargoes to or 
from India were examined, that no part of their value ſhould be 
included, both abroad and at home. 

As the amount of the property in India, No. 21 of the ſtate- 
ments now under reference, was made up to the 3oth April 1798, 
a farther examination has taken place ; and it appears that cargoes 
to the amount of 279, 65 31. forming a part of the aſſets at home, 
arrived in India, previous to the clofing of the quick ſtocks, on 
zoth April 1798. This ſum muſt, in courſe, be deducted; when 
the net improvement will be reduced to 1, 108, 5271. 


The reſults arifing from the inveſtigation of the accounts, na- 
turally ſuggeſt the propriety of further remarks. 

From the origin of the eſtabliſhment of the preſent ſyſtem of 
controul over the affairs of the Eaſt-India Company, but particu- 
larly fince the arrangement in the year 1793 (the commencement 
of the preſent charter), my earneſt endeavours have been exerted, 
that the end deſigned ſhould be fully accompliſhed. Every varia- 
tion from the eſtimate then formed, which was conſidered: the baſis 
of the financial calculatious, has been diſtinctly attended to; the 


ſubſequerit eſtimates, framed agreeably to the circumſtances of the 


times, have been minutely examined, and their out-turn, either as 
it reſpected revenue or charge, cloſely jnveſtigated, and ſtated to the 
Committee. Upon the preſent occaſion, it has been deemed requi- 
ite to go into more extenfive explanations in the detail of the exa- 
mination, becauſe it is the firſt in which a deficit has appeared in 
the reſources of India to anſwer the demands, and becauſe the refult 
in the home concern has been ſo much more favourable than any 
expectation which could have been entertained. T heſe explanations 
might, perhaps, be ſufficient to account for the differences between 
the eſtimates and the actual accounts of the year in queſtion ; but 
it appears needful that the attention of the Committee ſhould be 
directed to a more general view of the ſubjeR, leſt any alarm ſhould 


«ſc in conſequence of the deficiency abroad, and leſt the confidence 
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in the ſtability of the reſources there (which may be juſtly enter. 
tained) ſhould be ſhaken. 

The eſtimate of the year 1793, now adverted to, was framed on 
the moſt accurate calculations preſcribed by the experience of paſt 
years. That the proſpets might not be over rated, the reſources, 
though evidently in a ſtate of improvement, were taken on a mode- 


rate ſcale :— This is proved by the iſſue. 


Their produce has 


more than juſtified the expectations; and although fluctuations 
on ſo immenſe a revenue muſt naturally be expected, the eſtimate 
has been exceeded in no leſs a ſum than a million ſterling on the 


average : 


and it 1s ſatisfa Sorv to oblerve, that notwithſtanding ſome 


diſappointments have occationally happened in the realization of 
the Company's own immcdiate reſources, nothing has occurred to 
raiſe any doubt of their general ſtability and permanence. The 
ſubſidies from the Princes in alliance with the Company, tor the 
military aſſiſtance rendered them, have received a conſiderable ad- 
dition ; and it is expected that the receipts on that account will, in 
the year 1798-9, exceed the ſum firſt ſtated 11 in no * an amount 
than 560, oool. 

From what has been now obſerved, it muſt be concluded, that 
the immenſe difference has entirely ariſen from tte increaſe of the 


charges. 
was framed with an equal degree of caution. 


It nevertheleſs appears, that the eſtimate, in this reſpect 
The increaſe has 


deen occaſioned by circumſtances which could not poſſibly be tore- 
ſeen: it has been progreſſive ; and the various additions have been 


annually explained to the Committee as they aroſe. 


On the re- 


view it will be found, that a part may be looked upon to be per- 
manent ; as that occafioned by the regulations for the adminiſtra- 
- tion of juſtice, that incurred by the military regulations in 1796, 
with the increaſed pay to the Europeans, in conformity with the 
fame meaſure in England; alſo the addition to the army, in conſe- 


quence of the ſubſidiary treaties : 


but a very material part of the 


increaſed expence may be ſtated to be temporary and contingent, 
and to have ariſen from the neceſſity of various expeditions, and 
of warlike preparations, of which it will not be practicable to aſcer- 
tain the whole charge incurred till accounts of a later date ſhall be 


received. 


It is then intended more fully to illuſtrate the policy. of 


the meaſures adopted from time to time; likewiſe the important and 
beneficial conſequences which may be ultimately expected from the 
ſucceſsful iſſue of the late military operations. 


A part of the additional diſburſement may be attributed to the com- 


merce ; the debts having been increaſed from the meaſure of carry- 
ing the inveſtments to the utmoſt extent poſſible, from which the 
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annual intereſt was much greater. The remarks now offered ariſe 
from the general view of the whole concern, and lead to the. moft 
ſatis factory inferences. 'T he expences have certainly been immenſe ; 
but, under every circumſtance of the war, the revenues have in- 
creaſed, and the trade has been advanced, to an amount before un- 
known. Great advantages have been already derived; more may 
be expected. The major part of the expence incurred can only 
be eſteemed a temporary ſaeri fice to obtain a ſubſtantial ave per- 
manent benefit. My opinions to this effect have formertv_ ten 
given; and Jam much gratified, that in whatever way the {ubje&t 
is conſidered, they appear to be fully warranted in the reſult. 

The view of the political ſituation of the Co:::prny, preſents a 
ſource of the higheſt ſatisfaction, and cannot fail oi producing the 
warmeſt approbation of every meaſure which has tecn adopted. 
The neceſſity of the moſt vigorous and deciſive meaſures is com- 
pletely ſelf evident; and if the preſervation of the Britiſh p oſſciſions, 
entire and undiminiſhed, had been alone accompliſhed, a truly 
valuable end would have been anſwered : but when the moſt ſan- 
gui ne expectations have been exceeded, and the power and influence 
of this country in the Eaſt have been carried to an extent, and eſta- 
bliſned on a footing, flattering to its pride, and conducive to its 
general intereſts, every regret at tlie immenſe expences. in-urred 
will vaniſh, and the attention will only be directed to the ainpie re- 
muneration which will hereafter be tound. 

The purſuit and attainment of theſe great objects naturally af- 
fected the whole financial ſyſtem abroad, in a degree apparently in- 
jurious to the commercial intereſts. A very contiderable part of 
the ſum uſually appropriated to the purpoſes of commerce became 
abſorbed ; ſo that the continuance of the inveſtments at iir accuſ- 
tomed amount, and much more the extenſion, might certainly be con- 
ſidered a queſtion rather problematical, from the difficulty of providing 
funds inereaſing with the additional amount required; and ſpecially 
as thoſe funds could only be raiſed on loans, at expenſive rates of 
intereſt, or on bills at an unfavourable exchange. The effect of 
the former has been ſhewn in the increaſed debt abroad, and the 
inconvenience is felt in the great demand for intereſt : but at the 
periods in queſtion, no inconvenience of this deſcription cou!d be 
put in competition with the far greater evils which muſt have ariſen 
from the interruption of the manufactures on the one hand, or with 
the advantages. which, on every commercial principle, might be 
reckoned upon,” on the other. In both reſpects, the end has been 
fully anſwered ; the induſtry of the natives has had full ſcope, and 


the produce of it has met a ready and profitable market, The 
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treaſury at home has been repleniſhed, and the Company have been 
enabled to afford to India extenſive ſupplies at moſt ſcafonable periods. 
The payments from the home treaſury on account of India and 
China, in the three years 1797-8 to 1799-18cG0 (a year later 
than the accounts now before the Committee), have amounted to 
no leſs a ſum than 10,660,000]. Of this, 4,100,000). were for 
the exports of this country, 2,240,000). for bullion, 2, 00,0001, 
in payment of bills of exchange, and 1,600,000). in liquidation of 
the Indian debt; ſo that the average —_— in thoſe years was 
more than 3,590,000/. 

The propricty of keeping up the inveſtments in India to the ut- 
moſt amount poſſible, is till farther evinced, by a reference to the 
fituation of the Company, in conſequence of the expulſion of Eu- 
ropean rivals. The opportunity was too favourable to be ne- 
giected; it became, in fact, a duty to embrace it. On that prin- 
ciple, the Legiſlature permitted (if neceſſary) an addition of two 
millions to the capital ſtock. The depreſſed value of the public 
fecurties, for a conſiderable time after the paſſing of that act, ren- 
dercd it unadviſeable to have recourſe to this meaſure ; which, in 
one reſpect, may be deemed fortunate, as an opportunity has been 
afforded of diſcovering the power and extent of the Company's 
credit and reſources ; and the full benefit of the exertions abroad 
has been derived by the aid only of occafional iſſues of bonds 
and of loans from the Bank, each of which has been reduced to the 
former level. In the laſt year, a confiderable amclioration ap- 
peared in the home concern ; but in no proportion equal to that in 
the accounts of the preſent year. Againſt this the deterioration of 
the foreign may be ſtated ; but the moſt effectual remedy in that 
reſpect has been applied; and the improvement on the concern in 
general, compared with the year preceding, exceeds one million 
ſterling. 

The produce of the fales in the year 1798-9 was unprecedented. 
The encouragements under the act of 1793 to private traders, that 
the commerce of the Eaft might be brought to Great Britain, have 


already had happy effects. The ſales of private trade goods are 


every year increaſing ; © thoſe of the laſt year exceeded any former; 
thoſe of the year now under conſideration were ſtill 400,000. 
more; and little doubt need be entertained, but by a regulated ex- 
tenfion of the privilege, and by the adoption of ſuch additional wiſe 
meaſures as expericnce may ſuggeſt, ſteadily adhering at the ſame 
time to the principle in view when the act was paſſed, the object 
will be attained, fo far 1 under —_— circumſtances, there is juſt 
ground to hope. 
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Greater credit may be aſſumed from the amount of the ſales in 
general, from the diſcovery that the purchaſes were not made on mere 
ſpeculation, but on a real demand. In the articles for forcign con- 
ſumption, particularly, proofs to that effe& exiſt ; and the goods 
were ſhipped with a rapidity before unknown. An evidence, ſtili 
ſtronger, is found on the ſales of the next year, which, as far as the 
accounts are made up, appear to have been equal to the large 
amount eſtimated. 

The improving ftate of the commerce is likewiſe manifeſted in 
the enlarged demands for the manufactures of this country. From 
the ready ſale, the governments abroad were induced to add eonſi- 
derably to their indents : and the Court of DireQors, willing to 
contribute ſo eſſentially to the general advantage, greatly enlarged 
the conſignments. Some later advices mention a partial ftagna- 
tion, from the ſcarcity of ſpecie, and the diſturbed ftate of India. 
The ſupply of bullion from home will have afforded great relief 
in the firſt inſtance, and the ſucceſsful operations of the Britiſh 
arms will have materially contributed to correct the other; ſo that 
there is every proſpect of an increaſed conſumption in future. A 
demand may likewiſe ariſe in the recently acquired territories, and 
in other parts where it has been endeavoured to eſtabliſh a com- 
mercial intercourſe. 

The ſubſtantial advantages 3 both abroad * at home, 
from an increaſed demand of the manufaQures, in either inſtance, 
will not be diſputed : in it centers the ſureſt ſource of proſperity. 
Thoſe advantages cannot be more ſtrongly exemplified than in the 
period now under conſideration. The employ of the thouſands of 
induſtrious artizans in the Indian provinces, afforded the means of 
purchaſing the goods of this country, and contributed largely to pro- 
duce other beneficial effects, already ſtated. 

The trade with China may not perhaps be thought to be produe- 
tive of this reciprocal advantage in fo great a degree; the benefit is 
ſtill, however, immenſe, both to the Company and to the Nation : 
to the Company, from contributing moſt effentially to the ſales at 
home, in an artiele yielding conſiderable profit. The benefit to the 
Nation, excluſive of the employment of ſhipping, is two-fold ; in 


point of revenue, as will be again noticed, but ſpecially, in the. 


conſtant, regular, and increafing annual demand for the woollens 
and metals. The demand, indeed, for woollens, may be ſtated as 
beneficial to the Nation alone ; as in a commercial point of view, 
the Company, confidered only as merchants, might not think it 


prudent to attend to it, on account of the loſs to which it frequently | 


expoſes them; but FOE a loſs in the laſt year, the ex- 
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country, in point of revenue. 
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port in the following has been increaſed, becauſe the Company, 
from a ſenſe of duty to the Public, very properly reflected, that they 
ſhould not be juni ſied in placing their own immediate intereſt in 


competition with the advantages generally diffuſed by the conſump. 


tion of manufactures to the amount of ſeveral hundred thouſand 
pounds ſterling. Tt is much to be regretted, that, from the fitua- 
tion of the atfairs in India, the balances due the Chineſe merchants 
were ſo greatly increaſed ; as it is always deſirable for the credit of 


the Company and of the Nation to keep them as low as poſſible, 


Late. advices ſtate, that by the timely aſſiſtance of bullion and 
goods from, and bills upon Europe and the Preſidencies in ww 
the balance has ſince been reduced from 1,093,000). t 
220,000. 

I have already remarked, that the produce of the ſales in the 
year 1798-9 was unprecedented. Their immenſe amount, not- 
withſtanding the continued demands upon-the capital of the coun- 


try for the purpoſes of war, furniſhes a convincing proof of the ge- 


neral commercial proſperity. . The internal proſperity is likewiſe 


particularly diſplayed, in the greatly increaſed amount of one article, 
forming a very material part of thoſe ſales. The article alluded to 


is that of tea ; which, though it may perhaps be termed an artifi- 


_ cial neceſſary of life, is become a neceſſary few would be diſpoſed to 


relinquiſh. The conſumption of it has gradually increaſed ſince 
the year 1784, the time of paſſing the Commutation Act. At 
that time it was ſuppoſed by ſome gentlemen, that the quantity 
conſumed: would not exceed twelve millions of pounds; and I well 
remember. differing in opinion on that ſubje&, with a moſt valuable 
character now no more, the late Mr. Nathaniel Smith, for whoſe 
memory I ſhall ever retain the higheſt reſpect. The reſult has 
been moſt flattering to my expeQations, and moſt beneficial to the 
By an account of the annual fales 
of tea from 1784 to the lateſt period, it appears that till the year 
1790 they amounted, on the average, to ſixteen million pounds 
weight, never below fiſteen : from that time to 1796, the increaſe 
was progreſſively to twenty-one millions.” In the two following 
years 'they did not quite reach twenty millions ; but in the year 
ending 1799, they arrived at near twenty-five millions ; and there 
is every proſpect that the next year will not fall ſhort of that 


. 
Having offered the fulleſt explanations of the nes which have 


operated as a drain upon the reſources of India, of the effect upon 


the commercial ſyſtem, and of the meaſures ſucceſsfully reſorted to 
for carrying on and extending the trade; it till remains to be pre- 
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Sieg, that 3 the wiſdom of thoſe meaſures appears 
ſo fully confirmed by their favourable out- turn as to demand an 
almoſt unqualified approbation, and notwithſtanding the wiſh I ever 
did and always ſhall entertain for the utmoſt extenſion of the 
company's trade, I am not prepared to ſay it will be, at every time, 
prudent to furniſh the inveſtments, by adding to the debt in India. 
The peculiar fituation of affairs rendered it, in the paſt cafe, expe- 
dient, and indeed neceſſary; but in future, other modes muſt be 
deviſed. A conſiderable ſurplus from the revenues will again, I 
truſt, very ſoon accrue ; but in whatever ſum that may prove defi- 
cient for the purchaſe of cargoes, a ſupply muſt, be found, either by 
bills upon the Court of Directors, or by bullion or exports from 
this country. The debt abroad muſt not be allowed to accumu- 
late beyond a certain amount: it is, at preſent, far too large, and 
means muſt be diſcovered for its reduction. 

It being intended to take a more comprehenſive view of the ge- 
neral ſtate of the Indian concern when the next aceounts are laid 
before the Houſe, the remaining obſervations, with regard to the 
ſituation of the poſſeſſions abroad, will be very brief. 

A tolerable accurate judgment of the ſtate of the provinces under 
the management of the ſeveral Preſidencies may be formed, from 
the copious remarks upon the produce of their reſources reſpec- 
tively. The cauſes of the diſappointments in the receipts from the 
land rents, and from the ſale of ſalt in Bengal, have been diſtinctly 
explained, and the remedy in contemplation to ſecure the more ready 
recovery of the former. The apprehenſions of the tranquillity of 
the provinces being diſturbed by the ſuppoſed diſaſfection of ſome 
of the Zemindars, appear to be completely removed, from the dif- 
covery of the artifice employed to produce them ; and, excluſive of 
occalional protraction of the payments of the rents (by no means 
general), no ground of complaint ſeems to exiſt, On the contrary | 
there is every reaſon to be ſatisfied that the great body of the land- 
holders appear fully impreſſed with a ſenſe of the ſuperior comforts 
they enjoy, from the mild and equitable regulations eſtabliſned under 
the preſent ſyſtem of government. 

The only points in immediate conneQion with the Indian re- 


ſources, to which it is further neceſſary to requeſt the attention of 


the Committee, are thoſe relating to the alliances with the native 
princes. Some important changes have been glanced at, and an 
intention ſignified that more preciſe information would be afforded. 

The due realization of the ſubſidies which thoſe: princes ſeverally 
engaged to pay.to the Company for military ſuccours, is certainly of 
material conſequence. In ſome inſtances, it is ſecured by direct 
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aſlignments of diftrias ; in ters, the good faith of the parties was 


- the only guarantee. The treaty with the late Nabob Vizier of 


Oude was under this predicament, and will be the firſt for 
remark. 


It may not be requiſite now to enter upon the diſcuſſion of the ori- 


gin of this connection, nor of the obligations which the former Vizier 


was under to the Company. Of this, both himſclf and his ſuc- 
ceſſor, the Naboh who died in 1797, appeared ſenſible, and the en- 
gagements they entered into were diſcharged. The neceſſity of 
preſerving the influence which had long ſubſiſted at the Court of 
Lucknow, cannot be diſputed; nor the conſequence which muſt 
attach to the exerciſe of that influence on principles of moderation 
and juſtice. During the latter part of the life of the late Vizier, 
_ the errors in the adminiſtration of his affairs were ſuch as to threaten 
the moſt ſerious evils, and were the cauſe of repeated friendly 
remonſtrances on the part of the Bengal government. 

The events immediately following the death of the Vizier are de- 
tailed in the very able and judicious minute of the late Governor 
General, laid before the Houſe, with other documents on this ſub- 
Je, in the laſt ſeſſion. The ſucceſſion of Vizier Ally, a youth 
about ſixteen years of age, the reputed fon of the deceaſed, the ne- 
ceſſity of his early depoſition and of placing the rightful heir on 
the Muſnud, are therein diſtinctly ſtated, alſo the treaty with the 
latter, conferring greater advantages on the Company. The deſec - 
tive title of the depoſed Nabob was fully proved; and his depoſition 
may be conſidered a favourable circumſtance, as the worſt of conſe- 
quences might have been expeQed from the treachery and baſeneſs 
of his diſpoſition, alſo from his enmity to the Britiſh. Theſe have 
fince been moſt fatally diſplayed in the premeditated aſſaſſination of 
the Reſident and ſome other gentlemen at Benares, where he had 
retired, under the proteQion of the Company, on ample allowances 
from the government of Oude. The adoption of prompt and vi- 
gorous meaſures, prevented the further accompliſhment of his pur- 
poſes ; and he, for a time, eſcaped by flight the Juſt vengeance due 
to his crimes, 

The increaſed fobG idy provides for an additional force ſtationed 
in Oude. Doubts were, at firſt, entertained for its realization for 
a year or two ; but, by late advices, the payments have been punc- 
tually kept up. The intention of the preſent Vizier to reform the 
Adminiftration, and to diſband a great part of his own extenſive 
army, and inftitute a more diſciplined force in its room, will 


enable him to continue the regular funken of the ſtipulations of 


his treaty. 
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The due performance of the ſtipulations in the treaties with the 
Nabob of Arcot and the Rajah of Tanjore is ſecured, by ſpecific 
aſſignments of diſtrias in their reſpective territories. As to the 
Nabob of Arcot, it was reaſonably to be expected that the long 
eſtablithed alliance with his family, and a grateful ſenſe of the emi- 
nent ſervices they had received, would have been inducements to 


the moſt friendly and cordial co-operation, in whatever might have. 


a tendency to further the intereſts of his allies. A modification of 
the arrangements made in the year 179 2 was defirable for the in- 
tereſt of both parties: the remonſtrances with him, on that ſubject, 
have been formerly ſtated to. the Committee 3 mating, however has 
been yet effected. 

The Committee were informed, in the laſt year, « of the aſſump- 
tion of the aſſigned diſtricts in the Tanjore country. .. That meaſure 
has been followed by one of till greater importance, but totally un- 
connected with the character or conduct of the Rajah, or the fulfil- 
ment of his ſtipulated engagements. A long detail of the reaſons 
which influenced the Governments in India in the tranſaction now 
to be ſtated, would conſume too much time; ſuffice it to ſay that 
they were preſcribed by every principle of juſtice, and that the mea- 
ſure was not carried into effect without an elaborate inveſtigation, 
nor without reference to the moſt venerable Hindoo characters in 
different parts of India. On their judgment of the illegality of the 
the title of the Rajah to the Muſnud, he was removed; and as the 


right of the adopted ſon of the former Rajah was, on tbe ſame judg- - 


ment, pronounced indiſputably valid, he was accordingly ſeated on 
the throne. The change has not produced any diſturbance, the late 
Rajah having ſhewn all ſubmiſſion to the deciſion, from his defer- 


ence to the reſpectable authorities on which it. was founded. Every 


arrangement has been made, that the effect of the loſs of his ſtation 
and dignity may be felt as little as poſſible ; and a ſuitable allowance 
has been conferred by the preſent Rajah for his ſupport. 
The Committee are already furniſhed with complete information 
of the circumſtances connected with the late war in Myſore, by the 
documents not long ſinee preſented to Parliament. The reſolutions 
of the Houſe have recorded the gratitude of the country, and the 


ſenſe entertained of the diſtinguiſhed merits of the moſt noble and 
truly honourable and reſpectable characters, to whoſe wiſdom and 


talents in the management of the affairs of the Eaſt, at a very eri- 
tical and momentous period, we are moſt fignally indebted. The 


like juſt tribute has been paid to the armies, by whoſe undaunted 


courage, and indefatigable zeal and exertions, the ſpeedy and {eee 
ceſsful termination of this unprovoked war has been accunplithed, 
3X 2 
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Having fignified my intention of ſoon offering to the Committee a 
more comprehenſive view of the Company's concerns, I ſhall, till 


then, defer any obſervations on the extenſive happy conſequences to 
be expeRed from this memorable event. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wedneſday, Fuly 23. 


A meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe their Lordſhips 

had agreed to the Lunatic High Treaſon bill ; the French Wine 
Importation © bill; the Navy Stores Embezzlement bill; the 
Thames Police bill; the New Foreſt bill; and ſeveral other bills 


of a public and private nature. 


The three ſeveral bills for raifing 3, ooo, oool. each, went 
through Committees, and were ordered to be read a third time 
to-morrow. 

Ms. TIERNEY, in the abſence of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, deſired to know of the right honourable Secretary (Mr. 
Dundas), whether Government had received any official informa- 
tion of an armiſtice between the Emperor and the French 
Republic? 


Mr. DUNDAS ſaid, he was not prepared to give any anſwer 
to this queſtion, 

Mr. TIERNEY. obſerved, that the report of an armiſtice having 
been ſigned by the Emperor with France was very prevalent, and 
he wiſhed to know if any. information of this kind had. been re- 
- ceived ; becauſe if it had, he wiſhed to have made a motion for the 
introduction of a clauſe into the Emperor's Loan bill, which in 
his opinion ought noceſſarily to ariſe out of this information; and 
now that no anſwer was returned, he would ſtill take an opportunity 
of moving for the introduction of a clauſe into the bill, to prohibit 
| ſending any remittances to the Emperor (if ſuch information was re- 
ceived) till aſter the recommencement of hoſtilities. He thought 
ſuch a clauſe but reaſonable, if this loan was granted for the more 
vigorous proſecution of the war. 

The SPEAKER ſaid that the honourable gentleman would 
have an opportunity of moving the introduction of this clauſe to- 

morrow, on the third rcading of the bill. 

Mr, JONES then roſe to move for ſome papers relative to the 
evacuation of Egypt by the French. The tranſactions concerning 
this bugs ” to him to be at preſent extremely myſterious, 
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and loudly demanding the ſtrict and immediate eke of the 
Houſe. He had perſiſted in making this motion, though he wiſned 
for abilities greater than his to ſupport it. He had, during the 
ſhort time that he had fat in Parliament, ſeen a great unwillingneſs 
on the part of Miniſters to produce papers relative to any public 


- events. He allowed that it might be often inconvenicnt to pro- 


duce them; but he could not always coincide in this argument, as 
this wood prevent all inquiry into the conduct of Miniſters, and 
in fact deſtroy their reſponſibility. He had ſeen papers refuſed 
different times, when there would have been no danger in producing 
them. It could not be faid that motions for the production of 


ſuch papers were new and unprecedented ; for, during the American 


war papers had often been called for, and Lord North had not ob- 
jected to their being produced. But the preſent Miniſters had con- 
ſtantly refuſed to produce any papers relative to great public events. 
Papers were called for relative to the Quiberon expedition ; they 
were refuſed : papers were called for relative to the Dutch expedi- 
tion ; they were refuſed. When he had lately aſked for one pa- 
per (the inſtructions ſent to Lord Keith upon the very point on 
which he meant now to move for other papers), it was alſo refuſed 
ſo far that it is to' be formally laid on the table through the right 
honourable Secretary. Mr. Dundas had ſtated its contents. The 
tranſactions relative to the evacuation of Egypt ſeemed to imply, 
that there had been a miſunderſtanding between His Majeſty's Com- 
manders, His Majeſty's Miniſters, and His Majeſty's Allies. The 
papers which he meant now to move for, would do away this miſ- 
underſtanding. There were ſeveral important queſtions which he 
wiſhed to be anſwered, and which theſe papers would anſwer. He 
wiſhed do know if Sir Sidney Smith was not joined with his bro- 
ther, Mr Spencer Smith, as Plenipotentiary of Great Britain with 
the Ottoman Porte? He wiſhed to know if he was not inveſted 
with the chief command of the Britiſh forces in Egypt? He wiſhed 
to know if he had not, in theſe two characters, full powers to con- 
elude, along with the Grand Vizier, a convention with the French 
for the evacuation of Egypt? He wiſhed to know if Miniſters, 
previous to the 24th of January 1800, expreſſed any diſapproba- 
tion of Sir Sidney Smith's entering into any convention for the eva- 
cuation of Egypt, though they muſt have khown that ſome ſuch 
convention had been in agitation ever ſinee May 1799 ? He withed 
to know if Lord Elgin had not inſtructed Sir Sidney Smith to uſe 
every means in his power to get the French out of Egypt? He 
wiſhed to know if the letter ſtating the intention of this couritry nat 


to ratify the treaty, was not tranſmitted ta General Kleber, before 
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any ſuch intention had been communicated either to Sir Sidney 
Smith, or the Commander of the forces of the Porte ? He wiſhed 
to know if this intention was communicated to our good ally the 
Grand Seignior ? if he was informed of a meaſure which on its firſt 
bluſh affected the lives of 8000 of his ſubjects, and which might 
in the end affect his capital and his very exiſtence ? a meaſure 
which tended to endanger our own territorial poſſeſſions in India; 
a meaſure which could be juſtified on no poſſible principles either of 
policy, humanity, or juſtice : theſe things required to be ſifted to 
the bottom ; and however averſe he might feel himſelf to intrude 
on the Houſe, he felt himſelf called upon to move an inquiry. 

Mr. JONES then read the following ſtring of motions : 

<« That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, that he 
will be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions that there be laid before 
this Houſe, a copy of the appointment of Sir * Smith at the 
Court of Conſtantinople. 

© That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, that he 
will be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions that there be laid be- 


fore this Houſe, a copy of the appointment of Mr. Spencer Smith 


at the Court of Conſtantinople. 
„That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Mejeſty, that he 


will be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions that there be laid before 


this Houſe, a copy of the appointment of the right honourable the 
Earl of Elgin at the Court of Conſtantinople. 

4 That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, that he 
will be gracioufly pleaſed to give directions that there be laid be- 


fore this Houſe; extracts of all letters paſſing to and from the right 


honourable the Earl of Elgin, Sir Sidney Smith, Mr. Spencer Smith, 
and any of His Majeſty's Miniſters, relative to the convention for 
the evacuation of Egypt. 

“% That an humble addreſs be — to His Majeſty, that he 
will be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions that there be laid be- 
fore this Houſe, a copy of the treaty made on board His Majeſty's 
ſhip the Tigre, in the eleventh article of which Great Britain and 
its allics, the Porte, and Ruſſia, are conſidered as parties to the 
ſame, and to enſure a ſafe return of the French army. 

«© That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, that he 
will be graciouſly plcaſed to give directions that there be laid before 
this Houſe, copies of the inſtructions given to the right honourable 
the Earl of Elgin, Sir Sidney Smith, Mr. Spencer Smith, and the 
Commander in Chief of the fleet in the Mediterrancan, relative 
to the evacuation of Egypt.“ 
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Mr. DUNDAS ſaid, he wiſhed the hononrable gentleman had 
ſtated the grounds on which he made theſe different motions. He 
had formerly, when the honourable gentleman made a motion of a 
ſimilar nature, in oppoſing, it, not reſted on the general objection 
which muſt have occurred to every man on the impropriety of a 
motion which called to ſtate every connection and communication 
which this country, had had with the Ottoman Porte, and with the 
Commanders of His Majeſty's forces, and the Agents of Govern- 
ment in Egypt. He might have contented himſelf with this gene- 
ral objection, becauſe the object of his motions muſt at once have 
appeared to this Houſe to be improper and abſurd. But he had not 
done ſo, becauſe he wiſhed the Houſe to ſee the real ſtate of affairs; 
but he concluded with ſtating that the information he had given 
was much more than could be collected, were the papers moved 
for laid before the Houſe. At preſent he could do nothing more 
than re-ſtate what he then ſtated ; and were he to do ſo, the force 
of his argument would be again felt, becauſe the object of the mo- 

tions which the honourable gentleman had made was preciſely the 
h ſame with that of the motion which he had made on a former 
night. Surely nothing would be more abſurd than to demand co- 
pies of all papers, communications, and letters which had paſſed 
between Miniſters and the Agents of Government of every deſcrip- 
tion in Turkey and in Egypt, whether theſe letters contained merely 
private views and ſuggeſtions on public affairs, or were official com- 
de munications. As to the firſt motion, he would inform the honour- 
able gentleman that Sir Sidney Smith was never appointed to the 
command of His Majeſty's faxces in Egypt. What had miſled the 
honourable gentleman, probably, was the document which appointed 
him joint Plenipotentiary to negotiate a treaty of alliance between 
this country and the Porte. But after that treaty was ſigned his 
powers were at an end, and he had no authority to enter into any 
convention on the part of Great Britain, He hoped the motions 
would not be perſiſted in. | 

Mr. ROBSON ſupported the motion. He thought that Parli- 
ament had a right to inquire into the conduct of public affairs. He 
had yeſterday wiſhed to be informed when the Ruſſian treaty would 
he be at an end, and when we were to give up paying a ſublidy to that 


LL. ——_ et Bi 


empire. Their troops were to have returned home as ſoon as the 
ble Sound was open. They ſtill remained, and he had-long wiſhed to 
the know when they would return? No anſwer had been given to this 
ve 


inquiry; now a motion was made for inquiry on another ſubject. 
If it could be proved that this inquiry would interfere with the 
great object of peace, he would be the laſt man to preſs it. But it 
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could. not poſſibly be urged that any thing of this kind was in the 
preſent caſe to be apprehended. He only aſked for documents re- 
hating to tranſactions in Egypt, to the cauſes of the refuſal to ratify 
the convention which was entered into and agreed upon for the eva- 
cuation of that country. The ſame convention had been approved 
of now— it could not be unfair to aſk why it was oppoſed then: 
Tf it was right at the preſent moment, ſomething ought to be ſtated 
to ſhow that it was wrong then. Such a ſtatement had not been 
made; he aſked for papers to fee whether any circumſtances to 
Juſtify ſuch a ſtatement really exiſted. If they did not, the refuſal 
to ratify the treaty muſt be a proper ground of cenſure-on Miniſters, 
Beſides, in point of fact, it could not be doubted that the evacua- 
tion of Egypt by the French was as advantageous for this country 
as for. France, as it removed a danger certainly threatening our poſ- 
ſeſſions in India, and touching upon the molt valuable and profitable 
trade of the kingdom. Why then, he would repeat, was not the 
convention ratified at firſt * Sir Sidney Smith had been ſent as the 
Commander in Chief of the forces of this country in thoſe ſeas ; 
at leaſt he had a broad pendant flying on board his own veſſel. For 
what purpoſe could he be ſent there, but in order to co-operate with 
our allies in the common cauſe? Eis efforts in this cauſe were 
certainly thoſe of an able and gallant officer. Bonaparte left Egypt 
in the ſummer of 1799 ; Kleber, whom he left Commander in 
Chief of the French forces in his room, was naturally not a little 
irritated by the method of his departure. Some negotiations had 
been attempted by Bonaparte himſelf. Kleber was anxious to con- 
tinue them. Nothing, however, definitive was done till December 
1799. Then they were renewed at the requeſt of: Sir Sidney 
Smith himſelf, the Commander in Chief of the forces of this coun- 
try in that quarter. He conſidered the evacuation of Egypt by the 
French to be a very important object, and was ſucceſsful in con- 
| cluding a convention for this purpoſe. It was remarkable, that 
Kleber conſented to enter into this convention on the expreſs 
ground that he could depend on England, whereas he could place 
no reliance on the Turks. He ſent two French officers to nego- 
tiate the convention, not to the camp of the Grand Vizier, but on 
board His Majeſty's ſhip the Tigre. The negotiations were con- 
tinued from December 1799, to the 24th of January 1800. The 
negotiating parties were Pouſſielgue and Deſſaix, two French Ge- 
nerals, and two Turks. This negotiation, commenced on board 
the Tigre, carried on for more than a month, was finally brought 
to a concluſion ; and the conventien was ratified by Sir. SICne 
Smith, acting, os conceiving that he acted on the part of this coul- 
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try, and thinking that he could not better promote its intereſts-than 


e- by getting the French out of Egypt. What was the nature of this 
fy convention? By the 11th article it was agreed to grant paſſports, 
&* in the name of the allies, to the French, to ſecure their return to 
ed their own country. So that Sir Sidney Smith contracted the treaty, 
Is not only in the name of this country, but alſo of its allies. By the 
ed 16th article, the French agreed not to raiſe any more contributions; 
en on the contrary, to leave all the magazines, &c. which were to be 
0 valued by Turkiſh Commiſſaries and by the Commander of the 
| 


Britiſh forces. Here again the French ſhew, that they would not 
12 truſt to the Turks; but that they depended on the Engliſh for the 
execution of every article of the treaty, even thoſe with which they 
wy had nothing to do. By the 19th article, the French tranſports 


of were allowed to navigate the coaſt of Egypt, which it was clear 
ble that they could not do without the conſent of the Commander of 
the the Engliſh fleet, but which in point of fact they did for ſeveral 
the months on the faith of this article. Beſide theſe articles, another 
ad. thing appeared on the face of this convention, which ſurely would 
For never be ſtated as an objectionable part of it: a hope was expreſſed 
a that it would lead to peace. Such was the nature of this conven- 
vere 


tion, which he would affirm was wiſe in both parties, and advan- 
yt tageous to this country. If it was fo, the queſtion recurred why it 
was refuſed to be ratified by this country ? He would defy any gen- 
tleman to prove any ſituation of affairs in the Mediterranean, which 


had rendered its ratification dangerous, or which could juſtify the breach 
00” of it; a breach equally inconſiſtent with the faith, the honour, and 
ber the dignity of England. The treaty was contracted alſo in the 
ine name of the allies of this country. Ruſſia had fleets in thoſe ſcas, 
un- and thus that power became a party in it. Did ſhe expreſs her 
the diſapprobation of it? Did ſhe give any opinion on it at all? If ſhe 
CON- approved of it, what could ſhe think of the refuſal to ratify it on the 
that part of England? If ſhe diſapproved of it, what would ſhe think of 
rels its being ratified now? But after this treaty was concluded, if we 
lace return to Egypt we find Kleber, on the faith of it, giving up large | 
ego- diſtrias of country; ſurrendering towns and fortreſſes which were 
it on in his poſſeſſion; withdrawing his forces from Upper Egypt, and 
con- on the point of giving up Cairo; when at this critical moment, 
= Lord Keith's letter, dated the 2d of February 1800, arrived. 
Ca 


What was the reſult ? The French fell upon the Turks, routed 
their forces, and in their turn the Turks maſſacred 4000 French 
in Cairo. Such were the fatal effects of this breach of faith, 
committed too at the very moment when the French were 


Vor. „ „ 


upbraided in this country for their want of faith: ; and when this | 


| 

- * —— n 4 * — 
2 Ws © PP —— 
I 8 : — N . - C 


F 


—— _ 
3 - 4. 


* 
we 
—_ Sy yy 3 4 — 
— —— . 
— — — 
* mew —— 2 
r 


530 PARLIAMENTARY 


was the ground on which the right honourable gentleman, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, who did not now chuſe to attend in 
his place, juſtified what he called the wiſe and dignified reply of 
Lord Grenville to Bonaparte's overtures for peace; an anſwer 
which, he would be bold to ſay, was countenanced no where but in 
that Houſe. He did not call for inquiry as to the management of 
India affairs. He was ready to allow that the right honourable 
Secretary managed the affairs of that country, which is the ſource of 
much of the commerce and wealth of this kingdom, with great pru- 
dence and ability. He did not call for inquiry as to the conduct 
of our fleets ; he allowed that they could not be more ably com- 
manded, that they contributed much to the glory, as well as defence 
of the country. He did not call for inquiry on minute and partial 
meaſures of general policy. But he called for inquiry on the ad- 
miniftration of the affairs of Europe, by His Majeſty's Cabinet 
Counſellors, by Lord Grenville, the author of the wiſe and digni- 
fied reply, and by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the defender 
of it; and who ere long, he expected to be obliged to eat the 
words which they had uttered upon that ſubject. In this caſe he 
called for an inquiry, and in common juſtice to a brave Comman- 
der, Sir Sidney Smith, he thought that the papers and initruQtions 
moved for ſhould be laid on the table. There was a myſtery in 
the whole proccedings on this buſineſs. Lord Keith was found 
ſometimes acting with the allies, ſometimes in oppoſition to them. 
This treaty was concluded on the part of-the allies, as well as that 
of this country. In writing the letter, refuſing on the part of this 
country to ratify the treaty, he certainly aged in oppoſition to the 
allies. It was proper to inquire whether or not he acted under 
orders from Miniſters. Certainly it was due alfo to his character. 
Lord Elgin was found acting in a ſimi lar manner — refuſing at one 
time to ratify the treaty, and afterwards, when it was too late, when 
battles had been fought, and thouſands had been maſſacred, offering 
to accede to the Turks going on with the treaty. If, in conſe- 
quence of the refuſal to ratify this treaty, the French had been ablc 
to retain poſſeſſion of Egypt, which, had Kleber not choſen anew 
to accede to the convention, he ſaw nothing to hinder them from 
doing, would they not, at the concluſion of a general peace, have 
laid in aclaim, and a juſt one too, for ſome great compenſation for 
evacuating it at that period ? Then the folly of the refufal would 
have been ſcen in its true colours. In the American war, papers 
were freely granted. No important or fatal event took place, but 
papers were called for and produced. In 1776, 1777, and 1779» 
inſtances occurred of this kind. It could not therefore be argued, 
* : 1 i g 
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that the acquieſcing in the preſent motion would be without prece- 
dent. By the refuſal of this country to accede to the treaty, it had 
abſolutely fallen into war with its allies. Ruſſia ſanQioned the 
treaty, — and in what but a ſtate of war was this country now with 
Ruſſia ? Theſe are matters that ought to be inquired into. The 
people ought to know who were the authors of Lord Keith's letter. 
It was no excuſe to ſay, that by this convention 10,000 ſoldiers 
would have been reſtored to France. Men have been ſent from this 
country into the Mediterranean. He ſaw hiofelf ſtill ſurrounded. 
on all hands by camps of 16,000 and of 20,000 men in this eoun- 
try. Might not theſe, if the honourable gentlemen were really fo 
much afraid for Italy, have been ſent-to counterbalance the 10,000 
whom the French would have gained, to aſſiſt in their projects 
againſt that country ? But could it really be ſaid, that this country 
ought to take care of Italy, rather than its Indian poſſeſſions? He 
confeſſed he felt a great partiality for Italy ; but ſurely no man 
could compare its importance to this country with that of India.—- 
But what harm could ariſe from producing the papers called for ? 
As things remained now, a falſe and illiberal imputation reſted on the 
conduct of Sir Sidney Smith. It might be faid that the whole aroſe 
from miſtake and diſtance of place. But if inquiry be refuſed, a 
ſanQion is given to paſt, and encouragement to future blunders, — 
The Houſe might take upon itſelf the reſponſibility of this un- 
wiſe, impolitic refuſal, and of all the fatal conſequences and barba- 
rous maſſacres which enſued, The honourable gentleman then 
proceeded to advert to the refuſal of Miniſters, on a former occaſion, ' 
to account for the diſburſement, or to refund ſome money which had 
been raiſed on the faith of the new pariſh rate bill, which was after= 
wards thrown out of the Houſe. He ſaid, that when he got a ſeat 


-in Partiament, he thought he had obtained a right to inquire into 


the diſburſement of the public money, and to call for inquiry on 
public meaſures ; but no ſooner had he attempted to exerciſe this 
imagined privilege, than he found that he poſſeſſed it not. He gave 
as an inſtance, his former inquiry, and enlarged conſiderably on the 
cauſes which had induced him to make this inquiry. 

Cdlonel GASCOYNE ſpoke to order. 

The SPEAKER ſaid, that he was ſorry to interrupt the honour- 
able gentleman ; but he really conceived that there was no connec- 
tion between what he had been dwelling upon for ſome time, and 
the motion before the Houſe, the ſoup eſtabliſhment, and the ap- 
Ken of Sir Sidney Smith to the 9 of the fleet in 
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Mr. ROBSON aſked pardon of the Houſe, if he had been out 
of order. He had only conceived, that in ſupport of this motion, 
he might advert to the refuſal of Miniſters to accede to another in- 
quiry. He then made ſome farther obſervations on the propriety 
of granting the papers now called for, and concluded with giving it 
as his opinion, that inquiry ought not to be refuſed, when the Na- 
tion was in the ſtate it was in, and when Parliament was about to 
be adjourned. He would aſk any man in his ſenſes, if he could ex- 
peQ, in the receſs, a well-conduCcted profecution of the war, or a 
well-negotiated peace? He believed that there were few who could 
form ſuch an expeRation ; and, he truſted, that our * Sove- 
reign would not be among the number. 

lr. JONES faid, that the right henownble 8 had not 
anſwered any one queſtion which he had propoſed to him. 

Mr. 'LIERNEY begged leave to ſtate very ſhortly his reaſons 
for voting for this motion. It appeared that there had been a con- 
vention between the French and the Turks, which was ſigned on 

board one of His Majeſty's ſhips. This convention was afterwards 
ſet aſide in conſequence of a letter from Lord Keith. But the dif- 
ficulty was to know, where the blame reſted; for Lord Keith's 
letter was written fixtcen days before the convention was ſigned; 
the fac, however, was clear that the treaty had been broken by 
Britiſh interference. He wiſhed to know upon what grounds 
Miniſters ſent out an order not to enter into any treaty with the 
French, but to inſiſt upon abſolute ſubmiſſion. It was faid upon a 
former occaſion, that it was neceſſary to inſiſt upon abſolute ſub- 
; miſſion, in order to give them a leſſon upon undertaking theſe kind 
of invalions ; but he believed the right honourable gentleman op- 
poſite to him would be forry if it was eſtabliſhed as a principle that 
troops were never to return that were ſent upon a fooliſh expedition, 
There was another fact that ought to be inquired into; and that 
was, that Lord Keith ſhould have thought it neceſſary to write to 
General Kleber before he ſent to Lord Elgin. It appeared, that in 
conſequence of the treaty having been broken off, 8000 of the 
troops of our allics had been cut to pieces, and the French remained 
in poſſeſſion of Egypt. If there was a negotiation for peace, the 
French would probably atk an indemnity for giving up Egy pt. He 


admitted that it was not right to aſk for papers that would give in- 


| r x that ought to be concealed. 
Mr. GEORGE DALLAS contended, that thine was not the 
4 cleai ground for accuſing Miniſters of violating the treaty ; on the 
contrary, when they knew that it had been ſigned, they immediately 
ſent.out orders to confirm jt, | 
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The firſt motion was withdrawn by Mr. Jones; and the Houſe 
then divided on the ſecond — For the motion, 3; Againſt it, 33. 
Majority, 30. 

The other motions were then negatived without a diviſion. 

The order of the day being read on the bill for repealing the act 
of the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, to prevent the combi nation of 
workmen, and making other proviſions in lieu thereof, ſeveral 
elauſes were added to the bill by way of rider; the bill was then 
paſſed, and ordered to be carried to the Lords by Colonel Gaſ- 
coyne. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS moved the order of the day, which 
was for the Houſe to go into a Committee of the whole Houſe, 
to conſider of the ſeveral accounts preſented by the Eaft-India 
Company. 

The Houſe accordingly reſolved iſelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe. 

Mr. DUN DAS. The ſubjeR for the conſideration of the Com- 
mittee is the ſtate of the finances of the Eaft-India Company, during 
the official years 1798-9 abroad, and 1799-1 800 at home, with the 
eſtimates, in both inſtances, for the following years. When the ſtate- 
ments for the two years immediately preceding were brought for- 
ward, it was, upon each occaſion, particularly explained, that from 
accident, the inveſtigation of this important concern, in due couſe, 
had been interrupted. The material conſequence attaching to the 
preſervation of the official periods, in a regular and connected ſue- 
ceſſion, was likewiſe pointed out; and the proſpect afforded, that 
by the receipt of the documents expected from India, this branch of 
the buſineſs would be ſoon again placed in its accuſtomed channel. 
A literal obedience to the directions of Parliament, in this regard, 
is at all times defirable ; but the production of the accounts now 
before the Committee is of ſingular moment, from the anxiety 

which muſt naturally arife, to obtain ſome diſcovery of the ex- 
pences incurred, and the advantages to be expected, from the bril- 
liant events within the periods to which they relate: I have there- 
fore the greater. ſatisfaction in being able to remark, that by the 
- opportune arrival. of advices from India, the order of inveſtigation 
preſeribed by the act is again eſtabliſhed, with the exception only of 
the lapſe of a few weeks, which may not be conſidered material, as 
the accounts are preſented within the ſeſſion, according to the dates 
required, It is, however, neceſſary to premiſe, that as at the pe- 
riods to which the actual accounts abroad are made up, it was im- 
poſſible to obtain exact ſtatements of the military diſburſements, in 
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conſequence of the extended ſtations of the many detachments from 
the army in the field, ſome variations may be hereafter expected. 

As an explanation of the nature of the accounts does not ap- 

pear requiſite, I ſhall only here ſtate, that I have, according to my 
conſtant practice, entered upon a minute examination of their ex- 
tenſive detail; and that it is my intention, as on former occaſions, 
to arrange the whole in the point of view, that it may be rendered 
as clear and intelligible as poſſible. To this end, the forcign ac- 
counts will firſt be attended to in their order, ſhewing the average 
revenues of cach Preſidency, for three years, compared with the 
average laft drawn: the actual revenues and charges, compared 
with the eſtimated ; combining them in one general reſult, that the 
net proceeds of the three Preſidencies may be difcovered. "The fur- 
ther demands for the expences of ſume other ſettlements, and for the 
Intereſt on the debts, will then be ſhewn, as alſo the effect of the 
produce of the ſales of imports, in order to exhibit the amount ap- 
-plicable to the purpoſes of commerce. The ſum actually applied 
will next be ſtated, and the amount of the cargoes conſigned to Eu- 
rope. The eſtimates for the next year will be brought, in like 
manner, into a-pgeneral reſult ; afterwards the ſtate of the debts and 
aſſets compared with that of the laſt year. As to the home ac- 
counts, the extent of the trade will be ſhewn, by the produce of the 
ſales; the actual receipt and expenditure will be examined, on a 
mem with what was eſtimated: I ſhall then proceed to eon- 
ſider the eſtimate for the next year; likewiſe the debts and aſſets, 
contraſted with thoſe of the year preeeding. The inveſtigation of 
the whole of the accounts will be completed, by a general compa- 
riſon of the increaſe or deereaſe of the debts and aſſets in the year ; 
from which the principal object in view will be attained, viz. a 
diſcovery, whether on the whote, the Company's concerns have im- 
proved or not, during the period in queſtion, 

It was fully my intention, as ſtated to the Committee in my laſt 
addreſs upon this ſubject, to have now entered comprehenſively into 
the conſideration of this great concern, in its every relation; but the 
lateneſs of the arrival of the accounts from India, and the incom- 

-Plete fate of them, as to the object particularly in view, oblige me 
to defer it till the next ſeſſion. I ſhall nevertheleſs, upon the pte- 
ſent occafion, endeavour to afford every requiſite explanation of the 
numerous variations which appear in the ſeveral accounts, and like- 
wiſe offer a few obſervations, ariſing from the general view of the 
Company's affairs, in order to lead to correct 3 on their 
actual ſituation. | 5 \ 
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BENGAL. 
The attention of the Committee is; in the firſt place, requeſted to 


daes in India. Thoſe numbered 1, 2, and 3, relate to Bengal. 

. The three firſt columns of No. 1 contain the revenues of the 
, years 1796-7, 1797-8, and 1798-9, which, on the average, are 
d WW found to amount to 5,880,087. exceeding the average of 1795-6 
bs to 1797-8 in the ſum of 153,140/. This may, almoſt exclu- 
e fively, be attributed to the increaſed receipts from Oude in the two 
c laſt years. 

d Having repeatedly ſtated, as an objection to drawing an average 
1e of the charges in like manner with the revenues, that during the 
3 time of war they were ſubject to ſo many and ſo large additions, in- 
e cidental to particular years only, as to defeat the main object of an 
ne averaged ſtatement, viz. the annual permanent expence, I have only 
p- to add my regret, that the charges of the year now to be conſidered 
ed tend further io confirm the objection: they will be brought to view 
U- in the examination of the account No. 3, which is a compariſon of 
ke 


the revenues and charges of the year 1998-9 as eſtimated, and ac- 
nd cording to the actual out- run. In this account an adjuſtment is 
made of the charges, ſo that thoſe really appertaining to the year are 
ſtated with as much aecuraey a Oy on ſo immenſe an ex- 
penditure. 
The revenues were eſtimated to amount to 6,155,200). ; they 
aQually amounted to 6,1 53,0151. bong below the eſtimate in the 
ſum of 1,58 51. 


It muſt have been obſerved, on the peruſal of the account now 


ar; referred to, that notwithſtanding this ſmall difference in the reſult, a 

a ſurplus has ariſen on ſome items, to the amount of 130, 3 221. and a 

im- deficiency in others, exceeding that ſum in the degree above ſtated: 
ſome further explanation therefore appears requiſite. 

laſt The artieles in which the eſtimate has been exceeded are: 

into 


Mint Duties, in a trivial amount. 
t the Subfidy from the Nabob of Oude, 23,0721. The eſtimate under 


oOM- this head was calculated on the receipt of a ſum far exceeding the 
me annual ſubſidy, taking in the arrears of a former year, and the ex- 
pre- pence of repairing ſome forts. The latter having fallen conſiderably 
f the ſhort of what was expected, the receipt has likewiſe been leſs ; ſo 
like- that the preſent exceſs ariſes entirely from the payment of the arrears 
— being more than double what was reckoned upon. 

ir 


Cuſtoms, 2, 9 10l. This exceſs is entirely occaſioned by the im- 
provement in the mode of collection of the Calcutta cuſtoms, through 


. 


the ſtatements of the revenues and charges of the ſeveral Preſiden- 
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the vigilant exertions of the preſent collector. The actual receipt 
in this department exceeded the eſtimate 10,000/. ; but from the 
deficiency at Mangee, the general exceſs was reduced to the amount 
now ſtated. | | 

Sale of Salt, 18,7231. The expeQation from this article was 
ſtated nearly fix lacs above the former eſtimates ; it has neverthe- 
leſs been exceeded, partly from the ſelling price being greater, and 
partly from a more extenſive ſale of Bengal ſalt, The produce of 
this year has exceeded that of the lait 140,000. 

Sale of Opium, 24,7041. The reaſon of the moderate ſcale on 
which the eſtimate of the produce of theſe ſales was framed, was 
formerly ſtated. The exceſs is ſatisfactory, although the receipt 
has not been equal to that of the laſt year. The beneficial effects 
of the new ſyſtem are already apparent, and afford the proſpect of 
the complete re-eſtabliſhment of this ſource of revenue. 

The articles in which a deficiency has occurred are as follows, 
VIZ. 

Peoſt office Collections, 3, 230. The eſtimate, in this regard, was 
calculated at an amount much exceeding any former receipt, from 
the expectation of the good effect of a reform in the department. 
The deficiency -may be attributed to the circumſtance of the new 
regulations not having been aQed upon, fo early in the year as in- 
rended : the collection has, nevertheleſs, conſiderably exceeded that 
of any former year. my 

Benares Revenue, 34, 4741. A deficiency, under this head, is 
unuſual. A ſmall part is in the cuſtoms, which will ever. be fluc- 
tuating: the whole of the remaining difference was realized before 
the end of July. 5 

Land Revenues, 58,988]. I have again to regret a diſappoint- 


[CoMMons, 


ment in this important branch of the reſources This - ſmall 


difference, compared with the extenſive rental, might not be con- 
ſidered of material conſequence, as the collections have only fallen 


ſhort of the amount realized in the laſt year, in about two lacs and 


a half of rupces : but as the defalcation has been, on the average, 
nearly to the fame amount from the year 1795-6, which fell con- 
fiderably ſhort of 1794-5, in conſequence of the recovery of balances 
in that year, a ftrict- examination into the cauſe of the deficiency 
is eſſential; and the more, when the favourable terms on which 
the zemindars and renters enjoy their lands, under the permanent 
ſettlement, are conſidered. As there is every reaſon to believe the 
provinces to be in a ſtate of inereaſing proſperity, and as the princi- 
pal advantages ariſing from cvery improvement reſt chiefly in the 
perſons holding the lands, it is -very fair to expect the rents to be 
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| paid with punctuality. This ſubject has engaged the particular at- 


tention of the government; and as delay in payment has occurred 
moſtly in ſome of the larger zemindarries, occaſioned, in many in- 
ſtances, from the want of ſufficient power for recovering the de- 
mands upon the under tenants, regulations have been paſſed, 
which I truſt will be found fully ſufficient to the correction of this 
growing evil. The preſent deficiency is in. the jumma of the 
current year; but the collections in the three following months, 
upon the arrear, were conſiderable. The receipts on Syer and 


Abkarree xceeded the eſtimate. 


Judicial Department, Fees, Fines, &c. were below the eſtimate 
10,283). An exact realization of a reſource, in itſelf fluctuating, 
is not to be looked for; neither is it thought deſirable that it ſhould 
be greatly extended, as the inſtitution of it was chiefly with the 
view of checking a ſpirit of anton, . too prevalent among the 
nati ves. 

Stamp Duties. The deficiency under this head, amounting to 
49241. is to be lamented, as the tax was expreſsly ſubſtituted in 
lieu of another, much more productive, which was diſcontinued for 
reaſons given on former occafions. The eſtimate was only ſtated 
at half the amount of the original expectation; meaſures are, how- 
ever, taken, that if poſſible it may be rendered more productive. 

The reſqurces in the year 1798-9 have, nevertheleſs, exceeded 
thoſe of the preceding year, in the ſum of 340,000). ; and as the 
diſappointments above noticed are, by no means, ſuch as to be 
deemed permanent, there is no cauſe whatever for drawing unfa- 
vourable inferences from them. . 

The charges will be found to be much above the eſtimate. 
When this ſubje& was laſt under conſideration it was remarked, 
that although the expences were rated below thoſe of the year 
1797-8, the ſtate of affairs was known to be ſuch, that an increaſe 
was to be expected. 

The charge eſtimated to amount to 3, 9 5 2,8 471. actually amounted 
to 4,124,291/. ; exceeding the eſtimate by 171, 444]. In a few 
inſtances, the actual charges have fallen ſhort of the eſtimate, to 
the amount of 40, 5061. as follow, viz. 

Charges of the Ręſident's Office at Lucknow, 10 14.201. Ws 
from the eſtabliſhment having been conſiderably reduced. 

Buildings and Fartifications, 28,8761, In ſome particulars, the 
eſtimate, in this inſtance, has been exceeded; but the difference is 


principally occaſioned by the eſtimated advances for the repairs of 


the forts in the Vizier's dominions, in the courſe of the year, hav- 
ing been pver-rated. The only remaining deficiency of . is 
Vox. XII. 32 
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in the ſalt department; but ſo ſmall as not to require notice. The 
groſs amount in which the actual charges have exceeded the eſti. 


mate is 211 9 491. The particular heads on which an exceſs has 


occurred, requiring remark, are as follow, viz. 

Mint Charges, 13,0821. from the loſſes incurred by recoinage 
being included in the actual accounts which were not in the eſtimate. 

Charges of Benares Reſidency, 2,17 ol. in the expence of adaw- 
luts and in contingencies, 

Other Charges of the Civil Department, 9,2521. ; in great part 
from the increaſed expences at the courts of the different princes, in 
conſequence of the ſituation of affairs in India, alſo of temporary 
embaſſies. The charges attending the public granaries have like- 
wiſe undergone ſome increaſe. 

Judicial Charges, 15,7621. chiefly in contingencies and the diet 
of priſoners. | | 

Military Charges. The increaſe in this reſpect forms a very 
material part of the whole: it amounted to 153, 259. and may 
be accounted for in the additional expence of ſtores and contingen- 
cies of various deſcriptions, ariſing from the circumſtances of the 
war. The charges incurred on account of His Majeſty's troops, 


| likewiſe, exceeded the eftimate. 


Revenue Charges, 9,27 gl. in penſions and charitable allowances, 
and a variety of contingencies, not neceſſary to be detailed. 

Opium Advances and Charges, 4,995!. Theſe are uſually in 
proportion to the quantity manufactured and ſold. The eſtimate 
of the charges appears to have been taken too low. 

Stamp Office Charges, 2, 57 8l. The eſtimate did not calculate 
on the purchaſe of paper, which has been again required in this 

car. 
, The net deficiency of the revenue amounted to L,5851.; and 
the net exceſs of the charge to 171,44.4!. ; their amount together 
173,0 29l. is the deficiency of aQual net revenue, on a compariſon 
with the eſtimate. The total of the actual net revenue of the Pre- 
fideney of Bengal, in the year 1798-9, was 2,029,324). which is 
found to exceed the net revenue of the preceding year in the ſum of 
ae. 
Esriuarrs, 1799-1800. 

The proſpects of the year 1799-1800 will be found to vary 

but little in the aggregate from the actual out · turn of the preceding 
ear. 

? The revenues are eſtimated to amount to 6 ,196,7 2331. and the 

charges 30 4,157,553%-3 

2,039, 180l. 

1 


making a net eſtimated revenue of 
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On a minute examination of the particulars of theſe eſtimates it 


appears, that they are ſtated at amounts which ſeem to be ſuggeſted 
from the then fituation of affairs. The revenues on the experience 
of the paſt years, and the charges accommodated to every probable 
circumſtance, as far as could be foreſeen : but notwithſtanding the 
revenues are taken at only 43,118/. and the charges at only 
33,2021. more than by the actual accounts of the laſt ear; they, 
in many inſtances, are found to vary in a much larger amount. 
In the revenues, more is expected from Benares, by 57,1951. ; 


alſo from the land revenues by 8 5, 47 3l. in conſequence ot the 


arrears of laſt year being likely to be recovered in this. On the 
other hand, a leſs receipt is ſtated from the Vizier, by 13,0921. 
The extra receipts from the Vizier in the laſt year, have been be- 
fore brought to the notice of the Committee. Although thoſe of 
the preſent arè neither of the deſcription, nor quite to the amount 
then ſtated, they are till conſiderable, from _ his highneſs having 
agreed to pay the expence of troops, which it was found neceflary 
to ſtation in his dominions, beyond the number ſtipulated in the 
treaty with him. The receipt on the ales of ſalt is ſtated at ex- 
atly the ſame amount as eſtimated for the laſt year. The exceſs 
upon that occaſion, and the ſales already known to have taken 


place, warrant the expeQation, that the eſtimate will be more than 


realized. The ſale of opium is taken at 7,300. leſs; but late ad- 
vices mention, that the revival of this trade has been rapid, and the 
ſales productive beyond former example, as to price; a conſider- 
able exceſs may therefore be looked for under this head. 


As to the charges, under moſt of the heads a leſs expence is likely 


to be incurred ; although their amount, on the whole, is expected 
to be greater than the laſt year, from the increaſe in the military 
department, and in buildings and fortifications. In the firſt, 5 6, 9 331. 
from the increaſe in the native eſtabliſhments (in great part for the 
ſervice of Oude), and from contingencies. In the laſt, 5 6,7161. 
from the additions and repairs required for the forts and other 
buildings. A ſmall addition is expected in the charges on the 
cuſtoms ; alſo in the advances and charges on account of opium ; in 
the latter inſtance amounting to 5, 7931. which will be accounted 
for in the receipts. 

The whole of the other heads of charge are eſtimated at a leſs 
amount, The mint at 17,000). principally from the loſſes on re- 
eoinage, in the actual accounts of laſt year, not reckoned upon in 
the preſent. Benares Reſidency, 6, 8 101. the eſtabliſhment of the 
adawluts at Ghazepore being aboliſhed. The other charges of the 
«vil department, 20,044]. The civil charges, in , 200 
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of laſt year are taken into conſideration. 
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Rated at a leſs amount, by 45, 8 30l. from the cauſes above- men- 
tioned, and from the effects of retrenchments made by the govern- 
ment. From the latter circumſtance, a reduction is looked for in 
the judicial and revenue expences. The advances and charges in 
the ſalt department, depending on the quantity manufactured, the 


apparent diminution requires no farther remark. The charges of 


the famp-office appear to be taken according to the eſtabliſhment ; 
the difference ariſes from the purchaſe of paper laſt year, not ſtated 
in this. The reſult of the compariſon is, the net revenue, eſti- 
mated to be remaining in the year 1799-1800, exceeds that in the 
preceding year by 9, 8 561. 

Although the war was favourably concluded at the time of 
forming the eſtimate, I am unwilling to hazard an opinion with 
reſpect to the charges; but as to the revenues, I have ſanguine 
hopes, that the eſtimated accounts will be exceeded, and conſe- 
quently no fear need be entertained of the net revenue being fully 
realized. | 
MADRAS. 


The accounts to be next conſidered are thoſe of the Prefidency 


of Madras, numbered 4, 5, and 6. In order to aſcertain the ave- 
rage of the revenues, during the three years 1796-7 to 1798-9, 
it will be neceſſary to refer to the three firſt columns of No. 4 
From this it will appear, that excluding the revenues of Ceylon, as 
in the laſt view of this ſubject, the average turns out to be 
1,871,452. exceeding that on the accounts drawn one year back, 
by 46,6991. principally from the increaſed amount of the ſubſidy 
from the Nizam. The colleQions of the land revenues were more 
favourable in the laſt year of the account than the preceding. The 
average was, however, leſs than that one year back ; but it is more 
than counterbalanced, by the improvement in the produce from the 
ceded countries. 

As the fluctuation in the charges of this Preſidency is much 
greater than at Bengal, the reaſon for omitting an average of them 
applics with greater force; I therefore proceed to the compariſon 
of the revenues and charges, as eſtimated, and according to the 
actual accounts. This is ſtated in the account No. 6. The re- 
venues were eſtimated to amount to 2,118,734]. Their actual 
amount was 2,109,220). ; being leſs than the eſtimate by 
9,5144. 

This difference may be really termed ſmall, when the account 
On that occaſion, the 
deficiency amounted to 400, oool. Variations, nevertheleſs, occur, 
balancing each other within the amount now ſtated. 
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The ſurplus beyond the eſtimated receipt was 84, 5 1 21. and 
the deficiency below 94,0261. On the former, few obſervations 
are requiſite, The receipts in the p2t-office, or on the cuſtoms, be- 
ing neceſſarily fluctuating, it is difficult to eſtimate them accurately. 
The exceſs is ſatisfactory, as in the latter caſe, particularly, they 
exhibit an increaſing trade. The payment of the ſubſidy from the 
Nizam beyond the ſum eſtimated, is a proof of the punctuality of 
his highneſs in the fulfilment of the ſtipulations of his treaty. The 
greateſt exceſs is in the revenues from the ceded countries; it 
amounted to 38,8561. and is a fignal diſplay of ability and atten- 
tion in the management of the collections. It is by far the largeſt 
amount ever produced, and exceeds the average of the three pre- 
ceding years more than a lac of pagodas. As the revenues of Ceylon 
continued under the management of the Company only a part of the 
year, it may not be neceſſary here to notice the exceſs in the col- 
lections. 


Of the deficient receipts, one article only calls for particular re- 


mark; the collection of the land revenues: it fell ſhort of the eſti- 


mate, 76, 45 2J. When the eſtimate was under conſideration, the 
largeneſs of the amount was adverted to, and great hopes were ex- 
preſſed, from the talents and aſſiduity of the colleQors. Having 
examined minutely into the cauſes of the defalcation, I have 
great ſatisfaction in the diſcovery, that this branch of the ſervice 
has, on the preſent occaſion, been conduQed in a way highly cre- 
ditable to moſt of the perſons engaged in it, and that the diſappoint- 
ment has chiefly ariſen from circumſtances againſt which no effort 
of human exertion could provide. A moſt extraordinary” draught 
in the Jaghire and in the ſouthern countries, rendered it neceſſar , 
to iſſue orders for retaining on hand a quantity of grain to the north- 
ward, for the uſe of the Preſidency, during the ſcarcity. The 
effect has been, the collections from the Jaghire were more than a 
lac below the eſtimate, and thoſe from the Circars in nearly the 


| ſum remaining to be accounted for. 


A very conſiderable exceſs in the eſtimated charges of this Prefi- 
dency was fully expected, when this ſubje& was laſt under confider- 
ation. The ſituation of affairs, in conſequence of the war, was 
then in view; the ſequel has proved the conjeQture well founded. 
The charges, eſtimated to amount to 2,8 57, 5191. actually 


amounted to 3, 5 43,68 61. being an inereaſe of 686,167). The 


groſs exceſs was 706, 5691. Of this 649,91 41, were in the ex- 
pences of the military department, for which the only explanation to 
be expected is, the neceſſity of the moſt extenſive and energetic ex- 
ertions, in proportion to the obje& contended for ; of courſe, all 
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practicable addition to the force was effentially requiſite, as well 
as the proviſion of adequate ſupplies in every department. The 
ſucceſs has fully juſtified the propriety of the meaſures adopted, and 
will eventually compenſate for the extraordinary diſburſement. 
The civil charges exceeded the eſtimate 42,8091. principally 
from the loſſes incurred by exchange, and on the coinage of ſpecie. 
The only article to be attended to, in which the charges have 
fallen ſhort of the eſtimate, is in the revenue department; the 
amount is 13,7621. This is not from a reduction of the expence 
attending the collections; but in the balance of advances for culti- 
vation, on which, although a larger ſum was advanced than eſti- 
mated, the repayment was ſo conſiderable as to make the difference 
now ſtated. Adding the deficiency of revenues 9,514. to the 
exceſs of the charges, 686, 1671. the exceſs of charge, beyond 
the amount eſtimated, is 695,0817. and the ſurplus in the actual 
charges of the year 1798-9 is 1,424,406]. which is more than 
the ſurplus charge of the preceding year, by 8 57, 64 21. almoſt ex- 
cluſively, in conſequence of the expences of the war. 


ESTIMATES, 1799-1800, 


The proſpects of this Prefidency, in the year 1799-1800, al- 
though the great ratio of expence was neceſſarily carried ſome 
months forward, will, by the happy termination of the war, be 
found to exhibit a much more favourable appearance in every 
reſpect. 

The revenues, by the account No. 4, are eſtimated to m—_ 
to 2,507,594. and the charges, by No. 5, to 2,739,230. 3 

ing a net charge of 231,030). 
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The groſs additional reſource, eſtimated for this year, amounts to 
5 36,8211. Of this 410,324). is that derivable from the con- 
guered countries, and from the ſubſidy from Myſore for part of the 
year ; and upwards of two lacs of pagodas from the ſubſidy from 
the Nizam, this being taken for the whole year. 
receipt from the Nabsb of Arco ariſes from an expected recovery 
of balances from the Poligar countries. The receipts from the 
land revenues are eſtimated at 12,6841. ; and from farms and li- 
cences 7,155]. more. Of the reſources, which are expected to be 
leſs than in the laſt year, the greateſt amount is in the revenues of 
Ceylon 70,0321. the cauſe of which has alrcady been explained. 
The receipt from Tanjore is expected to be leſs by 24,3161. 2 
ſmaller ſum being eſtimated for the revenues of the country. The 
revenues from the ceded countries are ſtated at a leſs amount, by 
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36,1541. partly from a caution in calculating on fo large a receipt 
as laſt year. | 

The reduction of expence is double the amount ſtated as the ex- 
peed acceſſion of revenue, notwithſtanding the field and other 
eſtabliſnments, conſequent to the war, were of neceſſity continued 
ſome months after hoſtilities had ended. The charges, in general, 
are taken at a leſs amount than thoſe incurred the laſt year, by 
804,455]. The groſs diminution of charge is 910,088). The 
principal part of this ſum is in the mary department, the difference 
being 866, 5 321. The civil charges are eſtimated leſs by 24,6861, 
and the revenue by 6,8 15. from contingencies in the laſt year, 
not looked for in the preſent. No remark on the ſmaller expences 
on account of Ceylon is neceſſary, nor on the few heads on which an 
exceſs of expence is reckoned upon, to a ſmall amount. The ſum 
eſtimated for charges and ſtipends in Myſore, 96,1961. will be more 
particularly explained, when the, actual accounts of the year are 
brought forward. On the whole, the net charge of this Preſidency 
is eſtimated to be leſs in the year 1799-1800 than in the preced- 
ing year, by 1, 202, 8 30l. reſpedting which it may be obſerved, 
that as ſome diſappointment may be expected in the Circar reve- 
nues, and as it is impoſiible to calculate with preciſion on expences 
at the end, or winding up of a war, it is not ſafe to hazard an opi- 
nion of the complete realization of the eſtimate ; although there is 
at preſent no ground for apprehending any conſiderable difference. 


BOMBAY. 


The revenues and charges of the Preſidency of Bombay are ſtated 
in the accounts No. 7, 8, and 9. The average amount of the re- 
venues, calculated on the three years 1796-7 to 1798-9, is 
342,904. which exceeds the average on the three years 1795-6 
to 1797-8, 32, 330l. As a great part of this increaſe is to be 
attributed to the realization of a ſubſidy payable from Travencore, 
which appears only in the two laſt years, it may perhaps afford a 
more correct view of the proper reſource of the Preſidency, if an 
average is ſhewn, excluding that article. On this principle it is 
found, that the average of the laſt three years exceeds that of the 
accounts one year back by 18,0251. which ariſes from the increaſed 
produce of the cuſtoms, farms, and licences. | 

To purſue the plan adopted with the accounts of the other Preſi- 
dencies, the compariſon of the revenues and charges in , the year 
1798-9, as eſtimated, and according to the actual accounts, will 
be next for examination. For this purpoſe, it is neceſſary to refer 
to the account No. 9. The revenues were eſtimated to amount 
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fallen ſhort 16, 87 51. 
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to 352,431. their actual amount was 374,586). being more than 
eſtimated 22,1551. 

The only deficient receipt in this year is from the land revenues, 
to the amount of 4,208/. The eſtimate was probably rated too 
high, from the expectation of the ſucceſs of the plans for the im- 
provement of the iſland of Salſette, as it appears the principal part 
of the difference is in the colleQions of that iſland. 

The collection of cuſtams has again, in this year, been very pro- 
ductive. The eſtimate was, with proper caution, calculated at an 
amount rather below the actual produce of the preceding year, which 
was rapidly increaſed. The exceſs amounts to 5, 2671. The ex- 
ceſs on the farms and licenſes, amounting to 8,6901. may be partly 
attributed to their having been diſpoſed of on more advantageous 
terms; but moſtly to the recovery of arrears, in conſequence of a 
decree of the Mayor's Court. 

In the revenues of the ceded countries, the eſtimate has been ex- 
beeded in the ſum of 12,405/. When the accounts of laſt year 
were under conſideration, it was remarked, that the ſmall receipt, 
campared with the eſtimate, aroſe from the diſturbances in the Ma- 
labar province, and other caules, and that the difference might be 
rather confidercd a delay of payment, than a loſs of revenue: a 
larger ſum was therefore reckoned upon in the eſtimate of the pre- 
ſent year as a recovery of balances. On a near inſpection of the 
accounts it appears, that more than double the amount ſo eſtimated 
has been realized, while the collections on the current jumma have. 
This may, in part, be attributed to the 
greater payment above noticed, and in part, to the laſt kiſt of the 
year of account falling due at the cloſe of that year: but one lac 
may be conſidered as ſacrificed or loſt, in conſequence of the irregu- 
larity of the Zamorin in his payments, which induced the Govern- 
ment to take the management of the collections under their own 
immediate ſuperintendance. This loſs will be more than compen- 
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| fated by the ſyſtem now introduced, which has proved uncommonly 


ſucceſsful in the realization of the revenue. The charges, eſtimated 
to amount to 1,002,821/. actually amounted 1 +27 0,0 220. being 
more than eſtimated 267,801. 

From the remarks made when the eſtimate was under examina- 
tion, a confiderable increaſe was to be expected. It appears that 
nearly the whole of the additional actual expence has ariſen from 
the circumſtance then alluded to. The groſs exceſs of charge 
amounted to 287,900). ; while the amount in which the aQual 
charges fell ſhort of the eſtimate was only 20,0991. in buildings and 
fortifications, which were deferred, from the extenſive demand of 


\. 


JuLyY 


funds | 
exceed: 
from t! 
onal a 
occaſio 
with th 
the ſan 
colleti9 
ment 
ceded e 
attendii 
account 
revenue 
which | 
ſurplus 
exceeds 


The 
the yea 
counts 
368, 30 
charge | 

'The 
6,220] 
but a f 
the cur 
more p 
the diſt 
pany's { 

The 
from th 
polition 
of the y 
marine. F 
pectatio 
curred b 
alſo, fro 
year. 

The 
both ex 
is eſti m: 

Vor 


ited 
Ng 


ina- 
that 
rom 
arge 
ual 
s and 


d of 


JoLy 23.) DEBATES. | 545 


funds for other purpoſes. Of the ſum in which the eſtimate was 
exceeded, 237,816/. were in the military charges, arifing entirely 
from the war expences not included in the eſtimate. The additi- 
onal amount of civil charges was 31,1041. and was principally 
occaſioned by ſeveral extraordinary deputations, &c. in connection 
with the war. The increaſed marine expences may be attributed to 
the ſame cauſe as the military. The exceſs in the expence of the 
collection of the revenues and cuſtoms is chiefly in the new arrange- 
ment in the iſland of Salſette; and the charges of collection in the 
ceded ecuntries, from aa increaſe in penſions, and from the charges 
attending the cuſtoms in thoſe diſtricts, being inſerted in the actual 
accounts, but not in the eſtimate. DeduQing the ſurplus in the 
revenues, amounting to 22,1557. from the exceſs of the charges, 
which is 267, 8011. the net ſurplus charge is 245, 6461. and the 
ſurplus of the actual charge of this Preſidency is 896,0361. which 
exceeds the ſurplus charge of the year 1797-8 by 294,304. 


ESTIMATES, 1799-1800. 


The revenues and charges of this Preſidency, as eſtimated for 
the year 1799-1800, are ſtated in the laſt columns of the ac- 
counts No. 7 and 8. The revenues are eſtimated to produce 
368, 3661. and the charges are 1,450,4767. being an exceſs of 
charge by 1,08 2, 110ʃ. 

The revenues are expected to be leſs than in the laſt year by 
6,220]. A ſmaller amount is ſtated under the revenues and cuſtoms, 
but a greater under the revenues from the ceded countries, partly in 
the current jumma, and partly in the arrears, from the proſpe& of 
more punctual payment of the rents, in conſequence of many of 
the diſtricts being under the immediate management of the Com- 
pany's ſervants. | | 

The immenſe amount at which the charges are eſtimated, ariſes 
from the calculation of the military expences being made on the ſup- 


poſition, that the army might continue in the field during the whole . 


of the year. The increaſe, on this account, is 161,408), The 
marine. expences are likewiſe ſtated at a greater amount, on the ex- 
pectation of a larger conſumption of ſtores, and that the charge in- 
curred by - the, war would continue : the buildings and fortifications 
alſo, from the proſpe& of carrying into effect what was deferred laſt 
, = ; 1 
The revenue charges, and the charges in the ceded countries, are 
both expected to be leſs. On the whole, the exceſs of the charge 


is eſtimated at 179,8541. and the net charge now eſtimated is ex- 
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pected to be more than the net charge of the year 1798-9 in the 
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ſum of 186,07 47. 
From the expected great reduction of the Madras expences, in 


| conſequence of the diſcontinuance of the war eſtabliſhments, it may 


be hoped, that as the military expences of this Preſidency are cal. 
culated on a war eſtabliſhment for the whole year, the charges will 
not equal the eſtimate; and that, as there is every proſpect of the 
realization of the receipts, the ſurplus charge will ultimately fall 
below the amount here ſtated. 


BENCOOLEN, PINANG, &ec. 


The further demand upon the revenues of India for the ex- 
pences of the Reſidency of Fort Marlbro' and the ſettlements ſub- 


ordinate, alſo of the eſtabliſhment at Pinang and St. Helena, will 
next be-ſtated. 


As more immediate dependencies upon Bengal, the 
groſs ſupply is uſually taken as the charge. The revenues and 
expenees at Marlbro' will, however, as formerly, be firſt ſhewn, as 
ſtated in the account No. 10 (a). 

On the average of three years, 1796-1797 to 1798-9 in- 
cluſive, the revenues amounted to 5, 5 391. and the charges to 
113, 2141. being a net charge of 107,675). The net charge, 
according to this average, is rather under the eſtimate for the year 
1798-9, but it exceeds the average laſt drawn. The expences of 
the Reſidency in 1798-9, although below the eſtimate, exceeded 
that of the year preceding. The increaſe of the expences from year 
to year was gradual till the year 1797-8. The occaſion was ex- 
plained to the Committee : and it was hoped, that the additional 
charge in-that year might, in part, have been caſual. A further 
increaſe, however, appears.in 1798-9. As it is far from the in- 
tention of the Company to maintain the ſettlement at fo great a 
charge, meaſures have. been taken to reſtrain it, if poſſible, within 
due bounds. The net expence for the next year is eſtimated at 
84,187. 

The ſupply from Bengal to theſe ſeveral ſettlements, as above 


. adverted to, was eſtimated to amount, in the year 1798-9, to 


117,160. the actual amount was by No. 18, 120,668, being 
more than the eſtimate 3,508], When the eſtimated ſupply was 
brought to the view of the Committee, the idea was held out of its 
being too low. This ſmall exceſs ſcarce requires notice ; and it 


only remains to be added, that whatever further aſſiſtance the Re- 
ſideney of Marlbro' needed for the proviſion of the inveſtment, was 
- obtained by ſupplies from Europe. The ſupplies eſtimated for the 


year 1799- -1800, by No, 12, amount to 100,9 200 The part 
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intended for Marlbro' is leſs than in former years, probably from 
ehe proſpect of a reduttion of the expences. 


GENERAL VIEW. 


n The general reſult of the revenues and charges of the ſeveral Pre- 
ay fidencies in India, in the year 1798-9, is as follows, viz. 


1 Revenues of Bengal by No. 3,....... _—_— . 7. 
: © AF 2,109,220 
he Bombay...... 3 „ 374,586 
all Total revenues — 18,637,421 
Charges of Bengal by No. 3,............ . . 4,124,201 
. Vc 8,543,686 
A V 1,270,022 
X. „ — — 38,938,599 
* Net charge of the three Preſidencieemn . 301,178 
vil Add Supplies from Bengal to Bencoolen, &c. as before 
the A ˙ WW ·˙ ne once en „„ 120,668 
and | | * Wing 3 
* TONE wan erent C0 09-60 . . 421,846 
a Add further The intereſt paid on the debts 
: At Bengal, by No. 18,.........- „„ (509, 900 
in- . 6 IO LISTENS: > 100,488 
LR OT «30 oo codeine 57,107 
roe, Total intereſt paid on debt 727,495 
Fan hel SES 1,149,341 
s of 


1s the deficiency from the territorial revenues. From which 
eded is to be deducted the amount produced from the ſales of the 


r Wl imports from Europe, as by the account No. 15,.......- 542,941 
yea PO ope y 

0 e 5 * 

YI go } ©" TORS 5 > re. 606,490 
| 


is the amount in which the charges incurred at the ſeveral. Preſidencies, 
rther WW and the intereſt paid on the debts, have exceeded the reſources from the 
e in- territorial and other revenues, and from the ſales of imports. 
at 2 To ſupply this deficiency, and to provide funds for the payment 
ithin WW of the commercial charges, and for the proviſion of inveſtments to 
ed at Europe, was a ſubje& of no ſmall embarraſſment to the Govern- 
ments in India. I will here ſtate the amount advanced on theſe 
accounts. | 

The advances made for the Indian inveſtment, and in aid of 
that at Canton, with the charges on the commerce of the ſeveral 
Preſidencies, in the year 1798-9, were as follows, viz. 


In Bengal, by No. 18, 
Charges of the Board of Trade at the Preſidency and 


EE Eoin es eee £94,038 
Advances for the inveſtment, with commiſſion. . 633,647 


727,085 
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Add—Supplies Rib oo radia £149,999 | 
Total Bengal .......... ———— 877,084 
At Madras, by No. 19. 
Charges, allowances, &c. in the commercial 
/ / / / . 60,720 
Advances for the inveſtment, with charges 257,140 
297,800 
Add — Supply to Canton IEC SA . 106,097 
— 1 W — 403,957 
At Bombay, by No. 20. 
Salaries, &c. in the commercial department 44,459 
Advances for the inmenlnnmene oo «: 142,718 
, 187,172 
— 3 ſçjP N 15966 
HOES HONEY Q*⁵ð³ — 189,138 
At Bencoolen, hy No. 22. 
ED LE ¼ . 36,345 
Total advances for the commerce and charges 11,507, 124 


The advances are 350, oool. leſs than what were eſtimated. 
The uncertainty, in this regard, was mentioned when J laſt ad- 
dreſſed the Committee. Indeed it was then doubtful, whether ſo 
large a ſum as that now ſtated would be applied; but it is evi- 
dent, that nothing but extenſive relief from Europe, or great afſiſt- 
ance from loans, could ſupply the deficiency in the current demands 
of the year, and enable the Governments to continue their attention 
to the proviſion of inveſtments. By far the greateſt aid has been 
derived from loans, which will appear in the increaſe of debts, to be 
hereafter noticed. The aſſiſtance from Europe has likewiſe been 
conſiderable. The cargoes actually ſhipped, including the charges 
not added to the invoices, by No. 22, amounted to 1,224,504. 
which, excluding the ſupply to China, differs but in a ſmall ſum 
from the advances. 

The general reſult of the eſtimates for the year 1799-1800 is 
as follows, viz. : 


Revenues of Bengal, by No. 1. (6, 196,733 
— RES ING LS i det 2,507,594 
Bomba — Eon 368,366 

— coo + ——L 9,072,093 

Charges of Bengal, by No.2,..........-.-- 4,157,553 

| K VV 2,739,230 
Bombay 3 1.40, 476 

Total charges —2 .— 86,347,259 
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Net eftimated revenue of the three Preſidencies .. £725,434 
4 Dedut—Supplies from Bengal to Bencoolen, by No. i1, 100,920 
| The remainder..... „ 624,514 
is to be deducted from the intereſt payable on the debts, by 
——TTwũ ũ ²ũ jðù,·˙¹ m ⁰ = hw 915,687 
The eſtimated deficiency from the territorial revenues will 
then appear to amount to 5 291,173 
| and deducted from the amount to be received from the ſale of 
4 BC... = un ROE 624,727 
pa 8 £333,554 
is the ſum expected, in this view, to be applicable to the purpoſes of com- 
merce, in the year 1799-1800. The inveſtments, in the laſt year, were 
much reduced, in conſequence of the war. In the preſent year, it appears, 
that the Governments have conſiderably extended them; and the ad- 
8 vances, including a ſupply to Canton, of 224,378. are eſtimated to 
amount to 2, 380, 000“. 
+5 | DEBTS IN INDIA, 
20 The accumulated demands upon the ſeveral treaſuries in India 
for the vigorous proſecution of the war, and the attention which it x 
1 was thought neceſſary, at the ſame time, to pay to the proviſion of 3 
1 inveſtments, rendered it neceſſary to have recourſe to loans in an 1 
bo extenſive degree. The effect ona compariſon with the accounts of 5 
ba the laſt year, is as follows, viz. In April 1798, the amount of the 1 
* debts was 11,032,045/.; in April 1799, by No. 16, it was 15 
00 12,995,526). ; being an increaſe of 1, 962, 88 11. A301 
88 The amount ſubſcribed to the remittance, under the orders of June . 0 
4 1793, was, by the account No. 17, 274, 5 161. which is till leſs than 2 10 
l the ſubſeriptions in the laſt year, from the eauſes which were then 4 8 | 
15 ſtated to obſtruct the operation of the plan laid down for the liqui- 1 
* ation of the Indian debt. The inſtitution of a ſinking fund by f F | 
41. , , | : #3. 
the Bengal Government, may likewiſe be ſuppoſed to have inter- 11 
3 fered with this arrangement. In April 1798, the debt bearing + | 
; intereſt amounted to 8,933,048/. ; in April 1799, by No. 16, . of 
* the amount was 10, 190, 5 281.; making an increaſe of 1, 25 6, 8 80l. Fe \ 
The annual intereſt payable on the debt laſt year was 758,135. ; My | 4 
the annual intereſt on the preſent debt, by No. 16, is 915,087. 419 
Increaſe of intereſt, 157,552/. The ſame rate of exchange is it. 
93 uſed as on former occaſions. 


ASSETS IN INDIA. 


The value of the aſſets in India, conſiſting of caſh, gocds, ſtores, 
259 &c. and of debts owing to the Company, calculated at the like rate 
of exchapge as the debts, amounted, on the 3oth April 1798, to 
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9,9 22, 9og3l. on the 3oth April 1799, by No. 13, it amounted | 
to 10,259,107. ſhewing, in the value of aſſets, an increaſe of 
336, 204. In this year, an increaſe appears in every item, with the 
exception of that of the ſtores, which is leſs by 175, oool. which may 
be accounted for by the extenſive demands for the armies in motion 
at all the Prefidencies. The ſmall addition to the amount of debts 
due the Company does not require notice; but it will afford ſatiſ- 
faction to diſcover, that the larger value of all the remzining aſſets 
is an actual increaſe of effective property. Deducting the increaſed 


value of the aſſets, as above, from the increaſe of debts, which has 


been ſhewn to be 1,962, 88 11. the general ſtate of the affairs in 
India is, on a compariſon with the laſt year, worſe by 1,6 26,6771. 


HOME ACCOUNTS. 


Having compleated the examination of the whole of the accounts 
relating to the affairs abroad, the attention of the Committee is now 
requeſted to thoſe relating to the affairs at home. From the obſer- 
vations on the former, and the general reſults which have been 
drawn from them, it will, of courſe, have been diſcovered that, in 
a financial point of view, the Governments muſt have been engaged 
in ſerious difficulties, inaſmuch as the conſignment of inveſtments to 
Europe could only be accompliſhed by means of loans, at unfavour- 
able rates of intereſt. The effect upon the Indian debt, and upon 
the reſources, has been ſhewn. It now remains to ſtate the ſubject 
in a more favourable view, by pointing out the advantages derived 
from the attention which, under every preſſure, has been paid to the 
commercial intereſts of the Company. This will be ſhewn, in the 
purſuit cf the plan now laid down, as to the compariſon of the 
actual accounts with the eſtimates, to which I ſhall proceed, after 
ſtating the extent of the trade in general, according to the produce, 
or ſale amount, of the goods, as exhibited in the account, No. 25. 

The aggregate amount of the ſales of goods from India and 
China, in the year 1799-1800, was 10,160,610). which is leſs 
than the ſales of the laſt year in the ſum of 154, 6461. The goods 
ſold on account of the Company were to a leſs amount by 
969,339). ; thoſe on account of private traders exceeded the laſt 
year in 707,02i/.; and thoſe termed neutral property, by 
107, 67 21. being together an exceſs of 814,093). making a net 
diminution in the amount of ſales, as above ſtated, of 154,646). 
From which it appears, that although the ſales of the Company's 
goods in, this year fell ſo far ſhort of their amount in the laſt, the 
trade in general from the Eaſt has, in this point of view, experi- 
enced a. diminution ſcarcely requiring notice, when the ſurprizing 
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rapid inereaſe in the laſt year is taken into eonſideration. But, in 
fact, this is not to be termed a diminution altogether, becauſe the 
preſent account is ſtated upon different principles. The ſales of 
the laſt year included the whole. of the cuſtoms uſually chargeable 
on a part of the goods; whereas, in conſequence of an act paſſed in 
the laſt ſeſſion, commonly called the“ warehouſing a,” the ope- 
ration of which commenced in September, a large portion of the 
goods was ſold, ſubjeQ to the payment of the cuſtoms by the pur- 


chaſers on the clearing of them; ſo that, whatever ſum might be 


aſcertained to be payable on this account, would, on the former prin- 
ciple, be an addition to the ſales, which would thereby be increaſed 
to an amount beyond that now ſtated, 

The difference in the Company's goods is conſiderable ; ; but fo 
large a ſale as that in the laſt year was not calculated upon. The 
ſales in the preſent year were eſtimated to produce 7, 863, oool. 
their actual amount was 7,307,727/. being leſs than the eſtimate 
495,273]. As the eſtimate was framed on the principle formerly 
in practice with regard to the cuſtoms, this difference might, in a 
general way, be accounted for, by the alteration above adverted to 
but as, on a cloſer inſpection of the feveral ſpecies of goods diſpoſed 
of, it appears, that ſome were ſold to an amount exceeding the eſti- 
mate, and ſome to an amount much farther below it, it may not be 


unacceptable to the Committee to be furniſhed with more preciſe in- 


formation. 
The advantage to the revenue of the country, and the profit to 
the Company, from the tea trade, are well known. It is ſatisfae- 
tory to find, that though the ſale of this article was eſtimated little 
ſhort of the unexampled produce of the laſt year, the actual diſpoſal 
of it was near 500,000). more than the eſtimate, in conſequence of 
an increaſe both in demand and price. From the ſame cauſes, the 
ſale of ſaltpetre was double the ſum eſtimated ; although that was 
conſiderably more than what was ſold in any former year, except 
the one immediately preceding. In moſt of the other articles, dif- 
appointment has been experienced, ariſing, in ſome inſtances, from 
the want of them: but a great part of the difference in the ſale 
amount may be attributed to the alteration in the cuſtoms. The 
greateſt defalcation, on the compariſon, is in the ſugar, and ariſes 
almoſt entirely from the fall in price, when the ſudden interruption 


to the demand occurred, from the immenſe influx into the foreign 


markets. It was ſeriouſly apprehended, that the interruption expe- 
rienced in the foreign trade in general, would have been more 


ſeverely felt by the Company; but the Committee will be gratified 


by the information, that with the above exception, the only incon- 
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venience worthy of notice was the neceſſity of deferring the ſales for 


a ſhort time ; from which the periods of payment were extended, 


and the payments within the year of courſe leſſened. 


The more direct conſideration of this part of the ſubject will 
bring to the view of the Committee the account No. 23, in which 
the caſh concerns of the Company, in this year, are exhibited ; 


| likewiſe the eſtimate of them for the next. The moſt prominent 


article on the receipt fide is that of the ſale of goods. It was eſti. 
mated to amount to 7, 840, 5 281. and actually amounted to 
7, 209, 8491. which was leſs than the- eſtimate by 630,679. 
The deficiency of the ſales certainly affected the receipt in ſome 
degree; but the deferring of the ſales, as above noticed, likewiſe 
contributed to produce the difference ; for the ſum left due at the 
cloſe of the year was much more than was expected. The charges 
and profit on private trade were eſtimated to amount to I 20,000/.; 
the actual amount was 20 2,969. being more than eſtimated by 


 B2,96917. partly from the large ſale, and partly from the ſettlement 


of ſome particular accounts in this year. 
Excluding every other article relating to the private trade, as not 
directly connected with the actual property of the Company, the net 


actual receipts below the eſtimated were 5 48, 290l. The defici- 
encies were occalioned by the ſhort receipt on the ſales, as already 


ſhewn, and by the deferred diſpoſal of the loyalty loan. In a few 
inſtances, an exceſs has occurred: the private trade profits, as above 
ſtated, and the payment for ſaltpetre by the ordnance. The ſum 
derived from the ifſue of bonds, to the amount of. 2 18, 5 00l. was 
not reckoned upon in the eſtimate. 

On the review of the receipt ſide, including the balance of cafh 
at the commencement of the year, it appears that the ſum of 
8 718, 159 l. was at the diſpoſal of the Company. It now remains 
to inveſtigate its appropriation, as ſhewn on the payment fide of the 


account. The payments in the courſe of the year, excluding the 


private trade, were eſtimated to amount to 9,797,207). ; the ſum 
actually paid, under the ſame exclufion, was 8,1 42,7 291. making 
a difference of 1,654,478). This, it is to be obſerved, is the net 
difference between the eftimated and aQual payments. The exa- 
mination of the detail ſhews, as uſual, that although, on the whole, 
the expenditure was ſo conſiderably below the eſtimate, on ſome 


| articles it has been above. Of theſe, the ſupply to India and China 


js firſt to be noticed: the exports; to the amount of 242,208). ; 


the payment of bills of exchange 132, 40 3l.: but as the liquidation 


of the Indian debt was 72, 408. and the export of bullion 
149,8 171. leſs than eſtimated, it will appear, that the whole pay- 
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ment in aid of India and China exceeded the eftimate in only the 
ſum of 152,500/. The charges of merchandize exceeded the eſti- 
mate 116,7 121. principally from a larger payment on the com- 
miſſion due the China ſupra. cargoes, and from the expence of build- 
ings ; likewiſe from a conſiderable iflue of money for the redemption 


of the land tax on the Company's houſe and warehouſes ; but their - 


property will be benefited in the amount ſo applied. The ſmall 
exceſs on the intereſt on ſtock and bonds does not require notice. 
That occaſioned by the payment of bonds at the ſales was, in this 
year, only 8, 4251. which fully confirms the propriety of the remark 
on the accounts of the laſt year: nothing was inſerted in the eſti- 
mate on this account, as then explained. The ſmallneſs of the 
ſum, compared with ſeveral former years, is in conſequence of the 
improved ſtate of the Company's credit, from which their bonds 
bear a premium. Of the payments below the eſtimate, thoſe ill 
requiring notice are, the cuſtoms, and freight and demurrage, after 
allowing for what has been received on the private trade : the for- 
mer was leſs by 463, 4471. chiefly in conſequence of the change 
repeatedly referred to, and the latter by 5 54,4991. from the eſtimate 
being calculated on the ſuppoſition that more ſhips would arrive; or 
that more would be engaged, than in the event proved to be the 
caſe. The poſtponement of the liquidation of the debt to the Bank, 
to the amount of 800,000). is the largeſt ſum by far of the deficient 
or ſhort payments. 

On the whole, the actual payments above the eſtimated amount- 
ed to 528,916). and thoſe below to 2,183,394/. The difference 
is as before ſtated. Adjuſting this difference with that of the actual 
receipts below the eſtimated, the reſult would appear to be more fa- 
vourable at the cloſe of the year by 1,106,188, ; but as the pay- 
ments on account of the private trade were in this year more than 
the receipts, a further adjuſtment is neceſſary. Ihe actual balance 
of the account will then be better than eſtimated by 969,31 0/. 
The general reſult of the receipt and expenditure in the year't 799+ 
1800, on the compariſon between the eſtimate and the actual ac» 
count, may be ſtated as follows, viz. The balance at the cloſe of 
the year was eſtimated to be againſt the Company in the ſum of 
565,988). but, notwithſtanding the deficient receipts from the ſales 
of goods, and notwithſtanding the aid afforded to India and China 
exceeded the eſtimate, a ſmall iſſue of bonds, a leſs payment for 
cuſtoms and freight, and the protraction of the intended payments to 
the Bank, have ſo operated, that the actual balance proved to be in 
favour, to the amount of 403,3221. making, as above ſtated, a ba- 
lance better than eſtimated by 969, 3 10ʃ. 

Vol. XII. 4 B 
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| ESTIMATE, 1800-1801. 

The eſtimate of the receipt and expenditure in the year 1800- 
1801, contained in the account laſt referred to, does not feem to 
On the receipt fide, the amount expected 
from the ſales appears to be the orly article requiring particular 
notice. The reccipt from Government for ſundry claims, and that 
on the diſpoſal of the Loyalty Loan, will operate to the reduction of 
the aſſets in their reſpeAive amounts. 

The ſales in this vear are eſtimated to produce 6, 675, oool.; of 
which may be received, after the cloſe of the year, 1,390,000. 
the remainder 5,285,000/. with the ſum to be received from 
the ſales made previous to the 1ſt March 1800, amounting to 
916,000). will exhibit a total of 6,201,000. as the amount ex- 
pected to be received in the courſe of the year, on account of the 
ſales of the Company's goods. 

The whole ſale is taken at 692,000). leſs than the actual ſale of 


[Commons, 


laſt year, and the ſum eſtimated to be received, at a million leſs than 


the actual receipt of the laſt year; but it is not to be inferred from 
thence, that the diminution of the trade will be to the amount firſt 
ſtated, becauſe the full effect of the warehouſing ad, betore referred 
to, will be found in the amount of the ſales of this year ; and if the 
ſales are leſs from the cuſtoms being to be paid by the purchaſers, 
thoſe paid by the Company will likewiſe be diminiſhed, in whatever 
ſum they may amount to. The greater difference in the receipt 
ariſes from the large ſum that will not fall in courſe of payment 
within the year. From the caution with which, on an examina- 
tion of the particulars, the eſtimate appears to be calculated, and 
from the general appearance of the trade, a hope may be indulged, 
that unleſs any thing unforeſeen ſhould occur, the actual out- turn 
will be more favourable. | 

As to the eſtimated payments, thoſe on account of the charges im- 

mediately attaching to the goods, or to the concern in general, ap- 
pear to be calculated on principles preſcribed by each reſpectively: 
The cuſtoms, of courſe, at a very ſmall amount compared with 
ſor mer years. The ſupply to India and China, including the pay- 
ment of Indian debt, rather excceds the average of the laſt three 
years. The liquidation of the debt to the Bank, poſtponed the laſt 
year, is again eſtimated to take place in the preſent. 

The general reſult of the eſtimate is, that in conſequence of the 
large payments on acccunt of India and China, and of the inten- 
tion of liquidating the whole of the debt to the Bank, reckoning only 
on the produce of the ſales, on a receipt from Government on ſun- 


dry claims, and on the diſpoſal of the Loyalty Loan, the balance, 
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on the tſt March 180 1, is expected to be againſt the Company to 
the amount of 368,01 3/. 


DEBTS AT HOME. 


The ſtate of the affairs at home, as to the debts and affets, con- 
traſted with the laſt year, is next to be conſidered. Firſt the debts * 
On the 1 of March 1799, they amounted to 7, 103,762l. On 
the 1ſt March 1800, their amount, by No. 23, was 5,8 30, 22 21. 
being a decreaſe of 1, 273, 540. Ina few inſtances the debts have 
increaſed : the bond debt nearly 200, oool. as noticed in the receipts 
of the year. A larger ſum is due on bills of exchange from India, 
and more is due to the proprietors of private trade, The decreaſe 
proceeds from leſs ſums being owing on bills from China, and on 
the Indian debt. The amount due on freight and demurrage is 
much ſmaller than in the laſt year : but the greateſt decreaſe is in 
the cuſtoms, to the amount of 972,147/. This ariſes from the 
circumſtance repeatedly adverted to, and the computed value of 


goods will be found to have engerienonl, a conſiderable reduQion in 


conſequence. 


ASSETS AT HOME. 


The value of the aſſets at home amounted on the iſt March. 
1799 to 17,119,628]. On the it Match 1800, by No. 23, 
it was 16 185, 950l. being a decrcaſe of 933,078. 

On the compariſon of the ſeveral articles in the detail of this ac- 
count with thoſe of the preceding year, many and great variations 
are diſcovered, which will require more minute explanation than has 
been generally heretofore thought requiſite in this branch of the 
Company's affairs. The decreaſe in general has amounted to up- 
wards of three millions and a half, and the increaſe to more than 
2,600,000/, Of the former, the ſmaller, balance of caſh and 
bullion, to the amount of 870,000). being ſufficiently accounted 
for by the remarks on the expenditure, it will only remain to ſtate, 
that the decreaſe above exhibited has ariſen principally from the leſs 
value of goods in the warehouſe : the difference in this reſpect is 
2,693,000]. The quantity of goods on hand at the conclufion of 
the laſt year was far beyond the uſual proportion, in conſequence of 
the numerous arrivals. The value; in that inſtance, was, as uſual, 
the computed value, including the cuſtoms : in the preſent, it is 
calculated exeluſive of the cuſtoms; to which circumſtance a ma- 
terial part of the difference may be attributed, of which the Com- 
mittee muſt be aware, from the remarks made on the debts : but by 
far the greateſt part may be accounted for from the diſpoſal 4 

3B 2 


17 
· 
1 
1 * 
» 
' 
: 
* 
» 
. 
: 
15 
4.4 
* 
"7 
# 
1 
1 
ä 
WL | 
1 
* 
* 
4 
", 
, 
) 
4 
37h 
- 
N. 
1. 
{1 
„ t 
49960 
d \ 
+. 
4 
, \ 
1 
[4 
N. 
1 
6 
'W 
17 
111 
. A 
15 
H. 
* 
1 
U 


10 
* 
a T 
* 
4. 

4 


* e — LIC 


— — — 2 
— * 91 ot 2 — 


„„ 8. 
— »—— - 


PR — * 


1 - — 


— — 
— 
= — 


LN . * *. . N 
% < WM 
SE I». che 


* 2 
1 
* 
414 
2 L 
+ 
* 
9 
A 
1 
i 
_ * ! 
q 
& 


„ 
F 


N r Beg peers , x0 


NS nts BIS 


o a — 
%. A 77 
— 2 * 


er 
„ * 2 ** wo i * * 1 P 
, b 4 * ! 1 8 


93 
p 24 
0 w C2 


556 PARLIAMENTARY 


[Commons. 
the goods. The preſent remains are ſtill more than the general 
average. | | | 


As to the articles on which the increaſe appears — The amount 


due on the ſales has been adverted to The large payments for ex- 


ports will account for their increaſed value, which, compriſing thoſe 
actually ſhipped, and thoſe not ſhipped, was 1,111,000/: but ſome 
adjuſtment will be made on this head in the ſequel. The addition 
to the value of the buildings may readily be accounted for by their 
extenſion, alſo by the redemption of the land tax, as before noticed. 
The debt ſtated by the Company to be due to them from- Govern- 


- ment, for ſtores and ſupplies to His Majeſty's troops, is more than 


in the laſt year by 764, 300l.; but as this account is ſubje& to fur- 
ther examination, an alteration may probably be hereafter made, as 
to the ultimate balance. 

Taking the debts and aſſets, as ſhewn in the account now re- 
ferred to, the reſult of the examination of the home concern in this 
regard is, a decreaſe in the debts to the amount of 1,27 3,540/.; 
from which deduct the decreaſe of the aſſets as above 933,678). ; 
an improvement will then-be exhibited amounting to 339, 86217. 


CHINA AND ST. HELENA. 


From the obſervations on the ſtatements of the laſt year, the 
Committee are prepared for the ſatisfactory information reſpect- 
ing the amelioration of the ſtate of the affairs in China. 

By thoſe ſtatements, the balance againſt the Company at China 
was 1,073,607]. By No. 24 of the preſent accounts it is 
202, o 221. being an improvement of 85 3, 58 5. 

The view of the affairs at St. Helena cannot be brought down to 
the lateſt date for want of the books: as the variations are ſeldom to 
a conſiderable amount, it may not perhaps be reckoned material, 
The preſent ſtatement is one year in arrear. 

The balance tated laſt year was to the 3oth September 1797 
it was in favour in the ſum of 54,2487. the balance in favour on 
zoth Sept. 1798 was 62,235]. The total improvement at China 
and St. Helena amounted to 861,57 21. 


GENERAL COMPARATIVE VIEW of the Debts and Aſſets hy 
the laſt and preſent Year's Accounts. 


Having ſtated the reſults of my examination of the concerns of 
the Company as to the property, or as to the debts abroad and at 
home, reſpeQively, I procced finally to offer a combined view of the 
whole, from whicti the Committee will be enabled to aſcertain the 
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actual ſituation of the affairs in general, in theſe ä compared 
with the laſt year. 

The debts in India have appeared to . in the ſum of 
1,962, 88 1J.; thoſe at home have decreaſed 1, 273, 5 40l.; fo that 
the net increaſe of debt is 689, 341. The aſſets in India exhibit 
an increaſe of 336,2041. ; thoſe at home have decreaſed 933,67 81. 
The decreaſe of aſſets 597,474/. ; when deducted from the im- 
proved ſituation of China, amounting to 853,585/. and of St. 
Helena to 7, 98 71. together 861, 5721. will ſhew the net increaſe 
of aſſets to be 264,098/. The difference between this ſum and 
the increafe of debts, as above, is 425, 2431. which is the amount 
in which the ſtate of the concern, in this view, appears to be worſe 
than at the concluſion of the laſt year, But the ſame kind of further 
inveſtigation has been found neceſſary in this year as in the laſt, 
The Indian ſtock accounts were cloſed on the 3oth April 1799, 
and appear to have included a part of the conſignments, for which 
credit is taken in the home aſſets; as their arrival could not poſſibly 
be known at the time of making up the accounts in the latter in- 
ſtance. From this circumſtance there will till remain to be added 
202,450]. The total 627,693). is the amount in which the 
ſtate of the whole concern appears in a worſe point of view than at 
the concluſion of the laſt year. 


Having accompliſhed the inveſtigation of the numerous accounts, 
and, I truſt, arranged the whole ſubject to which they relate, in as 
clear and intelligible a point of view as its extenfive nature would 
admit; the completion of the plan originally propoſed for the con- 
ſideration of it will only require a few further obſervations, in the 
way of recapitulation, in order to lead the attention of the Com- 
mittee to correct inferences on the general view of this great concern. 
In ſo doing, the foreign concern and the home will be placed in two 
diſtin branches; the propriety of which will probably ſeem ob- 


vious, from their different aſpe& in a financial view. On this 


principle, the affairs of India will be firſt attended to. When this 
ſubje& was laſt before the Houſe, the diſtance of the period from the 
dates of the actual accounts, and the knowledge of events which had 
occurred ſince the formation of the eſtimates for the year 1798-9, 
enabled me to draw tolerable accurate conjectures, that the charges 
would much exceed the ſum eſtimated ; and my ſuſpicions to that 
effect were accordingly ſtated. The reſult has been as expected; 
and it appears, that the expences have not only conſiderably exceeded 
the eſtimate, but have likewiſe been far beyond the ability of the 
ardinary reſources, notwithſtanding they were great, and productive 
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beyond all former precedent. The diſtin explanation of every ad- 


ditional charge will have afforded an idea of the cauſe of the in- 


creaſe; and the remarks on the military charges, particularly where 


it has moſtly fallen, will have ſhewn, that the enormous expences 
have been occaſioned by the critical ſituation in which the Govern- 
ments were placed, which led to the neceſſity of having recourſe to 
hoſtilities. The increaſe of the military expences, for ſeveral paſt 
years, has often been remarked to the Committee, and the cauſes 
have been explained, whether permanent or otherwiſe. The many 
Important advantages derived from the ſucceſsful operations of the 
Britiſh arms were likewiſe detailed. A reaſonable hope was enter- 
tained, from the expulſion of European rivals, that the Company's 
power was eſtabliſhed upon a baſis not ſoon likely to be diſturbed ; 
eſpecially as no means were left untried to convince the native 
powers of our fixed determination faithfully to adhere to the ſtipula- 
tions of treaties, and to act upon principles directed by moderation 
and juſtice. But as it is not my intention at this time to enter at 
large upon the political relations of the Company, I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve, that the great drain upon the reſources of the year in queſtion 
has been occaſioned by the war with the late Nabob, Tippoo Sul- 
taun. As the Houſe have already received: moſt ample information 
with regard to the origin, progreſs, and concluſion of this war, and 
have alſo ſignified their unanimous approbation of the conduct of 
thoſe concerned in the direQion of it, any further explanation of its 
grounds is needleſs ; and it will ſuffice for me to confine my remarks 
to the paſt and future effects upon the finances. 

The indiſpenſable neceſſity of every meaſure to inſure ſucceſs is 
completely obvious. Although a laviſh expenditure, in any event, 
is always to he guarded againſt, parſimony, or an ill- judged econo- 
my, on an occaſion in which it has fully appeared that the Britiſh in- 
tereſts in the Eaſt were at ſtake, would have been impolitic in the 
extreme. Every practicable addition to the effective force was eſſen- 
tially requiſite, as well as the moſt extenſive ſupplies in every de- 
partment. That the means were proportioned to the end, has been 
fully proved in the ifſue. The effect upon the Indian treaſuries was 
ſuch as might naturally be expected. The reſources, including the 
aſſiſtance from Europe, were not equal to the demands; and no 
other mode preſented itſclf to ſupply the deficiency in this regard, or 
provide funds, that the trade might not be totally religquiſhed, but 
that of loans-to a large amount. Having formerly illuſtrated the 
prudence and propriety of continuing the inveſtments, under cir- 
cumſtances of ſuch extreme difficulty in raifing funds, I ſhall only 
now refer to thoſe obſervations, and to the decided opinion I gave 4 
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ſhort time back as to the expediency of purſuing the ſame ſyſtem at 
all times: but this part of the ſubjeR will more properly remain to 
be conſidered in connection with the affairs at home. 

From the remarks hitherto made, the concluſions, in ſo far as 
the finances are concerned, appear truly inauſpicious, exhibiting 
only exhauſted treaſuries and accumulated debts. I have no ſmall 
ſatisfaction in being enabled to obſerve, that a much more favour- 
able ſide of the queſtion remains to be ſtated. 

The circumſtance of the adminiſtration of the whole of the re- 
venues experiencing little further interruption than might have been 
expeQecd in the time of the moſt profound peace, and their realiza- 
tion, with but ſmall exception, might, in the firſt place, be men- 
tioned ; likewiſe the punctual diſcharge of the ſeveral ſubſidies by 
the Princes in alliance with the Company, as affording, particularly 
in the former inſtance, a proof of the permanence and ſtability of 
the reſources : but having more immediately in view the ſignal be- 
nefits obtained from the late events, I ſhall direct my obſervations 
to them. The Governments in India are relieved from the anxie- 
ties to which they were perpetually expoſed from a powerful and en- 
terpriſing enemy, whoſe principles of ambition and inveteracy led 
him, even during times of apparent peace, and under the moſt 
ſpecious declarations of adherence to treaties, to every perfidious at- 
tempt to undermine the intereſts of the Company with their allies, 
to ſeduce their own immediate dependants from their allegiance, and 
to raiſe formidable combinations for their deſtruction. The ex- 
pences incurred from the neceſſity of being always prepared to reſiſt 
the attempts of this dangerous neighbour, have been immenſe. 
Thoſe incurred by the demolition of his power, and conqueſt of his 
dominions, cannot be regretted 3 eſpecially when, in addition to the 
ſecurity derived from the removal of a moſt formidable enemy, other 
extenſive advantages are adverted to. The alarms which have been 
entertained for the ſafety of the poſſeſſions on the peninſula of India 
for many years, from this power, in direct and avowed connection 
with our natural enemies, being removed, and the turbulence of our 
own immediate tributaries being thereby effectually checked, it is to 
be expected that the military expences may be much reduced ; from 
which, with the additional refources obtained from the acceſſion of 
territory, there is every proſpect that, at no diſtant period, the 
treaſuries will be repleniſhed, the debts diminiſhed, and every effect 
exhibited in the aceounts before the Committee fully repaired. 

The facility procured for trade over a great additional tract will 
tend to promote the commercial intereſts of the Company, and will 
open a more extenſive market for the manufactures of this country. 
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As from the general view of the whole ſituation of the affairs in the 
Eaſt, either as it reſpects the internal ſtate of the provinces, or the 
connection with other powers, there is every reaſon to conclude, that 
the influence and proſperity of the Company are eſtabliſhed upon a 
permanent baſis ; the inferences ſuggeſted from the mere inſpeQion 
of the preſent ſtatements will be materially changed, and the atten- 
tion will be directed to the advantages which I hope the Committee 
will admit are moſt evidently preſented. 

The home affairs offer a very favourable view, whether their ſtate 
be conſidered as directly ſhewn by the accounts now before the 
Committee, or by the general complection of the trade. The continu- 
ance of the demand for the produce of India fully demonſtrates the 
advantages reſulting from the meaſures adopted for the confignment 
of inveſiments. The ſales for the immediate account of the Com- 
pany, notwithſtanding they fell ſhort of the amount in the preceding 
year, have been very produQtive. The debts are below their ordinary 
level; and the value of the aſſets being in a far greater proportion 
above, are proofs of the amended ſituation of the home concerns. 
From the produce of the ſales, the Company have been enabled to 
make advances in repayment of the conſignments from abroad to a 
great amount: of theſe a conſiderable part has been applied in the 
export of goods from this country. The reduction of the debts to 
the Chineſe merchants ſhews, that this valuable branch (the China 
trade) is again reſtored to a flouriſhing ſtate ; and the immenſe ſale 
of the teas furniſhes a proof of the propriety of the remarks offered 
on the ſubject, on the examination of the accounts of laſt year. 

The final reſult of the whole is, the financial departments in 
India have experienced material deterioration from the united preſ- 
ſure of war expences and proviſion of inveſtments, but not in a de- 
gree to afford ground of alarm. A large proportion of the increaſe 
of the debt has been the occaſion of adding to the aſſets; from 
whence the home concern has been confiderably enriched. It cer- 
tainly is of the firſt importance to deviſe a method, by which the 
preſent burthens on India may be relieved ; and I am happy in be- 
ing enabled to remark, that the means for accompliſhing this de- 
firable object are to be found in various ways :—in principles of 
economy, as to the future expenditure ; and in a proper application 
of the increaſed reſources abroad. An examination muſt likewiſe 
be made, by what mode the home treaſury can contribute to the di- 
minution of the foreign debt. | 

From the circumſtances of the war, the eſtabliſhments have been 
confiderably extended. It will be a point of my diligent and cloſe 
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attention that every practicable reduction ſhall be carried into effect 
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from which, with the favourable proſpe& to be indulged from the 


ſtability and permanence of the reſources, and the unexampled 


proſperity of the commerce, no apprehenſions need be entertained on 
account of the magnitude of the preſent debt : I am prepared, in- 
deed, to meet it at fourteen millions. My confidence in the means 
of retrieving the ſtate of the finances abroad is further ſtrengthened, 
by reference to the experience of former times. The fituation of 
the Company on the firſt eſtabliſhment of the preſent ſyſtem, is well 
known to have been ſuch, that the full extent of their difficulties 
could not be aſcertained till the year 1786. In the year 1797 I 
took occaſion to offer to the Committee a moſt flattering view of the 
ſurpriſing improvement brought about in the courſe of ten years. 
The reduction of the debts, and the increafe of the aſſets, were to 
an amount exceeding 1 1,100,000). ſterling. It is true, that within 
that period money had been raiſed on additional capital, to the 
amount of 3, 7 40, oool.; but it muſt likewiſe be taken into con- 
ſideration, that the remainder may be termed a net improvement, 
under the events of an Indian war, at one time threatening ſerious 
diſaſters, though finally concluded highly to the advantage of the 
Company: under the events likewiſe of the preſent European war, 
during four years of the period, which cauſed enormous additions to 
the expence of freights, and of the proviſion of every article of 
equipment; and occaſioned alſo great expences by ſeveral expedi- 
tions, from which our rivals were deprived of their poſſeſſions in the 
Eaſt. But J have carried the compariſon three years further, which 
will take in a great part of the immenſe expenditure of the late war 
with Myſore, and find, that the improvement, during theſe thirteen 
years, on the ſame principle, is 11,880,000/. If it be inquired 
what is the ſtate of the concern between 1796-7, and the date of 
the preſent accounts, in which period the extraordinary preſſure 
has been moſtly felt, it is ſatisſactory to diſcover, that without 
any aid from increaſe of capital, the improvement has ſtill been 
747,000. 

It is fair then to infer, that ſo far from apprehenſions, the moſt 
ſanguine hopes may be indulged from the preſent general aſpect of 
the Company's affairs, whether conſidered politically or commerei- 


ally ; that unleſs any thing unforeſcen ſhould occur, the debts may, 


in a few years, be reduced to the amount at which it may be pru- 


dent to limit them; and that the ſurplus produce of the revenues 


may be applied to the purpoſes 1 when the laſt * 


| took place. 


I beg leave to conclude, by ſubmitting, as afual, the reſolutions 
ſuggeſted from the accounts upon the table: 
Vol. XII. 40 
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te Reſolved, That it appears that the annual revenues of the Eaſt- 
India Company in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, and 
from Benares and Oude, under the heads of mint or coinage duties, 
poſt- office collections, Benares revenue, Oude ſubſidy, land reve- 
nues, police taxes, cuſtoms, ſales of ſalt and opium, and ſtamp du- 
ties, amounted, on the average of three years, 1796-7 to 1998-9, 
both incluſive, to the ſum of 5 crore, 88 lacs, and $75 current 
rupees. 

« That it appears that the annual revenues of the Eaſt- India 
Company in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, and from 
Benares and Oude, under the ſame heads which were eſtimated for 


the year 1798-9 to amount to 6 crore, 15 lacs, and 52,008 cur- 


rent rupces, amounted to 6 crore, 15 lacs, and 36,152 current 
rupecs. 
6 That it appears that the charges incurred by the Eaſt-India 


Company in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, and in Be- 


nares and Oude, under the heads of civil, judicial, military, and ma- 
rine, the charges of buildings and fortifications, of collecting the 
revenues and cuſtoms, and the advances and charges on account of 
ſalt and opium, and the charges of the ſtamp- office, which were eſti- 

mated, for the year 1798-9, at 3 crore, 95 lacs, and 28, 473 cur- 
rent rupecs, amounted to 4 crore, 12 lacs, and 42,912 current 
rupees. 

That it appears that the annual revenues of the Eaſt- India 
Company in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, and from. 
Benares and Oude, under the heads of mint or coinage duties, poſt- 
office colleQions, Benares revenue, Oude ſubſidy, land revenues, 
police taxes, cuſtoms, the receipts from the ſales of ſalt and opium, 
and the ſtamp duties for the year 1799-1800, are eſtimated by the 
Governor General and Council to amount to the ſum of 6 crore, 19 
lacs, and 67,332 current rupees. 

4% That it appears that the charges to be defrayed by the Eaſt- 
India Company in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, and 
in Benares and Oude, under the heads of civil, judicial, military, 
and marine, the charges of buildings and fortifications, of collecting 
the revenues and cuſtoms, and the advances and charges on account 


of ſalt and opium, and the charges of the ſtamp- office, for the year 


1799-1800, are eſtimated, by the Governor General and Council, 
to amount to the ſum of 4 crore, 15 lacs, and 75,534 current 
rupees. 

« That it appears that the annual revenues of the Eaſt-India 
Company at the Preſidency of Fort Saint George, and the ſettle- 


ments ſubordinate thereto, and in the Carnatic and Northe: 5: Cit- 
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ears (excluſive of Ceylon), under the neads of mint or coinage du- 
ties, poſt- office collections, ſea and land cuſtoms, ſubſidies from the 
Nabob of Arcot, the Rajah of Tanjore, and the Nizam, land re- 
yenues, and farms and licences, amounted, on an average of three 
years, 796-7 to 1798-9, both incluſive, to the ſum of 46 lacs 
and 78,031 pagodas. 

« That it appears that the annual revenues of the Eaſt-India 
Company at the Preſideney of Fort Saint George, and the ſettle- 
ments ſubordinate thereto, and in the Carnatic and Northern Cir- 
cars, under the heads of mint or coinage dutics, poſt-office collec- 
tions, ſea and land cuſtoms, ſubfidies from the Nabob of Arcot, the 
Rajah of Tanjore, and the Nizam, land revenues, and farms and 
licences, which were eſtimated, for the year 1798-9, to amount to 
52 lacs and 96,8 34 pagodas, amounted to 52 lacs and 73,049 
pagodas. 

„That it appears that the charges incurred by the Eaſt-India 
Company at the Preſidency of Fort Saint George, and the ſettle- 
ments ſubordinate thereto, and in the Carnatic and Northern Cir- 
cars, under the reſpective heads of poſt-office, civil, military, and 
revenue charges, and for buildings and fortifications, which were 
eſtimated, for the year 1798-9, to amount to 71 lacs and 43,797 
pagodas, amounted to 88 lacs and 59,214 pagodas. 

„That it appears that the annual revenues of the Eaſt-India 
Company at the Preſidency of Fort Saint George, and the ſettle- 
ments ſubordinate thereto, and in the Carnatic and Northern Cir- 
cars, under the heads aforeſaid, for the year 1799-1800, are eſti- 


mated by the Governor and Council of Madras to amount to 62 lacs 


and 98,986 pagodas. 

„That it appears that the annual charges to be defrayed by the 
Eaſt-India Company at the Preſidency of Fort Saint George, and in 
the Carnatic aud Northern Circars, under the reſpective heads 
aforeſaid, in the year 1799-1800, are eſtimated by the Governor 
and Council of Madras to amount to the ſum of 68 lacs and 
48,077 pagodas. V 

„ That it appears that the annual revenues of the Eaſt-India 
Company at the Preſideney of Bombay, and the ſettlements ſubordi- 
nate thereto, amounted on an average of three years, 1796-7 to 
1798-9, both incluſive, to the ſum of 30 lacs and 48,038 rupees, 

„That it appears that the annual revenues of the Eaſt India 
Company at the Preſidency of Bombay, and the ſettlements ſubor- 
dinate thereto, which were eſtimated, for the year 1798-9, to 


amount to 31 lacs and 32,7 2.3 rupees, amounted to 33 lacs and 


29,057 rupees, 
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« That it appears that the charges incurred by the Eaſt-India 
Company at the Preſidency of Bombay, and the ſettlements ſubor- 
dinate thereto, which were eſtimated, for the year 1798-9, ta 


[ComMons, 


amount to 89 lacs and 13,970 rupees, amounted to 1 crore, 12 


lacs, and 94,425 rupees. 

« That it appears that the annual revenues of the Eaſt-India 
Company at the Preſideney of Bombay, and the ſettlements ſubor- 
dinate thereto, for the year 1799-1800, are eſtimated, by the Go- 
vernor and Council of Bombay, to amount to 32 lacs and 74,366 
rupees. 

« That it appears that the 2nnual charges to be FIRE" by the 
Eaſt-India Company at the Prefidency of Bombay, and the ſettle- 
ments ſubordinate thereto, in the year 1799-1800, are eſtimated, 
by the Governor and Council of Bombay, to amount to 1 crore, 28 
lacs, and 93,125 rupees. | 

« That it appears that the annual amount of the Eaſt-India 
Company at the Reſidency of Fort Marlborough, and its dependen- 
cies, ariſing from cuſtoms, farms, and licences, amounted, on an 
average of three years, 1796-7 to 1798-9, both incluſive, to 
22,156 Spaniſh dollars. | 

That it appears that the debts owing by the Eaſt-India Com- 
pany at the ſeveral ſettlements in India, amounted, on Zoth April 
1799, to the ſum of 12 crore, 99 Jacs, and 55,259 current 
rupces. 

That it appears that the part of the aforeſaid debts n in} 
tereſt, amounted to 10 crore, 19 lacs, and 5285 current rupees, 
and that the intereſt thereon amounted to g1 lacs and 50, 876 cur- 
rent rupees. 

„ That it appears that the value of aſſets in India, conſiſting of 
cafh in the treaſuries, of bills receivable, of goods provided to be 
ſhipped for England, of goods imported to be fold in India, of falt, 
opium, &c. and of ſtores for uſe or ſale, amounted, on 3oth April 
1799 (including current rupees 5 crore, 63 lacs, and 74, 667, of 
debts ſtated to be owing to the Company there) to 10 crore, 25 
lacs, and 91,062 current rupees. 

That it appears that the balance of ſtock againſt the Eaſt-India 
Company's commerce in China amounted, at the concluſion of the 
year 1798-9, to the ſum of 220,022]. 

That it appears that the debts owing to the Eaft-India Com- 
pany in Great Britain (including 725,900/. of debts transferred 
from India) amounted, on the 1ſt of March 1800, to 5,830,222, 

That it appears that the effects of the Eaſt- India Company in 
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fury, goods ſold not paid for, goods unſold, cargoes afloat, and other 
articles in their commerce, amounted, on 1ſt March 1800, to the 
ſum of 16,185,950. 

That it appears that the ſales of the Eaſt-India Company's 


goods which, in February 1793, were eſtimated, on an average, to 


amount to 4,988, 300l. amounted, in the year 1799- 780005 to the 
ſum of 7, 367,727.“ 


[The References t2 the Appendix in Mr. Secretary Duxpas's 
Speeches, Nos. 1, 2, c. contain Eflimates of the various Settlements, 
which are here omitted. | 


Mr. HUSSEY wiſhed to know, whether the right honourable 
gentleman meant to ſay, that the Company was better, by the ſum 
he ſtated, in its affairs both at home and abroad. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS replied, certainly. 

Mr. HUSSEY ſaid, it fignified nothing what he or any had elſe 
ſaid of the affairs of the Company; for they had ſtated theſe affairs 
themſelves; and he maintained, upon that ſtatement it appeared, 
that, on the affairs at home, the Company, comparing the ſtatement 
now with the ſtatement twenty years ago, were fix millions worſe 
inſtead of better. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, that this was making no allow- 
ance at all for the increaſe of the wealth of the Company in dead 
ſtock in India, as he had already ſtated, for warehouſes, for ſhipping, 
for forts, and above all, for territorial revenues, which would 
amount to many millions ſterling ; and this was the way to judge 
of the real ſtate of the affairs of the Company. The truth was, 
the honourable gentleman knew very well, that the real ſtate of the 
affairs of the Company was, that of great proſperity. _ 

Mr. HUSSEY faid, that the right honourable gentleman knew 
the real ſtate of the affairs of the Company full as well as he did, 
and indeed better a great deal; and he knew very well that the dif- 
heulty which he had ſtated had not been removed. That the dead 
ſtock and territorial revenue of India were enlarged very much, he 
was ready to allow; but he would ſay this, and it was his duty to 
the Public to ſay it, if the Company were to break up to-morrow, 
and to convert all they had into caſh both in India and in Europe, 
and then to make a dividend to the firſt adventurer, inſtead of hav- 


ing enough to pay, he believed there would be many millions de- , 


ficient : he ſpoke on a compariſon of twenty years on their home 
account, and their own account of- affairs. Upon that ſtatement 
there were ſix millions minus, | 


T5 » — q 
— "= v2 a 2. — 
** — 
. at. ＋ = 2 
2 — —— — — Don 4. Shows 0 


8932 


„7 


. 
hoy . 


„ Lac 


. aan oo rr go nr an oe 
EA" x of 2 LR — 1 " 1 IP 


P * #5 


4 hots 


Ld 
[4 I AA PE A Ind 


Pants. * 06 „ 


Zen 


— - — 2 5 v py 
re cel . 82 a * * 8 
— 424 * 2 Pegs the nat toy 8 o * 
Wy 1 q 0 * — 3 * 
4 f * — 2 n - 


566 PARLIAMENTARY [Lozps, 


The different reſolutions were then put and carried; and the 
Houle being reſumed, the report was ordered to be received to- 
morrow. 


* ep. _—{ ä * 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thurſday, July 24. 


The order of the day being read, for taking into conſideration the 
ſpecial report made from the Committee yeſterday on the Flour 
Company Bill, 

The paragraphs in The Times able of in the Cormittee 
were read; and it was moved,“ Thar the faid paragraphs cmtain 
I brech of the privileges of this Houſe.” The fame was agre« 6d to, 

Ordered, that C. Bell and J. Bonſor do attend this Houſe on 
Mnlay next. 

R port was made from the Committee to whom His Majeſty's 
meſſage of yefterday, touching temporary accommodations for the 
uſe of the Houfe of Lords, — That the Committee had met and 
confidered His Majeſty's meſſage, and had examined the plan laid 
before the Houſe, and had found the ſame to be perfectly conve- 
nient for the temporary accommodations of the Houſe of Lords of 
the United Parliament, which being agreed to, 

Ordered, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty 
to return His Majeſty the thanks of this Houſe for his moſt gra- 
cious communication of the plan which His Majeſty has pleaſed to 
direct to be exceuted for the temporary accommodation of the Houſe 
of Lords of the United Parliament. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Addreſs be prefented to His Majeſty by the 
Lords with white ftaves. 

Their Lordihips then proceeded to the confideration of the re- 
port of the Flour and Bread Company bill. 

Tae Earl of LIVERPOOL roſe, he ſaid, to move two or three 
clauſes, with a vicw to fatisfy the minds and quiet the apprehenſions 
of thoſe who ſeemed to be alarmed at the idea of the Company 
having fo long a term of duration as ten years before they could be 
diflolved ; the firft elauſe therefore that he ſhould move, was a 
clauſe to enable His Majeſty, with the advice of his Privy Council, 
to diflolve the ſaid Company at fix months notice, whenever it 
ſhould be made appear to him, that they had abuſed their powers, 
or been guilty of practices injurious to the public ; and to make 
room for that clauſe, he would previouſly move to leave out all the 
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words of limitation, and inſert the clauſe he had drawn up in the 
place of them. Agreed to. 

The next clauſe he ſhould move, went, his Lordſhip ſaid, to 
put an end to the jealouſy ſtated to prevail left the Company ſhould 
become corn merchants and corn importers, which they themſelves 
profeſſed to have no intention or inclination of doing, and which 


indeed the very words of the bill would be found not to warrant. 


As, however, it muſt be thought right that the Company ſhould 
have a power to ſell their damaged wheat, or wheat under particu- 
lar circumſtances, in the clauſe that he was about to move the Com- 
pany were reſtricted from ſelling more than one thouſand quarters 
in any one week. His Lordſhip moved a clauſe to that effect, which 


was alſo agreed to. 


The third clauſe which he meant to introduce was to gratify the 
wiſhes of the bakers reſpecting the ſtandard wheaten bread. His 
Lordſhip ſaid, it was a fingular circumſtance, that it was aſſerted 
that ſuch bread was not ſuited to the taſte of this vaſt ' metropolis, 
though, ſpeaking with reſpet to the common people, it was fitted 
for individuals from all the different provinces and counties in the 
kingdom, in many of which no other than houſhold bread was ever 
taſted. Yet theſe very individuals, if the fact were true as aſſerted, 
changed their taſte on coming to town, and nothing, forſooth, but 
fine white bread could be reliſhed by them, though, according to 
the opinion of many judges, it was a worſe and leſs wholeſome bread 
than the brown bread. His Lordſhip ſaid, however, as the aſſize 
of bread ſtood at preſent, the ſtandard wheaten bread could not be 
made by the common baker, and therefore the bakers apprehended 
that the ſale of brown bread near their ſhops would lefſen their cuſ- 
tom, as it would be ſubſtituted in lieu of their fine bread. He 
owned he thought there was ſome weight in this apprehenſion, 
though the effect of it would be trifling indeed, as he had ſeen from 
a variety of calculations upon the ſubject. He would, however, 
move a clauſe, enabling the bakers to make the ſtandard wheaten 
or houſhold bread in the ſame manner as the Company were au- 
thoriſed to do by the bill, by enabling the magiſtrates to ſet an ade- 
quate aſſize thereon ; this would add to the competition; and at 
the ſame time that the increaſed conſumption of the houſhold bread 
would leſſen the conſumption of the fine bread, as it would go far- 
ther; ſo would it, in a certain proportion, diminiſh the neceſſity for 
ſo large an importation of foreign wheat, which certainly was an 
object extremely deſirable. Having thus explained the object of 
the clauſe, his Lordſhip moved it, and it was agreed to. 
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Lord HOBART faid, he truſted that the Houſe would give him 


credit, when he afſured them that it was with extreme pain he felt 
it his duty to oppoſe any bill or other meaſure which was honoured 
with the ſanction and ſupport of the noble Lords who had intereſted 
themſelves ſo warmly in favour of the preſent bill. In conſequence 
of the clauſes that had been moved that day, he owned ſome of the 
objeRions that he had felt againſt the bill were done away, Per- 
haps thoſe intereſted would have rather had a more limited refiric- 
tion laid upon the Company in reſpect to their ſelling wheat ; but 
he did not himſelf think that the ſale of 50,000 quarters of wheat 
in a year would be much felt by the corn merchants, as affecting 
their trade or the price of the market. He therefore concurred in 
all the clauſes that the noble Earl had moved. 

The Duke of CLARENCE faid, that like the noble Lord, a 
great deal of the objection he had to the bill was certainly removed 
by the noble Earl's clauſes : ſtill, however, he could not approve 
of the principle of the bill, which in his opinion was wrong, and fo 
he muſt continue to conſider. At the ſame time he was ready to 
aſſent to the clauſes that had been moved, as they provided checks 
and guards, as far as they went, againſt abuſe. 

The Earl of WESTMORLAND faid, after the bill had been 
ſo fully debated and argued both at the Bar and in the Houſe, he 
did not mean to trouble their Lordſhips with going into any detail 


upon it: he muſt, however, be permitted to make one or two ob- 


ſervations. The firſt was, that he ſhould have liked the bill better, 
if it had proceeded in the uſual way, to enable His Majeſty to 
grant his royal charter to the Company, if there was to be a cor- 
porate Company at all, becauſe in that caſe it would neceſſarily 
have ſubjected the whole of the ſubject to the conſideration of the 
law officers of the Crown, and made them reſponſible, if the char- 
ter paſſed the great ſeal. He owned, nevertheleſs, that the clauſe 
authorifing His Majeſty, with the advice of his Privy Council,” to 
di ſſolve the Company at any time at ſix months notice, upon any 
proof of malpractices or abuſe of their powers (which he underſtood 
had been moved and agreed to before he entered the Houſe), did in 
ſome meaſure cure the objection. The next obſervation he wiſhed 
to offer was, that if trade was to be interfered with at all, he had 
much rather have ſcen it placed in the hands of His Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters, who were reſponſible perſons, than in a private company, 
let their intentions be ever ſo patriotic, ever ſo upright. With re- 
ſpeR to the clauſe that his noble friend had moved, to allow the 
Company to ſell fifty thouſand quarters a year, he certainly thought 
it was right and neceſſary to allow the Company to fell their da- 
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maged wheat, as well as ſuch wheat as they might apprehend was 
in danger of being damaged, becauſe as much diſadvantage might 
reſult to the public from the Company's not being allowed to diſ- 
poſe of ſuch wheat as if it were really damaged ; but whether 
50,000 quarters was not too great a latitude he could not ſay. 
His Lordſhip, therefore, concurred in the ſeveral clauſes of his 
noble friend. 

The Earl of LIVERPOOL ſaid, he wiſhed to ſay but a very 
few words; and firſt, he declared, that after the fulleſt confidera- 
tion of the bill in every point of view, he was fatisfied that the 
principle was right; and he truſted, that under the proviſions of 
the bill, and the clauſes that he had moved, not onlv all alarm and 
apprehenſion of danger from it would be ſet at reſt, but that the 
effect of the meaſure would be found to be what the gentlemen who 
had projected it fincerely meant it to be, of great uſe and advantage 
to the public. He would therefore move, that the bill be read a 
third time. 

The bill was read a third time and was paſſed, and was ordered 
to be ſent down to the Commons with the amendments. 


"OO n 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


— Thurſday, Fuly 24. 


The order of the day for the third reading of the bill for granting 
a certain ſum of money out of the conſolidated fund, and for ap- 
plying certain ſums therein mentioned for the ſervice of the year 
1800, being read, and the queſtion put, That this bill be now 
read a third time.” 

Mr. TIERNEY roſe to call the attention of the Houſe to one 
part of this Appropriation Ad — Whether the armiſtice betwcen the 
Emperor of Germany and the French Republic had or had not 
taken place, he would not now difcuſs. His own mind was made 
up on the probability of the thing. He was ſatisfied that ſuch an 
armiſtice would take place, if it were not already determined on, 
and that the conſequence of it would be a ſeparate peace between the 
Emperor and the French Republic. The ground on which the 
money was voted and included in this bill, was, that of a vigorous 
proſecution of the war. Now, he would admit, for the ſake of 
argument, that ſuch an object was deſirable, and he would admit 
alſo, for the ſake of argument, that the voting of theſe two millions 
of money was the beſt ſtep which could be taken, on the part of this 
Vor. XII. 4 D | 


- n 4 =p T — 
— ” - 4 — =. > ac tu 
— — = — —— 
— 2 — E = 
e 27. = 


— 


8 3 * 
4 — Ve 
*: — 2 = RT T3 


— b 
— — 8 


oy 3 
——— > 


__ 
_— — 
of — 


ua” 


s 4 
. 5 "=" 


— a 4 Tz * * * * > 2 
eee 
7 Y — — ö _ js 


* 
1 
£ 
17 
1 
- 

a 

* 

y 

i 

- 

4 

Py 

* 

1 

| | 
. 
a 
4 
* 
x 

x l : 

$4 

% 2 

1 


E14 ͤ ˙ f 


— 
' 


570 PARLIAMENTARY [CoMmoNns, 


country, either for the purpoſe of carrying on the war, or a negotia- 
tion for peace : having admitted theſe two broad points for the ſake 
of argument, he apprchended he had admitted as much as any the 
moſt ſanguine ſupporters of the war could wiſh; but he muſt then 
lay in his claim to a right to call on the Britiſh Houſe of Com- 
mons, to guard againſt ſending any of the money of this country 
away after the Emperor ſhall have concluded a peace with the 
French Republic. He ſaid this after much reflection on the pre- 
ſent poſture of the affairs of the Continent. The Emperor's pre- 
ſent engagement with us would expire in February next—but few 
months of an active campaign could be expected on the part of, 
Auſtria, if any was to take place, and the remaining time might be 
employed in a negotiation, under an armiſtice ; and at the end of 
this engagement between the Emperor and us, which would be in 
February 1801, we might have to enter into another engagement 
with his Imperial Majeſty. To guard againſt any inconveniences 
which might ariſe to us by his imperial Majeſty concluding a peace 
without us, and taking our money after having ſo concluded, he 
had a propoſition to make, and it was in theſe words: —*© Provided 
always, that no ſum or ſums of money ſhall, or may be remitted 
to his Majeſty the Emperor, by way of loan, or advance, from and 
after the ſigning of a ſeparate treaty of peace between the Emperor 
and the French Republic.” To this he did not ſee there could be 
any objection, unleſs Miniſters would ſay, “at all events two mil- 
lions of money ſhall be ſent to the Emperor of Germany.” By 
this propoſition nothing was ſaid for or againſt the continuance of 
the war, nothing for or againſt a negotiation for peace; all theſe 
points would be left where they are at preſent ; all he aſked was, 
that if the Emperor ſhould, from imperious neceſſity, (as he might, 
feel himſelf bound to negociate for peace, and to conclude it, that 
in ſuch a caſe England, after being deſerted by her allies, ſhould be 
allowed to ſave her money. Indeed, that ſuch an event as that of 
the Emperor making peace without conſulting us, ſhould take place, 
would be.nothing extraordinary when it happened ; and Miniſters 
themſclves hardly regarded him as an ally at all laſt year; for the 
King's ſpeech, the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, ſpoke of the magnani- 
mous Emperor Paul as the grand ally, and there were a few epi- 
thets applied to the Archduke Charles, allowing him to be an able 
Commander ; and that was all the notice that was taken of Auſtria. 
Now he did not aſk Government to abandon any plan which might 
be ſuggeſted by their vigorous underſtandings ; but only that they 
might have the decency to keep the money of England after the 
Emperor ſhall have made peace. In truth, all the money ſent to 
7. 


Jury 


the Er 
ever v 
did no 
verily 
as a lo 
be inde 
theſe i 
of this 
always 
his M 
after th 
and the 
The 
Mr. 
large th 
were Wi 
whenev 
ready te 
gainer | 
withſtaz 
opinion 
now, h 
mere re 
to the I 
his obje 
allowing 
truſted | 
matter, 
ment to 
affairs c 
for the 
prohibit 
nourabl. 
conduct 
had repe 
ters, he 
and the. 
prohibiti 
ſue; thi 
upon th. 
Was righ 
if he (aid 
Whom h 


Jury 24-] 


' DEBATES. 571 


the Emperor he conſidered as loſt, for he never repaid any of it, nor 
ever would ; no, not ſo much as the intereſt of it ; nay, the caſe 
did not ſtop here, for of the laſt loan, the ſum of 1,162,0001. he 
verily believed the Emperor would not ſo much as acknowledge it 
as a loan; if he did, it would be of little uſe ; there would then 
be indeed intereſt upon it, but the Emperor never paid any. Under 
theſe impreſſions, he felt himſelf bound to move, that in ſea. 22 
of this bill, there be inſerted the following words, „“ Provided 
always that no ſum or ſums of money, ſhall, or may be remitted to 
his Majeſty the Emperor, by way of loan or advance, from and 


after the ſigning of a ſeparate treaty of peace between the Emperor 
and the French Republic.” 


The amendment being put, 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, he ſhould not now diſcuſs at 
large the queſtion whether the ſubſidies granted by this country 
were wiſely or unwiſely granted; it was unneceſſary to do fo ; but 
whenever that queſtion came to be diſcuſſed, he ſhould be perfectly 
ready to maintain this propoſition, “ that this country has been a 
gainer by all the ſublidies it has granted to foreign powers. — Not- 
withſtanding any objections that had been made to it, that was an 
opinion which he was perfectly ready to maintain. That was not 
now, however, before the Houſe; and the motion now was, a 
mere requeſt to the Houſe, to direct that no money ſhould be ſent 
to the Emperor after his ſigning a ſeparate peace. To this motion 
his objection was this: — the Parliament had recorded a treaty for 
allowing to his Imperial Majeſty a certain pecuniary aid ; they had 
truſted the Executive Government with the management of that - 
matter, as well as others that belonged to the Executive Govern- 
ment to manage; and no objection was made to the conduct of the 
affairs of ſtate in this country. Under theſe circumſtances it was 
for the Houſe to ſay, whether there was any neceſſity for paſſing a 
prohibitory meaſure like this? He had no objeQtion to the ho- 
nourable gentleman's making this motion; feeling as he did on the 
conduct of public affairs, he was perfectly right in this motion: he 
had repeatedly ſaid, he had no confidence in His Majeſty's Miniſ- 
ters, he thought the conduct of the Executive Government wrong; 
and therefore he did right, when he did any thing that tended to 
prohibiting Miniſters from purſuing ſuch meaſures as they do pur- 
ſue: this motion was with that view, and it was perfectly right 
upon the principle of the honourable mover of it ; but although it 
was right upon the principle of its mover, yet he muſt excuſe him, 
If he ſaid that the mover of this motion was not the ſort of perſon 
whom he was endeavouring to convince ; his hope was in the ſenſe 
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and conviction of the Houſe, the majority of which had, upon every 
occaſion that called for it, expreſsly approved of the conduct of His 
Majeſty's Miniſters in the courſe of the preſent war ; and with the 
Houſe the queſtion would be this: Whether they ſaw any neceſ- 
ſity, at this moment, for interfering with the funQions of Execu- 
tive Government, and, by a parliamentary interference, prohibicing 
them from doing an aQ, which, whether they intended it or not, would 
be a parliamentary declaration, that the Executive Government was 
no longer to be truſted? The honourable gentleman did very right 
in moving this upon his principle, namely, „That His Majeſty's 
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- Miniſters deſerved no longer to be truſted with the management of 


public affairs ;” but it was for the Houſe to conſider whether the 
aſſumption of the honourable gentleman was a correct one or not; 
and they would. confider, whether there was any reaſon for coming 
now to a parliamentary declaration, that Government (reſponſible 
as all its Miniſters are for every thing they do) ſhall no longer be 
truſted with that which moſt unqueſtionably belongs to the Execu- 
tive Government to manage. It was for the Houſe to conſider 
whether it would, by anticipation, declare (for that they muſt come 
to before they could aſſent to this motion) that His Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters' would miſuſe the power propoſed to be given to them by this 
bill ; and therefore there ſhall be a parliamentary declaration, not 
of what they ſhall do, but of what they ſhall not do. Now he 
truſted the Houſe were not prepared to agree to any ſuch reſtriction; 
and therefore would not adopt this amendment. 

Mr. JONES ſaid: The right honourable Secretary of State has 
alleged that we have been gainers by the allies. Sir, the fact 
ſtands thus: W̃ have ſubſidized nearly all the Continent ; we have 
taken into our pay Hungarians, Heſſians, Germans, Condeans, and 
paid and recruited all the ſubſcription conſcripts and renegado con- 
vis of the world. As to the Emperor in queſtion, he has taken 
our millions, and {as I have often obſerved) paid neither principal nor 
intereſt. Surely, Sir, if he was fighting in a common cauſe, as it 
is called, there might be ſome ſatisfaction in advancing him the 
money in queſtion ; but no money ought to be ſent out of the coun- 
try in the caſe of an armiſtice being concluded, or a ſeparate peace 
agreed upon. The amendment of my honourable friend (Mr. 
Tierney) goes to that. Sir, it is moſt irkſome to me to reſiſt the 
meaſures of His Majeſty's Miniſters, day after day; but, Sir, their 
(what I cannot liclp calling) new carcer ought to be put a ſtop to; 
and, Sir, it requires the patience of Job to allow them to proceed as 
they do. Sir, the gentlemen oppolite to me (ſmile ; but J repeat 


that the people of England have the patience of Job to bear the con- 


Jury 24.] DEBATES. 573 
duct of His Majeſty's Miniſters in their mad and deſperate perſe- 


verance in the preſent war. Sir, this money, as I ſaid before, will 
ſerve only as a temporary ranſom for the proud and Imperial capital 
of Vienna; and notwithſtanding thoſe gentlemen ſmiled at my quo- 
tation from Juvenal, as to Vienna, on a former day, I now take the 


opportunity of repeating, that if peace is not ſpeedily concluded Bo- 


naparte will inevitably get there. 

If the Miniſters of this country had not ſent what they term 
« ga wiſe and dignified anſwer” to the offers of peace propoſed by 
Bonaparte, we ſhould not now be debating on this loan bill. Who 
is there in this unfortunate country that does not ſuffer in the moſt 
pungent manner by the continuance of this war, if we except lean- 
jobbers and contractors, whoſe palaces (to uſe the words of a cele- 
brated writer) “ riſe like exhalations, while the manſions of the 
middle order of the gentry ot England are barred up and ſhut: the 
people of this country are no more the old hoſpitality of Engliſhmen 
is greatly crippled; and it the war goes on much longer, muſt be 
entirely annihilated. 

Sir, Miniſters know not the peril in which they place this coun- 
try by their preſent proceedings. Its fate ſeems to hang only by a 
ſingle thread; and if they perſevere in their ruinous and expenſive 
conduct, it muſt periſh. Sir, my efforts to obtain peace, humble 
as they were, have been treated with ſcorn and contumacy ; but, 
ſpeaking of myſelf, I muſt fay, truth will tell firſt or laſt : it is an 
old but a well proved adage—* Magna eft veritas, et prevalebit.“ 
And, Sir, unſucceſsful as I may have been, I will nevertheleſs per- 
ſevere : and if a peace is not brought about before the next ſeſſion 
of Parliament (it is certainly now too late to notice the buſineſs far- 
ther in the preſent ſeſſion) I ſhall take an opportunity of moving on 
an early day an addreſs to His Majeſty, expreſſive of the critical 
ſituation of the country ; but I hope, in God's name, the conclu- 
ſion of a peace — I mean a fafe and honourable peace — will pre- 
clude my intentions. 


Colonel ELFORD, in noticing an expreſſion of Mr. Jones re- 


lative to the People, ſaid that nothing could be more plain than that 


the people were extremely ſatisfied with the meaſures of Adminiſtra- 
tion, for they found no fault with them, 

Mr. MARTIN replicd, that the people at large had no oppor- 
tunity of expreſſing their ſentiments ; and, from the temper of that 
Houſe, they had no encouragement to offer their ſentiments. 

Sir GILBERT HEATHCOTE ſaid, that as Parliament had 
thought fit to grant two millions to the Emperor, he was clearly of 
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opinion that Miniſters ſhould have the full and free diſpoſal of it in 
all events. If, as the right honourable Secretary obſerved, they 
made an improper uſe of it, they were reſponſible. When Par- 
liament met again, any gentleman might call them to account for 
their conduct. Even if an armiſtice was concluded, as had been 
ſtated, this ſum of money might enable the Emperor to have us, his 


ally, made a party in any treaty of peace he was about to negotiate, 
He therefore was againſt the amendment, 


The ATTORNEY GENERAL denied that thei was any 
law to prevent the people from meeting in an orderly manner, and 
laying their wiſhes before Parliament. 
was frequently thrown out by gentlemen in oppoſition, who felt ſo 
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very {ore if a ſtrong alluſion was made to any of themſelves, but 


who never ſpared offenſive language towards others. The manner 
in which this amendment was brought forward, and the expreſſions 
which accompanied it, he conſidered to be highly offenſive to the 
Government, and an aſperſion on our ally, as if one did not deſerve 
confidence, and the other was not to be truſted. To introduce. 
ſuch words into the bill would be inconſiſtent with the reſpe& due 
to our ally ; and if any caution was neceflary, the Houſe and the 
Public had better confide in the prudence of His Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters. 

Mr. MARTIN ſaid, he had ſpoken the genuine ſentiments of 
his heart ; and if the right honourable and learned gentleman 
wiſhed to take down his words, he was welcome to do ſo, for he 
would live and die by them. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, however deficient the learned gentleman 
might think him in point of urbanity, he was not conſcious of 
having employed any coarſe language in his opening. All he 
wiſhed to expreſs was, that the Emperor, whatever his diſpoſition 
may be, might be ſo far preſſed by the ſueceſſes of the enemy as to 
find peace a duty to his own ſubjeRs, paramount to the obligations 
of any treaty whatever. If, however, the right honourable gen- 
tleman (Mr. Dundas) would promiſe, that no money ſhould be 
ſent to the Emperor under the circumſtances alluded to, he ſhould 
give up his.motion ; otherwiſe he ſhould take the ſenſe of the Houſe 
upon it. 

Mr. ROBSON aſked what was intended by the act of the 36h 
of his preſent Majeſty? If it was intended to be put in execution, 
it certaiſſly threw, great difficulties in the way of public meetings. 
Having lately had occafion to call a meeting in the pariſh of St. 
Maſys le-bone ; he had received a _ _ 44 a magiſtrate of the 
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county, adviſing him by no means to ho!d ſuch a meeting, as in his 
opinion it was illegal. 

A diviſion took place— For the amendment, 4 ; againſt it, 38. 
Majority, 34. 

The bill was then read a third time and paſſed. 

Nr. ROBSON afterwards took occaſion to make ſome obſerva- 
tions upon the neglect of Adminiſtration in not ſending the Ruſſians 
home ſooner, which it was their duty to have done ; by which ne- 
gleQ this country had been burthened with the payment of 40,0007. 
per month ; which burthen was to continue till the troops arrived 
in their own country, and by the treaty two months after. We had 
alſo been lately repairing their ſhips of war in this country, and 
feeding and ſupporting at leaſt 20,000 foreigners in this time of 
unexampled ſcarcity. 

Mr. TIERNEM obſerved, that this was the day on which the 
+ Chancellor of the Exchequer had expreſſed his intention of ſtating 

his determination with regard to the neceſſity of addreſſing the 
Houſe for the purpoſe of anſwering the ſubject matter of the reſolu- 
tions relative to the finances of the country, which he had had the 
honour of preſenting a few days ago. As the right honourable gen- 
tlemen was not in his place, he certainly ſhould be extremely ſorry 
ro attempt bringing the buſineſs forward : nor was he at all aware 
how, upon ſuch dry matters of fact as his reſolutions contained, any 
obſervations, either from himſelf or the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, could be neceſſary. The plan that had been adopted laſt 
year, upon his preſenting a fimilar ſtring of reſolutions, was 
that of moving the previous queſtion upon them ; after which 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer moved his ſet of reſolutions, per- 
haps more detailed, from his poſſeſſing more ample ſources of in- 
formation upon the ſubject; but certainly not contradiRing the 
ſtatement in the reſolutions he had preſented. They could not dif- 
fer materially, becauſe the accounts on which both were founded 
were preciſely the ſame. Whether it was intended to adopt the 
ſame plan this ycar as laſt, he knew not; it was totally immaterial 
to him; at the ſame time he did not wiſh to enter at all into the 
ſubject in the abſence of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. If any 
honourable gentleman thought proper to move the previous queſtion 
on his refolutions, and to preſent thoſe intended to be ſubmitted by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he could have no objection. 

Mr. ROSE agreed with the honourable gentleman, that it would 
be improper to bring on a diſcuſſion of ſuch a queſtion as this in the 
abſence of th: Chancellor of the Exchequer. He therefore thought 
the beſt way would be to adjourn the debate to afuture day. 
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Mr. Loxs then preſented the counter-reſolutions of the Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer on this ſubject, and the debate thereon was 
adjourned to Monday. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS reported to the Houſe, that their ad- 
dreſs on Tueſday laſt (that His Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed 
to give direQions that an inquiry be made into the ſtate and manage- 
ment of His Majeſty's priſon in Cold Bath Fields) had been pre- 
fented to His Majeſty ; and that His Majeſty had 'commanded him 
to acquaint this Houſe, that he will give directions as defired by the 
faid addreſs. 

Lord HAWKESBURY moved, "That an bumble addreſs be 
preſented to His Majeſty, to inform His Majeſty that a plan having 
been agreed upon for the enlargement of that Houſe, in order to ac- 
commodate the Members of the United Parliament, the Houſe beg 
leave to aſſure His Majeſty, that, if he would be graciouſly pleaſed 
to give directions for carrying ſuch plan into execution, this Houſe 
would defray the neceſſary expence thereof. — Agreed to. 


Friday, Fuly 25. 


A meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe, that their Lord- 
ſhips had agreed to the Flour and Bread Manufactory Incorporation 
Bill, with ſome amendments, to which they begged the concurrence 
of the Houſe; and a ſecond meſſage, that their Lordſhips had agreed 
to the King's Property Bill, without any amendment. 

The bill for railing 3,000,00c). on exchequer bills, the bill for 

raifing other 3,000,000). on exchequer bills, and the bill for the 
en iſſue of 3,500,000). to be raiſed in the ſame manner, 
were reſpectively read a third time and paſſed. 
Lord HAWKESBURY then moved, That the Houſe do 
now take into conſideration the amendments made by the Lords in 
the bill for incorporating certain perſons, to be called the London 
Company for Manufacturing of Flour, Meal, and Bread.“ 

Mr. NICHOLLS objected to the precipitancy of the ſtep pro- 
poſed by the noble Lord. Some time, he ſaid, ſhould ſurely be 
given to conſider the nature of theſe amendments ; and Monday 
next was as early a day as they could be diſcuſſed with propriety. 

Lord HAWKESBURY faid, he was conſcious that it was rather 
irregular to make that motion ſo ſoon after the meſſage had been 
received from the Lords. It had rather been his wiſh, therefore, 
that the diſcuſſion ſhould be deferred. But he underſtood that it 
would be more convenient for the oppoſers of the bill, that they ſhould 
have an opportunity of delivering their ſentiments that night; and 
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he was confident there was nothing in the amendments that had not 
merely to be underſtood to be approved of. 

The SPEAKER faid, he thought it right to obſerve, that for 
ſome years paſt it had been uſual to diſcourage as much as poſſible 
the practice of taking amendments made upon a bill by the Lords 
into conſideration the ſame night on which they were communi- 
cated, There was no rule nor law, nor ftanding order upon the 
ſubject; but this conduct was evidently ſanQioned by reaſon and 
productive of convenience. An opportunity was thus afforded to 
members to reflect deliberately upon the alterations that bills under- 
went in the other Houſe ; and he himſelf had itin his power to aſcer- 
tain with accuracy whether they encroached upon the privileges of the 
Commons. The chief thing for deliberation in the preſent cafe 
was, when the amendments upon this bill were likely to be moſt 
fully conſidered. If the beſt opportunity of diſcuſſion would be 
afforded to day, he thought the Houſe ought to enter upon it then; 
if not, that they ſhould interpoſe ſome delay. They ſhould be regu- 
lated by convenience. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS aid, he could fee no ob- 
jection to enter upon the conſideration of the amendments then; 
particularly as there was no neceſſity for deciding upon them, even 
in that caſe, till a future day. That deciſion was likely to be the 
more judicious, from the Houſe being previouſly maſter of their na- 
ture and tendency. | 

Mr. BAKER ſaid, he diſapproved of the principle of the bill, 
and wifhed to ſee it thrown out. He intended to make a motion 
to that effect; but was not very ſure of the manner in which he 
ought to proceed. 

The SPEAKER ſaid, he believed he could ſatisfy the doubts of 
the honourable member. When it was moved that the amendments 
be read a ſecond time, the honourable member might move that 
they be read a ſecond time this day three months. 

The motion of Lord Hawkeſbury was then put and carried; 
and the amendments were read by the clerk : Firſt, limiting the 
Company to the ſale of 1000 quarters of unbaked wheat per 
week; ſecondly, to enable the magiſtrates to regulate the aflize of 
brown bread ; and thirdly, to empower His Majeſty and the Privy 
Council to diſſolve the Company, on giving it fix months notice. 

On the motion that the amendments be now read a ſecond time, 

Mr. BAKER ſaid, he muſt object to this, as he highly diſap- 
proved of the bill altogether, and was convinced that it could not be 
made expedient by theſc, nor any other amendments. which could 

Vor. XII. 4 E | 
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poſſibly be deviſed. He allowed, that it was now leſs objectionable 
than when it was ſent up to the Loris; but ſtill it ought by no 
means to be paſſed into a law. Mr. Baker then adverted to the 
probable operation of the propof. 4 amendments, and complained 
that the clauſe empowering the King to difivlve the Company 
whenever he ſhall think ht, had been introduced without the privity 
of the proprietors, and might prove highly injurious to them. His 
fundamental objcAion to the bill was, that it went unneceſſarily to 
erect a dangerous corporation. That objection was not, and could 
not poſſiolv b ob+1atcd , he therefore moved, “ That the word 
now be left oui, for the purpoſe of inſerting in its ſtead, this day three 
months. 
Lord HAWKESBURY ſaid, that the prineiple of utility being 
admitted, he wouly notice the amendments made by the Lords, 
which he centered upon. The amendment permitting the Com- 
pany's tradiug in wheat, under certain conditions, was ſuch as met 
his approbation ; and when it was ſuggeſted in the Committee to 
introduce a clauſe prohibiting the Company from dealing in wheat, 
he ſaid he would object to the Company's being hindered from 
trading in wheat, as caſes might ariſe where it would become expe- 
dient, and abſolutely neceilary, that they ſhould be allowed this 
privilege, as in a caſe he would put of wheat being damaged, &ec, 
The limitation introduced by their Lordſhips had alſo met with his 
approbation, for he thought the Company ſhould be limited, and 
that the King in Council ſhuuld have the power of diſſelvingꝑ them 
on any abuſe of the truſt repoſed in them. Theſe were ſalutary 
checks upon their conduct, and nothing, he thought, could ope- 
rate more effectually, and more impreſſively, than the idea, that 
under any abuſe of ſuch a truſt their charter would be taken from 
them. Theſe were ſo many ſecurities given to the Public for the 
good conduct of that Company; and ſuch as, operating to the 
ends that were aimed at by them, he thought the Public would be 
moſt conſiderably benefited by the inſtitution. The grounds on 
which it ſtood were the experiments already made, which did pro- 
duce, as was proved, much good, and no harm ; and though they 
were not legiflatively incorporated into that ſociety (the Albion 
Mills Company), yet the experiments of their trade and inſtitution 
proved incontrovertibly, that ſuch, at leaſt, may be attempted. On 
ſuch grounds he ſaw no poſſible or rational objection to the mea- 
ſure ; and for that reaſon gave his vote for the amendments. 
Mr. TIERNEY allowed, with the noble Lord, that there was 
not a ſubje& of greater delicacy than the ſale of flour and bread. 
2 | | | 
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From that con vi gion, he ſaid, he felt hirnſclf called upon to ſup- 
port the motion of his honourable friend. He did not with to ſee 
a meaſure of this nature paſs at the very end of the ſeſſion, when 
almoſt all the Members had left town, ſuppoſing that there was 
nothing but routine buſineſs to be tranſacted. He never yet had 
heard a ſatisfactory anſwer to the queition he had often put, why 
was not this bill much earlier introduced? This very circumſtance 
was, of itſelf, ſuthcient to ſnew that the bill ſhould not now paſs ;. 
but there were many other incontrovertible arguments again it, 
The meaſure was completely novel ; and he defied the noble Lord, 
or any of his friends, to point out an inſtance in which ads of this 
kind were not to enable His Majeſty to grant a charter to t!.ofe who 
petitioned for it. This cuſtom was excellent; for then the claims 
of the petitioners were heard by the law officers of the Cr-wn ; and 
all who were intereſted had an opportunity of fully explaining and 
ſupporting their rights. Above all, His Majeſty's advitcrs were 
reſponlible to Parliament for the counſel which they gave nim. He 
hoped, therefore, the Houſe would pauſe before they ſanctioned an 
innovation upon eſtabliſhed uſage, and an innovation ſo dangerous. 
He was glad to ſee the bill come back from the Lords, as he could 
not forget how indelicately this delicate meaſure had been carried. 
The majority in its favour conſiſted of four, and four were after- 
wards ſtruck off of thoſe who had voted for a particular clauſe in it ; 
ſo that to ſuppoſe that it really was paſſed, it was neceſſary to ſup- 
poſe that a perſun was capable of voting for the whole of the bill who 
could not vote for part of its contents; a ſuppoſition which he could 
ſcarcely imagine to be juſt. Of the manner in which it had paſſed 
in the other Houſe it would be irregular in him to ſpeak, and he 
was bound to believe that it was carried by a vaſt majority. The 
reception it had met with in that Houſe, however, was enough to 
ſhew that it ſhould be dropped, and any other bill would have been 
dropped on that account. The noble Lord ſhakes his head,” ſaid 
Mr. Tierney ; © but I defy him to point me out an inſtance to 
the contrary. It has ever been reckoned a point of candour not to 
puſh a meaſure which is generally odious. The Lords have read 
us a leſſon of delicacy. The noble Lord carried up to their bar a 
bill, by which the Commons were made to ſay, that, upon certain 
information which they had received of mal-praQtices among the 
millers and bakers, they were of opinion a corporation ſhould be 
erected for the manufacturing of flour and bread, without check, 
reſtraint, or controul, and ſhould be continued, whatever its be- 
haviour, for the ſpace of ten whole years. Their Lordſhips, how- 
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ever, are of a different opinion, and the company they vote for 
' eſtabliſhing may not laſt ten minutes. His Majeſty, with the ad- 
vice of his Privy Council, may diſſolve them, without any proof of 
abuſe or miſconduQ, or ill ſucceſs being laid before him. This 
power is unprecedented ; and, confiſtently with cuſtom, and con- 
ſiſtently with reaſon, Parliament ſhould have been enabled to with- 
draw the charter when it ſhould ſeem good ſo to do; not the King 
in Council.” Mr. Tierney here adverted to a ſtatute paſſed in the 
6th of Geo. I. which enabled His Majeſty to grant a charter to an 
inſurance company, recognized the ſole right of granting charters to 
reſide in the Crown, and enacted that this particular charter ſhould 
expire three years after the Speaker declaring the vote for terminat- 
ing it, and poſting up a notice to this effect upon the Royal Ex- 
change. How much dirt was the Houſe now drawn through ? 
After unwarrantably encroaching upon the prerogative of the Crown, 
their own privileges were invaded, and they were left without the 
leaſt controul over this company, which they had ſacrificed ſo much 
to ere, He hoped the farther conſideration of this amendment 
would be deferred till this day three months. If it was not, he 
ſhould think himſelf bound to move an amendment upon that of 
the Lords, to reſtore to Parliament the power of which it was ſo 
unjuſtly deprived. The unfortunate men who were about to be 
ruined by the vote of theſe four philanthropiſts, would thus have 
an opportunity of ſhewing, next ſeſſion of Parliament, the manner 
in which the bill affected them, and of obtaining redreſs for their 
grievances. The dignity of the Houſe was at ſtake, and they 
would not ſurely ſubmit to this robbery of their privileges ; al- 
though indeed they deſerveil it, after what they themſelves had at- 
tempted. He ſtill hoped, however, that the meaſure would be 
abandoned altogether. No ground whatever had been laid to ſhew 
the neceſſity for it; and he {till maintained that it was merely a 
ſpeculation of individuals. The names mentioned in the bill were 
Highly reſpectable; he knew ſeveral of thoſe intereſted in it, and 
was {ure that they were actuated by the moſt laudable motives, 
-and induced to make this experiment ſolely with a view to the good 
of the public. But there are many engaged in the buſineſs,” 
ſaid he, whom I do not know; and I verily believe that a 
ſpirit of jobbing is at the bottom of it. What advantage could a 
jabber detire which he will not here enjoy ? He enters into the 
moſt dangerwus ſpeculations, by which he may realize a fortune, 
and cannot lole more than his original ſhare. In carrying on his 
individual trade, his opportunities of teking an unfair advantage muſt 


Jury 25.] 


DEBATES. 581 


he incalculable. If he is a manager of the company, he will know 
exactly when its ſales are to take place, and when it is to purchaſe, 
and will enjoy many opportunities of forming a colluſion with its 
agents. Shall ſuch a ground for mal-praQtices be ſanctioned by 
this Houſe ? Unleſs private dealers are ſtrictly precluded from en- 
tering the company, it will be utterly impoſſible to prevent the 
groſſeſt abuſe. Monopolizing, ſpeculation, gambling, and corrup- 
tion will be produced by that which was meant to produce abun- 
dance, and to promote the comfort and happineſs of the people.” 
Mr. Tierney then adverted to the evidence which had been laid 
before the two ſelect committees in the carly part of the ſeſſon.— 
That, though probably eſſential, had never been reported; and 
the meaſure ought by no means to be finally ſanctioned till it was 
regularly before the Houſe. Again, he ſhould like to know why 
the limitation clauſe appeared neceffary to the Lords ? It would be 
irregular in him to ſay that their Lordſhips had paſſed it without rea- 
ſon, or to ſay that they were poſſeſſed of ſuperior wiſdom and intel- 
ligence. He was, therefore, bound to ſuppoſe that freſh evidence 
had been laid before them to which this Houſe was a ſtranger ; and 
in that caſe it certainly would be proper to wait till by a meſſenger 
they had requeſted a copy of that evidence. The moment at which 
the bill was to be paſſed ſhould be maturely conſidered. The ſcar- 
city was ſevere. People were alive to every thing that was faid 
about corn, and the multitude liſtened with eagerneſs to every plan 
which promiſed to relieve their neceſſities. It was no wonder, 
therefore, that out of doors many approved of the bill ; but it was 
their duty to think of its conſequences, and not to be led away by 
vulgar impreſſions. They ſhould pauſe before they irritated a large 
body of uſeſul and reſpectable men, upon whom depended the ſuſ- 
tenance of the metropolis. They ſhould recollect, that the market 
was falling, and that the millers muſt work with great diſadvantage. 
Upon a moderate calculation, three weeks muſt intervene between 


the time when wheat is bought, and when it can be ſold again as 


flour. The only thing that induced them to carry on this loſing 
trade was the hope of better times ; but would they continue thus 
to work at a loſs, when they were to be deprived of a great part of 
their indemnification ? Was this the way to feed the poor, and 
to leſſen the ſcarcity of the metropolis ? The millers had been ac- 
cuſed of uſing inflammatory language. He had read the moſt of 
their publications, but could find no ſentiment or expreſſion in any 
of them which deſerved the epithet of inflammatory. They ſpoke 
with warmth to be ſure ; but who could be cool when he believed 
that his rights were about to be violated, and unmerited ruin was 
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impending ? Mr. Tierney continued for ſome time in a ſtrain of 
panegvric upon the millers, and in pointing out the injuries they 
would ſuſtain. It was not the oppoſers of the bill, however, he 
continued, whom he pitied the moſt. The greateſt ſutferers would 
be the little millers, thoſe who by induſtry and exertion were barely 
able to earn a ſubſiſtence. Upon theſe the ſupply of the metropolis 
in a conſiderable degree depended, and to theſe the bill would prove 
a death · warrant If the bill, though injurious to individuals,“ 
ſaid Mr. Tierney, “ would be advantageous to the public, it ought 
no doubt to be paſſed; but the individual ſufferers ſhould be amply 
indemnified. If you take away from theſe men one- eighth of their 
work, and make them no compenſation, you do them the greateſt 
injuſtice. When it was determined to eſtabliſh wet docks at Wap- 
ping, the watermen, lightermen, and wharfingers, were all provided 
for, who would otherwiſe have been thrown out of employment. 
What crime have theſe poor millers committed, that they are not 
entitled to ſimilar indulgence. It is ſaid, that this company will 
counteract an unlawful combination which now exiſts among the 
millers. Of ſuch a combination no proof has been adduced; and will 
you upon hearſay damnify to ſuchan extent ſo numerous a claſs of the 
community? But is the tendency of the bill to deſtroy combination? 
Will it not, on the contrary, encourage and increaſe it? May not 
the great millers conſpire with the heads of this new company, and 
thoſe prove the only victims who were the check upon combination 
and monopoly? They would not be contented witli ſuch a paliry 
gain as ten per cent. ! But they will diſregard their dividend, and 
only look to the encouragement and profits of their private trade. It 
is not at all improbable that they may hecome more formidable than 
ever. Tf the object of the bill had been to encourage monopoly, 
the wit of man could not have framed one better calculated to ob- 
tain it. For gentlemen to pretend that we have any ſecurity from 
the particular proviſions of the bill, is altogether abſurd. The prin- 
ciple of the bill is fo bad, that it admits of no modifications.” Mr. 
Tierney then procecded to ſhew that the millers oppoſed the bill 
not from any dread of competition ; they were willing, he ſaid, to 
enter into a fair competition : it already exiſted, but it would ceaſe 
upon the paſting of this bill. The miller might ſay, „The ſub- 
filtence of my family, my children's bread, my all is at ſtake. You 
can loſe at the very utmoſt but 1 oo0l. ; you therefore can engage in 
ſpeculations, and follow a courſe which for me to attempt would be 
the height of madneſs and injuſtice.” Although the company ſhould 
ſuceed, it would be no proof that any improper practices had for- 
merly prevailed ; but would merely ſhew that a joint-ſtock com- 
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pany can trade to greater advantage than any individual. He then 
reverted to his argument about the unconſtitutional manner in 
which this charter was to be obtained. Why did they not apply 
to the Attorney and Solicitor General, if they were conſcious that 
their elaĩms were juſt ? The mode of their procedure was a confeſſion 
of the contrary. He did not oFject to the amount of their ſtock ; he 
did not preclude them from having a capital of 500,000. inſtead of 
I50,000l. ; but he objected to their procuring their charter un- 
conſtitutionally, unfairly, and by ſtealth. To pratify theſe indivi- 
duals, the Legiſlature was about to ruin a meritorious ſet of men, 
and to eftablith a monopoly till it ſhall ſeem good to the Privy 
Council to aboliſh it. He did not mean to throw blame upon 
thoſe who more immediately adviſe His Majeſty, or to talk dif- 
reſpectfully of them; but it ought not to be forgotten, that a noble 
Lord, whoſe opinion in theſe matters has very great weight, hid 
repeatedly declared that the bill appeared to him moit expe tient, 
and unexceptionable. Yet the opinion of this Council, hus in- 
fluenced, was the only ſecurity the country would have againſt in- 
veterate abuſe. 

Upon theſe grounds he truſted the Houſe would pauſe, and for- 
bear, from delicacy, prudence, and every good principle, from pro- 
ceeding farther with the bill in the preſent ſeſſion. He hoped they 
would afford the advocates for the bill an opnortunity of making 
good their charges againſt thoſe whoſe ruin they ſeek, and the proof 
of whoſe groſs miſconduct could alone give a colour of plaufibility 
to the meaſure. Mr. Tierney then took a more particular view of 
the amendments, and ſhewed that they themſcives ſtood in need of 
amendment. He more particularly diſapproved of the clauſe which 
empowers the company to ſell 50,000 ſacks of flour per annum. 
In times of plenty, he ſaid, when great quantities of flour were ſent 
to London from a diſtance, they would thus have it in their power 
to buy up one-fifth of the little wheat which is then in che market, 
and not leſs than one-half of the whole when the quantity was con- 
ſidered that they were allowed to manufacture into bread. Yet 
this bill was profctiedly intended to diſcourage combination! The 
clauſe wich regard to the aſſize of bread could not paſs as it now 
ſtood. He was ſure that the Court of Aldermen would not ſubmit 
to the taſk which it impoſed upon them. Delay was necetiary, that 
that and other parts of the bill might be reviſed and corrected. As 
he diſapproved of the bill in toto, he could give his opinion as well 
now as afterwards ; but for the ſake of others who thought other- 
wiſe, the conſideration of the amendments ſhould certainly be de- 
ferred, No harm could poſſibly reſult from delay; and if the 
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plan was good, it might be adopted with equal advantage at a ſub- 
ſequent period. By the bleſſing of God, we had the agreeable pro- 
ſpect of an carly and abundant harveſt ; ſcarcity would probably 
ſoon diſappear, and we ſhould be regularly ſupplied by the millers, 
as heretofore, with the greateſt abundance. What reaſon could 
poſſibly be urged for hurry and prezipitancy ? Did not this eager- 
neſs to get the bill paſſed betray a conteiouſneſs that it would not 
ſtand cool and diſpaſſionate examination? Did it not betray a wiſh 
to betray the Legiſlature into an ad which they were likely after- 
wards to repent? The promoters of the bill were conſcious, that 
in the courſe of the ſummer their aſſertions would be proved to be 
falſe, and their reaſonings fallacious. He ſhould be ſorry to em- 
bariaſs public buſineſs, or to occaſion the leaſt inconvenience to His 
Majeſty's Miniſters ; but he was confident he ſhould do neither, by 
giving his vote, as he now did for the motion of his honourable 
friend, That theſe amendments be read a ſecond time this day 
three months.” 


Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL ſaid, he felt himfelf called 
upon, by ſome things which had fallen from the honourable gentle- 
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man, to ſay a few words. He had referred to him as one of the law 


officers of the Crown, to decide whether the Houſe of Commons did 
not, by granting a charter of incorporation, trench upon the preroga- 
tive of the Crown? He recollected, on a former occalion, when a 
bill for granting a charter of incorporation was brought before the 
Houſe, the then Attorrey General (Lord Eldon), and himſelf as 
Solicitor General, ſtated to the Houſe, that they conceived that it 
was out of the province of the Houfe to grant charters of incorpora- 
tion. At that time his ſuggeſtion was treated with great contempt ; 
he was told, that the Houſe had often granted ſuch charters ; and 
thinking that he had not been uſed very well on that occaſion, he 
did not feel anxious to interfere on the ſame ſubjeR afterwards. 
That caſe too was ſtronger than the preſent one, as it was a bill in 
which there was nothing but what might have been granted by the 
Crown without the conſent of the Houſe of Commons. He did 
think, however, that it was much better to leave theſe things to the 
Crown in moſt caſes. As to the preſent bill he did not wiſh to 
take any active or decided part reſpecting it. He had hitherto ab- 
ſtained from doing it, on the ground that it was poſlible that the 
granting of this charter might yet be left to the Crown; in which 


caſe, his opinion, as a law officer of the Crown, would be reforted 


to; and to the formation of that opinion, he wiſhed to proceed with 
as much impartiality, and with as little prejudice as poſſible. 
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Mr. Tizxnzy and the ATTORNEY GentERAL mutually 
explained. 

Mr. ROSE ſaid, that the honourable gentleman (Mr. Tierney) 
had complained that this bill had been brought in, and that it was 
to be paſſed at fo late a period of the ſeſſion. But it muſt be re- 
collected, that this bill has been before Parliament for ſeven weeks; 
that there were two bills prior to it, under the confideration of Com- 
mittees of the Houſe, one regulating the aſſize of bread, and another 
for regulating millers, out of which this bill aroſe. Theſe Com- 
mittees were attended by a great number of moſt reſpectable country 
gentlemen; and when in them this meaſure was ſuggeſted, he, 
along with many others, warmly approved of it. His approbation, 
he had no heſitation in ſaying, ſtill continued —he had expected 
from the beginning, that much good would reſult from it, and his 
expectations were not diminiſhed. The honourable gentleman had 
entered a good deal into the general merits of the bill. Though 
this was not perfeQly in point upon the queſtion before the Houſe, 
(the adjournment of the conſideration of the amendments made on 
the bill by the Lords,) and though he did not wiſh to take up the 
time, of the Houſe, he could not refrain from ſhortly adverting to 
ſome of the arguments which fell from the honourable gentleman. 
The honourable gentleman had ſtated, that this meaſure was un- 
precedented ; that there was no inftance of the Houſe of Commons 
having granted a charter of incorporation of the ſame nature with 
this. He had never heard ſuch an argument ſuggeſted before, or 
he would, perhaps, have been better prepared to anſwer it. But 
fince it had been advanced, he had ſucceeded in finding two'in- 
ſtances perfectly in point; if he had had longer time for ſearch, he 
had no doubt but that he ſhould have found more. One of them 
was a charter granted in the 13th of the King, to an incorporated 
company, for the manufacture of Britiſh plate glaſs. The adt 
granting this charter, was, in every point, - preciſely the ſame 
with the bill now before the Houſe. The other was an aQ of the 
29th of the King, granting a charter to the Northumberland Coaſt 
Fiſhery Company, and was alſo ſimilar to the preſent. This ar- 
gument therefore fell to the ground. The honourable gentleman 
ſaid, that the eſtabliſhment of this company would deſtroy all com- 
petition in the market, and that, inſtead of deſtroying monopoly, it 
would tend to increaſe it, for that no ordinary trader could enter 
into competition on fair grounds, with a joint-ſtock, company. It 
is true, that in ordinary caſes, joint-ſtock companies muſt have great 
advantages over ordinary traders, and in general may be dangerous, 
But the danger is deſtroyed and the ax mans reſtored, when, as 
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in the preſent caſe, the company is reſtrided in its capital, in the 
diviſible profits, and in the extent to which they are allowed to ma- 
nufacture; when there is a perfect publicity in their tranſactions, 
their accounts, their purchaſes, and their ſales; and when every 
thing is ſubjected annually to the review of Parliament. It has 
been ſaid, that the effect of this bill will be to ruin a numerous, 
induſtrious, and deſerving claſs of men, the millers. No man 
would lament more ſincerely than I ſhould, to ſee this claſs of men 
deprived of their means of honeſt ſupport. But I apprehend no 
ſuch effect from the inſtitution of this company. It cannot be 
doubted that it will, in ſome degree, affe& them ; but I believe, in 
oppoſition to the ſtatement of the honourable gentleman, that it 
would principally affect the great and opulent millers. This com- 
pany are to grind the ſame quantity that was done by the Albion 
Mills ; yet it has never been ſtated, that any miller was ruined, 
or even that any mill was ſtopped, in conſequence of their erection. 
One perſon, indeed, (a Mr. Buſh,) has ſaid, that during the period 
of the exiſtence of the Albion Mills, he had given. up his mill; but 
it did not appear that this aroſe from the Albion Mills depriving him 
of his trade. That the millers will, however, be in ſome degree 
affected, I willingly admit; but I contend, that it will be prinei- 


pally the great millers. For, from the evidence given in the Se- 


lea Committee on this bill, which the honourable gentleman has 
complained had not been laid before the Houſe, but which any gen- 
tleman certainly had it in his power to procure, it appears, that very 
different profits are made on the grinding of a ſack of flour, and that 
the ſmall millers are ſatisfied with a much leſs profit than the great 
ones : and when this company. comes into a competition with the 
millers in this trade, thoſe who will be affected muſt be thoſe who 
take large profits, and not thoſe who take ſmall.” Mr. Roſe was 
then proceeding to ſtate ſome of the facts which had appeared in 
evidence before this Committee in ſupport of his argument—that 
one ſma]l miller had ſtated, that gd. was a fair profit on grinding 
a ſack of flour; rhat another ſtated 18. as a fair profit; and that the 
great millers had uniformly ſtated, that they would not be ſatisfied 

with leſs than 28.; when 
VMI. TIERNEY ſpoke to order. He ſaid, that this evidence 

had not been laid before the Houſe ; and therefore it could not be 
wade a ground of argument. He did not mean to imply, that the 
honourable gentleman intended to ſtate the evidence unfairly ; but 
he might have forgotten ſome facts or ſtatements connected with 
Others, which he ſtated as the ground of his ay or he might 
miſconceive them. 


6 
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Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, that the ſuggeſtion of the honourable gen- 
tleman was certainly correct. 

Mr. ROSE ſaid, he regretted much that this evidenco had not 
been formally laid before the Houſe, as his argument would have 
derived conſiderable ſupport from it, and as the want of it deprived 
him of this advantage. The honourable gentleman next ſtated, 
that the erection of this company would deſtroy all competition in 
the London market, and that their capital and charter would enable 
them in a great meaſure to command it. But the fact is, that this 
company will not buy all its corn in- the London market, The 
Albion Mills Company always ſent agents in the country to buy up 
corn in the country markets, and this company will do the ſame 
from a regard to their own intereſts. The honourable gentleman 
adverted to the manner in which this bill paſſed the Houſe : he 
ſaid, that it was only carried by a majority of four, and that theſe 


four were ſo intereſted in the bill, that upon one clauſe their votes 
were excluded, and that they ought not to have been allowed to 


vote at all. But the fact is, that the bill was carried. by a majority 
of nearly two to one—and that it was only upon one point in 


which the numbers ran nearly equal. As to the intereſts of the four 


gentlemen whoſe votes were excluded, I do not yet think that it was 


* ſuch, as to deprive them of the right of voting on the bill; for if this 


principle were carried to its conſequences, ſcarcely a queſtion on a loan 
bill, on a turnpike bill, a canal bill, or almoſt any other could occur, 
in which a great number of votes would not be excluded on the ſame 
grounds, Beſides, among the oppoſers of the bill there were alſo 
ſome gentlemen who were as much if not more intereſted than any 
of the four whom the honourable gentleman had alluded to ; one 
particularly, (Mr. Plumer,) who is a very great miller, ſtated him- 
ſelf, that if this bill were carried his mills would be ruined. Ano- 
ther argument uſed by the honourable gentleman againſt the bill 
was, that it would open a door for jobbing practices. The publi- 
city of the accounts and tranſactions, and the power lodged in the 


Cravn to diſſolve the company in caſe of ſuch practices, will be a 

_ ſufficient ſecurity againſt this. As to the amendment which'the 
| honourable gentleman ſays he will move on the amendments of the 
Lords, to grant a power to the Houſe of Commons, as well as tothe 
Crown, to diffolve this company, I conceive it to be petfectly un- 
' neceſſary, as it cannot be doubted, that without any ſuch elauſe the 


Houſe have the power, if they pleaſe, to repeal the act. The-clauſe 
reſpeQing the fixing of the aſſite of bread, to which alſo the ho- 
nourable gentleman objected, will at leaft be harmleſs. ' If it ean- 
not now une upon, no evil is done, and a time may: come when 
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t may prove heneficial. I ſee no reaſon for delaying the conſider- 
ation of the amendments made by the Lords, and therefore ſhall 
vote for their being now taken into conſideration.” 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, that the two inſtances which the honour- 
able gentleman had adduced, of the Houſe having granted charters 
fimilar to the preſent, were at leaſt thus far not in point, that the 
inſtitution of theſe joint-ſtock companies could injure no human 
being, which was not the caſe with the preſent. _ 

The LORD MAYOR of London faid, that it was a moſt ma- 
terial point for the Houſe to know, that a bill of ſuch enormous im- 
portance ſhould at leaſt be practicable. He had taken conſiderable 
pains in his official capacity to examine the bill in all its bearings ; 
and he had no heſitation in ſaying, that it was as impracticable as 
he knew it to be unneceſſary. Of this he was fully convinced ; 
but in the preſent ſtage of the bill, he ſhould confine himſelf to the 
new clauſes. With reſpe& to the clauſe that was to leave to the Magiſ- 
trates of the city of London the power to ſet an aſſize on the ſtandard 
wheaten bread, which the new company, as well as the other ba- 
kers, were now to make at their diſcretion, it was a power which 
they could not exerciſe. When they had that power before, it 
was found to be moſt injurious to the metropolis. The magiſtrates 
were ſometimes apt to think that they underſtood the buſineſs better 
than the perſons who were engaged in it; and whenever they ated 
from this ſort of caprice, the public was ſure to ſuffer from it : the 
baker was made to ſuffer in the firſt place ; and the public was ſure 
to feel that every attempt to interfere with, or to change the courſe 
of the trade, prevented the uſual ſupply from coming to London. 
This was particularly felt in thoſe caſes when the magiſtrates at- 
tempted to take from the bakers their fair profit, and for the ſake 
of a momentary popularity to ſet the aſſize of bread too low. He 
truſted then that the Houſe would not leave a matter ſo important 
to diſcretion, but that they would prepare, and put into the bill a 
table of afſize. But this was not all: even if their powers could 
reach them if their refidence was in the city of London, they could 
do nothing if they had their reſidence in the borough of Southwark, 
or in any part of the county of Surry, or in the gity of Weſtmin- 
ſter. Theſe diſtricts were under the cognizance and juriſdiction of 
other magiſtrates. The clauſe was therefore moſt - irregularly 
drawn, and did not provide for its object. And even if this new 

company was reſident in the city of London, he knew not (and he 
- ſpoke in the preſence of a worthy magiſtrate, his colleague, who 
concurred with him) how the magiſtrates could ſubject them to the 
. — 
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bakers were bound to make a return upon oath of all the flour 
they bought, and the prices they paid for it. Here the bakers 
were the millers, and the act did not direct that any perſon ſhould 
return the flour and prices to the Lord Mayor. They could alſo 
ſearch the Houſes of the common baker ; they could fine him on 
the deteQion of his adulterating the bread, or of ſhort weight. How 
could they infli& penalties on this corporation? Could they put a 
corporation in the pillory if convicted of perjury ? In ſhort, he 
knew of no means by which this corporation could be brought within 
the laws by which other millers and bakers were controuled, and 
by which the public was protected. If there were any means, he 
ſhould be glad to know them. At any rate, it ſurely would be 
wiſe and prudent not to paſs a bill of ſuch magnitude, and inveſt a 
company with ſuch powers, in ſo haſty and precipitate a manner. 
He muſt ſay that he felt it his duty to vote for putting off the far- 
ther conſideration of theſe clauſes. 

Mr. BROGDEN ſet Mr. Roſe right with reſpe& to the in- 
ſtance he had mentioned of Mr. Buſh. When the Albion Mill 
commenced, and he relinquiſhed the flour-trade, his fon was an in- 
fant. He did not put him into the flour-trade till many years after 
the deſtruion of the Albion Mills. 

The Houſe then divided—Ayes, 18 ; Noes, 34. 

The elauſes were then read a ſecond time. 

Mr. TIERNEMV moved the amendments of which he had given 
notice. The firſt was, That it ſhould be left to the Houſe, by the 
notice of Mr. Speaker, to put an end to the charter at the end of 
ſix months, as it was done in the 6th of George I. This mo- 
tion was negatived. 

He then moved, That the corporation ſhould only baye power 
to ſell t ooo quarters per week of damaged wheat. This alſo was 
negatived, 

He then moved, That the clauſe reſpecting the aſſize ſhould be 
regulated by a table, not left to the diſcretion of the magiſtrates— - 
and this alſo was rejected. 


The clauſes were then read a third time, and the bill ſent back 
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The royal aſſent was given by commiſſion to thirty-five public 
and private bills, among the former were the three acts reſpecting 
- Exchequer bills, &c. ; the Flour and Bread Company bill ; their 
_ Majeſties Private Property bill; and ſeveral other important bills, 
The Lords Commiſſioners on this occaſion were, the Lord Chan- 
cellor, Earl of Leiceſter, and Lord Walfingham. 

After the ſecond reading of the Combination Prevention bill, 
The Earl of LIVERPOOL regretted that it had come too late 
into that Houſe to receive all the conſideration which a ſubject of ſo 
much importance merited. He admitted, however, that it had re- 
eeived a very ample diſeuſſion in the other Houſe; and that he was 
not aware of any objection to it out of doors, except in the ſilk trade, 
in which ſome of the perſons concerned diſapproved of the clauſe for 
cChuſing referrees in diſputes between the maſters and journeymen, 

It was obvious, however, he ſaid, that it was now too late to make 

any alteration; and therefore as ſome ſuch, meaſure was abſolutely 

neceſſary, he thought it the leſs of the two evils to paſs the bill in its 
preſent ſtate, . though, perhaps, imperfect, leaving it to be repealed 
or amended next ſeſſion, if, in the mean time, it ſhould be found de- 
fective. He concluded with moving, that the uſual forms of the 

- Hauſe ſhould be diſpenſed with, and the bill forwarded through all 

Its remaining ſtages. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR having left the woolſack, fol- 
lowed the Earl of Liverpool in nearly the fame line of argument. 
He hoped, however, that the objection made by the ſilk trade would 
not be found material, as a ſimilar, bill, containing the ſame clauſe 
but confined to the cotton trade, had juſt paſſed without any objec- 

tion, although as much delicacy was neceſſary i in that * and the 
materials equally liable to be ſpoiled in the working. 

The bill was then for warded through all its remaining ſtages, and 
fled. 

| 85 The Earl of LIVERPOOL moved the order of the day re- 
ſpecting the attendance of the printer and publiſher of The Time; 
which being read, 

The Yeoman Uſher informed the Houſe, that C. Bell and |. 


Bonſor were attending purſuant to the ſaid ordet.; whereupon theſ 
were called in; and, the papers complained of being ſhewn t 
them, they acknowledged that they were the printer and publiſhe 
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The reſolutions that the paragraphs contained in the ſaid papers 
were a breach of the privileges of this Houſe were-read ; and being 
aſked what they had to ſay in their behalf, 

Mr. Bell, the printer, produced a written defence, which the 
publiſher ſignified to be alſo what he had to offer in his juſtification. 
The addreſs generally ſet forth, firſt their regret ſo far at being 
placed in fituations where they were conſidered as the printers and 
publiſhers of any matter that called for the animadverſion of their 
Lordſhips' Houſe, or could give offence to any one of its members, 
It then went on go ſtate, that thoſe who are called printers of a pa- 
per, have very little connection with, and no controul over the re- 
ports of the parliamentary debates; that the part complained of was 
written by a gentleman of experience ia the buſineſs ; that nothing 
could be further from the intention of thoſe concerned than wilful 
miſrepreſentation ; that the erratum complained of in the ſecond 
publication, they could aſſure their Lordſhips, was not, as had been 
aſſumed, intended as a continuance of miſrepreſentation ; but 
merely what, upon ſubſequent inquiry among gentlemen converſant 
in the buſineſs of reporting, was conſidered as the language really 
ſpoken ; that they were aware, that to print or publiſh the proceed- 
ings or debates of Parliament involved a breach of privilege ; but 
on this head, after alluding to what had been the uniform practice 
of the public prints reſpecting thoſe matters for years paſt, and to 
the idea of an implied tacit conſent thereto, on the part of members 
of the Legiſlature, &c. they humbly ſubmitted themſelves on theſe 
grounds, as objects at the mercy of the Houſe, and prayed the for- 
giveneſs of their Lordſhips. 

They were then ordered to retire from the Bar; on which the 
Earl of LIVERPOOL, after obſerving briefly upon the nature of the 
offence committed by the parties in queſtion, which was an obvious 
breach of the privileges of that Houſe, and which miſrepreſentation 
of any kind certainly went to aggravate, and pronouncing an enco- 
mium on the eloquent and argumentative addreſs of the learned 
counſel in queſtion, who he was poſitive uttered no ſuch language as 
had been attributed to him, moved in effect, . That the printer and 
publiſher of The Times be called to the bar, and upon their knees 
reprimanded.“ 

On this being ordered, Meffis. Bell and Bonſor were a ſecond 
time brought to the Bar, and having knelt down, | 

The LORD CHANCELLOR, from a written paper, ſhortly! 
addreſſed them; it ſet forth the reſolutions of the Committee of Pri- 
vileges and the Vote of the Houſe ; the peculiar nature of the 
offence committed by them; the conſiderations it involved, and the 


. * 
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neceſſity, on ſuch an occaſion, of marking the ſenſe entertained by „„ 
the Houſe thereof by an exemplary mode of proceeding. In the whic 
preſent inſtance, and their being reprimanded, they were to conſider with 
themſelves as experiencing the lenity of the Houſe. A 
They were then taken from the Bar, and diſcharged. meſſ 
The order was read for going into a Committee upon the Gene- had 
ral Ineloſure Regulation bill, on which 3 
The LORD CHANCELLOR quitted the woolſack, and at ariſet 
ſome length ſtated his diſapprobation of the bill. His Lordſhip ad- bers 
verted to the beneficial tendency of deciſive and appropriate reſolu- from 
tions entered into by either Houſe, and thoroughly anderſtood ; and poſſil 
deprecated an Ad of Parliament on the occaſion, which, when once but h 
made, muſt be literally obeyed. The inconvenijencies, &c. which was 
ſuch a proceeding muſt lead to, were ably illuſtrated by the noble the b 
Lord, particularly as it related to the affidavits reſpecting the alle- thoug 
gations, which he forcibly pointed out. Under theſe impreſſions he the n 
felt himſelf called upon to move, © That the bill be committed that had b 
day three weeks,” which meeting the ſenſe of their Lordſhips pre- not « 
ſent, was ordered accordingly. what 
5 minu 
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The Yeoman Uſher of the Black Rod, being introduced, ſtated, —— 
that he was deſired to require the immediate attendance of the Houſe what 
of Commons in the other Houſe, to hear His Majeſty's commiſſion of a 
read for the paſſing of ſeveral bills: the Speaker, with the duQe 
Members, went up accordingly, and being returned, the Speaker Mr. 
informed the Houſe, that His Majeſty's aſſent had been given by 1 
commiſſion to the Three Million and a Half Exchequer Loan bill, the 6 
and to the other Exchequer bills, &. M 
Mr. JONES took the opportunity of noticing the current report any f 

of the day, that an armiſtice had been concluded between the Em- 20 
peror and the French. He wiſhed to know if His Majeſty's Mi- N 
niſters knew how the fact really ſtood; more particularly as it was ſatisf 
only on Thurſday laſt that a ſubſidy had been voted to the Emperor. fatisf: 
for the purpoſe of carrying on the war ; and he hoped it would not e 
be too much to aſk, whether we had any chance of being included 8 
in ſuch an armiſtice, or in thoſe preliminaries of peace which might 8 


be entered into in conſequence of it? 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT anſwered, that the queſtion was one 
which he was not called upon to anſwer ; nor would it be conſiſtent 
with the ſituation in which he was placed to reply to it. 

After the royal aſſent had been given to the four money bills, a 
meſſage came from the Lords, informing the Houſe their Lordſhips 
had agreed to them. 

The SPEAKER explained to the Houſe how this miſtake had 
ariſen. He ſtated, that at four o'clock, there not being forty mem- 
bers preſent, he was counting the Houſe, when a meſſage was ſent 
from the Lords deſiring the attendance of the Houſe. It was im- 
poſſible, therefore, for the meſſengers of the Lords to be called; 
but he was ſenſible, from the mode in which the communication 
was conveyed, that there had not been any amendments made in 
the bills; had he not been ſatisfied on this point, he ſhould have 
thought it his duty to have quitted the bar of the Houſe of Lords : 
the moment that part of the commiſſion which referred to thoſe bills 
had been read. He truſted, that in acting as he had done, he had 
not departed from the dignity of the Houſe. No inconvenience 
whatever kad occurred; and all that was neceſſary was to make a 
minute of the circumſtance on the Journals. 

Mr. TIERNEY proceeded to ſtate to the Houſe the tenour of 


the ſet of reſolutions which he had drawn up upon the ſubje& of 


Finance. The three firſt related to the funded debt: on which 


point he remarked, that the only material difference between his 


ſtatements and that of the right honourable gentleman, conſiſted in 
the manner of drawing up this reſolution. Nis object was to ſhew 
what was the real capital of the country. He ſtated the groſs amount 
of the income tax at 5,800,000). ; from which were to be de- 
ducted the expences of collection, amounting to about 1 50,0001, 
Mr. Tierney then proceeded to make a variety of calculations and 
ſtatements, in the form of reſolutions, and concluded with moving 
the firſt,, which reſpected the amount of the unfunded debt. | 

| Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he was glad to find that ſearcely. 
any real difference ſubſiſted between him and the honourable gentle- 
man as to figures; but that it turned merely on the manner of 
drawing up and ſtating the accounts. - At the ſame time he was 
ſatisfied, that the mode he had adopted was the moſt ſalutary and 
ſatisfactory. The bonourable gentleman had drawn a compariſon 
between aur ſituation new and at the commencement of the war; 
but no fair view could be taken from this compariſon, unleſs gen- 
tlemen at the ſame time included the period of the laſt war, as well 
as of the laſt peace. Mr. Pitt added, that, in his ſtatement, he had 
alſo thought it right to diſcriminate between thoſe burdens laid on 

Vos, XII. 4 G 


594 PARLIAMENTARY (commons. 


during the preſent war, and which were but of a temporary duration, 
and thoſe other taxes which were permanent. He had alſo thought 
it necefiary to compare the progreſſive burdens of the Public with 
its correſponding reſourees and revenues. Whilſt he had alſo com- 
pared the progreſs of the increaſed ſinking fund with the means of 
its liquidation, he had ſhewn, in his financial ſtatements and reſo- 
lutions, the means by which theſe debts and*burdens were to be de- 
frayed. There was ſome difference between his and the honourable 
* gentleman's ſtatements, as to the amount of the unfunded debt: he 
conſidered himſelf warranted to deduct from the whole amount, in 
a caſe where a ſpecific fund was pledged for paying it off within a 
limited time; and in this inſtance ſuch a ſum was not to be con- 
fidered as an article of unfunded debt; but both the honourable 
gentleman and himſelf were agreed, that the ſum of unfunded debt, 
increaſed during the preſent war, amounted to 12, 492, ol. If 
the reſources of the country were compared with its burdens, the 
reſult would be found highly ſatisfactory. Mr. Pitt proceeded to 
ſtate the expences of a peace and war eſtabliſhment, and remarked, 
that the honourable gentleman (Mr. Tierney) had not included in 
| his calculation of the laſt peace eſtabliſhment the heavy contingent: 
expences ariſing from the diſpute with Spain in the affair of Nootka 
Sound, the Ruſſian armament, &c. as well as the expence ariſing 
from the American Loyaliſts, and other contingent expences which 
were not likely to ariſe again when peace took place. Mr. Pitt 
proceeded to ſtate another difference of calculation between himſelf 
and the honourable gentleman, as to the time allowed for the termi- 
nation of the fifty- ſix millions to be raiſed by the income tax. He 
ſtill thought that that tax, with the new regulations which had been 
adopted, might amount to the ſum of ſeven millions, whereas the 
honourable gentleman calculated it only at ſix millions. From theſe and 
other conſiderations, Mr. Pitt ſaid, he rather wiſhed that his view of 
the ſubject might be adopted; and though, upon the whole, he ſaw 
no great objections to the reſolutions of the honourable gentleman, 
he myſt prefer the ſubſtitution of thoſe which he had drawn up. 
The method he ſhould take would be to move the previous reſolu- 
tion upon the honourable gentleman's reſolutions, with a view of 
ſubſtituting his own. 
The firſt and ſubſequent reſolutions of Mr. Say were then 


moved, when the previous queſtion was put, and carried upon 


3 6 


Mr. PITT then moved the following reſolutions, which were 
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J. That the amount of the public funded debt was, on the 5th 
of January 1786, 238, 231, 2481. excluſive of long and ſhort an- 
nuities, and annuities for lives, to the amount of 1,373,550/. 
That, on the 1ſt of February 1793, ſtock to the amount of 
10, 242, lool. had been purchaſed by the Commiſſioners for re- 
deeming the national debt; and annuities to the amount of 79,8801. 
had fallen in, and had been carried to their account ; reducing the 
actual amount of the debt, on the 5th of January 1793, to 
. 227,989,148]. and the annuities to 1,293,070. ; and that on the 
1{t of February 1800, ſtock to the amount of 32, 404, 8 45“. had 
been purchaſed by the Commiſſioners for redeeming the national 
debt; and annuities to the amount of 119,880/. had fallen in, and 
been carried to their account, reducing the actual amount of debt 
exiſting before the war, on 1ſt February 1800, to 205, 8 26, 40 3“. 
and the annuities to 1,25 3,670l. 

6 TI. That the amount of the public funded debt created ſince 
the 1ſt of February 1793 (including the amount to be created by 
ſums borrowed in the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, and exclufive of 
7.50 2, 6331. 3 per cent. ſtock, and 230,000). per annum annui- 
ties, created by the advances to the Emperor of Germany), was on 
the 1ſt of February 1800, 257,787,792. excluſive of long 
annuities to the amount of 283, 2061. per annum; of which 
15, 315, oool. is on account of Ireland, and 56,445,000. is pro- 
vided for by the tax on income, leaving a permanent debt of 
186,0 27,7921. charged on Great Britain; and that on the 1ſt of 
February 1800, 12, 328, 4491. had been purchaſed by the Com- 
miſſioners for redeeming the national debt; reducing the ſaid 
permanent debt created fince the 5th of January 1793, to 
173,699, 3431. excluſive of long annuities to the amount of 
£83,200). per annum, after deduQing the annuities payable by 
Ireland. 

« 1II. That the total amount of the permanent funded debt 
charged on Great Britain, after deducting the ſum of 44,7 33,2941. 
redeemed by, and the annuities fallen into, the Commiſſioners, was, 
on the 1ſt of February 1800, 379, 5 25, oool. together with ſhort 
annuities to the amount of 549, 130. and long annuities to the 
amount of 987,947). after deduQing the annuitics provided for by 
Ireland. 

IV. That the ſum annually RE PT to the reduction of. | 
the national debt, in purſuance of the act paſſed in 1786, way 
1,000,000). being about 1-238th part of the capital of the per- 
manent debt then exiſting ;. and for 1793 was 1, 427, 1431. being 
about 1-3 60th part of the permanent debt exiſting in 1793, and 
4G 2 ; | | 
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may for the year 1800 be eſtimated at 4,730,000). being about 
1-8 2d part of the permanent debt exiſting in 1500. 

V. That the annual charge incurred on account of the perma- 
nent debt, on the 5th of January 1786, was 9, 297, oool. before 
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any fund was created applicable to the reduction of the debt, and on 


the 5th January 1793, was 10,325,000). including 1,000,000. 
applicable to the reduction of the debt. 

« YI. That the annual charge incurred on account of the per- 
manent debt created fince the 5th of January 1793 (including 
314, oool. permanent intereſt and charge on loan of the preſent 


ſeſſion), amounts to 8, 58 2,4 297. per annum, of which 6,58 4, 4691. 


is for intereſt, annuity, and charges of management, and 
1,897,9607. applicable to the reduction of debt; and that a 
further charge of 497,735]. per annum is guaranteed by Parlia- 
ment, in default of payment of the intereſt - certain loans by His 
Majeſty the Emperor of Germany. 

„ VII. That the outſtanding demands on the 5th of January 
1793 amounted to 1,327,112/.; and on the 5thof January 1820, 
to 2,890, 791 l.; the whole of which have been provided for, part 
thereof in the former ſeſſion of Parliament, and the remainder in the 
preſent ſeſſion. 

« VIII. That the unfunded debt (excluſive of the anticipation in 
the uſual form on certain dutics annually voted) on the 5th of Ja- 
' nuary 1793 amounted to 8,925, 4221. and on the 5th of January 
1800, to 14, 406, 288l.; of which 1,914,000. was provided for 
in the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, leaving an unfunded debt of 
12,492, 288. which increaſe of 3,566,8661. beyond the amount 
of the unfunded debt on the 5th of January 1793, is occaſioned 
chiefly from an addition of 1,00, oool. exchequer bills, and of 
an additional navy debt ariſing from increaſed demands during the 
war, and bearing no intereſt, 

« IX. That the net produce of the permanent taxes exiſting on 
the 5th of January 1784, then amounted to 10, 194, 250. and 
that taxes were afterwards impoſed to defray the expences of the war 
ending in 1783, amounting in 1786, to 938,000]. making toge- 
ther 11,132,000]. 

« X. That the net produce of the permanent taxes exiſting pre- 
vious to the year 1784, adding thereto about 938, ooo. impoſed, 
as above ſtated, in 1784 and 1785, and 137,000). ariſing from 
the conſolidation act, and from duties impoſed in 1789, was, in 
the year ending the 5th of January 1793, 14,284,000). ; on the 
5th of January 1794, 13,941,000/.; on the 5th of Janu- 
ary 1795, 13,858, oool.; on the th of January 1796, 
T3,557,000/.; 
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on the 5th of January 1798, 13,332,000/.; on the 5th of Ja- 
nuary 1799, 14, 275, oool.; and on the 5th of July 1800, 
15,432,254. ; which laſt ſum, after deducting the duties ariſing 
from the conſolidation act, and thoſe impoſed in 1789, exceeds the 
net produce of the permanent taxes on the 5th January 1784, to- 
gether with that of the taxes impoſed in 1784 and 1785, by 
4,163,254. 

« XI. That the actual net produce of the taxes impoſed ſince 
the 5th of January 1793, amounted in the year ending the 5th of 
July 1800, to 8,477,100). ; and that, on part of theſe taxes, the 
produce of one year has not yet been received, and only 113, 70%. 
of thoſe impoſcd in the preſent year, eſtimated at 350, oool. 

« XII. That the total value of all imports into Great Britain, 
in the year ending the 5th of January 1784, was 13,122,235l.; 
and on an average of fix years, ending the 5th of January 1784, 
was 11,690,829. ; that the total value of all imports into Great 
Britain, in the year ending the 5th of January 1793, was 
19,659,358. ; and on an average of fix years, ending the 5th of 
January 1793, was 18,685,390l. ; that the total value of all im- 
ports into Great Pritain, in the year ending the 5th of January 
1800, (ſuppoſing the imports from the Eaft Indies, of which no 
account has yet been made up, to be the ſane as in the preceding 
year,) was 29,945,808/. making an increaſe, as compared with 
1783, of 16,823,573. ; and with 1792, of 10, 286, 450l.; and 
on an average of ſix years, ending the 5th of January 1800, was 
24. 40/7, oool. making an increaſe, as compared with the average 
to January 5th, 1784, of 12,717,000l. and with the average to 
January 5th, 1793, of 5,7 22,000. 

« XIII. That the total value of Britiſh manufaQures exported 
from Great Britain, in the year ending the 5th of January 1784, 
was 10,409,7123/.; and on an average of ſix years, ending the 5th 
of January 1784, was 8,616,660/.; that the total value of 
Britiſh manufactures exported from Great Britain in the year end- 
ing the 5th of January 1793, was 18,336,851/7.; and on an 
average of ſix years, ending the 5th January 1793, 14,771,049. 3 
that the total value of Britiſh manufaQures exported from Great 
Britain in the year ending the 5th of January 1800, was 
24.084, oool. making an increaſe, as compared with 1783, of 
13,074,375). and with 1792, of 5,748,000). ; and on an ave- 
rage of fix years, ending the 5th of Jan. 1800, was 18,804,000, 
making an increaſe, as compared with the average to January 5, 
1784, of 10,188,000). and with the average to January 5, 1793, 
of 4, 33, oool. 
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8 XIV. That the total amount of foreign merchandize exported 
from Great Britain, in the year ending the 5th of January 1784, 
was 4,332,909). ; and on an average of fix years, ending the 5th 
of January 1784, was 4, 263, 930“; that the total value of foreign 
merchandize exported from Great Britain, in the year ending the 
- Sth of January 1793, was 6,568,00c). ; and on an average of ſix 
years, ending the-5th of January 1793, was 5,468,014. ; that 
the total value of foreign merchandize exported from Great Britain, 
ending the 5th of January 1800, was 11,906,000]. making an 
increaſe, as compared with 1783, of 7, 574, oool. and with 1792, 
of 5,338, oool.; and on an average of fix years, ending the 5th of 
January 1800, was 11,677, oool. making an increaſe, as com- 
pared with the average to 3 5th, 1784, of 7, 414, oool. and 
with the average to January 5th, 1793, of 6, 209, oool. 

« That the total ſum to be raiſed in Great Britain in the year 
1800, may be eſtimated as follows, viz. 

Intereſt of public funded debt, charges 
of management, and ſinking fund, on 5th 
of Jan. 1800, after deduQing intereſt pay- 
able by Ireland „3„Cõöͤö;ö—w)( „„ 4. 19,307,000 

' Intereſt, &c. to be incurred and paid 
between the 5th Jan. 1800 and 5th Jan. 
1801, on ſtock created by loans in the 
preſent ſeſſion, to the amount of + + + + + + 962, ooo 

Intereſt on exchequer bills, eſtimated to 
be the ſame as paid to the 5th Jan. 1800, 1,021,626 

The civil „„ „ 1 898,000 

Other charges on conſolidated fund, eſti- 
mated to be the ſame as incurred in the | 
year ending 5th Jan. 1800 + + ++ + «+++» 239,297 

Civil government of Scotland eſti mated 
as before—Penfions on hereditary revenue, 
ditto—Militia and deſerters warrants, ditto 
—Bounties for promoting fiſheries, linen 
manufaQures, &c. eſtimated as before - 
Charges of management of the revenue, 
eſtimated as before, including the expence 
of collecting the income tax + » +++ + + + + + 1,779,7 4. 

Making the total permanent charges to —— 
be defrayed out of the groſs receipt of per- 
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647,183 


manent revenue ‚ —„— * 2 e 2 24,854,875 
Supplies voted for 1800, excluſive of 
1,914,000). to defray vote of credit 1799 + + + 35, 686,552 


Carry over 4 60,541,427 
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$99 
Brought over 1 60,541,427 

Advance to Ireland « +» +++ . 2, ooo, ooo 

Vote of credit for probable contingen- 


ties ‚—— - 15400, ooo 
Intereſt payable for imperial loans · 497, ooo 


3,897, ooo 


Making in the whole the ſum of ·——ͥ . . . . 64,438,427 
« XVI. That the groſs receipt of the permanent revenue lafter 
deducting re-. payments for over- entries, drawbacks, and bounties in 
the nature of drawbacks), amounted in the year ending the 5th of 
July 1 800 to ES Ex. £. 28,238,000 
That the tax on income is eſtimated to produce, for 
the year 1800, a ſum of- ++ +++ + 7, ooo, ooo 
That the tax on imports and exports may be eſti. 
mated to produce a ſum of - ++ +++ +++ ++ +» +++ - + I,250,000 
That further ſums are applicable to the ſervice of | 
the year 1800, as follows : 
Surplus of conſolidated fund, after completing grants 


to the 5th of April 1800 +++ +++ — .. $097,000. 


Re- payments from Grenada, impreſts, and lottery, $826,000 
And that the remainder of the ſupply for the year 
1800 is provided for by a loan, on account of Great 


Britain, of - ++ „„ 18,500,000: 
And a loan for Ireland of — — 2,000,000 
And by exchequer bills to be charged on ſupplies, 

190 ELLE EEEEENESD 3,000,000 

And a loan from the Bank of «+++ +++ ++ ++ + 3,000,000 


And expected additional produce of taxes 1800 «+» 240, ooo 


Making in the whole the ſum o.. + ++» £. 64,65 1,000 
« XVII. That eſtimating the groſs receipt of the permanent re- 


venue to continue the ſame as in the year ending the 5th of July 


1800, and adding thereto the additional expected produce of the 
permanent taxes impoſed in this ſeſſion of Parliament, the total 
amount to be raiſed by permanent and temporary taxes, for the 
ſervice of the year 1800, may be computed at the ſum of 
36,728,000). 

„XVIII. That it appears by a report of a Committee of this 
Houſe in 1791, that the actual expenditure (including the annual 
million for the reduction of the public debt), on an average of five 
years of peace, ending 5th January 1791, and including ſundry ex- 


traordinary expences for the armament of 1787, and for payments 
| F 
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to American SE and other articles of a temporary nature, 
1 to. 2—V2v—t EEEEEETEEESY — +0 L. 16 816,985 
But the peace eſtabliſhment was eſtimated by the ——— 
ſaid Committee at 1 — 15,969,178 
And that the expence of the year 1792 amounted 
nearly to that ſum. 
That the additional permanent charge incurred by 
the debt created ſince 1793, excluſive of intereſt pay- 
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— is „„ „ 60 666 0 8,582,395 


C. 24,551,573 
Tbat the additional charge to be incurred ka in- 


creaſed amount of exchequer bills outſtanding is - 55,000 
Intereſt on money for ſatisfying increaſed navy ; 
debt at 5 per cent. Ao coo co cvcvccvoc00coo0p00c 0c 150, 000 
That the additional charge incurred on the con- 
ſolidated fund is „„ „ 50 350000000 5 . 131 „650 
That the additional charge incurred for a ſum an- 
nually voted for the redemption of debt is ··᷑· . 200,000 
And that the future peace eſtabliſhment (excluſive 
of any charge to be incurred by intereſt, on ſums to be 
paid on winding up the expences of the war ; and of 
any augmentation which may take place in the naval 
or military eſtabliſhments, but allowing for increaſe of 
Pay and other expences) 000.008 GG $2040 0,0 + © 100,000 
And alfo (excluſive of 497,000. intereſt on loans 
due by the Emperor of Germany, and guaranteed b) 
Parliament), may be eſtimated at. 4 25, Fa 223 
« XIX. That the produce of the tax on income 
in the year ending the 5th of April 1800, appears 
r OC ˙ 44 WF . mY 1.57801, 624 
Voluntary Serie ooh „ „ 9 6 0 0 255,000 
Exports and imports may be calculated at + - ++ - 1,250,000 
C. 7,306,624 


And that the produce of the permanent taxes impoſed previaus 
to the 5th of January 1793, has, in the year ending the 5th of July 
1800, exceeded by above 2,000,000/. the ſum eſtimated by the 
Committee in 1791, as neceſſary for the peace eſtabliſhment. 

XX. That during the continuance of the tax on income, after 
the concluſion of the war, if the produce in future years ſhould 


amount to 5,000,000). the total annual expenditure may be * 
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mated at about 33, ooo, oool. including therein the ſaid ſum of 
7, ooo, oool. applicable annually (over and above all other ſums in 
the hands of the Commiſſioners) to the reduction of debt. 

« XXI. That the amount of 3 per cent. ſtock, created in the 
years 1798, 1799, and 1800, and of which the intereſt is to be 
defraycd, and the principal to be redeemed by the tax on income, is 
56,445,000. 

« XXII. That, ſuppoſing the war to end with the year 1800, 
the 3 per cent. ſtock to remain on an average of three years after 
peace at 8o/. and the tax on income to produce 7,000,000. per 


annum, the capital ſtock of 56,445,000). together with the intereſt 
payable thereon, would be redeemed in the year 1808.” 


Mr. Chancellor PITT then moved an humble addreſs to His 
Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to give direQions that 
the ſum of 1 200. be paid to Charles Bragge, Eſq. as chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, agreeably to the inſtructions 
of a Committee of the Houſe upon that ſubject, and aſſuring His 
Majeſty that this Houſe would make good the ſame. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid it was invariably his opinion, that liberal 
and adequate falaries ſhould be paid to all perſons employed by the 
public ; but when he ſaw a ſalary thus ſuddenly increaſed from five 
to twelve hundred per annum, where no previous ſervices could put 
in a claim, where no appearances were neceſſary to be made, and 
where no extraordinary expences were conſequently incurred, he 
could not help ſaying that ſuch an increaſe of ſalary for ſuch a ſitua- 
tion was a ſhameful perverſion of the public money. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT enumerated the various and extended 
ſervices performed by Mr. Bragge ; and obſerved, that when the 
ſalaries of the other officers of the Houſe had been increaſed, it 
would have been highly unjuſt to overlook Mr. Bragge, of whoſe 
attention and diligence the Houſe had had ſuch frequent and con- 
vincing proofs. — Agreed to. . 

On the motion of Mr. Chancellor Pix r, fimilar addreſſes were 
agreed to, for granting the ſum of 1 5001. to the clerk aſſiſtant of 
the Houſe, Jeremiah Dyſon, Eſq.; 5 O0. to J. Clemenſon, Eſq. 
deputy- ſerjeant; 1000. to Mr, Abbott, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee for examining into the ſtate of the public records of the king- 
dom, to be diſtributed by him to J. Planta, Eſq. of the Britiſh 
Muſeum, to B. Richards, Eſq. and other gentlemen who had ren- 
dered ſpecial ſervice to that Committee in the proſecution of that 
labour ;— 3ool. were voted to Mr. Dunn, to defray the expences 
of making a general Index to the Journals, from the 45th volume; 
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and the ſum of 250]. to Mr. Whittam, for an Index to the Votes 
of the Houſe. 

Mr. NICHOLLS VANSIT TART reported from the Com- 

mittee appointed to confider of ſuch further meaſures as may be 
neceſſary for rendering more commodious, and for better regulating, 
the port of London, and to report their proceedings from time to 
time, together with their opinion thereupon, to the Houſe ; that the 
Committee had conſidered the matters to them referred, and had 
directed him to make a report thereof, together with ſeveral reſolu- 
tions of the Committee thereupon, to the Houſe ; and he read the 
report in his place, and afterwards delivered the ſame, with an ap- 
pendix thereunto, in at the table, where the ſame was read, as fcl- 
loweth, viz. 
* Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that it is 
eſſential to the improvement and accommodation of the port of 
London, that London Bridge ſhould be rebuilt, cn ſuch a conſtruc- 
tion as to permit a free paſſage, at all times of the tide, for fhips 
of ſuch a tonnage at leaſt as the depth of the river would admit at 
preſent between London Bridge and Blackfriars Bridge. 

« Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that an 
iron bridge, having its centre arch not leſs than 65 feet high in the 
clear above high- water mark, will anſwer the intended purpoſes, with 
the greateſt convenience, and at the leaſt expence. 

© Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the 
moſt convenient ſituation for the new bridge will be immediately 
above Saint Saviour's Church in Southwark, and upon a line lead- 
ing from thence to the Royal Exchange. 

« Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the 
ſhoals between the Tower and Blackfriars Bridge ought to be re- 
moved. - 

« Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the 
river ought to be embanked on a regular plan from the T ower to 
Blackfriars Bridge, and wharfs with warchouſes formed on the 
embankments. 

« Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the 
notices required by the ſtanding orders of the Houſe, preparatory to 
the execution of ſuch a plan as may finally be approved of, ought to 
be given previous to the next ſeſſion of Parliament, in order that 
the work, if ſanctioned by Parliament, may proceed without delay.“ 

Ordered, That the ſaid report do lie upon the table; and that 
ſuch a number of copies be printed as ſhall be ſufficient for the uſe 
of the Members of the Houſe. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Tueſday, Fuly 29. 


His Majeſty this day at half paſt three o'clock came in ſtate to 
the Houſe, when Sir Francis Molyneux, Gentleman Uther of the 
Black Rod, was ſent to command the immediate attendance of the 
Houſe of Commons, who ſoon after appeared at the Bar. 

Mr. SPEAKER then addreſſed His Majeſty : 


« Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 

« Your faithful Commons humbly attend your Majeſty with 
the bill by which their grants are completed for the public ſer— 
vice of the year. 

In ſupplying the various demands of this important conjunc- 
ture, your Commons conceive that they have diſcharged an indiſ- 
penſable duty to your Majeſty, and their country, by manifeſting 
their unſhaken determination to combine the maintenance and ſup- 
port of public credit, with ſuch ample, means of exertion as may 
beſt tend to bring the conteſt in which we are engaged to a juſt 
and honourable concluſion, 

« To your Commons it has been highly gratifying to obſerve, 
that, amidſt the viciſſitudes and difficulties which have attended 
this arduous ſtruggle, the ſecurity of the Britiſh empire has, in 
many reſpects, been materially ſtrengthened, its power conſolidated, 
and its reſources increaſed. The ſplendid and deciſive ſucceſs to 
which the late hoſtilities in India were conducted by the bleſſing 
of Providence, upon the joint exertions of wiſdom and vigour in 
council, and of ſkill and gallantry in the field, has neceſſarily led to 
new and extenſive regulations. The meaſure, which has been ac- 
cordingly adopted, your Commons earneſtly hope will have the 
effect of affording to this country all the advantages which can be 
derived from thoſe valuable poſſeſſions, and of inſuring to the na- 
tive inhabitants the full benefit of Britiſh ſuperintendence and pro- 
tection. 

« But to no proceedings, by which their attention has been en- 
gaged, can your Commons recur with ſtronger ſentiments of ſatis- 
faction and confidence, than to thoſe which have contributed tothe 
great and important arrangement, by which your Majeſty's ſubjects 
in Great Britain and Iteland will henceforth conſtitute one people, 
actuated by the ſame views, connected by the ſame intereſts, and 
governed by the-ſame laws. In contemplating this meaſure, and 


the proſpect which it happily preſents, your Commons cannot 
6H 2 
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fail to be animated by a well-founded hope, the moſt congenial to 
your Majeſty's benevolent mind, that the united kingdom may ever 
preſent to the world the example of a free and powerful people, 
deſirous and determined to employ their combined ſtrength and 
reſources for no other purpoſes than thoſe which are connccted 
with their own honour and ſecurity, and to prove, by the mode- 
ration and juſtice of their counſels and conduct, that they are not 
altogether unworthy of the bleſſings they may enjoy.” 


The royal aſſent was then given to the Herring Fiſhery and ſome 
other bills; aficr which His Majeſty was pleaſed to make a moſt 


gracious ſpeech from the Throne « to both Houſes of Parliament, as 
followeth, viz. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

In putting an end t9 this laborious ſeſſion of Parliament, I muſt ex- 
preſs the juſt ſenſe I entertain of the diligence and perſeverance with 
which yau have afflied yourſelves to the various objects of public can- 
cern which came under your deliberatian. It is with peculiar ſatisfac- 
tion I congratulate you an the ſucceſs of the ſteps which you have taken 
far effeAing an entire Union between my Kingdoms: of Great Britain 
and lreland. 

Tris great meaſure, on which my wiſhes haue been lang earneſtly 
bent, I hail ever conſider as the happieſt event of my. reign, being per- 
ſuaded that nothing c:uld ſo effefually contribute ta extend ta my Iriſh 
ud jects the full participation of the bleſſings derived fr:m the. Britiſb 
Conſtitution, and 4e eſtabliſh, on the moſt ſolid foundation, the ſtrength, 
priſberity, and power of the whale empire. 

I have witneſſed, with great concern, the ſevere preſſure on. my 
people, from the continued ſcarcity of the ſeaſon ; but I truſt that, under 
the bleſſing of Providence, there is new every reaſon to expect that the 
epproaching harveſt will affird a ſpeedy and effeftual relief. 

Gentlemen of the Hauſe of Cammans, 

return you my particular thanks for the zeal and liberality. with 
which you have provided for the various exigencies of the public ſervice. 
I regret deeply the neceſſity of theje repeated ſacrifices on the part of my 
Subjefts ; but they have been requiſite for the preſervation of our deareſt 
entereſts : and it is a great conſolation to obſerve, that, notwithſtanding 
the continuance of unuſual burdens, the revenue, commerce, and re- 
faurces if the country, have flouriſhed beyond all former example, and 
are ſtill in a ſlate of progreſſive augmentation. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
The courſe of the campaign upon the Continent has, by a ſudden reverſe, 


diſuppointed the ſanguine hopes which the ſituation of affairs at-its con- 
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) mencement appeared fully to juſtify, and has unhappily again expoſed a 
; conſiderable part of Europe to thiſe calamities and dangers from which 
; it had recently been reſcued by the brilliant ſucceſs of my allies. 

] Much as theſe events are to be regretted, it will always be matter of 
4 Juſt ſati faction ta me to reflect, that, in the courſe of this important 
- conteſt, my efforts, and thaſe of my Parliament, have been unremittingly 
t employed for the maintenance of our own rights and intereſts, and far 


animating and ſupporting the exertions of other powers in * the 
8 liberties of Eurape. 
| Notwithſtanding the viciſſitudes of war, your conſtancy hed firmneſs 
8 have been produftrue of the moſt important and laſting advantages in 
the general ſituation of affairs ; and the determination manifeſied in 
your recent declarations and conduct, muſt afford me the beſt means of 
promoting, in conjunction with my. allies, the general intereſis, and of 


N providing, under every circumſtance, for the honour of my Crown, for 
k the happineſs of my ſubjects, and for the ſecurity and welfare of every 
5 part of the Britiſh empire. 

n And afterwards, the LORD CHANCELLOR, by His Majeſty's 
n command, ſaid, 


« My Lords and Gentlemen, 


ly It is His Majeſty's royal will and pleaſure that this Parliament 

2 be prorogued to Tueſday the 7th day of October next, to be then 

ſh here holden; and this Parliament is accordingly prorogued to Tueſ- 

1 day the 7th day of October next.“ 

* . 

* HOUSE OF COMMONS. 1 

er 11 

be Tueſday, July 29. 1 
Mr. WILBERFORCE expreſſed his regret that the meaſure pro- 1 | 

poſed reſpeRing the general incloſure of waſte lands, and which came 1 

th to him recommended by the Grand Jury of the county of York, had | 

4 met with ſuch obſtruction in another Houſe as rendered it impracti- 

0 cable to do any thing farther in it in the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion; 

jt but he gave notice of his intention to reſume the ſubject early in the 

* next. 

Mr. Alderman CURT IS ſaid, that he lamented his e ab- 


Sent when the amendments made in the London Mill Company 
bill had been taken into conſideration. He and many other gen- 
tlemen did not believe it poſſible that it could come into diſeuſſion 

ſe, before Monday ; but it was over for the preſent, and molt unfortu- 

— nately, as he thought, had paſſed in a very erude and undigeſted 
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form, by which, whatever might be the patriotic views of the ſub- 
ſeribers, they could not carry them into effect. There was no- 
thing public in the meaſure. He thought that the only means by 
which ſuch an inſtitution could not be injurious to the public, was 
to tie them up not to make ſtores which would operate againſt the 
regular ſupply of the market; and therefore he roſe to give notice, 
that early in the next ſeſſion of Parliament he ſhould move for leave 
to bring in a bill to explain and amend this bill ; and he thought it 
fair to give notice what his chief object would be. It would go to 
compel them to bring to market, by public auction, the ſurplus flour 
and meal which they might have on hand over the ſales of the pre- 
ceding week. 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR informed the Houſe, that His 
Majeſty had been graciouſly pleaſed to give the direQions which the 
late addreſſes of the Houſe had requeſted, reſpecting the augmenta- 
tion of the ſalaries of the officers of the Houſe. 

About half paſt three the Uſher of the Black Rod appeared at 
the Bar of the Houſe, and deſired the attendance of that honourable 
Houſe in the Houſe of Peers ; on which the Speaker, attended by 
the whole Houſe, went up to the ſame. On the return of the 


Speaker, and the Members who attended him, to the Houſe of Com- 


mons, the Speaker read to the Houſe His Majeſty's moſt gracious 
ſpeech to both Houſes of Parliament. (For which ſec the Proceed- 
ings of the Houſe of Lords of this day.) 


„% 
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AccounTs preſented to the Houſe of Commons, re- 
ſpectiug the Cox SsOLIDATED FuxD, and net Pro- 
duce of the PERMANENT TaxEs, for the Vear end- 
ing 5th of January 1800. 


(Ordered to be printed 29th January and 5th March 1800.) 


— — — wZVᷣ— 


No. I. 


To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, 
in Parliament aſſembled. 

An Accounr of the Ixcomt of the CoxnsoLivdaTed Fund for the Year 
ended the 5th Day of January 1800, and alſo of the Actual Pay- 
ments thereout within the ſaid Year; and of the Future Annual 
Charge upon the ſaid Fund, as it ſtood on the 5th of January 1800, 
{ſubjeR to ſuch Decreaſe in the Charge as may ariſe from the Decreaſe 
in the Charges of Management of Stock purchaſed by the Commiſ- 

\ fioners for the Reduction of the National Debt :) diſtinguiſhing the 
Income applicable to paying the Charge for Debt exiſting prior to the 
Year 1793 ; and alſo the Income derived from the Duties impoſed in 
each ſubſequent Year, together with the Charge created in each cor. 
reſponding Year; and in reſpe& of what Sums raiſed, or Bills funded, 
ſuch Charge was created in each of the ſaid Years. 


—— 


INCOME. 


Conſolidated cuſtoms, after deducting 116, 6761. 5s. Lo . th 
84. by a& 37 Geo, III. cap. 15. to be carried 
to account of duties anno 1796 ; being the com- 
puted annual ſaving to the public on account of 
the reduction in the drawbacks on the exportation 
—BABA! . 6 ð n SH es» {RI a. 3,259,041 5 


34 
Carried forward 4.8, 259,041 5 34 
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. „ 
Brought forward... . 3,259,041 5 34 
TV DM .....h ooo oo 6,894,002 10 0 
Brought to this account, by at $4 Geo. III. 
cep. 20. out of exciſe duty on paper, anno 1794, 
in lieu of duties then repealed, at 75, 0004. per 
ᷓfJ7˙ĩ˙· w m ⁊ 75,000 0 0 
Ditto, by 34 Geo. III. cap. 88. out of exciſe duty 
on ſpirit licences, anno 1794, in lieu of duties | 
then repealed, at 36,000/. per annum.......... 14,750 0 0 
— 1 AG 1,087,118 14 6 
Brought to this account, by act 36 Geo. III. 
cap. 125, out of ſtamp duty on hats, anno 1796, 
in lieu of duties then repealed, at 9,4791. 11s. 
—WW*[* 9,003 8 9 
Ditto, by act 33 Geo. III. cap. 28, out of ſtamp 
duty on bills and receipts, anno 1798, in lieu of 
duties then repealed, at 128, 6004. per annum. 128,600 0 O 
Ditto, by act 36 Geo. III. cap. 52. out of ſtamp 
duty on legacies, anno 1796, in lieu of duties 
then repealed, at 41,0797. per annum 41,079 0 0 
11,509,194 18 64 
Proportionate part of ſurplus duties 
on ſugar, 1799, now annually 
! ˙ ( Spout £4 4.78, 298 15 6 
Surplus duty on tobacco, anno 1799, 
o 64,394 0 0 
Ditto on malt, anno 1799, ditto . . 24,587 17 64 | 
167,230 13 0 
11,676,425 11 7 
INCIDENTS. 
Reſerved, by act 37 Geo. III. cap. 18. out of con- 
fol. letter- money, being the computed annual 
produce of that duty prior to the year 1795.... 410,556 0 6 
Reſerved, by act 38 Geo. III. cap. 89. out of con- 
ſol. duties on ſalt, in lieu of duties then repealed, 
— ⅛—S7⁰ {oc + 406,220 0 0 
| Reſerved, by act 38 Geo. III. cap. 40 and 41, in 
lieu of duties then repealed, out of conſol. duties 
on houſes and windows, anno 1798, at 327,900/7. 
OE . LRN FIT a CPI 327,900 0 0 
Ditto, conſol. duties on ditto, being the annual ſum 
directed to be ſet apart on account of the com- 
mutation duty at 515,000/, per annum 552,117 7 85 
Ditto, conſol. duties on inhabited houſes, anno | 
1798, at 148,600/. per annum...........--- 148,600 0 0 
Ditto, conſol. duties on male ſervants, anno 1798, 
% ⅛—˙ —OmO FOO — 93,000 0 0 
Carried forward 13,614,818 18 10% 
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Le 4. 
Brought forward 13,614,818 18 102 
Reſerved, by act 38 Geo, III. cap. 40 and 41. in | 
lieu of duties then repealed, out of conſol. duties 
on horſes uſed tor riding, &c. anno 1798, at 
SOGODDL —ß̃] ‚ Ücd̃̃ ˙-A]·- .“ Lat ne 106,000 0 0 
Ditto, r! duties on four and two-wheeled car. 
riages, anno 1798, at 200,000/. per annum. 200,000 0 0 
3 *** 6 6＋ꝶ*ꝶq . . 36,888 19 14 
% IN. 0 ea 609 12 8 
Alum mines CCC Rs on, . 5 960 0 0 
/ . acc 450 2220 471 16 8 
OO OZ © RR IE OSD lgSS 8 15819 2 0 
3 & ̃ ———fü— ! „ 45,730 0 0 
8 —.ͤ ͤ ͤ Las 45,120 10 2+ 
Hawkers and pedlars............ 0 00 EE w4 om 5,897 0 0 
. h and . ener 25,400 0 0 
Rent of a light-houſe „„ 6 13 4 
— DRC I IEN 3 970 1 10 
— % ⅛ “7.·ꝰA‚ũb end 82 


i 14,084,179 14 4 
e.. „„ . DI0: 4M 


4 1 

Arrears of 14th 25. aid anno 1735. 525 0 0 

1 Ja 720 

„„ Vo oo 

1 . 18 

t 1792. 2,900 12 0 

„ ..... $706. OE 4 44 

„ 1795. 7,609 18 54 

1 1796... 5,875 3 74 
Giſt 4. 1797. 6,688 6 91 ET | 

— 24,577 0 773 
Duty on malt. . . 1796. 112 0 0 
1797... 3,922 11 9 


| 4,034 119 
Money reſerved for the uſe of the public, in reſpect 

of the nominees appointed by the commiſſioners of 

the treaſury, — to aft go... 14,200 1 ©, 


Money paid by William Mitford, C. 6. 4. 
Eſq. on account of money due 
from the eſtate of the late E. 
Manning, of Jamaica 6,893 14 9 
Ditto by Claude Scott, Eſq. en 
account of corn ſold for the uſe 
F 101,000 0 0 


wt. — _ 1 


Carried forward ͤ—! 107,893 14 9. 14,857,361 18 '84 


Vol. XII. 4 1 . 


- 
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| | 4. 
Brought forward 107,898 14 9. 14,357,861 18 84 


Money paid by William Huſkiſ- 
fon, Eſq. on account of Earl 
Macartney, [governor of the 
Cape of Good Hope 

Ditto by Edward Roberts, Eſq. 
firſt clerk to the clerk of the 
pells, being the refidue of ex- 
EET. (Ä 

Ditto by A. Huddleſtone, on ac- 
count of ſtoppages for the uſe of 
the royal artillery in New- 

CONE. > > oo oa on So 5c 2 

Ditto by Fludyer and Co, arm 
contracters, on account of cloth 
ſold for the public ſervice. . . 

Ditto by Richard Spiller, Eſq. late 
agent for Cape — 8 

Ditto by Abraham Newland, Eſq. 
on account of the ſilver coinage 

Ditto by F. Bullock, Eſq. late 
agent for Senegambia....... 

Ditto by William Finemore, on 
account of a penalty of a bond 

Ditto by Henry Motz, Eſq. ditto 
of the ſale of magazines 


Impreſt Money repaid by R. 
Moleſworth, Eſq. on account of 
the right honourable Richard 
Rigby, late paymaſter of the 


CEE: © oo nr ne d<---4 
Ditto by Sir F. Baring, on ac- 
count of the executors of Sir 
Adam Williamſon 
Ditto by Brook Watſon, Eſq. 
commiſſary general 
Ditto by Alexander Davidſon, 
Eſq. late commiſſary general at 
— wwͤ 955353 
Ditto by the Hon. H. E. Fox, 
adminiſtrator of the late Lord 
Holland, paymaſter of the 
forces TT 5 %% %% „„%f e „ „ „„ „ „ 
Ditto by. Major General D'Au- 
bant, chief engineer at Toulon 
and Corſicoa n. . + . 


* — 


4. 


d. 


10,000 0 o 


43,186 17 0 


800 0 0 


2,633 16 £2 


256 13 732 


314 
84 


10,300 


31,665 18 4 


4 62 


140 


'0 0 


ä 


206,585 6 51 


Carried forward, . . 90,618 


1 


5 7. 14,563,947 5 14 
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Brought forward. . 90,618 5 7. 14,563,947 5 14 


Impreſt money repaid by William 
Mitford, Eſq. on account of 
Dr. John Stewart, late pur- 
veyor of hoſpitals at the Leeward 
Iſlands 


611 
d. 


4 


204000 000000000 vo 00 200 0 0 
— * 00,819 5 7 
Total Income applicable to the paying the charge EY 
for debt exiſting prior to the year 1793..... . . 14,654,760 10 82 
DvurT1es pro anno 17938. 
Britiſh ſpirits, anno 179111 > 108,916 0 0 
! ˙²ů Ä .!«—·˙¹rr.· Ü. 27,678 4 0 
Surplus of duty on bills and receipts, after reſerving 
the annual average produce as aforeſaid ........ 87,891 10 1 
Reſerved out of duties conſolidated by acts 1798, | 
cap. 40 and 41, in lieu of duty of 10/. per cent. 
_—_ MN „„ 89,605 12 63 
314,086 74 
DuT1zxs pro anno 1794. 
Sugar 1791, arrears in 1800 3 60,870 9 14 
Foreign ſpirits ..... „ „ 161,027 0 0 
Britiſh ditto 1794 77770 110,041 0 0 
1 „ 156,918 17 5 
Surplus of ſpirit licences, after reſerving the average 
%%% c „„ - EY 
Ditto paper (Exciſe) after ditto, ditto ........ 6,106 0 © 
Paper (Cuſtoms) ) J . 
777 ..!ꝛ˙ Wa 45,128 0 0 
Bricks and tiles (Cuſtoms) ....... „ , 6 
. PP ͤ 5-4 43,270 0 0 
h ˙ ˙:Q——— „  & 3 
Attornies articles n 21,979 18 0 
089,433 6 14 
Proportionate part of ſurplus duty on ſugar, 1799. 16,929 9 4 
£ 706,302 15 54 
Durixs pro anno 1795. | 
“ I Fn Ren once. 02 0 4 
„„ Pe 156,717 6 62 
_ ec ⅛mu v . QA 
. 4 ee T2834 SY 
RE tp © 6>'s © „„ , £2,187 © 0 
—_ „ „„ . 89,471 10 6 
Ship policies. LN RE ES EEE .... .* + CES 6 . © 148,098 2 6 
Carried forward . 1,038,593 19 62 
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Brought forward 1,038,593 19 63 
. .......{... av 131,881 13 8 
h dee tr fro ͤ ͤ rates $,537, 7. $ 
c FF 105,96 18 74 
//, OR 2 IRS. n ö 15800 
r os Eco beep eo Condo oe 259,588 10 0 
h ˙ ̃ Ä ˙ nao no cnt 15,750 0 0 
Reſerved out of conſolidated letter money, being the 
computed annual increaſe of revenue, by reaſon of 
the reſtriction in tranking by act 37 Geo. III. 
©. RD . 40,000 0 0 
1,011,424 11 114 
DurT1zs pro anno 1796. | 
r 254 SIR; nes 3 186,183 0 0 
Horſe dealers licences ...... UE es GER EO A 1,559 8 8 
r ²ĩ—⁵ T ͤ 6 2,500 0 0 
,,,, d » 526,108 4 14 
EL. » [AA ͤ cs 8,014 0 0 
Surplus of duty on legacies, after reſerying the ave. 
rage produce as aforeſaid .......,-:.c.-:. „„ 4.8 
Ditto of duty on hats, after ditto ditto .......... 33,162 14 3 
Reſerved, by acts 38 Geo. III. cap. 40 and 41, out 
of conſolidated duties on horſes for riding, &c. in 
lieu of duty on horſes, 1796, then repcaled, at ä 
/// ²⁰%—ùö)—ö g ßÜi⁴isÜß:ẽà cc + 106,000 0 0 
Ditto, conſol. duties on horſes for huſbandry, in lieu 
of 2s. duty on huſbandry, horſes then repealed, at Be 
%“47˖ðc7 f 95,000 0 0 
Ditto, conſol. duties on dogs, in lieu of that duty . 
anno 1746, then repealed, at 70, 5004. per annum 68, 929 17 3 
Ditto, duties conſol. anno 1798, in lieu of the duty 
of 104. per cent. anno 1796, then repealed, at 
% EEE 81,151 2 74 
Computed annual ſaving by reducing the allowance 
e ͤ ͤ?⅛.:.. 32,000 0 0 
Taken out of conſolidated cuſtoms, being the com- 
puted annual ſaving to the public, on account 
of the reduction in the drawback on the exporta. 
OT ID PR 3 116,676 5 8 
5 34,144 8 47 
| DvoT1exs pro anno 1797. 
OO S107 OA HOSTED 77... 3 365 
EN I io ferns ecnnetynge A 19 8 6 
DOR” RO WO FTIR I „ . 107,535 0:0 
Foreign ditto ..... . 5 157,964 16 0 
PPP PVP 50,844 0 0 
Carried forward... 478,256 8 44 


— 


— — 


1 
3 


APPENDIX, 
5 
| Ng forward...,.. 478,256 
JJ „„ .. 687,460 11 


„„ 


% » 533 5,999 0 
Clocks and watches (Areas). coo poco ce en 14,966 2 
OO on ns | ˙a INN = 8 69,739 0 
Sugar, bricks, Kc. „ „„ „ 1 
Z JJ an 29,038 0 
ß! ²·˙A k IE. 310,255 3 
Spirit licences, Vn . ws 59,000 0 
oY VJ ˙ CU!!! . Gs 7750 0 
204. per cent. on 1 aſſeſſed taxes 8 5 52, 126 5 
Surplus of ditto, after reſerving the ſums directed by 

act 38 Geo. III. cap. 40 and 414. 0 0 
Ditto duties on horſes for riding, &c. conſolidated by 

ditto, cap. 41, after reſerving the ſums directed 

ICE ͤ ̃ ˙ + = nn: 79,922 11 


Ditto of ditto ditto huſbandry, ditto by ditto, after 


— DT TY Te 9 EK, Sy TE 174,940 4 
Ditto of ditto on houſes and windows, ditto by 


. A 8 304,497 19 


Ditto of ditto on inhabited houſes, ditto by ditto, 
after ditto a 


VV 18,980 15 
Ditto of ditco on male ſervants, ditto by cap. 41. 

T OS EIS 8 47,577 1 
Ditto of letter money, after reſerving the ſum di- 

rected by act 37 Geo. III. cap. 18........... 265,444 0 


ie.) 
— 
(on) 


* 


Q© 
[* 
[os 


| | . 2,784,714 9 
Proportionate part of ſurplus duty /. & 4. 
. ee» 15,871 7 6 
Money paid by Meſſrs Puget and 
Bainbridge, for intereſt, &c. on 
account of 1 ,500,000/. (part of 
a loan of 14,500,000/.) ad- 
vanced to the government of 
Ireland by act 37 Geo. III. 


cap. 1444ꝶ⁴˖4.44. „ 137,380 5 5 


153,257 12 11 


2,937,972 2 


— 


Doris pro anno 1798. 


Armorial Bearings „ WEE ed 29,732 0 
T.! ðVV—— LS „ 1 
// ˙»w — ⁵ꝛ ̃ꝛQ > oO OO 124,750 0 


Surplus of duties on ſalt, after reſervi _ the ſuin as 
directed by act 38 Geo. III. cap. 89 3. 426,204 10 


Carried forward....,. 732,576 7 10 
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d. 


Brought forward. 732,576 7 104 


Money paid by Meſſrs Puget and Bainbridge, for in- 
> tereſt, &c, on account of 2, 000, 000“. (part of 
loan of 17,000,000/.) advanced to the govern- 


ment of Ireland, by act 38 Geo, III. cap. go.. 180,252 6 3 


912,828 14 14 


* 
M— 


ans th, at 


Brought to this account by act 38 
Geo. III. cap. 76. and 39 Geo. 
III. out of duty on goods and 
"ſhipping to replace the like 
ſum iſſued out of conſolidated 
fund, on account of loan of 
8,000,0007. anno 1798, before 


"_ 


LET TID. cn. 418,687 3 52 
Ditto, but of ditto to ſatisfy 
charge in the year 1799 524,644 14 04 
— 943,331 17 6 
DuT1ts pro anno 1799, 
,, TA. 243,056 15 9 
r I. 8 9,821 18 0 
252,878 13 9 
Money paid by Meſſrs. Puget and Bainbridge, for in- 
tereſt, &c. on account of 3,000,0007., part of a 
loan of 15,500,000. advanced to the Govern. 
ment of Ireland by act 39 Geo, III. cap. 114. 108,598 12 6 
361,477 6 3 
Brought to this account by acts 39 Geo. III. cap. "Ing | : 
and cap; 8. ſeſſ. 2. out of duty on goods and | 
hh KA 52,628 12 9 
Ditto, out of duties on inconmſmſaa + 206,250 0 0 
| 258,878 12 3 
Total income of the conſolidated fund, applicable 
towards paying the charge exiſting prior to the 
v ˖¶ » C 14,654,760 10 83 
Total duties impoſed towards defraying additional 
— 0 1708 ...........cooo- > 314,086 6 74 
, ũ G IT... ooh coo 5c 5 706,362 15 54 
% ᷣ— „„ 1,611,424 11 114 
%% 0000. T2908. ] ) 1,334,444 8 44 
r ‚ L707. ole oy oe nes: 2,987,972 2 24 
, ⁰⅛＋—QůͥF ! ꝛð˙ 1,856,160 11 74 
— p // 600,0 18 6 
Carried ſor ward 24,035,567 5 13 


M 


Br 


C: 
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Brought forward. . ,. 24,035,567 I 52 


Money paid by Abraham Newland, Eſq. on account 
of the commiſſioners for iſſuing exchequer bills 
for the relief of the Grenada merchants, &c. by 


aſt 85 Geo. ML... ro mm 3 ůV 192,000 0 0 
24,227,567 5 52 
Brought to this account from ſupplies 1800, out of 
exchequer bills made forth by virtue of an act 
89 Geo. III. ſeſſ. 2. cap. 3. for granting cer- 
tain duties upon perſonal eſtates, to replace the 
like ſum iſſued out of the conſolidated fund, as on 
. ³·¹.w w ⅛˙·ͤ cod .· do. 4 3 
24,370,507 5 52 
Canal and dock duty, brought to this account by | 
aft Ig Geo: I11, clic Go. oe oo nom es, 7,012 12 0 
Total income cf the conſolidated fund, in the year 
ended 5th January 1800.......... wc $394,170 17 uh 


—— — A 


Actual Payment out of Future Annual Charge 
the Conſolidated Fund, upon the Conſolidated 


CHARGE. in the Year ended 5th Fund, as it ſtood on the 


January 1800, Sth January 1800. 
EXCHEQUER: fo  *% te „ 4M 
Annuities for long terms, 14/. per 
—_ ce. 48,515 $2 6&6 .. 48,515 $$ | 
„bb 6,365 12 0 .. 6,365 12 0 
Ditto, 3, 7000. per week. . 31,830 6 8... $1,890 6 6 
CS ⅛7o.d g coords 24,724 11 G6... 24,7924 11 6 
. ———A—A oro dieca 8,358 2 ©... $199 $2 
Ditto, per 1| act, anno 1708. 4,918 12 7 .. 4,918 12 7 
hits, vd aft, anno-1708.; ...-. 10,597 5 $9 .. 10,697 4 8 
Ditto, 2 and 3 lives „ Ga 1 ©. 2106 3204 
Ditto, ſingle lives, anno 1745 ... 12,818 5 0 .. 12,318 5 0 
SO q ͤ˖ . 22,466 10 0 .. 22,466 10 0 
( -“— 24,567 5 0 . 24,567 5 0 
, A DS oIELR 2,709 13 0 .. $:760-i13" 0 
Ditto, anno 17799 5,174 18 7... 5,174 '18 7 
Ditto, with benefit of ſurvivor. 
OL TED A wn m8 we PE 540 9 540 0 0 
r coke 5 42,862 1 0 .. 42,862 1 0 
SOUTH-SEA COMPANY : 
On 'their preſent capital of 
24,6605,084/. 13s. 1144. at 
8 per cent, per annum....... 735,974 18 11 ..785y974 18 11 
Carried forward... . .. 989,972 11 2... 989,972 11 2 
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Brought forward. 


CHIFF CASHIER OF THE SOUTH- 
SEA COMPANY : 


Annuities on 1,919,6007. at 3 per 
cent. per annum 5 


BANK OF ENGLAND: 


On their capital of 4, 000, 0004. 
purchaſed of the South. Sea Com- 
pany, with charges of manage- 
ment, at 34. per cent. per ann. 


Aanuities on 500, 000“. for can- 
celling exchequer bills, at ditto 
Ditto on 1, 250, 000. granted 
oo 


Ditto on 1, 750, 0001. granted 
anno 1719, atditto....... bs 


Ditto on 3,200,000/. granted 
anno 1743, with charges of 
management, at ditto...... _ 


Ditto on 986,000/. granted anno 
06 _ 


CHIEF CASHIER OF THE BANE 
OF ENGLAND: 
Annuities on 100,266,397/. 
14s. 111d. the preſent capital 
of 81. percent. conſol. annut. 
ties, with charges of ma- 


APPENDIX. 


"  * 
989,972 11 


58,359 16 


121,898 3 
15,000 o 
37,500 0 


52,500 0 


100,000 0 


nagement ..........---- 3,101,999 18 


Ditto on 86,540, 00 1J. 1s. 64. 


Ditto on 1, 000, 000. at 34. per 
cent. granted anno 1726, 
F 

Ditto on 32,750, 000 fl. conſoli- 
dated 41, per cent. annuities, 
D 1,9 

Ditto for 92, 98, 80, 78, 77, 
754, and 694 years, granted 
annis 1761, 1762, 1780, 
1782, 17883, 1784, and 
1796, with management... 7 

Ditto for 10 years, granted 
anno 1777̃ .ũ ++ — 


30,450 0 


24,509 7 


12,668 11 


25,000 0 


r 


4. 7 4. 43 4. 
„2 . 989,978 11 2 


1. . 36,355 11 9 


5 . 121,898 3 5 
o .. 15,000 0 o 
„ 


0 .. 52,500 0 0 


0 ..100,000 0 0 


0 .. 29,004 0 6 


74 - 9,045,630 12 10L 


13..1,108,794 6 84 
„ +8600 -$-.S 


0 ..1,324,509 7 0 


64. 712,668 11 0 


0... 25,000 0 0 


Carried forward. . 7,783,508 10 114. 7,651,688 4 04 


4 


V. 
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0 5 4. Fo 4. . Le 4. d. 
Brought forward 7,783,508 10 114..7,051,883 4 0Z 


Annuities for 30 and 29 years, 

8 1778 and 1779, and | £ 

or 18+ years, anno 1790, in 

lieu of life annuities at the 

exchequer, anno 1789, with 

charges of management... 423,039 5 91.. 423,039 5 94 
Ditto for 17,869, 998“. gs. 

10d. conſolidated at 5/. per 

cent. annuities, with charges 


of management .. 901,541 3 54Z.. 901,541 3 54 
For the ſupport of his majeſty's 
houſehold....... . 898,000 0 0. 898,000 0 0 


Edward Roberts, Eſq. firſt clerk 

to the clerk. of the pells, on 

650/, per annum, formerly 

paid to the auditor of the re. 

ceipt of his majeſty's ex- 

chequer, for ſalaries to the 

officers of the Exchequer Bill 

Office, but now payable to | 

him by act 23 Geo. III. 660-4 VG .. 650 0 o 
Anne Caſs, late office-keeper in 


the office for managing the 
former duties on wine li- 


FDuffeßh <v>7 10 20:8 0: 20 0 0: 
The Judges of England, in aug- 


mentation of their ſalaries. . 13,050 0 13,050 0 0 
Duke of Glouceſter on his an- | 

c 8,000 0 0 8,000 0 0 
OO PPG — „ G00 #-£< 9,000 0 0 
Duke of York on ditto...... 14,000 0 0 14,000 0 0 
Ducheſs of York on ditto. 4,000 0 0 4,000 0 0 
Duke of Clarence on ditto... 12,000 0 0 ,. 12,000 0 0 
Repreſentatives of Arthur On- | 7 

ſlow, Eſq. on ditto . 3,000 0 0. 3,000 0. 0 
Earl of Chatham on ditto. 2 4% ©; 4,000 0 0 
Lord Rodney on ditto....... 2,000 0 0 2,000 0 0 
Lord Heathfield on ditto..... 1,500 © ©, 1,900 0 0 
Lady Dorcheſter on her ditto. 1,000 0 ©... 1,000 0 O 
Marquis of Bute on his ditto... 7,000 0 0. 7,000 0 0 
Philip Deare, Eſq. on ditto 800 0 0 300 0 0 
John Wiggleſworth, Eſq. on 

_ Ee Eons 300 0 0 300 0 0 
Charles Harris, Eſq. on ditto. . 200 0 0 200 0 0 


immer 


Carried formed. .. 10, 086,109 0 24. 9,954,483 13 


ö 
| 


W 
—— 
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Le 
Brought forward...... 10,086,109 


Sir William Muſgrave, Bart, 
late one of the commiſſioners 
for auditing the public ac- 
oho 

William Chamberlayne, Eſq. 
late another on ditto...... 

John Thomas Batt, Eſq. one of 
the commiſſioners for ditto. . 

Reginald Pole Carew, Eſq. an- 
UAA ora eacto 

Sir John Dick, another 

John Martin Leake, Eſq. an- 
c 

Salaries to clerks, and contin- 
gencies in the office of the 
ſaid commiſſioners ......... 

John Penn, Eſq. of Stoke Pogis, 
Berks, on his annuity...... 

Richard Penn, Eſq. of Queen. 
Anne Street, on his annuity 

Maſter of his majeſty's mint in 
RR. DFR 


For the encouragement of the 
growth of hemp and flax in 
England and Scotland 

For the ſheriffs of England and 
OC OOO a EPR 

The commiſſioners appointed for 

the reduction of the national 


6,000 
3,000 
1,000 
6,650 
1,200 
6,335 


4,000 


debt, by act 26 Geo. III... 1,000,000 


Charles Duke of Richmond, on 


his annuity of 19,000/. by 


r 
Clerks in the office of the Clerk 
of the Pells, for their ſervice 
in executing the acts 29 and 
30 Geo. III. for grantiug 
annuities on lives 


INCIDENTAL CHARGES: 


The repreſentatives of the late 
uſher of the receipt of the ex. 
chequer, for neceſſaries ſup. 
plied to the ſeveral new offices 


of the ſaid exchequer ...... 


9,500 


APPENDIX. 


4. 
0 


4. 


8. 


. 95954,489 18 


6,000 
3,000 


1,000 


13,800 


1,200 


6,335 


4,000 


. . 1,000,000 


19,000 


880 


147 0 9 .. Uncertain. 


37 


Carried forward... , 11,128,663 15 01 11,012,699 8 


2 


APPENDIX. brg 
„ 4. 2. d. 


Brought forward 11,128,663 15 0 

George Atwood, Eſq." in- 

ſpector of tontine certifi. 

cates, to defray certain ex. 

pences attending the exe. 

cution of an act 30G. III. 706 #& @ 7 
Chief caſhier of the Bank of 

England, to reimburſe ſo 

much paid for fees of va. 

rious natures at the Ex. 

chequer, Treaſury, &c. in 

relation to his account of 

the ſeveral Bank annuities & # £ 
Right Hon. Henry Adding. 

ton, ſpeaker of the Houſe 

of Commons, to complete 

6,000/. per annum 2,201 12 6 
John Reeves, Eſq. late re- 

celver of the ſeven public 

offices of police, eſtabliſh. 

ed purſuant to a& 32 Geo, 

III. to pay the ſalaries of 

clerks, &c. of the ſaid 

C 9,000 0 0 
Joſeph Baldwin, Eſq. now 

1 3,000 0 0 
Thomas Cotton, Eſq. for the 

balance of his declared ac- 

count of money by him re. 

ceived and expended for 

the relief of perſons con- 

nected with and trading to | 

the iſlands of St. Vincent 

and Grenada, in the years a 

1797 and 1798, purſuant | 

to acts 85 and 87 G. III. 1384 15 ᷣ 6 
Charles Townſhend, Eſq. for | 

allowanees to clerks and 

reimburſements of fees at- | 

tending the paſſing his ac- | g 

count relating to tontine 

annuities anno 1789 49 18 0 
Clerk of the Hanaper...... 2,024 11 10 } 


. 11,012,699 8 34 


1 


Uncertain. 


Total charge upon conſoli- 
dated fund, exiſting prior 


to the year 1799 11,145,774 7 104. . 11,012,699 8 84 


Note, The capital ſtock of 34. per cent. conſolidated anduities was 
heretofore 107,899, 6961. 55s. 14d. but is reduced as above by reaſon of 
7,133,2984, 10s, 2d. transferred to the commiſioners for the reduction 
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of the national debt, on account of land tax redeemed before 5th January 
1800; and the capital of 31. per cent. reduced annuities was 41,540,073“. 
16s. 4d. but is now reduced as above by 5,000,072/. 14s. 10d, trans- 
ferred in like manner before 10th October 1799: on which capitals ſo 
transferred the intereſt and management ceaſes to be paid, 


Dur incurred in reſpect of 4,500,0007. raiſed anno 1793 : 


Annuities on 6, 250, 000. at 91. FT. . „ 
per cent. added to 84. per ; | 
cent. conſolidated annuities, 
with charges of management 190,312 10 O .. 190,312 10 O 


/ 


Ditto at 1/. per cent. on capi- / 
tals funded ſince 5th January 
1793, payable to the com- 
miſſioners appointed for the 
reduction of the national debt 62,500 O O .. 62,500 0 O 


Total charges for debt incurred | | a 
eros 252,812 10 0 252,812 10 0 


DeBT incurred in reſpect of 11,000, 000. raiſed anno 1794, and by 
reaſon of navy and victualling bills, made out before 1ſt March 
1795, being funded: 


Annuities on 11,000, 0001. at 
31. per cent. added to 3/, per 
cent. conſolidated annuities ; | 
with charges of management 334,950 0 O ,. 334,950 0 0 


Ditto on 2,750,000/7. at 4/7. 
per cent. added to 41. per 
cent. conſolidated annuities, 
o [11,0907 16 © :. 


Ditto for 662 years, at 113. 5d. 
per cent. added to long 
conſolidated Bank annuities, 
ES... Ee +> 63,498 1 54. 63,498 


Ditto on 1,926,525/. 12s. 5d. 
at 51. per cent. conſolidated 
annuities, on account of navy 
bills, &c. cancelled, with D 
charges of management.... 97,193 4 4. 97,193 4 4 

Ditto 14. per cent. payable to b 
the commiſſioners {or the te- 
duction of the national debt 166,445 5 O0 166,445 30 


111,237 10 0 


— 
8 
. 


Total charge for debt incurred 8 | 
r 778,324 0 94... 773,324 0 9 


. 


* 
ch 


Gn 
tomy 


| © 


. 
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Der incurred in reſpect of 18,000,000/, raifed anno 1795, and by 
reaſon of navy and victualling bills, made out before goth September 
1793, being funded : 


Annuities on 18,000,000/. at FL. 4. d. 3 
34. per cent. added te 3/. per 
cent. conſolidated annuities, 
with charges of management 548,100 O 0. 548,100 0 0 
Ditto on 6, 000, O00. at 4. per 


cent. added to 4/, per cent. 
conſolidated annuities, with 


PAPA o 242,700 0 0 .. 242,700 0 0 
Ditto for 65 years, at 9s. 6d. | 

per cent. added to long con- . 

ſolidated Bank annuities, | 

„d 86,461 17 G6 .. 36,461 17 6 


Ditto on 1,609, 8971. 17s. 14. 

at 51. per cent. added to 51. 

per cent. conſolidated annui- 

ties, on account of navy bills, 

&c. cancelled, with charges 

of mariaagemennne 81,219 6 11 .. 81,219 6 11 
Ditto 1/. per cent. payable to | 

the commiſſioners tor the re- 

duction of the national debt 268,933 19 6 . 268,933 19 6 


— OW — —— — — 


Total charge for debt incurred ; 
in the 'year 170 1,227;415: 11 .. 4,927,015 8 $1 


DxsrT incurred in reſpect of 18,000,000/. and 7,500,000/. raiſed anno 
1796, and by reafon of navy bills, &c. made out before the 30th 
September 1795, being funded: 


By 18,000,000/. raiſed 
anno 1790: 


Annuities on 21,595, 8001. at 
3/. per cent. added to 3/, 
per cent. conſolidated annui- 
ties, with charges of manage- 
ES ooo ww oracs 657,592 2 2 .. 057,592 2 8 


Ditto on 4, 500, 0004. at 31. 
per cent. added to 3/. per 
cent. reduced annuities, with | 
EDS wn fn © 5 187,025 0 0... 137,025 0 0 


Ditto for 642 years, at 6s. 6d. 


4 


per cent, added to the long 
conſolidated Bank annuities, 


WO I abs < of Res 50188 $65 en 


Carried forward........$53,775 4 $.. $53,775 4 8 


. 
. 
. 
, 
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o 
» 
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| ” 4. 4. 6 
Brought forward. . . 853,775 4 8 . 853,775 4 8 


By 7,500, 0001. raiſed 
anno 1796: 
Anmnities on 8,934, 2001. at 
31. per cent. added to 31. per 
cent. conſolidated annuities, 


with charges of management 272,046 7 94... 272,046 7 94 


Ditto on 1,859, 6251. at 31. per 
cent. added to 34. per cent. * 
reduced annuities, with ditto 56,625 11 7 56,625 11 7 


Ditto for 684 years, at 5s. 6d. 
per cent. added to long con- 
ſolidated Bank annuities, with 
o 20,813 18 6 ,, 20,813 18 6 


Annuities on 4,414,074/. 45. 
6d. at 5/. per cent. added to 
51. per cent. conſolidated an- 
nuities, on account of navy 
bills, &c. cancelled....... 222,690 O 10F.. 222,690 0 107 


Ditto at 1/7. per cent. on the 
above ſums, payable to the 
commiſſioners for the reduc- 


tion of the national debt... 424,421 19 10. 424,421 19 10 


Total charge for debt incurred 
10s 1,850,873 8 8 1,850,873 3 3 


— — 


. 


Desr incurred in reſpect of 14, 500, 000“. and 18, 000, O00. raiſed anno 
1797, and by reaſon of navy and exchequer bills being funded: 


By 14, 500, ooo. created 
anno 1797: 


Annuities on 18, 125, 000. at 

31. per cent. conſolidated an- 

nuities, with charges of ma- 

EET: 551,906 5 O .. 551,906 5 0 
Ditto on 7,250,000/7. at 31. 


per cent. added to 3/. per 
cent. reduced annuities, with 


VW 220,762 10 0 .. 220,762 10 0 
Ditto on 2,900, 0007. at 44. 

per cent. added to 41. per 

cent. conſolidated annuities, 

V „ e 


* 


Carried forward... .. . 889,973 15 0 .. 889,978 15 0 


. 


6 
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„ 
Brought forward... 889,973 15 
Aftuities for 624 years, at 6s. 
per cent. added to long con- 
ſolidated Bank annuities, 
with charges of management 
By navy bills funded: 
Annuities on 16, 438, 1751. 5s. 
at 3/, per cent. added to 31. 
per cent. conſolidated annui- 
ties, created on account of 
navy bills funded; with 


49,989 7 


charges of management .... 500,542 8 


Ditto on 765,427. 11s. 6d. at 
41, per cent. added to 41. per 
cent. conſolidated annuities, 
created on account of navy 
bills funded, with ditto 

Ditto on 2,034,889/. 11s. 14. 
at 5. per cent. added to 51. 
per cent. conſolidated annui- 
ties, created on account of 
navy bills funded, with ditto 102,660 3 


By exchequer bills funded: 
Annuities on 1,999,699“. 4s. 
4d. at 81. per cent. added to 
814. per cent. conſolidated an- 
nuities, created on account of 
exchequer bills funded; with 
charges of management 
Ditto on 104, 4321. 5s. 8d. at 
41. per cent. added to 41. per 
cent. conſolidated annuities, 
created on account of exche- 


quer bills funded, with ditto 


30,961 10 


60,890 16 


4,224 5 


Ditto on 270, 2021. 4s. 8d. at 


51, per cent. added to 5/. per 
cent, conſolidated annuities, 
created on account of exche- 
quer bills funded, with ditto 


By 18,000,000/. raiſed 

; anno 1797: 
Annuities on 20, 124, 8481. 155. 

at 5/4, per cent, with charges 

of management 1,015,298 7 
Annuities at 17. per cent. on 

the above ſums, payable to 

the commiſſioners tor the re. 


13,681 14 


duction of the nationat debt 706,046 13 7 


3,368,219 2 


d. £> 8: 6 
0 .. 889,973 15 0 


OO 
— | my 


.. 500,542 8 84 


10 .. 30, 961 10 10 


- 
by 2 - 
— >. a * — 
< 8 . 


< 
— — 
oa 


— . 
— 4 


6. 108,000 3-8 


2 > * E. c 6 . 
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94. 60,890 16 94 


a * 8 


84. 4,224 5 8 


0 .. 183,631 14 0 


4 . . 1,015,298 7 4 


706,046 13 7 


114. 3,368,219 2 114 
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Der incurred in reſpect of 17,000,000/. taiſed anno 1798: 
By 9, 000, 000“. part of 17, 000, 000“. 


* 


raiſed anno 1798: 


Annuities on 13,500, 0001. at 34. 
per cent. added to 34. per 
cent. conſolidated annuities 
(in reſpet of 9, 000, O00“. 

part of 17, 000, 0001.) with 
charges of management 


Ditto on 4,500, 0004. at 31. per 
cent. added to 34. per cent. 
reduced annuities (in reſpect 
of the ſaid 9,000,000/.) with 
— cs con nus Pp 


Ditto for 614 years at 4s. 114. 
r cent. added to long con- 
ſolidated Bank annuities, with 
. 


Ditto at 1/. per cent. on the 
above ſum, payable to the 
commiſſioners for the reduc- 
tion of the national debt 


4... 


4 


417,150 0 0 .. 411,075 0 


149,014 3 10 


$6,001- 2 ©... 


182,880 0 0 


778,103. 5 10 


By 8,000, 0001. part of 17, 000, 0004. 


raiſed anno 1798: 


Annuities on 12,000,090/7. at 
3/7, per cent. added to 34. 
per cent. confol. annuities 
(in reſpet of 8,000, 0001. 
remainder of the ſaid 
17,000, 000.) with charges 
of management 


Ditto on 4, 000, 000. at 84. per 
cent. added to 34. per cent. 
reduced annuities (in reſpect 
of the ſaid 8,000,000/7.) with 

charges of management 


Ditto for 614 years at 45. 114. 
per cent. added to long con- 
ſolidated Bank annuities, 
W <p 


Total charge for debt incurred 


* 


370,800 0 0 


132,457 1 2 


21,387 12 102. 


22,373 18 


.. 182,880 0 


en 


753,353 *18 


—_ 


121,800 0 o 


19,888 13 4 


.. $05,400 0 0 


Z . . 1,297,749 19 10. . 1,260,442 11 54 


—— 


— 


© 


— 
— — 
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DeBr incurred in reſpect of 3, 000, O00“. and 15,500, 0007. anno 1799: 


By 8, 000, 000 l. raiſed: 

Annuities on 3, 000, 0001. at 3. . 5. 
per cent. added to 3. per cent. 
conſolidated annuities, with . 
charges of management.. 90,000 0 

Ditto on 2,624,250/. at 3/. per 
cent. added to 31. per cent. re- 
duced annuities, with ditto.... 78,727 10 

Ditto at 1/. per cent. on the above 
ſums, payable to the commiſ. 
fioners for the reduction of the 
national debt ............... 56,242 10 


d. 1 


l 


O0. 79,908 8 


O.. 50,242 10 


d. 


0 


224,970 0 


By 4,500, 000 l. part of 15,500, 0004. 
raiſed anno 1799: 
Annuities on 5,625,000. at 34. 
per cent. added to 3, per cent. 
conſolidated annuities, in re- 
ſpe of 4,500,000/, (part of 
15,500,000/.) with . of 
management. 84,375 0 
Ditto on 2, 250, 000“. at 3/, per 
cent. added to 37. per cent. re- 
duced annuities, in reſpect of the 
ſaid 4,500, 000. with ditto .. . 21,529 17 
Ditto at 11. per cent. on the above 
ſums, payable to the commiſ- 
ſioners for the reduction of the | 
OF RT YT 


0.. 227,500 18 


o.. 171,281 5 


9.. 68,512 10 


0.. 78,570 0 


370,249 17 


By 11,000,000. part of 15,500,000/. 
raiſed anno 1799 : 
Annuities on 13,750, 000 J. at 3/, 
per cent, added to 31. per cent. 
conſolidated annuities (in reſpect 
of 11,000,0007/. remainder of 
the ſaid 15,500,000/,) with 
charges of management... .... 206,250 0 
Ditto on 5,500, 000“. at gl. per 
cent. added to 3/. per cent. re- 
duced annuities (in reſpect of 
the ſaid 11,000, 000f. * with 
charges of management ...... 52,028 12 


_ 


9 1. 546,044 13 


- 


0.. 418,687 10 


- 


3.. 167,475 - 0 


0 


Total charge for debt incurred 
a» 179. 0c + <0 4 -< COOp 12H 30 


—__—— 


0..1,132,207 8 


2Z 


— 
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Total charge upon conſoli . 1 2 Ry 
dated fund for debt exiſt. | 


ing prior to the year 1798 11,145,774 7 10Z..11,012,699 8 84 
Total charge for intereſt, ma. 
nagement, and 11. per cent. 


of debt incurred anno 1798 252,812 10 0 . 252,812 10 0 
Ditto. .ditto.. 1794 . 773,324 - © 91. 773,324 0 94 
Dates. ie. 179. 1,927,415 8 11 1,887, l 8 11 
Dato. . ditto. 1798. e 1056078 '9 3 
Ditto. . ditto. .1797...... 3,368,219 2 114. . 8,368,219 2 114 
Ditto. ditto. . 1798 „ 1,297,749 19 10Z.. 1,260,442 11 54 
Ditto. ditto. 17999 629,128 10 0 . . 1,182,207 3 22 


20,544,796 18 8 20, 877,498 3 104 


To pay off and cancel exche- 
quer bills made forth by 
act 85 Geo. III. for the 


relief of the Grenada mer- 
. 1,161 16 6 . 
Thomas Marſham, Eſq, Se- — 


cretary to the commiſſion- 
ers for iſſuing the ſaid ex- 
chequer bills, for defray ing 
neceſſary expences 1,000 0 0 


20,546,958 15 2 


To the pay maſters of exche. 
quer bills, to be paid over 
to the governor and com- 
pany of the Bank of Eng- 
land, agreeable to contract, 
to complete the diſcharge 
of 200, 0004. at 6th July 
1799, of exchequer bills 
iſſued by act 39 Geo. III. 
for granting certain duties 
on perſonal eſtates, &c. . 149,000 0 0 Nil. 


20,695,958 15 ᷣ 22 
Jo Richard Clarke, Eſq. 
chamberlain of the city 
of London, in part of 
72,0007. authoriſed to be 
iſſued out of the conſoli- 
dated fund by act 389 
Geo. III. cap. 69. 2,0 0 © .. Uncertain. 


— 


Carried forward. 20,715,958 16 2 20,877,493 3 104 


# This was repaid out of age: anno 1800. | : 
+ The ſums to be advanced for this ſervice are to be repaid, with 51. per cent. in- 
tereſt, from the duties created by the aloye att, | 


H 


2 
„ 


9 2 
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d. 
104 


. 1 4. i, 
Brought forward. . 20,715,958 15 2 ..20,877,493 8 


Addi Charge for which no add 
proviſion has been made: 


His Royal Highneſs George 
Prince of Wales, on his an- 
nuity of 65, 000“. granted 
by act 35 Geo, III. 65,000 0 0 65,000 0 0 

His Royal Highneſs Edward 
Duke of Kent, on 12,0004. 
by act 39 Geo, III. 12,000 0 0 12,000 0 0 

His Royal Highneſs Erneſt | 
Auguſtus Duke of Cum- 
berland, ditto, ditto... . . 12,000 0 0 12,000 0 0 

John Earl St. Vincent, on his 
annuity of 2, 0004. granted 
by act 33 Geo. III 2,000 


0 O 2,000 0 0 
Adam Viſc. Duncan, on do. 2,000 0 0 2,000 0 0 
Horatio Baron Nelſon, ditto 2,000 0 0. 2,000 0 0 
Sir James Marriott, ditto 3g 

o $4071 & . 2,000 0 0 
James Morriſon, Eſq. re- J 


* 


ceiver of fees and emolu- 
ments in the office of maſ- | 
ter of the mint, in the | 
tower of London, by act . 
39 Geo. III. cap. be 8 1798 17 7 > Uncertain. 
The Judges of England, in 
augmentation of their ſala. 
ries, by act 89 Geo. III. | 
ClP.-LIO. ....co ooo 358 16 5 


J 


— 


— 


20,815,577 14 5 .. 20, 97,49 3 10f 
Conditional Charge for which 
no add proviſion was made: 


Created anno 1795: 
Annuities on 3, 883,381. Gs, 
8d. at 3/, per cent. created 
by an act 35 Geo. III. by 
reaſon of 4,500, 000. ad- 
vanced to the Emperor of 
Germany; — his imperial 
majeſty having neglected 
to make proviſion for pay- 
ment of the ſaid annuities, 
they are by the ſaid act 
payable out of the conſoli- 4 
107 dated fund, with charges : 
of management. . 116,725 0 0 . . Uncertain. 


* 
— 


— — 


7 


Carried forward. .',, . 20,932,302 14 5. 20,974,493 3 * 


in- 


4L 2 


wv * 


628 APPENDIX. 


; . „ * 4. 8 d. 
Brought forward. . . 20,932,802 14 5 . 20, 974,498 3 104 
Created anno 1795: 
Annuities for 25 years, cre- k 


ated by the ſaid act, with 
charges of management. 232,587 10 0 


Created anno 1797: 


Annuities on 3, 669, 3004. at > 
81. percent. created by act > / 
87 Geo. III. by reafon of | 8 
1,620, 000. advanced to \&/ 
the Emperor of Germany ; 
his unperial majeſty hav. 
ing neglected to make pro- Uncertain. 
viſion for payment of the | 
ſaid annuities, they are by 
theſaid act payable out of 
the conſolidated fund, with | 
charges of management. 111,678 12 84 

| Annuity at 14. per cent. on 

the above ſum, payable to 

the commiſſioners for the 


r 86,698 0 0 


_ 


Total of the actual payment 
out of, and future charges 
upon, the conſolidated 
fund, for the year ended 


4 5th January 1800.. . . 21,313,261 17 14.20, 974, 98 8 104 


— — 


Exchequer the 
Sth day of March 1800, THOMAS FORSTER. 


Conſolidated Cuſtoms, after 
deducting 116, 6761. 55. 
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To the Heyourable the Knights, Citizens, and nnn 
- | m Parliament aſſembled. 

An * of che Nr PRxopucz of all the PERMANENT TAxxs, 
exiſting before the Year 1793; and alſo of the Taxes impoſed in 
each ſubſequent Year ; taken for 'Two Years, ending reſpectively 
upon 59 January 1799 and 5th January 1800. 


* 


＋. In the Years ending 5th January 


84, by act 37 Geo. III. 

cap. 15, to be carried to 

account of duties pro anno 

1796, being the annual 

average ſaving to the pub. 

lic on account of the re- Le 1 

duction in the drawback 

on the * of ſugar 3,667,970 16 
Craleſidetyl Exciſe Duties. . 7,234,896 16 
Reſerved a by act 34 Geo. III. 

cap. 20. out of exciſe duty 

on paper, anno 1794, in 

lieu of duties then re- 

pealed, at 75,0004. per ann. 75,000 0 
Reſerved by ditto, cap. 38. 

out of ditto on ſpirit li- 

cences, an. 1794, inlieu of 

ditto, at 86,0004. per ann. 18,000 0 
Conſolidated Stamp Duties. . 1,026,604 14 
Reſerved by act 83 Geo. III. 

cap. 28. out of ſtamp duty 

on bills and receipts, anno 

1793, in lieu of duties then 

repealed; at 128,600/. per 

r 128,600 0 
Reſerved by ditto 86 G. III. 

cap. 125. out of ditto on 

hats, anno 1796, in lieu of 

ditto, at, 9,479/., 11s. per 

o 4 five 95355 13 
Reſerved by. ditto, cap. 52. 

out of ditto on legacies, 

anno 1796, in licu of ditto, | 

at $1,0799. ker annum... 60, 742 6 


1 7 99. 


1800. 


d. 4. 5. 


5T.. 3, 291,169. 5 
51. . 6,894,002 10 


„% --95,400- © 


0 .. 14,750 O 


0 .. 128,690 0 


0 9,003 8 


? . + 41,079 0 


12,221,170 6 


— 


©S ©S 
— 


84. 11,541,322 18 


— . 
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INCIDENTS. 1799. 1890. 
Reſerved by act 87 Geo. III. 
cap. 18. out of conſolidated FL. 5. 4. 5 
letter money, being the com- 
puted annual produce of that 
duty prior to the year 1795 410,556 O 0. 410,556 0 o 
Reſerved by 88 Geo. III. cap. 
89, out of conſolidated duty 
on ſalt, in lieu of duties then 
repealed, at 406,220/. per 
J 423,765 6 44... 406,220 0 0 
Reſerved by act 38 Geo. III. 
cap. 40 and 41. in lieu of 
duties then repealed, out of 
conſolidated duties on houſes 
and windows, anno 1798, at 
527, 900“. per annum 371,112 11 831. 327,900 0 0 
Ditto. . ditto. . at 515,000/. per 
annum, being the annual ſum 
directed to be ſet apart for 
commutation duty 0 O 0... 332,117 7 8 
Ditto... . ditto. . on inhabited g 
bouſes, an. 1798, at 148, 6001. 
J 167,390 13 42. 148,600 0 0 
Ditto. ditto. . on male ſervants, | 
ditto, at 93,0007. per annum 104,049 9 10Z.. 98,000 0 0 
Ditto. . ditto. . on horſes uſed for 
riding, &c. anno 1798, at | 
106,000/. per annum 135,697 15 83. 106,000 0 0 
Ditto... ditto. . on four and two- 
wheeled carriages, anno 1798, | 
at 200, 000f. per annum. .. 226,568 2 44. 200,000 o o 
o 4,7 $ 2 .. 96,869 19 14 
EEE code no oo ness 625 16 0 609 12 8 
EEE © ooo as ene 960-00... 960 0 0 
j cc... c*--5-> S238 4. 471 1@ 8 
Deductions of 6d. per lib. on 
o cn cnc 50,640 0 0 45,720 0 0 
Ditto of 15. ditto on ſalaries... 68,565 5 4 .. 45,120 10 23 
Hawkers and pedlars........ 3954 3 6... 5,897 0 0 
Hackney coaches.......---- 28,800 0 0 '23,700 0 0 
00 — 970 1 10 
Firſt fruits of the clergy... . 3,549 9 0 3,814 8 6 
ö 9,872 5 642 9,902 4 627 
Rent of a light-houſe .,..... * 6 18 4 
Alienation duty 1 5 1,708 19 4 1,819 2 0 
Arrears of duty on ſhops, female ö 
ene, and carts.; ....-- „ 1 
Ditto on wagg ons e 1 3 0:8 
4. | 2,054,316 14 04. . 2,419,770 15 


— — —— 


— 


4 


wy. 


; 
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T7 99» 

Le 5, 
88,943 0 0.. 
16,882 1 


Doris pro anno 1798. 
Britiſh ſpirits 1791. 
ET ͤ A 8 
Surplus of duty on bills and re- 

ceipts, after reſerving the 
average produce as aforeſaid 
Reſerved out of duties conſoli- 
dated by acts 1798, cap. 40 
and 4 1. in lieu of the duty of 
101. per cent. then repealed 


DvurT1es pro anno 1794. 
Sugar 1791 (arrears in 1800) . 
r 
Britiſh ſpirits, 1794 
(0. 
Surplus of ſpirit licences, after 

reſerving the average produce 

— oo 5 oben £5 k 
Ditto paper (exciſe) after ditto 
Paper (cuſtoms) . 45 
Ww rodo>n=cs 
Bricks and tiles (cuſtoms) 
. „ereilt 
„GG 
Attornies articles . 


Dur ixs pro anno 1795. 
0 
D 
! ĩ »» 


Stamps. 
Ship policies 
Hair- powder certificates 
Receipts 
Fruit, ſilk, &c. 
LL ode vo ocos nes y 
_ ec Ry 
Spirit licences . 22 
Reſerved out of conſolidated 
letter money, being the com- 
muted annual increaſe of re. 
venue by reaſon of the reſtric. 
tion on franking by act 87 
Geo, III. cap. 18... 


SGI VO 0:6 


d. 


631 


1800. 


4 


108,916 0 0 


46,990 7 8 87,891 10 1 
65,719 19 64. 89,605 12 63 
218,535 88 53. $314,086 6 74 
277,255 17 14. 60,870 9 14 
191,040 - . 101.007 @-£ 
88,428 0 0 .. 110,041 0 0 
126,796 @ 0 .. 156,015 17 & 
59,851 10 0. 8 0 
SY = = PRE 
7,185 6 14. 8,8277 8 8 
$2,010 © @S .. 45,199 © © 
009-15 $3. = 
c 3 ®., 4,990 0 8 
19,063 3 54. 11,777 9 11 
10,189 1 4:,. $3,076-19 3 
890,595 13 34... 689,433 6 14 
$0,037 . [100,003 0 © 
127,025 0 0 .. 150,717 6 04 
$07,905 0 0... 5d, 17 @ v2 
WNT 3... LIT MY 
$4,419 198 $# ., 30,471 10 Y 
101,419 8 9 .,. 148,603 2 6 
157,017 © $ .. 195001 18 
NM 7% 30 Tom $,597 7 -S:: 
106,436 19 4 .. 105,796 18 7+ 
16,7883 g.. 11,996 2 & 
221,081 0 0 .. 259,588 10 0 
£09,104 10 „ 14,750 9 0 
40,000 . 0 „ 40,000 0 0 


1 ln 11 


— — 


. 1,611,424 11 113 


„ 


—_—— — 
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1799. 


Durixs pro anno 1796. FL. 


EE... ac Ext. 178,049 
Horſe-dealers licences ...... . 1,332 
„„ 99,817 
— O96 457,188 


%%% c 6,200 
Surplus of duty on legacies, | 
after reſerving the average 
produce as aforeſaid....... 28,267 
Ditto on hats, after ditto 37,471 
Reſerved by acts 38 Geo. III. 
cap. 40 and 41, out of con- 
ſolidated duties on horſes for 
riding, &c. in lieu of duty on 
horſes, 1796, then repealed, 
at 106,000/. per annum. 
Ditto. . ditto. . for huſbandry, , 
ditto 2s. duty on huſbandry 
horſes then repealed, at 
95,0007. per annum 103,903 
Ditto. . ditto. . on dogs, in lieu 
of that duty, anno 1796, then 
repealed, at 70,000/. per 


127,397 


75,065 
Ditto. duties conſolidated, an- 
no 1798, in lieu of the duty 
of 10. per cent. 1796, then 
repealed, at 80,190/. per 
o ces 
Computed annual ſaving, by 
reducing the allowance for 
% io. 
Taken out of conſolidated cuſ- 
toms, being the computed 
annual ſaving to the public, 
on account of the reduction 
in the drawback on the ex- 
portation of ſugar...... 4 


56,362 


32,000 


116,676 


S 28 


S © 


104. 


1,3195715 


» 


94. 1,334,444 


Doris pro anno 1797. 


. „„ 200,992 4 $$... 8 104 
Wrought plate „ 1 3 3 4 . 9 6 
D 91,664 0 0 „ 0 0 
Foreign ditto „„ 16 0 
h on eSo orc $6,013 60 80 
% 73,249 15 0 16 8 
Cocoa 8 5,433 0 0 0 0 

Clocks and watches (arrears)... 35,420 0 0 2 52. 

Carried ſorw ard 1,008,849 1 2 64 


S * 2820 
9 90 & 


W© © 


4 


Sie 


Sim 
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1799. . hoods, = 


5 „ 1 - S. d. 
Brought forward...... 1,003,849 2 10 ..1,186,682 2 64 
2 SL ͤ 0K 44 8 8... 9 + 5 
.. 384,751 10 4 .. 184,766 4 104 
OG RT FEAT A £8,404 © ©-. 23,033 0* 0 
edi 261,080 0 0 $10,255 3 4. 
Spirit licences (cap. 17.) 101,906 0 0 . 59,000 0 o 
. (cap.-102)..... 19,250 0 7,750 0 0 
201. per gent. on aſſeſſed taxes 
r 153,014 #4. 52,126 5 4 


Surplus of ditto, after reſerving 
the ſums directed by act 38 
Geo. III. cap. 40 and 41. 74,327 10 10. 0 0 0 

Surplus of duties on horſes uſed | 
tor riding, &c. conſolidated 
by ditto, cap. 41. after re- 
ſerving the ſums directed to 
BELLO» 08 15,241 16 24. 79,922 11 52 

Surplus of duties on horſes uſed | 
for huſbandry, ditto, after do. 108,455 0 14. 174,940 4 82 

Surplus of duties on houſes and : | 
windows, ditto, cap. 40. 
after tt... oc 5. Ss SS 220,382 12 84. 304,497 19 74 
Surplus of duties on inhabited 


a houſes, ditto, after ditto .. . 40,202 10 74.. 18,980 15 0Z 
Surplus of duties on male ſerv. | | 
ants, ditto, cap. 41. after do. 13,570 10 3 .. 47,577 111 
Surplus of letter mcney, after ö 
A reſerving the ſums directed | j 
74 by act 37 Geo. III. cap. 18. 215,444 0 0 265,444 0 0 N _ 
1 2,684,789 2 94. 2,784,714 9 32 .Y 
DvuT1es pro anno 1798. 
Armorial bearings.......... 20,585 0 0 20,732 0 8 
UU—Aw 88 78,329 0 0 151,889 16 8 
Spirit licen ces ... 1,500 0 0 .. 124,70 0 0 
Surplus of duties on ſalt, after 
8 reſerving the ſum as directed 
oY" by act 38 Geo, III. cap. 89. 203,325 8 04. 426,204 10 64 
— | g $03,789 8 04. . 782,576 7 107 
101 Dur ixs pro anno 1799. | 
6 — RE -. ie 5c coed 0 @- © 243,050 15 9 
- yr WD. 9,821 18 0 
01 Canal and dock duty....... . 0 0 0 7,612 12 0 
0 0 0 .. 260,491 5 9 
0 Note. In order to ſhew the real amount of the taxes impoſed before and ſince the 
52 war, the produce of the duties on ſygar, tobacco, and malt, now annually voted, are 
8 added to the old duties and to the fe, ones, of which they were — a part, 
01 while they were perpetual, | 


Vor. XII. A M 
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JAMES FISHER. 


the 29th day 


Exchequer, 


800. 


of January | 
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The Total Amount produced by an Act for granting an A1D and Cox- 
TRIBUTION for the Proſecution of the Mar. 


Voluntary contributions 4.2,8 26,823 19 44 
— h “m con > 08 3,004,873 2 104 
£.5,831,007 2 242 | 
Exchequer, | ere : of 
11th Feb. 1800. GROSVENOR CHARLES BEDFORD. 


— —— 


An AccounT of the UnFunDED DEBT and DEMANDS OUT- 
STANDING, on the 51h Fanuary 1600, under the Heads of 
Exchequer, Treaſury, Army, Barracks, Ordnance, Navy, Civil 
Liſt Advances, and any other Head of Public Service, ſpecifying 
the ſe ame ; diſtinguiſbing under each Head reſpectively the Particu- 
lars of which ſuch Debts or Demands conſiſted : and alſo what Part 
of the ſaid Debts or Demands was then provided for, and in what 
Manner and what Part thereof was then unprovided far. 


EXCHEQUER-— . 3. d. 
Land tax, anno 1797. * 242,000 0 0 
— „ + 475,000 0 0 
Malt tax, anno 1790s. * 71,000 0 0 
Aid and contribution, anno 1798 F 408,500 0 0 
Vote of credit, anno 1798..... * 385,900 0 0 
Additional ſum on 2d, 5th and 

Gth inſtalments of loan of 
15,500,000/7. anno 1799. . . . * 948,000 0 0 
Further ſum, anno 1799, for 
1,500,0007, on 1ſt, 2d, and 
3d inſtalments, income, anno 
ARTS eb ec 7 544,300 0 o 
Supply, anno 179999. 3,000,000 0 0 
— 9 OS 13,500,000 0 0 
Vote of credit, anno 1799. 1,914, 0 o 
Additional duty, exports and 
imports, anno 1798... 1,500, I 0 0 
Conſolidated fund, anno 17992, 000, 00 0 0 
Income duty, anno 1799, for 
r 12,918,100 0 0 
Ditto, for 1,500, 00 . 828,300 0 0 
Malt tax, anno 179999. 750,000 0 0 
—A cx 750,000 0 0 
Perſonal eſtates, anno 1800 46,000 0 0 £o 2. 4. 
Carried forward 20,860,700 0 0 


* Paid off ſince the gth of January 1800. 

No in courſe of payment. > 

} Proviſion is made for the whole of theſe ſums, partly by ſpecific votes for 
3,585, 980l. on account of deficiencies, and 1,914, oool. on account of the vote of 
credit of 1799: the remainder will be paid out of monies to ariſe from land and malt 
duty, aid and contributions, export and import, income duty, and ſurplus of the con- 
ſolidated fund, except the ſums of 1 and 3, 500, oo. which are replaced 
om year to year by other exchequer bills to a ſimilar amount. 


4M 2 


1 
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l K Fs 4. 4. 
Brought forward... 20,360,700 0 0 


TREASURY— 4. „„ 4 
Civil eſtabliſhments, oonvicts, Kc. 544,460 1 44 
Treaſury bills accepted previous 
to and on the 5th of January 
1800, due Ag to that 
HK»K»A»AÄ³ͤ³êÜr FF Ian 61,912 18 4 
Warrants for army ſervices .... 453,266 38 6 


— — 1,059,039 3 22 


ART "2 


%%% 1,076,076 0 0 
— 4,618 0 0 
| — 1,080,604 0 0 
EE. I oo oo ran thoo ts 131,279 0 0 
D ˙ are 619,181 12 8 
c ( 5,992,288 4 104 
Civil liſt advances, c. 66, 864 15 4 


— 6,809,613 12 103 


29,8 10, 646 16 1 


* 


Whitehall Treaſury Chambers, 
2d April, 1800. GEORGE ROSE, 


ACCOUNT of the Net BALANCES in the Hands of the Diftributors of 
STAMPS in Great Britain, on the 5th of January 1800. 


Between the 10th of October 1799, and 5th of January 1800. 


3. 


Country / ĩ ¾ ˙ ˙ ĩ 132, 160 14 34 
A. Menzies, diſtributor for Scotland eie eee 22,076 13 gr 
—ñ᷑; :1n/ onob5 co one 8 687 7 46 


155,084 15 4x 


CHARLES STEDMAN, 


at March Deputy Comptroller, and Accountant 
1800. i 7 — 


. 
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An AccounT of the Total Amount of ARREARS due en the, 5th of 
Fanuary 1800, from the Receivers General of the LAND and 
ASSESSED TAXES in Great Britain. 


„ 
Wales, South. . Leonard Bilſon Gwyne............. 1,827 0 OE 
Rar; . . Joh Jkfos.. . ͤ cone o- 3,768 0 94 
— @ ) OOO” 8 81,023 18 745 

. C — w VUPNUUUTVF!U ˙wům. —uwwlr RES 
A /// —˙·—wmIw. ps rg 14,480 0 0 
— /“ / ˙ ((. 3,971 13 4 
2 — / 9,487 9 o 


124,750 10 8 


WILLIAM LOWNDES, 
Office for Taxes, EDWARD MEDOWS, 
28th March, 1800. HORACE HAYES, 
| BARNE BARNE. 


| 
AMOUNT of the Annual Charge of the PuBL1c Der, created in the” 
Years 1793, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 1799. 


Charge. Produce. Surplus. Deficiency, 
£e+ 6. d. 4. s, d. 8 4. 


8,264,897 0 94 | 8,205,290 7 2Z | 754,798 7 0 814,405 0 6 


754,798 7 0 


Deine on the whole of the duties ended 5th <ans} - 59,606 13 62 
EO Do CESS SD CCA Wa OS SST SS STS TSESOCET I a5 , 


— 


0 


Feb. 4th, 1809. GEORGE ROSE. 
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APPENDIX: 629 


An Aue 7 the Total Produce of the Tax upon IN cou, for the 
Year ending the 5th of April 1800, as far as.the ſame can be made 
up and eftimated ; diſtinguiſhing the Amount in conſequence of A{Jeſ]- 
ments by the Commercial Camniiſſianers. — 


Amount of Aſſeſſments as far as the ſame can be made up from com- 
plete Returns received, viz. 


By commiſſioners for general purpoſes, and com. FL. & ah 


— ̃ Nd y y. ems, 4,426,047 4 10 
By commercial commiſſion ers. 1,175,577 14 64 
4 


5,601,624 19 44 


The Amount of Aſſeſſments in Diſtricts, from which complete Returns 
have not been received, may be eſtimated as follows, viz. 


By commiſſioners for general purpoſes, and commiſſioners of appeal, 
from 140, 000. to 150,000/7. 

By commercial commiſſioners, from 40, 000“. to 50,0007. 

* By amount of voluntary contributions received between the 1 of 
January 1799 and the 1 of January 1800, about 255,0067. 


By order of the Board, 
Office for Taxes, 20th Feb. 1800. H. PARKER. 


* This is the amount of ſums actually received within the year; but there is reaſon 
to belicve it docs not include the whole of the amount ſubſcribed. . 


__——_ 


4n Account of the Total Net PRoODuce of the PERMANENT 
TAXES for the Year ending the 5th April 1800, 


Totals of Cusrous, Exc1st, STawes, and Ixci- too +: 
DENTS, ptior to the year 1798 55 13,465,042 8 4 
Proportionate part of duties on ſugar now annually 
EEE po ons ͤ ᷣ V v 1,286,119 8 22 
Additional duty on malt, ditt ooo 226,942 0 0 
Duty on tobacco, anno 1790, F 396,500 0 0 
A „ — — £55; 10,8210 0 
15,385,424 16 74 
Teenies pro anne e. 303,719 8 44 
r 0 4 Ar 
Proportionate part of duties on ſugar, annually 987,036 4 0Z 
ET co ide ind tw ES oo 
Total of duties pro anno 1795..... 1 1,547,519 5 83 
r Heb... cities : . 1,301,229 1 114 
r „ „ 
Proportionate part of duties on ſugar, now annu- 2,945,011 16 6G 
IE, 5. on £5 - 5 
Total of duties pro anno 1799 ne 
V „ 3 290,599 6 6 
HABA ³·Ü¹W¹ꝛ. —.«;ÜO³! es Co 5,484 0 0 
E xchequer, 28,601,404 8 4 


the 9 th day of June 1800, = * 


CE Iowa 2 


640 


Au Account f ahs Tera Pubric Foxpey Dfur, as the ſave 


Bak of England 87. per cent. 
00 and New Sauth-Sea annuit 


kt. annuitics, anno 17511 


by 


3 


per cent. conſolidated annuities . 
54 3 reduced annuities 
"ditto ditto 
ditto ditto 


r cent. 
per cent. 


APPENDIX: 


flood an the I/ 8 Nh aso. 


5 per cent. ànndities, anno 1720 


5. per cent. anuuitics, .... 


tween the firſt day of Auguſt 1 
Office for the Reduction of the 


- 


* 


teen Nears 


March 34, 1800. 


1797 


- + 4. 4. 
1 „686,800 0 0 
8 24,063,084 13 11+ 

£5 ©4%> 0's 5 1,919,600 0 O.; « 
Nees 250,484,272 4 34 
09,023,87 1 
45,269,859 17 2 
. 28, 125,582 19 7 
e ee ee ee 1,000,100 0 0 
„ e 
451,699,919 11 54 


Theſe are to certify, that the commiſſion ane for the teduction of 
the national debt have purchaſed 44, 733, 294 


of the above capitals be. 


tional Debt, 


v — — 


An Account of the Value of all. Expox rs from Great Britain, fer four- 


? ,4830,572 


.\ 12,053,600 
1788. . 12,724,719 


. 18,770,500 


. 14702 ] „084 


16,810,018 


. . 18,336,851 
. . 13,892,268 
. 16,725,402 
31688818 
. . 19,102,220 


. 16,903, t03 


- . 19,072,503 


- - 24,084,038 


Ari] cer . Ofrce, | 


Cuflom-houſe, London, 


May 22, 4800. 


* 


6 and the ſirſt of February 1800. 


Fe 


JOHN FARHILL, 


actures exported. : 


— 


SSS 86e 


11 
11 


Offcial Pawn of 
Foreign Merchandize 
exported. 

18 11 4,475,493 9 
3 5... 4,015,689 6 
17 9.... 497+7,918 10 
2 0. 5,501,042 15 
7. 5,199,037 7 
16 ,4....; 5,921,970 10 
6 11 6,568,340 10 
1% 7..... 0,497,911: 9 
16 2.... 10,022,680 12 
2. 10,785, 25 15 
8 11... .. 11,416,098 11 
6 1... .12;013,907 © 2 
o'. 0: 48,040,274 13 
15 10...5711,906,008 8 


THOMAS IRVING, 
Inſpector General of the I ports and 
1 of Great Britain. 


- 
' 
4 bes ———  —————oew aeIIE BOD ZL. 
. * 
. 


EN D OF "HE TWELFTH VOLUME. 


4s 2 — 


— — 


' PRINTED, AT THE ORIENTAL FRESS, BY WILSON AND co. 
MA Court, Lincoln's Inn Ficlds, London. 


* 


th January 1800, d. Ainguiſbing each Near. \ 


